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THE  HOLCOMB  FAMILY 


THOMAS  HOLCOMB  b.  1601 

ELIZABETH  —  '  ni. - 

b.  -  d.  Sept.  7,  1657 

d.  Oct.  7,  1679  ae  56 

1630,  May  30.  P  18  Dorchester  Hist  (1859);  It 
may  be  that  Elizabeth  came  in  the  Mary  &  John 
with  her  husband;  but  it  is  more  likely  that  he 
found  her  on  this  side  and  married  her  in  Dorches¬ 
ter  two  or  three  years  later.  She  bore  one  or  two 
children  there  before  the  removal  to  Windsor, 
Conn.,  in  the  spring  of  1636.  Here  she  lived  for  21 
years  with  her  husband  and  had  a  family  of  ten 
children  when  he  was  suddenly  cut  off. 

1657,  Oct.  1.  Vol.  II,  p  106  C  C:  Administra¬ 
tion  of  Thomas  Holcomb’s  Estate  is  granted  “to 
the  widow  Elizabeth  Holcomb.”  In  the  settle¬ 
ment  she  was  given  £42-18-00,  he  having  died 
intestate. 

1658,  Aug.  5.  Vol.  I,  P  56  B  M  D:  “James 
Enno  and  Elizabeth  Holcomb  wido  were  married 
Augt;  5th:  1658.”  This  is  but  ten  months  after  her 
husband’s  death.  Five  of  her  children  were  minors 
and  so  were  his  three  living  children.  This  mar¬ 
riage  is  recorded  also  in  the  Probate  books. 

1665,  May  11.  Vol.  II,  p  208  G  C;  “This  Court 
remits  six  pounds  of  ye  fine  imposed  on  James 
Enno  by  the  Magistrates,  he  undertakeing  before 
them  to  answer  the  law  for  his  wives  selling  cider 
to  ye  Indians.” 

1679,  Oct.  7.  Vol.  II,  p  240  Stiles;  Widow 
Elizabeth  Holcomb  Eno  dies  at  her  home  in  Wind¬ 
sor,  and  was  “bu.  the  8th  day.”  She  outlived  her 
first  husband  by  twenty  two  years,  while  her 
second  husband  outlived  her  by  three  years.  It 
is  probable  that  she  attained  the  allotted  span  of 
three  score  years  and  ten.  With  ten  children  and 
two  husbands  she  had  experienced  a  life  of  unusual 
activity  as  such  lives  generally  go. 


1601.  Hartford  T imes  of  Nov.  27,  1916:  A  writ¬ 
er  here  gives  this  date  as  Thomas  Holcomb’s  birth 
year.  No  authority  is  quoted,  however.  The  birth 
was  in  England,  but  the  liome  town  does  not  seem 
to  be  known,  neither  do  we  know  whether  he  mar¬ 
ried  Elizabeth  in  England  or  in  Massachusetts. 
Thcie  is  little  doubt  but  that  he  belongs  to  the 
family  of  Holcombe  which  was  settled  foi  centu¬ 
ries  upon  the  estate  Hull,  Co.  Devon,  England. 
Pedigree  starts  from  John  Holcombe,  Knight 
(eleventh  century).  “The  coat  of  arms  of  Thomas 
Holcombe  of  Windsor  is  described  as  follows: 
Azure,  a  chevron  argent  between  three  men’s 
heads  in  profile,  coupled  at  the  shoulders  or, 
wreathed  about  the  temples  sable,  of  the  second. 
Crest:  a  man’s  head,  full  .^aced,  couped  at  the 
brest  proper  wreathed  around  the  temples  or  and 
azure;  motto;  Veritas  et  Fortitude.” 

1630,  May  30.  P  18  Dorchester  Hist  (1859): 
It  is  probable  that  Thornes  Holcomb  was  among 
the  140  pilgrims  under  lead  of  Rev.  John  Warham 
who  left  England  in  the  Mary  and  John  and 
after  being  71  days  on  the  ocean  arrived  this 
date  at  Nantasket.  With  the  rest  of  the  company, 
including  our  Buell,  Gillett  and  Vore  Families, 
he  settled  first  at  Dorchester  -  a  founder  and  first 
proprietor. 

1634,  May  14.  Vol.  I,  p  79  M  B  C:  Tho.  Hol¬ 
combe  was  made  freeman  of  Massachusetts  Bay 
Colony  today.  At  this  time  the  King’s  government 
in  England  was  getting  worried  over  the  Pilgrims 
and  Puritans  in  America  who  were  enjoying  too 
much  freedom  and  who  were  setting  up  a  practi¬ 
cally  independent  church  and  state.  Hence  .Arch¬ 
bishop  Laud  was  made  head  of  a  commission 
vested  with  both  civil  and  ecclesiastical  power  over 
the  American  colonies,  by  which  punishment 
might  be  inflicted  and  even  any  Charter  revoked 
which  he  might  deem  derogatory  to  the  royal 
prerogative! 


1634,  Dec.  1.  Vol.  I,  p  12  T  V,  Dorchester:  “  It  is  ordered  that  Rodger  Clapp,”  and  five  others,  “shall 
have  8  acres  a  peice  on  Roxbury  boundes  betwixt  the  Two  markt  trees  to  begin  at  either  end  which  they 
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shall  agree  off  to  go  in  40  rod  from  the  boundcs  of  the  fresh  marshes  are  to  be  excepted  from  these  lotts.” 
Thom ; I  lolcomb is  to  have  8  acres  among  others.  “Mr.  Richards,  Richard  Collecott,  Thom.  Holcomb, 
Thom.  Duee  are  to  cast  their  lotts  together  next  to  those  above  named.” 

1635,  Aug.  12.  P  16  Do:  "These  are  to  testify  to  all  whome  it  may  concern  that  I  Thomas  Holcombe 
have  sould  and  give  full  possession  unto  Richard  Joanes,  both  of  Dorchester.  4  acres  of  ground  with  my 
houses  and  all  things  thereto  p’tayning  and  8  acres  of  ground  of  my  great  lott  on  Roxbury  bounds  and  six 
acres  of  medow  ground  on  the  side  Neponset  river  and  3  acres  on  the  other  side  the  river.”  .... 

1636,  Apl.  16.  Vol.  I,  p  54  Stiles:  With  the  first  dawn  of  Spring  the  Rev.  John  Warham  party,  compris¬ 
ing  a  large  portion  of  the  population  of  Dorchester,  start  on  their  pilgrimage  for  the  Connecticut  river  and 
settle  the  town  of  Windsor,  Ct.  This  journey  was  by  sail  boat,  not  as  difficult  as  the  overland  Hooker 
party,  to  Hartford,  in  June  following.  Thomas  Holcomb  with  his  young  bride  Elizabeth  and  probably 
one  or  two  children  were  of  this  party.  Land  grants  were  made  at  once  no  doubt  but  land  records  were  not 
started  till  1640.  The  Palisado  was  built  in  Windsor  in  1637  because  of  the  Pequot  war.  Passing  out  of  the 
N.  E.  corner  along  the  main  street  we  find  our  Thomas  Holcomb  occupying  the  16th  house  in  order  as 
shown  on  map  by  Stiles. 

1637,  Sept.  10.  Vol.  I,  p  37  T  V,  Dorchester:  Following  a  town  meeting  of  this  date  there  is  a  map  show¬ 
ing  86  grantees  of  meadow  lands  in  Dorchester.  It  is  headed  “The  map  of  the  Meddows  beyond  the 
Naponset  River  and  how  yt  is  allotted  out.”  One  of  the  86  is:  “No.  65  T  Holcom  3a.”  This  is  doubtless 
the  3  acre  plot  “on  the  other  side  the  river”  as  mentioned  in  the  sale  of  1635  above. 

1638,  9,  Jan’y  14.  Vol.  I,  p  220-7  G  C:  Thomas  Holcomb  no  doubt  was  among  “all  the  free  planters” 
who  on  this  day  convened  at  Hartford  to  adopt  a  constitution  of  Government.  This  first  constitution 
became  a  model  for  America. 

1640,  Nov.  16.  Vol.  I,  p  12  L  R,  Windsor:  “Josias  Hull  hath  purchased  Thomas  Holcom  his  home  Lott, 
fifteen  acres  and  halfe  bounded  east  by  his  own  meadow  as  also  Nyne  acres  and  halfe  of  meadow  bounded 
east  by  the  great  river;  also  his  wood  lott  of  14  acres  towards  pine  meadow.”  Stiles  says  this  lot  was  14H 
rods  wide  and  was  about  opposite  the  old  Lemuel  Welch  house  and  garden,  the  east  line  being  3J^  rods 
N  of  S  line  of  Welch  garden.  This  sale  precedes  the  removal  of  the  family  to  Poquonock,  four  miles  west 
of  Windsor  centre,  the  homelot  there  being  shown  in  next  item.  Thomas  Holcomb,  his  wife,  and  five 
children  made  this  move. 

1640,  Dec.  25.  P  30  Do:  “Thomas  Holcom  his  former  graunts  sold  to  Josyas  Hull,  William  Higben  and 
George  Phelps  .  .  .  .Thomas  Holcombe  hath  granted  by  vertue  of  Pu.'-chase  at  paquannick  for  a  home 
lott  with  meadow  adjoyning  twenty  acres  in  breadth  twenty  rodd,  in  length  from  the  brooke  before  his 
howse  down  to  the  rivulett  in  pt  .  .  .  .  Allso  adjoyning  4L'2  acres;  allso  on  the  west  side  of  the  brooke 
before  his  howse  25  acres;  allso  by  purchase  from  Henry  Clarke  24  acres  in  the  fourth  meadow”  .... 

1648,  May  1.  Vol.  I,  p  483  G  G:  The  will  of  John  Horskins  of  Windsor  says,  “some  persons  owe  mee 
small  sums  of  corn”  and  names  our  Thomas  among  three  others. 

1649,  Sept.  13.  P  204  Do:  The  General  Court  considers  the  danger  of  the  Holcomb,  Griswold  and  Bart¬ 
lett  families  due  to  “their  remoate  living  from  neighbors  and  nearnes  to  the  Indians”  and  so  frees  one 
soldier  among  them  on  each  training  day  to  be  a  sentinel  at  home.  “This,”  says  Stiles,  “  is  the  first  mention 
of  any  settlement  of  that  portion  of  Windsor  known  as  Poquonock.  Thomas  Holcomb,  John  Bartlett, 
Edward,  Francis  and  George  Griswold,  all  of  Windsor,  had  removed  thither  and  were  living  north  of 
where  Stony  Greek  crosses  the  highway.  Next  to  Griswold’s  lot  of  29  acres  came  Thomas  Holcomb’s  lot  of 
20  acres,  20  rods,  west  on  ‘the  brook  before  his  house  to  the  Rivulet,’  his  South  line  probably  being  about 
20  rods  from  the  top  of  the  hill  at  the  highway.”  The  actual  removal,  thinks  Stiles,  was  probably  soon 
after  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  the  land  in  1642.  The  above  deeds,  however,  would  indicate 
earlier  removal. 
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1650  a.  P  5  Henry  Wolcott  Jr’s  Ancient  Ledger: 

“Thomas  halcum  owes  me  for  59  pound  of  bcefe  ........  £0-1 4-9 

of  which  he  payed  to  Mr.  Gyell  Kane  ..........  0-  7-0 

It  he  paide  to  Pliillip  randall  ............  0-  6-0" 


1655/6,  Feb’y  7.  Vol.  1,  p  30  L  R:  “Thomas  Holcom  had  twelve  acres  of  Wood  Land  bounded  out  to 
him  by  the  Towne.’’  Also  on  March  4th,  “Ten  acres  of  Wood  land”  .... 

1657,  Sept.  7.  Vol.  I,  p  46  B  M  D:  “Thomas  Holcomb  Dyed,  Sep:  7th:  57.”  He  died  at  Wind.sor 
(Poquonock)  intestate  and  probably  very  suddenly  without  time  to  make  a  will.  'Re\'.  Matthew  Grant 
records  the  fact  that  Thomas  Holcom  was  one  of  nine  persons  to  die  in  Windsor  in  1657.  He  was  56  years 
old  if  his  birth  year  is  stated  correctly. 

1657,  Oct.  IS.  Vol.  II,  p  105  C  C:  “An  Inventory  taken  of  the  estate  of  Thomas  Holcom  of  Windsor 
Late  deceased  by  those  whose  names  are  under  written: 


ImpHorelcaven  acres  in  home  Lotts  with  housing  and  orchard  valued  at  ....  XOSO-OO-OO 

It  foure  acres  adjoying  to  tlie  liome  lott  inclosed  &  broken  up  .....  006'00'00 

It  ten  acres  3^  of  meadow  ............  OlO-lO-OO 

It  in  the  fourth  meadow  12  acres  vallued  at  ........  .  OiS-OO-OO 

It  25  acres  of  wood  land  over  the  brooke  against  the  house  ......  003-00-00 

It  48  acres  of  woodland  against  the  4th  meadow  6c  12  acres  adjoying  to  the  backer  end  of  it  .  007-10-00 

It  10  acres  on  south  side  of  South  brooke  ..........  000-10-00 

It  his  part  in  that  called  Tinkers  farme,  80  acres  &  a  barnc  for  Come  in  the  mowe  .  .  .  003-00-00 

It  in  wheat  vallued  to  bee  120  bush  &  threshing  pd  for  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  024-00-00 

It  in  pease  40  bush  6c  threshing  paid  ..........  006-00-00 

It  in  oats  20  bush  ..............  002-00-00 

It  in  Indian  Come  003-02-00 

It  in  hay  vallued  at  .............  009-00-00 

It  4  oxen  vallued  at  .............  024-00-00 

It  4  cows  one  bull  8c  calfe  vallued  at  ..........  018-00-00 

It  1  horse  016-00  00 

It  1  oxe  at  £6,1  oxe  at  5£  10s . 01 1-10-00 

It  4  swine  together  at  •  004-00-00 

20  more  lines  of  household  and  farm  items  .........  081-07-06 


£294-10-00 

"The  estate  indebted  first  given  in  in  grosse  ......  £80-03-09 

It  demanded  by  Edw  Grissell  ........  01-18-08 

3  or  4  other  perticulers  whereof  wee  have  a  true  account  .  .  .  02-07-03 

£84-09-08 


“The  related  that  survive  the  aforesaid  deceased  is  the  Relickt  Elizabeth  his  widdow 
“Sonnes:  1.  Joshua  the  eldest  of  age  17  yeares 

2.  Benajah  the  second  of  age  13  yeares  3  moneths 

3.  Nathaniell  the  third  of  age  9  yeares 
“Daughters:  4.  Abigail  the  eldest  unmarried  of  age  13  yeares  K 

5.  Deborah  the  youngest  of  age  6  yeares  7  moneths 


Note:  The  two  oldest  girls  who  were  married  are  not  mentioned. 


Mathew  Grant.” 


1657,  Dec.  3.  P  109  Do:  “At  a  quarter  Gourt,  The  Inventory  of  Thomas  Holcomb  deceased  his  estate 
is  presented  to  this  Gourt  and  testifyed  to  bee  a  true  Inventory.”  Widow  Elizabeth  was  appointed  ad¬ 
ministrator. 


1659/60,  Jan’y  18.  Vol.  1,  p  178  Stiles:  Thomas  Holcomb  is  in  the  Book  of  Rates  at  Windsor  as  having 
paid  6  5  as  his  share  for  the  privilege  of  having  a  long  seat  in  the  meeting  house.  There  were  55  assigned  to 
these  long  seats,  among  them  being  our  John  Bissell  65,  Jonathan  Gillet  6s,  Anthony  Hawkins  6s,  Richard 
Vore  6s,  and  William  Buel  6s. 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


1660,  Dec.  15.  Vol.  II,  p  106  C  C:  “On  tliis  15th  day  of  December,  1660,  1  doc  acknowledge  to  have 
received  of  my  Father  Enno  of  my  wife’s  portion  the  whole  sum. 

S.\MUEL  Bissell”  (son-in-law) 

1660,  Dec.  17.  Do:  “On  this  17th  day  of  December,  1660,  I  doe  acknowledge  to  have  received  of  my 
Father  Enno  ye  full  sum  of  my  portion.  Witness  my  Hand: 

Joshua  Holcomb”  (son) 

1677,  Aug.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  882  Stiles:  Thomas  Holcom  is  on  Rtrt.  Matthew  Grant’s  list  as  having  had  8 
children  born  at  Windsor.  On  same  list  arc  Joshua  Holcolm  3,  Nathaniel  Holcom  2,  Benaja  Holcom  2. 


CHILDREN 

(first  2  born  in  F.tigland  or  Dorchester,  Mass.;  last  8  Lxjrn  in  Windsor,  Ct.)  9  ch 

1.  ELIZABETH  b. - ;  m.  Nov.  16,  1654,  Sergt.  Josias  Ellsworth;  she  d.  Sept.  18,  1712,  a:  a  78  he  d.  Aug. 

20,  1689,  ar  60 

They  lived  in  Windsor;  his  inv’y,  i‘655-00-00.  Ancestors  of  Oli\er  Ellsworth,  LL  D.  (1745-1807)  who  was  1st 
U.  S.  Senator  from  Connecticut  and  Chief  Justice  of  LL  S.  as  successor  of  jay. 

2.  MARY  b. - ;  m.  Oct.  3,  1655,  George  Griswold;  she  d  Apl.  4,  1708,  <x  a  72  he  d.  Sept.  3,  1704,  x  69  10  ch 

The  were  of  Windsor  w  here  “  he  was  an  eminently  respected  citizen  ”;  his  inv’y,  £362-08-00. 

3.  ABIGAIL  bp.  June  6,  1638;  m.  June  11,  1658,  Samuel  Bissell  (see  below) 

4.  JOSHUA  bp.  Sept.  27,  1640;  m.  June  4,  1663,  Ruth  Sherwood;  he  d.  Dec.  1,  1690,  a:  50  she  d.  10  ch 

He  had  the  homestead  at  Windsor.  They  removed  to  Simsbury  which  he  represented  in  the  Gen’l  Court.  His 

inv’y,  £474-08-00. 

5.  SARAH  b.  Aug.  14,  1642;  she  d.  1654,  a:  12 

She  was  one  of  four  people  to  die  in  Wittdsor  in  1654. 

6.  BENAJAH  b.  June  23,  1644:  m.  April  1 1,  1667,  .Sarah  Eno;  he d.  June  25,  1736,  .x92  shed.  Apl.,  1732, «e 83  9  ch 

He  joined  Windsor  Church  in  1686. 

7.  DEBORAH  b.  Oct.  15,  1646;  shed.  1643, :c2  She  was  one  of  25  ^xrsons  to  die  in  Windsor  in  1648. 

8.  LT.  NATHANIEL  b.  Nov.  4,  1648;  m  ( 1)  Feb’y  27,  1670,  Mary  Bli.ss;  he  d.  a  March,  1741,  ae 93  shed.  9  ch 

They  lived  in  Simsbury,  which  he  represented  in  Gen  1  Couit  6  years.  First  wife  was  of  Springfield,  Mass.  He 
m  (2)  Jan’y  17,  1722,  3,  Sarah  widow  of  Josiah  Owen.  His  inv’y  w.is  £100  plus. 

9.  DEBORAH  b.  Feb’y  15,  1650;  m.  Nov.  5,  1668,  Daniel  Birge;  she  d.  May  26,  1666,  x  36  hed.  Jan’y  26,  10  ch 

1697/  8,  X  54.  They  lived  in  Windsor.  His  inv’y  was  £254-07-00. 

10.  JONATH.AN  b.  M^h.  23,  1652;  he  d.  Sept.  15,  1656,  a:  4.  He  was  one  of  four  people  to  die  in  1656  in  Windsor. 

LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Samuel  Bissell  bp.  1636  m.  Abigail  Holcomb  b.  1638 
James  Eno  b.  1651  m.  Abigail  Bissell  b.  1651 
David  Eno  b.  1702  m.  Mary  Gillett  b.  1703 
Capt.  Jonathan  Eno  b.  1739  m.  .Mary  Hart  b.  1744 
Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  .Mary  Richards  b.  1785 
;  Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

i  Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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THE  HOPKINS  FAMILY 


WILLIAM  HOPKINS  b. - 

MARY -  m. - 

b. -  d.  a  1643 

d.  aft.  Sept.  2,  1670 

1643.  Mary  Hopkins’  husband  died  at  Strat¬ 
ford  early  this  year  and  the  next  we  hear  of  her 
she  is  at  Windsor,  mentioned  in  the  will  of  her 
second  husband. 

1645,  Apl.  26.  Vol.  1,  p  170  Stiles:  Richard 
Whitehead  of  Windsor  makes  will,  proved  June  26, 
1645,  leaving:  “To  wife  Mary  Whitehead  and 
her  heirs  and  assigns  forever  all  my  lands,  tene¬ 
ments  and  hereditaments  lying  in  New  England, 
also  my  goods,  cattle  and  chattels  upon  condition 
that  she  shall  pay  and  satisfy  unto  my  said 
daughter  in  law  .Mary  Lewes  so  much  more  money 
as  will  satisfy  unto  her  and  fully  make  up  her 
said  portion  of  one  hundred  pounds.”  The  will 
makes  it  clear  that  wife  Mary  had  settled  upon 
her  daughter  Mary  ClOO  prior  to  her  marriage  to 
William  Lewis  in  1644.  This  is  the  £100  referred 
to. 

1670,  Sept.  2.  Vol.  Ill,  p  101  C  C:  “Thomas 
Hancock  of  Farmington,  aged  25  yearcs,  &  James 
Bemcnt  of  sd  Farmington,  aged  18  yeares,  person¬ 
ally  appeared  in  court  &  upon  their  oath  Testifyed 
that  Mary  Whitehead,  the  Known  Mother  of 
Mary  the  wife  of  Lt.  William  Lewes,  of  Farming- 
ton,  in  Connecticut,  in  New  England,  was,  this 
2nd  of  September,  1670,  alive  and  they  had  dis¬ 
course  with  her  in  her  son  Lt.  William  Lewes 
House.”  How  much  longer  she  lived  is  not 
revealed. 


1639/40,  Jan’y  14.  Vol.  1,  p  45  G  C:  Claim  is 
commonly  made  that  William  Hopkins  was  a 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Court  at  Hartford 
this  date;  but  this  lias  been  confused  with  the 
court  order  which  follows  which  makes  him  a 
special  commissioner  at  “Cuphege”  where  he  is 
living.  This  is  the  Indian  name  for  Stratford, 
Connecticut.  To  be  named  for  this  office  shows 
that  he  was  known  to  the  General  Court  as  a  man 
of  standing  and  reliability.  It  may  be  that  he  was 
a  brother  of  Mr.  Edward  Hopkins  who  was  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Connecticut  Colony  at  this  time.  We 
have  little  knowledge  of  him  in  America  for  he 
lived  here  so  far  as  known  only  during  the  short 
space  of  about  five  years  when  he  died.  No  knowl¬ 
edge  has  come  to  us  as  yet  as  to  his  antecedents 
in  England. 

1640,  June  15.  P45Do:  “Whereas  by  an  Order 
the  14th  of  January,  1640,  none  is  to  be  chosen  a 
Magistrate  but  such  as  are  prpounded  in  some 
Generali  Courte  before,  yet  notwthstanding,  as 
Cuphege  and  Uncoway  are  somewhat  farre  distant 
fr5  this  Courte,  and  there  is  a  necessity  of  the  dis¬ 
pensation  of  justice  in  those  Townes,  therefore  in 
the  meane  &  untill  the  next  Generali  Courte  of 
Election,  yt  is  thought  meet  &  so  ordered,  that 
Mr.  Willia  Hopkins  of  Cuphege  be  a  Commissioner 
to  joyne  with  Mr.  Ludlow  on  all  Executions  in 
their  p’rticular  Courte  or  otherwise  &  is  now 
sworne  to  that  purpose.”  Dr.  Trumbull  and  ot'ners 
have  stated  that  Mr.  Thomas  Fairchild  was  the 
first  gentleman  vested  with  civil  authority  at 
Stratford  but  this  record  proves  them  in  error. 
Cupheag  was  the  Indian  name  for  Stratford  and 
Uncoway  the  name  for  Fairfield. 


In  this  year  of  1640  Magistrates  and  officers  in  America  breathed  easier  because  the  Long  Parliament  in 
England  began  its  session  of  20  years  by  at  once  reversing  all  the  tyrannical  and  illegal  acts  of  the  past 
eleven  years,  with  the  abolition  of  the  Star  Chamber  and  the  High  Commission,  and  the  impeachment  of 
Strafford.  In  America  it  gave  the  Colonies  a  chance  to  form  a  Union  or  Confederacy  among  themselves, 
the  announced  reason  for  such  a  union  being  “the  depressed  state  of  the  colonies;  the  dangers  to  be  appre¬ 
hended  from  the  Dutch,  French,  and  Indians;  the  commencement  of  civil  discord  in  England,  and  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  aid  thence  in  any  emergency.”  This  “United  Colonies  of  New  England”  included 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 

only  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Plymouth  and  Is’cw  Haven.  Maine  and  Rhode  Island  were  rejected. 
This  was  the  first  American  experience  in  federation  and  it  lasted  for  over  40  years. 

1640,  June  15.  Do:  At  the  same  Court  meeting  as  above  the  following  order  was  passed.  The  Mr.  Welles 
referred  to  is  our  Governor  Thomas  Welles,  at  this  time  Treasurer  of  the  Colony.  Mr.  Ludlow  represented 
Uncoway.  Mr.  Blakman  was  Rev.  Adam  Blakcman,  first  minister  at  Uncoway:  “  It  is  Ordered  that  .Mr. 
Ludlowe,  Mr.  Hopkins  &  Mr.  Blakman  shall  survey  &  divyde  and  sett  out  the  bounds  betwixt  the  planta¬ 
tion  of  Cuphege  and  Uncoway  (Fairfield)  provided  if  they  cannot  accord,  Mr.  Welles  at  his  next  coming  to 
those  parts  shall  issue  yt.” 

1642,  April  9.  Vol.  I,  p  88  G  C:  “At  the  Generali  Courte  for  Election  of  Magistrates:  John  Haynes 
Esqr,  Mr.  Phelps,  Mr.  Webster,  Capten  Mason,  Mr.  Welles,  .Mr.  Whiting;  these  present.  Ed:  Hopkins, 
Esqr,  Will’  Hopkins:  absent.”  Those  named  register  the  .Magistrates  at  the  beginning  of  the  session.  It 
shows  that  William  Hopkins  was  rated  among  the  .Magistrates,  wlio  were  the  Upper  House  of  the  General 
Court  of  Connecticut.  The  Upper  House  went  by  the  term  of  .Magistrates  from  the  first  meeting  in  16,36 
at  Hartford  till  1662,  when  the  Royal  Charter  of  Charles  II  substituted  the  term  Assistant  for  that  of 
Magistrate  and  this  term  continued  in  use  until  1819  when  the  name  Assistant  was  changed  to  Senator. 
The  term  General  Court  was  gradually  changed  to  General  Assembly. 

Sometime  between  this  Court  of  April,  1642,  and  the  Court  of  April  13,  1643,  William  Hopkins  had  an¬ 
swered  the  final  summons,  for  on  the  latter  date  the  following  Court  Order  was  voted  which,  had  he  been 
living,  would  not  have  been  necessary:  “  It  is  Ordered,  that  one  or  two  of  the  Magistrates  shall  be  sent  to 
Stratford  and  Uncoway,  (Fairfield),  to  joyne  wth  .Mr.  Ludlowe  for  the  execution  of  Justice,  twice  thisycare, 
vizt.,  the  last  Thursday  in  Aprill  and  the  last  in  September.  Capten  Mason  and  Mr.  Welles  are  appoynted 
for  the  last  in  Aprill.”  Again  by  the  year  1644  Mrs.  Hopkins  had  become  the  wife  of  Richard  Wliitehead 
of  Windsor  and  it  was  as  his  wife  that  she  made  the  marriage  contract  for  her  daughter  Mary,  who  was 
married  as  early  as  1644  to  Lt.  William  Lewis.  Savage  says  of  William  Hopkins:  “  It  is  unknown  whence 
he  came,  when  he  died  or  what  children  he  had.”  We  are  sure  of  one  child  however  in  .Mary. 

1663,  8th,  3d.  Vol.  I,  p  15  Stratford  Hist  (1886):  “The  Testimony  of  John  Minor  taken  upon  oath:  At 
our  first  coming  to  them  the  Indians  there  present  did  all  agree  in  one  that  they  liad  never  given  any  land 
particularly  to  Captain  Beebce  but  that  they  gave  it  to  Mr.  Hopkins  and  Mr.  Haynes  and  the  other  comtee 
of  Conecticoate  Generally.”  The  time  referred  to  by  deponent  was  25  years  ago  or  in  1638;  hence  William 
Hopkins  was  actually  on  the  ground  at  Cupheag  two  years  before  the  General  Court  acted  as  above  in 
making  him  the  first  Magistrate  there. 


CHILDREN 


^  (only  one  known) 

1.  MARY  b. - ;  m.  1644,  Capt.  William  Lewis  (see  below) 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Capt.  William  Lewis  b.  1620  m.  Mary  Hopkins  b. - 

William  Lewis  b.  1656  7  m.  Sarah  Moore  b.  1661  2 

Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis  b.  1697  m.  Elizabeth  Newell  b.  1694 

Adonijah  Lewis  b.  1722  rn.  Mary  Bronson  b.  1742  3 

Amos  Richards  b.  1759  m.  Lydia  Lewis  b.  1763 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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THE  HUMPHREY  FAMILY 


JONAS  HUMPHREY  b. - 

ANN -  ni. - 

b.  - 

d.  aft.  husband  d.  a  Dec.,  1657 

1657,  Dee.  2.  In  his  will  her  husband  gives  to 
“Ann  my  loving  wife”  one  tenement  in  Wendover 
and  one  “close  of  meadowe;”  also  all  “residue  of 
goods, chatties,”  &c.  And  “  my  wife  Ann  1  appoint 
my  full  and  sole  executri.x.” 

1657/8,  Jan’y  16.  Above  will  is  proved  by 
Ann  Humphrey  relict  and  extrix.  \Vc  know 
nothing  of  how  much  longer  she  lived. 


1657,  Dec.  2.  P  22  Humphrey  Gen  Appen 
(1887):  This  abstract  of  will  of  Jonas  Humphrey 
is  taken  from  the  P  Ct  of  London;  Wotton  p  50: 
“To  Ann  my  loving  wife,  all  that  my  messuage  or 
tenement,  now  in  the  occupation  of  Ellen  Clement, 
widdowe,  situate  in  Wendover,  Buckinghamshire, 
aforesd;  with  all  barnes,  buildings,  &  appurtC' 
nances;  also  one  close  of  meadowe  or  pasture 
ground  in  the  parish  of  Wendover  adjoyning  to 
the  backside  of  Henry  Stevens  on  the  East,  &  the 
lands  of  John  Hill  on  the  North,  and  the  highway 
leading  from  Wendover  to  Elsborough  on  the  South 
and  west  side,  with  all  the  appurtenances  for  her 
natural  life. 


“To  my  three  das:  Ann,  Elizabeth,  and  Alice,  all  the  aforementioned  close  immediately  after  the 
death  of  my  sd  wife  -  unless  my  eldest  sonne  Jonas  Humphrey  shall  consent  to  pay  to  my  da:  Ann  £8; 
and  to  my  das:  Elizabeth  and  Alice  £6  each,  or  if  they  be  not  of  age  or  married,  to  pay  the  same  to  my 
loveing  friends  Henry  Townsend  of  Wendover,  gent:  and  William  Aldridge,  yeoman,  in  trust  for  my  sd  das: 
then  the  sd  close  shall  belong  to  my  sd  sonne  Jonas  Humphrey,  his  heircs  &  assigns  forever. 

“To  my  sonne  John  Humphrey  £20.  To  my  das:  Elizabeth  and  Alice  £5  each.  Residue  of  my  goods, 
chattels,  etc:  to  my  wife  Ann,  whom  I  appoint  my  full  and  sole  exor.” 


Witnesses:  William  Aldridge,  Henry  X  Townsend 


1657/8,  Jan’y  16.  Do:  Will  proved  by  Ann  Humphrey  relict  and  extrix.  With  son  Jonas  born  about 
1585  Jonas  sen’r  must  have  attained  an  age  of  over  ninety. 


CHILDREN 

(as  named  in  will;  all  born  in  England) 

1.  JONAS  b.  a  15^5;  m.  Frances - (see  below) 

2.  ANN  b.  She  receives  an  £8  interest  in  father’s  will. 

3.  ELIZABETH  b.  She  receives  a  £11  interest  in  father’s  will. 

4.  ALICE  b.  She  receives  a  £11  interest  in  father’s  will. 

5.  JOHN  b.  He  receives  £20  in  father’s  will. 


JONA.S  HUMPHREY  b.  a  1585 

FRANCES  ^ m  (1)  Frances - 

b.  -  m  (2)  Year  1660 

d.  bef.  husband  Wid.  Jane  (Clapp)  Weeks 

he  d.  Mch.  19,  1661/2 
ae  a  77 

1639,  Nov.  4.  P  6  C  R,  Dorchester:  Mrs. 


1585.  P  841  Humphrey  Fam  (1883):  Since  the 
oldest  child  of  Jonas  Humphrey  was  born  in  1603 
we  judge  that  1585  represents  approximately  the 
date  of  his  birth  somewhere  in  England.  It  was 
probably  in  Wendover,  Buckinghamshire,  for  this 
is  the  town  w-here  his  parents  lived,  where  he  had 
been  a  constable,  and  from  which  he  emigrated  to 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


Humphrey  is  recorded  opposite  her  husband  as  come  to  America.  After  his  death  there  was  found 

having  joined  the  church  “by  profession  of  faith  among  his  papers  a  treatise  upon  his  office  and 

and  Repentance  and  taking  hould  of  the  Covent  duties  as  constable  there  which  is  still  in  posses- 

before  the  Congregation.’’  This  is  the  only  record  sion  of  one  of  his  descendants, 

we  find  in  regard  to  this  good  mother.  ,(^35  p  Dorchester  Hist  (1859):  The  author 

■  states  that  Jonas  Humphrey  arrived  in  Dorches¬ 
ter,  Mass.,  at  about  the  time  of  Mr.  Richard  Mather's  arrival  in  the  James,  which  came  from  Bris¬ 
tol,  England,  in  1635.  He  must  have  been  around  fifty  years  of  age  at  this  time  and  he  brought  with 
him  the  whole  family  of  wife  and  five  children,  the  oldest  of  whom  was  about  twenty  seven.  Jonas  was 
a  tanner.  Seven  generations  of  Humphreys  have  carried  on  the  tanning  business  on  the  same  site.  He 
lived  on  present  Humphrey  St.,  Dorchester.  Savage  says  above  generations  of  Humphreys  were  most 
worthy.  The  first  official  record  of  him  seems  to  be  the  following  land  record  showing  that  he  bought  the 
place  owned  by  William  Hammond  who  had  removed  to  Windsor,  Connecticut. 


1637,  Sept.  10.  Vol.  1,  p  29  T  V:  “The  howse  of  Willm  Hannam  with  the  sayd  p’ts  of  his  swamp,  his 
hoame  lott  and  great  lot  and  one  aker  of  meddow  hee  hath  made  sales  of  unto  Jonas  Humphries  with  his 
Interest  in  the  Comons.’’ 


1637/8,  Jan’y  2.  P  33  Do:  “It  is  ordered  that  the  p'tyes  underwritten  shall  have  each  of  them  satis¬ 
faction  in  lieu  of  the  calves  Pasture  from  the  Burying  place  towards  John  Phillips.’’  Nine  persons  are 
given  one  acre  each.  Here  is  sample  record;  “Good;  Humphries  1  aker.’’ 

1637/'8,  Mch.  18.  P  35  Do:  “The  proportion  which  each  man  is  to  have  according  to  the  rule  agreed 
on.’’  In  this  first  list  of  57  people  we  find:  “Jonas  Humfry  2  akers,  3  quarters,  16  rods  in  the  necke; 
3  akers,  1  quarter,  6  rods  of  the  Cowes  Pasture.” 

1639,  Nov.  4.  P  6  C  R:  Jonas  Humphrey  and  wife  are  named  as  having  “been  added  to  the  church  and 
joyned  thereunto  as  members  of  the  same  body.” 

1640,  May  13.  Vol.  I,  p  281  M  B  C:  Jonas  Humphreys  was  made  a  freeman  of  Massachusetts  Bay 
Colony.  As  a  freeman  and  a  new  member  of  the  Church  he  was  doubtless  one  to  welcome  the  coining  of 
the  “Bay  Psalm  Book”  -  the  first  hook  printed  in  New  England  -  just  now  coming  from  the  press  at 
Cambridge.  It  was  a  metrical  version  of  the  Psalms  prepared  in  English  by  John  Eliot,  Richard  Mather 
and  Thomas  Weld. 

1641 ,2,  Feb’y  7.  Vol.  I,  p  138  T  V:  Seventy  four  citizens  of  Dorchester,  including  Jonas  Humffrey  and 
our  John  Hill,  sign  agreement  that  Thompson’s  Island  and  “all  the  benefitt  and  prfitts  thereof”  be  given 
to  the  Town  of  Dorchester  “for  the  Maintenance  of  a  free  school  for  the  instructinge  and  Teachinge  of 
Children  and  Youth  in  good  literature  and  Learning.” 

1646,  July  30.  P  388  Do:  “The  Rate  for  the  Castle  dated  30th:  5th  1646  is  £30-8-11  whereof  Bro. 
Humphries  pt  is  £13-8-2.” 

1646/7,  Jan’y  19.  P  66  Do:  “  It  is  granted  by  the  plantation  that  Jonas  Humfrayes  shall  have  an  acer 
of  Land  (which  was  granted  to  him  to  have  had  elsewhere)  at  Squantums  neck  and  reconpenc  for  a  way 
laid  on  his  land  in  Great  lotts  containing  45  roddes.” 

• 

1646/7,  Feb’y  2.  P  99  Do:  Jonas  Humphres  and  son  James  arc  signers  among  57  citizens  asking  for 
arbitrators  on  “the  finall  Determining  and  ending  of  all  matters  in  controversy  concerning  the  fence 
about  the  great  lotts”  .... 

1647/8,  Feb’y  11.  P  408  Do:  “An  order  Concerninge  fence:  The  ov’seers  appoynted  are  these  follow- 
inge:  Augustine  Clements,  Jonas  Humphrye  and  nycholas  Clapp  of  the  great  lotts  and  the  lands  there¬ 
unto  adioyninge.”  , 

1651/2,  Feb’y  9.  P  416  Do:  In  selectmen’s  minutes:  “  It’m  remayneing  in  brother  Humferis  hand  doe 
unto  the  towne  £0:12:  0.” 
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1658.  9,  Mch.  8.  P  128  Do:  “The  names  of  such  as  are  appointed  to  view  the  fence  in  the  Common 
fields  for  this  yeare  1659:”  Eleven  committees  of  two  each  are  elected  for  the  various  sections.  The  conv 
mittee  for  the  8  acre  lots  was  Jonas  Humphrys  &  Henry  Woodward. 

1660,  P  842  Humphrey  Fam  (1833) :  When  over  70  at  least,  Jonas  Humphrey  married  the  widow  Jane 
(Clapp)  Weeks,  but  he  did  not  live  over  two  years  thereafter.  Her  husband  George  Weeks  had  died  Oct.  27, 
1659.  She  died  Aug.  2,  1668,  leaving  will  two  pages  long,  hut  with  inventory  amounting  only  to  039- 12-04. 

1661,  2,  Mch.  12.  Vol.  I,  p  383  P  Ct,  Boston:  “The  last  Will  and  Testament  of  Jonas  Humphreys  being 
wcake  in  body  by  reason  of  old  age  &  other  Infirmities,  but  of  perfect  understaiiding  and  memory;  blessed 
be  God  therefor,  I  doe  dispose  of  my  outward  Estate  as  followeth:  First,  I  give  to  my  beloved  wife  all 
that  Goods  that  is  now  in  being  which  she  brought  with  her.  Also  I  give  my  wife  a  third  part  of  ye  four 
accors  of  land  yt  lyeth  in  the  great  Lotts  &  a  third  part  of  four  accors  6:  a  halfe  in  the  20  accors  Lotts, 
&  a  third  part  of  two  accors  at  ye  eight  accor  Lotts,  during  her  life,  and  after  her  decease  all  these  parcells 
of  land  to  return  to  my  son  James  Humphreys.  Also  1  give  my  wife  one  cow,  one  new  chest,  one  blanket, 
one  pair  of  sheets,  and  half  the  hemp.  Also,  I  give  my  son  Jonas  Humfrey  one  Bed,  one  coverlid,  one 
flocke  Bolster,  also  my  cloake  and  my  great  coate.  Also  I  give  to  my  grandchild  Elizabeth  Frye  four 
pounds  &  yt  chest  yt  was  her  grand-mothers.  Also  I  give  my  daughter  Susanna  White  wife  to  Nicholas 
White  tenn  shillings.  All  the  rest  of  my  estate  both  land  and  goods  I  give  to  my  loving  son  James  Humfrey 
whome  I  make  my  whole  Executor. 

Witnesses:  Tho.mas  Joanes,  William  Sumner,  Edward  Clap  Jonas  X  Hu.mpkrey” 

1661  2,  Mch.  19.  Vol.  21,  p  26  Boston  Ser:  “Jonas  Humphreys  Deceased  this  Life  the  9  (1)  1661  '2.” 
The  date  given  in  this  V  R  is  Mch.  9th  which  evidently  is  incorrect.  The  inventory  shows  it  correctly. 
He  attained  an  age  of  close  to  77. 

1662,  Apl.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  384  P  Ct:  William  Sumner  and  Edward  Clap  deposed  to  say  that  they  were 
witnesses  to  above  will. 

1662,  Apl.  17.  Vol.  IV,  pp  79-80  Do:  “An  Inventory  taken  of  the  estate  of  Jonas  Humphreys  who 


departed  this  life  the  19th  of  March  166i  by  us  whose  names  are  underwritten: 

His  wearing  apparell,  A  gray  sute  breeches  &  Jacket,  &c  .......  £11-07-02 

Live  stock  including  1  o.x,  2  cows,  young  cattell,  a  calfe,  2  swine,  1 1  slieep,  2  lainbes,  of  1  horse  2S-03-00 

Kitchen  hardware,  carpenters  &  yard  tools,  &c  ........  .  7-13-05 

"  In  the  Chamber"  which  includes  Indian  Corn,  wheat  &  oats,  chests,  l-nids,  pots,  rugs,  muskets, 

swords,  harrow,  sithes,  pitchforks,  blankets,  pillows,  bolsters,  sheets,  napkins,  bagges,  &c  24-18-01 
“In  the  Cellar”  including  bacon  d  porke,  pounding  tub,  beare  barrell,  table,  apples,  butter  and 

cheese  ...........  .  .  .  .  2-03-00 

“In  the  shoppe”  inch'ding  leather  &  wool,  a  spinning  wheel,  tub,  chests,  cotton  cloth  .  .  2-  7-06 

4  akres  in  great  lots  .............  10-00-00 

2  akers  in  8  aker  lots  .............  5-00-00 

7H  akers  at  20  aker  lotts  ............  7-10-00 

2  akers  of  meadow  at  great  lots  ...........  5-00-00 

more  meddow  at  fresh  marsh  neare  20  akre  lots  ........  5-10-00 

In  monney  ...............  0-18-09 


Thomas  X  Joanes,  Edward  Clap,  William  Sumner  ye  sum  is  £104-13-03” 


1662,  Apl.  17.  P  80  Do:  “James  Humphreys  of  Dorchester,  sonne  to  ye  late  Jonas  Humphreys  deposed 
that  this  paper  contained  a  true  inventory  of  his  late  fathers  estate  that  when  he  knew  more  he  will  dis¬ 
cover  it.”  Just  three  days  later  the  King  Charles  charter  to  Connecticut  was  granted. 

CHILDREN 

(all  probably  born  in  England  and  all  by  first  wife) 

1.  ELDER  JAMES  b.  1608;  m.  Mary - ;  he  d.  May  12,  1686,  ae  78  she  d.  May  7,  1677  3  ch 

In  1646  he  was  Prop,  at  Dorchester;  “a  serious  loss  to  the  town,”  said  the  selectmen,  when  he  died. 
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2. 

3. 

4. 


5. 


SARAH  b. - ;  she  d.  Sept., 

ELIZABETH  b. - ;  m  (1)  ■ 


1638  unmarried 

Price;  she  m  (2)  William  Frye  who  was  of  Weymouth  per  his  will. 


JONAS  b.  1620;  m.  Mary - ;  he  d.  Oct.  30,  1689,  ac  69;  she  d.  1699 

He  was  of  Weymouth;  had  son  Dea.  Jonas. 


SUSANNAH  b. - ;  m.  Nicholas  White  (see  below) 


1  ch 
6  ch 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Nicholas  White  b. - m.  Susannah  Humphrey  b. - 

Joseph  White  b. - ni.  Mary - b. - 

Samuel  Fisher  b.  1669  m.  Lydia  White  b.  1682 

Samuel  Fisher  b.  a  1704  m.  Hannah  Thayer  b.  1704 

William  Bassett  b.  1726  m.  Lydia  Fisher  b.  1730 

Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 

Orias  Buell  Bassettc  b.  1807  in.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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1600.  William  Kclsc)'  was  born  with  the  seven- 
tecnth  century  according  to  his  own  testimony  in 
1674,  as  below,  that  he  was  then  “aged  about  74 
yea  res.” 

1632,  3,  Jan’y  7.  Vol.  I,  p  1  P  R,  Newtown:  This 
is  the  date  of  the  paling  agreement  in  Newtowne 
(Cambridge),  Massachusetts,  which  was  signed  by 
forty  two  settlers.  Three  rods  were  assigned  to 
William  Kelse,  577  rods  being  the  total.  As  pro¬ 
prietor  at  Cambridge  he  owned  lot  No.  63  as 
shown  in  the  Cambridge  History  in  the  first  map 
lay  out  of  the  town.  This  is  our  first  record  of 
William  Kelsey  in  America.  We  find  no  record  of 
his  English  antecedents,  though  arriving  at  the 
time  of  the  Braintree  Company,  the  chances  are 
good  that  he  came  from  their  neighborhood.  Posi¬ 
tive  evidence  of  his  death  is  likewise  lacking  but 
it  is  certain  that  in  life  he  exceeded  “three  score 
years  and  ten”  and  lived  practically  through  the 
reigns  of  James  1  (son  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots), 
Charles  1,  Commonwealth  and  Protectorate  of 
Cromwell  and  Charles  II,  all  of  England. 

In  William  Kelsey’s  forty  three  odd  years  of  life 
in  America  he  was  a  founder  of  three  New  England 
towns  -  Cambridge,  Mass.,  and  Hartford  and  Killingsworth,  Connecticut.  He  made  good  in  every 
one,  leaving  an  honorable  stamp  on  the  public  records  of  each  of  the  three.  The  stamp  of  the  patriotic 
pilgrim,  with  godly,  long  vision  ahead,  is  beautifully  shown  in  his  unique  deed  of  money  and  land  to 
the  Church  of  Killingworth  in  1674,  “being,”  as  he  said,  “de.sirous  to  promote  religion  &  the  mayntenance 
thereof  according  to  my  power.”  It  is  possible  that  William  Kelsey,  thirty  three  years  old  on  arrival, 
brought  a  young  wife  with  him  from  England;  but  it  is  more  probable  that  he  married  in  Cambridge 
during  his  three  or  four  year  stay  there  and  that  their  first  child  was  born  at  Hartford. 

1633,  Aug.  5.  P  1  Do:  Under  a  heading  “Lotts  Granted  for  Cowyardes”  twenty  eight  citizens  were 
granted  lots  such  as  these:  “John  Steele  3  Roodes;  William  lewis  Yi  akr;  Will  Kelse  1  roode.” 

1634,  Aug.  4.  P  2  Do:  “Lots  Granted  in  West  end  ffeild.”  Here  we  find:  “To  Will  Kelsy  3  A.” 

1634/5,  Mch.  4.  Vol.  I,  p  113  M  B  C:  William  Kelsey  was  made  a  freeman  of  Massachusetts  Bay 

Colony  by  the  General  Court  sitting  at  Boston  today. 

1635,  Aug.  20.  Vol.  I,  p  4  T  V:  “Att  a  Gennerall  Meeting  of  the  whole  Towne,”  a  Division  of  Fresh 
Pond  meadow  was  ordered  “accordinge  to  every  mans  severall  proportion.”  Here  are  a  few  under  this 
head:  “Tho  Scott  4;  Stephen  Hart  2;  William  Kelsy  1.” 

1635,  Oct.  5.  Vol.  I,  p  23  P  R:  Here  is  recorded  the  description  of  William  Kelsey’s  house  lot  and 
other  real  estate,  condensed  as  follows:  “In  the  Towne  one  house  with  Garden  and  backside  aboute 
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WILLIAM  KELSEY  b.  1600 

BETHIA  HOPKINS  m. - 

b. -  d.  1675 

d.  before  husband  az  75 


Our  only  authority  for  Bethia  Hopkins  being 
the  wife  of  William  Kelsey  is  found  in  an  item  in 
the  Boston  Transcript  of  July  3,  1923,  in  which 
the  writer  says:  “  It  is  generally  accepted  that  the 
wife  of  William  Kelsey  of  Hartford  was  Bethia 
Hopkins.”  The  writer  asks,  “Does  she  trace 
back  to  Gov.  Edward  Hopkins  of  New  Haven 
Colony?”  We  believe  she  was  a  good  mother  in 
Israel  from  the  quality  of  her  husband  and  her 
children  of  whom  she  had  at  least  six.  We  only 
know  that  she  died  before  husband  since  he  made 
no  provision  for  her  when  giving  all  his  lands  to 
the  boys.  Perhaps  she  nearly  equalled  him  since 
he  did  not  give  away  the  lands  till  the  year  before 
his  death.  The  Good  Book  says:  “The  days  of 
our  years  are  three  score  years  and  ten;  and  if  by 
reason  of  strength  they  be  four  score  years,  yet  is 
their  strength  labor  and  sorrow,  for  it  is  soon  cut 
oft',  and  we  fly  away.” 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 

halfe  aroode,  Crecke  lane  Northwest,  long  street  north  east . South  cast,  Andrew  Warner  south 

west;  moore  one  small  lott  hill  aboute  three  ackers  ....  inoorc  In  the  Create  Marsh  aboute  three 
ackers  ....  moore  In  West  end  aboute  halfe  an  acker  ....  moore  In  West  end  feild  aboute 
three  ackers”. 

1636,  Apl.  19.  P  38  Do;  Here  we  find  the  record  of  sale  of  some  at  least  of  his  property  prior  to  the 
removal  to  Connecticut:  “Know  all  men  By  these  p’sents  That  I  William  Kelsey  of  ye  Newtowtie  have 

sold  and  past  over  all  right . 1  have  In  any  parsell  of  meddowe  Ground  In  ye  Newtowne  unto 

Thomas  Ffisher.  ”  .... 

1636,  June  1.  Vol.  I,  p  43  Hist  of  Conn  (1898):  Mr.  Benjamin  Trumbull  in  1797  gave  this  description 
of  the  trip  to  1  lartford,  which  the  Hooker  Company,  of  which  William  Kelsey  and  possibly  his  wife  were 
a  part,  made  at  this  time:  “About  the  beginning  of  June,  Mr.  Hooker,  Mr.  Stone  (^the  ministers)  and 
about  a  hundred  men,  women  &  children  took  their  departure  from  Cambridge  and  travelled  more  than 
a  hundred  miles,  through  a  hideous  and  trackless  wilderness  to  Hartford.  They  had  no  guide  but  their 
compass,  made  their  way  over  mountains,  thro’  swamps,  thickets  and  rivers,  which  were  not  passable 
but  with  great  difficulty.  They  had  no  cover  but  the  heavens,  nor  any  lodging  but  those  which  simple 
nature  afforded  them.  They  drove  with  them  a  hundred  and  si.xty  head  of  cattle,  and  by  the  way,  sub- 
sisted  on  the  milk  of  their  cows.  Mrs.  Hooker  was  borne  through  the  wilderness  upon  a  litter.  The 
people  generally  carried  their  packs,  arms  and  some  utensils.  They  were  nearly  a  fortnight  on  their 
journey.”  Most  of  the  company  were  members  of  the  Church  at  Newtown  with  their  families.  William 
Kelsey  was  doubtless  a  member  there  and  so  we  find  him  in  the  original  membership  roll  of  the  First 
Church  of  Hartford,  as  shown  on  page  1 1  of  its  catalogue. 

1639  40,  Jan’y  3.  Vol.  I,  p  A,  L  R,  Hartford:  A  list  of  121  original  proprietors  is  given  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  land  records  of  Hartford.  It  is  headed,  “The  Names  of  Such  Inhabitants  as  have  right  in 
undivided  Lands.”  Each  man’s  share  is  given  “according  to  which  proportions  they  payd  for  t'ne  pur¬ 
chase  of  sayd  lands.”  William  Kelsey  is  41st  in  this  list  in  the  proportion  of  16,  the  total  being  3,281. 
Gov.  Haynes  had  the  largest  proportion  of  160.  Thirty  two  years  later  these  proportions  were  still  hold¬ 
ing  good  in  the  divisions  of  the  undivided  lands,  William  Callsey,  though  then  a  resident  of  Kenilworth, 
in  February,  1671  2,  being  one  of  89  proprietors  who  held  3,109  rights.  He  still  held  16  rights,  showing 
that  he  had  not  sold  out.  As  an  original  proprietor  of  Hartford  he  has  a  place  on  the  founders’  monu¬ 
ment  in  the  First  Church  graveyard  on  Main  street.  The  following  February  entry,  in  these  first  land 
records,  shows  the  land  William  Kelsey  secured  by  reason  of  his  rights  as  above  and  probably  by  reason 
of  further  purchases.  Each  line  represents  a  paragraph  of  description. 

1639/40,  Jan’y  14.  Vol.  I,  p  1  T  V:  Here  is  a  record  of  payments  by  the  town  made  to  individuals 
evidently  for  some  se’^vice:  One  record  is;  “pd  Wei  Kelcy  £0.2.6.” 

1639/40,  Feb’y.  Vol.  I,  p  141  L  R:  “Scverall  parcells  of  land  in  Hartford  upon  the  river  of  Connecticott 
belonginge  to  Willm  Kelsy:  viz  One  parcell  on  which  his  dwellinge  house  now  standeth  with  other  out 
houses  yards  &  gardens  therein  beinge  containinge  by  Estimacoh  one  acre  (more  or  lesse)  abuttinge  upon 
the  highway  from  the  Centinell  Hill  to  the  North  meadow  on  the  West  &  on  the  North  &  on  Mathew 
Marvens  land  &  Steven  Hart’s  land  on  the  East  &  Rob:  Dayes  land  on  the  South.” 

In  addition  there  are  listed  twenty  other  pieces  of  land  each  with  a  complete  description.  Condensed 
reference  to  each  follows:  “Three  acres  in  the  Neck  of  Land;  one  rood  in  Little  meadow;  two  roods  in 
North  meadow;  five  acres  also  in  North  meadow;  one  acre  on  East  Side  Great  River;  five  acres  in  the 
Cowpasture;  nine  acres  in  the  middle  oxepasture;  five  acres  of  meadow;  one. acre  in  the  neck  of  land; 
three  roods  in  the  neck  of  land;  seven  acres  in  the  Cowpasture;  one  rood  in  the  neck  of  land;  three  score 
parches  in  the  neck  of  land;  three  acres  in  the  neck  of  land;  one  acre  in  the  neck  of  land;  three  acres  in  the 
neck  of  land;  one  acre  in  the  neck  of  land;  five  acres  East  of  Great  River;  thirty  parches  of  swamp  on 
East  Side  Great  River;  two  roods  of  land  on  Mill  highway.” 

1645,  Apl.  8.  Vol.  1,  p  32  T  V:  “The  Eare  Markes:  for  Hartford  Settled  the  8th  of  Apill,  1645:  Willianr 
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Kclsys  Are  mark  for  his  Kattell  and  swine:  a  littcll  Slittc  under  the  of  are  one  hinder  partt  toward  the 

rotte  of  the  are.” 

1649,  April.  P  45  Do:  ‘‘Aprcll  1649  the  North  sid  granting  William  Kelsy  one  Aker  of  swamp  more 

or  lese  lying  over  the  est  sid  of  the  greatt  river  a  Joyning  to  William  Kelsys  Land.  William  Kelsy  doth 

bynd  himself  and  Ayers  for  ever  to  mayntayn  that  pece  of  fenc  riming  from  the  nek  gatt  by  .Nicholas 

Clarke  up  to  the  fenc  wich  now  belongeth  to  Steven  Hartt  soe  it  shall  bee  guged  sufitientt  by  the  men 
that  shall  be  apoyntcd  by  the  town  to  that  sarvese.” 

1650,  Sept.  11.  Vol.  II,  p  14  C  C:  John  Pratt  testifies  that  “hec  being  disired  by  William  Kellsy  to 
goe  over  the  River  to  Judge  some  harmes  and  spoyle  that  was  done  in  his  Indian  Come  now  finds  the 
damage  to  be  23  bushels.  Two  witnesses  testified  that  they  saw  “about  32  head  of  Cattle  neare  the 
said  Kellsyes  Come.”  Kellsy  sues  Tho:  Edwards  for  CIO  damage  and  Edwards  sues  Kellsy  for  £10  for 
not  fencing  his  corn.  The  jury  finds  for  Kellsy  23  bushels  of  com  damage  and  the  Couit  reduces  it  to 

10  bushels. 

1657,  Dec.  4.  Vol.  II,  pp  79  81  C  H  S:  William  Kelsey  is  one  of  nine,  with  our  George  Stocking,  to 
make  complaint  in  behalf  of  the  church  majority  who  favor  Rev.  Mr.  Stone  against  Capt.  Cullick,  Mr. 
Webster,  et  al,  who  have  taken  action  against  the  minister.  This  is  part  of  a  long  drawn  out  controversy 
which  leads  eventually  to  the  settlement  of  the  new  town  of  Hadley,  Mass. 

1657,  '8,  March  24.  Vol.  II,  p  94  G  C:  “William  Kelsey  is  freed  from  w-atching,  warding  &  trayning.” 
(This  is  the  last  entry  in  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Cullick,  Sec’y  of  the  Colony  for  10  years.) 

1658,  May  18.  Vol.  11,  p  114  C  C:  Willm  Kelsey  is  on  the  jury.  He  served  again  in  Dec.,  1661; 
and  on  Sept.  4,  1662  “Goodman  Kelsey”  served. 

1659  60,  Feb’y  13.  Vol.  I,  p  546  T  V:  “A  Coppy  of  ye  Mill  Rates  recorded  Feb:  13:  1659:  Wm  Calb 
sey  on  the  north  sidc”was  asse.ssed:  “In  1655,  0£  I65/1  02  dd]  in  1656,  0£  18s/j  03dd]  in  1657,  l£  04s/i 
03dd]  w'hole  sum  02C  18s/i  08dd.” 

1659  60  Feb’y  15  P  102  Do:  “At  a  generall  Towne  metting  Februwary  the  15th  1659,  there  is  Chosen 
Towns  men  one  the  North  side:  Mr.  John  Allyn,  William  Kellsy.”  On  Jan’y  18,  1661/2  they  render 
account  with  the  townsmen  of  the  South  side,  showing:  “Collected  £68'09'07;  paid  out  £69-1 1-07, 
towne  Dr.  by  ballanc  £01 '02-00.” 

1662,  Sept.  4.  Vol.  II,  p  177  C  C:  Berthlo:  Barnard  brings  suit  vs  William  Kelsey  for  “defamation 
for  slaundering  him  in  his  name  in  saying  his  language  &  lookes  were  such  as  if  he  came  out  of  ye  bot- 
tomles  pitt  to  ye  dammadge  of  £10.” 

1663,  Oct.  8.  Vol.  II,  p  190  G  C:  The  General  Court  having  resolved  in  August,  1663,  that  there  be 
such  a  town,  William  Kelsey  moved  to  Kenilworth,  Conn.,  being  among  the  first  12  planters  who  settled 
there  this  month.  John  Kelsey,  his  son,  was  another.  Four  children  in  fact  accompanied  them.  The 
two  older  girls  were  married  and  did  not  go,  while  some  sixteen  other  planters  moved  in,  in  the  next  2 
or  3  years. 

1663,  Oct.  Vol.  I,  p  3  P  R,  Kenilworth:  “The  determination  &  condition  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Generall  Assembly  for  the  ordering  of  the  settlement  &  Plantation  at  Hamonossett  Octob.  (1663).”  Here 
are  spread  nine  articles  of  agreement  under  this  heading.  Here  are  three  or  four:  “1.  That  none  putt 

in  above  tw'o  hundred  pounds  estate . 2.  That  every  mans  proportion  be  layd  out  by  lott. 

3.  That  every  one  that  putts  in  his  name  for  a  planter  remove  here  &  family  &  settle  within  two  years 

from  this  time  or  else  to  lose  their  lands . 9.  That  there  shall  be  thirty  families  on  the  east 

side  of  Homonesset  at  the  least.”  Twenty  names  are  signed  to  these  articles  among  them  being  our 
Edward  Griswold,  William  Kelsey  and  Samuell  Buell. 

1664/5,  Feb’y  15.  P  5  Do:  “The  prportion  of  fencing  agaynst  the  neck  from  the  Indian  River  to 
the  lane  against  Mr.  Hayden’s  house  lott  &  the  apportions  to  be  mayntayned  by  the  owners  of  the  neck 
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land  -  the  first  begining  at  the  river  &  soe  on  as  they  are  written.”  There  follow  27  names  with  pro^ 
portions  assigned  to  each.  William  Kelsey  is  first  with  ”7  Rodds,  S  footes”  which  is  the  sixth  in  si-e. 

1665,  Dec.  28.  P  4  Do:  ‘‘The  names  of  the  planters  admitted  by  the  Committee  and  now  settled  in 
the  place  &  others  by  the  Company  admitted  as  now  stand  on  record  as  Decemb.  28  1665  ”  Ten  names 

were  entered  in  the  first  bracket,  W"  Kelsey  being  the  sixth.  Other  names  were  added  as  they  qualified 
nnd  settled. 


1665/6,  Feby  16.  Vol.  I.  p  62  T  V,  Hartford:  ‘‘It  was  testified  by  the  Committee  that  the  names 
of  the  persons  mentioned  and  the  number  of  acres  there  set  to  them  is  the  true  division  of  the  uppland 
on  the  East  side  the  great  river  ....  it  being  allso  testified  that  the  Length  of  the  said  Lotts  was 
to  bee  three  miles  and  that  thereby  the  number  of  acres  above  said  are  trebled.”  Under  this  rule  Wih 
liam  Kelsey’s  share  of  16  would  be  multiplied  by  three  and  make  48  acres. 

1666,  June  12.  ^ol.  p  545  l  R,  Hartford:  William  Callsey  is  allotted  48  acres  in  the  division  of 
land  at  Hartford  beginning  ‘‘next  Windsor  bounds.”  This  item  is  marked  in  the  record  ‘‘sold  to  Philip  ” 
the  entry  being  made  some  years  later  no  doubt. 


1669,  Oct.  Vol  II,  p  525  G  C,  Ptd:  In  the  census  report  to  the  General  Court  of  the  free  men  of 
Kilhngworth,  William  Keilsey  and  John  Keilsey  both  appear.  There  were  but  nineteen  names  in  this 
list  and  there  were  but  nineteen  towns  in  Connecticut  to  report  this  census. 


1670/1,  February  15.  P  R,  Kenilworth:  ‘‘The  order  of  the  comon  fence  for  the  house  lotts  in  the 
quarter  from  the  high  way  by  W'ill:  Keilsey’s  to  the  east  side  of  John  Keilseys  house  lott  the  common 
fence  to  be  there  on  the  East  side  of  John  Keilsey  house  lott  and  to  begin  at  the  south  end  of  it  ”  Seven 
men  are  assigned  fencing  in  this  order.  John  Keilsey  is  seventh  with  ‘‘12  Rods  and  6  footes.” 

1670,  71,  Mch  11  Vol.  I,  p  353  L  R,  Hartford:  ‘‘More  the  Sayd  W'm  Callsey  hath  past  over  his 
right  in  Hartford  Mill  to  the  sayd  Steven  Callsey  &  his  heircs  for  ever  by  a  Deed  of  guift.”  At  the  same 
time  he  gave  to  son  Stephen  the  Dwelling  house  in  Hartford  also  the  3  acres  on  the  Neck  of  land*  also 
5  acres  in  the  North  Meadow;  also  7  acres  ‘‘in  the  Cowpastucr.” 


1671,  May  11.  Vol.  Ill,  p  10  G  C:  W'm  Callsey  &  Thom  Stevens  are  among  the  deputies  to  the  Gen- 
eral  Court  at  Hartford  representing  Killingworth.  At  this  ‘‘Court  of  Election”  twenty  three  towns  had 
two  deputies  each. 


^  I'l^'cntory  of  W^m  Wellman  of  Killingworth,  on  file,  mentions 

Wilham  Kelsey  and  Daniel  Kelsey  among  the  creditors  who  have  been  paid.  There  were  43  of  them 
‘‘He  being  a  Seaman  and  having  trading  in  many  parts  of  the  country  we  fear  the  Debts  will  be  a  great 
deal  more,”  says  the  report.  The  Inventory  was  £484'08'06.  ^ 

1671/2,  Feb’y.  P  58.  Dist,  Hartford:  ‘‘The  Proprietors  of  the  Undivided  Lands  in  Hartford  with 
each  their  proportions  In  one  division  as  followeth  according  to  which  proportion  they  payd  for  the 
purchase  of  Sayd  lands:  Feb:  1671.”  Eighty  nine  people  are  here  recorded  with  3,109  credited  to  them 
William  Callsey  has  ciedit  of  016,  same  as  his  original  figure. 

1672,  Sept.  5.  Vol.  Ill,  p  124  C  C:  Mr.  Richard  Lord  sues  Wm  Callsey  of  Killingworth  for  debt  of 

£23.  The  jury  awards  £20  to  Lord  ‘‘to  be  payd  in  wheat  &  pease  according  to  Goodman  Callsev’s  soe^ 
cialty  &  cost  of  Gourt.”  ^ 


1672/3,  Mch.  10.  P  R,  Kilhngworth:  ‘‘William  Keilsey  was  graunted  foore  acres  in  the  planting  feild 
adjioyning  to  his  owne  land  so  that  he  preiudise  no  high  way.”  Also  ‘‘in  the  drawing  of  the  lotts  for 
the  Comon  fence  on  the  West  side  of  the  Indian  River  Wm  Kielsey  ”  drew  ‘‘  10  poles  Easte  and  4  poles.” 

No  date.  Vol.  I,  P  83  L  R:  ‘‘The  marke  of  the  Cattle  &  swine  of  William  Keilsey  is  one  slitt  in  the 
under  side  of  the  offe  or  right  eare  neare  the  roote  of  the  eare  a  litle  slanting  up  towards  the  topp  of  the 

eare,”  Beside  this  is  recorded:  ‘‘Daniell  Keilsey  tackes  his  father’s  maurke.” 
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1674,  May  1.  Vol.  I,  p  191  L  R,  Kenilworth:  John  Woodbridge  sells  to  William  Kelsey  six  acres  of 
land  ‘‘that  lyes  in  the  high  way  going  to  the  mill.” 

1674,  May  3.  Vol.  I,  P  C  No.  133,  Hartford:  ‘‘William  Keilsey,  aged  about  74  yeares,  sayth  that 
ever  since  1  bought  that  pcice  of  land  called  Swamp  land  of  .Mr.  William  Goodwin  and  Mr.  John  Crowe 
who  were  there  in  partners  as  I  was  by  them  informed  which  lieth  betwixt  the  neck  of  land  the  long 
meadow  in  the  township  of  Hartford  ....  1  say  I  have  had  quiet  possession  dc  enioyment  thereof 
from  yeare  to  yeare  and  did  mowe  the  grass  growing  there  on  from  the  upland  westward  to  the  neare 
stones  eastward  &  carted  it  away  no  man  ever  forbidding  me  that  1  remember  excepting  that  now  and 
then  Tho:  Buenham  would  say  that  his  land  came  to  the  brooke  that  is  there  neeare  the  syde  meerestones 
and  since  I  have  lett  it  to  tennants  it  hath  bin  enioyed  without  any  suit  that  ever  I  knew  of  untill  the 
time  1  sold  the  same  to  Nathaniell  Goodwin  of  Hartford. 

‘‘John  Keilsey  aged  about  30  years  also  testifyeth  to  the  same.  Taken  upon  oath  before  me  the  3  of 
May  1674,  Edward  Griswold,  Commisr.  ” 

1674,  June  6.  Vol.  I,  p  191  L  R:  ‘‘Know  all  men  by  these  prsents  that  I  William  Keilsey  of  Kenelh 
worth  being  desirous  to  promote  religion  &  the  mayntenance  thereof  according  to  my  power,  I  frely 
give  to  be  payde  yearly  dc  for  ever  after  my  decease  twenty  shillings  in  current  countrey  pay  to  the  Church 
of  Kenellworth  for  the  use  of  the  minister  that  shall  be  from  time  to  time  be  there  called.  And  for  the 
ensurance  thereof  I  do  firmly  bind  over  my  land  in  the  necke  purchased  of  John  Meiggs  iour  unto  the 
Church  of  Kenellworth.  And  I  do  give  ft'ull  power  to  him  or  them  that  ar  or  from  time  to  time  shall  be 
Deacons  of  the  sayd  church  or  in  case  of  theare  absence  to  any  two  of  the  Brethren  there  of  to  demand 
recours  &  dispose  of  the  money  as  aforesayde  &  upon  refiisall  to  pay  or  in  case  of  non  salvance  to  seize 
upon  the  land  and  the  use  and  improve  it  as  they  se  cause  for  by  afore  sayde  ende  in  witnes  hearof  1 
do  heare  unto  sett  my  hand  this  prsent  June  the  sixtc  1674.” 

1674,  June  8.  P  34  Do:  ‘‘Inheritance  Deed:  These  presents  testifie  that  I  William  Keilsey  of  Kenill- 
worth  in  the  Countie  of  New  London  in  the  Collonie  of  Connecticut  Doe  heareby  give  unto  my  son  John 
Keilsey  all  my  house  Lott  Containinge  six  acors  more  or  Lesse  in  breadth  tw'elve  rod  in  Lengthe  four 
score  rods  bounded  Northerlye  and  Easterlye  by  high  wayes,  west  only  and  southerlye  by  Lands  of 
Thomas  Crane.  Alsoe  my  Cowyard  on  the  north  side  of  the  street  over  agaynst  my  house  sixtye  rods 
of  Land  more  or  Lesse  as  it  Lyes  bounded  by  the  Land  of  Jonathan  dunning.  West  by  the  highway 
south:  north  and  east  by  the  Common.  Alsoe  I  give  unto  him  my  division  of  meadow  Lying  on  the 
river  contayning  six  acors  thre  quarters  and  twentie  rods  allowed  for  five  acres  and  granted  in  Length 
fiftie  eight  rods  ....  Also  my  division  of  medow  conteyning  foure  acors  and  a  quarter  with  the  al¬ 
lowance  for  salt  holes  ....  Also  six  acors  of  Land  1  purchased  of  Mr.  John  Wodbridge  Contayning 
in  breadth  against  the  highway  that  goes  to  the  mill  thirteen  three  quarter  ....  Also  by  gift  from 
the  towne  in  the  planting  field  quarter  four  acres . 

‘‘Also  in  upland  three  acors  and  a  halfe  in  Length  sixtie  rod  in  breadth  eleven  rod  bounded  south  by 

the  land  of  Thomas  Steevens . Also  1  give  unto  my  sayd  son  a  parcell  of  land  I  purchased 

of  John  Meigs  Junr  being  all  his  upland  in  the  Neck  ....  This  parcell  of  Land  I  give  unto  my  son 
John  on  this  Consideration  that  he  pay  unto  the  Ministry  in  Consideration  thereof  twenty  shillings  by 
the  year  ....  Alsoe  I  give  unto  my  son  John  Kelsey  another  parcell  of  Land  lyinge  and  beinge  in 
the  Limits  of  hartford  viz.,  in  the  Cowpasture  purchased  of  William  Ruscoe  as  witnessed  by  a  Covenant 
dated  June  the  third:  1654  contayning  by  estimation  thirty  acres  ....  upon  Windsor  bounds  on  the 
North  ....  To  have  and  to  hold  enjoy  &  possess  fore  ever. 

William  X  Kelsey” 

In  presence  of:  Benja:Wricht  Senr 
Henry  Farnam 

1674,  June  8.  P  35  Do:  ‘‘Inheritance  Deed:  Thes  presents  testifie  that  I  William  Keilsey  of  Kenell¬ 
worth  ....  doe  give  unto  my  son  Daniell  Kellsy  .  .  .  .  all  of  my  north  Lott  bought  of  Andrew' 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


Ward  being  six  acres  and  a  half  being  in  Length  from  the  house  Lotts  to  the  meadow.  Also  a  division 
given  by  the  towne  because  of  bad  allotments  in  the  neck  two  acres  three  quariers  <i  a  iialfe 
Also  in  meadow  against  Hamonnessett  river  two  acres  and  a  half.  ....  Also  at  the  head  of  the  W'est 
Cove  an  acre  and  a  half  ....  bounded  southerly  by  the  ministers  Land  one  way  also  by  the  Comon 
....  Also  more  in  meadow  three  acres  three  quarters  more  or  less  in  Length  fiftie  three  rods.  Also 
the  Long  Mill  twelve  acres  in  length  eighty  rods . 

William  X  Kelsey” 

In  presence  of:  Henry  Farnam 

Benjamin  Wright 

1674,  Nov.  P  590  Dist,  Hartford:  W"’  Kellsey  draws  Lot  57  in  a  distribution  “next  Farmington 
bownds”  made  to  67  proprietors  of  Hartford.  His  lot  was  480rx8r  and  contained  24  acres.  Thus  it 
appears  that  he  held  his  proprietors  right  in  Hartford  until  the  end. 

1674/5,  Jan’y  8.  Vol.  I,  p  35  L  R,  Killingworth:  On  this  date  William  Kelsey  acknowledges  the  above 
deed  of  gift  before  Edward  Griswold,  Commissioner.  It  was  his  last  earthly  act  so  far  as  we  know.  Before 
the  year  was  over  he  died  at  age  of  75.  The  next  entry  shows  that  the  end  had  come.  No  record  at 
Killingworth  shows  the  exact  date.  The  two  inheritance  deeds  were  made  in  lieu  of  a  will.  Other  than 
these  there  is  no  probate  of  record.  There  is  no  Kelsey  genealogy  or  other  record  that  places  the  children 
following  as  all  belonging  definitely  to  our  William.  There  is  no  other  Kelsey,  however,  in  the  record, 
who  could  be  the  father  of  our  Mary  and  her  sister  Priscilla  who  married  the  brothers  Gillett.  We  place 
them  as  below,  therefore,  with  practically  lOO^T  assurance  of  accuracy. 

1676,  May.  L  R:  “Be  it  Knowin  unto  all  men  that  I  John  Kellsy  doe  resigne  up  unto  the  Church 
of  Killingsworth  that  parcell  of  Land  that  was  given  me  by  my  father  in  his  Deed  of  gift  for  that  use 
which  is  the  seventh  parcell  in  the  deed.  As  witness  my  hand  .May,  1676.  John  Kelsey” 


CHILDREN 


(last  three  recorded  at  Hartford;  all  were  probably  born  there) 

1.  LT.  JOHN  b.  a  1637;  m.  Phebe  Disbrow;  he  d.  July  22,  1709,  a:  a  72  she  d.  Oct.  26,  1728  9  ch 

He  was  made  freeman  1658  and,  though  he  testified  in  1674  above  that  he  was  about  30  he  must  have  been 
born  as  early  as  1637  to  be  a  freeman  in  1658;  he  removed  to  Kenilworth.  He  has  New  London  probate. 

She  died  at  Hartford.  Nine  children  recorded  Vol.  1,  p  72  Kenilworth. 

2.  PRISCILLA  b.  a  1639;  m.  Cornelius  Cillett  Sen’r;  she  d. -  he  d.  a  July,  1711  9  ch 

They  lived  in  Windsor.  He  was  an  older  brother  of  Jonathan  ne.xt  below.  Inv’y,  £44-07-06. 

3.  MARY  b.  a  1641;  m.  Apl.  23,  1661,  Jonathan  Gillett  (see  below) 

4.  ABIGAIL  b.  Apl.  19,  1645;  m.  Dec.  3,  1668,  John  Hull 

Spelled  "Abigayle  Keilscy”  on  Kenilworth  Records. 

5.  STEPHEN  bp.  Nov.  7,  1647;  m.  Nov.  15,  1672,  Hannah  Ingersoll;  he  d.  Nov.  30,  1710,  ae  63  she  d. -  7  ch 

On  Hartford  Record  her  name  looks  like  Hannah  Hingeson.  They  lived  in  Hartford;  she  came  from  West- 
field,  Mass.  His  inv’y,  £516-01-10. 

6.  DANIEL  bp.  July,  1650;  m.  Jane  ^ 

Ten  children  recorded  Vol.  1,  p  72  Killingworth.  In  1695  and  later  he  gave  deeds  in  Killingworth. 


K'a.r  I  /L- iC' ^ 


10  ch 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Jonathan  Gillett  b.  1634  m.  Mary  Kelsey  b.  a  1641 

William  Gillett  b.  1673  m.  Mary  Sexton  b.  1678 

David  Eno  b.  1702  m.  Mary  Gillett  b.  1702  3 

Jonathan  Eno  b.  1739  m.  Mary  Hart  b.  1744 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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THE  KINGSBURY  FAMILY 


JOHN  KINGSBURYE  b. - 

ELYN -  m. - 

b.  -  d.  a  Dec.,  1539 

d.  aft.  husband 

1539,  Aug.  10.  Elyn,  the  wife  of  John  Kings¬ 
bury,  outlived  her  husband,  but  it  is  not  known 
apparently  for  how  long.  In  his  w  ill  John  renicm- 
bored  his  wife  in  these  words:  “1  geve  and  be- 
quethe  to  Elyn  my  wyefe  she  for  to  be  a  goodc 
gyde  and  helper  unto  John  my  sonc  X  marks  and 
the  second  bedde.” 


but  died  within  three  years,  finding  a  watery  grave 


1539.  P  22  Kingsbury  Gen  (1905):  John  Kings¬ 
bury  and  family  lived  in  Great  Cornard,  County 
Suffolk,  England,  in  the  romantic  days  when  foun¬ 
tains  of  eternal  youth  and  mountains  of  gold  were 
believed  to  exist  in  the  New  World.  It  was  in  the 
Spring  of  1539,  for  instance,  when  the  renowned 
De  Soto  sailed  from  Havana  with  a  fleet  of  nine 
vessels  and  a  force  of  six  or  seven  hundred  Span¬ 
iards,  casting  anchor  in  Tampa  Bay  preparatory 
to  an  inland  search  for  the  land  of  gold.  He  found 
no  gold  except  what  he  stole  from  the  native  In¬ 
dians,  but  he  did  discover  the  “  Father  of  Waters  - 
the  Miche  Sepe.  ”  Do  Soto  did  not  live  to  return, 
the  bosom  of  the  Great  River. 


The  only  knowledge  we  have  of  John  Kingsbury  and  the  family  is  contained  in  the  will  which  follows. 
In  the  absence  of  an  inventory  it  gives  little  idea  of  the  size  of  the  estate;  but  in  all  probability  it  was  a 
small  one,  including  a  tenement  property.  He  was  a  farmer  who  operated  apparently  on  leased  ground. 
'I'hat  he  was  worthy  is  indicated  by  his  bequest  to  the  Church  and  his  concern  for  his  “sowle.  ” 

1539,  Aug.  10.  P  42  Do:  From  Poope  42,  Archdeaconry  Court  of  Sudbury,  England:  “In  dei  noie 
Amen  be  yt  Knowne  unto  all  men  that  upon  the  X  daye  of  the  monythe  of  August  in  the  yerc  of  owe*^ 
lorde  god  MCCCCCXXXIX  and  in  the  yere  of  our  sofren  lordc  Kynge  henry  the  viij"'  I  John  Kyngsbury 
of  Cornarde  Magna  the  elder  beynge  hole  of  mynde  &  of  good  memory e  1  make  my  testament  &  last 
wyll  in  thys  man'^  of  wyse  fyrste  I  bequeathe  my  sowle  unto  allmyghtj'e  god  to  ower  Lady  Sayntc  .Mary 
&  to  all  the  blessed  saynts  in  Glorye,  and  my  body  for  to  be  buryed  in  the  churche  yarde  of  Saynt  An- 
drewes  of  Cornarthc  aforesayd. 

“Itm.  I  bequethe  onto  the  heyghe  aulter  of  the  sayd  churche  for  my  tythes  and  oblacyones  forgitten 
xijs.  Itm  I  geve  and  bequethe  to  Elyn  my  wyefe  she  for  to  be  a  goode  gyde  and  helper  unto  John  my 
sone  X  marks  and  the  second  bedde.  Itm  I  give  and  bequethe  to  John  my  younger  sone  the  tenement  of 
fenors  in  maryott.  Also  I  bequethe  unto  Ysbell  my  dawghter  one  seme*  of  barley  one  shepe  6:  a  lambe. 
Also  1  give  &  bequethe  unto  Alys  my  daughter  one  seme  barley  one  shepe  &  a  lambe.  Itm  I  bequethe 
Crystyan  my  daughtr  one  seme  of  barley  one  shepe  and  a  lambe.  The  residue  of  all  my  goods  unbe- 
quetheyde  I  give  and  bequethe  them  unto  John  my  elder  sone  whome  I  chose  &  make  my  full  executor. 
In  wytnes  hereof  Sr  Thomas  Icgatt  vycar  of  the  sayde  town  the  whyche  dyd  wryght  this  prsent  testa¬ 
ment,  Aug.  10,  1539.” 

1539,  Dec.  20.  Do:  Proved  in  the  above  Court. 


CHILDREN 

(as  mentioned  in  father’s  will) 

1.  JOHN  b. - ;  m.  Alice - ;  he  d.  a  Apl.,  1559  she  d.  7  ch 

He  was  of  Newton;  made  will  of  Sept.  1,  1558.  Father  calls  him,  “John  my  elder  sone;’’ makes  him  executor 
and  leaves  him  residue  of  estate. 

*Seme  or  seam:  A  load  for  a  pack-horse;  specifically,  eight  bushels  of  grain. 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


2.  ISBELL  b. - ; 

She  receives,  "one  seme  of  barley,  one  shepe  &  a  lambe.  ” 

3.  ALYS  b. - ; 

She  also  receives,  "one  seme  of  barley,  one  shepe  &  a  lambe.” 

4.  CRYSTYAN  b. - ; 

She  receives  likewise,  "one  seme  of  barley,  one  shepe  &  a  lambe.” 

5.  JOHN  b. - ;  m. - (see  below) 

In  will  is  called,  "John  my  younger  son.” 


JOHN  KYNGESBURY 


m. 


b. 

d. 


d.  a  1583 


Apparently  history  has  left  no  record  of  this 
faithful  mother.  Yet,  nearly  400  years  ago,  her 
husband,  like  all  husbands  on  their  wedding  day, 
thought  as  Bobbie  Burns  expresses  it: 

“To  see  her  is  to  love  her. 

And  love  but  her  forever; 

For  nature  made  her  what  she  is. 

And  never  made  anither!” 


1539,  Dec.  20.  P  42  Do:  On  the  death  of  his 
father  John  Kyngesbury  the  younger  inherits  a 
tenement  in  these  woids:  “I  give  and  bequethe 
to  John  my  younger  sonc  the  tenement  of  fenors 
in  maryott.”  It  has  never  been  very  common, 
but  it  was  more  common  then  than  now,  to  find 
children  of  the  same  name  in  one  family.  Here  is 
a  case  of  it.  John  Kingsbury  the  younger  had  a 
brother  John  the  elder. 

1 542,  35  Henry  V 1 1 1 .  P  74  Do :  I n  the  Excheq¬ 
uer,  Lay  Subsidies,  Suffolk,  ^  (figures  which  refer 
to  the  skins  on  which  the  rolls  were  kept)  these 
tax  items  appear:  “Cornard  pva:  John  Kynges¬ 


bury  in  goodes  xx’.  Cornard  Magna:  John  Kyngsbury  goodes  vj  Ih,  Subs  xij'’.” 


"The  principal  value  of  these  Lay  Subsidy  Rolls  is  genealogical.  The  rolls  containing  the  names  of 
the  persons  assessed  are  extremely  valuable,  as  establishing  links  in  pedigrees,  which  without  these  rolls 
would  be  missing.  The  rolls  from  which  material  of  this  nature  is  chiefly  to  be  derived  are  the  grants  of 
23  Edw.  1,  and  1  and  6  Edw.  Ill,  and  the  Pole  taxes  of  51  Edw.  Ill,  and  2  and  4  Rich.  11.  Then  with 
but  trifling  exceptions,  the  rolls  supply  no  names  until  14  Henry  VIII,  from  which  time  to  Charles  If 
lists  of  persons  and  the  sums  assessed  on  them  are  to  be  found.”-  Report  of  the  Deputy  Keeper  of  the 
Public  Records. 


1561.  P  75  Do;  From  Suffolk  Feet  of  Fines:  John  Kingsbury  bought  lands  of  Robert  Salmon,  in 
Cornard  Magna. 

1566.  P  75  Do;  from  Lay  Subsidies,  Suffolk  LtB  :  “Assessment  for  the  second  payment  of  the  Subsidy 
granted  8  Elizabeth  D.  1566)  on  the  Inhabitants  of  the  entire  County.”  In  “Cornerd  Magna,  Coodes: 
John  Kyngsbury,  the  elder,  viij"  vj*  viij'';  John  Kyngsbury,  the  younger,  iij"  v*  vj'*.” 

“John  Kingsbury  the  elder”  of  the  second  generation  died  in  1559,  hence  the  younger  John  of  that 
generation  has  become  John  the  elder,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  This  probably  means  that  he  had  a 
son  John  by  this  time  who  was  at  least  twenty  one  and  taxable.  The  same  remains  true  of  the  two 
Johns  in  the  Subsidy  Roll  following. 

1575  '6.  P  75  Do:  “Suffolk  l,??.  Assessment  18  Elizabeth  (A.  D.  1575/6):  Cornard  Magna,  In  goodes; 
John  Kinsburye  the  elder  viij“  xiij*  iiij"*;  John  Kinsburye  the  younger  v"  viiij*  iiij**.” 

Though  in  1575  6  John  Kingsbury  was  taxed  in  “Cornard  Magna”  or  Great  Cornard,  Suffolk,  where 
his  father  had  lived,  the  following  Court  paper  shows  that  in  1678  he  had  lately  lived  in  Edwardstone, 
Suffolk,  then  being  “a  man  growen  in  some  symplycytye  by  reason  of  his  age.”  Though  this  Court 
paper  originates  through  a  dispute  between  the  sons  of  John  we  place  the  paper  here  because  it  reveals 
so  much  about  the  father.  No  will  by  John  Kingsbury  has  been  found,  hence  this  Court  paper  is  of  the 
greater  importance. 
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1578,  P  71  Do:  Court  Record  in  the  Queen’s  High  Court  of  Chancery,  Series  II,  Bills  and  Answers: 
lames  Kingesburye  of  Boxford,  pllf.,  states  that  John  Kingesburic,  late  of  Edwardestone,  in  the  County 
of  Suffolk,  deceased,  the  father  of  y"  s''  Orator,  was  lawfully  and  rightfully  seized  of  one  Tenern',  or 
Cottage,  in  Edwardestone  afore  sayde,  and  that  about  one  yeare  nowe  laste  paste  the  s'’  John  Kinges- 
burye,  for  the  fatherly  love  and  affection  that  he  the  s'’  John  dyd  beare  to  y'  say'’  Orator,  beynge  his 
sonne,  and  also  in  consideration  of  the  Sumine  of  tene  pounds,  whereof  i‘6,  45  iiijd  was  payd  in  hand 
to  sd  John,  and  the  residue  was  to  be  payde  at  other  severall  days  betweene  them  the  s'’  John  did  promyse 
and  graunt  to  yo"  say'’  orator  to  conveye  and  assure  the  s'’  Tenem'  or  Cottage  to  you'  say'’  Orator,  &.c, 
after  w'"’’  tyme  one  Roger  Kingsburye  persuaded  the  said  John  to  convey  to  him  the  cottage  in  question 
...  the  said  John  beynge  a  man  growen  in  some  sympljcytye  by  reason  of  his  age.  Yett  because 
the  one  was  his  father,  and  thothcr  his  brother,  he  dyd  forbeare  hit,  butt  by  all  gentle  means  sought  to 
have  his  promise  p’formed  w'^’’  the  sayd  Roger  refused  ....  and  the  said  Orato'  requests  the  Court 
to  graunt  to  the  said  Orator  the  Queene’s  maj“”  Wryte  of  subpoena,  to  be  dyrected  to  the  sayd  Roger 
Kingesburye,  commanding  him  to  appeare  before  your  lordshippe  in  the  Quecne’s  high  courte  of  Chaim- 
ccrye  &c  S'  Nicholas  Bacon  Knight,  lord  Keeper  of  the  greate  Courte  of  Englande:  Roger  Kingsburye 
replies  1578.” 

The  English  at  this  period,  under  the  encouragement  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  were  as  active  as  the  Spanish 
had  been  in  their  search  for  gold  in  the  New  World.  Frobisher  with  his  ships,  for  example,  was  vainly 
endeavoring  to  find  an  El  Dorado  in  the  north.  Sir  Francis  Drake,  by  easier  route,  was  acquiring  great 
wealth  as  a  freebooter  on  the  Spanish  main.  In  contrast  with  these  Sir  I  lumphrey  Gilbert,  a  man  deeply 
religious  and  of  sound  judgment,  set  out  in  1578  w  ith  3  vessels  for  the  more  rational  purpose  of  establishing 
a  Colony.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  his  step-brother,  accompanied  him,  but  only  disaster  befell  them;  the 
largest  vessel  was  wrecked  and  a  hundred  perished.  On  the  homeward  journey  a  great  storm  overtook 
them.  “We  are  as  near  to  heaven  on  sea  as  on  land”  said  Sir  Humphrey  sitting  abaft  with  a  book  in  his 
hand.  And  the  same  night  his  little  vessel  went  down,  and  all  on  board  were  lost.  As  Longfellow  puts  it: 

“He  sat  upon  the  deck: 

The  Book  was  in  his  hand. 

‘Fear  not’,  he  cried;  ‘Heaven  is  as  near 
By  water  as  by  land.’  ” 

1582,  Sept.  20.  P75  Do:  Exchequer,  Lay  Subsidies,  Suffolk  ?  dated  24  Elizabeth:  “Cornerthe  Magna: 
John  Kyngesburic  the  younger,  in  goodes  -  c’  v*;  John  Kyngesburie  the  elder,  in  goodes,  ix"  ix^” 

In  placing  the  death  of  John  Kingsbury  of  this  sketch  in  1583,  we  are  simply  moving  along  the  date 
1578  w'hich  is  given  by  the  Kingsbury  Genealogy  as  an  approximation.  To  move  it  along  accommodates 
the  above  subsidy  roll  tax  at  least,  though  the  real  facts  may  not  be  helped.  No  will  of  this  John  Kings¬ 
bury  has  yet  been  discovered,  though  we  would  expect  one  to  be  made  by  one  paying  such  a  heavy  tax. 
If,  however,  with  increasing  age  he  was  growing  in  “symplycytye”  there  was  a  good  reason  perhaps  for 
none  being  made. 

CHILDREN 


(as  per  1678  Court  paper  and  Subsidy  tax) 


1.  JOHNb. - ; 

This  is  "John  the  younger”  in  the  above  three  subsidy  tax  rolls. 


2.  JAMES  b. - ;  m.  Agnes - (see  below) 

3.  ROGER  b. - ;  m.  Cicely - ;  he  d.  a  May,  1608  she  bur.  Aug.  20,  1616 

He  was  of  Boxford;  he  made  will  Jan’y  4,  1601/2. 


5ch 


JAMES  KINGSBURY 

AGNES - 

b.  - 

bur.  Dec.  30,  1602 


b. -  1566,  8  Elizabeth.  P75Do:  The  first  notice  w'e 

rn. -  have  in  regard  to  James  Kingsbury  is  found  in  the 

Lay  Subsidy  Rolls  for  Suffolk  County,  wherein  he 
bur.  Apl.  15,1590  was  taxed  £3-25-6d  at  Boxford.  His  will  shows 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


1590,  Apl.  12.  In  the  will  of  Agnes  Kingsbury’s 
husband,  which  was  made  only  three  days  before 
his  burial  he  says:  “1  give  unto  Agnes  my  wife 
all  that  my  houses  and  lands  which  1  hold  by  In¬ 
denture  of  Lease  of  the  Worshipful  Mr.  Robert 
Peyton  of  Isleham,  ....  situate  in  the  parish 
of  Boxford  to  hold  to  her  and  her  assigns  all  the 

years  that  be  yet  to  come . The  residue 

of  my  goods,  moveable  and  immovable,  corn, 
cattle,  debts  or  whatsoever  else  is  unbequeathed, 
.  .  .  .  I  give  unto  the  said  Agnes  my  wife 

whom  1  make  to  be  my  sole  executrix.  ” 

1602,  Dec.  30.  P  34  K  Gen:  The  Boxford  Regis¬ 
ter  gives  this  record:  “  Widdowe  Kingsbery  buried 
the  xxx'*"  of  Dcccmb'^  1602.” 


him  to  have  been  a  husbandman  who  worked  a 
leased  estate  at  Boxford,  Suffolk  County.  His  will 
would  indicate,  too,  a  man  of  piety'.  1  lere  is  the 
tax:  An  “Assessment  for  the  second  payment  of 
the  subsidy  granted  8  Elizabeth  (A.  D.  1566) 
on  the  Inhabitants  within  the  entire  County: 
Goodes:  James  Kyngsbury  iij"  ij“  viij'*” 

1578.  P  71  Do:  This  is  the  year  when  James 
Kingesburyc  brought  the  suit  against  his  brother 
Roger  for  inducing  their  father  to  deed  to  him  a 
cottage,  which  James  had  made  payment  upon. 
See  the  full  Court  order  above.  There  was  an 
amicable  settlement  of  the  case,  no  doubt,  for  a 
few  years  later  James  names  his  brother  Roger  as 
a  supervisor  of  his  will. 

— - — -  1590,  Apl.  15.  P34Do:  Boxford  register,  begin¬ 

ning  1557,  has  this  entry:  “James  Kingsburye  was  buried  the  xv"’  of  Aprell,  1590.”  At  the  time  of  death 
James  Kingsbury  was  a  resident  of  Boxford,  diocese  of  Norwich,  Suffolk  Co.,  Eng.,  and  a  husbandman 
there.  This  is  the  year  when  Edmund  Spenser,  whose  “  Shepheard’s  Calendar,  ”  published  in  1 579.  marked 
an  epoch  in  English  literature,  published  the  first  three  books  of  his  great  “Faerie  Queene, ”  following 
which  Queen  Elizabeth  made  him  virtually  poet  laureate.  Spenser  struck  the  first  clear  note  of  the  great 
Elizabethan  poetry.  “His  wealth  of  language,  his  fine  sense  of  melody,  his  abundance  of  fancy,  his  ardent 
patriotism,  his  profound  sympathy  with  all  things  lovely  and  of  good  report,  gave  him  at  once  and  have 
retained  for  him  a  foremost  position  in  English  literature.” 

1590,  Apl.  12.  P  44  Do:  Archdeaconry  Court  of  Sudbury  (Goddard  353):  “In  the  Name  of  Cod  Amen, 
the  Twelfth  Day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1590,  in  the  two  and  thirty  year  of  the  reign  of  our 
most  gracious  Sovereign  Lady  Queen  Elizabeth,  &c..  1  Janies  Kyngsburie,  of  Boxford,  in  the  County  of 
Suffolk,  and  in  the  Diocese  of  Norwich,  husbandman.  Sick  in  body  and  in  good  and  perfect  remem¬ 
brance  (I  praise  God)  make  ordain  and  dispose  this  my  present  testament  containing  herein  my  last 
will.  First  I  commend  my  soul  unto  Almighty  God  my  Creator  Redeemer  and  Savior,  and  my  body 
to  be  buried  in  the  churchyard  of  my  parish  Church  of  Boxford.  Also  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Agnes 
my  wife  all  that  my  houses  and  lands  which  I  hold  by  Indenture  of  Lease  of  the  Worshipful  .VF  Robert 
Peyton,  of  Isleham,  esquire,  with  all  and  singular  the  appurtances  to  them  belonging  situate  in  the  parish 
of  Boxford,  To  hold  to  her  and  her  assigns  all  the  years  that  be  yet  to  come,  specified  in  the  said  In¬ 
denture  of  Lease.  Also  1  give  and  bequeath  unto  John  Dyxon  my  son-in-law  x*  to  be  paid  unto  him  by 
my  executrix  within  one  year  after  my  decease.  Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  James  Kingsburie  my 
sonne  x®  to  be  paid  him  as  is  aforesaid  within  two  years  after  my  decease.  Also  1  give  and  bequeath  to 
Abraham  Kingsburrie  my  sonne  x®  to  be  paid  him  as  is  aforesaid  within  two  years  after  my  decease.  Also 
I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Rachel  Kingsburie  my  daughter  x'^  to  be  paid  to  her  as  above  said  within  four 
years  after  my  decease.  Also  1  give  and  bequeath  unto  Henrie  Kingsburie  my  sonne  x-  to  be  paid  him 
as  above  said  at  the  age  of  xxi  years.  Also  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  said  Henrie  my  sonne  foure  sheep 
ymediately  after  my  wife’s  decease.  Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  James  Kingsburie  my  sonne  Thomas 
Kingsburie  his  sonne  x’  to  be  paid  as  above  said  at  the  age  of  xxi  years.  The  residue  of  my  goods  move- 
able  and  unmoveable,  corn,  cattle,  debts,  or  whatsoever  else  is  unbequeathed,  my  debts  and  funerals 
honestly  discharged,  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  the  said  Agnes  my  wife,  whom  I  make  and  ordain  to  be 
my  sole  executrix  to  see  this  my  last  will  and  testament  performed.  And  I  ordain  my  brother  Roger 
Kingsburie  my  Supervisor  of  this  my  last  will  and  testament  giving  him  for  his  paines  ij  shillings  and  vi'^. 
These  witnesses  Peter  Bettes,  Roger  Kingsburie,  and  Peter  Clarke,  with  others.” 

1590,  June  8.  P  45  Do:  Proved  in  Court  as  above. 
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CHILDREN 

(per  register  at  Boxford,  England,  and  per  will) 

1.  daughter  b. - ;  in.  John  Dixon 

He  is  mentioned  in  her  father  s  will  (1590)  as  a  son-in-law.  Possibly  she  was  dead  at  this  time. 

2.  THOMAS  bp.  Mch.  3,  1558;  m.  Jan’y  27,  1583,  Susan  Clampyn 

3.  JAMES  bp.  Sept.,  1562;  m.  Oct.  22.  1584,  Anne  Francis  (sec  below) 

4.  RACHEL  bp.  Sept.  9,  1565;  m.  Apl.  21,  1590,  John  Carpenter 

She  was  married  six  days  after  her  father's  burial. 

5.  ABRAHAM  bp.  Feb'y  9,  1567/8;  m.  Nov.  1,  1593,  Katyn  OfTwoode  5  ch 

He  is  mentioned  in  brother  James’  will  of  1622. 

6.  HENRIE  bp.  June  22,  1575;  m.  Elizabeth  — ;  he  d.  Jan'y  17,  1627,  ac  52  she  d.  7  ch 


JAMES  KINGSBURY 

ANNE  FRANCIS 
b.  - 

bur.  Apl.  13,  1624 


bp.  Sept.  6,  1562 

m.  Oct.  22,  15S4 
bur.  Apl.  26,  1622 
sc  60 


1622,  Apl.  9.  In  her  husband's  will,  “Anne  my 
wife"  is  made  sole  executrix.  She  receives,  “all  the 
residue  of  my  moveables  for  life.  If  Anne  my  wife 
keep  house,  and  have  use  for  my  cart  and  tumbrel, 
and  such  things  as  do  belong  to  husbandry,  she 
shall  keep  them  to  her  proper  use;  but  if  not  to  be 
divided  between  John  and  Joseph  my  sons.  If 
she  marry  again  all  goods  to  her  herein  given  shal- 
bc  taken  from  her  and  equally  p^’l  '  among  all  my 
children.” 

1624,  Apl.  13.  F  34  Do;  Closely  following  the 
burial  entry  of  her  husband  is  this  which  we  be¬ 
lieve  refers  to  Anne:  “The  widdow  Kingsbury  was 
buryed  the  13  of  April,  1624.” 


1562,  Sept.  6.  P  32  Do:  “James  Kingsburye 
sonne  of  James  Kingsbury.”  1  his  baptismal  rec¬ 
ord  is  at  Boxford,  Suffolk  Co.,  England.  Thus 
James  Kingsbury  was  born  just  about  two  years 
before  Williajii  Shakespeare  and  lived  a  life  practi¬ 
cally  co-incident  with  his,  Shakespeare  dying  at 
52  and  James  Kingsbury  at  60.  Swinton’s  ‘His¬ 
tory  of  the  World’  says  of  Shakespeare  that  “he 
was  the  greatest  creative  genius  that  ever  lived, 
his  fame  resting  on  his  dramas  of  which  he  wrote 
37.  Shakespeare  has  been  called  the  ‘Myriad- 
minded’.  Some  authors  may  be  said  to  equal  him 
in  a  particular  point,  but  no  man  ever  possessed  his 
wonderful  power  of  searching  out  and  exhibiting 
the  workings  of  the  human  heart.”  As  Shake¬ 
speare  said: 

“A  good  heart  is  the  sun  and  moon,  or  rather, 
the  sun,  and  not  the  moon;  for  it  shines  bright  and 
never  changes,  but  keeps  its  course  truly.” 


James  Kingsbury,  born  at  Boxford,  spent  his  entire  lifetime  there.  He  was  a  prosperous  yocman  and  in 
his  will  gave  away  a  large  number  of  live  stock  and  much  produce  to  many  children  and  grandchildren. 
He  remembered  a  number  c.  godchildren  also;  and  did  not  forget  the  poor  of  Boxford.  In  remember¬ 
ing,  in  addition,  the  curate  and  the  poor  of  Assington,  it  means  possibly  that  he  had  business  or  prop¬ 
erty  interests  there  at  some  time. 

1584,  Oct.  22.  P  33  Do:  At  age  of  twenty  two  years  James  Kingsbury  takes  Anne  Francis  to  wife. 
Both  presumably  are  of  the  home  town  of  Boxford,  where  the  important  fact  has  lain  recorded  for  these 
338  years  (1922),  thirty  eight  of  which  they  lived  together  and  enjoyed  such  blessings  as  nine  children 
should  bring.  This  is  the  way  the  knot  appears  in  the  Boxford  Register:  “James  Kingsburye  &  Anne 
ffrauncis  the  xxijd  of  October  1584.” 

1590,  Apl.  12.  P  44  Do;  In  the  will  of  James  Kingsbury,  father  of  the  James  of  this  sketch,  this  pro¬ 
vision  is  made:  “I  give  and  bequeath  unto  James  Kingsburie  my  sonne  to  be  paid  him  as  is  aforesaid 
within  two  years  after  my  decease.” 

1622,  April  9.  P  52  Do:  Archdeaconry  Court  of  Sudbury  (Harrold  300);  Abstract  of  Will:  “James 
Kingsberie  of  Boxford  in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  yoeman,  and  in  the  Diocese  of  Norwich.  Weakly  in 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


body  yet  in  good  and  perfect  remembrance.  To  be  buried  in  the  pishc  Churchyard  of  Boxford  To 
sonne  James  Kingsberie  some  cattle,  and  also  some  corn.  To  James  Kingsbcric,  my  grandchild  two 
ewes,  and  to  Anne  the  daughter  of  my  sonne  James,  one  ewe,  and  to  Bridget,  daughter  of  the  said  fames 
ni^>'  said  son,  one  ewe.  To  Henrie  Kingsberie,  my  sonne,  one  bullock  of  a  year  old,  one  mare  and  colt 
of  five  years  of  age,  and  eight  bushels  of  barley,  being  now  in  his  hands.  To  Henrie  Kin^^sberie  my 
grandchild,  a  one  year  old  Bullock.  To  John  Kingsberie,  my  son,  one  grey  mare  with  her  colt  by  her 
side,  a  two  year  old  colt,  and  six  ewes,  and  four  bushels  of  malt.  Ta  Sara  Kingsberie,  my  daughter,  the 
Wife  of  John  ffrcnch,  some  cattle  and  a  livery  bed-covering,  and  blankets,  one  lattcn  candlestick  two 
pieces  of  pewter,  and  other  articles.  To  James  French,  my  grand  child,  two  ewes,  and  to  my  above  said 
daughter,  Sara,  certain  malt.  To  Elizabeth  Kingsberie,  my  daughter,  cattle,  corn  and  furniture.  If 
Elizabeth  die  unmarried  then  what  is  given  to  her,  to  be  equally  divided  among  all  my  children  then 
living.  To  Joseph  Kingsberie  my  son,  certain  furniture  &  other  things.  To  Thomas  Kingsberie  mv 
sonne,  £5  at  21,  or  within  three  months  next  after.  To  the  said  Thomas  two  ewes  and  various  specific 
articles.  My  sons,  James,  Henry,  and  John,  to  have  what  is  by  this  my  will  given  to  them  within  a 
month  after  my  death.  As  to  Sarah,  my  daughter,  and  Alyice,  my  daughter,  mv  meaning  is  that  if 
Anne  my  wife  keep  house,  and  have  use  for  my  cart  and  tumbrel,  and  such  things ^as  do  belong  to  hus¬ 
bandry,  she  shall  keep  them  to  her  proper  use,  but  if  not,  to  be  divided  between  John  &  Joseph,  mv 
sons.  To  William  Chubb,  my  god-child.  To  Euestis  Gryme,  my  godchild.  To  Abraham  Kingsberie, 
my  brother,  five  shillings.  To  Henry  Kingsberie,  and  James  Kingsberie,  my  godchildren,  my  brothers’ 
sonnes  &  my  godchildren,  five  shillings  apiece.  To  Rachael  Cooper  godchild,  five  shillings.  These  to 
be  i^id  to  my  god  children  William  Chubb,  Euestis  Gryme,  Henry  Kingsberie  and  James  Kingsberie, 
my  brothers’  sons,  and  Rachael  Cooper,  within  three  months.  To  Joseph  B>Td,  of  Boxford,  twenty 
shillings,  with  condition  that  he  shall  preach  a  sermon  at  my  buryall.  To  the  poore  people  of  the  parish 
of  Boxford  twenty  shillings  to  be  distributed  at  the  discretion  of  Joseph  Byrd,  and  the  church  war¬ 
dens,  at  my  funerall.  To  the  curate  that  now  is,  Peecke,  vi=.  viij<i.  To  ]\F  Thomas  Chamber,  of  As- 
sington  ten  shillings,  and  to  the  poore  people  of  Assington,  ten  shillings.  All  the  residue  of  my  move¬ 
ables  to  Anne  my  wife  for  life,  and  on  her  death,  to  be  divided  among  all  my  children  then  living.  My 
wife  to  dispose  of  all  my  linen  between  my  two  daughters,  Sarah  and  Elizabeth.  If  she  marry  again 
all  goods  to  her  herein  given  shalbe  taken  from  her,  and  equally  peeP  among  all  my  children.  Wife 
sole  executrix.  Witnesses,  Peter  Betts,  the  Elder,  and  Peter  Berts  the  yonger. 

James  X  Kingsberie” 

1622,  April  26.  P  34  Do:  The  burial  of  James  Kingsbury  at  Boxford  is  thus  recorded  in  the  church 
records  there:  ‘‘James  Kingsbury  was  buried  the  26  of  April  1622.” 

1622,  May  3.  P  52  Do:  Will  is  proved  in  the  Archdeaconry  Court  of  Sudbury. 


CHILDREN 


(per  parish  register  at  Boxford,  Eng.,  and  per  will) 

1.  JAMES  b. - ;  m.  Jan’y  8,  1614,  Joane  Hogge;  he  d.  a  Nov.,  1655  she  d. 

He  was  of  Carsey,  Suffolk  Co.;  made  will  of  Sept.  4,  1655. 

2.  HENERIE  b. - ;  m.  May  18,  1621,  Wid.  Margaret  Alabaster 

They  were  of  Assington,  Eng.  Came  to  New  England  where  they  are  25'-*'  on  the  Boston  Et  Church  Roll 
of  Aug.  27,  1630.  He  returned  to  England  probably.  No  trace  of  him  here  or  of  the  two  children  Their 
English  residence  is  referred  to  in  the  Winthrop  papers,  Winthrop  being  a  relative  of  the  wife. 

Margaret  Whisson;  he  d.  Sept.  1660,  se  65  she  d.  a  May  1662 
They  were  married  at  Assington,  Eng.  Came  to  New  England  in  1635,  settling  at  Watertown  and  then 
Dedham,  where  he  was  a  selectman  for  many  years.  He  mentions  brother  Joseph  in  his  will. 

4.  ELIZABETH  b.  ;  m.  Sept.  29,  1622,  George  Sheldrake 
She  is  named  in  father’s  will  of  1622. 
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E  KINGSBURY  FAMILY 


5.  SARA  bp.  May  5,  1597;  m.  John  French 

“Sara  my  daughter,  wife  of  John  Ifrench.  ” 

6.  JOSEPH  b.  a  1600;  m.  a  1030,  Milicent  Ames  (see  below) 

7.  THOMAS  b. - ;  m. - ; 

He  was  of  Assington,  England.  Engaged  to  come  to  New  England  but  never  arrived.  Perhaps  he  is  the 
father  of  Henry  of  Ipswich  and  Haverhill,  Mass. 

8.  ALYlCEb. - ; 

She  is  named  in  will  of  her  father. 

9.  ANNE  bp.  Oct.  21,  1605 

“Anne  Kinsbery,  the  daughter  of  James  Kinsbery.  ”  She  had  died  before  the  will  of  1622. 


JOSEPH  KINGSBURY 

MILICENT  AMES 
b.  - 

d.  after  husband 


b.  a  1600 

m.  a  1630 
d.  May,  1676 
X  a  76 


1638,  Nov.  8.  P  14  C  R,  Ptd,  Dcdiiam:  Between 
this  date  of  organization  of  the  Dedham  Church 
and  Apl.  24,  1639  sometime  Milicent  Kingsbury 
was  accepted  for  membership,  fifth  in  order  after 
the  pillars,  in  these  words:  “Sly  ye  wife  of  Joseph 
Kingsbury  who  appeared  to  ye  church  a  tender^ 
harted  soule  full  of  fears  and  temptations  but  truly 
breathing  after  Christ.’’  One  Kingsbury  Geneal¬ 
ogy  gives  her  name  as  Milicent  Ames,  but  the 
writer  produces  no  proof  of  its  accuracy.  We  let 
it  stand  until  explained  more  fully. 

1675,  May  22.  Her  husband  in  his  will  says: 
“1  give  to  Millicent  my  dearc  and  well  beloved 
wife”  the  life  use  of  my  whole  estate  until  son 
“Eleazer  shall  dispose  of  himself  in  marriage.” 
Then  she  is  to  have  £30  worth  of  house  hold  stuff 
and  rooms,  yard  and  garden  as  she  chooses,  with 
one  third  of  the  fruits;  she  receives  also  all  his 
“lining;”  also  £7  annuity;  also  the  milk  of  two 
cows;  also  the  privilege  o^.  willing  £15  at  her 
death.  We  find  no  record  to  the  effect  that  she 
exercised  this  last  named  right.  Neither  does  any 
record  reveal  how  much  longer  she  lived.  It  is 
probable  that  she  exceeded  the  age  of  76  attained 
by  her  husband. 


1 600.  I  f  we  have  Joseph  Kingsbury  located  cor¬ 
rectly  among  his  brothers  and  sisters,  he  was  born 
at  about  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century, 
at  Boxford,  in  Suffolk  County,  England. 

1622,  Apl.  9.  In  the  will  of  James  Kingsbury  of 
Boxford,  father  of  Joseph  Kingsbury,  this  bequest 
is  made:  “To  Joseph  Kingsburie,  my  son,  ”  certain 
furniture  and  other  things.  Also,  “if  Anne  my  wife 
keep  house,  and  have  use  for  my  cart  and  tumbrel, 
and  such  things  as  do  belong  to  husbandry,  she 
shall  keep  them  to  her  proper  use;  but  if  not,  to  be 
divided  between  John  &  Joseph  my  sons.” 

1628.  P  13  Kingsbury  Gen  (1901 ):  The  author 
of  this  Genealogy  says  that  Joseph  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica  in  1628  bringing  wife  Milicent  Ames  with  him. 
This  year  marks  the  coming  of  Governor  Endicott 
with  his  party  to  Salem,  Mass.  No  proof  that 
Joseph  was  with  this  company  exists,  we  believe, 
and  no  proof  is  submitted  by  the  author  of  the 
said  Genealogy.  Proof,  again,  does  not  exist  to 
show  that  Millicent  came  with  him  nor  the  date 
of  their  marriage,  which  some  place  at  approxi¬ 
mately  the  year  1630.  This  year  1630  is  distin¬ 
guished  in  Massachusetts  and  the  New  Worki  by  the 
fact  that  the  first  General  Court  in  America  con¬ 
vened  on  Oct.  19th  at  Boston.  At  this  time  there 
were  only  1 10  freemen  in  the  whole  Massachusetts 
Bay  Colony.  Dedham,  ten  miles  south-west  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  where  we  first  find  our  newcomers,  was  hardly 
more  than  a  virgin  wilderness  at  this  time. 


Joseph  Kingsbury  appears  among  the  organizers  of  the  new  towm.  He  was  almost  accepted  as  one  of 
the  organizing  “ten  pillars”  of  the  Church  of  Dedham,  but  he  did  not  make  it.  The  fact,  however,  that 
he  was  considered  for  the  honor  proves  him  to  have  been  a  man  of  quality.  Our  judgment  is  that  he  was 
a  blond  suffering  some  from  hyperbulia  -  a  common  affliction  of  the  blond  type;  but  he  did  not  sink 
under  it,  but  on  the  other  hand  arose  above  it,  and  lived  a  long  useful  life  in  Dedham  of  forty  odd  years, 
building  up  one  of  the  most  profitable  estates  in  the  town.  The  Dedham  Historical  Society  points  out 
that  Joseph  and  Millicent  Kingsbury  are  ancestors  of  Hannah  Shuttleworth  b.  in  Dedham,  Feb’y  16, 
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BASSE  I'T  GENEALOGY 


1800,  to  whom  the  Town  of  Dedham  dedicated  one  volume  of  the  Dedham  early  church  and  cemetery 
records,  1638  1845,  in  these  words:  “Her  munificent  bequests  to  our  Historical  Society  and  Public  LP 
brary,  and  also  to  the  Town  of  a  large  permanent  fund  to  aid  the  worthy  poor,  will  make  her  name  a 
household  word.  Generations  to  come  will  speak  her  praise.” 

1636,  Sept.  10.  Vol.  1,  p  1  T  V,  Dedham;  “The  10'’’  of  y'  7  Moneth  this  Peticion  was  published  in  a 
full  Generali  Court  and  granted  as  followeth;  viz':  That  our  Towne  shall  beare  the  name  of  Dedham.” 

One  hundred  twenty  five  persons  signed  the  Covenant  accompanying.  Joseph  Kingsberye  being 
one.  His  brother  John  was  one,  as  was  also  our  Anthony  Fisher  and  our  Robert  Grossman.  Here  we 
have  Joseph  Kingsbury  and  his  coming  son-in-law,  Robert  Cro.ssman,  together.  Joseph  was  a  carpenter 
and  it  is  said  that  Robert  worked  for  him  as  an  apprentice  and  probably  boarded  with  his  family  -  an 
ideal  vantage  point  from  which  to  view  the  virtues  of  one’s  intended. 

1637.  P  1  C  R,  Ptd,  Dedham:  Rev.  John  .Mien,  who  was  the  first  pastor  of  the  Church  of  Dedham, 

wrote  a  most  interesting  and  instructive  account  of  the  formation  thereof  under  the  title:  “A  briefe 
history  of  ye  Church  of  Christ  (gathered)  in  his  name,  at  Dedha’  in  New  England  ye  8“‘  day  of  ye  9 
month  1638.”  Here  is  a  paragraph  describing  the  very  beginnings:  “I'he  township  of  Dedha’  censisting 
of  about  30  families  residing  ther  1637,  being  co’e  together  by  divine  p’videncc  from  se’rall  pts  of  Eng¬ 
land:  few  of  them  Knowne  to  one  an  other  before,  it  was  thought  mccte  d:  agreed  upon  that  all  ye  in¬ 
habitants  y'  affected  church  co’munion  or  pleased  to  co’e,  should  meete  e’ry  5''*  day  of  ye  weake  at  sev- 
crall  houses  in  order  lovingly  to  discourse  &  consult  together  such  questions  as  might  further  tend  to 
stablish  a  peaceable  &  co’fortable  civill  society,  «5i  p’pare  for  spirituall  co’munion  in  a  church” . 

1637,  July  18.  Vol.  1,  p  32  T  V,  Ptd:  “Ezechiell  Holliman  Reqiiireing  concent  of  our  society  to  turn 
over  his  Lott,  as  also  yt  wch  he  purchased  of  Raffe  S’ncpheard  unto  John  Kingsbery  d:  Joseph  his  brother 
it  is  condescended  soe  to  doe  p’vided  yt  the  sayd  Joseph  subscribe  unto  our  Covenant  accordingly.” 
John  was  Joseph’s  older  brother  and  was  now  probably  in  Watertown,  for  John  and  his  wife  were  on 
Oct.  20,  1639  received  into  the  Church  of  Dedham  from  the  Church  in  Watertown. 

1638,  Apl.  6.  P  42  Do:  “Joseph  Kingsbery  &  Nic"?:  Phillips  laying  downe  cch  a  pcell  of  ground  for 
a  buriall  place,  arc  to  have  good  alowance  of  grownd  in  some  other  place  for  y'  same.” 

1638,  May  3.  P  44  Do:  “A  Rate  for  all  charges  concerneing  ye  Meeting  House”  was  voted  and  Joseph 
Kinsbery  was  one  of  a  committee  of  seven  to  fix  it.  Our  Anthony  Fisher  was  chairman  thereof. 

1638,  July  6.  P  45  Do:  “It  is  condescended  for  loveing  satisfaction  unto  some  neighbours  on  ye 
East  side  of  ye  litle  Riv'  y'  ye  meeting  house  shall  stand  upon  ye  End  of  Jos;  Kingsberie’s  Lott,  not 
w"’standing  ye  order  made  ye  last  meetinge.” 

1638,  Nov.  9.  P  6  C  R:  As  the  title  in  the  1637  item  above  shows,  the  Church  was  organized  today 
and  the  minister  careful'y  records  the  long  discussion  of  the  qualifications  of  the  candidates  for  the 
honor  of  being  counted  among  the  first  ten  men  who  were  considered  most  suitable  to  rate  as  pillars. 
Here  is  the  pastor’s  comment  on  our  Joseph:  “Joseph  Kinsbury  also  though  good  hon  [  ]  of  him  in 

ye  maine  yet  by  ye  information  [  ]  company  was  very  zealous  of  him  yt  he  was  too  much  addicted  to 

ye  world  &  so  thought  meete  to  require  his  answere  to  ye  p’ticulers  &  deale  further  in  his  case  as  it  should 
require;  in  his  answere  he  clcred  some  things  to  satisfaction  in  some  others  ye  company  could  not  see 
his  inocency  but  partly  to  helpe  him  to  see  &  p'vent  his  danger  of  faling  therein,  &  partly  to  try  his  spiritt 
how  it  would  submitt  to  an  ordinance  they  left  a  gentle  exhortation  w'^  him  to  consider  of.”  Under 
these  keen  analyses  there  w-ere  three  others  besides  Joseph  who  were  held  up.  “The  ten  continued  to 
meet  at  the  weakly  meetings,  sometimes  longer”  ....  at  one  of  which  Joseph  was  discussed  again 
as  follows:  “Joseph  Kingsbury  remaining  stiffe  &  unhumbled  &  not  clering  hims’  to  satisfaction  neither 
being  zelous  of  his  hart  in  respect  of  thos  evills  we  feared  in  him  remained  long  under  ye  admonition  of 
ye  co’pany  but  at  last  when  we  desyred  to  bring  of  things  to  some  conclusion  &  desyred  to  know  ye 
mind  of  god  about  him  ye  lord  left  him,  w'hout  any  p’vocation  thereto,  unto  such  a  distempered  passion- 
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ate  flying  out  upon  one  of  ye  compan>’  whom  ye  lord  had  used  of  to  follow  home  things  close  upon  him 
to  charge  him  in  a  matter  of  injustice  wherein  we  could  generally  clere  him,  that  we  then  saw  cve- 
dcntly  such  an  unsubdued  spiritt  to  ye  lord  [  ]  his  ordinance  faithfully  used;  that  we  concluded  [  ] 

of  ye  mind  of  god  we  should  take  him  in  but  then  gave  him  wholy  o’vr,  &  left  him  to  ye  judgny  of  ye 
Church  when  it  should  be  gathered.”  It  took  two  and  a  half  years  after  the  founding  of  the  Church 
before  Joseph  was  sufficiently  repentant,  as  appears  by  the  1641  record  below. 

1639,  June  26.  V'ol.  I,  p  55  T  V,  Ptd:  ‘‘Granted  unto  Mr.  John  Allin  Pastor  y'  smale  pcell  of  upland 
&  Medowe  w"*’  lyeth  betwene  y'  sayd  Mr.  Allin  &  .Mr.  Tho;  Carter:  upon  Condicon  y'  he  shall  give 
unto  Joseph  Kingsbery  full  satisfaction  for  y'  pcell  of  ground  w‘^'’  the  Towne  had  of  y  sayd  Joseph 
for  a  seate  for  ye  Meetinghouse  accordingly.” 

1640  1,  Mch.  16.  P  78  Do:  ‘‘Granted  to  Mr.  John  Allin,  Pastour,  nine  acres  of  ploughing  ground  upon 
ye  south  playne  in  exchang  for  satisfaction  for  y‘  land  that  be  layd  downe  to  Joseph  Kingsbury  upon 
the  midle  playne.” 

1641,  Apl.  9.  P  24  C  R,  Ptd:  ‘‘Joseph  Kingsbur>’  of  whom  mention  was  made  before  y‘  he  was  left 
out  of  ye  foundation  of  ye  church  for  some  cause  ther  mentioned  wherin  he  could  not  of  a  long  time 
co’e  off  to  ye  satisfaction  of  ye  church  yet  at  lenth  some  temptations  wherin  he  was  being  removed,  ci 
ye  lord  by  his  word  more  discovering  his  cvills  unto  him  &  humbling  him  for  ye  same  after  divers  meet' 
ings  in  private  &  some  experience  of  his  spiritt  ye  church  was  so  well  p’suaded  of  his  repentance  ci  faith 
as  yt  he  was  received  into  ye  fellowship  of  ye  church  ye  9th  of  ye  2'^  m:  1641.” 

1641,  June  2.  Vol.  I,  p  312  M  B  C,  Ptd:  Joseph  Kingsberry  of  Dedham  is  made  freeman  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Bay  Colony,  our  Richard  Sanford  of  Boston  and  John  Allen  of  Charlestown  being  made  free 
at  the  same  Court.  By  1647  there  were  fifty  freemen  in  Dedham,  as  listed  in  Dedham  history. 

1642/'3,  Feb’y  6.  V'ol.  1,  p  95  T  V,  Ptd:  ‘‘Granted  to  these  p’sons  whose  names  are  underwritten  of 
upland  ground  fit  for  improvement  withe  the  plough  as  followeth”:  Among  the  68  persons  arc,  ‘‘Joseph 
Kingsbury  4  acres  2  roodes  27;  John  Kingsbury  4  acres  0  roodes  13.” 

1642  3,  Feb’y  22.  P  97  Do:  ‘‘Granted  to  Austin  Kalcm  2  acres  of  meddow  lately  layd  downe  by 
Joseph  Kingsbery:  on  the  east  side  of  the  Hand.” 

1644,  5,  Jan’y  13.  P  105  Do:  ‘‘John  Haward,  Robert  Hewsdell  6:  Joseph  Kingsbury  are  deputed  to 
view  a  high  way  desired  in  ye  Hand  &  to  treat  w'*"  the  men  whome  it  concernes  about  it:  &  to  returne 
answere  to  the  seven  men.” 

1644,  Jan’y  13.  P  107  Do:  The  ‘‘proportion  of  Fence  about  the  Great  Playne”,  which  each  plantcr 
is  ‘‘to  make  &  mayntayne  forever,”  is  listed:  Joseph  Kingsbury  is  assigned  6  Rodds  10  Foote;  also  S 
Redds  6  Foote;  John  Kingsbury  is  assigned  5  Rodds  12  Foote;  also  7  Rodds  9  Foote;  also  6  Rodds  13 
Foote. 

1644/5,  Feb’y  4.  P  109  Do:  ‘‘Woodlands  granted  to  divers  men  as  followeth:  Lot  No.  9  Joseph  Kings¬ 
bury  6  acres  &  H  H  roode;  lot  No.  33  John  Kingsbury  8  acres  20  roode.”  Joseph  Kingsbury  was  one 
of  the  seven  men  assembled  this  date  for  the  transaction  of  this  and  other  important  business. 

1646/7,  Jan’y  1.  P  114  Do:  ‘‘The  case  depending  betwixt  the  Town:  Joseph  Kingsbery,  Joshua 
Fisher  &  Lambert  Chinnery  concerning  a  waye  is  referred  to  the  determination  of  Mr.  Ralph  Wheelock, 
chosen  by  the  Town  and  Michaell  Metcalfe  by  Jos.  Fisher,  John  Dwight  (perhaps  Kingsburv’s  manf, 
John  Fraery  by  La  Chinnery,  John  Gaye  by  ioynt  consent  of  all  ye  p’ties.  Eleazer  Lusher  is  chosen  to 
keepe  the  Register  &  draw  the  transcript  according  to  order  of  Court.”  Agreement  was  reached  and 
reported  Jan’y  8,  1646,  7. 

1646/7,  Jan’y  3.  P  118  Do:  ‘‘At  a  Genrall  Meeteing  of  the  Towne,  Josep;  Kingsbery  was  elected 
woodreeve  for  the  yeare  next  ensueing.”  A  woodreeve  was  an  overseer  of  the  forests.  He  was  re-elected 
next  year  also,  one  of  four;  also  Jan’y  1,  1650,  1,  and  Jan’y  1, 1654,  5.  Then,  six  years  later,  Jan’y  1,  1660  1, 
he  was  chosen  woodreeve;  and  again  Jan’y  1,  1663/4,  and  Jan’y  2,  1664/5. 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


1648,  Sept.  4.  P  152  Do:  Under  “The  Countrey  Rate”  Joseph  Kingsher>'  is  assessed  £0'9'0.  This 
Country  rate  covered  General  Court  assessments,  deputies’  charges,  Harvard  College  needs,  6;c.  From 
this  date  to  1675,  the  year  of  Joseph’s  death,  there  were  at  least  eleven  country  rate  assessments  his  tax 
ranging  all  the  way  from  £0'9'0  to  Cl-H'O?. 

1648,  Oct.  19.  P  153  Do:  Here  we  find  a  list  headed,  “The  v’aluation  of  the  houses  in  Dedham  as 
they  wer  estimated  for  the  countrey  Rate  1648.”  Here  are  a  few  of  the  81  total:  “  1st  .Mr.  Allen  £45-36s” 
(he  was  the  minister,  highest  in  list);  “5th  Josep  Kingsbery  £18-I5s;  44th  Joh.  Kingsbery  £l8H5s.” 

1648,  9,  Jan’y  1.  P  156  Do:  At  selectmen’s  meeting:  “Joseph  Kingsbery  make  a  motion  for  the  up¬ 
land  due  to  him  by  his  right  of  ye  purchased  Lands . Resolved  to  send  out  a  drye  heard  &  the 

care  &  trust  thereof  &  power  to  p’vide  &  covenant  for  the  same  is  comitted  to  Antho  Fisher  sen’r,  Josep 
Kingsbury”,  and  four  others. 

1648/9,  Feb’y  11.  P  158  Do:  The  Town  Rate.  This  is  made  to  raise  £33'13'4  to  pay  the  town  ex¬ 
penses.  Jose  Kingsbery  pays  12s-10J.  Up  to  Dec.  7,  1674  there  are  at  least  four  more  such  Town  rate 
assessments  with  ta.xes  of  Joseph  running  from  £0-18-06  to  £0-05-08. 

1649,  June  8.  P  159  Do:  “Voted,  Joseph  Kingsbery  is  to  have  tendered  to  him  a  grant  of  four  acres 
of  upland  adioyning  to  .Mr.  Greenes  Farme  or  else  wher  in  pt  of  that  Land  due  to  him  by  vertuc  of  his 
five  rights  in  the  purchased  Lands,  or  else  if  he  chuse  to  tarry  for  the  w'hole  sattisfaction  untill  the  Land 
that  pply  the  purchased  Lands  be  measured  and  that  all  in  the  like  interest  be  satisfied  with  him.”  (S  M) 

1649,  Dec.  19.  P  162  Do:  Under  the  heading  “the  names  of  such  as  ar  behind  in  thier  high  worke 
together  with  the  sum  due  for  the  same,”  we  find  twenty  five  names  with  total  due  of  £5-5-0.  Josep: 
Kingsbery  is  charged  with  £0-1-0;  but  it  is  starred  as  though  paid  or  liquidated.  (S  M) 

1650,  May  17.  P  128  Do:  “Upon  the  demand  of  Joseph  Kingsbery,  made  for  the  right  he  have  re- 
mayning  due  to  him  in  respect  of  his  disbursement  in  the  purchased  Lands  at  the  begining  of  the  Towme 
ther  is  therfor  granted  to  the  said  Joseph  and  his  heyers  for  ever  foure  Acres  of  upland  if  it  be  to  be 
had  on  the  north  east  side  of  Mr.  Greenes  Farme.” 

1650,  Sept.  21.  P  129  Do:  “Granted  unto  Joseph  Kingsbery  and  to  his  heyers  forever  sixe  Acres  of 
Lande  to  be  layed  out  upon  the  planting  Fielde,  next  to  Joshua  Kent.” 

1650/51,  Jan  y  20.  P  166  Do:  “Upon  the  motion  of  Joseph  Kingsbery  concerning  the  supplye  of  the 
upland  due  for  the  purchased  Lands,  its  agreed  to  tender  him  these  three  p’positions,  that  he  might 
take  his  choice  in  w'**  he  please  p’vided  that  he  give  in  his  resolution  before  our  next  meeting:  1.  That 
he  may  hold  his  grant  mad  of  Land  upon  the  planting  field.  2.  That  he  may  have  the  money  repayed 
that  he  disbursed  for  those  four  rights  he  did  purchase,  &  so  much  more  lent  him  for  so  long  time  as  he 
have  beene  out  of  this  disbursed  for  those  rights.  3.  He  may  leave  it  to  the  resolution  of  the  Arbitrators 
who  onely  have  power  to  supplye  these  w-ants.”  (S  M) 

1650,  /51,  Jan’y  22.  P  167  Do:  “Lieft  Fisher  return  answer  from  Joseph  Kingsbery  that  he  accept 
not  either  of  the  former  of  ye  tw'o  p’prositions,  but  he  will  waite  the  Issue  of  the  act  of  ye  four  arbi¬ 
trators  to  doe  therein  as  he  se  cause  to  accept  thier  act  in  his  case  or  not.”  (S  M) 

1650/1,  Jan’y  25.  P  170  Do:  “Joseph  Kingsbery  makes  a  motion  about  the  waye  to  his  meadow 
thorough  Natha  Aldus  to  be  considered.”  (S  M) 

1650/1,  Feb’y  7.  P  171  Do:  “A  bill  given  to  Joseph  Kingsbery  to  receave  of  Joh  Morse  0-3-4  for  two 
dayes  seeking  out  the  place  for  ye  grant  at  Boggastowe.”  (S  M) 

1650/1,  Feb’y  10.  P  172  Do:  “Joseph  Kingsbery  is  granted  six  acre  mead.  gra.  abutt  River  east.” 
Also  “four  acres  swampc  gra  Abutt  great  ponde  east.”  (S  M) 

1651,  Sept.  20.  P  183  Do:  “A  valuation  of  houses  taken  1651.”  In  this  list  we  find:  “Josep:  Kings- 
berey  £13-16-00;  John  Kingsberey  £18-16-00.”  (S  M) 
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1651,  Nov.  17.  P  1S5  Do:  “The  account  of  ye  Surveyors  as  followeth:  p’sons  yet  behind  in  thier 
highwaye  worke:  Josep  Kingsbery  £0'6'0.”  I  le  is  one  of  30  delinquents.  He  himself  is  one  of  the  sur¬ 
veyors  and  so  reports  his  own  delinquency.  (S  M) 

1651,  Dec.  P  135  Do:  “At  a  Genrall  Towne  Meeteing,  Josep:  Kingsberey”  was  re-elected  one  of  three 
surveyors.  So  again  on  Jan’y  1,  1651;  2  and  Jan’y  1,  1654  5. 

1651,  Dec.  30.  P  190  Do:  “A  Bill  of  the  names  of  those  Townsemen  that  ar  to  be  called  at  the  gen- 

erall  Town  meeting.”  Eighty-six  names  are  in  this  list,  and  only  two  Kingsburvs:  “Joh:  Kin^sberev 
Joseph  Kingsberey.”  (S  M)  "  ^ 

1651/2,  Jan’y  12.  P  195  Do:  “Joseph  Kingsberey  inform  that  Lambert  Generey  hath  taken  shingle 
Timber  &  oakeing  Timber  w'>'out  leave  from  the  Towne,  its  resolved  that  Generey  shall  be  called  to 
the  next  Town  meeteing,  by  warneing  by  Lieft  Fisher.”  (S  M) 

1652,  May  17.  P  202  Do:  “Sergeant  Danicll  Fisher  demanding  satisfac  for  the  pt  of  the  ponde  by 
him  layed  down  to  the  use  of  the  Towne,  upon  Composition  and  two  Indifferent  men  according  to  that 
agreem'  being  to  resolve  the  quantitie,  Joseph  Kingsbery  is  chosen  in  the  behalfe  of  the  Towne  &  Lieft 
Fisher  is  chosen  by  Dan.  Fisher  to  laye  out  the  same  according  to  what  they  shall  Judge  equall  at  the 
north  side  of  the  great  playne.”  (S  M) 

1652,  Sept.  7.  P  203  Do:  “Joseph  Kingsbery  &  Antho:  Fisher  Jun  being  surveyors  thier  account: 
psons  deffective  in  thier  high  way  worke  1652.”  They  show  seven  men  deficient  at  so  many  shillinas 
each.  (SM) 

1652/3,  Mch.  7.  P  212  Do:  “The  devision  of  the  devident  of  500  acres  to  the  Inhabitants  upon  the 
rule  of  psons  &  estats:  Josep  Kingsbery  No.  54,  12  acres  1  Rood  16  poles.  Joh  Kingsbery  No.  38, 12 
acres  Yx  rood  05  poles.”  (S  M) 

1653,  Sept.  24.  P  216  Do:  “The  Schoole  Rate  -  24  of  7  mo  1653:”  Josep  Kingsbery  paid  tax  of  £0-10-1. 
On  Mch.  10,  1659/  60  his  share  of  the  school  tax  was  £00-1 1-05  on  £25  total.  In  1671  he  paid  two  school 
taxes  aggregating  £l-00-08Li.  (S  M) 

1656/7,  Jan’y  23.  P  143  Do:  The  tow'n  voted  to  divide  certain  of  the  common  lands  among  79  citi¬ 
zens  entitled  to  same.  Joseph  Kingsbury  appears  with  this  showing:  “Estate  £168-I2s;  cow  comons  9; 
sheep  comons  2;  devident  acres  lOJ^i  rodes  12.” 

1657/8,  Jan’y  4.  P  147  Do:  “Selectmen  Chosen:  Joseph  Kingsbury,”  and  six  others. 

1659,  Dec.  2.  Vol.  I,  p  o50  P  Ct,  Boston:  Joseph’s  brother  John  of  Dedliam,  who  died  “after  a  long 
w'eakness  of  3  years  and  upwards,”  in  will,  leaves  to  “Bro.  Josiph  one  booke  -  paules  repentance.”  Af¬ 
ter  giving  one  half  of  the  estate  to  his  wife  and  £20  to  others  he  divides  the  balance  into  equal  parts 
to  be  divided  between  “my  kinsman  Henry  Kingsbury  of  Ipsw-ich  and  each  of  the  sons  and  daughters 
of  my  brother  Joseph  Kingsbury  of  Dedham.”  Each  of  these  is  to  have  one  part  and  brother  Joseph  is 
to  have  two  parts,  and  brother  Joseph  is  to  have  part  of  any  who  die  before  age  of  21. 

1659/60,  Feb’y  20.  Vol.  Ill,  p  15  T  V,  Ptd:  “A  common  rights  Tax  of  £17-7-8,  made  at  9d  p  comon,” 
was  assessed;  “Josep  Kingsbury  07s-01d;  Joh  Kingsbury  07s-08d.”  (S  M} 

1659,  '60,  Mch.  10.  P  16  Do:  Elected  “viewer  of  Fences  in  remote  fields:  For  the  Great  plague,  Joseph 
Kingsbery,  Hen.  Wight.”  Joseph  Kingsbury  was  elected  at  least  nine  times  to  this  office  as  follows: 
Jan’y  13,  1663,  4;  Feb’y  24,  1664  5;  Jan’y  22,  1665/6;  Jan’y  8,  1666,  7;  Feb’y  15,  1668,  9;  Mch.  18, 
1669/70;  Mch.  11,  1670/71;  and  Feb’y  24,  1671,  2.  For  the  last  seven  times  his  election  was  “For  the 
South  Plagne,  ”  which  means  no  doubt  that  he  lived  in  the  region  of  the  South  Plain.  (S  M) 

1660,  July  18.  P  23  Do:  “Upon  notice  given  the  Inhabitants  being  genarally  assembled”,  65  citizens 
shared  in  a  divident  now  to  be  layed  out.  Joseph  Kingsbery  drew  Lot  No.  56.  (S  M.) 

1660,  Nov.  14.  P  25  Do:  In  the  “Countrey  Rate  for  the  Levieing  of  £38-19-00  tax  for  payeing  the 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 

Countrcy  ascsscm',  the  Collcdgc  Acet  &  Deputies  charges,”  Joseph  Kingsbery  is  assessed  £00'18'02. 
There  are  only  two  others  in  the  list  of  88  citizens  who  pay  a  higher  tax.  (S  M) 

1660  1,  Mch.  27.  P  34  Do:  It  was  voted  by  the  Town  to  erect  a  plantation  at  a  place  called  Woolo^ 
monoepeke.  There  were  13,  however,  to  vote  no  and  Joseph  Kingsbery  was  one  of  them. 

1661  2,  Jan’y  7.  P  44  Do:  Though  Joseph  Kingsbury  voted  no  on  the  Woolomonocpeke  proposition 
he  now  takes  two  shares  in  same. 

1661,  2,  Jan’y  20.  P  45  Do:  The  following  indicates  that  he  had  been  sent  on  a  public  mission  to 
the  new  plantation.  ‘‘A  bill  given  to  Joseph  Kingsbury  to  recaive  out  in  the  Comon  rate  the  sume  of 
5s  for  2  days  at  Woolomonecpack.” 

1662,  Dec.  23.  P  52  Do:  “Joseph  Kingsbury  having  made  divers  motions  formerly  and  now  cominge 
to  renewe  a  claime  of  sattisfaction  for  sume  part  of  the  Church  lott  and  part  of  the  buringe  place:  we 
having  serched  the  records  ....  we  can  not  but  judge,”  say  the  Selectmen,  “that  he  was  formerly 
sattisfyed  in  the  land  he  had  of  Mr.  Allin  by  the  Majors;”  and  also  5  acres  “upon  the  Island  plaine. ” 

1662/3,  Jan’y  28.  P  56  Do:  “Assembled  after  Lecture”,  Joseph  Kingsbury  being  present  and  Mr. 
Allin,  et  al,  to  settle  the  matter  of  Kingsbury’s  claim.  “Then  Deacon  Aldis  produced  a  bill  of  payments 
to  Joseph  Kingsbury  for  the  church  Land  &  that  he  reconed  with  Joseph  Kingsbury  &  there  was  due  to 
the  said  Joseph  lS'6d  ....  &  the  said  Joseph  did  then  promise  to  forbeare  for  ever  to  make  any 
further  claime  ....  Joseph  Kingsbury  propose  to  take  up  the  Land  that  he  have  made  improvm’t 
of  upon  the  Hand  plaine  upon  his  five  hundred  acre  divident  if  it  may  be.” 

1662, '3,  Mch.  23.  P  64  Do:  In  the  division  of  Woolomonupake,  Joseph  Kingsbury  draws  lot  No.  27 
and  receives  I6J2  acres,  9^  rods. 

1663/4,  Jan’y  9.  P  80  Do:  “After  Lecture,  Joseph  Kingsbury  Junio'^  p'sents  his  Father’s  desire  to 
have  Liberty  to  take  up  that  pt  of  divident  due  to  him  in  the  Right  of  his  Brother  Joh:  Kingsbury  de¬ 
ceased  which  was  granted  in  that  divident  called  Naticke.  This  to  be  layed  out  in  a  playne  beyond  the 
great  playne.” 

1664,  May  30.  P  80  Do:  “Jose  Kingsbery  sen  desire  rather  to  have  it  on  the  north  side  of  Charles 
River  adjoyning  to  it,  west  of  \V.  Bullard’s  land  neere  the  Indian  wares.”  This  was  granted  later  in  the 
year,  it  being  a  plot  of  4  or  6  acres  “over  against  Noannets  wigwame.” 

1664,  Aug.  30.  P  87  Do:  The  value  of  houses  is  stated,  broken  land  being  valued  at  10s  per  acre; 
meadow  at  10s;  and  pasture  Land  at  5s.  Joseph  Kingsbury  Sen’r’s  house  was  valued  at  £12;  Josep 
Kingsbury  Jun’r’s  house  at  £4.  Out  of  95  houses  only  13  rated  higher  than  £12. 

1664,  Dec.  26.  P  95  Do:  Josh.  Kingsbery  Senior  and  Serg’t  Tho.  Fuller  came  to  the  selectmen’s  meet¬ 
ing  to  arrange  a  way  through  the  “yarde  of  the  late  John  Kingsberyes  Senior  wher  Joseph  Kingsbery 
aforesaid  desire  liberty  for  goeing  to  watter  his  cattell  at  the  ponde  in  the  River  thereby.”  They  agreed 
to  submit  the  case  lO  arbitration  of  two  selectmen. 

1665,  May  3.  Vol.  CVI,  p  110  .Mass.  Arch:  Sixty  nine  citizens  of  Dedham  petition  the  General  Court 
at  Boston  that  “whereas  we  heare  it  is  rep»orted  that  many  in  our  stat  and  relation  are  dissatisfied  with 
and  disaffected  to  this  p'^sent  government  which  through  an  orderly  long  Establishment  have  bene  so 
great  a  blessing  to  us  and  many  others  here;  This  being  considered:  we  thought  it  our  duty  to  declare 
at  this  time  that  it  is  altogether  untrue  in  ye  respect  of  us  ye  subscribers  hereof”  ....  Joseph  Kings¬ 
bery  signs  this  petition  in  a  clear  open  hand.  It  is  published  in  facsimile  in  Dedham  records.  All  these 
signatures  are  original;  not  one  seems  to  be  by  mark.  This  indicates  an  unusually  intelligent  town  for 
those  days. 

1665/'6,  Jan’y  10.  Vol.  Ill,  p  1 1 1  T  V,  Ptd:  Josep  Kingsbery  Senio'  draws  lot  No.  66  in  the  proposed 
“divident  neere  Meadfield,”  the  choices  running  from  1  to  70. 
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1666,  Dec.  28.  P  124  Do:  A  list  of  legal  voters  is  given  totalling  85  men.  The  following  Kingsbur>’s 
are  included:  “Josep:  Kingsbery  Scnr;  Josep:  Kingsbery  Junr;  John  Kingsbury.” 

1667,  July  15.  P  135  Do:  ‘‘Joseph  Kingsbury  Senr  is  alowed  to  cutt  the  remaynder  of  grasse  in  de¬ 
sire  Meadowe  besides  w‘  is  allready  above  granted.” 

1667,  Oct.  2.  P  137  Do:  Josep  Kingsbury  Senr  is  assessed  £2-16-05  to  ‘‘paye  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Indian  rights  at  pauconiptucke.”  Eight  thousand  acres  were  involved. 

1667,  Dec.  26.  P  143  Do:  ‘‘An  account  of  the  surveyors  returne  of  p’sons  yet  defective  in  high  way 
worke  anno:  1667.”  Among  ten  delinquents,  he  himself  being  a  surveyor,  is  ‘‘Josep:  Kingsbery  4.” 

1667  '8,  Feb’y  24.  P  147  Do:  ‘‘Upon  account  with  Joseph  Kingsbery  Senr  in  reference  to  his  own 
right  and  his  pt  in  his  brothers  in  Naticke,  and  the  500  acre  devident  besides  what  he  has  receaved  re- 
mayne  due  to  him  17  acres  K.  Yi  PoL  [Look  ye  year  76-1  .  .  .  .  This  land  above  expr’ssed  yet  due 
to  Joseph  Kingsbery,  he  desire  to  have  layed  out  to  him  in  Land  adjoyneing  to  that  Lande  granted  and 
yet  to  be  layed  out  to  Nathanieell  Bullard,  which  desire  is  granted  if  that  Lande  be  yet  free”  .... 

1667/8,  March  9.  P  153  Do:  ‘‘Upon  the  request  of  Josep:  Kingsbery  Senr  liberty  is  granted  him  to 
fell  and  emp’ve  so  much  Fcnceing  limber  at  Wollomonuppoag  as  he  shall  need  to  enclose  the  land  he 
have  broken  up  there  p’vided  he  make  no  waste  of  timber.”  ....  ‘‘Josep:  Kingsbery  Sen^complayne- 
ing  that  one  p’cell  of  land  layed  out  to  him  at  Wollomonuppoag  is  very  bad  land  and  useles  to  him  and 
enforming  that  ther  is  a  p’cell  of  Land  lyeing  yet  in  Comon  next  the  Lott  of  John  l  lubbert  that  would 
be  much  better  for  him  ....  this  to  be  considered  off.” 

1668,  Dec.  28.  P  160  Do:  ‘‘A  Rate  made  for  the  payem'  of  Samll  SchoolenT  wherein  each  scholler 
is  assesed  at  5^  p  scholler  and  Estate  at  Id  p  £.”  .  .  .  .  Josep:  Kingsbery  Senr  pays  £00-07-043^.  A 
tax  was  laid  also  for  ‘‘The  old  Mille”  and  ‘‘the  New  Mille”  at  £00-06-08  on  each  taxpayer. 

1669,  Nov.  15.  P  176  Do:  ‘‘Assemb  to  order  payemt  to  Phillip  Sachem  for  his  Rights  in  Towne. 
Totall  sume  £17-8s-0d  at  8^^  p  Cowe  Comon.”  Josep:  Kingsbery  Senr  is  taxed  06s-03(i. 

1670/1,  Jan’y  9.  P  200  Do:  ‘‘An  assessm'  for  the  paym'  of  what  is  due  to  our  Reve^**  Pastor  for  the 
yeare  that  end  in  April  1671  ....  w'herein  one-eight  is  to  be  payed  in  money.”  Josep:  Kingsbery 
Sen’r  pays  £01-16-02  while  Josep:  Kingsbery  Jun’r  pays  £00-04-06. 

1671,  Oct.  10.  P  206  Do:  ‘‘Assemb:  being  met  to  make  the  ascssmt.  for  the  paymt  of  the  charge 
of  our  late  Rever  *  Pasto”  Mr.  John  Allin  his  funcrall  and  other  occasions,  this  rate  to  be  payed  in 
money.”  Josep:  Kingsbery  Sen’r  pays  3s-ld  and  Wid.  Kingsbery  pays  0s-7d. 

1671,  Nov.  9.  P  214  Do:  ‘‘A  List  made  wherin  each  Inhabitant  is  asessed  what  p’portion  to  paye  for 
our  late  Reve'^  Pastors  foure  months  due  to  him  before  his  decease  where  in  the  8  pt  is  to  be  payed  in 
money  and  what  is  payed  in  Come  is  to  be  payed  at  Countrey  Rate  price:  Josep:  Kingsbery  Senr  1  Is  09d; 
Josep:  Kingsbery  Junr  01s  06d;  Vid:  Kingsbery  02s  OOd.” 

1671/2,  Feb’y  24.  P  217  Do:  ‘‘Viewers  of  Fences  chosen  in  Remote  fields:  for  South  Playne  Joseph 
‘  Kingsbery  Sen^  and  Tho:  Fisher.”  This  marks  the  last  election  to  public  office  in  which  Joseph  Kingsbury 
Sen’r  figures. 

1672/3,  Jan’y  15.  Vol.  V,  p  2  T  V,  Ptd:  ‘‘A  rate  made  for  the  payment  Mr  Man  and  twenty  pounds 
to  Mr  Borrougs  Schoole  masters:  whear  in  each  schoolar  is  asesed  at  six  shillings:  six  pcnc  a  schoolar: 
the  one  halfe  to  be  payd  in  mony:  and  ratable  at  one  peny  halfe  peny  for  pound  one  quarter  part  to  be 
payd  in  mony:  the  overplus  to  defray  Towne  charges:  and  to  pay  mony:  formerly  borrowed  for  the 
Townes  use:”  Josep  Kingsbury  Sen  is  taxed  for  this  £0-7-2;  Josep  Kingsbury  jun,  £0-3-0.  (S  M) 

1673,  June  24.  P7Do:  ‘‘A  rate:  mad  for  paying  of  the  first  payment  Don  Pond  and  John  Ba  (  ) 

for  building  of  the  new  meeting  House  whear  is  asesed  upon  persons  and  ratable  estat  3d  upon  the  pond:” 
Josep  Kingsbury  pays  £2-1-6  while  Josep  Kingbury  jun  is  not  in  the  list.  This  marks  the  time  probably 
when  Joseph  Kingsbury  Junior  removed  to  Wrentham.  (S  M) 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


1674,  Aug.  29.  P  19  Do:  "The  valuation  of  Houses:  Jose  Kingsbury  £12;”  the  highest  value  being 
40£  and  the  lowest  1  £. 

1674,  Nov.  16.  P  22  Do:  "Assecmbled  to  make  the  country  rate  agreed  to  be  made  at  a  penny :  half 
peny:  upon  the  pond  upon  estates  and  persons  to  pay  the  country  asesment  and  deputys  charges  and 
alowanc:  and  if  any  over  pluss  for  Towne  charges.”  Josep  Kingsbury  on  this  pays  £0'13'6. 

1674,  Dec.  28.  P  25  Do:  "A  rate  made  for  the  payment  of  the  last  payment  to  the  workmen  for  the 
building  of  the  meeting:  House  whea^  in  persons  and  estates  are  asessed  3  penc  per  pou’d:”  Jose  Kings¬ 
bury’s  share  is  £1-11-3. 

1674/5,  Mch.  22.  P  30  Do:  “.A  Rate  made  to  defray  the  charge  to  the  schoolc  master  for  one  half 
year  where  in  parents  and  such  as  have  children  ratable  are  asesd  being  three  shilings  and  three  penc  per 
head.”  Jose  Kingsbury  pays  on  this  £0-3-3. 

1675,  May  22.  Vol.  VI,  pp  122-3-4  P  Ct,  Boston:  Condensed  copy  of  Will:  “I  Joseph  Kingsbery 
seiT  of  Dedham,  yeoman,  being  by  daily  infirmities  minded  of  my  mortality  yet  by  the  mercy  of  God  of 
sound  understanding  and  memory  doe  therefore  make  and  ordaine  this  my  last  will  and  testament  as 
here  fo’>owcth:  Imp'  Whereas  I  have  given  to  my  two  eldest  sons  Joseph  &  John  their  portion  &  what 
was  due  to  them  from  me  by  the  Guift  of  my  brother  John  Kinsbery  deceased,  I  doe  therefore  give  unto 
my  son  Joseph  the  sum  of  £5. 

"Item.  I  give  to  Millicent,  my  deare  and  well  beloved  wife  the  life  use  of  my  whole  estate  until  son 
Eliazer  shall  dispose  of  himself  in  marriage.”  Then  she  shall  have  "£30  worth  of  household  stuff  and 
rooms,  yard  &  garden  as  she  chooses  with  }i  part  of  the  fruits.”  She  receives  also  all  his  living.  Also 
£7  annuity  after  son  Eliazer’s  marriage,  Eleazer  &  Nathaniel  to  pay  this  "according  to  their  proportion 
of  my  estate”.  Also  £15  as  executor  may  pay  as  she  may  will  at  her  death.  Also  after  Eleazer’s  marriage 
the  two  sons  above  are  to  provide  for  her  the  milk  of  two  cows  during  life. 

"Item.  I  give  to  my  daughter  Sarah  Grossman  £5.  Item.  I  give  to  my  son-in-law  Thomas  Cooper 
of  Rehoboth  £7,  both  to  be  paid  within  1  year. 

"Item.  I  give  to  my  son  Eleazer  all  my  dwelling  house,  barnes  &  leanetoes  except  the  cellar  where 
Nathaniell  doth  worke  and  a  little  orchard;”  also  Eleazer  receives  3  acres  in  the  middle  plaine;  also  a 
young  horse  &  "the  Canry  meddow  upon  the  legacy  which  his  uncle  gave  him  I  have  paid  it.” 

"Item.  My  will  is  that  Nathaniell  shall  have  one  acre  next  Major  Lusher  orchard  &  that  parcel  of 
land  which  abuteth  upon  the  orchard  of  Mr.  John  Allen  towards  the  south  &  the  River  towards  the 
West,  and  the  siller  that  he  worke  in  &  the  little  orchard  behind  the  barne  &  that  land  lying  northv/ard 
toward  the  hyway  -  and  the  house  that  he  live  in  -  and  4H  acres  upon  the  Ileland  plaine  that  was  my 
Brother  John  Kingsberys  dec’d  for  that  legacy  from  his  uncle  valued  at  £13-I0s  &  the  rest  of  this  legacy 
to  be  made  up  in  his  lomes  &  slayes. 

"Item.  I  give  to  son  Eleazer  5  acres  on  the  Ileland  plaine  abutting  upon  Nathaniels  land,  and  about 
8  acres  more  in  the  same  plaine  to  be  devided  between  Eleazer  &  Nathaniell.”  Also  to  Eleazer  5  acres 
^3  rods  on  the  road  running  through  the  middle  of  the  plaine.  Also  another  parcell  at  the  great  plaine 
upland  and  the  meddow  adjoining  to  it.  Also  12  acres  of  meddow  in  the  broad  meddow  upon  the  river; 
also  4  acres  of  meddow  more  on  the  river,  also  4  acres  of  swamp  at  the  south  plaine;  "also  my  husbandry 
tools.” 

"Item.  I  give  to  son  Nathaniel  6  acres  upon  the  great  plaine  and  2  ackes  bought  of  John  Mason- 
also  W/i  acres  of  meddow  in  the  purchise  meddow  on  the  River;  also  6  acres  in  the  Broad  Meddow  on 
the  River.  Also  about  4  or  5  acres  at  South  Meddow;  also  the  rest  of  the  swamp  land. 

"Item.  I  give  the  rest  of  my  lands  to  Eleazer  &  Nathaniel  share  &  share  alike. 

"Item.  I  give  unto  Elizabeth  Brewer  my  grand  childe  the  sum  of  £5  at  20  yrs.  of  age. 

"Item.  I  give  unto  my  son  in  law  Robert  Grossman  5s. 

"  Item.  I  give  unto  my  son  in  law  Nathaniell  Brewer  5s. 
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THE  KINGSBURY  FAMILY 
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“Item.  I  appoint  my  two  sons  Eliazer  &  Nathanicll  executors  with  full  powers  and  my  son  in  law 
Thomas  Cooper  to  be  overseer. 

Joseph  X  Ki.ngsbeuy  &  a  scale” 

Witness:  Tho.mas  Fle.mi.nig 
Me.niry  Wright 

1675,  July  14.  P  32  Do;  “To  make  a  rate  for  the  defraying  the  charges  refering  to  the  Warr;  being 
a  double  rate;  by  order  of  the  Generali  Court  made  by  the  last  years  billes;  the  totall  some  being  5S£'’ 
8’'0‘’.”  King  Philip’s  war  had  started  and  taxes  go  up.  Joseph  Kingsbury  pays  £0'19S'8d. 

1675,  Nov.  22.  P  34  Do:  “Assembled  to  make  the  Countercy:  rate  at  a  peny  on  the  pond  and  the 
Towne  at  one  halfc  peny;  as  also  seaven  singcl  rates  for  charges  refering  to  the  war.  A  rate  made  for 
defraying  the  charge  refering  to  the  warr  being  seaven  singel  rates  according  to  the  Courts  order.”  Josep 
Kingsbury  pays  £3Tv2. 

1676,  May  29.  Vol.  V,  pp  346-7-8  P  Ct,  Boston:  “A  true  inventory  of  ye  estate  of  Joseph  Kingsbury 
senr  deceased  taken  by  us  29:  3  mo  1676  whose  names  are  underwritten: 


House,  barne  &  wooll  .............  £26'00'00 

One  other  dwelling  house  .............  IT-OO-OO 

10  acres  of  land  at  home  .............  50-00-00 

Rye,  pease,  barley  &  Indian  come  on  ye  ground  at  home  and  at  ye  great  plaine  .  .  .  14-05-00 

4  acres  ineaddow  ..............  6-00-00 

13  acres  3  roods  at  ye  great  playn  ...........  13-15-00 

6  acres  at  ye  great  plaine,  small  parcel  meadow  .........  4-10-00 

13  acres  at  Hand  plain  .............  16-05-00 

12  acres  in  the  broad  meadow  ............  24-00-00 

12  acres  in  ye  purchase  meadow  ...........  12-10-00 

6  acres  in  ye  broad  meadow  ............  9-00-00 

6  acres  in  ye  foule  meadow  ............  9-OO-CO 

64  acres  3  roods  at  foule  meadow  ...........  4-15-00 

15  acres  near  ye  herd  yard  ............  7-10-00 

6  acres  called  ye  new  ground  ............  3-00-00 

9  acres  upon  verticle  plaine  ............  5-00-00 

7  acres  one  grant  lying  near  ye  falles  ...........  3-10-00 

13  acres  near  ye  herd  yard  ............  6-10-00 

2  parcels  land  at  ye  Clabard  trees  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3-10-00 

4  acres  of  swamps  ..............  1-10-00 

2  acres  of  swamp  beyond  rock  meadow  ..........  0-  5-00 

6  acres  of  swamp  beyond  saw  mill  ...........  1-10-00 

12  cows,  comons  halfe  .............  18-10-00 

4  oxen,  4  cowes,  three  young  cattle  ...........  30-00-00 

1  mare,  1  colt,  7  sheep,  2  lambes,  6  swine  ..........  7-00-00 

126  lines  of  sundry  personal  &  household  items  .........  114-03-03 


£409-03-08 

Debts  due  to  ye  Estate  as  doth  appear  ..........  003-07-06  ” 

Richard  Elie,  Timothy  Dwight,  Henery  Wight. 


1676,  June  1.  P  348  Do:  Eleazer  Kinsbury  and  Nathaniell  Kinsbury  appear  before  Edward  King 
Esq%  Assistt,  this  first  of  June,  1676,  to  have  the  will  probated. 

1676,  June  1.  Vol.  VI,  p  124  Do:  Thomas  Fleming  and  Henry  Wright  made  oath  that  they  were  wit¬ 
nesses  to  the  signing  of  above  will. 


CHILDREN 

(all  born  at  Dedham,  Mass.) 

1.  SARAH  b.  1635;  m.  May  25,  1652,  Robert  Crossman  (see  below) 
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2.  MARY  b.  Sept.  1,  1637;  m.  Thomas  Cooper 

He  was  of  Rehoboth,  Mass.  Was  named  overseer  of  father-in-law's  estate.  .Mary  was  probably  his  second 
wife,  for  Thomas  Cooper  of  Rehoboth  in.  Oct.  17,  1656,  Ann  Bosworth,  widow,  in  Boston. 

3.  ELIZABETH  b.  Sept.  14,  1638;  m.  Nathaniel  Brewer;  she  d.  June  25,  1661,  a;  23  he  d.  i  ch 

Mary  and  Elizabeth  bp.  May  5,  1639  “ye  daughters  of  o"^  sister  ye  wife  of  Joseph  Kingsbury  using  only  ye 
words  of  institution  Mat.  2S."  She  joined  Roxbury  Church  Apl.  7,  1661.  Elizabeth  left  one  daughter  Eliza¬ 
beth.  They  were  of  Roxbury. 

4.  JOSEPH  b.  Feb'y  17,  1640  I ;  m  (1)  Mary - ;  he  d.  a  Dec.,  1690,  x  50  she  d.  July  31,  1680  8  ch 

He  was  bp.  when  4  days  old.  They  were  residents  of  Dedham  and  Wrentham.  He  m  (2)  Sept.  7,  1681,  Mary 
Donier  of  Wrentham.  He  d.  “in  an  awful  and  dreadfull  way  at  Wrentham.”  His  inventory  totalled  £171- 
14-4. 

5.  JOH.N  b.  Aug.  15,  1643;  m.  Nov.  29,  1666,  Elizabeth  Fuller;  he  d.  May  30,  1669,  a-  26  she  d.  Oct  24,  1732  1  ch 

He  was  bp.  at  5  days  of  age.  She  m  (2)  Sept.  19.  1672,  Michael  Metcalf  who  died  Sept.  1.  1693. 

6.  ELEAZER  b.  May  17,  1645;  m.  Oct.  30,  1676,  Esther  Judson;  he  d.  Feb’y  2,  1722  3,  x  78  she  d  May  6  5  ch 

1717  ’ 

Eleazer  &  Nathaniel  were  joint  executors  of  father’s  estate. 

7.  NATHANIEL  b.  Mch.  26,  1650;  m.  Oct.  14,  1673,  Mary  Bacon;  he  d.  Oct.  14,  1694,  a:  44  she  d.  6  ch 

He  was  bp.  when  12  days  old.  He  was  made  freeman  1677.  She  was  sister  of  Thomas  Bacon,  the  father  of 
Rev.  Jacob  Bacon,  the  first  minister  of  Upper  Ashuelot  (now  Keene,  N.  H.)  in  1738. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Robert  Crossman  b.  a  1621  m.  Sarah  Kingsbury  b.  1635 

Samuel  Crossman  b.  1667  m.  Elizabeth  Bell  b.  1668 

William  Bassett  b.  1694  m.  Mary  Crossman  b.  a  1695 

William  Bassett  b.  1726  m.  Lydia  Fisher  b.  1730 

Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b,  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 


Y  o  o  .1 A  a  M  3  o  a  T  a  8  e  A  a 


dd^ 

vi^fvO  ;TtAC  .1  .d  YJIAM  ^ 

t-tiT*.!*  i  ll  vMurioi'i  i<ii'  vuM  •>}ni>'A  A  Wf-I-MlovlTni  )i>  r.-w»^/o  twiiiT  «tV/  «rM  .flJo^riiHlo  ^k* 

ni  i  niiA  .t>?dt  .71  JjO  ni  Aiv:>^l%y.  .u  rjqutO i*fn^n  uA  .aJiw 

ria  j  L.  3.1  -1.  .1  •'dl  .i’7  wul  f  vi/.  tn  .iJtAl  >1  .d  HTSS^  -1.13  .£ 

<.  .j  ;,iij»-.i  vtu^Jtsfiu-'  '»©  Wiw  V/  rtUK  <.>  lo 'Tjui^twcb ‘»v’*  Wdl  .<?  .a/'''  q^l  ttrn^aJA 

ivi^yiiuii  'ac-  iVit  aiyii.ri!:!  .tddi  .7  kj/'  '  C'ud^'a^  Iwmal  -tfe  ".HI  JtM  HiilJuit?.-4i<  lo  ifaw# 

.vaii'.^/o>i  'a  909  YwfT  Hisd 

,j^g  }f  yf,;{  >,  ffU  1;C  <A<'I  .  >■/ !  i  t*  •’'>  ; - ‘0^t‘  ,71  .d  H33?Ol  .>• 

vifiJ/ .7  ?■:■-■'  7,  ■'  mPTfiii'iW/ 1 .  cfiu-;'!.  •  >  vaHT  Wd  #x»*»  ►  ^ 

-171*  Lviteioi  '■'•  <i  '’.ri'.  'ti'.riV/  jrt  ycYA  IliJibujiI-  l.iifi  l>  #H  -nisrfuwn^  )o  ijiaioQ 

-f-dl 

iIj  I  if 71  fjO  l>  iiU  Al  ^,<'i'ol  ,ri£  '{i.lA  .|j  'jil  .i  ilU.T  ill  ij  .lioJI  ,97  m  iCMI  .il  .|uA  .d  MHO(,  .1 

.Uu;  ,;  JT>S  f’lUt  C4?A>  bii'JviM  '  /ia  iS.)  m  V7,A  lorptb  I  qd  aH 

rh  C  d  ycM  .b  -jaP;  87  'K  .X>£JTi  .7  V.ij  1  li 'rff  ;ro.Aui  r^ilJ  1  .7»7i')I  ,18.  t.aj  m  ,.>AI  ,71  <*  fl3SA3J3  » 

^  Tin 

%ib]A»  ■'o  4iLiy<jr«r>  lo««i  >I»W  lutamihmK  A  istuLd 

,1^  ^  ,1^  j/l,»  *  .l-WI  ,H  •l.Ai.b 'vi  ifM'j.il  ywM  .K'Jl  .H  .»Af  >  tn  ;<V.»I  ,f>t  .rf>M  .d  J31HAITTAM  .T 

7o  iTHfisi  -Vli  .n<.;i>R  iitfnf.rlTlo  r.r.'Ui.t.4  •f’*  .TTuI  n^r  -irrii  iI  imii  sw  Uu  71  Twiw  *H 

,8.-71  ni  I  H  ./  i*uf»4  tobur.i/-  i  >  ,qi  J  lo  Mumi/n  »*:ii  nP  .noii^a  <1  >j6(,  .v*3 

'1VJD?:K1  -lO  iiH'.J 

Ckfjl  .d  ynjd?j4ni>l  tinji£  .m  lidf  •:  .fl  n«rri*ijimD  tindoJf 
c^j  u  d  flili  itv.  ii.iiiy  .fn7-ij|  d  /ir.rw^tiO  burrui2 
JWI  8  .d  {'it  lA  J?  t'V'fl  <1  jivahM  rniiinW 

'  'c7f  d  Tjil-iiH  wlby-J  fii  «iiCi  d  xniuIIi'A/ 

”7 1  .«l  'bud  vI'b.iliKf/.  .in  PoVI  d  rtudJ/itd 

-b  v*/i3  !  ni  i  .il  ll•*o^l  iftlfO 

.d  nc*q}l>q/%  .ni  Pifcl  .d  yirrjH  ildnb'iiT 


" '  3^ 

* 

i  if  I 

A.!  1 


THE  LEWIS  FAMILY 


EDWARD  LEWIS  b. - 

MARGARET  JONES  in.  May  8,  1550 

b. -  d. - 

d.  - - 

1550,  May  8.  Margaret  Jones,  bride  of  today, 
was  of  Cardiff,  the  County  scat  of  Glamorgan,  in 
South  Wales. 


1550,  May  8.  P  4  Lewis  Earn  (1910):  Edward 
Lewis  and  Margaret  Jones  of  Cardiff  are  married 
today,  presumably  at  Cardiff  in  Wales.  He  is  said 
to  be  the  first  son  of  Lewys,  but  here  we  arc 
thrown  upon  hearsay,  without  any  documentary 
support,  and  so  we  pass  it  by,  though  Mrs.  Harriet 
S.  L.  Barnes,  the  autlior  of  the  above  work,  who 
very  kindly  gave  me  a  copy,  carries  the  line  hack 


■  to  “Rhys  Sais  (1000  to  1100  A  D),  Lord  of  Chiik, 
Manheudway,  Whittington,  Oswestry  and  Maclor  Suesneg  in  Wales.”  It  is  admitted  that  the  line,  like 
practically  all  of  those  claiming  to  go  back  so  far,  is  based  on  hearsay  only  and  supported  at  best  by 
nothing  better  than  what  was  handed  down  by  word  from  father  to  son  and  what  sometimes  appeared  in 
the  songs  of  Welch  bards.  Of  Edward  and  Margaret  we  know  very  little  aside  from  the  fact  of  their  mar^ 
riage;  but  we  know  some  of  the  burning  questions  of  the  day  which  must  have  interested  them.  In  1550, 
for  instance,  Thomas  Cranmer,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  published  “A  Defense  of  the  True  and  Catholic 
Doctrine  of  the  Sacrament”,  which  reflected  his  drift  towards  Protestantism.  Luther’s  work  was  thus 
making  its  way  into  high  places  and  a  condition  was  being  created  whereby  Queen  Elizabeth  would  find 
it  safe  to  break  away  from  the  pope  altogether.  Before  Elizabeth’s  time,  however,  Cranmer  was  burned 
at  the  stake  by  "Bloody  Mary”  for  his  dissent  from  Roman  Catholic  views  (1555).  Through  fear  of 
death  he  had  previously  recanted,  and  so  placed  first  in  the  flames  “that  unworthy  hand”  which  had 
signed  the  recantation  he  now  bravely  repudiated.  In  1553  Michael  Scrvelus,  Unitarian  theologian  and 
physician,  was  burned  at  Lyons.  This  is  specially  notable  because  it  is  almost  the  only  instance  of 
“heretic”  burning  by  Protestants.  (One  of  the  commendable  doctrines  promulgated  by  the  Socinians 
or  Unitarians  of  that  time  was  that  “it  is  unlawful  for  princes  to  make  war”.) 


1574.  Do:  Edward  Lewis  was  “head  warden,”  presumably  at  Glamorgan. 
1577.  Do:  This  year  he  was  “Capital  burgess.” 


CHILDREN 

(only  sixth  son  named) 

6.  William  b.  Apl.  4,  1561;  m.  Aug.  3,  1592,  Sarah  Cathcart 


WILLIAM  LEWIS 

SARAH  CATHCART 
b.  - 

d.  - 


b.  Apl.  4,  1561  1561,  Apl.  4.  P  4  Lewis  Earn  (1910):  William 

m.  Aug.  3,  1592  Lewis,  sixth  son  of  Edward  Lewis  above,  was 

d. _  born  in  Penarth,  Wales,  today.  Penarth  is  about 

two  miles  south  of  Cardiff,  the  principal  port  of 
-  Glamorganshire. 


1592,  Aug.  3.  Do:  William  Lewis  and  Sarah  Cathcart  are  married  presumably  in  Penarth  in  Wales. 
William  was-  thirty  one  years  old  but  we  know  nothing  as  to  that  of  his  bride.  They  lived  in  a  period  when 
it  was  a  recognized  international  right  for  one  nation  to  collect  damages  or  debts  by  resort  to  piracy  on  the 
debtor’s  shipping.  The  English  thus  became  the  formost  pirates  of  the  world  and  were  especially  aggress¬ 
ive  against  Spanish  shipping;  for  the  whole  nation  was  in  these  days  roused  against  Spain  because  of  her 
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ruthless  war  waged  against  Protestantism  in  the  Netherlands  by  Philip  the  Second.  Sir  Francis  Drake 
was  the  spectacular  ”  of  those  days.  His  greatest  exploit  was  performed  in  the  years  1577-1580, 

when  he  sailed  round  the  American  continent,  through  the  Straights  of  Magellan,  to  plunder  the  defense' 
less  Peruviaii  coasts,  where  the  Spaniards  had  fancied  they  were  safe  from  attack.  Having  taken  an 
immense  quantity  of  treasure  from  a  score  of  Spanish  ships,  he  sailed  up  the  coast  to  California,  or  bC' 
yond;  then  crossed  the  Pacific,  passed  through  the  Eastern  Archipelago,  traversed  the  Indian  Ocean, 
rounded  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  so  returned  home,  being  the  next  after  Magellan  to  circumnavigate 
the  globe. 

CHILDREN 

1.  WIl-LIAM  b.  Jan’y  3,  1594;  m.  Fcb'y  7,  1618,  Felix  Collins  (see  below) 

2.  CHRISTOPHER  b. - ;  m.  Nov.  9,  1618,  Ann  Exlon  l-5‘lf>533 

He  removed  to  St.  Andrews,  London.  Was  a  tailor. 

3.  ROBERT  b.  Jan’y  2,  1603;  m.  Jan’y  1 1,  1639,  Ann  Cosens 

Wedding  was  at  St.  Mary,  London,  with  consent  of  her  mother,  Mary  Jacobson,  Alias  Cosens,  wife  of  Jacob 
lacobson. 

4.  ANN  b. - ;  m.  — —  Stanes;  she  d.  a  Jan’y,  1675/6  he  d. 

Her  brother  William  brings  her  over  to  America  on  his  2'*  trip  in  1649.  Her  husband  had  come  in  1642.  She 
died  at  Farmington,  her  inventory  l>eing  JL’27'02'06. 


WILLIAM  LEWIS 

FELIX  COLLINS 
b.  - 

d.  Apl.  17,  1671 


b.  Jan’y  3,  1594 

m.  Feb’y  7,  1618 
d.  Aug.-Dee.,  1683 
a:  89 


1649/50,  Mch.  7.  Vol.  II,  p  2  C  C:  “John 
Closett  for  his  felonious  taking  away  of  Come 
from  Goody  Leawis  is  to  restow  three  fould  and  is 
fyned  405  :  Uppon  proof  that  it  was  two  bush  of 
Barly  that  Closett  stole  execution  was  dd  to  will; 
Leawis  for  20s  the  23d  May  1651.”  The  family 
was  now  living  in  Hartford.  It  is  probable  that 
this  theft  took  place  in  1649  when  Felix’s  husband 
was  on  his  return  trip  to  England;  hence  the  theft 
from  “Goody  Leawis”  instead  of  from  him. 


1656/7,  Mch.  15.  Vol.  I,  p  4  C  R,  Farmington: 
“John  Warner  and  William  Smith  and  the  widow 
Stans,  and  the  wife  of  William  Lewis,  and  the  wife 
of  John  North  and  the  wife  of  Samuel  Loomis 
were  joined  to  the  Church  March  15th,  1656.” 
This  was  nearly  a  year  before  her  husband  joined. 


1671,  Apl.  17.  P  530  Hadley  Hist  (1863):  At 
Hadley,  Massachusetts,  her  life  in  this  world  comes 
to  an  end.  She  had  attained  to  an  age  probably 
of  seventy  six  or  more.  In  her  long  life  she  had 
lived  in  at  least  two  towns  in  Wales;  and  in  two  or 
more  towns  in  England.  Then  across  the  Atlantic, 
she  finds  a  residence  in  four  towns  -  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  Hartford,  Ct.,  Farmington,  Ct.,  and 


1594,  Jan’y  3.  P  4  Lewis  Fam  (1910):  This 
record  of  the  birth  of  William  Lewis  is  clearly 
given  in  the  parish  records  of  Llandough,  Wales. 

1618,  Feb’y  7.  P  5  Do:  At  Cardiff,  Wales,  the 
wedding  bells  ring  for  William  Lewis  and  Felix 
Collins.  W'illiam  is  twenty  four  with  Felix  per' 
haps  a  little  younger. 

1623.  Do:  William  Lewis  is  said  to  have  moved 
from  his  home  in  Wales  to  Stanstead,  Essex  Co., 
England,  with  wife  and  only  son  William.  Mrs. 
Barnes  says  there  is  ample  room  to  doubt  the 
authenticity  of  the  above  William  being  the  same 
as  our  Farmington  William,  but  gives  it  until 
something  better  is  proved.  The  following  deed, 
however,  and  court  record  of  him  as  a  Welshman 
(1645. 6  below)  is  fairly  good  evidence  of  the  coiv 
nection. 

1624,  May  3.  Do:  By  deed,  Walter  Collins  late 
of  Cardiff,  Glamorganshire,  Wales,  now  of  Stan' 
stead,  Essex,  conveys  “to  my  somin'law  William 
Lewys  of  St.  Mesuage,”  etc.,  “now  in  the  occupa' 
tion  of  John  Talcott  late  of  Braintree,”  etc.  John 
Talcott  was  a  passenger  with  William  Lewis  on 
the  Lion  as  shown  below. 

1632,  June  22.  P  150  Hotten:  In  the  sailboat 
Lion,  under  Capt.  Mason,  comprising  123  paS' 
sengers,  including  50  children,  the  “Braintree 
Company”  embarks  for  the  New  World.  In  this 
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}  ladley,  jMassachiisetts.  Some  writers  have  given 
her  name  as  Felix  Olcott,  wliich  comes  from 
Thomas  Olcott,  in  his  will  at  Hartford  Nov.  20, 
1653,  giving  to  "brother  W'illiam  Lewis  Sr  one 
pound.  This  is  no  proof,  however,  since  there  is 
record  of  others  calling  William  Lewis  "brother". 
She  in  fact  was  daughter  of  Walter  and  Felicia 
(Bandrib)  Collins  of  Carditf,  Wales. 


Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  John  Talcott,  Wm. 
same  time. 


company  were  our  William  Lewis  and  the  Olm- 
steads,  also  Elder  John  White,  Wadsworth, 
Talcott,  Goodwin  and  other  settlers  of  Cambridge 
and  Hartford.  After  eighty  one  days  on  the  ocean 
the  Lion  arrives  at  Boston  (Sept.  16),  the  com¬ 
pany  repairing  at  once  to  Newtown  (Cambridge), 
where  they  become  original  settlers  of  the  place. 

1632,  Nov.  6.  Vol.  I,  p  367  M  B  C,  Ptd:  WiL 
liam  Leawis  of  Newtown  is  made  a  freeman  of  the 
Goodwin  and  James  Olmstead  were  made  free  at  the 


1632,  3,  Jan’y  7.  Vol.  I,  p  1  T  V,  Newtown;  Under  the  heading  "Comon  Pales  devided  as  ffollo 
there  are  42  settlers  listed,  the  figure  opposite  each  name  indicating  the  number  of  rods  of  pale  (fence) 
that  each  one  is  to  build.  William  Lewis  is  assigned  10  rods,  out  of  a  total  of  577  rods. 


1633,  Aug.  5.  P  1  Do: 
participated,  "William  lewis 


Under  the  heading  "Lotts  Granted  for  Cowyardes, 
”  receiving  akr”. 


)  y 


twenty  eight  settlers 


1633,  4,  Mch.  2.  P  2  Do:  "Granted  William  Lewis  the swampe  by  the  shipp  marsh”  .  .  .  .  "Granted 

William  Lewis  the  use  of  the  Comon  ground  between  the  swampe  and  the  ffeild  lane  untell  th^v  shall 
desier  it.” 


1635,  Aug.  20.  P  4  Do:  "Att  a  Generali  Meeting  of  the  whole  Towne”  a  Division  of  Fresh  Pond  Meadow 

was  ordered  "acordinge  to  every  mans  severall  proportion”.  Under  this  distribution  we  find-  "William 
Lewis  2.” 

1635,  Aug.  20.  Vol.  I,  p  14  P  R:  Here  we  have  the  record  of  real  estate  owned  by  William  Lewis.  We 
give  It  in  much  abbreviated  form.  The  first  item  was  the  home-lot  and  covers  Lot  42  in  the  first  map  of 
Can^ridge.  The  present  location  of  this  lot  is  the  N.  W.  corner  of  Winthrop  and  Holyoke  streets-  "  In 
the  Towne  (Newtowne)  one  house  with  backside  aboute  half  A  roode  George  Stockine  one  the  north  cast 
crooked  streete  one  the  south  east,  Samuell  Dudlj'  one  the  north  west.  Long  strecte  one  the  south  west! 

rnoore.  In  the  Cowyard  Rowe  aboute  one  acker  ....  moore.  In  ould  Ifield  aboute  two  ackers 
and  halfe  ....  moore.  In  wigwame  necke  aboute  ffower  ackers  ....  more,  In  the  Necke  of  Land 
aboute  nyne  ackers  ....  moore.  In  Ox  Marsh  aboute  one  acker  ....  moore.  In  the  Long  Marsh 
about  two  ackers  ....  moore,  In  the  Great  Marsh  aboute  eight  ackers  ....  moore.  In  the  Necke 
of  Land  aboute  ffower  ackers  and  halfe  ....  moore,  In  the  Great  Marsh  aboute  ffive  ackers.” 

1635/6,  Feb’y  8.  Vol.  I,  P  6  T  V:  "  It  is  further  ordered  that  the  ground  Iveinge  between  Charls  Towne 
path  and  the  Comon  Pales  foremcrly  aponted  to  be  measurd  as  also  the  Remayndcr  by  Watertowne 
shalbee  thuse  devided:  To  William  Lewis  2  Ackrs.” 

1635  6,  Feb  y  8.  P  6  Do:  "  The  Names  of  Those  men  whoe  have  houses  in  the  Towne  at  this  present 
as  onely  are  to  be  accounted  as  houses  of  the  Towne.”  In  this  list  William  Lewis  is  credited  with  two 
houses.  From  this  and  above  land  holdings  it  is  seen  that  he  came  to  America  with  ample  means  to  start 
on  a  more  or  less  extensive  scale. 

1636,  June  1.  P  25  Stanley  Gen  (1887):  It  is  presumed  at  least  that  William  Lewis  with  wife  and  son 
join  today  the  caravan  setting  out  from  Cambridge  to  Hartford,  Connecticut,  for  yet  greater  liberty  of 
fought,  act,  and  conscience.  The  party  of  about  100  all  told  is  under  the  lead  of  the  famous  Rev.  Thomas 
Hooker  -  "the  Light  of  the  Western  Churches.”  The  First  Church  of  Hartford,  of  which  Hooker  was 
the  hrst  pastor,  lists  William  Lewis  among  its  original  members. 

ri-  ^  ^  P  ^  Hartford;  "The  Names  of  such  Inhabitants  as  have  right  In  un- 

ivi  ed  Lands.”  There  are  121  people  listed  under  this  heading,  against  whom  are  credited  3,281  acres 
m  varying  amounts.  John  Haynes  Esq--  the  Governor  heads  the  list  with  160  Ackers  which  is  the  highest 
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allotment.  William  Lewis  stands  26th  in  this  list  with  “38  Ackers”  credit.  In  the  next  item  we  list  in 
abbreviated  form  his  land  holdings  which  rate  him  as  an  original  founder  and  enroll  him  on  the  Pounders 
Monument  which  is  in  the  ancient  cemetery  behind  the  First  Church.  The  home  lot  in  Hartford  as 
described  in  the  first  item  was  located  on  present  Main  street  next  south  of  John  Talcott.  These  two  it 
is  recalled  were  together  in  England. 

1639,  Feb’y.  Vol.  I,  p  189  L  R:  “Severall  parcclls  of  land  in  Hertford  upon  the  river  of  Connecticott 
belonginge  to  Willm  Lewis  &  to  his  heires  forever,  viz:  One  parccll  on  which  his  dwcllinge  house  now 
standeth  w'**  other  outhouses,  yards  or  gardens  therein  being  contayninge  by  estimacon  two  acres  (more 
or  lesse)  abuttinge  upon  the  high  way  leading  from  the  Palasado  to  the  Ccntinell  hill  on  the  west  &  M' 
Stones  land  on  the  East  &  Richard  Goodmans  land  on  the  South  6:  Jolm  Talcotts  land  on  the  North.” 
The  following  pieces  arc  also  recorded,  a  paragraph  describing  cacli:  “one  parcel  of  3  roods  in  Little 
Meadow  ....  one  parcel  of  3  acres  on  East  Side  Great  River  ....  one  parcel  of  2  acres  in  North 
Meadow'  ....  one  parcel  of  26  acres  in  North  .Meadow  ....  one  parcel  of  16  acres  in  the  ox 
pasture  ....  one  parcel  of  4  acres  in  the  cow  p.-isture  ....  one  parcel  of  6  acres  in  the  Neck  of 
Land  ....  one  parcel  of  2  roods  in  North  Meadow  ....  one  parcel  of  4  acres  in  the  Neck  of 
Land  ....  one  parcel  of  2  roods  on  which  a  tenement  stands  ....  one  parcel  of  33^2  acres  in  the 
West  Field”  .... 

1639/40,  Feb’y  6.  Vol.  1,  p  35  G  C:  In  “a  Prticular  Gourt”  at  Hartford,  the  estate  of  Mr.  Oldham  shows 
£9'12'3  due  William  Lewis,  out  of  which  he  abates  f:2'16s  “for  a  hogg  he  bought  of  Mr.  Oldam.” 

1640/  1,  Jan’y  11.  Vol.  I,  p  52  T  V:  Will  Lewis,  Thomas  Scott,  cl  nl,  were  made  a  committee  to  survey 
and  “cstimatte  ye  ground  for  ye  goodnes  &  ye  equelittye”  on  “ye  east  sid  of  ye  greate  River. 

1640/1,  Jan’y  21.  P  54  Do:  “Ther  was  then  Ghosen  to  order  the  afaires  of  the  tnwnc  for  on  year 
william  Pantrie,  Andrew  Backon,  John  Hopkinse  &  William  Lcawes.” 

1640/1,  Feb’y  18.  P  55  Do:  William  Lewes  is  put  on  committee  with  our  Mr.  Wells,  Mr.  Steele,  et  al, 
to  lay  out  the  land  on  the  east  side  of  the  great  river  to  the  various  settlers.  In  this  division  he  received 
40  A.  on  the  north  side,  beginning  at  Windsor  Bounds. 

1641,  Sept.  2.  Vol.  I,  p  78  G  G:  Will:  Lewis  serves  as  juryman  with  our  John  Bissell.  One  man  w'as 
fined  “Xs  for  his  affront  of  the  watch.”  Wm  Lewis  has  record  of  General  Gourt  juryman  on  eight  dif¬ 
ferent  occasions  up  to  and  including  Sept.  7,  1648.  During  these  various  sessions  he  sat  in  turn  with  our 
John  Stoddard,  Anthony  Hawkins  and  John  Deming. 

1642,  Jan’y  12.  Vol.  I,  p  21  T  V:  In  the  “Townesmen's  acownte”  there  appears  this  item:  “ther  is 
dew  from  the  towne  to  brother  Pantre  £1.9.5,  and  to  brother  Lewes  £1.9.1. 

1643,  Nov.  9.  Vol.  I,  p  113  G  G:  “At  Prticular  Gourt,  Willi’  Lewes  his  fyne  is  to  be  paid  at  these 
sev^all  tymes,  vizt,  5£  the  20th  of  March  and  5£  the  20th  of  September,  and  the  other  X  £  three  months 
after.”  What  this  fine  was  for  does  not  appear. 

1645/6,  March  5.  P  149  Do:  “The  Welchman  Lewis,  for  pilfering  Buncos  come  is  fined  40  s.”  (In 
this  the  “Welchman”  sounds  right,  but  not  the  rest  of  it.) 

1647/8,  Jan’y  3.  Vol.  I,  p  39  T  V:  This  item  appears  in  the  “townse  mens  acounts:  &  Will  Lewes 
doth  owe  1647  £1-10-10.” 

1649,  May  16.  Vol.  I,  p  195  G  G:  This  battery  of  charges  and  counter  charges  w-as  presented  to  the 
jury  but  the  result  is  not  stated:  “William  Leawis  pit  coutra  Thomas  Dement  defendt,  in  an  action  of 
slaunder,  to  the  dammage  of  50£. 

“William  Leawis  pit  contra  Thomas  Dement  defendt  in  an  action  of  the  case,  to  the  dammage  of  3£. 

“Thomas  Dement  pit  contra  William  Leawes  defendt,  in  an  action  of  slaunder,  to  the  dammage  of  5l£. 

"Thomas  Dement  pit  confrci  William  Leawis  defendt,  in  an  action  of  the  case,  dammages  10s.” 
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As  though  the  above  were  not  cnougli  we  find  on  June  7th  next  this  further  suit  without  apparently 
any  counter  suit:  “William  Lcawis  pit  contra  Thomas  Dement  defendt,  in  an  action  of  slander  50£,” 

1649.  Vol.  Ill,  p  151  G  C;  William  Lewis  in  1649  returns  to  England  and  on  returning  to  America 
brings  Mrs.  Ann  Stanes  his  sister  with  him.  Her  husband  had  come  over  in  1642,  all  as  per  Court  record 
in  Hartford.  He  says,  “Respecting  my  sister  Stanes  her  selfe,  I  going  to  England  in  ye  year  1649,  found 
her  there  in  a  very  mean  di  low  Condition,  made  her  a  tender  of  going  to  New  England  &  live  with  me  & 
I  would  take  Care  of  her’’  .... 

1650,  May  18.  Vol.  II,  p  20  C  C:  Mr.  John  Beebe,  seaman,  and  husbandman,  says  in  his  will:  “  I  doe 
deseyer  my  Loveing  fi'riends,  Mr.  W'illiam  Lewis  and  John  Cole,  be  overseers  of  this  my  last  Will  and, 
that  all  my  sayd  Children  be  advised  and  Counselled  by  my  sayd  overseers  for  their  future  dispose  by 
marriage  or  othenvise.” 

1650,  Sept.  5.  P  12  Do:  Will:  Lcawis  is  on  the  County  Court  jury,  and  every  year  for  the  next  five 
years  he  is  called  for  service  here. 

1650  1,  Feb’y  4.  Vol.  I,  p  69  T  V:  “At  a  towne  Mcetingc  upon  the  4'*’  day  of  fTcbrawary  1650  there 
is  chosen  to  order  the  affayers  of  the  towne  on  the  North  side  of  the  riverett  for  this  next  ensewinge  yeare 
William  Lewes  &  John  Pantrie  and  for  the  south  side  of  the  riverett  John  White  &  Gregory  Wolterton.” 
(Note  how  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  accounts  are  rendered  in  “wompon”.) 

1650  1,  Feb’y  20.  Vol.  1 1,  pp  17-20  C  C:  Will:  Lewis  sits  on  the  jury  to  consider  the  famous  witchcraft 
case  of  John  Carrington  and  wife.  Our  Edward  Griswold  and  Steven  Hart  were  on  the  same  jury.  Our 

Governor  Welles  sat  as  a  Magistrate.  The  jury  considered  the  two  to  be  “in  league  with  satton’’ . 

and  therefore  “worthy  to  dye.’’  (See  witchcraft  discussion  under  Welles.) 

1651  2,  Mch.  22.  Vol.  I,  p  72  T  V:  “Accotts:  given  in  by:  Jo"  White,  Gregory  Wilterton,  William  Lewes, 
Jon  Pantry:  in  wompon  William  Lewes  &  Jo"  Pantry:  £02'00'00:  this  paid  by  will  Icwes  to  will  gibines.’’ 

1653  4,  Feb’y  7.  P  76  Do:  “Att  A  Generali  Meeteinge  of  ye  Towne  the  7^*’  of  Ifeburay  1653,  chosen 
ffor  Cunstables  for  ye  yeare  Insucinge:  Gregory  Wilterton,  William  Lewes.” 

1654  5,  Feb’y  13.  \'ol.  II,  p  98  C  C:  William  Lewis  inherits  £1  from  the  estate  of  Thomas  Olcott  of 
Hartford  in  these  words:  “to  my  Brother  Will  Wadsworth,  one  pownd;  to  Brother  Will  Lewis  Seniorc, 
one  pounde.” 

1654  5,  Feb’y  2Sth.  Vol.  1,  p  327  G  C,  Ptd:  John  Cullick  gives  William  Lewis  and  Gregory  Wilterton 
receipt  for  £60'5'0,  Hartford’s  “tax  for  the  yeare  of  their  constableship”  for  the  Scabrooke  Fort. 

1654,  5,  Mch.  15.  Vol.  I,  p  81  T  V:  “At  a  towne  mcating;  it  was  allso  agread  and  voted  that  Goodman 
Lewes  shall  sue  to  the  Generali  Court  to  hav  all  the  accountes  Concerning  the  rivers  mouth  cleared  up 
and  a  man  chosen  to  kcap  the  receipts  this  he  is  chosen  to  follow  till  he  Se  accomplished.”  The  Colony 
had  bought  the  Seabrook  Fort  and  patent  rights  of  George  Fenwick,  agent,  in  1644;  but  as  yet  the  account¬ 
ing  had  not  been  concluded. 

1655,  approx.  Vol.  II,  p  92  C  C:  William  Lewes  Sen’r  is  residuary  legatee  of  Est.  of  Giles  Whiting  of 
Hartford,  in  these  words:  “My  debts  being  discharged  I  leave  the  remainder  of  my  Estate  to  my  brother 
William  Lewis,  to  himself  and  his  children  at  his  discretion.”  Total  inv’y  was  £26-15-06. 

1655/6,  Jan’y  7.  Vol.  I,  p  83  T  V:  “At  the  same  Towne  meating  ther  was  granted  a  Rate  of  Fowcrscore 
Pownds:  allso  Mr.  Wyllys,  Mr.  Fitch,  Mr.  Lord  and  W"*  Lewes  are  to  make  this  Rate  and  all  other  Rates 
for  this  year.” 

1655/6,  Jan’y.  Vol.  1,  p  5  L  R:  “Land  in  ffarmington  In  the  Jurisdicktion  of  Conekticut  beellonging 
to  William  Lewis,  senior:”  Six  parcells  are  recorded  here:  One  in  the  Great  Meadow  of  one  hundred  acres 
on  the  River  south;  one  on  the  River  west  of  twenty  acres;  one  of  upland  of  ten  acres;  all  of  these  three 
bought  of  John  Pratt,  “all  which  he  gave  to  his  sone  William  Lewis.” 
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William  Lewis  Junior  had  been  established  in  Farmington  for  some  years  now  so  that  when  the  Church 
trouble  began  in  Hartford  the  father,  perhaps  desiring  to  he  free  from  it,  followed  the  natural  inclination 
and  bought  this  land  near  to  his  only  son.  The  l.'isl  sentence  in  the  land  item  above  was  probably  added 
later  by  the  clerk  after  the  father  decided  to  join  forces  with  the  Hadley  company  and  then  turned  his 
Farmington  property  over  to  the  son.  The  item  of  Mch.  12th  following,  shows  the  firm  intention  of  a 
strong  minority,  to  whom  history  awards  the  balance  of  right  in  the  matter,  to  withdraw  from  the  Hartford 
First  Church  and  form  a  communion  of  their  own, 

1655  6,  Mch.  1st  Thurs.  Vol.  II,  p  84  G  C:  “  In  the  action  of  slaunder  bet.  Will:  Lewis  pit  and  Tho: 
Dement  defendt  the  jury  findes  for  the  pit  dammages  5  pounds  and  Cost  of  Courte  which  is  for  3  witnesses 
3  days  2  of  them  &  2  days  one  13s'4d.” 

1655/56,  March  12.  P  24  Second  Church  Hist  (1892):  William  Leawis  and  Andrew  Warner,  who  was 
the  first  deacon  of  the  First  Church,  arc  among  the  21  members  who  sign  a  letter  requesting  dismission 
from  the  First  Church  and  asking  for  “an  able  and  Indifferent  Councell.”  This  move  completed  the  re¬ 
solve  to  leave  Hartford  for  within  a  j  ear  William  Lewis  had  established  a  home  in  Farmington  though 
he  docs  not  appear  to  have  given  up  his  Hartford  home  for  some  months  later.  His  wife  joined  the  Church 
in  Farmington  on  Mch.  15,  1656  7,  with  his  sister,  the  Widow  Stans,  while  two  months  thereafter  he  is 
still  active  in  the  Church  dispute  at  Hartford.  Moreover  it  was  almost  a  year  after  wife  Felix  joined  the 
Farmington  Church  before  he  joined  it. 

1657,  May  3.  P  14  Hadley  Hist  (1863):  A  “Pacification”  was  now  reached  by  the  Council  of  ministers 
from  Massachusetts  with  the  majority  and  minority  parties  in  the  Church  dispute  at  Hartford.  But  a 
relapse  soon  followed  and  the  minority  were  about  to  withdraw  and  form  a  union  with  the  Rev.  John 
Russell  Church  in  Wethersfield.  Before  this  was  done,  however,  the  Church  in  Hartford  tried  to  deal  with 
the  principal  men  in  the  minority;  viz.,  Gov.  Webster,  William  Lewis  and  Andrew  Bacon,  but  without 
result.  Meanwhile  the  dispute  at  Hartford  was  intensified  by  further  and  deeper  troubles  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Russell  with  his  Wethersfield  Church.  Finally  in  the  summer  of  1659  Mr.  Russell  left  for  Hadley,  .Massa¬ 
chusetts,  with  about  80  followers  from  both  Hartford  and  Wethersfield  and  the  soreness  wore  away.  The 
Lewises,  however,  preferred  a  quicker  move  and  since  the  son  William  was  well  established  in  Farmington 
it  was  no  doubt  the  deciding  factor  why  the  parents  chose  this  town. 

1657/8,  Jan’y  25.  Vol.  I,  p  5  C  R,  Farmington:  “On  January  25,  1657  Anthony  Howkins  and  William 
Lewis  were  joined  to  the  Church.”  The  move  to  Farmington  proved  to  be  very  short  lived  for  when  the 
meeting  was  held  at  Hartford  to  plan  the  Hadley  enterprise  both  father  and  son  Lewis  were  on  hand  to 
sign  as  below. 

1659,  Apl.  18.  P  19  Hadley  Hist:  The  first  book  of  Hadley  shows  how  the  town  began:  “At  a  meeting 
at  Goodman  Ward’s  house  in  Hartford”  some  59  people  engaged  themselves  to  remove  to  Hadley.  Both 
William  Lewis  senior  and  William  Lewis  junior  were  signers;  but  it  appears  that  only  the  senior  actually 
went.  Our  “  Widow  Watson”  was  a  signer  also,  but  she  did  not  go.  At  this  meeting  Wm.  Lewis  was  named 
on  committee  of  five  to  go  above  Naponset,  on  east  side  of  Northampton,  and  lay  out  59  home  lots,  allow¬ 
ing  eight  acres  for  each,  with  a  street  20  rods  broad  betwixt.  Hadley  today  is  a  beautiful  ideal  country 
town  of  New  England,  due  largely  to  the  vision  of  these  early  settlers  in  laying  out  such  wide  spacious 
streets.  William  Lewis’  house  was  on  cast  side  of  Main  st.  facing  west,  the  plot  being  one  of  eight  acres. 
The  plan  is  shown  in  the  Hadley  History. 

1659/60,  Feb’y  13.  Vol.  I,  p  546  T  V,  Hartford:  Under  “a  Coppy  of  ye  Mill  Rates”  Wm  Lewes  appears 
on  the  North  side  as  follows:  “In  1655  £2-055-00d;  in  1656  £3-03s-07d;  in  1657  £2-15s-05(i;  whole  sum 
£8-04s-00d.” 

1660,  Mch.  28.  P  102  Do:  “At  ye  same  meeting  ye  Towne  appoynted”  a  committee  “to  veiwe  the 
way  that  goeth  down  to  Sarg:  Spencer  &  Isack  Graves  land  in  the  long  mead;  &  agreawthC:  Leawes  wt 
he  Shall  have  for  the  use  of  ye  Sd  waye:  &  wt  this  Comite  Shall  doe  the  Towen  doth  agree  to  stand  to.” 
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1660,  Oct.  8.  P  22  Hadley  Hist  (1863):  At  a  meeting  held  at  the  house  of  Andrew  Warner  in  Hadley, 
William  Lewis  was  one  of  twenty-eight  persons  who  signed  an  agreement  to  be  “inhabiting  there  (on  the 
West  side  of  River)  in  houses  of  their  own  by  Michaelmas  next”  (Sept.  29,  1661). 

1660,  Dec.  14.  P  77  Do:  At  Norwottuck.  as  Hadley  was  first  known,  five  Townsmen  (afterward  called 
Selectmen)  were  chosen.  These  were  the  first  to  be  chosen  in  Hadley,  the  first  five  in  Nov.,  1659  having 
been  selected  from  three  places.  William  Lewis  and  Andrew  W^arner  were  two  of  the  first  for  Norwottuck 
independently.  Lewis  was  again  elected  in  1669  and  Warner  in  1668  and  1674.  For  about  a  century  none 
were  elected  for  two  years  in  succession. 

1661,  Mch.  26.  P  24  Do:  Jurors  from  the  New  Town  attended  the  Court  at  Northampton  for  the  first 
time.  Among  these  four  is  William  Lewis. 

1661,  May  11.  P  24  Do:  At  a  meeting  it  was  voted  that  all  the  freemen  should  meet  at  the  house  of 
Goodman  Lewis  upon  the  next  second  day”  (2''  day  or  Monday  of  next  week)  to  consider  some  things  to 
present  to  the  General  Court  at  Northampton.  The  petition  related  to  Jury  trials,  etc. 

1661,  Dec.  12.  P  50  Do:  The  Town  have  ordered  that  they  will  build  and  erect  a  meeting-house  to 
be  a  place  of  public  worship,”  45  ft.  Jong  by  24  ft.  wide  with  lean-tos  on  both  sides  to  make  36  ft.  wide. 
“For  the  aforesaid  occasions”  a  committee  of  seven  is  named,  Goodman  William  Lewis  being  one  of  them! 

1662,  May  i.  Vol.  IV,  pt  II,  p  40  M  B  C,  Ptd:  Mr.  W'illiam  Lewis  is  sole  representative  for  Hadley 
at  the  General  Court,  at  Boston,  in  session  today.  Next  year  he  was  elected  jointly  with  Samuel  Smith  to 
represent  the  town  at  this  Court. 

1663,  Mch.  P  34  Hadley  Hist  (1863):  The  48  proprietors  of  Hadley,  on  the  cast  side  of  the  River, 
draw  lots  for  the  distribution  in  Hockanum  Meadow.  William  Lewis  drew  Lot  No.  10.  He  had  a  £150 
interest  out  of  the  total  of  £6,145,  which  entitled  him  to  6  acres,  2  qrs.  and  23  rods. 

1663,  Mch.  P  227  Do:  Divers  persons  of  the  soldiery  meet  at  Northampton  and  “there  listed  themselves 
into  a  Tioope  under  the  command  of  Capt.  John  Pynchon.  Among  them  were  ten  troopers  from  Hadley, 
William  Lewis  being  one,  and  Andrew  Warner  another.  The  importance  of  the  matter  in  this  new  wilder¬ 
ness  as  well  as  the  physical  stamina  and  quality  of  these  old  settlers  is  seen  in  the  fact  that  Lewis  was 
now  69  years  of  age  and  Warner  68  years. 

1664,  May.  Vol.  IV,  part  II,  p  100  M  B  C,  Ptd:  Mr.  William  Lewis  is  credited  at  the  General  Court 
at  Boston  as  representative  for  Northampton.  The  Northampton  1  listory,  however,  thinks  the  deputies 
from  Hadley  were  in  error  assigned  to  Northampton.  We  find  as  one  item  of  business  at  this  session  of 
the  Court,  that  Samuel  Porter  of  Hadley  assigned  his  right  in  his  servant  Rob’t.  Williams  “to  William 
Lewis  to  serve  in  husbandry  for  five  years.” 

1664,  Sept.  1.  Vol.  Ill,  p  19  C  C:  Wm  Lewis  Sen’r  sues  Mr.  Thom.  Welles  “for  not  acquitting  him 
the  saj'd  Lewes  from  a  certain  debt  made  by  him  for  &  In  behalfe  of  the  Company  w'ho  were  owners  & 
adventurers  In  the  ship  entrance  of  Hartford  to  the  damage  of  £300.  ”  The  jury  find  for  the  defendt  cost 
of  Court. 

1665,  6,  Feb  y  16.  Vol.  1,  p  62  L  R,  Hartford:  ‘It  was  testified  by  the  Committee  that  the  names  of 
the  persons  mentioned  and  the  number  of  acres  there  set  to  them  is  the  true  division  of  the  uppland  on 
the  East  side  the  great  river  ....  it  being  allso  testified  that  the  Length  of  the  said  Lotts  was  to  bee 
three  miles  and  that  thereby  the  number  of  acres  above  said  are  trebled.”  William  Lew'es  is  credited  with 
a  proportion  of  40  in  this  division  out  of  a  total  of  3,872. 

1666,  March.  P  71  Hadley  Hist  (1863):  William  Lew-is  and  Samuel  Porter  of  Hadley  were  both  pre¬ 
sented  for  selling  strong  liquors  without  a  license  and  fined.  It  appeared  that  they  w'ere  induced  to  do  this 
because  no  one  in  Hadley  had  liberty  to  sell  liquors. 

1667,  Oct.  10.  Vol.  11,  p  252  G  C:  The  Court  “appoynts  Mr.  W™  Wadsworth  and  James  Steele  to 
divide  unto  John  Allyn,  Wm  Lew'es  and  the  Widow  Lord  their  proportion  of  land  (acording  to  record  & 
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grant  of  the  Townc  of  Hartford)  in  the  North  Meadow,  and  to  bownd  it  out  to  them.”  These  three  could 
not  agree  on  the  division  made  so  the  General  Court  on  Oct.  8,  1668  appointed  an  arbitration  committee 
of  three  to  settle  the  matter. 

During  the  year  1667  the  Lewises  moved  back  to  Farmington;  but  they  returned  to  Hadley  and  after 
a  few  years  more,  in  1675,  the  wife  having  died  there  in  1671,  he  did  move  permanently  to  Farmington. 

1668,  Vol.  1,  p  155  T  V,  Northampton;  W'illiam  Lewis  was  one  of  a  committee  of  three  appointed  “to 
attempt  to  bring  the  Indians  to  a  sense  of  their  responsibility.” 

1668,  Apl.  22.  P  89  Hadley  Hist  (1863):  A  Committee  of  five  citizens  of  Hadley,  all  of  East  side, 
William  Lewis  one,  sent  to  General  Court  another  answer  to  the  complaints  of  those  on  West  side.  “We 
are  about  46  or  47  families,”  says  the  paper.  The  trouble  was  the  difficulty  of  providing  convenient 
meeting'houses  and  ministers  for  both  sides. 

1668,  May  14.  Vol.  11,  p  259  G  C:  “This  Court  Doe  grant  W'"  Lewes  Sen"  that  the  lawe  made  about 
clcareing  of  titles  of  land  w''’in  twelve  moneths  6i  a  day,  shall  be  no  prejudice  of  the  sayd  W"'  Lewes  his 
title  to  his  land  which  he  hath  in  the  Long  meadowe,  although  any  person  should  controvert  his  right.” 

1668  9,  Feb’y  19.  P  84  Hadley  Hist  ('1863):  Early  Tariff  Kick;  Thirty-four  citizens  of  the  East  side, 
Hadley,  including  our  William  Lewis,  30  citizens  in  another  East  side  group,  and  28  West  side  citizens 
sign  a  protest  to  the  General  Court  at  Boston  against  a  tariff  ordered  by  it  on  imports  of  horses,  cattle, 
grain,  merchandise,  etc. 

1669,  Mch.  30.  P  97  Do:  “Att  a  County  Corte  holden  at  Northampton,”  William  Lewis  appeared  to 
answer  for  Mr.  Goodwin  who  was  sick.  Goodwin’s  dog  had  frightened  a  mare  of  Timothy  Nash  on  which 
his  little  girl  was  riding  and  the  result  was  “the  untimely  death  of  his  child  ye  last  summer.”  The  court 
finally  fined  both  Goodwin  and  Nash  10s  apiece  -  a  legal  curiosity,  says  the  1  listory. 

1671/2,  Feb’y.  Vol.  I,  P  581  L  R,  Hartford:  “The  Proprietors  of  the  undivided  Lands  in  Hartford 
with  each  their  proportions  In  one  division  as  followeth  according  to  which  proportions  they  payd  for  the 
purchase  of  Sayd  lands:  Feb;  1671.”  In  the  list  there  are  89  people  with  total  proportions  of  3,109,  William 
Lewis  having  a  proportion  of  38,  the  same  as  that  of  1639  '40. 

1672,  Oct.  P  193  H  Hist  (1863):  Thirty-eight  people  of  Hadley,  including  William  Lewis,  petition  the 
General  Court  at  Boston  for  an  addition  to  their  plantation  to  make  it  equal  eight  miles  square.  They  said 
the  greater  part  of  their  woodland  was  “barren,  pine  plain,  capable  of  very  little  improvement.” 

1675,  May  18.  Vol.  Ill,  p  59  G  C:  The  Gen’l  Court  of  Connecticut  “grants  Mr.  William  Lewis  Sen’r 
200  acres  of  land  for  a  farme  provided  he  take  it  up  where  it  may  not  prejudice  any  former  grant  or  new 
plantation.  One  hundred  acres  of  land  of  this  grant,  Mr  Wm.  Lewes  granted  to  his  grandson  Phillip  Lewes, 
and  desired  soe  it  might  be  recorded  wth  the  grant.”  Was  this  one  of  the  conditions  on  which  he  would 
return  to  Connecticut?  No  one  knows,  we  suppose,  but  at  any  rate  this  marks  the  time  when  he  moves 
from  Hadley,  Mass.,  to  Farmington,  Ct.,  he  now  being  in  his  81st  year.  His  wife  had  died  at  Hadley 
four  years  before.  He  arrives  at  Farmington  just  too  late  to  have  acquired  an  interest  and  be  counted 
among  the  84  proprietors  who  make  up  the  standard  list  of  1674. 

1675/6,  Jan’y  ye  26.  Vol.  IV,  p  151  CC;  “To  ye  honored  Court,  Now  Sitting  at  hartford,  William  Lewis 
sienor  humbly  presents  these  considerations  as  followeth,  representing  my  Sister  Stanes  W’ill,  who  is  Now 
deceased:  First,  yt  my  brother  stanes  her  husband  came  over  into  this  Country  a  Servant  to  Mr.  Taps 
of  Milford  about  ye  yeare  1642,  and,  building  of  his  masters  house,  resaived  a  blow  with  a  Laver  and  broake 
ye  rim  of  his  body,  &  had  a  bunch  as  big  as  a  mans  duble  fest  on  his  side,  &  was  wholy  unfitted  for  service. 
And  his  master,  being  mutch  troubled  he  could  not  Labour,  my  brother,  prsaiving  yt,  tould  his  master 
if  he  would  please  to  dismis  him  he  would  go  to  his  brother  at  hartford  and  see  what  he  would  doe  for  im, 
which  his  master  readily  acsepted,  &  so  he  came  to  me  in  sutch  a  mean  habit,  being  So  nearly  related  to 
me,  I  could  not  Let  him  go  forth  to  meting  til  I  had  first  cloathd  him  from  top  to  toe: 
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8  yds.  of  Carsey  to  make  him  large  Coate  &  Sole,  yt  cost  8  shillings  pr  yd,  &  is  .  .  .  £  S-O-l-OO 

For  Lynings  of  hose  a  buttens,  silke  &  making . 1-04-00 

pr  Gloves,  stockings,  £0-09;  pr  a  hatt,  £0-14;  &  is . 1-03-00 

pr  4  Sh.irts  at  £0-08  apiece  &  is . 1-12-00 

And  in  this  posture  continued  with  me  for  ncare  2  years  and  his  Dyet  for  ye  time  I  account  .  15-00-00 

pr  the  Expenses  of  his  funeral  and  coffin  d  Grave  ......  02-00-00 


“Respecting  my  sister  Stanes  herselfe,  1  going  to  England  in  ye  year  1649,  found  her  there  in  a 
very  mean  &  low  Condition,  made  her  a  tender  of  going  to  New  England  &  live  with  me 
&  I  would  take  Care  of  her,  but  y  t  she  was  not  able  to  do,  but  I  was  forced  to  let  her  ave 
to  cloathe  herselfe,  ......... 

as  also  paying  for  pasage  over  ye  Sea,  pd  in  Nw  England . 

pr  a  pack  and  Chest,  fraight  30  shillings,  6d  is . 

for  passage  for  herself  &  things  from  Boston  to  Hartford  ....... 

Wood  &  2  Bushels  of  barly  Malt  .......... 


£24-03-00 


5- 00-00 

6- 00-00 
1-10-00 
1-10-00 

lO-CO 


“Besides  divers  other  things,  as  Sugar  &  Spice  and  Wine  yt  I  mention  not  in  above,  and  yet 
had  slie  herselfe  needed  this  &  as  mutch  more  I  should  etideavoured  to  supply;  but  hereby  to  be 
inabled  to  give  to  other  prsons,  1  am  yet  to  see  the  reason  of,  but  shall  humbly  leave  It  to  your 
honors  to  consider  and  determine  as  God  shall  guide  &  rest. 

“Yours  to  serve  WL  by  Total  .......... 


£15-01-00 


£39-04-00” 


1677,  Nov.  14.  Vol.  I,  p  47  C  R,  Farmington:  Captain  William  Lewis  here  confesses  that  in  a  contro¬ 
versy  with  John  Judd  he  had  “spoken  to  the  dishonor  of  God.”  (see  below  under  Capt.  Lewis).  On 
Nov.  29th,  however,  “the  Church  met  again,”  presumably  on  the  request  of  “old  father  Lewis”  with  the 
result  that  “they  did  not  see  cause  to  retrace  their  conclusion  concerning  the  case:  -  none  opposing  but 
old  father  Lewis,  (as  I  remember),  only  Thomas  Judd  junior,  declared  himself  non  actable  or  neutralizin'^  ” 

1678,  '9,  Mch.  14.  Vol.  1\',  p  26  C  C:  “I  entreat  my  loving  friends  W*"  Lewis  Senr  and  Lt.  Steele  to  be 
my  overseers,”  says  John  Warner  of  Farmington  in  his  will.  The  inventory  was  £123-03-00,  taken  in  1679. 

1679/80,  Mch.  1.  Vol.  I,  p  17  C  R:  William  Lewis  Senior  is  3Sth  on  the  list  of  42  heads  of  families  who 
were  members  “in  full  communion”  of  the  Farmington  Church.  His  wife  Felix  had  died  nine  years  before 
so  of  course  is  missing. 

1683,  Aug.  30.  Vol.  IV,  p  152  C  C:  “The  Last  Will  &  Testament  of  W""  Lewes  the  aged.  I  Wm  Lewes 
being  stricken  in  years  &  yet  by  the  good  hand  of  God  upon  me  though  very  weak  yet  having  at  this 
present  my  perfect  understanding  doe  thinke  it  meet  to  set  in  order  that  estate  which  it  hath  pleased  God 
'to  Lend  me.  Item  I  commit  my  Body  to  a  comely  Buriall  in  farmington  in  the  place  appoynted  for  that 
purpose  &  my  soule  into  the  hands  of  the  glorious  God  which  gave  it  in  hope  of  a  glorious  resurection. 
Item  I  doc  will  &  bequeath  to  my  Grand  Child  Ezekiall  Lewes  all  my  Estate  at  Hadley.  I  say  my  house 
&  Land  which  of  right  belongs  to  mee  as  purchaser  of  that  place  all  the  Land  which  is  divided  or  yet 
undivided  as  allso  all  my  Land  on  this  side  the  River  on  Hatfield  side  I  doe  give  to  my  Grandchild  Ezekeill 
him  &  his  heirs  for  ever  he  paying  to  his  brother  Nathaniel  the  full  &  Just  sume  of  six  score  pownds  when 
he  comes  to  the  age  of  one  &  twenty  yeares.  And  in  case  my  Grand  child  Ezekiel  deceases  my  will  is  that 
my  Grand  child  Nathaniel  Lewes  shall  possesse  it  him  &  his  heirs  forever.  And  in  case  both  my  Grand 
children  Ezekiel  &  Nathaniel  deceasse  my  will  is  that  my  Grand  child  Abigalle  Lewes  shall  possesse  it 
her  &  her  heires  forever. 

“It.  I  doe  give  to  my  Grand  child  Abigail  Lewes  on  piece  of  land  at  Hartford  containing  fower  acres 
lycing  within  the  Meadow  gate  that  leads  to  the  neck  of  land  Bownded  upon  High  way  on  the  West, 
Mr.  John  Allyns  Land  on  the  North  &  upon  Richard  Goodman’s  on  the  East  &  Bartholomew  Barnards 
on  the  Sowth.  It.  I  doe  moreover  give  to  my  Grandchild  Abigail  Lewes  one  parcell  of  Land  Lyeing  to¬ 
wards  the  Sowth  end  of  the  Longmeadow  Bownded  on  the  North  by  Land  that  Bartholomew  Barnard 
possesses  butting  on  the  great  river  on  the  east  &  on  my  own  land  on  the  South  &  the  riverett  on  the 
West  containeing  by  estimation  halfe  an  acre.  These  Two  parcells  of  Land  1  give  my  Grand  daughter 
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Abigail  Lewes  with  this  provision:  in  case  my  Grand  child  phillip  Lewes  which  hath  had  the  Improvement 
of  it  many  years  &  is  a  convenience  that  belongs  to  my  house  there  that  he  cannot  well  be  w''‘oiit  it 
therefore  if  my  child  phillip  Lewes  will  pay  to  my  Grandchild  abigall  Lewes  forty  pownds  or  cause  to  be 
payd  I  say  forty  pownds  in  current  pay  of  the  Country  that  is  to  say  within  the  space  of  sixteen  yeares 
that  is  to  say  Two  pownds  Ten  shillings  pr  yeare  which  shall  be  payd  yearly  to  the  overseers  of  this  my 
will  at  or  before  the  Midle  of  January  for  the  use  of  my  Grandaughter  abigall  Lewes  &  in  case  he  doe 
fayle  of  payment  my  will  is  he  shall  have  no  more  to  doe  with  it  but  my  oveiseers  shall  have  power  to 
take  it  from  him;  and  my  minde  is  that  at  the  end  of  the  sixteen  yeares  of  payment  of  the  rent  that  my 
Grand  Child  abigaile  Lewes  she  &  her  heires  for  ever. 

“Item  1  give  (Sc  bequeath  to  my  Grand  child  Ebenezer  Lewes  the  smiths  tooles  which  I  bought  of  John 
Hathway  in  case  that  he  be  faythfull  &  dilligent  6:  paynefull  &  behave  himselfe  well.  If  he  doe  not  my 
will  is  that  my  overseers  of  this  my  will  shall  have  power  to  take  them  away  from  him  at  the  end  of  seven 
yeares.  The  Executor  of  this  my  estate  1  doe  desire  my  son  William  Lewes,  (3i  I  doe  desire  my  Loveing 
friends  Lieuteunt  Samuel  Steele  of  Weathersficld  &  Samuel  patrick  of  Madly  to  be  the  overseers  of  this 
my  will. 

.  Witness:  Robert  PORTER  .  William  Lewis” 

Tho.mas  X  Newel  Sen' 

1683,  Aug.  30  Dec.  3.  Between  these  dates  somewhere  “William  Lewis,  the  aged,”  within  a  month  of 
four  score  and  ten,  dies  at  Fannington  and  goes  to  his  reward.  The  date  is  not  of  record. 

1683,  Dec.  3.  Vol.  IV,  p  153  C  C:  “An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  M'  William  Lewes  Sent  deceased  at 
Farmington  sometimes  Livcing  in  Hadley  as  followeth: 

Impriin  It  p  the  houscing  &  Liind.s  at  Hadley  on  both  sides  of  Connecticutt  river  belonging  to 
the  foresayd  Lewes  &  liis  assignes  forever  which  we  whose  names  aie  here  after  Incerted 

have  being  desired  apprized  at  Two  hundred  &  Eiglity  pownds,  I  say . £280'00'00 

prized  by  us  this  S'*  of  december  16S3;  Aaron  Cooke  Sen,  Samuel  Porter  Sen” 

Note  that  the  inventories  at  Hartford  and  at  Farmington  do  not  appear. 

1683,  Dec.  4.  P  153  Do:  “Capt:William  Lewes  made  oath  that  this  is  a  true  Inventory  of  all  his  father 
W™  Lewes  estate  at  Hadley  to  the  best  of  his  knowledg  and  If  anything  farther  appeare  he  will  present 
the  same  to  the  County  Court  as  attest  Peter  Tilton,  Assist.” 

1683,  Dec.  18.  P  77  Do:  “A  Speciall  Court  held  at  Hartford.  The  Last  Will  &  Testament  of  Mr  W™ 
Lewes  Sen'  of  Farmington  was  exhibited  in  Court  &  oath  made  by  Captn  Wm  Lewes  &  F^obert  Porter 
that  the  sayd  William  Lewes  signed  &  declared  sd  will  to  be  his  Last  will  &  Testament.  Robert  Porter 
allso  declared  that  he  understand  that  Mr  W""  Lewes  by  his  will  wherein  he  declares  his  disspose  of  his 
Lands  at  Madly  &  Hatfeild  should  be  to  his  grandson  Ezekiel  he  attayning  Twenty  one  years  of  age  & 
paying  six  score  pownds  to  Nathaniel  it  should  be  his  &  his  heirs  forever.  But  he  not  attayning  that  age 
that  there  it  should  fall  to  Nathaniel  &  in  case  the  sayd  Nath:  should  not  attayn  that  age  then  to  fall  to 
abigail  &  no  otherwise  &  If  the  will  carryed  it  it  might  be  his  weaknesse  in  writeing  of  it.  As  allso  an 
Inventory  of  his  estate  was  exhibited  in  court  &  oath  made  that  there  was  a  True  presentment  of  the  estate 
of  the  deceased  to  the  apprizers  so  far  as  at  present  is  known  his  wearing  cloathes  excepted  &  if  more  come 
to  knowledge  it  shall  be  added  to  the  Inventory.” 

1690/1,  Mch.  7.  Vol.  IV,  No.  144  P  C:  Statement  of  James  Steele  Sen’r:  “This  may  Satisfi  this  hon¬ 
ored  Court,  or  whom  els  it  may  consarn,  that  I  being  occasionally  at  Capt.  Laweses  hous  sum  time  be 
fore  old  Mr.  Lawes  died,  sd  Mr.  Lawes  falling  in  to  sum  discors  with  me  about  his  gransone  philip  Lawes 
at  Hartford,  amongst  other  discours  he  said  that  sd  philip  owed  him  a  considerable  sum  for  rent.  I  do  not 
remember  the  particular  quntyty  how  much,  but  I  know  it  was  a  great  deele,  and  hee  desired  me  to  tell 
sd  philip  that  he  must  provid  to  pay  him.  I  toald  him  he  had  best  to  wrighte  to  him,  and  so  he  did  and 
sent  the  letter  by  myself  and  prayd  me  to  deliver  it  to  his  gran  son  and  so  I  did.  Capt.  Lawes  red  the 


/OOJA3ViaO  TT322Aa 


]ml  «;j  .IJt.H  tiVu'  w  bttH?  b«Mn  yin  nr  ;rioWv*^  j-irh  nA)i(MA 

ii  iuti*’’''  icxnn...  '}f\  ic.rli  ‘iTxlJ  vrn  oi  nn  tiv/  u  r-li  ’rAVj‘tn'> •  >!  j6  eW<  >(nr.m  JMo 

>d  ot  '!(■'  yiTnt  cj/.-  j.I  fLuidt  M»  ’  J.m.iC  ,  Ili.v  kj/^jJ  145*1)  yiii  H  DioigtadJ 

»ir.-JY  n»Wi  >*'  !)  5';  )ri’  iliifll^  y«  OJ  >.  Ji  .'i  r>l|i  In  J  ijIU-j  nr  cbnwoq  xivA  (6*?  I  byoq 

ym  <iHl  lo  <V4twr»yo  >.ij  '  i  vlietiv;  h  n.-\  v'l  cb:i( "  sia-*'/  hj  T  n  '/T  ya  ol  ti  JorfJ 

-t:!  a«»iJ  fii  A  <*'iy/'>J  Hriri'i';  i ;  J  ;-j.  ■■  Lni.’.r*  (rn  In  VU  'Mi)  lo*  nr  ■  i  in  '>lbifn  yfll  10  Ifi  lliw 

u)  Ti/roq  ovnif  flii'i<  n''j*vyvu  vi^  jn'J  ii  litv-  .  t  .»  >10111011  t/dH  Hud  -  .I  <*  lirM  (m  tfivnywf  V>  blycl 
ym  j»dJ  Jim  >dJ  lo  Jfi'-ft!  rr'}  to  'r.n.-i.'  n  .)i/i>  arfj  Ui  ■  j<tJ  wtf  ii  yfn  bftn  ;mr1  moH  Ji  sjUj 

rjvii  >'4  .roff'-  f  c  •'yavl  olmjJdc  bfifC^  bflfilO 
nd'-I  i<;  Jrij<uivl  I  ri^triw  r-j!{y,j  f'.rlur-  iJ  rji^*rjd3  byd')  >  ni.;,y  vm  ■  1  rIliiMtfjfi  A  ivJ'i  I  nrul" 

vfn  ^J^l  *joU  Drill  (1)1*  j'J.  n'irl  ,  'r,,I-y'  /;  lll-l•.•l^.'../l  ^  Jn f.  'Ii/IHmuI  .'d  '  rl  ■?»irl3  fti\r»dloH 

RavDc  lo  bo>  t>/h  t ;  nil,!  '■  1  vt,..,.;  I  .V  .  '..i  uj  v/rH  Hbf(»  Mi  ■.•  j(\k  ^nlr  lo  ym  JHriJ  cl  Illw 

gniovo  I  ynj  >-!•  .  .  ''>.1  nn  !'■  /•'  t...:;  .-rr*  rrtr'jb  'lob  1  ••' -.j.  /rn  r:iiJ  ’•'*  l  wIT  jOiori( 

(Sirlj  !o  -.’lOn-’iDvn  V'lj  ir.  ''>*-[  1  1  >  ..  w.  .  >  i  .‘i'irti.<  A  Uof.  -1 .  ’’  .>V/  j..  j.-y::-.  ‘  inuoJuiLj  Amti\ 

41iw  ym 

"eiv/;j.J  VAtJ.ilW  <»-n.«Mri  r*.  njo^  tmrrtiW  . 

V  i'?.  .I9vni/i  X  2AMOI<r 

(o  B  nhlJi'A  r  1:  ;ri(.ilii'//  ‘  >1  ^ri /nioi  f.ii  b  ui-Jiii  hwv/J'jH  f  r3oQ  Ot  .guA  ,CBdt 

bi  oji  In  Jen  •  t  it!.!)  f  .Lih  /i  ji  <{iI  in  nvj  f  .n;  noJi0frtni.'3  ir.  r4b  tt\K  yi03«  nidi 

Jr,  -1  ’^1  1"  9dj'lc  vjnr.T^/ftl  nA“  0  t?(  I|  .VI  4o7  t  J,<1  ,C0dI 

1  Hi  t  ta  y^lTn.l  I  rii  lyii-wi.i  noTj^niiniBH 

,  .-IT  IH1-..I  r;.:n'ei  >11  »>t»'  <>’ yi  o«:  I*.  ■  l<n»J  Ai^otwun*!  q  It  mnqml 

■>  mii;  jm.i  j...  sicriy  fr*  f  '  •'**  irf^tsnaS  94) 

•  o  .  ‘  'Vr^i  .  <*i«  I  >  J  >0  Hthqqt  kvVAal)  |nr>H 

■n’>  irnn»/1  ,iivl  U‘<k^  .n  -iiSdt  iad»m/9b1«  K  •Vi  «j  <*l  l**rhq 

.Ju'yjqn  jcwi  c»L  Ia  f.  ;  !.  i  'imH  fr.  •.'^vijnaviii  oitt  iiiil)  »joM 

ijrl/i.l  •'ir!  Kk.  )o  uninn/xil  jirit  r.  ji..-!!  (lji’,o  vLmn  iHi.ill-'//  oT  til  h  .TVQ  ,fddl 

itmmq  Hi/*  nil  )ioiqq/5  ;/i!n>d  it  y  .  H  bnli  .'  )  <-.5  lo  »#>'i  iril  ol  ydtAl  I  in  'jlniio  nttyA  -W 

‘  » •;??A  .iiujIiT  inTj'l  ji’Min  9ii  Jiooli  ylnuo'J  /d!  ol  amo*  arfi 

’.7  ilA  h»  jrioin*i*=)T  id  H. //  I  .•)T  LWlJnd  I  *  bl-jd  unn.  J  HiUyjqS  A"  ;o0  “T  M  yt  ,£801 
mnoT  JiyJo.^  '/i «'  .( ■*  •.1  'nV/  ,no<.  *  d  obun  fljuo  »  !  'ii»li#t>»  «jw  nekigfiiiintl  lo  ’na2  er/raJ 

nlio^  iiadofi  l  A  lli  v  J  ‘  J •  vb  byiPb  ;  .  J  itudlbW  bx«  art^ 

2'»l  )<j  aoKiaab  .d  /.^ir' ^rl  nm:*  i  d/  .  •  •  •  ,'*  ■  <  i  rii,j.  ly  *iy  ad  jr.dj  briBliiab 

5b  :5gC  I'll  ■'i*.  (/  >n  <JtI^  •  f  -jfl  ;:  ‘  n.i'y  idil  OJ  yd  Liuod*  i)b>l#rH  A  viLuH  J«  (brifiJ 

frdJ  'JO  *iyBiJ«  I'Jf)  .  I  T.'/jOvVl  -iti  y.  r  !  oH  ii  Ininrift./''  .n  .noy*  )cm  Ijnhfac] 

fit  1*4.1  nj  a-siti  jr,rij  iiyKJjH  Joci  bluod^  I.  {w  onJ  •>«.:>  nt  />  !aj|'*id»i»id  oJ  HaI  UlkjxU  Ji  >TKfJ  Ja/iJ 

.1'.  -rA  .li1[A;)|ti^'jJir/.  n  U*  .frl  yj  frl;gii;i  Ji  .'5  buylfu  fli  •'  yrl:  11  .-i  ^  v...Ljo  Oil  A  UB||id* 

oJt^es.  il  l  *  Mvr"i''  (#91  :  ii.  '1'  4.  Pi,//  vi.i*lj  J*  il J  obfirii  rilno  Vj  '  in*'  *  i.:  l./JidHicsi <BW  afi  *  •)  <idlo yiOJnwtl 
jrtioo -ji'.-ii.  ;i /j  b  ■;  j  .■  'Inni)  liiiiir.v  n  ,.;)|  (I'/nKii /i  lirpPfti-|  ii.  i;  it*>  ot  ctajhq>iu  ol  biBiOJwA  •>*11  lo 

'.yioin:  I  aii  r4  (>  .ho  .-H  ll’ult  j|  i^btiwciut  ol 

'Hod  eidJ  iWtu-i  yam  I'naJi  .  mr.l  lo  Jmmajfci^  f-kl  .VI  ,loV  .T  .4.1*^  .1  .,0(Vd( 

vj  •mrI;  n  Mi  v<u\  ^M>v*bJ  Jqi  ”1  id  YllAnr  iv.n'O  j^ul/d  1  JerfJ  .mc-ooj  yDm  li  ’!•>  inoriw  io  .rwiiO  baio 
nnlT  •>  n.;y  >iH  JiJk.’'i‘'  ''fn  liJi/-  pi'JviL  rjiii/  oj  r.i  v^inli*  i  .ifA  .trubriw.  J  iM  bio  ami 

j'  I  ob  I  n-^i  •Tt»|  nil'?  ,tdi  Tsbi/n'^ )  I!  m/fl  bjv.o  q.-Iirl'i  fc>p  joHj  bir«  vd  fioootlb  ia»iin  ’-MMnmt.  ,biolJioH  )■ 

l[‘)i  o»  D«i  bnr^ob  !riri  bfTfl  .■ji'vjb  Je  mg'U  .n.  **  i|  /.’nn*  |  jtid  w-kI  yjyioui*  udjuaiJiiic]  nil  iwlioamai 

f  /'«  t»b  ■  'V  kiiD  .rnifl  ol  .*1  •  ;d  Lnwl  ‘jrt  nurl  '  jot  |  jm/i  vrn  ot  bi'/oiq  fcom  *>rl  ijytl  qlfldq  !># 

•>rlj  b'.'  I  i.-i  .KjiO  .bib  1  OJ  bnr.  n''*  nuiv  «*d  ol  li  -n  n«?  I*y«rnt  bnr  Kj^yiri  yd  iilial  Jt!*  »n  >-' 


THE  LEWIS  FAMILY 


477 


letcr  to  his  father  in  my  hering.  1  do  not  remember  the  particklers  of  the  sd  leter,  but  the  substance  of  it 
was  respecting  what  we  had  bin  speking  of  respecting  philip  Lawes  above  sd.” 

1691,  May  25.  No.  146  Do:  “These  may  certifye  all  concerned,  that  I  having  occasion  to  visit  .Mr. 
Will  Lewis  ffather  to  Capt.  Lewis,  a  little  before  his  death.  That  according  to  the  best  I  know  or  remember, 
I  found  and  left  him  compos  mentis  as  composed  and  serene,  in  minde  and  spirit,  as  can  well  be  c.vpected 
of  a  sick  man  so  neare  his  change.  This  was  1  suppose  ye  last  time  I  saw  him  and  take  yt  for  granted  he 
had  made  his  will  some  time  before.  When  1  toke  leave  of  him  (having  prayed  with  him)  he  gave  mee 
such  a  word  as  this:  you  have  sene  kindly  to  come.  Help  put  mee  to  bed. 

(RiiV.)  S.A.ML’EL  Hooker  Sen.” 

1691/92,  Fcb’y  16.  No.  163a  Do:  John  Pynchonof  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  testifies  that  W"'  Lewis 
came  down  from  Hadley  to  Springfield  to  settle  matters  with  R.obert  Ashley,  whose  daughter  Philip 
Lewis  married,  settled  on  his  said  grandson  Philip  his  estate  in  Hartford.  ” 

CHILDREN 

(only  one  known) 

1.  CAPT.  WILLIAM  b.  Aug.  19,  1620;  ni.  1644,  Mary  Hopkins  (see  below) 


CAPT.  WILLIAM  LEWIS  b.  Aug.  19,  1620 
MARY  HOPKINS  m  (1)  1644 

b.  -  Mary  Hopkins 

d.  a  1669  m  (2)  Nov.  22,  1671 

Mary  Cheever 
he  d.  Aug.  IS,  1690,  a;  70 

1645,  Apl.  26.  Vol.  44,  p  386  N  E  H  &  G:  From 
the  will  of  Richard  Whitehead  of  Windsor,  Conn., 
proved  June  26,  1645:  “Whereas  there  is  or  was 
lately  due  and  owing  unto  my  daughter  in  law 
Mary  Lewes  the  sum  of  £100  being  a  portion 
given  unto  her  by  my  wife,  hereafter  named  whilst 
she  was  sole  &  unmarried,  which  money  was  en¬ 
trusted  with  my  brother  in  law  Hugh  Hopkins 
and  by  him  delivered  unto  me  for  the  use  of  my 
said  daughter  ....  1  do  therefore  bequeath 
unto  the  said  Mary  Lewes  the  sum  of  £30.”  He 
gives  her  also  £30  worth  of  goods  already  given 
her  by  his  wife  and  also  “my  messuage  lying  in 

Knoll  in  Warwick,  England . which  is 

known  by  the  sign  of  the  Crown  which  I  conceive 
are  of  the  value  of  £40  more  which  I  give  towards 
further  satisfaction  of  her  said  portion.” 

Mary  Hopkins  was  a  young  lady,  of  eighteen 
perhaps,  living  in  Stratford,  Ct.,  at  the  time  her 
father,  who  was  the  first  Commissioner  there, 
died  in  1643.  In  1644,  when  she  married,  she  was 
probably  living  in  Windsor  with  her  mother  and 
new  father  Richard  Whitehead  whom  her  mother 


1620,  Aug.  19.  P  10  Lewis  Fam  (1910):  William 
Lewis  was  born  in  Wales,  but  whether  at  Llan- 
dough  where  his  father  was  born,  or  at  Cardiff 
where  his  parents  were  married,  or  at  some  other 
place,  the  writer  has  not  discovered. 

1632,  June  22.  P  150  Hotton:  William  was 
twelve  years  old  when  the  Lion  made  its  nota¬ 
ble  start  for  the  New  World.  He  was  a  passenger 
thereon  with  his  father  and  mother  -  one  of  the 
50  children  who  are  credited  with  having  been 
aboard  on  that  trip.  The  ne.xt  four  years  were 
spent  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  so  that  he  was  sixteen 
when  the  memorable  overland  trip  to  Hartford 
was  made  in  the  summer  of  1636.  During  the 
next  eight  years,  being  the  only  child,  he  was  prob¬ 
ably  living  at  home,  and  was  we  believe  an  addi¬ 
tional  right  arm  for  both  mother  and  father. 

1640,  June  15.  Vol.  I,  p45GC:  “The  prticuler 
Courte”  is  here  ordered  by  the  General  Court  “to 
conclude  the  conditions  for  the  planting  of 
Tunxis.”  Rev.  W.  S.  Porter  rates  William  Lewis 
Jun’r  as  one  of  the  twenty  original  proprietors  and 
settlers  thereof  and  no  doubt  he  is  right.  Whether 
he  moved  there  before  his  marriage  is  not  known, 
but  probably  he  had  everything  ready  there  in 
time  for  the  wedding. 

1644.  The  marriage  of  William  Lewds  and  Mary 
Hopkins  is  not  recorded,  but  circumstances  indi¬ 
cate  that  it  w'as  in  this  year,  following  her  father’s 
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death.  William  has  reached  the  age  of  24  and  we 
figure  that  Mary  is  about  19.  The  first  three  chil¬ 
dren  are  recorded  at  1  lartford,  but  that  does  not 
mean  necessarily  that  they  were  living  there  up  to 
1648.  Captain  Lewis  became  a  very  prominent 
citizen  of  the  town  and  Colony.  As  longtime  chief 
military  ofheer  of  Farmington,  as  first  elected  and 
longtime  town  clerk,  and  as  one  of  Farmington’s 
deputies  to  the  General  Court  for  some  ten  years, 
he  had  every  opportunity  to  serve  his  constituents, 
and  the  record  shows  that  he  did  so  with  stead¬ 
fastness  and  wisdom. 

1645,  Dec.  1.  Vol.  I,  p  147  G  C:  It  has  been 
shown  through  the  papers  he  signed,  that  William 
Lewis  Junior  was  the  first  recorder  of  Farmington 
after  it  was  so  named  in  1645,  and  he  held  the 
office  for  many  years.  No  town  meeting  records 
of  elections,  6ic.,  are  extant  up  to  about  1690.  On 
Dec.  1,  1645  the  General  Court  passed  the  follow¬ 
ing  vote,  so  that  it  was  in  1646  or  later  when  he 
held  office:  “Its  Ordered,  that  the  plantation  cauled  Tunxis,  shalbe  cauled  Farmington  And  Mr.  Steele 
is  intreated  for  the  prsent  to  be  recorder  there,  untill  the  Towne  have  one  fitt  among  themselves.’’ 

1649,  May  17.  P  194  Do:  “At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Jurissdiction  of  Connecticutt,  for  the 
choyce  of^Bgistrates,  William  Leawis  and  Isaack  More  are  presented  for  Sergeants,  by  the  Deputyes 
of  Farmington,  as  chosen  by  the  souldgers;  and  are  approved  by  the  Courte:  and  are  to  call  forth  and 
traine  the  souldgers  at  the  dayes  appoynted.” 

1650/1,  Feb’y.  Vol.  11,  p  68  L  R:  “Land  in  farmington  Belonging  to  Mr.  Lewis,  Viz.,  one  p’sell  on  which 
his  dwelling  house  now  standeth  with  other  outhouses  ....  containing  eleven  acers;  one  p’sell  Lying 
in  the  great  meadow  of  100  acres;  one  p’sell  of  medow  in  the  great  medow  of  20  acres;  one  p’sell  bought 
of  Isack  More  of  20  acres;  one  p’sell  in  little  meadow  of  nyne  acres;  one  p’sell  of  woodland  of  ten  acres.’’ 

1651 ,  Oct.  6.  Vol.  1 1,  p  21  G  C:  “  William  Leawis  Junior  is  confirmed  Leiftennant  to  order  the  souldgers 
at  Farmington:  John  Steele  Junior,  Ensigne,  and  Thomas  Barnes,  Serieunt.’’ 

1656,  June  6.  Vol.'ll,  p  104  C  C:  The  Court  makes  Lt.  W’m  Lewis  and  Gregory  Wolterton  executors 
of  the  estate  of  Ezekiel  Banckes  of  Hartford,  “they  to  give  an  account  to  the  Court  when  called  for.’’ 
Inventory  was  £29-18-00. 

1657,  Aug.  12.  Vol.  II,  p  84  G  C:  The  Gen’l  Court  orders  “Leiftent  Wm  Lewis  to  go  to  Guilford  to¬ 
morrow’’  and  bring  Thomas  Staunton  to  Court  at  Hartford  on  Tuesday  next  to  answer  charges. 

1657,  Aug.  18.  P  86  Do:  During  the  year  the  Indians  of  Tunksis  Sepus  were  very  troublesome  and 
among  other  depredations,  the  houses  of  William  Lewis  and  Francis  Browne  were  burned  by  them.  For 
this  the  General  Court  fined  the  Indians  and  they  agreed  to  pay  the  Court  “for  the  terme  of  seaven  years 
80  faddome  of  wampum’’  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  distribute  payments  to  these  men  to  make 
up  their  loss. 

1657/8,  Feb’y  8.  Vol.  I,  p  17  L  R,  Farmington:  Here  is  a  deed  made  by  three  Indians,  Kepaquamp, 
Querrimus  &  Mantaneage,  conveying  to  William  Lewis  and  Samuel  Steele  a  “trackt  called  Matetacoke, 
that  is  to  say  the  hill  from  whence  John  Standley  and  John  Andrews  brought  the  black  lead  and  all  the 
land  within  eight  mylle  of  that  hill  on  every  side  to  dig  and  carry  away  what  they  will,  and  to  build  on 


had  lately  married.  Before  the  wedding  and  before 
the  daughter  Mary  was  married  the  mother  had 
settled  on  Mary  £100  as  shown  in  above  will. 
From  marriage  until  death  all  of  her  busy  days, 
with  ten  children,  were  spent  in  Farmington. 

1669.  We  take  the  mean  between  the  birth  of 
her  tenth  child  (July,  1667)  and  her  husband’s 
2d  marriage  (Nov.,  1671)  as  the  approximate 
date  of  Mary  Lewis’  death.  She  was  probably 
close  to  45  at  the  time. 

1670,  Sept.  2.  Vol.  HI,  p  101  C  C:  “Thomas 
Hancock  of  Farmington,  aged  25  years,  &  James 
Bement  of  sd  Farmington,  age  18  years  appeared 
in  Court  &  upon  their  oath  testified  that  Mary 
Whitehead,  the  known  Mother  of  Mary  the  wife 
of  Lt.  William  Lewis  of  Faimingtori,  in  Connecti¬ 
cut,  in  New  England,  was  the  2d  of  September, 
1670,  alive,  and  they  had  discourse  with  her  in  her 
son  William  Lewis  House.’’ 
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yt  for  ye  use  of  tliem  that  labor  there,  and  not  otherwise  to  improve  the  land.”  This  land  is  nowin 
Harwinton,  Plymouth  and  Litchfield. 

1659,  Apl.  IS.  P  19  Hadley  Hist:  William  Lewis  junior  is  one  of  the  sixty  one  signers,  his  father  also 
being  one,  of  an  agreement  to  go  to  Hadley,  Massachusetts,  to  settle;  but  William  2^  must  have  changed 
his  mind  for  in  fact  he  did  not  leave  Farmington.  He  must  have  put  money  into  the  venture,  however, 
lor  he  shared  in  the  division  of  land  in  Hadley.  One  historian  says  that  Captain  William  built  about  this 
year  or  next  a  house  in  Farmington  at  the  head  of  Main  street  facing  south,  which  is  where  the  Elm  Tree 
Inn  is  located.  A  pait  of  the  Inn  today  has  in  its  central  part  some  of  this  old  original  house.  See  descrip' 
tion  under  year  1704  under  son  William  below. 

1663,  Oct.  8.  Vol.  II,  p  190  C  C:  “L“‘  Lewis  doth  request  this  Court  for  a  Famie.”  This  terse  request 
savors  of  the  good  American  diplomatic  practice  of  being  brief  and  to  the  point.  We  wonder,  however,  if 
it  really  did  take  the  Court  five  years  to  a  day  to  think  it  over.  It  would  seem  so  from  the  1663  item  below; 
and  they  were  then  just  as  brief  and  to  the  ix)int. 

1665,  Feb’y.  Vol.  I,  p  8  L  R:  “Land  in  farmington  bellonging  to  William  Lewis,  viz:  One  p’sell  on 
which  his  dwelling  hows  now  standeth  with  other  outhouses  yardes  &  gardens  therin  being  given  him  by 
his  father  William  Lewis  containing  eleven  acres.”  Fifteen  parcels  follow  in  detail  aggregating  over  270 
acres. 

1668,  May  5.  Vol.  1,  p  14  T  V:  William  Lewis  heads  committee  of  four  for  Farmington  to  sign  agree- 
ment  "betwixt  Hartford  and  Farmington  respecting  ye  bound  line  betwixt  the  two  towns.” 

1668,  Oct.  8.  Vol.  1 1,  p  268  G  C:  “This  Court  grants  Lnt  Wm  Leawes  a  farmeof  200  Acres  of  Land.” 

1669,  Oct.  12.  Vol.  II,  p  521  G  C,  Ptd:  Lieftenant  W"‘  Lewes  is  fifth  on  the  freeman’s  census  list  of 
Farmington  as  ordered  taken  at  this  time  by  the  General  Court  of  all  the  Connecticut  Colony.  Only  42 
men  are  on  the  list  and  there  were  only  /87  reported  for  the  whole  of  Connecticut. 

1670,  Sept.  2.  Vol.  Ill,  p  101  C  C:  Thomas  Hancock  testifies,  as  under  wife  Mary,  that  "Mary  White¬ 
head  the  known  Mother  of  Mary  the  wife  of  Lt.  William  Lewis  was  alive  on  2d  of  Sept.,  1670.”  This 
testimony  was  given  after  the  daughter  Mary’s  death.  This  sad  event  is  not  recorded,  but  is  supposed  to 
have  been  in  the  year  1669  sometime. 

1670,  Dec.  24^  P  147  Do:  Excerpt  from  will  of  his  aunt  Ann  Stains  of  Farmington:  “This  prasant 
desamber  24,  1670,  I  an  stansof  farmingtowne  being  stricken  in  yers  ....  the  rest  of  my  istate  I  be¬ 
queath  Too  Lt.  William  Lawis,  and  doo  mack  him  my  holl  and  soule  axsackitary.”  At  the  probate  in 
Jan’y,  1675/6  he  declines  to  serve,  probably  because  his  father’s  claim  to  the  whole  estate  was  allowed. 

1670,  71,  Jan’y  18.  Vol.  I,  p  15  T  V:  The  "pertikaler  persons”  who  were  to  receive  land  “in  the  swamp 
lyinge  one  the  branches  of  Mattebesit  River”  are  here  listed.  Among  them  is:  “Leut.  Lewis  20  acres.” 

1671,  Nov.  20.  Vol.  1,  p  5  rear  LR,  Farmington:  “  William  Lewis  was  maryed  to  Mary  Chever  in  boston 

the  two  and  twentieth  of  November  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy  and  one.”  Boston  society 
no  doubt  was  astir  over  the  wedding  of  the  doughty  Lieutenant  now  51  years  of  age,  and  Mary  Cheever 
twenty  years  his  junior,  daughter  of  the  famous  Master  of  the  Boston  Latin  School,  Ezekiel  Cheever, 
who  was  born  in  London  Jan’y  25,  1614.  She  had  lived  ten  years  in  New  Haven,  then  eleven  years  in 
Ipswich  and  Charlestown,  Mass.,  then  ten  years  in  Boston  and  now  she  goes  to  Farmington  for  some  57 
years  more.  Before  the  wedding  she  required  a  special  contract  by  which  £100  was  to  be  paid  and  was 
paid  to  her  at  his  death.  They  lived  for  nineteen  years  together  when  he  died  and  she  became  the  wife  of 
Deacon  Thomas  Bull  (Jan’y  3,  1692)  of  Farmington.  He  died  May  13,  1708,  age  62,  while  she  died  fan’y 
10,  1728,  age  87.  &  J  > 

1673,  Nov.  25.  Vol.  Ill,  p  134  C  C:  Lnt.  Wm.  Lewis  sits  today  on  the  Jury  at  Hartford. 

1673/4,  Jan’y  8.  Vol.  Ill,  p  366  L  R:  Among  the  84  proprietors  of  this  year  Left.  Lewis  is  5th  in  the 
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list  and  is  rated  at  £187,  the  third  in  size  in  Farmington  “by  wliich  ye  Common  Lands  shall  be  devided 
by.”  Me  was  also  one  of  the  committee  of  five  which  fixed  these  values. 

1674,  Oct.  8.  Vol.  Ill,  p  52  G  C:  “Wm  Lewes  is  by  this  Court  approved  Captn  of  Farmington  Traine 
Band  and  Samuel  Steele,  Lieut,  and  John  Standly  Ensigne.” 

1675.  P  468  Badge’s  Soldiers  of  King  Philip’s  War:  Here  we  find  Captn  William  Lewis  listed  as  a  prob' 
able  soldier  of  said  war.  We  have  not  seen  this  referred  to  elsewhere,  but  being  the  head  military  man  in 
Farmington  it  would  be  quite  natural  for  him  to  go  on  some  service  connected  with  it. 

1675,  Oct.  3.  Vol.  I,  P  38  C  R:  “Capt.  Lewis  and  Left  Steele  haveing  twice  forsaken  the  Assembly, 
and  turned  away  from  the  Church,  when  celebrating  the  Lord’s  Supper,  and  Mr.  Wrotham  once,  -  the 
Pastor  commended  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  Church,  what  was  duty  in  the  case.  The  same  day  it 
w'as  voted,  that  in  case  a  member  in  full  communion  shall  turn  away  from  the  Supper,  and  the  Church 
in  the  celebration  of  ft,  that  such  a  member  be  accountable,  or  shall  be  held  bound,  when  called  on,  to 
give  the  reason  of  his  so  doing.  From  this  vote  none  dissented  by  voting  the  negative,  (to  my  observa¬ 
tion)  except  Capt.  Lewis.  At  the  same  meeting  the  Pastor  declared  his  judgment  concerning  such  as  turn 
away  unnecessarily  from  the  Lord’s  Supper,  namely,  that  he  judged  them  to  sin  dangerously.”  (Here 
follow  four  reasons  why;  all  based  on  Scripture.) 

1676/7,  Jan’y  29.  Vol.  I,  p  50  T  V:  “The  same  meting,  theire  was  chosen  a  Comitty  viz  Mr.  Wads¬ 
worth,  Captaiae  Lewis,  Lciut  Steele,  Thomas  Hart,”  and  three  others,  “to  determine  the  longitude  of 
the  Fences  for  the  security  of  Ffarmingtown  meadowes.” 

1676/77,  Mch.  10.  P  51  Do:  “  For  the  proportioning  of  the  Fence  on  the  West  side  of  the  Great  Meadow 
as  followeth:  begining  by  the  River  at  John  Warners  farme.”  In  this  fencing  apportionment  we  find: 
‘31y  William  Lewis  for  Crane  Hall  farme  Sixty  Rod;  4ly  For  Mr.  Goodsvin  farme  William  Lewis  Fifteen 
Rod.” 

1677,  Nov.  12.  Vol.  I,  p  47  C  R,  Farmington:  “At  the  same  meeting.  Captain  Lewis  acknowledged 
himself,  in  the  matter  which  happened  between  John  Judd  and  him,  to  have  spoken  to  the  dishonor  of 
God,  and  of  his  profession;  and  that  his  language  was  of  an  evil  tendency,  -  and  consented,  that  his  so 
doing,  should  be  published  to  the  Congregation.” 

1679,  Dec.  4.  Vol.  IV,  p  18  C  C:  “Captn  Lewes  being  presented  for  not  Building  upon  a  Home  lott 
at  farmington  the  Court  Grants  him  Two  years  time  to  Build  upon  it,  &  If  he  doe  fayle  therein  he  is  to 
pay  forty  shillings.” 

1679/80,  March  1.  Vol.  I,  p  16  C  R:  “William  Lewis  jun  and  his  wife”  (second  wife)  stand  eleventh 
on  the  list  of  forty  two  heads  of  families  who  were  members  of  the  Farmington  Church  in  full  communion. 

1680,  May  13.  Vol.  Ill,  p  111  G  C:  “Capt"  William  Lewes  and  Capt"  John  Standly”  appear  among 
the  deputies  to  the  General  Court  for  Farmington,  our  John  Loomis  for  Windsor  and  Edward  Grisvvold 
for  Kenilworth,  being  in  the  same  Court.  From  this  date  Capt.  William  attends  twenty  one  sessions  of 
the  Court,  nearly  every  one  of  them  in  fact,  up  to  May  8, 1690,  within  less  than  four  months  of  his  death 

1680,  May  13.  P  1 13  Do:  “This  Court  appoynts  Capt"®  Lewes  and  Capt"  Standly  to  lay  out  to  Daniel 
Porter  his  former  grant  of  land  according  to  his  grant.” 

1680,  Oct.  14.  P  120  Do:  “This  Court  appoynts  Capt"  W"‘  Lewes  to  lay  out  to  Deacon  Jud  his  grant 
of  land  according  to  his  grant,  in  roome  of  L"‘  Steele.” 

1681,  May  18.  P  126  Do:  “Mr.  John  Brockett  and  Mr.  John  Moss  are  appoynted  to  lay  out  to  Capt" 
W*"  Lewes  his  grants  of  land,  according  to  his  grants.” 

1682,  Sept.  7.  Vol.  IV,  p  57  C  C:  “Capt  W*"  Lewis  being  returned  upon  the  Jury  &  not  appearing  is 
fined  five  shillings.” 

1682,  Dec.  27.  Vol.  I,  p  17  T  V:  “Att  the  same  meeting  their  was  chosen  Raettmakers  for  ye  year 
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insiiing,  Mr.  John  Wadsworth  and  Capt  William  Lewis,  Capt  John  Standly  and  Ensign  Thomas  Hart.” 
Also,  “it  was  voted  to  pay  teit  pownds  for  a  Skooll  for  ye  year  ensuing”  and  Capt  Lewis  was  one  of  a 
committee  of  five  to  hire  a  scliool  teacher. 


1683,  Aug.  30.  William  Lewis  Sen’r  makes  will  today,  saying:  “The  Executor  of  this  my  estate  I  doe 
desire  my  son  William  Lewis.”  All  the  property  was  left  to  the  grand  children,  William  Jr.  having  received 
generous  gifts  during  his  lifetime. 

1683,  Dec.  26.  Vol.  I,  p  21  T  V:  “Att  a  Town  Meeting  held  att  ffarmington  there  was  chosen  for 
Ratemakers  Capt.  John  Standly,  Capt.  Lewis,  Thomas  Hart,  John  Thompson,”  and  two  others.  Also 
a  committee  of  three,  Capt.  Lewis  chairman,  were  with  the  townesmen’s  help,  to  “choose  a  School  Master/’ 

1683/4,  Fcb’y  19.  F  24  Do:  “At  a  town  meeting  there  was  chosen  for  listers  Capt.  William  Lewis, 
Ensi  Thomas  Hart,”  and  two  others.  In  December  following  Capt.  Lewis  “was  chosen  to  make  the  rates” 
again. 


1684/5,  Jan’y  1.  Vol.  JV,  p  97  C  C:  “At  a  speciall  courte  Capt.  Wm  Lewes  is  plaintf, 
defendant  for  unjustly  detaining  of  a  mare  of  his  to  such  damage  as  he  shall  make  appeare. 
I  find  for  the  plaintife  a  surrender  of  the  mare  in  controversie.” 


Jared  Spencer 
In  the  action 


1684/5,  Mch.  5.  P  102  Do:  At  A  County  Court  held  at  Hartford,  Cornet  John  Bissell  and  Samuel 
Bissell  being  on  the  jury,  many  cases  of  debt  and  broken  contracts  are  considered.  A»mong  these  cases 
is  one  just  the  reverse  of  the  above:  “Jared  Spencer  complaines  of  Capt"  William  Lewes  for  unjust  de^ 
taining  of  a  mare  to  a  surrender  of  the  sayd  mare.  In  this  action  the  Court  finds  for  the  sayd  Jared 
Spencer  the  Mare  in  controversy  &  cost  of  Court  for  Two  witnesses  3  day.  Twelve  shillings.  The  defend¬ 
ant  reveiwes  to  the  Court  September  next.” 

1685,  Aug.  24.  Vol.  I,  p  29  T  V:  “At  a  meting  of  the  inhabitants  there  was  voted  and  chosen  for  to 
make  the  Grand  Levy  for  the  year  insuing  Mr.  Wadsworth,  Capt.  Lewis,  Capt.  Standly,  Ensigne  Thomas 
Hart.” 


1686,  April  26.  P  31  Do:  “At  a  towne  meeting  there  was  chosen  Capt  William  Lewis  and  John  Norten 
Senr  and  Thomas  Newell  Senr,  and  two  others,  “to  laye  out  the  highways  formerly  graunted  bv  the 
towne.” 


1686,  Aug.  23.  P  32  Do:  “Att  a  town  meeting,”  John  Thomson  and  Capt  William  Lewis  were  two  of 
five  men  chosen  “to  make  the  Grand  levey  for  the  year  insuing.” 

1686,  Dec.  27.  P  34  Do:  Capt  Lewis,  Ensign  Hart,  and  four  others,  were  chosen  a  committee  “to  lay 
out  the  uplands  ajoning  to  the  Great  Swamp.”  The  town  voted  this  year  also  “that  highways  should  be 
layd  to  and  through  the  Great  Swamp.”  Thus  the  first  roads  through  New  Britain  came  into  being. 
The  Indian  name  for  the  Great  Swamp  section  was  “Pagonchamischaug”  and  the  first  white  settler 
known  there  was  Jonathan  Gilbert  who  had  a  farm  at  Pagonchamischaug  with  buildings  thereon,  in  1682 
when  he  died. 

1687,  Dec.  27.  P  36  Do:  “Att  a  town  meeting  their  was  chosen  for  Townsman  Captn  William  Lewis.” 

1688,  May  21.  P  41  Do:  “At  a  meting  of  the  inhabitans  thear  was  chosen  for  the  school  Committy 
Capt  William  Lewis,  Insign  Thomas  Hart,”  and  four  others. 

1688,  Oct.  15.  Vol.  Ill,  p  451  G  C,  Ptd:  In  a  letter  of  John  Allyn,  Sec’y  of  the  General  Court,  to 
Andros,  the  Royal  Governor,  he  makes  recommendations  respecting  the  organization  of  the  militia. 
“Allso,’’  he  says,  “or  companies  are  not  yet  stated  as  to  their  places,  &  I  humbly  propownd  that  Col. 
Tallcot’s  company  be  the  first,  &.  Capt  Newbery’s  the  2d,  Capt.  Caleb  Stanly’s  the  3d,  Capt.  Chester’s 
the  4th,  Capt.  Fitch’s  of  Windsor  the  5th,  Capt.  Lewes  of  Farmington  the  6th,  Capt.  Harris  of  Midleton 
the  7th,  L"‘  Terry  of  Simsbury  the  8th,  Ensign  Georg  Gates  of  Hadum  the  9th,  and  Watterbury  the 
Tenth  Company.  If  your  Excelency  approve  of  this,  I  will  order  them  to  put  balls  in  their  colours  accord- 
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ingly,  that  so  they  may  be  distinguished  each  from  otlier,  or  otherwise  as  your  excelency  shall  direct. 
Your  humble  servant  John  Allyn.” 

16S9,  May  23.  Vol.  I,  p  41  T  V:  “Att  a  towne  meting  thare  was  chosen  Tounsmen  Captn  William 
Lewis,”  and  two  others.  At  the  same  meeting  Capt  Lewis  was  chosen  a  ratemaker  and  also  a  lister.  This 
is  an  unusual  combination  of  honors  to  be  granted  in  one  meeting. 

16S9,  Dec.  5.  P  42  Do:  “Att  the  same  meetting  their  was  aded  to  the  Committy  yt  do  yet  remain  who 
were  chosen  May  22,  1684  to  seatt  the  people  in  the  meeting  House,  Capt  Lewis,  Ensi  Hart,  Isaac  More,” 
and  three  others. 

1689/90,  Mch.  24.  P  43  Do:  “Att  the  saem  meeting  the  toun  votted  yt  they  would  have  a  Comittye 
to  determine  how  many  houses  shall  be  fortified  and  which  they  shall  be  and  ye  committy  chosen  for  the 
work  are  Capt.  Lewis,  Capt  Standly,  Ens.  Heart,”  and  four  others. 

1689,  July  16.  Vol.  I\',  No.  146  P  C:  “The  Laste  Wh’ll  of  W'illiam  Lewis  seinior  of  farmingtowne  as 
followeth:  Imprimis  I  constitute  &  apoynt  my  deare  &  Loving  wife  whole  and  soale  executrix  To  all  my 
p’sonall  &  reall  estate  whatsoever  and  doe  herby  give  unto  her  my  Loving  wife  the  thirds  of  my  Land 
during  her  naturall  Life  and  then  to  be  devided  amongst  ye  surviveing  sons.  I  allso  give  her  the  negar 
man  and  woman  as  allso  the  still  &  all  the  ap’turances  belonging  therto  equally,  that  Is  to  say,  Sam, 
John,  Willifim  &  James  Lewis,  Ezekiell  &  Nathaniel!  Lewis  sons,  that  Is  to  say  the  third  Left  to  my  Loving 
wife  to  be  devided  as  above. 

“It.  I  doe  give  unto  my  sonn  phillip  a  full  confirmation  of  the  Living  he  Liveth  upon  at  hartford  acord- 
ing  to  ye  tennor  of  my  honored  fathers  will.  I  allso  give  him  40  shillings  of  eurrant  country  paye  to  be 
paid  within  twelfe  months  after  my  decease. 

It.  I  give  unto  Samuell  Lewis:  the  full  consomating  of  his  deed  drawne  Respecting  his  howse  Loot 
with  that  addition  at  pond  thereof  as  1  shewed  as  allso  halfe  Crane  Hall  Loot  equally  devided  for  Quantity 
and  Quallity  as  allso  a  third  yt  of  that  cald  of  Meadow  Lot  as  John,  James  and  himselfe  may  agre  to 
devide  yt. 

“It.  I  doe  allso  give  unto  William  Lewis  that  Land  which  I  formerly  bought  of  Issack  More  tiniest 
that  allready  sould  to  Thomas  Orten  which  Lyeth  In  three  p'sells:  that  cald  Mores  corner  southerly 
butting  on  Thomas  Orten  Land  easterly  on  the  top  of  ye  bank  betwixt  the  swamp  and  meadow  as  yt  was 
Laid  out  by  brother  More  &  my  selfe  and  the  other  2  p’sells  as  he  knoweth  how  to  find  them  In  that 
which  was  Mr  goodwins  farme. 

“  It  I  doe  give  unto  John  Lewis  the  one  halfe  of  Crane  hall  Lot  equally  devided  for  Quantity  &  Quallity 
betwixt  sonn  Lewis  &  him  as  allso  a  3d  yt  of  that  cald  ye  meadow  Loot  with  halfe  my  pt  of  ye  saw  mill 
and  half  the  Land  belonging  therto  and  allso  that  whole  devition  of  Land  belonging  to  me  against  Wethers¬ 
field  cald  58  acres  be  yt  more  or  Less: 

“  It  I  do  give  unto  James  Lewis  the  howse  and  Loot  he  liveth  upon  allso  ye  20  acers  of  Land  belonging 
to  ye  ould  saw  mill  &  allsoe  ye  eight  acers  given  me  by  the  towne  Lying  without  ye  tomson  fanne  by  ye 
uper  dam  as  allso  a  third  pt  of  that  cald  ye  meadow  Lot  and  that  devetion  of  Land  belonging  to  me  against 
hartford  and  a  third  of  my  pt  of  ye  saw  mill  &  a  3d  pt  of  ye  Land  belonging  therto  as  allso  the  remainder 
of  that  Loot  1  bought  of  david  carpenter  when  the  proportion  Is  Layd  out  that  we  Intend  to  Ly  In  p’tner- 
ship  with  ye  mill, 

“  It  I  give  unto  Ebenezer  Lewis  the  Thre  hundred  acers  of  ye  farme  Lying  som  pt  of  yt  In  Wallingford 
bownds  begining  at  ye  northwest  corner  and  from  thence  to  that  cald  Captin  Nasheses  tre  and  from  thence 
as  far  more  eastward  keping  ye  bredth  at  ye  West  end  till  his  300  acers  Is  made  up  keping  ye  breadth 
I  meane  to  take  halfe  ye  meadow  ass  may  so  be  equally  devided  as  allso  10£  of  currant  country  pay  as 
sone  as  my  exekitrix  can  acomplish  within  two  years  at  most  after  my  decease.” 

(no  signature) 

1689,  Oct.  10.  Vol.  Ill,  p  208  G  C:  “Capt.  W"*  Lewes  and  Captain  John  Stanly  are  cl  losen  commis¬ 
sioners  for  Farmington  and  Waterbury,  and  Mr.  Henry  Woolcot  for  Windsor  and  Simsbury.”  Commis- 
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sioners  represented  the  General  Court  in  the  exercise  of  Majcstcrial  powers  arising  in  their  own  towns 
between  General  Court  sessions. 

I6S9  90,  Feb’y  7.  Vol.  V,  p  54  C  C:  John  Hooker  of  Farmington  made  oath  before  William  Lewes, 
Commissioner,  in  regard  to  Thomas  Barnes’  will. 

1690,  May  8.  Vol.  Ill,  p  213  G  C:  This  is  the  captain’s  last  living  record  of  service,  being  now  elected 
both  as  deputy  and  as  Commissioner  of  the  General  Court,  only  three  months  before  death. 

1690,  Aug.  18.  Vol.  I,  p  A  rear  L  R,  Farmington:  “Captn  Willia  Lewis  Departed  his  nattrall  Life  ye 
18"’  August  1690.”  And  the  Captain’s  sword  is  sheathed  and  its  rattle  from  his  busy  life  will  be  heard  no 
more.  Kipling  reminds  us: 

“The  tumult  and  the  shouting  dies  - 
The  Captains  and  the  Kings  depart  - 
Still  stands  Thine  ancient  sacrifice. 

An  humble  and  a  contrite  heart.” 

He  was  Captain  yet  he  knew  how  to  confess  his  faults  and  be  humble.  He  died  in  the  best  way  to  die, 
as  it  were,  in  harness;  only  three  months  intervening  since  his  election  to  Colony  offices.  He  was  doubt¬ 
less  buried  in  the  old  colonial  burying  ground  in  Farmington  but  no  stone  is  erected  to  mark  the  spot. 
For  forty  one  years  at  least  his  name  lingered  upon  the  records,  as  shown  by  what  follows. 

1690,  Aug.  28.  Vol.  V,  p  65  C  C:  “In  farmington  the  Inventory  of  the  estate  of  Capt  W"’  Lewes 
Deceased : 


wollcn  Si  wearing  cloathes  16£  18j.  Hat  &  hose  I  £,  18  gloves  lOs,  lining  &  silk  sash,  Stafe  &  Tuck 

10s,  box  &  Hammer,  srcciacles,  knife  &  Tongs  toiall . £029-02-00 

House  &  Home  Lott  200£,  Twenty  acres  of  upland  60£  14  acres  in  the  litle  meadow  100£  360-00-00 

14  acres  Land  in  the  great  meadow  65£,  4  acres  of  Land  joyning  to  the  Indians  Land  16£,  six 

acres  of  Land  in  the  farme  15£  096-00-00 

one  fower  acre  Lot  2£,  58  acres  at  the  Saw  Mill  10£.  &  sun’d  Lands  Lyeing  in  the  scvcrall  divi¬ 
sions  in  the  Bownds  of  farmington  Layd  out  &  not  Layd  out  40£  ....  052-00-00 

Hors  kind  28£  10s,  neat  catle  43 £  5s.  sheep  20£,  swine  10£ . 101-15-00 

chault  mill  2£  10s,  cyder  mill  press  &  Traffc  2£,  Hair  cloth  1£  5s,  cart  and  Tackling  for  a  Team 
5£  18s,  great  plow  &  Irons  18s,  Iron  tooles  &  old  Iron  4£  12s,  chaines  Chape  ot  Hook  14s, 

Horse  plow  &  Iron  10s . 018-07-00 

Hay  11£  10s,  wheat  &  pease  &  Rye  in  the  Barn  23£  10s,  Indian  Corn  in  the  feild  15£,  Indian 
Corn  1£  10s,  wheat  2£  4s,  Mault  1£  10s,  cheese  12s,  Rye  9s,  wth  mcalc  10s,  Indian  Meale 
5£,  oat  meal  3£,  aples  &  hops  1  £  12s  6d,  meat  10s,  bacon  5s  .....  059-05-06 

six  gunns  &  one  sword  6£,  powder  <3c  lead  2£  6s,  belt  &  bandileers  6s  .....  008-12-00 

Nayles  14s,  suger  1£  15s,  siiliards  20s,  Iron  Croup  5s,  spade  grindstone  &  forck  12s  6d,  Fetters 

3s,  a  still  8£,  cob  Irons,  Tongs,  slice  Tramells,  Testing  Iron,  1  £  7s  ....  013-06-06 

Boots,  shoes  &  heather  stockings  1£,  porte  mantle  1£,  sadle  dc  bridle  1  £  19s  .  .  .  003-19-00 

Crane  hill  Land  25  £,  part  of  a  saw  mill  &  gears  25  £,  crosscut  saw  8,  Timber  Chaine  20s,  a  Hamer 
&  old  Iron  5s,  leather  8s,  a  fan  6s,  2  botles  3s,  s[X)one  &  Trenchers  6s,  a  wicker  chayre  2s, 

2000  bowrd  14£,  Nayles  &  rule  5s-4c/,  Calfe  8s,  Wood  Land  bought  of  david  carpenter  20s  058-11-00 

Two  Truncks  &  one  Looking  glass  30s,  negro  man  &  woman  50£  .....  051-10-00 

20  other  lines  of  house  hold  things,  &c  520-19-09 


apprized  by  us:  Thomas  Bull  Totall  £973-07-09 

Thomas  Porter 

“Adcd:  24  lb  of  woosted  yarne  .............  006-00-00 

28  I  b  of  carded  yarne .  004-18-00 

Silver  money  44s .  002-04-00 


“The  Names  of  the  Children: 
Phillip  Esekiel 

Samuel  Nathaniel 

William  Mary  Judd 


a  barell  of  porck  . 

2  Indian  servants 
a  farm  at  or  near  Wallingford 


Total  £013-02-00 

014-00-00 

013-00-00 

010-00-00 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


Ebenezer  Sarah  Boltwood 

John  Hanah  Marsh 

James  Felix  Selding 


3  sheepe 
1  preat  stilyards 
&  a  Hatchett 


£001-10-00 

000-10-00 

000-10-00 


Abigail 


£1,025-19-09” 


1690,  Sept.  14.  P  18  Do:  “An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Capt"  W"'  Lewes  was  exhibited  in  Court  and 
oath  made  by  the  relict  &  John  Lewes  that  they  have  preserved  to  the  apprizers  the  relict  the  household 
stuffe  or  whar  with  in  doers  &  the  son  tlie  stock  &  land  so  far  as  at  pre.scnt  is  known  &  If  more  comes  to 
knowledge  they  will  cau.se  it  to  be  aded  to  the  Inventory  the  Court  for  the  present  to  Leave  the  estate  in 
the  hands  of  the  relict  &  John  Lewes  to  preserve  the  Estate  untill  the  court  shall  make  distribution  of 
the  estate  &  all  the  Children  are  to  have  notice  of  appearing  &  making  good  their  claimes  to  the  estate 
the  first  Wednesday  of  November  next.” 

1690,  Nov.  5.  P  20  Do:  “At  an  adjourned  Court  held  at  Hartford:  This  Court  appoynt  Phillip  Lewis 
&  W"'  Lewes  to  Administer  upon  the  estate  of  Captn  Wm  Lewes  deceased  &  they  are  to  give  an  acco*  of 
the  debts  &  credits  that  belong  to  the  Estate  &  of  what  each  of  their  fathers  children  have  received  of  his 
estate  in  way  of  portion  &  to  prisent  the  same  to  the  Court  in  March  next  when  the  Court  will  make  dis¬ 
tribution  of  the  Estate. 

“Mrs.  Lewes  haveing  by  Joynture  haveing  an  Interest  in  the  Estate  of  her  deceased  husband  it  was 
mutually  agreed  that  deacon  Hosmer,  Bevell  Waters  &  John  Thomson  doe  set  out  to  the  sayd  Mrs. 
Lewes  what  is  due  her  by  her  Joynture  in  the  most  Just  Equall  way  they  can  &  what  any  Two  of  them 
agree  too  to  be  an  Issue  of  that  mater  Deacon  Hosmer  is  chosen  by  the  Court  &  the  other  Two  one  by 
the  widow  &  the  other  by  the  children.” 

1690,  Nov.  20.  Vol.  1,  p  94  L  R:  “Mrs.  Mary  Lewis  of  Farmington  having  by  Right  £100  sterling  of 
her  late  husband’s  estate  as  may  appeare  by  an  Instrument  of  agreement  made  betwixt  Mr.  Cheever  & 
Mr.  Hewerd  of  Boston  and  Captaine  William  Lewis  of  farmington,”  the  executors  Phillip  &  W'illiam 
Lewis  now  set  out  to  her  14  acres  in  the  Great  Meadow,  “as  also  on  Neagro  man  and  on  neagro  woinan, 
with  a  negro  child  in  Lue  of  on  hundred  pownds  sterling  before  mentioned.” 

1690/1.  March  5.  P  26  Do:  “This  Court  being  moved  to  make  distribution  of  the  estate  of  Captn 
Wm  Lewes  deceased  doe  distribute  his  estate  as  followcth  the  widowes  Joynture  being  first  or  all  ready 
set  out  the  remaynder  of  the  estate  of  Cap"  Lewes  after  Just  Debts  &  funerall  charges  are  payd  the  re- 
maynder  of  the  estate  is  to  be  divided  amongst  the  children  of  Capt  Lewes  to  phillip  the  eldest  son  a 
double  portion,  &  to  the  rest  of  the  children  equall  portions  &  what  even  any  child  hath  already  received 
of  his  sayd  Captn  Lewes  his  estate  it  is  to  be  allowed  as  part  of  his  portion  &  this  Court  appoynts  deacon 
Stephen  Hosmore  &  Thomas  Bunce  to  distribute  the  estate  to  them  &  Mrs  Lewises  Joynture  in  Land  & 
Negroes  the  reversion  thereof  is  to  be  accounted  part  of  the  Three  youngest  children’s  proportions  in  this 
distribution  that  is  to  say  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  pownds  money.” 

1690  1,  March  5.  P  26  Do:  “Nathaniel  Lewis,  son  of  Capt.  William  Lewis,  made  choyse  of  Capt. 
John  Stanly  to  be  his  Guardian  which  the  Court  approves  of.” 

1690,  1,  March  6.  P  27  Do:  “By  the  request  of  the  sons  of  Capt.  William  Lewes,  John  Lewis  was 
Joyned  to  Phillip  &  Wm  Lewes  as  administrator  of  the  Estate  of  Capt"  Lewis.” 

1691,  Apl.  8.  Vol.  IV,  No.  150  PC:  “To  the  Honoured  AJurned  Court  sittinge  in  Hartford  Apr":  8:1691 : 

I  understand  that  in  the  Distribution  of  my  Honoured  Husband,  Capt.  William  Lewis  Deceased  His 
esstate,  made  by  the  County  Court  March  5,  1690,  your  worshipe  have  seen  meete  to  dispose  of  my 
Esstate  or  that  part  of  it  viz:  the  hundred  pound  sterlinge  expressed  in  the  joynture  made  to  my  Hon¬ 
oured  ffather:  Ezekiel  Cheever  for  the  only  use  of  me  my  heirs  and  Asignes:  by  which  act  of  Distribu¬ 
tion  1  doe  apprehend  that  either  myself  or  the  three  youngest  children  of  the  forsd  Capt  William  Lewis 
or  each  of  us  is  wronged.  Therfore  haveing  this  oppertunity  I  doc  see  meet  by  my  petition  to  move  the 
Honoured  Court  to  consider  the  Case  &  to  act  &  doe  in  it  accordinge  as  the  rules  of  equity  Law  and  rcson 
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Doth  Require:  In  case  my  request  be  not  considered  &  my  expectation  ansered  hear  in  I  doe  Declare 
my  sclfe  justly  Agreved  &  dissatisfied  &  doe  purpose  in  my  own  intention  to  make  my  applycation  to 
the  Couit  of  Assistants  for  Relicfc  accordinge  as  the  Law  Doth  Direct:  Your  humble  petitioner 

Marv  Lewis,  April  7,  1691.” 

1691,  May  25.  No.  152  Do:  “To  the  honord  Cort  of  asistants  to  be  holdcn  maye  26,  1691;  I  doe 
humbly  Request  the  honored  Cort  to  grant  that  my  children  maye  have  an  equall  porsion  of  my  Loving 
and  kind  husband’s  estate  with  the  Rest  of  there  brothers  and  sisters;  and  that  what  falls  to  them  maye 
by  the  honored  Cort  be  Left  in  my  hands  untill  they  be  of  age  to  Resarve  ther  porsions  and  I  will  give 
good  security  that  thay  shall  have  it  when  thay  shall  be  of  age  to  Resarve  it;  and  doe  the  Rather  Request 
this  favor  bccase  I  greatly  need  it.  1  know  not  why  1  may  not  have  what  profit  maye  be  garnre  by  there 
Estate  whilst  thay  are  in  there  nonage  as  well  other  wimen  that  have  there  children  in  nonage  to  nurture 
and  educate  and  bring  up  in  ther  younger  years: 

May  25:1691  By  your  humbcll  peticiner, 

farmingtown.  Mary  Lewis.” 

1691,  Oct.  6.  No.  155  Do:  “The  testimony  of  Jonathan  Smith  of  ffarmingtown  aged  about  40  years. 
Sumtime  that  summer  before  the  last  siknes  of  Capt.  Lewes  of  which  hee  departed  this  Life  1  ware  travel¬ 
ing  with  him  in  the  w'oods  betwixt  Wethersfield  and  farmingtowne  and  amongst  other  discors  that  past 
betwixt  us  Capt  Lewes  spake  of  the  solemnyty  of  the  time  and  the  unsartainty  of  our  aboad  here  and  then 
hee  spake  to  me  about  the  method  hee  Intended  in  making  his  own  will  and  Related  to  me  sumthing 
what  hee  had  dun  for  his  children  which  he  had  by  his  first  wife,  and  he  said  as  for  philip  hee  Intended 
him  no  more  onely  that  which  hee  had  already  at  Hartford. 

Jonathan  Smith” 

1691,  Oct.  6.  No.  156  Do:  “The  Testimony  of  Mary  Lewis  as  followeth,  viz:  that  not  long  before  my 
Husband  died  he  was  Looking  upon  a  Joyntor  that  was  given  to  his  first  wife  which  had  Reference  to  the 
Land  of  old  Mr.  Lewis  att  Hartford  and  he  said  it  did  belong  to  his  aires  and  all  his  sons  had  a  Right 
their  one  as  well  as  another. 

Mary  Lewis 

“  I  Being  present  att  the  same  time  doth  testify  to  the  above  written  with  Mr.  Lewis  upon  my  office 

John  Standly” 

1691,  Oct.  1 1.  No.  154  Do:  “For  setlement  of  the  estate  of  Capt  Wm  Lewis  late  of  Farmington,  dec’d, 
upon  application  made  to  this  Court  by  the  Relict  &  children  the  Court  approves  the  Joynture  settled 
upon  the  widow  before  marriage,  and  gives  Philip  £30  out  of  moveable  estate  in  addition  to  the  estate 
which  came  to  him  through  his  grandfather.  Ezekiel  is  awarded  five  pounds  only  since  he  had  had  so  much 
already  and  Nathaniel  is  awarded  15  pownds  for  like  reason.  As  for  the  rest  the  distribution  is  as  follows: 
To  Samuel  £72;  to  William  £61;  to  Ebenezer  £69;  to  John  £117;  to  James  £87;  to  Mary  Judd  £59;  to 
Sarah  Boltwood  £67;  to  Hannah  Marsh  £67;  to  felix  Seldin  £82;  to  Abigail  Lewis  £77.”  This  distribu¬ 
tion  to  13  children  totals  £808. 

1691/2,  Mch.  3.  Vol.  V,  p  38  C  C:  “  Wm  Lewes  platf  as  he  is  administratr  to  the  estate  of  his  father 
Capt"  W'"  Lewes  co7itra  Nathl  Stanly  defendt  for  unjust  detaining  of  a  steer  of  his  of  about  fower  years.” 
The  jury  find  for  the  defendant  while  the  plaintiff  appeals  to  the  Court  of  Assistants. 

1695,  May.  P  24  Josiah  Wolcott’s  Booke  of  Windsor:  “Capt  W-"  Lewis  is  Dr.  vzt;  To  pd;  Dibble  pr 
his  noat  £0-5-0.” 

1698,  Aug.  1.  Vol.  IV,  p  37  C  C:  “To  all  Christian  people  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come:  Know 
ye  that  I,  Ezekiel  Lewis  of  ffarmington,  in  consideration  of  the  fidelity  and  good  service,  to  gather  with 
those  sums  of  money  and  reasonable  satisfaction  that  1  have  Received  from  Sampson,  Negro,  heretofore 
Servant  to  my  Father  William  Lewis  deceased,  and  of  late  in  my  hands  and  belonging  unto  me,  until  this 
time,  under  the  abovementioned  consideration  have  relinquished,  acquitted  and  discharged  the  sd. 
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Sampson,  Negro,  his  wife  and  Children,  from  my  service  and  all  manner  of  right.  Claim,  Challenge  and 
demand  that  I  ever  had  or  may  hereafter  have  by  virtue  of  any  writing  or  Instrument  made  over  unto 
me  or  in  me,  I  say  I  do  set  at  liberty  and  grant  freedome  to  the  aforementioned  Negroes  from  my  heirs 
and  assigns  forever.  Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  first  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  169S. 

Witness:  Isaac  Mecham  sen.  Ezekiel  Lewis  Ls.” 

Caleb  Stanly  Jr. 

Commenting  upon  the  above  release  in  the  N.  B.  Herald  of  Dec.  30,  1919  .Mr.  James  Shepard.  New 
Britain’s  leading  living  historian  and  antiquarian,  .says:  “This  is  the  first  emancipation  of  a  slave  by  an 
instrument  in  writing  other  than  a  will,  so  far  as  I  know.  William  Lewis  of  Farmington,  father  of  Ezekiel 
above,  was  one  of  the  first  slave  holders  of  reeord  in  that  town  and  the  Lewis  family  is  to  be  commended 
for  being  the  first  in  ancient  Farmington,  to  liberate  its  slaves.  We  may  also  commend  Isaac  Lee,  as  the 
only  resident  of  this  town  of  New  Britain,  so  far  as  we  know,  to  emancipate  a  slave.  There  were  not  more 
than  two  slaves  owned  within  our  boundaries  in  the  year  1790  and  it  is  probable  that  Negro  slavery  ended 
here  in  1807  when  Isaac  Lee  emancipated  his  servant  Joseph.’’ 

1707,  June  7.  P  Ct,  Dist.  on  File:  To  Samuel,  to  William,  to  John  and  James  (both  deceased),  to  Mary 
Judd,  to  Sarah  Boltwood,  to  Hannah  Marsh,  to  Felix  Sclden.  By  John  Wadsworth,  Samuel  Newell  sen. 

1708,  June  7.  Vol.  VII,  p  112  P  Ct,  Hartford:  “This  Court  do  order  and  appoint  Samuell  Newell  and 
John  Wadsworth  of  Farmington  to  divide  and  actually  sett  out  upon  the  ground  all  the  Lands  of  or  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Estate  of  Capt  William  Lewis,  late  of  F'armington  Deed,  (which  together  were  valued  in 
the  Inventory  at  £40)  unto  and  among  the  Children  of  the  said  William  Lewis  Deed,  or  their  Lcgall 
Representatives,  aecording  to  the  intent,  meaning  and  direction  of  the  distribution  made  of  the  Estate 
of  the  sd  William  Lewis  and  his  sonn  John  Lewis  deceased,  together  considered  and  make  return  of  their 
doings  therein  to  this  Court  on  or  before  the  first  monday  of  November  next  ensuing.’’ 

1710,  May  1.  Vol.  VIII,  p  12  P  Ct:  “A  Distribution  or  Division  of  the  Out  Lands  of  or  belonging  to 
the  Estate  of  Capt.  William  Lewis  late  of  Farmington  deed,  made  by  Samuell  Newell  and  John  Wads¬ 
worth  of  Farmington  pursuant  to  an  order  of  this  Court  made  June  7,  1708,  was  now  exhibited  in  this 
Court  and  the  same  is  allowed  di  approved  and  ordered  to  be  kept  on  file.’’ 

1718,  July  1.  Vol.  IX,  p  69  P  Ct:  “James  Lewes  of  Jamaica,  Long  Island,  appeals  from  a  Decree  of 
the  Court,  17  March  1709  10,  allowing  a  Distribution  of  the  Estate  of  William  Lewis  of  Farmington 
made  under  the  hands  of  John  Wadsworth  and  Samuel  Newell  Senr,  and  William  Lewis  is  ordered  to 
appear  in  Court  on  the  First  Tuesday  of  August  next  to  show  cause  why  the  appeal  of  James  Lewis  should 
not  be  granted.’’ 

1718,  August  5.  P  75  Do:  “Upon  the  .Motion  of  James  Lewiss  to  this  Court  the  first  day  of  July  Last 
a  writt  was  Issued  to  Cite  William  Lewiss  and  Nathaniel  Lewiss  of  ffarmington  to  appear  before  tin's 
Court  and  to  object,  if  they  see  Cause,  why  the  sd  James  Lewis  might  not  have  an  Appeal  from  the 
Judgment  of  the  Court  of  Probate  held  at  Hartford  17  March,  1709  10,  Receiving  and  allowing  a  certain 
Distribution.  This  Court  having  heard  and  considering  the  Pleas  of  the  Parties,  do  not  see  Cause  to 
grant  the  sd.  James  Lewis  Liberty  of  an  Appeal  from  the  aforesd  Judgment  and  therefore  order  that  he 
pay  Costs  which  is  £0-7-6  paid  in  Court.’’ 

1718,  Aug.  27.  P  77  Do:  “Upon  the  Motion  of  James  Lewiss  of  Jamaica  in  the  Province  of  New  York 
a  writt  was  Issued  dated  August  19,  1718  declaring  that  his  father  Capt  William  Lewiss  deceased  dyed 
seized  Intestate  of  Sundry  Out  Lands  in  this  County  whereof  there  has  been  no  Legale  Settlement: 
1®‘  because  the  appraisment  was  Unequal;  2nd  because  the  division  was  made  by  persons  not  sworn; 
3d  because  the  division  was  notoriously  unjust  and  wrong  ....  William  Lewis  appeared  and  Ex¬ 
hibited  pleas  in  barr  of  the  Suit  which  this  Court  do  Judge  they  are  sufficient,  to  barr  the  motion  .... 
and  James  Lewis  is  ordered  to  pay  cost  which  is  £0-7-8.”  James  Lewis  appeals  from  this  Judgement 
to  the  Superior  Court  and  puts  up  a  £10  bond  to  appear  in  Court  in  September  next. 
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1722,  June  12.  P  3S0  S’th’n  Hist:  “Capt  Lewis”  is  one  of  the  lieaviest  drawers  of  land  in  the  ‘‘South 
Division,”  Southington,  distributed  this  date  to  the  84  Proprietors  of  Farmington,  as  listed  in  1672  wlien 
same  was  surveyed.  He  receives  lot  64  of  341,’  2  acres,  same  being  412  Rods  long  east  and  west  and  132’  2 
Rods  wide. 

1728,  Oct.  10.  V'ol.  V,  p  670  G  A:  The  Gen’l  Assembly  appoints  a  committee  of  three  to  ‘‘enquire  into 
the  circumstance  of  a  certain  tract  of  land  lying  partly  in  Wallingford  and  partly  in  Durham,  formerly 
granted  by  the  Assembly  to  Mr.  William  Lewiss.” 

1728,  Dec.  15.  P  391  S’th’n  Hist:  In  the  ‘‘Shuttle  Meadow”  Division,  Capt.  Wm  Lewis  receives  his 
due  share  as  one  of  the  same  84  proprietors.  He  drew  lot  57  which  was  65  rods  S  feet  broad  with  c’nt’s 
of  \42}/2  acres  -  the  largest  of  our  13  participants. 

1729,  May  8.  Vol.  V,  p  690  G  A:  The  above  committee  of  Oct.  10,  1728,  not  having  report  completed, 
the  Gen’l  Assembly  appoints  another  committee  of  three,  of  which  our  Col.  David  Goodrich  is  chaimian, 
to  report  in  full  at  October  session. 

1731,  May  13.  Vol.  VI,  p  24  G  A:  The  above  case  is  now  settled  by  the  Assembly  which  discovers  that 
the  two  grants  of  Oct.  8,  1668  and  May  13,  1675  had  descended  ‘‘through  Captain  William  Lewis  of 
Farmingtown,  only  son  and  heir  of  said  W"’  Lewis,”  to  Ebenezer  Lewis  of  Wallingford  who  had  in  turn 
sold  both  grants  to  John  Hubbard  of  Jamaica.  The  Hubbard  heirs  prove  faulty  title  through  failure  to 
record  all  of  above  and  now  pray  for  and  receive  a  new  grant  instead.  Thus  for  41  years  after  death  have 
the  affairs  of  Capt.  William  Lewis  persisted  in  the  Colony  records. 

CHILDREN 

(first  three  recorded  at  Hartford;  the  rest  born  at  Farmington;  first  ten 
by  first  wife;  last  six  by  second  wife) 

1.  MARY  b.  May  6,  1645;  m.  a  1667,  Benjamin  Judd;  she  d.  a  Feb’y,  1691  2,  a;  47  he  d.  a  Feb’y,  1691/2,  ae  a  50  7  ch 

They  were  of  Famiington.  Note  that  they  died  about  together.  His  inventory  was  £292-1 3-07.  These  are 

Lena  Candee  Bassette’s  ancestors. 

2.  PHILIP  bp.  Dec.  13,  1646;  m.  Sarah  Ashley 

He  li\  ed  in  Hartford  and  is  the  one  about  whom  his  grandfather  Lewis  had  a  lot  to  say  in  his  will.  In  1690  he 


was  made  executor  with  brother  William  of  their  father’s  estate. 

3.  SERGT.  SAMUEL  b.  Aug.  18,  1648;  m  (1)  Elizabeth  Judd;  he  d.  a  Jan'y,  1725  '6,  pc  78  she  d.  8  ch 

They  lived  in  Farmington.  He  m  (2j  Mary - .  His  inventory  amounted  to  £894-09-00. 

4.  SARAH  b.  1652;  m.  Sergt.  Samuel  Boltwood;  she  d.  Aug.  10,  1722,  a:  70  he  d.  Feb’y  29,  1704  10  ch 

They  lived  in  Hadley,  Mass.  A  man  of  remarkable  strength  and  bravery,  he  was  killed  in  the  Deerfield 
massacre  by  the  Indians. 

5.  HANNAH  b. - ;  m  (1)  May  17,  1761,  Samuel  Crowe;  she  d. - -  he  d.  May  18,  1676  .3  ch 

They  lived  in  Hadley.  He  was  killed  in  the  Falls  fight  in  Hadley  and  she  m  (2)  Nov.  5,  1676,  Daniel  Marsh. 

6.  WILLIAM  bp.  Mch.  15,  1656,  7;  m.  a  1678,  Sarah  Moore  (see  below) 

7.  FELIX  bp.  Dec.  12,  1658;  m.  Thomas  Selden;  she  d. -  he  d.  Nov.  24,  1734,  re  89  3  ch 

They  lived  in  Hadley,  Mass.  She  was  alive  in  1738.  One  child  Thomas  was  slain  at  Deerfield  Feb’y  29,  1704. 

8.  EBENEZER  b. - ;  m.  Dec.  2,  1685,  Elizabeth  Merriman;  he  d.  1709  she  d.  9  ch 


His  grandfather  Lewis  wills  to  him  in  1683  his  “smiths  tooles”.  They  settled  in  Wallingford,  Conn.,  her  home, 
where  he  was  the  village  blacksmith.  She  was  married  at  16. 

9.  JOHN  b.  May  15,  1665;  he  d.  a  Oct.,  1694,  pc  29 

He  died  unmarried  at  Fannington,  leaving  inventory  of  £157-06-02. 

10.  JAMES  b.  July  10,  1667;  m  (1)  Mary  Mcekins;  he  d.  1728,  sc  61  she  d. 

He  did  not  like  the  settlement  of  his  father’s  estate  and  brought  several  petitions  to  General  Court  to  have  it 
changed,  but  w'ithout  result.  He  moved  to  Jamaica,  L.  1.  In  1696,  7  Mary  his  wife  tells  the  Court  he  “has 
escaped  out  of  the  Colony”  and  asks  for  and  receives  his  “small  estate.”  He  m  (2) - ;  name  not  known. 
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11. 

12. 


13. 


14. 


ELIZABIZTI  I  b,  Oct.  28,  1672;  she  d.  1674,  ic  2  years 
EZEKlliL  b.  Nov.  7,  1674;  m  O)  Mary  Braden 

He  graduated  1695  from  Harvard  College;  and  preached  occasionally  in  169S  after  death  of  Rev.  Sam’l  Hooker. 

and  Bo.ston,  .Mass.,  where  he  was  asst,  teacher  in  his  grandfather’s  Latin 
school.  Still  later  he  was  a  successful  business  man  in  Boston.  He  m  t,2)  Abigail  Kilcup. 

ENS.  NATHANIEL  b.  Oct.  1,  16,6;  m  (I)  Nov.  25,  1699,  Abigail  Ashlev;  he  d.  Feb’y  24,  1752  .x  76  she  d 

He  m  (2)  July  4,  1726,  Thankful  Lyman  of  Northampton.  They  lived  in  Farmington.’  Thdr  grandson'  kept 
the  Elin  Tree  Inn  in  Revolution  days.  * 

ABIGAIL  b.  Sept.  19,  1678;  m.  Dec.  10,  1696,  Sergt.  William  Wadsworth;  she  d.  1707,  x  29  he  d 
They  lived  in  Fannington.  In  1713  he  was  a  selectman. 


15.  JOSEPH  bp.  N4ch.  14,  1679,  80.  “Born  a  few  days  before,”  says  the  Church  record. 

16.  DANIELS.  July  16,  1681 

One  ^n  (name  obliterated)  died  in  .March,  1681 ,2;  and  another  in  August,  1679.  These  probably  were  Joseph 


WILLIAM  LEWIS  bp.  Mch.  15,  1656/7 

SARAH  MOORE  ni.  1678 

b.  Feb’y  12,  1661  2  d.  a  Jan’y,  1737 

d.  Aug.  19,  1725,  a;  63  a;  80 

1661/2,  Feb’y  12.  Vol.  I,  p  13  C  R:  “Sarah 
Moore  born  February  12,  1661  baptized  at  Farnv 
ington.”  T  his  means  that  slie  was  born  and  bap^ 
Used  on  the  same  day.  It  was  in  the  early  days 
when  the  town  was  hardly  twenty  years  old.  She 
was  the  Deacon’s  daughter  and  we  may  believe 
that  she  was  carefully  brought  up. 

1678,  Aug.  4.  Sarah  was  only  sixteen  years  old 
at  this  time  of  the  marriage  agreement  concerning 
her.  Some  people  have  claimed  that  it  was  Phebe 
Moore,  Sarah’s  sister,  wlio  married  William  Lewis; 
but  the  claim  becomes  absurd  when  it  is  seen  that 
Phebe  was  only  ten  years  old  at  the  time  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Lewis’  marriage.  Moreover  this  marriage 
agreement  of  the  father’s  makes  it  clear  that 
Sarah  is  the  happy  girl.  This  agreement  was  made 
shortly  prior  to  the  wedding.  We  cannot  tell 
whether  the  provisions  in  regard  to  Sarah  were  all 
carried  out  or  not  for  her  father  died  without  leav¬ 
ing  any  will  or  probate  record  apparently.  At 
least  there  is  none  of  record  to  tell  the  story. 

1685,  Sept.  2.  Vol.  IV,  No.  272  P  C:  Ruth 
Moore  aged  56  and  her  daughter  Sarah  Lewis, 
now  23,  testify  in  Court  in  regard  to  the  friendship 
of  the  Indians,  Sansetoes  and  Peniroot,  for  Sarah’s 
father,  Isaac  Moore,  the  Indians  being  often  at 
their  house.  Sec  full  statement  under  Moore. 

1725,  Aug.  19.  Vol.  IV,  p  396  L  R:  Sarah  wife 
of  William  Lewis  dies  today  at  Farmington.  If  she 
had  lived  two  years  longer  they  could  have  cele- 


1656/7,  Mch.  15.  Vol.  I,  p  5  C  R,  Fannington: 

William  Lewis,  the  son  of  William  Lewis  and 
Joseph  Smith,  son  of  William  Smith,  and  Sarah 
Warner,  daughter  of  John  Warner,  were  baptized 
March  15,  1656.’’ 

1676,  May  1.  Vol.  II,  p  439  G  C,  Ptd;  The 
Council  orders  volunteers,  raised  in  Farmington 
to  march  to  Hadley,  Mass.,  at  once.  The  reference 
in  item  of  Dec.  17,  1695  below  to  “his  solgcr  lott’’ 
is  plain  evidence  that  William  was  one  to  answer 
this  call  against  Ring  Philip.  William  is  now  18 
which  is  a  common  age  for  soldiers  in  every  war  of 
history. 

1678,  Aug.  4.  P  67  Lewis  Fam  (1910):  “Among 
the  Lewis  papers,”  says  Mr.  Julius  Gay  of  Farm- 
ington,  which  came  down  to  me  from  my  great 
grandfather  Col.  Fisher  Gay  who  married  Phebe 
Lewis  (Oct.  29,  1761)  is  the  following  interesting 
document  which  shows,  among  other  things,  that 
W’illiam  Lewis  married  Sarah  Moore  and  not 
Phebe  .Moore.”  The  marriage  took  place  shortly 
after  the  agreement  was  made,  but  it  docs  not 
appear  to  have  been  recorded.  William  is  now  21. 
They  were  to  spend  their  entire  lives  in  Farming- 
ton:  “Agust  ye  4th  1678.  Articles  of  agreement 
betwixt  William  Lewis  of  Farmington  on  ye  one 
pt)’  &  Isack  Moore  of  ye  same  towne  on  ye  other 
pty:  witnesseth  that  upon  ye  consomation  of  a 
maridge  betwixt  William  Lewis  &  Sarah  More  we 
the  fathers  of  the  said  William  &  Sarah  doe  mu¬ 
tually  ingage  ourselfes  eatch  to  other  as  iTolloweth. 

“  Viz  the  aforesaid  Lewis  to  give  unto  his  sonn 
William  that  whole  trackt  of  land  which  he  sum- 
times  bought  of  ye  aforesaid  More  only  that  which 
was  formerly  sould  to  Thomas  Orten  and  allso  ye 
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bratcd  their  golden  wedding.  As  it  was  she  died  at  swamp  yet  reserving  to  his  owne  use  as  long  as  he 

sixty  three,  having  had  eight  children  all  now  of  ye  foresaid  father  shall  ncede  yt  and  doe  hereby 

age  except  two  who  had  died  in  their  youth.  give  the  said  William  Lewis  liberty  to  record  yt 

- — -  to  himselfe  dc  his  haighers  forever  as  allso  to 

acomidate  him  with  a  dwelling  place  dc  other  nesysary  tooles  for  husbandry  use. 

“and  allso  ye  said  Isack  More  doth  promis  and  ingage  to  give  to  his  daughter  Sarah  upon  acownt  above 
exprest  ye  vallue  of  thirty  pound  for  ye  present  and  doth  allso  hereby  ingage  that  what  psonall  or  reall 
estate  in  chattell  or  whatsoever  shall  be  left  after  ye  decease  of  himselfe  d:  wife  yt  ye  aforesaid  William 
&  Sarah  or  their  children  shall  not  have  less  thn  a  fourth  pt  thereof  d:  to  ye  true  intent  &.  meaning  hereof 
we  enter  changybly  set  our  hands  the  dayc  and  year  abovesaid 

William  Lewis” 

The  reference  to  “husbandry  tooles”  in  above  agreement  might  indicate  that  William  was  to  turn  at 
once  to  farming  and  perhaps  he  did,  but  the  fact  is  he  became  a  schoolmaster  and  he  continued  the  pro¬ 
fession  even,  as  Camp  says,  until  after  sixty  years  of  age.  just  where  the  residence  was  which  his  father 
gave  them  I  cannot  answer,  but  twenty  six  years  later  (see  1704  below)  they  were  living  on  the  site  of  the 
Llm  Tree  Inn  in  a  house  built  by  his  father  about  1660.  William  came  to  own  several  houses  in  Farm¬ 
ington,  indicating  prosperity  in  the  teaching  profession. 

1679,  80,  Fcb’y  2.  Vol.  I,  p  215  T  V:  This  is  the  date  of  a  meeting  which  follows  this  old  entry:  “Att 
the  same  meeting  there  was  granted  to  William  Lewis  juiV  yt  liberty  to  take  up  a  foure  acre  lott.” 

1681,  May  14.  Vol.  Ill,  p  125  G  C:  W"'  Leawes  is  one  of  thirty  young  men  to  be  “presented  for  free¬ 
men”  at  the  General  Court.  Age  twenty  four  must  be  attained  in  these  days  before  being  eligible  for 
freedom,  and  he  loses  no  time  after  attaining  it. 

1681,  Oct.  13.  P  131  Do:  William  Lewis  is  now  moved  to  the  next  stage  in  freedom  under  this  blanket 
rule  passed  today  in  the  Court:  “Those  nominated  for  freedom  May  last  are  now  accepted  to  be  sworne 
in  their  respective  plantations.”  No  doubt  he  speedily  presented  himself  before  the  Farmington  Com¬ 
missioner  and  was  duly  “sworne.” 

1686,  Oct.  21.  Vol.  IV,  p  122  C  C:  “  Deacon  Langton  was  presented  for  not  recording  the  death  of  his 
daughter  Mary.  Wm  Lewis  for  not  recording  his  child’s  birth  &  Ephriam  Smith  for  not  recording  his 
Marriage  were  called.” 

1686,  Vol.  I,  p  33  T  V:  “Att  a  towne  meting  in  ye  year  1686,  the  town  graunted  to  William  Lewis 
junr,  a  liberty  of  relinquishing  ye  fouer  acors  of  land  pitcht  upon  by  Isaac  More  upon  the  Wood  Hill 
....  and  to  take  it  up  in  another  place.” 

1687,  Dec.  27.  P  38  Do:  “At  the  same  metting  there  was  granted  to  William  Lewis  junr  four  acors  of 
land  where  he  could  find  it  in  the  Commons  provided  it  doth  not  prejedish  by  ways  and  former  grants.” 

1688,  May  23.  Vol.  I,  P  19  C  R:  William  Lewis,  now  thirty  one,  joins  the  Church  at  Farmington. 

1689,  July  16.  Capt.  Lewis,  his  father,  says  in  his  will:  “I  give  to  William  Lewis  that  Land  I  bought 
of  Isaac  More,  unlest  that  already  sold  to  Thomas  Orton,  which  lyeth  in  three  p’sells.”  William  the  bene¬ 
ficiary  is  now  32  years  old. 

1690,  Nov.  5.  Vol.  V,  p  20  C  C:  William  Lewis  sits  today  on  the  jury  at  Hartford.  Other  tours  of  the 
same  service  were  on  Sept.  5,  1704  and  on  Apl.  2,  1706. 

1690,  Nov.  5.  The  Court  at  Hartford  grants  administration  of  the  Estate  of  their  father  to  Philip  and 
William  Lewis,  sons  of  the  deceased. 

1690,  Dec.  8.  Vol.  I,  P  45  T  V:  “At  a  meaten  held  at  Farmingtoun  their  was  chosen  for  Fence  vewers 
William  Lewis  and  Steven  Heart,  Samuel  Wadsworth  and  Thomas  Barnes.” 

1690/91,  Mch.  5.  Vol.  V,  p  23  C  C:  “Franck  Freeman  pln’tf  contra  W"*  Lewes  defendant  upon  com- 
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plaint  that  the  sayd  Lewes  did  violently  in  an  unjust  lllcgall  seizing  or  takeing  out  of  his  v^fissession 
a  certain  parcell  of  cloath  or  druggets  about  44  yardcs  which  violent  action  was  don  at  or  neer  the  house 
of  Thomas  Newell  to  such  damage  as  the  Law  allowes.” 

1691  2,  Mch.  3.  P  39  Do:  “Whereas,  the  Administrator  of  the  Estate  of  Benjamin  Judd  is  deceased, 
administration  is  granted  to  Benjamin  Judd  his  son  &  to  John  Judd,  who  with  William  Lewes,  are  to  take 
Care  for  the  dispose  of  the  children.”  In  March,  1696  7,  “the  administrators  request  that  William  Lewes 
be  joyned  with  them  in  the  distribution.  This  Court  do  ad  him  to  them  to  do  that  work,  and  do  fully 
impower  them  to  put  out  the  youngest  son  to  good  service.”  There  were  seven  children  21  to  6,  and  the 
estate  totalled  £292-1 3-07. 

1693,  Dec.  7.  Vol.  V,  p  60  C  C:  “Dan"  Pratt  6:  Timothy  Loomys  plntf  W'"  Lewes  &  John  Lewes  de¬ 
fendants  for  unjust  seizing  &  takeing  about  a  thousand  &  od  clabordes  of  theires  wrought  up  by  them  to  a 
surrender  of  them  with  necessary  costs.” 

1693,  Dec.  18.  Vol.  1,  p  61  T  V:  “At  the  same  meting  it  was  voated  the  controvary  that  was  between 
Leften  Hart  and  William  Lewis  concerning  a  peic  of  land  and  by  the  voat  carried  is  that  William  Lewis 
had  the  best  right  to  it.” 

1693,4,Jan’y  10.  V'ol.  I,  p99LR:  “Ye  10th  jenewary,  1693,  Land  in  farmington  belonging  to  William 
Lewis  &.  to  his  aighers:  One  parcell  on  which  his  Dwelling  house  now  standeth  wch  he  bought  of  Thomas 
Judd  by  estimation  five  acors  Abutting  south  on  Benjamen  Andrus  his  land,  north  on  Will  Judd  his  Land, 
east  on  ye  high  w'aye  leading  through  ye  town  west  upon  ye  River. 

“One  p’cell  of  meddow’  Land  convaianc  by  his  father  Will  Lewis  of  14  acres  in  a  place  called  Mores 
corner;  ....  one  p’cell  in  ye  greatt  medow  of  five  acres;  ....  one  p’cell  of  six  acres  in  a  swamp 
att  turkey  hill  layd  out  the  24  of  Dec.,  1698  as  appears  by  a  certificate  Recorded  this  20th  of  febay  1704  5; 
....  one  p’cell  granted  to  him  by  the  town  Dec.  27,  1704  in  way  of  exchange  on  the  north  side  of 
the  highway  leading  to  Hartford.” 

1695,  Dec.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  67  T  V:  “Att  the  same  meeting  the  towne  granted  unto  William  Lewis  a 
libertye  to  take  up  and  laye  out  his  Solger  lott  att  the  swamp  comonly  called  Robbert  Portters  Swamp 
beyond  Turkey  Hill  Southward  of  Danicll  Androus  his  lott.” 

1696,  Dec.  21.  P  72  Do:  “At  a  Toune  meeting  their  was  chosen  for  Tounsmen,  John  Hart,  Daniell 
Androus  senr  and  William  Lewis.” 

^  1701/2,  Jan.  30.  P  92  Do:  “Att  the  same  meeting  the  town  made  choise  of  sergt  Thomas  portter  & 
William  Lewis  as  their  committy  to  order  the  prudentials  of  the  schools  for  the  year  insuing.” 

1702/3,  Feb’y  26.  P  89  Do:  William  Lewis  is  one  of  a  committee  of  four  to  “demollish  ye  Bo.xes  in  ye 
pines”.  In  June  they  voted  that  the  same  committee  “let  ye  pines  boxed  for  ye  best  advantadge  for  ye 
town.” 

1704,  Mch.  31.  P  99  Do:  “The  town  agreed  by  voat  to  have  seven  houses  fortified,  the  hous  of  William 
Lewes”  being  one.  He  was  now  living  in  the  house  built  by  his  father  in  1660  at  the  head  of  Main  street 
facing  south  where  the  Elm  Tree  Inn  now  stands.  The  order  was  issued  as  a  measure  of  defense  against 
the  French  and  Indians  who  were  committing  depredations  in  western  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut, 
events  which  in  time  led  to  the  French  and  Indian  War  of  1755-58.  This  house  is  now  a  part  of  the  Elm 
Tree  Inn,  which  has  been  used  as  an  Inn  since  before  Revolution  days,  being  kept  in  1776  by  a  descendant 
of  Nathaniel  Lewis  son  of  William  2d.  “The  house  is  concealed  at  the  center  of  the  mass  of  buildings 
which  forms  the  present  hostlery.  At  the  end  of  the  long  hall  which  runs  back  from  the  entrance  we  come 
upon  the  stairs  -  of  comparatively  modern  date  -  just  in  front  of  which  runs  a  passage  at  right  angles  to 
the  entrance  hall.  These  stairs  occupy  exactly  the  place  of  those  in  the  ancient  house.  The  present  smok¬ 
ing  room  is  the  original  hall,  as  the  summer  overhead  and  the  oven  (probably  built  into  an  older  fireplace) 
still  proclaim.  The  parlor  is  now  absorbed  in  the  dining  room  of  the  inn,  but  the  summer  still  traverses 
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a  part  of  the  ceiling  of  the  new  room.  As  you  stand  in  the  passage  in  front  of  the  stairs,  you  are  in  the 
entr>'  of  the  original  house;  and  if  you  face  toward  the  door,  with  your  back  to  the  stairs,  you  will  see 
above  you,  with  its  sofht  flush  with  the  rest  of  the  ceiling,  the  ancient  overhang,  which  shows  even  the 
edges  of  the  bottom  board  of  the  second  story  front.  There  is  also  an  end  overhang,  as  the  plan  shows, 
which  can  be  seen  on  the  outside  of  the  present  smoking  room.  It  is  small,  however,  and  there  are  no 
brackets  now  remaining  under  it.” 

1704,  Dec.  27.  Vol.  I,  p  100  T  V:  “Att  the  same  meeting  ther  was  graunted  libertie  to  William  Lewis 
to  exchange  a  graunt  of  a  four  acre  Lote  formerly  taken  up  Northwarly  of  the  highway  leading  to  Hartford 
and  to  take  it  up  under  the  mountain  against  Orton’s  paster.” 

1705,  Apl.  9.  Vol.  VI,  No.  104  P  C:  Will  Lewis  at  £14'5'0,  Samll  Lewis  at  £27'S'6  and  Samuel  & 
Nathaniel  together  at  £54  are  the  only  Lewises  in  the  list  of  101  taxpayers  of  Farmington  who  share  in 
a  division  of  the  meadows  in  Farmington. 

1706,  Dec.  30.  Vol.  I,  p  107  T  V:  “Att  the  same  meetinge  there  was  chosen  for  Rattmakers  for  yc  year 
enseiwinge  William  Lewis,”  and  three  others.  Again  on  Dec.  21,  1709  he  was  chosen. 

1707,  Dec.  18.  P  109  Do:  “Att  the  same  meetinge  there  was  chosen  for  listers  for  the  year  ensewinge 
William  Lewis,”  among  four.  William  Lewis  Sen’r  was  chosen  on  Dec.  11,  1711,  son  William  Jun’r  now 
being  24.  William  Sen’r  served  yet  again,  being  elected  on  Dec.  10,  1716. 

1713,  Dec.  14.  P  131  Do:  “Att  ye  same  meeting  ye  town  made  choyce  of  Sargt  William  Wadsworth, 
Left.  John  Stanley  and  William  Lewis  for  selectmen  or  Townsmen  for  ye  year  ensuing.” 

1715/6,  Mch.  14.  P  136  Do:  “Att  the  same  meeting  the  Town  granted  to  William  Lewis  four  or  five 
acres  of  Land  lying  upon  the  side  hill  adjoyning  to  his  own  land  against  second  meadow,  so  as  to  enclose 
A  pond  at  ye  bottom  of  the  hill.” 

1717/18,  jan’y  8.  P  21  Julius  Gay  Address  to  Conn.  Hist.  Society,  on  Schools  &  Schoolmasters  in 
Farmington  in  the  Olden  Time  (Jan’y  5,  1892):  The  Ecclesiastical  Society  of  Farmington  “voted  to  pay 
William  Lewis,  schoolmaster,  for  teaching  School  the  past  year,  also  voted  him  five  shillings  for  collecting 
the  rate  bill  and  wood  tax  for  the  schools.” 

1719,  May  14.  Vol.  V,  pp  159-160  G  A:  “At  a  General  Assembly  holden  at  I  lartford,  in  1  lis  Majesties 
Colony  of  Connecticutt,  in  New  England,  on  the  14th  Day  of  May,  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  Reign  of  our 
Sovereign  Lord  George,  King  of  Great  Britain,  &c.,  Annoque  Dom.  1719:  This  Assembly  having  considered 
the  petition  of  James  Lewiss  v.  William  Lewiss,  6ic.,  the  question  being  put,  whether  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  shall  be  granted:  It  was  resolved  in  the  negative.” 

1719,  Aug.  5.  Vol.  IX,  p  75  P  Ct,  Hartford:  William  and  Nathaniel  Lew’is  are  cited  into  Court  to 
answer  why  James  Lewis  should  not  have  an  Appeal  from  the  Judgment  of  the  Probate  Court  held  17 
March,  1708/  09,  and  the  Court  denies  to  James  the  Liberty  of  an  appeal. 

1730,  Apl.  27.  Vol.  I,  p  216  T  V:  “An  enrollment  of  ye  Names  of  ye  Freemen  in  Farmington  made  In 
ye  open  Meeting  of  ye  Freemen  ye  Day  abovesd.”  Willim  Lewis  and  son  Jonathan  Lew'is  both  appear 
in  this  list  of  132  names. 

1733/4,  Jan’y  7.  Vol.  XIII,  p  46  P  Ct,  Hartford:  “In  the  Name  of  God  Amen  this  seventh  day  of 
January  1733/'4  I  William  Lewis  of  the  Town  of  Farmingtown  in  the  County  of  Hartford  &  Colony  of 
Connecticut  in  New  England  being  stricken  in  years,  tho:  at  this  time  in  Bodyly  health  &  of  sound  mind 
&  memory  thanks  be  to  God  therefor  but  calling  to  mind  the  mortallity  of  my  Body  &  knowing  that  it  is 
appointed  unto  men  once  to  Die,  Do  make  &  ordaine  this  my  last  will  &  Testament.  That  is  to  say  first 
of  all  I  Give  &  recommend  my  soul  into  the  hands  of  God  who  gave  it  Sl  my  Body  I  Commit  to  the  Earth 
to  be  buried  Decently  at  the  Discretion  of  my  Executors  hereafter  named.  Nothing  Doubting  but  at  the 
Generali  Resurrection  of  the  Just  I  shall  receive  the  same  again  by  the  mighty  power  of  God  as  touching 
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such  worldly  Estate  wherewith  it  hath  pleased  God  to  bless  me  in  this  Life:  I  do  Give  and  Dispose  of  the 
same  in  the  following  maner  &  form:  that  is  to  say  first  it  is  my  Will  that  all  those  Debts  and  Duties  which 
of  right  or  Consicous  I  Do  owe  to  any  manor  of  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  shall  be  satisfied  5:  paid 
out  of  my  Estate  by  my  Executors  In  a  Gonvenicnt  Time  after  my  decease.  Item  unto  my  Son  Isaac 
Lewis  besides  what  1  have  formerly  given  him  1  give  &  bequeath  unto  him  all  my  right  to  Lands  in  ye 
Division  of  lands  in  Farmingtown  Laid  out  in  the  rang  of  blew  mountains.  Also  all  my  right  to  lands  in 
sd  Town  in  the  Division  of  Land  laid  out  between  Southington  and  Waterbury  bounds  Gontained  in 
three  Lots  about  150  acres  in  the  whole. 

“Item  unto  my  son  Daniell  Lewis,  besides  what  1  have  formerly  Given  him,  I  give  him  all  my  Lands  in 
the  common  field  In  Farmingtown,  and  all  the  lands  1  have  neare  home  at  a  place  called  New  Field,  about 
4  or  5  acres;  also  all  my  land  that  I  have  at  or  near  a  place  called  ye  Great  Hill  in  sd  Town,  containing 
about  13  acres;  also  all  my  right  to  Land  that  I  have  at  a  place  called  the  Great  Brook  in  sd  Town.  The 
Yi  that  I  here  give  to  my  son  Daniell  Lewis  Is  by  way  of  portion  to  him;  the  other  half  is  on  the  account 
of  what  support  and  sufferance  I  expect  from  him  in  my  old  age,  if  needed. 

Item  Unto  my  two  sons,  Daniell  Lewis  and  Jonathan  Lewis,  besides  what  I  have  formerly  given  them 
I  give  them  my  lott  in  the  North  Division  on  the  West  side  of  the  river,  containing  130  acres  and  three 
roods. 

“Item  Unto  my  abovesd  three  sons,  and  to  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  I  Give  and  bequeath  all  my 
Right  in  the  several  divisions  of  land  in  sd  Farmingtown  accrewing  to  me  from  my  father-in-law'  dec’d 
Isaac  More. 

“  Item  My  Will  further  is,  that  in  Gase  my  abovenamed  sons  shall  neglect  to  settle  their  Estates  by  deed 
or  by  will,  or  Either  of  them  shall  so  neglect  as  to  Die  Intestate,  then  in  that  case  the  younger  sons  of 
him  or  them  so  neglecting,  their  heirs  and  assigns  shall  have  hold  and  Enjoy  In  Fee  simple  the  Lands 
that  In  this  Will  1  have  given  to  him  or  them  that  shall  so  neglect  to  settle  his  Estate. 

“Item  Unto  my  Daughter,  Mary  Lewis,  single  Woman,  besides  w'hat  in  time  past  I  have  given  her, 

I  Give  to  her  the  sum  of  £14  as  money,  to  be  paid  out  of  my  pcrsonall  Estate  by  my  Executors. 

“Item  Unto  my  daughters,  viz.,  Ruth  Brownson  and  Sarah  Smith,  I  give  unto  each  of  them  the  sum 
of  £3  in  money  or  as  money  to  be  paid  to  them  out  of  my  personal  Estate  by  my  Executors. 

“Item  All  the  residue  of  my  personall  Estate  1  give  unto  my  aforenamed  son  Daniell  Lewis  whom  I  do 
hereby  constitute  my  sole  e.xecutor  of  this  my  last  Will  &  Testament. 

Witness:  John  Hooker  Senr,  William  Lewis  L  S” 

Asahell  Strong,  Asahell  Strong  Jr. 

1736/7,  Jan’y.  P  14  Lewis  Hist  (1910):  The  death  of  William  Lewis  3d  does  not  seem  to  be  recorded. 
No  doubt  he  w'as  at  home  in  Farmington  when  death  overtook  him  at  80  years  of  age. 

1736/7,  Feb’y  1.  Vol.  XII,  p  54  P  Gt,  Hartford:  “The  Last  Will  &  Testament  of  William  Lewis  Late 
of  Farmington  Deed  was  now  Exhibited  in  Gourt  by  Daniell  Lewis  of  Farmingtov/n  son  &  executor 
Named  in  sd  Will,  w'ho  accepted  the  Trust  thereof  in  Gourt  which  will  being  proved  is  by  the  Gourt 
approved  &  ordered  to  be  Recorded  &  kept  upon  file.” 

GHILDREN 

(all  born  at  Farmington  and  on  the  town  record  there) 

1.  RUTH  b.  Sept.  12,  1679;  m  (1)  June  8,  1710,  Samuel  Gridley 

She  was  bp.  in  1686.  She  m  (2) - Brunson.  Her  father  in  will  of  1733/4  calls  her  Ruth  Brunson. 

2.  SARAH  b.  Apl.  13,  1682;  m.  Aug.  15,  1706,  Samuel  Smith;  she  d. -  he  d.  .May,  1735  5 

He  was  a  tanner  and  a  cordwainer  of  Kensington,  Ct;  his  inv’y,  £2,124-03-00.  She  was  bp.  in  1685;  on  July  6, 

1742  she  as  executor  petitioned  the  Court  for  distribution. 
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3.  ENSIGN  ISAAC  b.  Apl.  26,  1685;  ni  (1)  May  4,  1710,  Abigail  Curiis;  he  d.  Ap!.,  1761,  x  76  she  d. 

Like  the  first  two  he  was  baptised  in  1686.  He  m  (2)  Jan’y  29,  1728  9,  Phcbc  Wiard.  Both  wives  were  of 
V.’ctliersfield.  He  lived  on  South  Street  in  Great  Swamp  parish,  his  house  being  tlie  seventh  to  be  built  witl'.in 
limits  of  New  Britain.  Before  1727  he  moved  to  Soutliington  and  died  there. 

4.  WILLIAM  b.  Aug.  31,  1687;  he  d.  Jan'y  17,  1712  13,  se  26 

5.  DANIEL  b.  Dec.  10,  1691 ;  m.  May  1,  1718,  Mary  Strong;  he  d.  Apl.  9,  1751,  a;  60  she  d. 

He  lived  at  the  homestead  and  took  care  of  father  in  his  old  age.  He  was  executor  also  of  his  estate. 

6.  PHEBE  b.  Sept.  3,  1694;  she  d.  Jan'y  1 1,  1712  13,  a:  19 

7.  CAPT.  JONATHAN  b.  June  2,  1697;  m.  Jan’y  28,  1719  20,  Elizabeth  Newell  (see  below) 

8.  MARY  b.  Mch.  31,  1700.  She  was  "a  single  woman”  in  father’s  will  of  Jan’y  7,  1733/4. 


CAPT.  JONATHAN  LEWIS  b.  June  2,  1697 

ELIZABETH  NEWELL  m.  Jan’y  28,  1719.  20 
b.  Nov.  29,  1694  he  d.  Jan’y  15,  1788 

d.  July  10,  1773,  x  79  x  90 

1694,  Nov.  29.  Vol.  II,  p  91  L  R:  “Elizabeth 
Newel  Daughter  of  Thomas  Newel  of  ffarmington 
Born  Novembr  29,  1694.’’  Six  brothers  and  sisters 
are  here  recorded  together.  Elizabeth’s  birth 
followed  shortly  after  the  return  of  her  parents 
from  Waterbury  to  Farmington  to  live.  She  was 
fifth  of  seven  children  and  it  is  to  be  noted  that 
she  was  nearly  three  years  older  than  her  husband 
-  a  circumstance  not  very  common  in  these  early 
days  when  the  men  generally  exceeded  the  women 
and  consequently  bid  strongly  for  the  girls  before 
the  adolescent  period  was  ended. 

1693,  Dec.  31.  Vol.  I,  p  33  C  R:  "Elizabeth 
Newell,  daughter  of  Thomas  Newell,  baptized 
December  31,  1693.’’  Note  the  conflict  in  dates 
as  between  this  church  record  and  the  town 
record. 

1739,  Dec.  19.  Vol.  XIII,  p  201  P  Ct,  Hartford: 
Widow  Elizabeth  (Wrotham)  Newell  in  her  will 
says:  “I  give  unto  my  daughter  Elizabeth  Lewis 
alias  Newell  all  my  Wearing  cloaths.”  These  im 
eluded  “3  gowns  3£;  1  ridinghood  17s  9(i;  peti- 
coats  4£  6s;  11  laced  caps  2.£  4s;  3  shirts  28s.’’ 

1741,  June  2.  P  90  Do:  Distribution  of  the 
above  Estate  is  now  made  “to  Elizabeth  Lewis 
alias  Newell;’’  to  Joseph  Newell,  to  Simon  Newell, 
to  Thomas  Newell  and  to  Easther  Newell. 

1769/70,  Jan’y  28.  Golden  Wedding:  Elizabeth 
Newell  Lewis  and  her  husband  lived  to  celebrate 
their  golden  wedding  anniversary  with  over  three 
years  to  spare  and  at  four  score  she  was  called 


1697,  June  2.  Vol.  IV,  p  395  L  R:  Jonathan 
Lewis  was  born  at  Farmington  today  probably  in 
the  Lewis  homestead  which  stood  on  the  site  of 
the  Elm  Tree  Inn  and  which,  in  his  childhood 
days,  at  seven  years  of  age,  was  ordered  fortified 
by  the  town  against  possible  attack  by  the  French 
and  Indians. 

1719  20,  Jan’y  28.  Vol.  II,  p  104  L  R:  “Jon¬ 
athan  Lewis  and  Elizabeth  Newel  both  of  iTarm- 
ington  were  joyned  in  marriag  January  2Sth, 
Anno  Dom  1719  20.’’  He  is  23  while  the  bride 
has  reached  26.  They  were  more  favored  than 
most  young  married  folk  in  one  respect,  for  they 
start  out  with  a  farm  and  new  house  all  ready  and 
presented  to  them  by  father  William  Lewis.  Tlie 
next  item  treats  of  this  at  length  for  the  very  be¬ 
ginning  days  of  New  Britain  are  of  unusual  lamily 
interest.  The  interest  is  intensihed  in  this  case, 
too,  because  the  “Great  Swamp”  section  of 
Farmington  where  they  located  was  referred  to 
by  writers  at  that  time  as  “that  desolate  corner 
of  the  wilderness.” 

Jonathan  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the 
Great  Swamp  settlement,  or  the  Kensington 
Society,  and  later  one  of  the  prime  organizers  of 
the  New  Britain  Society  to  the  north.  He  was 
particularly  skilled  on  property  values  and  opera¬ 
tions  and  used  this  knowledge  with  unselfish 
generosity  in  both  the  Kensington  and  New 
Britain  Ghurches  and  as  appraiser  on  some  of 
the  biggest  estates  in  these  parishes.  As  chief 
military  officer  also  he  was  a  power  for  good  order 
and  he  carried  the  title  of  Gaptain  which  the  State 
gave  him  for  fifty  years  or  until  his  old  age,  be¬ 
cause  it  fitted  him  so  appropriately. 

1719/20,  Jan’y  27.  Vol.  Ill,  p  489  L  R,  Farm¬ 
ington:  “To  all  Ghristian  People  to  whome  these 
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home.  Her  entire  life  had  been  spent  in  Farm¬ 
ington  with  63  years  in  the  New  Britain  section 
thereof. 

1773,  July  10.  GSR:  At  almost  four  score 
years  Elizabeth  Newell  answers  the  great  sum¬ 
mons.  Of  her  six  children  only  two  of  them  out¬ 
lived  her.  The  burial  was  in  the  New  Britain 
cemetery,  then  a  section  of  Farmington.  A  stone 
marks  the  spot  with  inscription  as  follows.  (Note 
the  error  in  her  age):  In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Eliza¬ 
beth  I  Consort  of  Capt.  j  Jonathan  Lewis  |  who  died 
July  10th  1  A.  D.  1773  |  In  the  75th  year  j  of  her 
age. 

This  stone  is  broken  in  two  (1920)  and  is  lying 
flat  on  the  ground.  It  stands  some  50  feet  nearer 
the  highway  than  that  of  her  husband  which  is 
close  to  the  Richards  plot.  Fler  stone  is  close  to 
those  of  daughter  Lucy,  son  Thomas  and  daugh¬ 
ter-in-law  Hannah. 


presents  shall  Come  Greeting:  Know  ye  that  I 
William  Lewis  of  ffarmington.  In  consideration  of 
my  Love  &  parental  affection  which  I  have  6:  do 
bare  unto  my  son  Jonathan  Lewis  of  ye  same  town 
&.  by  way  of  portion  from  me  his  ffather  to  him 
my  sd  son  ....  do  give  to  him  three  certain 
pieces  of  land  in  ye  Great  Swamp  one  of  which  is 
a  Lott  containing  60  acres  on  which  I  have  erected 
a  New  House.”  The  second  piece  was  of  16  acres 
adjoining  above;  the  third  a  piece  of  9  acres  ad¬ 
joining  the  16  acres.  This  is  the  day  before  Jon¬ 
athan  was  married  and  it  was,  as  probably  in¬ 
tended  to  be,  a  handsome  wedding  present. 
Camp  says,  referring  to  this  house:  ‘‘The  house 
occupied  by  Adonijah  Lewis,  and  previously  by 
his  father,  Jonathan  Lewis,  is  supposed  to  have 
been  the  first  house  of  the  Great  Swamp  Parish 
within  the  limits  of  New  Britain.”  Andrews  how¬ 
ever  says  that  ‘‘Jonathan’s  son  William  occupied 

_ _ _ _ _  the  old  homestead  of  his  father  just  south  of  the 

,  .  ,  ,  ,  .  ,  .  town-house  on  the  West  side  of  East  street  said 

Britain.”  Again  on  page  16  he  says:  ‘‘the  house  of  Isaac  Lewis  (w'here  now 
1862  John  Ellis  lives),  is  said  to  be  the  oldest  within  the  present  limits  of  the  town  of  New  Britain.” 

The  writer  and  wife  visited  this  ancient  location  on  the  beautiful  Good  Friday  morning  of  April  14, 
1922  and  enjoyed  a  most  pleasant  call  on  the  J.  W.  Holmes  family,  recent  owners  of  this  ancient  Jonathan 
Lewis  property,  which  had  passed  through  Col.  Wright  to  one  Goodale,  to  one  Osborn,  and  then  to 
Michael  Holmes,  their  uncle.  At  that  time  the  Firm  contained  6S  acres  and  had  come  down  intact  un¬ 
divided  from  the  ancient  Lewis  holdings.  It  comprised  the  land  bounded  by  present  Rocky  Hill  Avenue 
East,  South  street  South,  Stanley  street  West  and  as  far  North  as  the  town  farm  property.  They  explained 
that  the  old  house,  which  stood  on  old  East  street  some  300  feet  North  of  South  street,  facing  East,  was 
as  they  understood  ‘the  first  house  built  in  New  Britain  outside  of  the  old  stockade.”  The  house  was 
remodelled  many  years  ago,  but  the  front  of  the  present  house  is  a  part  of  the  ancient  house  with  the  old 
hand  hewed  hard  beams  and  the  hand  made  nails  intact.  1 1  would  appear  that  Andrews  is  right  in  placing 
Jonathan  s  son  William  in  this  homestead  rather  than  Camp  who  places  son  Adoniiah  here.  William  occu¬ 
pied  this  homestead  for  some  22  years  after  his  father’s  death  in  1788.  Adonijah’s  house  was  around  the 
corner  on  the  North  side  of  South  street  some  500  feet  from  the  corner  of  Rocky  Hill  Avenue.  His  house 
was  on  a  high  knoll  and  commanded  a  beautiful  view  of  the  landscape  in  every  direction.  Isaac  Lewis, 
Jonathan  s  brother,  mentioned  above,  had  built  and  occupied  it  first  before  he  moved  to  Southington. 

Mr.  James  Shepard,  dean  of  New  Britain’s  careful  historians,  disagrees  with  what  he  calls  ‘‘hearsay 
evidence  of  Andrews  and  Camp,  as  to  the  first  house,  and  gives  this  interesting  order  of  erection  of  houses 
in  New  Britain,  only  ten  of  which  were  built  in  thirty  years.  In  the  absence  of  other  data  it  is  assumed, 
as  was  the  common  custom,  that  settlers  built  homes  and  occupied  them  about  the  time  of  marriage: 

1.  Stephen  Lee,  grandfather  of  Col.  Isaac  Lee,  who  named  New  Britain,  received  land  grant  on  East 
street,  corner  Smalley,  in  January,  1689  90.  He  married  Oct.  1,  1690  Elizabeth  Royce  and  presumably 
built  and  set  up  housekeeping  there  -  two  miles  from  the  nearest  house  in  Great  Swamp.  This  was  eight 
years  before  the  first  house  was  erected  in  Southington;  thirty  years  before  the  first  house  in  Bristol  and 
twenty  five  years  before  the  first  house  in  Stanley  Quarter.  Stephen  Lee  and  his  wife  lived  for  63  years 

together  at  that  corner.  This  was  the  N  W  corner,  the  S  W  corner  being  occupied  in  1776  by  our  John 
Richards.  ^  j 
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2.  Benjamin  Judd  married  a  daughter  of  Jolin  North  June  8,  1694  and  built  on  East  street  about 

half  a  mile  north  of  tlie  Lee’s.  They  lived  together  for  70  years  at  that  place. 

3.  Daniel  Dewey  married  Catherine  Beckley  on  Sept.  27,  1706  and  located  on  Stanley  street  opposite 
Ellis.  He  died  in  171/,  aged  37,  the  first  ot  New  Britain’s  men  to  die. 

4.  Deacon  Anthony  Judd  married  Susannah  Woodford  on  June  26,  1707  and  settled  on  Stanley  street 
a  little  north  of  Dewey.  She  died  before  1712,  the  first  adult  woman  in  New  Britain  to  die. 

^  5.  Joseph  Smith  married  January  17,  170S  Mary  Royce,  sister  of  Elirabeth  above.  He  located  on 
East  street  a  little  south  of  Stephen  Lee.  Five  generations  of  Joseph  Smiths  occupied  this  place. 

6.  John  Woodruff  married  Elirabeth  Thompson  about  1696.  She  died  in  Farmington  Dec.  30,  1705 

and  he  married  (2)  Mar>' - .  He  sold  in  January,  1708,  and  moved  to  a  place  on  hill  east  of  the’ Town 

home.  Three  children  by  the  first  wife  were  the  first  step-children  in  New  Britain. 

7.  Isaac  Lewis,  older  brother  of  Jonathan,  married  May  4,  1710  Abigail  Curtis  and  located  on  the 

north  side  of  South  street  near  Christian  Lane.  Prior  to  1730  he  removed  to  Southington,  the  first  family 
to  remove  from  this  place.  ’  ^ 

8.  Robert  Booth  married  Anna  Hollister  on  Nov.  27,  1712  and  located  on  South  street  a  little  westerly 
from  Isaac  Lewis  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road.  He  came  from  Stratford  in  171 3  -  the  first  to  come  from 
elsewhere  in  the  state  than  Farmington. 

9.  Thomas  Stanley  married  Esther  Cowles  on  January  2,  1718  and  located  in  Stanley  Quarter,  then 

in  Farmington  Parish.  His  house  was  the  first  within  New  Britain  limits,  outside  of  the  Great  Swamo 
parish.  ^ 

10.  Now  comes  our  Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis  who  married  Elizabeth  Newell  January  28,  1719  20  just 
one  day  after  his  father  had  deeded  to  them  a  farm  of  60  acres  with  a  new  house  on  it.  He  located  on 
present  Rocky  Hill  Avenue,  west  side,  about  300  feet  north  of  South  street,  and  he  was  probably  the 
first  in  New  Britain  to  acquire  land  with  a  house  already  upon  it. 

From  1719  to  1756  there  are  no  records  extant  that  reveal  the  membership  or  officers  of  the  Church  at 
Kensington.  For  the  whole  of  this  period  there  was  no  other  minister  than  the  first  one  -  Rev.  William 
Burnham  who  began  November  11,  1707;  was  ordained  December  10,  1712,  and  died  Sept.  23,  1750. 
Nevertheless  we  arc  quite  sure  that  Jonathan  Lewis,  though  active  in  its  affairs,  was  not  a  member;  even 
as  in  the  New  Britain  Society  where  he  was  prominent  in  church  building  and  pastoral  affairs  from  the 
first,  and  a  Society  member,  yet  was  not  a  Church  member. 

1722,  Dec.  11.  Vol.  I,  p  158  T  V,  Farmington:  “Jonathan  Lewis  his  ear  mark  for  cretures  is  a  Crop 
on  ye  Right  Ear  and  A  hole  In  ye  same  care,  and  A  half  penny  on  ye  undersid  of  ye  Left  Ear.” 

1723,  Dec.  9.  P  162  Do;  “Att  the  same  meeting  Jonathan  Lewis  and  John  Hooker  Jun^  were  chosen 
surveyers  for  >e  Highways  for  ye  year  ensewing,  whose  office  is  confined  to  ye  Limmits  granted  to  ve 
Great  Swamp  Society.” 

1726,  July  17.  Vol.  XII,  p  372  P  Ct,  Hartford;  Jonathan  Lewis  is  one  of  the  appraisers  of  the  Estate 
of  Ebenezer  Gilbert  of  Farmington,  totalling  £3,824-12-08. 

1730,  Apl.  27.  Vol.  I,  p  216  T  V:  Jonathan  Lewis  is  enrolled  with  his  father  in  the  list  of  132  freemen 
of  Farmington,  “made  in  ye  open  meeting  ye  day  abovesd.” 

1730,  Dec.  7.  P  35  Andrews:  “At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  of  Kensington  Nath’l  Cole,  John  Standley, 
Sarg.  Geo.  Hubbard  &  Jonathan  Lewis  w’ere  chosen  a  committee  to  order  the  prudentials  for  a  school  for 
this  society  for  the  year  ensuing.”  At  the  same  meeting,  “the  society  agreed  by  vote  to  give  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Wm  Burnham  for  his  labor  in  the  Ministry  the  year  past,  the  sum  of  £100  in  Bills  of  public  credit, 
or  in  grain  at  the  market  price  in  May  next.” 

1731,  Sept.  22.  P  37  Do:  “At  a  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Society  of  Kensington  the 

society  made  choice  of  Thos.  Hart  for  Clerk  ....  and  also  made  choice  of  Nathl  CoL.  John  Standley, 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


Sargt.  Geo.  Hubbard  &  Jonathan  Lewis  a  committee  to  order  the  prudentials  of  the  School  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  year.” 

1731,  Dec.  13.  Vol.  I,  p  218  T  V,  Farmington:  “There  was  Chosen  for  survayers  of  Highwaves  for 
Kensington  Society  Jonathan  Lewis,”  and  one  other. 


1733,  4,  Jan’y  7.  William  Lewis  3d  in  his  will  says:  “Unto  my  two  sons  Daniel  Lewis  and  Jonathan 
Lewis,  besides  what  I  have  formerly  given  them,  I  give  them  mv  lott  in  the  North  division  on  the  West 
side  of  the  river,  containing  130  acres  and  3  roods  ....  Unto  my  aforcsd  three  sons,  and  to  their 
heirs  and  assigns  forever,  I  give  and  bequeath  all  my  right  in  the  several  divisions  of  land  in  sd  Farming- 
town  accruing  to  me  from  my  father-in-law  Isaak  More.”  Jonathan  is  now  37. 


1735,  Apl.  27.^  Vol.  I,  p  225  T  V:  “Att  ye  same  meeting  ye  Toun  made  Choyce  of  Uecn  Thomas  Hart, 
Jonathn  Lewis,”  and  five  others,  “to  viw  such  places  or  highways  as  are  thought  by  perticuler  persons 
not  to  be  necessary  to  Lye  for  highwayes  &  are  minded  to  make  exchange  for  other  Land.”  On  Dec  1 1 
1738  a  committee  reported  that  “ye  town  accept  of  ye  Doings  of  ye  Committee.”  ’ 

1735,  May  27.  Vol.  XII,  p  310  P  Ct,  Hartford:  Jonathan  Lewis  is  appraiser  of  estate  of  Samuel  Smith 
tanner  &  cordwainer  of  Kensington.  The  amount  was  £2,124-03-00.  On  July  6,  1742,  on  the  prayer  of 
the  widow,  the  Court  appointed  him  a  distributer  of  the  same. 


1738,  May  11.  Vol.  VI,  p  357  G  C:  “This  Assembly  do  establish  and  confirm  Mr  Jonath"  Lewiss  to  be 
Lieutenant  of  the  fifth  Company  or  trainband  in  the  town  of  Farmingtown,  and  order  that  he  be  com¬ 
missioned  accordingly.” 

1739,  May  9.  P  102  Camp:  Jonathan  Lewis  is  the  seventeenth  signer  among  twenty  six  who  petition 
“the  Hon.  Gen.  Assembly  of  his  Majesties  Eng.  Colony  of  Connecticut,”  showing  under  what  “great 
difficulty  we  attend  the  public  worship  of  God,  by  reason  of  the  length  &  badness  of  travel,  especially  at 
some  seasons  of  the  year.  We  humbly  pray  that  we  may  be  released  from  paying  one-third  part  of  the  year 
to  our  present  minister,  provided  we  procure  some  suitable  person  to  preach  to  us  the  time  above  speci¬ 
fied”.  This  petition  was  presented  next  day  to  the  “Hon.  Gen.  Assembly”  but  it  was  not  granted. 

1739,  Dec.  10.  Vol.  I,  p  233  T  V:  “There  was  Chossen  for  Listers  for  ye  year  ensuing  Jonathn  Lewis  ” 
one  of  nine. 


1740/  1,  Mch.  3.  Vol.  XIII,  p  83  P  Ct,  Hartford:  “Jonathan  Lewis  of  Farmington  in  right  of  his  wife, 
a  daughter  of  Elizabeth  Newell,  deceased,  now  appeals  from  a  decree  of  this  Court  granting  administra¬ 
tion  to  James  Newell  on  sd  estate  to  the  Superior  Court  Recog.  £10.”  Just  what  his  or  her  obiection  to 
James  Newell  was  does  not  appear,  though  it  is  a  fair  question  why  the  Court  should  appoint  a  cousin 
when  there  were  capable  and  unobjectionable  sons  or  sons-in-law  available. 

1741,  Oct.  8.  Vol.  VII,  p  1  G  A:  “This  Assembly  do  establish  and  confirm  Mr.  Jonathan  Lewis  to  be 
Captain  of  the  Second  Company  or  trainband  in  Kensington  parish,  and  order  that  he  be  commissioned 
accordingly.”  He  had  been  Lieutenant  of  the  company  for  three  years;  then  it  wjis  the  “5th  company  in 
Farmingtown.  This  company  of  which  he  is  now  Captain  was,  says  Camp,  formed  principally  from  New 
Britain,  the  three  officers  all  living  in  the  eastern  part  of  New  Britain.  John  Paterson  was  Lieutenant  and 
Daniel  Dewey,  Ensign. 

1741,  Dec.  14.  Vol.  I,  p  238  T  V:  “Att  ye  same  meeting  Sergt.  Wm  Porter  &  Left.  Joyles  Hooker  were 
Impowered  to  Confirm  Those  deeds  of  exchang  that  they  with  Dec.  Samuel  Woodruff  &  Capt  Jonathan 

Lewis  made  with  divors  persons  at  ye  West  Mountain  about  &  above  Poland” 

1741,  Dec.  14.  P  239  Do:  “The  town  made  choyc  of  Dec.  Thomas  Hart  &  Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis  & 
Mr.  William  Burnham,”  a  committee  to  sell  “ye  highway  fouer  rods  wide  lying  on  ye  Northwesternly  side 
of  Lamentation  mountain.” 


1743,  May  26.  P  47  Andrews:  Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis  and  David  Sage  are  two  of  a  committee  of  sev'en 
to  seat  at  their  discretion  all  males  above  eighteen  and  all  females  above  si.xteen  in  the  meeting  house 
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in  Kensington.  Rev.  William  Burnham,  first  pastor  since  1707,  was  still  in  active  command  and  so  con- 
tinned  for  seven  years  more  when  death  called  him  home. 

1745,  Oct.  10.  P  43  Do:  The  General  Assembly  meets  at  New  Haven  today  and  they  consider  the 
memorial  sent  to  them  by  fifty  residents  of  Kensington  who  desire  to  be  “set  ofl'as  a  parish  by  ourselves,” 
saying  they  are  three,  four  and  six  miles  from  the  Church  and  have  had  to  spend  “hundreds  of  pounds 
to  hire  preaching  among  themselves.”  Jonathan  Lewis  is  the  fortieth  to  sign.  The  lower  house  concurred, 
but  the  upper  house  “voted  Nay.” 

1746,  Dec.  8.  Vol.  I,  p  243  T  V:  “At  ye  same  meeting  Decon  Thomas  Hart  of  Kensington  Capt  Jon¬ 
athan  Lewis  &  Nathanel  Hart  were  chosen  a  Com'""  to  sel  to  ye  highest  bider  ye  highway  east  from 
Jonath  Edwards  house  to  Lamentation.” 

1749,  Aug.  1.  Vol.  XV,  p  316  P  Ct,  Hartford:  The  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Sergt.  Samuel  Seymour 
of  Kensington  is  taken  today,  Jonathan  Lewis  being  one  of  the  appraisers.  The  inventory  totalled  £575- 
08-03,  but  in  the  distribution  £1,353-03-06  was  divided  among  eight  heirs. 

1749/50,  Feb  y  1.  \'ol.  XVI,  p  202  Do:  The  big  estate  of  Joseph  Steele  of  Farmington  is  inventoried, 
and  Jonathan  Lewis  signs  it  as  an  appraiser.  The  total  was  £6,355-19-02. 

1749/50,  March  6.  Vol.  XV,  p  121  Do:  “Elizur  Steele  age  18,  and  Lucy  Steele  age  13,  children  of 
Joseph  Steele  chose  Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis  to  be  their  guardian.  Recog.  £300  for  each  minor.” 

1751,  May  10.  Vol.  I,  p  251  T  V:  Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis  &  Thomas  Hart  are  named  a  committee  for 
Kensington  who  are  “by  all  fitting  ways  and  means  to  Remove  all  such  encroachments  as  are  made  on 
the  Highways  or  Commons.” 

1752,  Apl.  27.  P  46  Andrews:  This  time  forty  two  inhabitants,  “some  of  us  living  in  the  southwest 
part  of  the  parish  of  Kensington,  and  others  of  us  living  in  the  north  part  of  said  parish  of  Kensington, 
humbly  sheweth”  to  the  Hon.  Gen.  Assembly  that  “for  a  great  part  of  the  year  they  can  not  without 
the  utmost  difficulty  attend  the  public  worship”  and  they  pray  once  more  for  a  separate  division,  but  it 
was  “negatived  ”.  Both  Jonathan  Lewis  and  son  Adonijah  are  signers  of  this  petition,  and  both  arc  of  the 
southwest  section. 

1753,  Jan’y  3.  Vol.  XV,  p  82  P  Ct:  On  the  move  of  Widow  Elizabeth  Steele,  the  Court  appoints  Capt. 
Jonathan  Lewis  chairman  of  a  committee  of  three  to  set  to  the  Relict  her  share  of  real  estate  in  the  above 
£6,355-19-02  inventory. 

1753,  May  8.  P  51  Andrews:  The  Kensington  society  appoints  a  committee  of  two  to  “Remonstrate 
against  the  Memorial  of  Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis  and  others  which  may  be  presented  at  the  May  session  of 
the  General  Assembly.”  This  petition  failed  also  but  the  next  effort  was  successful,  for  the  New  Britain 
Ecclesiastical  Society  was  incorporated  at  the  May  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  1754.  The  name  New 
Britain  was  not  used  before  this  time,  this  name  being  suggested  by  Col.  Isaac  Lee  in  honor  of  the  Mother 
Country,  to  distinguishjhe  new  society  from  that  of  Kensington. 

1753,  Dec.  10.  Vol.  I,  p  256  T  V:  “Att  a  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Farmington,  there  was  chosen 
for  Selectmen”  seven  men,  Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis  being  one. 

1753,  Dec.  10.  P  258  Do:  Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis  is  one  of  a  committee,  “to  exchange  Highways  in 
Kensington  and  on  Shuttle  Meadow  Mountain  as  they  judge  it  best  for  publick  advantage.” 

1754,  June  13.  P  121  Camp:  The  first  meeting  of  the  new  New  Britain  Society  is  held  today.  Some  of 
the  former  leaders  are  gone  but,  says  Andrews,  “they  left  still  living  Serg.  Benjamin  Judd,  active  in  both 
Church  and  Society,  and  Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis,  prominent  in  military,  town  and  society  affairs,  with  a 
goodly  number  of  younger  men,  with  stout  hearts  and  strong  arms.” 

1754,  Oct.  25.  P  122  Do:  A  New  Britain  Society  meeting  was  held  and  Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis  was 
chosen  moderator.  “At  the  same  meeting  it  w’as  agreed  by  vote  to  chuse  a  number  of  men  to  assist  ye 
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Survaicr  to  make  a  map  of  this  Society  &  find  the  Senter  of  the  same  as  Nigh  as  they  can  Att  the  same 
meeting,  Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis  &  Sergt.  Ebcnezer  Smith  &  Isaac  Lee  were  chosen  for  the  service  afor 


It  would  he  a  delight  to  all  New  Britain  if  a  copy  of  this  old  map  were  now  extant.  Mr.  James  Shepard 
has  constructed  one  as  of  1758  using  Prof.  Camp’s  record  of  roads  in  his  history,  together  with  a  map  of 
New'  Britain  made  in  1850  when  it  was  set  off  as  a  separate  town.  This  map  appears  in  the  150th  anni¬ 
versary  history  of  the  First  Church. 


1754,  Dec.  2.  P  123  Do:  At  the  first  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  held  a  few  weeks  after  the  site  for 
the  meeting-house  had  been  detennined,  we  read:  “Capt.  Johnathan  Lewis  was  Chosen  Moderator  to 
Moderate  in  said  .Meeting.” 

“At  the  Same  .Meeting  Capt.  John  Paterson  and  Insgn.  Elijah  Hart  &  Capt.  Johnathan  Lewis  ware 
Chosen  A  Comtt.  to  order  the  Prudentials  of  the  Society  for  the  Year  Insuing. 

“At  the  Same  Meeting  Capt.  John  Paterson  &  Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis  d  Insign  Elijah  Hart  were  Chosen 
Rate  Makers  for  the  Year  Insuing. 

“At  the  Same  Meeting  it  was  Voted  that  Capt.  Johnathan  Lewis  cS:  Capt.  Jno.  Paterson  be  a  Comtt. 
to  procuer  som  suitable  Candidate  or  Candidates  to  preach  the  Gospel  Amongst  us  and  to  call  in  A  Man 
on  Probation,  as  the  Society  shall  Direct. 

“At  the  same  meeting  it  was  Voted  &  Agreed  that  Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis  &  Capt.  John  Paterson  be 
Directed  to  use  all  Proper  Endeavoures  to  Procuer  Mr.  John  Bunnell  to  Com  into  this  Society  as  a  Pro¬ 
bationer,  in  order  to  Settil  in  the  Work  of  the  .Ministry  Amongst  us. 

“Voted  that  Capt.  Johnathan  Lewis  and  Sergt.  Ebenezer  Smith  et  Mr.  Noah  Stanley  be  a  Commit,  to 
aply  themselves  to  the  Townd  of  Farmington  in  behalf  of  this  Society  to  Desier  them  to  apoint  a  Commtt. 
fully  Impowered  to  Lay  out  Highways  by  exchanging  or  otherwise,  as  they  can  agree,  with  the  oners, 
and  where  they  judg  most  convenient  for  ye  accommodating  ye  Inhabitants  of  this  Society  to  travail 
to  ye  Place  Apointed  by  ye  County  Court  to  build  a  House  for  Religious  Worship.” 


1754,  Dec.  16.  P  125  Do:  The  following  vote  w’as  taken  at  the  house  of  Uriah  Judd,  close  to  the  pro¬ 
posed  site  of  the  Meeting  House:  “Att  the  Same  Metting  itt  was  voted  to  Build  a  Meeting  House  for 
Religious  Worship  at  the  Place  whare  the  County  Court  have  afixed  the  Stak  in  this  Society,  fourty  five 
feet  in  Length  &  thirty-five  feet  in  Wedth  &  twenty-two  feet  High  Between  Joysts;  and  also  that  Capt. 
Johnathan  Lewis  &  Sergt.  Ebenezer  Smith  &  Lieut.  Josiah  Lee  and  Mr.  Ladwick  Hotchkiss  &  Mr.  John 
Judd  be  a  Comt.  to  carry  on  the  Same  so  far  as  to  Git  the  Timber  for  said  House  &  Bring  it  to  said  Stak, 
and  also  Bords  Suffitient  for  floors  &  Bording  the  outsid  in  order  for  Clabording  &  Shingling  &  also  two 
thousand  of  white  pine  Bords  &  also  the  said  Comtt.  are  Directed  to  Alow  every  man  in  this  Society  to 
work  in  proportion  to  their  Lists,  if  they  see  caws,  and  that  the  value  of  Each  Man’s  work  be  computed 
by  said  Comtt.  As  finally  built,  it  was  80  by  64  feet  or  more  than  three  times  as  large  as  ordered  above. 


1755,  Apl.  13.  Vol.  IX,  p  10  C  H  S:  Jonathan  Luis”  is  in  the  Roll  of  Major  Robart  Denison’s  Third 
Company  in  the  First  Regiment  commanded  by  Maj.-Gen  Phineas  Lyman.  Two  regiments  of  six  com¬ 
panies  each  were  ordered  raised  by  the  General  Assembly  in  March  to  defend  the  Country  against  the 
encroachments  of  the  French.  Under  the  heading  “Dead  and  Captivated”  the  date  “Nov.  12”  is  entered 
against  Jonathan  Luis  indicating  that  he  was  actually  captured  that  date.  He  w'as  however  soon  released 
as  is  evident. 


1756,  Apl.  25.  P  133  Camp:  Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis  is  one  of  a  committee  of  twelve  “To  present  the 
vots  of  this  Society  to  Mr.  Amos  Fowler  and  use  their  Influence  with  him  to  Tary  amongst  us,  &  if  the 
Terms  proposed  appear  Insuffitient,  to  Endeavor  to  Acquaint  themselves  with  what  will  be,  as  also  Receive 
his  Answer  and  Mak  Report  to  this  Society,  at  their  next  Meeting.”  Rev.  Mr.  Fowler  agreed  to  all  the 
terms  and  the  Society  to  all  of  his  terms,  but  yet  he  finally  w'ent  to  Guilford  as  colleague  of  Rev  Thomas 
Ruggles. 
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.oiT  fi  ac  ‘ctaboa  aifd  ojnl  mo^  oj  Uaiirina’  rtrlut  ilri  rju»i4  o?  iwnfoy«al»a3  aaqom^  Ifa  atu  ol  baiaaiKl 

Mi  iK?rn;  n;A  yutiniM  a^lJ  ^Q  wti  ni  Hm2  oJ  aabao  nl  .lanoUsd 

OJ  .j'tmmoD  n  art  vvlnRiE  rinoV!  .iM  A.iblmJ>  r)rariadil  .I8*fa2  bn#  tiwaJ  ruritandoj.  .JqiO  lariJ  bsJoV*" 
.umnicO  K  t*!  cnariJ  iai»G  oJ  yjalao3  ^irii  lot^rfad  ni  noJitnkmiiH  to  hnwoT  aril  ol  taviatmariJ  ylqa 
.iTMio  uls  dU*^  ,  .aijjfl;  riw.  yartJ  m  .tjf.iwtwito  to  ^^otertPriwa  yd  *xiiwri«iH  luo  yaJ  oi  baiawoqrtjl  >clliit 
ImvBiJ  bJ  \crabo2>)rii  to  eJriaJldwjjii  ay  jjJitifibbm  nOjao  ay  loi  Imlnavnoo  itocn  yarij  aaariw  bn* 
".qirttKiV/  ttioialllil  lot  'liiJoU  B  blfaid  «>J  MooD  yinucO  ay  yd  balrOoqA  aoel*!  ay  ol 

•oiq  ariJ  ol  a*ola  .bbu^  rluhli  to  a«U?>riaclJ  Jo  na:bii  ^w  rrtov  yiiwoUol  ariT  roQ  iXIT  .dl  .aaO  .K2Ti 
ad)  atuol  I  jnHauM  b  blluH  oj  tp>l«>v  ««rtr  lit  gniiJaM  arnaZ  aril  ilA’*  :a*ooH  gnilaaM  aril  to  alN  batoq 
avii  ynnot  .yiacoZ  tuH  oJ  ri$32  jrii  Lwt#  avml  m<0  yinuoO  aril  tiBriw  w«n  ariJ  jb  qiritioW  tuofgib;!. 
.iqiO  Jxjril^nlc  bnu  j^iiyqt  rii^H  Jail  owl'ylnawi  A  rijbaW  a*  laat  avft*yliiHl  A  rii^ptaJ  ni  Jaat  ^ 

nriol.  .iM  ii  wWdatoH  iaiwbaJ  .ihX  bnu  a-jJ  riaiM»(,  .jtmiJ  A  rtjiniZ  iano*d3  .ijiag  A  tiiwaJ  nartlwiriol 
,iLi?.  bitt  01  Ii  JjnUa^  azoo!  i  Wo?  «>i  ladrmT  atU  4iO  ol  t«  i»t  oe  atrmZ  aril  no  yno  ol  imcO  a  ad  bl^l 
owl  <vir.  A  aJillyriliJ^  A  ytiUitodt  ID  vri  labio  ni  W>J(jo  aril  jjMbioO  A  wo(4)  ttA  maiiiTluZ  <!jioa^od«  brw 
u7  yiatJoZ  -itfj  ni  itwn  yova  wolA  oj  bdl'jaiiO  ait  JlnvO  Wik  aril  otla  A  tboofl  afrtq  aJiifwto  bn*>*^oo|^^ 
LaJir  jrnoa  -jd  )hoW  rtaafl  in  atifnv  atlJ  ijiriJ  bno  ,twiiaaat  yariJ  ti  ,tnU  ilariJ  oo  nuliaoqoiq  nl  iiow » 

.avodc  baiabio  ac  agial  ««  tanili  aairtJ  nctlJ  aibm  io  Jaat  ki  yd  Ji ,  Jliod  yllsnri  «A  ”.11111(0  bint  ytf 

biiriT  tViotinaCI  Ju/fofl  loisM  to  UoJt  aril  nl  ki  ’'^tU  nerilwwl,”  ^  3 

•inoj  xi*  to  ifjnafni^ai  (»wT  .riainyJ  £000111*^1  yd  babnr.tiunoa  j|jafiri|r>>l  inlT  aril  nl  ynBqnicO 

arij  Jknlttge  yiinooO  aril  bmlab  o*  rtaiei/  ni  yJd(fPW4rA  IcrarbO  aril  yd  baeici  i.aiatr»  anaw  rbaa  *ai^ 
baiaina  ei  ’TI  .voU  *'  aJ»b  ariJ  '*  btdnvliqiiD  bob  bftaCT*’  ynibeart  aril  tabnU  .(tatiai3  aril  to  eimmiboofanb 
L'jiiBalai  noo*  iavav«>ri  jnw  al  l  .aiob  isill  b*/ioJqea  yflBiiiaa  ?iiw  art  inriJ  yiiriiaoibni  thiJ  nuriJanob  itniiHB 
-  -  • .inabivs  «l  «b  ' 

aril  /n’^tavj  oT*'  avhtwj  to  »»3llrrunoo  •  to  ano  ri  etwvl  ncriJ«iK>t  IqaO  iqinaD  C£l  *1  .25  .IqA  ^T1 
aril  It  A  .all  iiqtiofn#  yiaT  oj  treri  riJiw  a  >na«jAtit  ilarfl  a*u  bn«  ib1wo3  tomA  .iM  of  yialaoZ  tirtJ  to  tfov 
otllt  wi  iad  INw  lariw  riJtw  «avlatmaHJ  inbtuj^aA  ol  K>vtabn3  ol  .jnaijfllwni  jBaqqt  baaoq^  tnmT 
aril  llu  OJ  baaijji.  latwot  .iM  .va^  '*  yiltaaM  Jiwfi  riarit  ta  .ytaiO(«  tirii  ol  fioqa>l  jlaM  bna  -nwtnAtW 
wnoorfT  4vaJI  to  «uae«>ll(»  te  biritlloO  of  Jnaw  yllanrt  ari  Jay  lud  .tnrni  tiri  to  Ka  ot  yiaboZ  aril  bna  timaf 
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1756,  Oct.  5.  P  134  Do:  At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  held  today,  Sergt.  Judah  Hart,  Mr.  Noah  Stanley 
and  Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis  were  chosen  a  committee  to  supply  the  pulpit.  Rev.  James  Taylor  was  at 
length  secured  and  preached  for  some  nine  months  during  1756-57. 

1756,  Dec.  13.  \'ol.  I,  p  265  T  V,  Farmington:  “Att  the  same  meeting  Capt.  Joseph  Portter  was  by  a 
major  voatc  Released  from  his  office  of  Selectman  and  Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis  was  chosen  in  his  Room.” 
On  Dec.  12,  1757,  the  Captain  was  regularly  re-elected. 

1757  8,  Mch.  6.  P  138  Camp:  A  committee  of  five,  Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis,  chainnan,  was  chosen  "to 
assist  Mr.  John  Smalley  in  gathering  ye  Rev’d  South  Association  of  Hartford  County  in  order  for  his 
Examination,  and  if  approved  by  sd  association,  then  to  appoint  a  day  of  Fast,  and  yc  Ordination  day, 
and  every  thing  else  Necessary  previous  to  or  on  his  ordination  day.” 

1758,  Dec.  4.  P  142  Do:  From  minutes  of  the  Annual  meeting  of  the  Society:  “Att  the  same  meeting 
Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis,  Lieut  Elijah  Hart  and  Lieut.  Daniel  Dewey  were  chosen  a  comtt  to  prepare  a 
Memoriall  to  yc  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Farmington,  praying  them  in  their  Wanted  Goodne.ss  to 
Grant  to  Mr.  John  Smalley  our  Rev’d  Pastor  about  twelve  acres  of  land  in  ye  40  Rod  Highway,  or  in  some 
such  Place  or  Places  as  a  comtt.  appointed  by  ye  Inhabitants  of  Farmington  shall  Judg  most  Convenient 
for  yc  said  Mr.  Smalley,  and  Least  Detrimcntall  to  yc  Publick.”  The  town  acquiesced  [Vol.  I,  p  269, 
Farmington]  and  voted  to  give  him  land  on  the  present  west  side  of  Main  street,  which  extended  from 
Broad  street  southerly  nearly  to  the  railroad  crossing.  Dr.  Smalley  sold  it  to  Col.  Isaac  Lee,  and  bought 
on  East  st.,  the  former  plot  becoming  known  as  “Colonel  Lee’s  old  field.” 

1758/  9,  Jan’y  8.  P  143  Do:  At  a  meeting  of  the  Society,  Dr.  Smalley  now  being  installed,  steps  were 
taken  to  finish  the  meeting-house,  which  though  incomplete  had  been  used  for  two  years  and  a  half  for 
services  and  town  meetings.  “Att  the  same  meeting  Cap'  Jonth"  Lewis  Cap'  Josiah  Lee  &  M'  Tho’  Stanley 
ware  chosen  Com"  to  Underpin  the  Meeting  House.” 

1760,  Dec.  8.  Vol.  1,  p  273  T  V,  Farmington:  Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis  is  elected  one  of  seven  selectmen 
for  the  year. 

1762,  Dec.  13.  P  281  Do:  Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis  was  chosen  a  committeman  “for  the  procuring  of 
Highways  by  way  of  Exchang  and  for  Remouving  Nuscncys  of  Highways.”  He  was  also  made  chairman 
of  a  committee  to  “remove  nusancys  from  the  Highways  in  the  Society  of  New  Brittain”,  but  he  declined 
this  office  and  another  was  elected  “in  his  room.” 

1763,  Apl.  13.  P  148  Camp:  The  Society  considers  the  matter  of  helping  Mr.  Smalley,  who  was  now 
getting  ready  to  marry,  to  get  his  house  built.  Hence,  “At  the  same  Meeting  Capt.  Joh"  Lewis,  Chm.,”  and 
seven  others,  “ware  chosen  a  Commit  to  Repare  to  the  ReV^  Mr.  Smalley  &  with  him  make  a  Computa¬ 
tion  what  his  House  will  cost  and  what  Mr.  Smalley  can  Disburse  towards  the  same,  and  say  how  much 
the  remainder,  how  best  to  be  paid  and  in  How  Many  Rates;  and  when  each  rate  must  be  paid.” 

1768,  9,  January.  P  144  Do:  At  a  Society  Meeting,  it  was  “Voted  that  Capt.  Jonathan  Lewes,  Moses 
.Andrews  &  Tim>’  Stanley  be  directed  to  employ  Capt.  Judah  Woodruff  or  some  other  workman  to  finish 
the  unfinished  work  of  the  Meeting  House,  viz:  the  Plastering  the  Walls  and  overhead,  besides  the  mak¬ 
ing  the  seats  provided  he  will  undertake  and  completely  finish  the  same  for  41/  10s,  or  under  that  sum.” 

1772.  P  75  Andrews:  On  the  “Tax  List  of  New  Britain  Parish,  1772”,  taken  from  the  Farmington 
Records,  we  find:  “Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis  £30-10-00;  Adonijah  Lewis  £54-06-00;  William  Lewis  £69-06- 
00.”  There  are  111  naines  on  this  list,  Nathan  Booth  having  the  highest  assessment  at  £172-10-00.  It  is 
evident  that  Jonathan  had  already  given  to  his  sons  the  bulk  of  his  property. 

1776,  Aug.  25.  Vol.  Ill,  pp  100  101  P  Ct,  Farmington:  “In  the  Name  of  God  Amen  this  25"’  day  of 
August  1776  I  being  advanced  in  age  and  infirm  in  body  though  of  a  sound  mind  and  memory  blessed  be 
God  and  being  willing  seasonably  to  settle  such  worldly  Estate  as  it  hath  pleased  God  to  bless  me  with 
do  make  and  Publish  this  my  last  will  &.  Testament  that  is  to  say  first  of  all  1  will  that  all  my  debts  and 
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bns  '\4«0  .itlvrjJ  -rkiL  .iqftTl  Jinfiaa//  snii*  »di  iA'*  .jonaH  Jllud  atuod  sid  ia|  .x^****  o*  'tbaai  gnlmi 
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‘5(nfn  aH  J  sablsod  .bnaihavo  bm  dlcW  alb  ^nHausn  ad)  •  z'r/  ,atooH  sufliv^  ad)  lo  allow  barltlntlnu  ad) 
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noTsuinmn^  adi  nml  najis)  ,‘* £77 1  .rtths^  nUJhQ  waH  lo  J*ij  xsT"  ad)  nO  rrwaibnA  C?  *1  XHI 
wwa.J  tmilliW  ,00-^Rl  «iwaJ  ds(inabA  ;0B^I-0i3  ri'#aj  nsrfisnoL  JqsD**  :bnil  »w  jtlbieoiSl 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


5  my  Exmuo rfhL'a to  “f  Estate 

-Item  1  will  and  bequeath  to  my  two  Sons  Adonijah  and  William  all  mv  Estate  both  real  and  Personal 

arpaid  ‘And ’l‘’do  ^'’^b  °r"  Einerall  Charges 

Executors'  to  ihis  ms  lit  \Wl7*'-?°'r  T  Adonijah  and  William  to  be  my 

Wi?sTT„!?a  .  '  ^  Testament  hereby  revoking,  disallowing  and  disannulling  all  former 

'”>•  ^  «ecl„re  .  publish  z 

Jonathan  Lewis  &  Seal 

and  T  who  was  desired  by  the  Testator  to  be  witnesses  to  this  his  last  Will 

be  his  last  Wn  &  TltaLl;;."'"  ="‘'  '<> 

Joseph  Woodruff,  Isaac  Lee,  Joseph  Woodruff  June '' 

6  wnii’am  Leifs  an  of  F  "We  Jonathan  Lewis,  Adionijah  Uwis 

LvM  W  if  ' Lawful  .  .  ,  !  do  sell  „„to 

Rev  d  John  Smalley  .  O'te  certain  piece  of  Land  in  the  Society  of  New  Britain  &  is  south  of  the 

nalfl"’ '"e'tty  eight  Acres  as  it  is  Butted  &  bounded  North 

sffthln^AsahTr'’‘'d  T  Goodrich  6t  part  on  John  Hollister,  East  on  Elisha  Booth 

South  on  Asahcl  Goodrich  «  part  on  Elijah  Hooker  ....  West  on  John  Lee.”  ’  ' 

/S"’ r  Jonathan  Lewis  dies  at  home  in  the  New  Britain 

parish  of  Berlin,  which  had  been  set  off  from  Farmington  in  1785.  A  headstone  in  the  New  Britain  ceme¬ 
tery  marks  his  grav-e  as  follows.  Note  error  in  the  age.  He  was  91,  not  94:  “In  Memory  I  of  Cant  I 
Jonathan  Lewis  |  who  died  Jan’y  15th  |  A  D  1788  |  in  the  94th  year  [  of  his  age.”  ' 

1788,  Mch.  16.  Vol.  I,  p  101  P  Ct:  “At  a  Court  of  Probate  holden  at  Farmington  for  the  District  of 
SnlT  '  T  ''  ^  TestamenAvas  Exhibited  in  Cc« 

the  mt  ■■  Nltwentr'’™  f"'  d”'''''"''  “  ''"P'  P"  Executors  not  accepting 

rrart  nrfhf>  /  I  5  u  ^nly  two  children  survived  him  and  the  greater 

part  of  the  estate  had  been  given  to  them  before  he  died.  ° 

Camp  has  this  short  appreciation  of  his  career  in  his  New  Britain  History:  "Jonathan  Lewis  was  one 
of  the  prominent  members  of  the  Kensington  Society  for  nearly  thirty  years  before  the  divisiol  Ind 
organization  of  the  New  Britain  Society;  and  after  the  division  he  wls  one  of  the  leade  of  fhe  iattef 

ff  flf'q  r  had  his  home  at  the  South  I, d 

f  East  Street  near  Christian  Lane.  The  liouse  occupied  by  him,  and  later  by  his  son  Adjoniiah  is  sup- 

posed  to  have  been  the  first  house  of  the  Great  Swamp  Parish  within  the  limits  of  New  Britain  ffis  farm 

hlldfol^^^"  ’’  Adjonijah-  He  was  prominent  in  military  and  civil  affairs’ 

ng  various  offices  in  the  military  company  until  he  was  commissioned  Captain.  The  title  was  after^ 

m,  "“’"c  -hool  committee  of  Kensington  il  mO  aid 

ill  ;  "af  "‘’"h  '>'■  h''™'  Britain  part  of  the  parish  in  1739  and  vet 

was  appointed  by  the  Kensington  Society  one  of  the  committee  to  seat  the  new  or  second  mecti’no  house 
m  Kensington  in  1743.  He  was  a  petitioner  for  a  division  of  the  society  from  1745  to  1752  and  slronRlv 
advocated  he  measure.  After  the  New  Britain  Society  and  Church  were  organized,  he  'tls 
chairrnan  of  the  Committee  that  as  agents  of  the  parish  memorialized  the  town  of  Farmington  for  a  grant 
of  land  to  Rev.  John  Smalley,  pastor  of  the  Church.  He  was  much  respected  and  est™ined." 

CHILDREN 

(all  bom  in  Kensington  parish  of  Farmington  on  south  end  of  East  street) 

1.  PHEBE  b.  Dec.  5,  1720;  she  d.  Jan’y  17,  1724,^5,  s  4  years 
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2.  CORP’L  ADONIJAH  b.  July  12,  1722;  m.  July  31,  1760,  Mary  Brunson  (see  below) 

3.  JONATHAN  b.  Apl.  17,  1725;  he  d.  Sept.  30,  1727,  ac  2  years 

4.  WILLIAM  b.  1727;  m  (1)  Oct.  I,  1767,  Hannah  Mather;  he  d.  1820,  ac  93  she  d.  Fcb’y  15,  1773,  jc  23  2  ch 

He  was  forty  before  he  married,  similar  to  brother  Adonijah  who  was  thirty  eight,  and  each  had  wives  about 

20  years  younger.  Wife  Hannah  has  .stone  in  New  Britain  cemetery.  He  m  (2)  Oct.  20,  1774,  A:uba  Gridley,  4  ch 

22  years  his  junior,  who  died  in  1836,  a:  87.  Andrews  says,  "they  lis’cd  on  old  homestead  of  his  father,  iust 
south  of  the  Town  House,  on  the  West  side  of  East  street,  said  to  be  the  oldest  house  in  New  Britain,  built 
near  the  present  (1862)  house  erected  by  Edwin  Bclden.” 

5.  THOMAS  b.  1729;  m.  Anna  Andrews;  he  d.  Mch.  4,  1753,  a*  29  she  d. 

His  wife  was  from  Glastonbury.  He  has  stone  in  the  New  Britain  cemetery.  She  died  in  child  bed. 

6.  LUCY  b.  1730;  she  d.  Nov.  20,  1757,  x  27 

She  was  unmarried;  has  stone  in  New  Britain  cemetery. 


CORP’L  ADONIJAH  LEWIS  b.  July  12,  1722 

MARY  BRONSON  m.  July  31,  1760 

b.  Feb’y  8,  1742  3  d.  Dec.  22,  1799 

d.  Feb’y  8,  1790,  a?  47  a?  77 

1742/3,  Feb’y  8.  Vol.  VII,  p  E,  L  R:  “Mary 
Bronson  Daughter  to  James  Bronson  &  Hannah 
his  wife  Born  Feb’y  8th,  1742  3.’’  Sisters  and 
brother,  L^'dia,  Eldad,  Sarah  and  Rozanna  are  re¬ 
corded  with  her  at  Farmington. 

1743,  May  13.  P  212  Soutliington  Hist  (1875): 
Mary  Brunson  is  baptized  today  at  the  Church 
in  Southington,  by  Rev.  Jeremiah  Curtiss. 

1761,  Oct.  18.  P  126  Andrews:  The  New  Britain 
Society  Church  is  now  three  years  old  and  we  find 
“Mary,  wife  of  Adonijah  Lewis,”  owning  the 
covenant  there  today.  She  is  thirteenth  on  the  roll 
of  Covenanters  and  is  but  eighteen  years  old  as 
yet.  Her  husband  on  the  other  hand  is  thirty  nine 
and  on  the  same  day  he  joins  the  Church  with  her 
but  in  full  communion. 

1768,  July  3.  P  167  Do:  Seven  years  after  own¬ 
ing  the  covenant,  “  Mary  wife  of  Adonijah  Lewis,” 
joins  the  Church  in  full  membership  and  is  the  one 
hundred  and  eleventh  to  join  same. 

1790,  Feb’y  8.  GSR:  It  is  an  unusually  sad 
birthday  when  the  death  angel  calls,  and  this  is 
what  happened  on  the  forty  seventh  birthday  of 
Mary  Bronson  Lewis.  A  headstone  marks  her 
grave  in  the  New  Britain  cemetery.  The  inscrip¬ 
tion  reads:  “In  memory  of  i  Mrs.  Mary  j  Consort 
of  Mr.  I  Adonijah  Lewis  j  who  died  Feb.  |  8th  A  D, 
1790.  I  in  the  48'*’  year  j  of  her  age.”  This  stone 
(1920)  lies  flat  on  the  ground  broken  in  two  pieces. 


1722,  July  12.  Vol.  II,  p  104  L  R:  “Adonijah 
Lewis  son  to  Jonathan  Lewis  Born  July  12th  ano 
Dom  1722.”  He  was  born  in  the  new  house  which 
his  grandfather  William  had  built  for  Adonijah’s 
parents  near  the  south  end  of  old  East  street.  New 
Britain,  only  two  or  three  years  before.  A  part  of 
this  old  house  “still  lives”  as  the  front  part  of  the 
modernized  house  which  stands  some  300  feet 
north  of  South  street  facing  East  on  present  Rocky 
Hill  avenue.  Since  this  was  the  tenth  house  to  be 
built  within  New  Britain  limits,  it  is  seen  that 
Adonijah  was  numbered  among  the  first  few  chil¬ 
dren  to  be  born  in  this  city.  He  was  26  when  the 
town  drafted  him  for  service  as  follows: 

1748,  Dec.  12.  Vol.  1,  p  245  T  V,  Farmington: 
“Att  the  same  meetting  there  was  chosen  for  sur- 
vayer  of  Highway  Adonajah  Lewis  for  Kensington 
Society.” 

1752,  Apl.  27.  P  46  Andrews:  Ever  since  1739 
Adonijah’s  father  Jonathan  had,  with  other  resi¬ 
dents  of  East  street  and  the  northern  part  of  Ken¬ 
sington  parish,  been  petitioning  the  General 
Court  for  a  separate  Church,  at  least  during  a  part 
of  the  year.  On  a  petition  of  this  date  Adonijah 
appears  for  the  first  time  in  addition  to  Jonathan, 
being  among  those  “from  the  southwest  part  of 
the  parish  of  Kensington.”  As  with  all  the  others, 
however,  it  was  “negatived”  by  the  General  As¬ 
sembly.  Adonijah  was  now  thirty  years  old.  Prob¬ 
ably  he  had  already  learned  the  blacksmith  trade 
and  possibly  had  set  up  his  shop  which,  according 
to  Camp,  was  located  at  the  extreme  south  end  of 
old  East  street  near  its  junction  with  Christian 
Lane.  His  shop  was  the  first  one  in  South  end  of 
New  Britain  and  probably  antedated  the  shop  of 
our  Thomas  Richards  which  was  the  first  in  the 
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north  end.  Both  shops  compete  for  the  honor  of  being  the  very  first  within  the  confines  of  New  Britain. 
As  yet  Adonijah  has  not  married  and  until  he  does  he  probably  lived  with  his  firther  who  had  his  house 
close  by  the  shop  around  the  bend.  Camp  says,  “1  le  worked  the  farm  for  a  part  of  the  time  and  spent 
part  of  the  time  at  the  blacksmith  shop.  1  lis  name  is  in  the  public  records  as  a  man  of  public  spirit  and 
business  and  was  especially  active  in  the  welfare  of  the  new  Society  of  New  Britain.” 

1753,  Dec.  10.  Vol.  I,  p  257  T  V,  Farmington:  "Att  the  same  meeting  there  was  chosen  for  Listers 
Adonijah  Lewis,”  among  the  nine. 

1754,  Dec.  9.  P  260  Do:  Adonijah  Lewis  is  elected  one  of  eight  constables,  and  for  the  next  five  sue- 
cessive  elections,  he  was  voted  into  the  same  office. 

1755,  April  7.  P  236  Do:  “Att  a  freemens  meeting  Adonijah  Lewis  &  Selah  Hart”  are  two  of  the  15 
made  free. 

1757,  August.  Vol.  7,  p  34  Rev.  War:  In  the  French  &  Indian  War,  in  which  his  father  was  likewise 
engaged,  Adonijah  Lewis  was  a  Corporal  in  Major  Flirur  Talcott’s  company.  Sixth  Regiment,  Conn., 
called  for  services  on  an  alarm  for  relief  of  Fort  William  Henry.  He  was  among  the  nine  who  rode  horses 
from  Farmington,  there  being  62  in  the  company,  and  his  service,  like  that  of  most  of  them,  was  for  17 
days. 

1759,  Dec.  18.  Vol.  I,  p  271  T  V,  Farmington:  "Att  the  same  meeting  there  was  chosen  for  Colectors 
to  gather  the  Town  rate  for  the  current  yeare  Adonijah  Lewis,”  with  five  others. 

1760,  July  31.  Vol.  XI,  p  592  L  R,  Farmington:  Now  a  veteran  of  the  war  and  thirty  eight  years  old 
he  takes  Mary  Bronson  for  his  bride  at  seventeen  and  one-half  years.  Rev.  Benjamin  Chapman  tied  the 
wedding  knot  at  Southington,  probably  at  her  home  there.  The  Town  reeord  reads:  “Adonijah  Lewis  and 
Mary  Brownson  were  Joyned  in  marriage  July  31,  1760.”  Andrews  says  Adonijah  had  house  where  now 
(1862)  John  Ellis  lives.  He  says  the  same  thing  also  about  Isaac  Lewis.  But  Isaac  Lewis,  who  was 
Adonijah’s  uncle,  had  moved  to  Southington  before  1727,  and  it  was  thus  quite  possible  for  both  to  have 
occupied  the  same  house.  Between  Isaac’s  removal  and  Adonijah 's  marriage  it  may  have  been  cither 
sold  or  rented  or  idle  until  Adonijah’s  family  revivified  it.  The  site  was  beautifully  located  on  an  eleva¬ 
tion  which  commanded  a  splendid  view  of  the  surrounding  country  in  every  direction.  It  faces  south  on 
South  street  about  500  feet  from  the  corner  of  Rocky  Hill  avenue. 

1761,  Oct.  18.  P  160  Andrews:  Adonijah  Lewis  joins  the  new  Church  at  New  Britain,  and  is  No.  88 
on  the  New  Britain  First  Church  roll  of  members.  His  young  bride  on  the  same  day  owned  the  covenant. 

1763,  Dec.  12.  Vol.  I,  p  284  T  V,  Farmington:  “There  was  chosen  for  Listers  Adonijah  Lewis,”  among 
ten;  but  he  declined  the  office. 

1772.  P  75  Andrews:  On  a  “Tax  List  of  New  Britain  Parish  1772,”  Adjonijah  Lewis  is  one  of  the  1 1 1 
citizens  taxed.  His  assessment  was  £54'06'00.  This  was  close  to  the  Revolution.  Tlie  entire  assessment 
for  New  Britain  was  £6,1 83-00-00. 

1776,  Aug.  25.  His  father  makes  will  in  these  words:  “  Item  I  will  and  bequeath  to  my  two  Sons  Adonijah 
and  William  all  my  estate  both  real  and  Personal  forever  wherever  it  may  be  found  to  be  equally  divided 
between  them  after  my  Debts  and  funeral  Charges  are  paid  ....  and  I  do  hereby  Constitute  and 
appoint  my  two  sons  Adonijah  and  William  to  be  my  Executors  to  this  my  last  Will  &  Testament.” 

1778,  Mch.  16.  At  a  Court  of  Probate  held  in  Farmington  the  father’s  will  was  approved;  but  it  is 
added,  “the  Executors  (Adonijah  &  William)  not  accepting  the  trust.”  The  cause  of  this  refusal  does  not 
appear  nor  can  we  imagine  it  unless  both  were  under  long-time  sickness.  No  other  executors  seem  to  have 
been  appointed,  hence  they  probably  did  carry  out  the  trust. 

1785,  May  9.  Vol.  I,  p  246  L  R,  Berlin,  &  Vol.  Ill,  p  338  L  R,  Berlin:  Adonijah  and  William  Lewis 
sell  to  Thankful  Booth  9j^  acres,  on  “Walnut  Hill  so  called,”  for  £57;  and  on  same  day  to  Elijah  Dickin¬ 
son,  one  acre  “on  Walnut  Hill  so  called,  on  the  North  westerly  part  of  our  land  in  FariViington,”  for  £6. 
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From  this  date  down  to  1794  Adonijah  f’ivcs  13  warantce  deeds  for  various  amounts  of  land.  Records  of 
two  of  these  follow.  Tlie  first  one  would  indicate  that  he  was  disposing  of  the  homestead  to  son  Seth  with 
the  idea  of  retiring  from  active  business  and  spending  his  remaining  days  with  Seth’s  family.  His  wife 
had  died  before  the  1791  deed  was  drawn. 

1790.  P  33  Conn.  Divn,  U.  S.  Census:  Under  “Berlin  Town”,  447  heads  of  families  are  recorded. 
“Adonijah  Lewis”  appears  with  “2  free  white  males  of  16  years  and  upward,  including  heads  of  himilies,” 
one  “free  white  male  under  16  years,”  and  two  “free  white  females  including  heads  of  families.”  Of  the  12 
children  five  at  least  have  died  by  this  time,  perhaps  six.  All  tlie  rest  are  now  single  and  are  living  at  home 
except  one  or  two  who  are  teaching  perhaps  or  working  away  from  home. 

1791,  Apl.  27.  Vol.  Ill,  p  50  L  R:  “1  Adjonijah  Lewis  of  Berlin  for  the  consideration  of  £27  Lewful 
Money  received  of  Seth  Lewis  of  sd  Berlin  ....  do  sell  to  him  ....  my  lot  of  land  in  New  Britain 
Society  in  sd  Berlin,  on  which  my  dwelling  house  stands,  containing  five  acres  &  one  half  acre,  with  the 
Buildings  thereon  and  is  butted  South  on  highway,  W'est  on  John  Andrus’s  land,  5:  part  on  Samuel 
Whittlesey’s  land.  East  on  .Abel  Allis  land;  reserving  the  improvements  of  the  premises  three  years  from 
the  date  hereof.” 

1794,  Sept.  25.  Vol.  5,  p  49  L  R:  “We  Adnojah  Lewis  and  Seth  Lewis,  both  of  the  town  of  Berlin,  for 
.  .  .  .  £140  Lawful  money  received  of  Ebenecer  Bishop  of  sd  Berlin,  do  sell  to  him  ....  our  Home- 
lot  lying  in  New  Britain  Society,  in  sd  Berlin  containing  seventeen  acres  of  land  together  with  the  Build¬ 
ings  thereon  standing  and  is  butted  East  on  Abel  Allis’s  land,  South  on  highway  in  part.  North  on  Lemuel 
Whittlesey’s  Land,  West  part  on  Thos.  Booth’s  land,  and  part  on  Asahel  Doming  or  John  Goodrich’s 
land  and  South  part  on  sd  Deming’s  or  Coodrich’s  land.” 

1799,  Dec.  22.  GSR:  Seventy  seven  years  have  been  reached  and  Adonijah  Lewis  is  called  home.  He 
lived  thirty  more  years  than  his  wife,  but  only  ten  years  after  her.  He  died  intestate  at  the  home  of  Dr. 
John  Andrews,  his  son-in-law  -  just  eight  days  after  the  death  of  George  Washington,  the  Father  of  his 
Country.  He  lies  buried  in  the  New  Britain  Cemetery  and  a  headstone  marks  his  grave  reading:  “In 
Memory  of  [  Mr.  Adonijah  Lewis  |  who  died  |  Dec.  22,  1799.” 

Camp  says,  “The  early  settlers  of  New  Britain  were  many  of  them  heads  of  large  families.  Seth  Stanley 
and  wife  had  sixteen  children;  Ebenezer  Steele  Jr.,  fifteen;  Benjamin  Judd,  Lemuel  Hotchkiss  and  Adoni¬ 
jah  Lewis,  all  living  on  East  Street,  and  Nathaniel  Churchill,  twelve  each;  Colonel  Gad  Stanley,  Ben¬ 
jamin  Hart,  Jehudi  Hart,  and  Ebenezer  Steele,  each  eleven.”  On  page  412  of  his  history.  Camp  gives  this 
biographical  sketch:  “Adonijah  Lewis,  son  of  Captain  Jonathan,  .  .  .  .  had  home  at  the  south  end  of 
East  street,  on  the  farm  inherited  from  his  father.  He  worked  upon  the  farm  a  part  of  the  time,  but  he 
had  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  and  this  occupied  a  portion  of  his  time.  He  was  active  in  public 
matters  and  especially  interested  in  the  Welfare  of  the  new  Society  of  New  Britain.  He  had  a  large  family, 
several  members  of  which  became  residents  of  the  centre  of  the  Society. 

“Three  of  the  sons  of  Adonijah  Lewis,  having  learned  the  tinner’s  trade,  (which  was  first  started  in  the 
U.  S.  at  Kensington,  Conn.,  in  1740h  established  shops  in  the  New  Britain  parish.  The  business  was  at 
first  conducted  on  East  Street  by  Seth  Lewis  before  1800.  A  few  years  later,  his  brother  Erastus  Lewis, 
had  his  tin  shop  on  the  West  side  of  Main  street  near  where  George  Hart’s  house  now’  stands  (18S9j. 
Another  brother,  Isaac  Lewis,  about  the  same  time,  established  the  tin  business  in  Stanley  Quarter. 
Erastus  Lewis,  after  manufacturing  tin  ware  for  some  years  on  the  w'est  side  of  Main  street,  commenced 
making  clock  weight’s  and  bells,  and  it  was  not  long  before  these  clocks  and  bells  w'ere  sold  in  the  Southern 
and  Western  States  with  the  brass  goods  and  tinware.  Erastus  eventually  moved  his  business  to  Water- 
bury.” 

1800,  June  19.  Vol.  5,  p  162-3  P  Ct,  Farmington:  “An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Mr.  Adonijah  Lewis 
late  of  Berlin  dec’d  taken  by  us  the  subscribers  under  oath: 

Hat  .50,  blk  coat  2.50,  do  vest  1.00,  old  coat  .44,  great  coat  1. 00  .  .  .  .  .  .  $  5.44 

velvet  breeches  1.50,  blue  do  .34,  leather  do  .59,  old  do  .17  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2.60 
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woolen  trowsers  1.00,  linin  do  .44.  silk  h’d'k’ff. 40,  vest  .12 
old  do  .OS,  2  linin  shirts  1.00,  old  do  .13,  2  old  hhm  do  .25 

worsted  hose  .75,  blue  do  .50,  old  do  .25,  white  do  .09 
linin  do  .12,  old  blk  do  .03,  Ixwts  2.00,  shoes  .SO 
leather  gloves  .25,  silver  knee  buckles  .42,  feather  bed  4.00 
under  do  .20,  bolster  .34,  bed  quilt  3.00,  bikt  .40,  old  do  .03 
2  whire  do  .50,  3  linin  sheets  .75,  bedstead  &  cord  1.00 
large  pewter  bason  .50,  3  pint  do  .17,  pint  cup  .25 

teapot  20,  salt  tumbler  .03,  bed  pan  .63,  Bclamy’s  5k;mit  .09  .  .  . 

books  by  J.  Lawrence  .09,  Gun  with  small  bore  2.50 

bone  .22,  Gun  with  large  base  1.25,  sword  .06,  do  .09,  sheers  .12,  l-i  lb.  indigo  .50 
Desk  3.00,  Ciisc.&  4  bottles  .50,  1  chair  .12,  do  .06,  crobar  1.17,  addzs  .34 
Iron  fitters  .50,  old  ax  .25,  steelyds  .40,  iron  wedge  .22,  ladle  .09,  Cow  &  calf  19.00 
Weavers  loom  4  00,  salt  morter  .25,  saddle  3.50,  right  in  library  2.67 


$  1.96 
1.46 

1.59 
3.00 
4.67 
4.02 
2.25 

.92 

1.00 

2.59 
2.24 
5.10 

20.46 

10.42 


Test:  Thom.as  Hart 

Jonathan  Belden 


1 

I  appraisers 


$76.81  ” 


No  land  is  mentioned.  It  had  all  been  given  to  the  children. 

1800,  July  21.  Vol.  5,  p  94  P  Ct:  “At  a  Court  of  Probate  holden  at  Farmington  in  the  district  of 
Farmington  on  the  21st  day  of  July  A  D  1800,  Letters  of  Administration  are  granted  on  the  estate  of 
Adonijah  Lewis  late  of  Berlin  dec’d  to  Seth  Lew  is  of  sd  Berlin  bond  taken  &  on  file. 

“At  the  same  Court  Seth  Lewis  Adm'^  on  the  estate  of  Adjonijah  Lewis  late  of  Berlin  dec’d  now  in  Court 
suggests  &  represents  the  estate  of  sd  dec’d  to  be  insolvent  and  insufficient  to  pay  all  the  debts  Justly 
due  from  sd  estate.  Whereupon  this  Court  do  appoint  Messrs  Jonathan  Belden  &  Thomas  Hart  both  of 
sd  Berlin  Commissioners  as  the  Law  directs  on  the  estate  of  sd  dec’d  to  receive  examine  &  adjust  the  claims 
of  the  creditors  of  sd  estate  and  see  they  are  evidenced  &  made  out  &  a  true  list  thereof  on  Oath  make 
&  return  to  this  Court  within  six  months  from  the  date  hereof.” 

1800,  Aug.  15.  P  163  Do:  “The  foregoing  Inventory  approved  by  the  Court  August  15,  A  D  1800.” 

1801,  Feb’y  2.  P  124  Do:  “Addition  to  the  Inventory  of  the  estate  of  Adonijah  Lewis  dec’d,  viz., 
debts  collected  into  money  $17.68.”  This  is  the  last  probate  item  recorded  apparently. 


CHILDREN 

(all  bom  in  Farmington,  present  New  Britain  Section;  the  seven  sisters 
all  died  of  consumption  between  ages  20  &  34) 

1.  LUCY  b.  Dec.  18,  1761;  m.  a  1781,  Noah  Stanley;  she  d.  July  24,  17S4,  tc  23  he  d.  May  4,  1829,  sc  70  2  ch 

He  was  a  light  horseman  in  the  Revolution;  he  became  a  substantial  farmer,  a  man  of  scrupulous  honesty  and 
firm  integrity.  His  father  kept  the  Stanley  Quarter  tavern  adjoining  Thomas  Richards'  blacksmith  shop  on 
the  north.  He  m  (2)  Experience  Welles  who  d.  Aug.  9,  17S9,  te  31,  leaving  two  children.  He  m  (3)  Sept.  2  ch 
1790,  Naomi  Burritt  who  d.  Jan’y  12,  1853,  a?  92.  Six  children  blessed  this  third  union.  6  ch 

2.  LYDIA  b.  1763;  m.  Mch.  23,  1780,  Amos  Richards  (see  below) 

3.  POLLY  b.  Nov.,  1765;  m.  1786,  Nathaniel  Andrews;  she  d.  Jan’y  1,  1789,  cc  24  he  d.  Sept.  27,  1845,  a;  83  1  ch 

She  was  No.  184  and  he  No.  251  on  New  Britain  First  Church  Roll.  She  joined  Oct.  3,  1784  during  the  only 
revival  of  any  note  in  Dr.  Smalley’s  ministry  of  over  half  a  century.  He  was  in  the  Revoltition  at  sixteen. 

He  m  (2)  Oct.  3,  1  /90,  Jerusha  Sage  of  Berlin,  Ct.,  No.  250  on  1st  Church  Roll,  who  bore  nine  children  and  9  ch 
d.  Dec.  9,  1857,  a;  86.  With  second  wife  he  removed  to  Whitestone,  N.  Y.  Both  d.,  however,  at  Flint,  Mich. 

He  was  of  a  kind  and  conciliatory  spirit  greatly  beloved  and  respected. 

4.  PHEBE  bp.  May  15,  1768;  m.  May  10,  1792,  Dr.  John  Andrews;  she  d.  Nov.  13,  1797,  a;  29  he  d  June  19  1  ch 

1839,  te  82  j  > 

He  was  No.  197  and  she  No.  249  on  New  Britain  1st  Church  Roll.  A  stone  is  erected  to  her  memory  in  N.  B. 
cemetery  next  to  Amos  Richards’  monument.  Dr.  John  taught  school  for  several  years.  He  then  became  a 
physician  and  was  in  the  Revolution.  He  lived  in  New  Britain  parish  on  West  Main  street,  one  mile  west  of 
village.  He  rn  (2)  Mch.  16,  1800,  Caroline  Brunson  who  bore  5  children  and  d.  Dec.  25,  1846,  se  77.  He  was  5  ch 
kind  hearted  and  a  good  Christian. 
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5.  ELIZABETH  bp.  July  1,  1770;  she  d.  Apl.  2,  1790,  ®  20 

A  stone  to  her  memory  is  erected  in  N.  B.  cemetery. 

6.  SETH  b.  May  3,  1772;  m.  Feb’y  15,  1795,  Lydia  Wright;  he  d.  Fcb’y  2,  1849,  a;  77  she  d.  Aug.  17,  1858,  a:  86 

He  was  No.  439  and  she  440  on  New  Britain  First  Church  Roll.  He  was  a  tin  smith  on  East  street  -  the  first  in 
New  Britain.  His  wife  was  a  woman  of  great  intelligence  and  fine  mind.  She  could  at  86  stoop  and  pick  up  a 
pin  from  the  floor  without  landing  her  knees.  Late  in  life  they  moved  to  Philadelphia.  They  are  ancestors 
of  Mrs.  Harriet  Southworth  Lewis  Barnes  who  wrote  (1910)  the  attractive  little  Lewis  History  with  collateral 
lines,  many  of  them  being  close  to  us.  She  presented  a  copy  to  the  writer.  Both  Seth  and  Lydia  are  buried 
in  Monument  Cemetery  in  Philadelphia,  where  their  stones  are  standing. 

7.  ERASTUS  b.  June,  1774;  ni.  May  28,  1801,  Salome  Booth;  he  d.  May  21,  1826,  a:  52  she  d.  Sept.  3,  1866,  te  81 

He  is  No.  567  and  she  568  on  New  Britain  First  Church  Roll.  He  had  tin  shop  on  Main  street  near  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
corner.  Later  he  made  clock  \^cights  and  bells;  and  eventually  he  moved  his  business  to  Waterbury  -  “a  pious 
good  man.” 

8.  SALLY  b.  Sept.  15,  1776;  m.  Nov.  6,  1796,  William  Smith;  she  d.  Fcb'y  4,  1810,  te  34  he  d.  Nov.  2,  1838 

She  was  No.  337  on  N.  B.  1st  Church  Roll.  He  was  partner  of  North,  Lee,  Smith  &  Shipman  manufacturing 
jewelers  (org.  1807).  Was  in  General  Assembly,  justice,  etc.  He  m  (2)  Feb’y  10,  1812,  Lucretia  Moore  who 
bore  five  children  and  died  Mch.  17,  1866,  cX  77,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  Mrs.  Harriet  Brown  (mother 
of  Katherine  M.  Brooks). 

9.  GAD  bp.  July  9,  1779 

10.  ISAAC  bp.  Aug.  13,  1780;  he  d.  young 

11.  ISAAC  bp.  Oct.  13,  1782;m.  Oct.  28,  1804,  Ursula  Francis;  hed.  Oct.  20,  1837,  ae  55  shed.  .Sept.  2,  1850,  a:  70 

He  is  No.  458  in  N.  B.  First  Church  Roll.  She  is  No.  957.  He  was  a  conscientious  Christian.  He  was  a  tinner 
with  shop  in  Stanley  Quarter,  N.  B.  They  were  parents  of  Charles  M.  Lewis,  manfg.  jeweler  on  Main  St.,  N.B. 

12.  ABl  bp.  Mch.  20,  1785;  m.  Nov.  5,  1802,  Thomas  Eddy;  she  d.  May  6,  1814,  a;  29  he  d.  May  28,  1830,  a?  52 

She  was  playmate  of  Polly  Richards  who  was  niece  of  Abi  of  same  age.  See  Polly’s  memoirs.  They  lived  in 
New  Britain.  He  m  (2)  Sept.  18,  1814,  Nancy  Hamblin,  No.  419  on  First  Church  Roll.  She  d.  Sept.,  1852, 
ac  63,  at  Lama,  Penn. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Amos  Richards  b.  1759  m.  Lydia  Lewis  b.  1763 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emcline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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THE  LOOMIS  FAMILY 


THOMAS  LOOMIS  b. -  1551,  Oct.  28.  P  S5  Loomis  Genealogy  (190S1; 

-  m. -  Thomas  Liimmj'us  was  buried  this  date  at  Thax- 

b-  -  ted,  Essex  Co.,  England,  per  the  Thaxted  Church 

d-  -  bur.  Oct.  28,  1551  Record;  a  year  made  memorable  by  the  Council 

—  - - of  Trent  which  decreed  that  everyone  is  accursed 

who  denies  that  the  sacrement  of  penance  was  instituted  by  Christ. 

CHILDREN 

(only  one  known) 

1.  JOHN  b.  in.  Krystinc  Pasfield 


JOHN  LOO.MIS  b. _ 

KRYSTYNE  P.ASFIELD  m. _ 

b. - 

d.  after  husband  bur.  Apl.  12,  1567 

1566,  Feb’y  19.  P  84  Do:  In  his  will  her  husband 
says,  “1  geve  unto  Krystyne  my  wife  my  howse 
wth  a  garden  plotte  ....  and  all  my  dett  & 
movablys  ....  and  all  my  other  goods  not 
beciueathed  to  payc  my  detts  wth  ....  whom 
also  I  ordayne  &  make  myn  Executryx  wth  Rob¬ 
ert  Almon  ye  elder.  ”  The  Loomis  Genealogy  says 
"Krystine  Jackson”  may  have  been  her  name. 
She  outlived  her  husband  and  that  is  all  we  know 
of  her. 


myghty  god  my  maker  &  redemer  &.  my  body  to  be 
Item  I  geve  unto  the  porcmc%  box  there  iiij® 


1566,  Feb’y  19.  P  83  Do:  From  will  below  it  is 
seen  that  John  Lomesse  was  a  carpenter  of  Thax¬ 
ted.  He  speaks  therein  of  ‘‘all  my  children,”  in¬ 
dicating  a  number  of  them  that  w-e  do  not  know 
by  name. 

1566,  Feb’y  19.  P  84  Do:  Commissary  Court 
of  London  (Essex  and  Herts),  So.meiset  House, 
London;  ‘‘In  the  name  of  god  ame.  The  XIX 
daye  off  februare  in  the  yeare  off  owr  lord  god 
MCCCCC  threscore  &  syx  I  John  lomesse  off 
thaxsted  in  ye  Cowntey  of  Essex  Carpenter  beyng 
off  pfecte  (3c  hole  off  mynde  thanke  be  gevyn  to 
allmyght)'  god,  do  make  thys  my  last  wyll  &  tes¬ 
tament  in  maner  &.  forme  foloying  that  ys  to  sav, 
First  I  bequeve  my  sowle  unto  the  hands  off  al- 
buryed  in  the  churche  yare  off  thaxted  aforesayed. 


‘‘Itm  I  geve  &  bequeth  unto  Krystyne  my  wyfe  my  howse  wth  a  garden  plotte  ther  unto  belonging 
duryng  her  naturall  lyfe  and  affter  her  decese,  I  will  the  sayed  howse  wthye  garden  to  be  solde  &.  equalli 
to  be  devyded  amonge  all  my  chyldre  &.  yff  any  off  them  dye  I  wyll  that  pey  wch  shall  remayn  to  have 
yt  a  monge  them.  Itm  I  geve  unto  my  wife  all  my  dett  (&  movablj-s  whatsoever  they  be  out  off  the  wch 
I  wyll  she  shall  paye  to  every  on  off  my  chyldrcn  xiij*  iiij'*  in  fyve  years  begynnyg  at  the  eldeste  fryst  & 
so  forthe  unto  ye  last.  Itm  1  geve  unto  Kyrsten  my  wife  all  my  other  goods  not  bequeathed  to  paye 
my  debts  wt  &  to  brynge  my  body  into  ye  erthe  whom  also  I  ordayne  &.  make  myn  Executryx  wth  Rob¬ 
ert  almon  ye  elder,  and  I  wyll  that  he  shall  have  for  hys  paynes  vj=  viij'*. 

‘‘thes  being  wytnesses;  John  Lomesse” 

John  button,  Wyllam  Clarke 

&  Roberte  pker  the  wryter  here  off.” 


1567,  Apl.  12.  P  85  Do:  ‘‘Johnes  Lummys  buried  the  XII  die  of  April.”  This  is  the  Thaxted  Church 
record,  and  per  the  will  he  was  ‘‘buryed  in  the  churche  yare  off  Thaxted  aforesayed.” 
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1567,  May  \ij.  P  84  Do:  Will  is  proved  at  Stortford.  During  this  year  of  1567  the  Portuguese  suc- 
reeded  in  establishing  a  colony  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  following  the  treachery  of  Nicholas  Durand  de  VillC' 
gagnon,  a  bold  and  skillful  French  seaman,  who  had  settled  there  in  1558  with  a  train  of  numerous  and 
respectable  Huguenot  colonists.  By  his  tyranny  and  treachery  many  of  them  were  forced  to  return  to 
France;  and  10,000  Protestants,  ready  to  embark  for  the  new  Colony,  were  deterred  by  their  representa¬ 
tions. 

CHILDREN 

(will  mentions  “all  my  cliyldren,”  but  thc.se  are  the  only  two  known  by  name) 

1.  JOHN  bp.  Jan'y  29,  1562;  m.  Agnes  Lyngwood  (see  l->elow) 

EDWARD  b. - ;  m.  Aug.  2,  1593,  Alicia  Perie  4 

They  were  of  Bocking  and  Braintree,  England. 


JOHN  LOOMIS 

AGNES  LYNGWOOD 

b.  - 

d.  - 


bp.  Jan’y  29,  1 562 

m. - 

d.  1619 
se  57 


1562,  Jan’y  29.  P  84  Do:  “Johes  Liimacc  bapt 
xxix'^  die  of  Januarye.”  This  is  as  the  Thaxted 
Church  Record  states  it.  He  moved  from  Thax¬ 
ted,  Essex  County,  to  the  neighboring  town  of 
Braintree,  Eng. 

In  this  year  of  1562  Ribault  of  Dieppe,  accom¬ 
panied  by  some  of  the  best  young  French  nobil¬ 
ity,  together  with  experienced  troops,  sailed  for 
Florida  under  a  commission  secured  from  the  King 
by  the  liardy  Huguenot,  Admiral  Coligny,  wlio 
had  long  been  seeking  an  asylum  in  America  for 
the  persecuted  Huguenots.  They  built  Fort 
Charles,  on  the  Carolina  River  at  Port  Royal 
near  the  southern  boundaiy  of  South  Carolina, 
named  in  honor  of  Charles  of  France.  Ribault 
left  26  men  and  returned  to  France  for  immigrants  and  supplies;  but  meanwhile  civil  war  had  broken  out 
in  France  and  reinforcements  were  not  to  be  had.  Becoming  desperate  the  colonists  in  the  Spring  em¬ 
barked  in  a  hastily  constructed  brigantine  for  France,  but  alas,  they  were  captured  by  a  British  cruiser 
and  scattered,  some  to  France  and  some  to  England.  Such  was  sixteenth  century  “  freedom  of  the  seas.  ” 


1619,  Apl.  14.  P  97  Do:  In  her  husband’s  will 
all  is  given  to  the  children  with  this  proviso:  “All 
wch  my  will  and  meaning  is  the  same  shall  not 
be  parformed  untill  one  halfe  yeare  next  after  the 
decease  of  Agnis  my  loving  wife  whom  I  will  to 
enjoye  all  the  said  moveables  whatsoever  During 
her  naturall  life.’’  She  was  daughter  of  John 
Lyngwood  of  Braintree,  Eng.,  who  perhaps  was 
son  of  W'illieun  Lyngwood. 


1619,  April  14.  P  97  Do:  Will  on  file  in  the  Court  of  the  Commissary  of  the  Bishop  of  London  for 
the  counties  of  Essex  and  Hertford:  “In  ye  name  of  God  Amen  I  John  Loomis  of  Braintre  in  ye  County 
of  Essex  Tayler  being  sick  of  bodye  but  of  perfect  and  whoil  minde  and  carefull  to  prepare  my  selfe  for 
y®  enioying  of  a  better  life  Do  make  and  ordeyne  this  my  last  will  and  Testament  the  fowrteenth  Daye 
of  Aprill  in  ye  yeere  of  our  lord  god  1619  In  manner  and  forme  following:  ffirst  I  comend  my  soule  into 
ye  hands  of  almighty  god  my  creator.  And  my  vile  and  corruptible  body  to  ye  earth  from  whence  yt 
was  taken  wth  a  sure  hope  and  cound  perswacOn  by  my  faith  in  ye  mirritts  of  Jesus  Christ  my  Redemer 
to  have  this  my  body  changed  into  a  glorious  being  at  ye  last  Day  in  his  heavenly  Kingdome. 

“Item  1  will  that  Joseph  Loomis  my  sonn  shall  have  my  little  Tenement  or  Dwelling  house  standing 
and  being  in  Braintre  aforesaid  wherein  John  Lunt  now  dwelleth  at  ye  Rate  of  (forty  pownds  towards  ye 
payment  of  my  Debts  wth  a  Garden  plott  thereto  belonging  adioyning  nere  unto  his  owne.  And  also  one 
Stable  standing  nere  the  markett  Crosse  in  Braintre  at  ye  Rate  of  Thirtye  pownds  or  to  be  sould  to  the 
uttermost  that  may  be  made  of  yt.  Item  I  will  that  all  my  hushould  stuffe  and  moveable  goods  shall  be 
praysed  and  my  son  Joseph  to  have  tenn  pownds  worth  of  them  as  shall  seeme  fit  to  him  for  his  owne 
use. 


“Item  I  give  to  Marye  Brooke  ye  Daughter  of  Ralph  Brooke  five  pownds  out  of  my  said  moveables. 
“Item  my  will  is  that  all  my  Debts  and  funeral  Charges  being  Defraied  and  paied  my  fower  Daugh- 
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ters  (vitz)  Ann  Warr,  Sara  Bui  tcn,  Elizabeth  Preston  and  Jane  Pengelly  have  ye  Remaynder  and  over- 
plus  as  well  of  ye  said  houses  as  rdso  of  ye  [moveablesl  equally  to  be  divided  among  them  carte  and 
parte  like  to  [them  and  their]  heircs  or  assigncs.  All  wch  my  will  and  meaning  (is  the  same  shall]  not  be 
performed  untill  one  halfe  years  next  [after  the]  dcseace  of  Agnis  my  loving  wife  whom  I  will  to  cnioye 
(all  the]  said  moveables  whatsoever  During  her  naturall  life. 

“And  1  make  and  ordeyne  my  said  sonn  Joseph  Executor  of  this  my  last  will  and  Testament  Revoking 
all  former  whatsoever.  And  I  request  my  sonne  in  law  Willm  Preston  to  be  Supervisor  to  see  yt  per¬ 
formed  according  to  my  true  intent  and  meaning.  In  Witnes  whereof  I  have  heerunto  sett  my  hand 
and  seale  the  Day  and  yeere  wih  in  written.”  The  mark  of  John  Loomis.  Theis  being  wittnesses  I  John 
Lunt  his  marke,  Richard  Kimbould. 

John  X  Loomis” 

1619,  May  29.  Do:  Will  exhibited  in  Court  above. 

1619,  June  21.  Do:  Will  proved  “by  the  Executer,  his  son  Joseph.” 

CHILDREN 

(all  named  in  will  and  probably  all  born  at  Braintree,  England) 

1.  JOSEPH  b.  a  1590;  m.  June  3^1614,  Mary  White  (see  below) 

2.  ANN  b. - ;  m. - Warr 

3.  SARAH  b. - ;  m. - Burton 

4.  ELIZABETH  b. - ;  m.  William  Preston 

5.  JANE  b. - ;  m. - Pengelly 

6.  GEOFFREY  b. - ;  ni.  Priscilla  Whitehead  (?);  he  d.  1625  she  d.  1631 


JOSEPH  LOOMIS 

MARY  WHITE 

bp.  Aug.  24,  1590 
d.  Aug.  23,  1652,  sc  62 


b.  a  1590 

m.  June  30,  1614 
d.  Nov.  25,  1658 
£e  a  68 


1590,  Aug.  24.  Vol.  55,p28NEH&G:  Mary 
White  was  baptised  at  Shalford,  Essex  Co.,  Eng¬ 
land.  She  was  fourth  among  eight  children.  When 
married  she  went  to  Braintree,  Essex  Co.,  to  live 
and  there  all  her  eight  children  were  born.  In  1638 
when  the  time  to  cross  the  Atlantic  to  their  new 
home  arrived  her  father  and  probably  her  mother 
had  died.  Mary  herself  had  reached  the  age  of  48 
and  her  children  ranged  from  23  to  10.  Though 
coming  at  an  age  when  most  people  would  be  too 
timorous  to  try  it,  circumstances  came  greatly  to 
her  aid  in  that  her  sister  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Elder 
William  Goodwin,  came  at  the  same  time  and  set¬ 
tled  in  Hartford.  Her  brother  Elder  John  White 
came  likewise  to  Hartford;  while  sister  Anna,  wife 
of  John  Porter,  came  and  settled  as  Mary  did  in 
Windsor. 

1617,  May  27.  P  103  Loomis  Gen:  Robert 
White,  her  father,  in  his  will  says:  “I  give  and 


1590.  P  121  Loomis  Gen:  Joseph  Loomis  was 
born  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  close  to  the  Armada 
which  made  England  safe  from  Catholic  domina¬ 
tion  for  a  generation.  The  birth  was  probably  in 
Braintree,  England,  but  the  exact  date  is  unknown. 

1614,  June  30.  P  108  Do:  “Anne  Dni  1614. 
Joseph  Loomys  was  married  unto  Marye  Whight 
the  XXXth  Daye  of  June  anno  pr  dicte.”  Such 
is  the  record  in  the  parish  church  at  Shalford, 
Joseph  having  come  from  Braintree,  Essex  Co., 
his  home  town  not  far  away,  for  the  purpose.  On 
the  other  side  of  the  water  at  the  same  time  Poca¬ 
hontas  and  Rolfe  were  celebrating  their  honey¬ 
moon  too. 

1617,  May  27.  P  103  Do:  His  father-in-law 
Robert  White  of  Messing,  England,  in  will,  pro¬ 
vides  that  his  unmarried  daughters  “shall  not  be¬ 
stow  themselves  in  marryage  without  the  consent 
of  my  two  sonnes  in  law  Joseph  Lummys  and 
William  Goodinge  and  my  wife  Bridget  White.” 
Also,  “  I  ordaine  my  aforesaid  sonnes  in  law  su- 
pulsors  of  this  my  will  and  doe  give  unto  each  of 
them  the  severall  summes  of  fortey  shillings  to¬ 
wards  their  charge  and  paines.  ” 
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bcque.ith  unto  my  daughter  Marie  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Lummis  of  Branctree,  one  pew  ter  platter.” 

1652,  Aug.  23.  Vol.  I,  p  47  B  M  D,  Windsor; 
‘‘The  wife  of  Joseph  Loomis  the  LIder  was  buryed, 
Aug:  23d,  1652.”  Mary  Loomis  died  at  Windsor, 
Conn.,  six  years  before  her  husband;  but  lived  to 
see  all  her  children  grow  n  to  manhood.  Rev.  Mr. 
Grant’s  record  reads;  "death  of  Joseph  Loomys 
Sen,  his  wife”,  so  that  we  would  not  know  even 
her  first  name  unless  it  had  been  located  in  Eng- 
land  three  centuries  later.  Only  three  people  died 
in  Windsor  iii  1652. 


162S-9.  P  102  Do:  The  Lay  Subsidy  Records 
in  the  Record  Office,  London,  give  the  national 
tax  records  of  Braintree  in  whiclr  the  first  men¬ 
tion  in  these  national  taxes  of  a  Lomys  occurs  in 
a  roll  number  1 1 2-626  for  the  3'‘  dc  4'^  years  of 
Charles  1  (1623-9).  The  subsidy  was  levied  upon 
goods  (stock  in  trade)  as  follows:  "Brantry 
Joseph  Lomys  iii/i-viiis.”  He  was  thus  established 
as  a  merchant  in  Braintree,  his  business  being 
known  as  that  of  a  woolen  draper.  “A  woolen 
draper  was  a  merchant  engaged  in  the  purchase 
of  cloth  from  the  many  weavers  who  worked  on 

— -  hand  looms  in  their  cottage  homes.  He  had  a 

store  in  Braintree  stocked  with  cloths  and  other  goods  which  a  draper  usually  dealt  in.  These  products 
he  sold  both  wholesale  and  retail  to  tailors  and  consumers  in  general.  Braintree  was  a  centre  of  the  cloth 
manufacture  and  Joseph  Loomis  w'as  in  prosperous  circumstances.” 

1633,  Autumn.  P  100  Do:  John  Hawkins  of  Braintree,  Evng.,  refers  to  Joseph  Loomis  as  a  "loving 
friend  and  neighbor.”  He  was  a  witness  also  to  Hawkins’  will. 


1636,  Apl.  23.  P  102  Do:  “Joseph  Loomis,  Brayntree”  is  assessed  tax  of  £00-09-04  “raised  in  the 
County  of  Essex  for  the  setting  out  of  a  Ship  of  eight  hundred  Tunne  appointed  by  his  Maiesties  writt 
to  be  ready  at  Portsmouth  on  the  first  of  March,  1636.”  The  cost  of  the  ship  w'as  £8,000.  and  1 13  people 
were  so  taxed  in  Braintree.  This  assessment  was  the  one  which  caused  a  big  uproar.  John  Hampden  re¬ 
fused  to  pay  and  fought  the  measure  in  Parliament.  In  this  tax  item  and  in  the  will  of  our  John  Loomis, 
father  of  Joseph,  occur  the  only  known  instances  of  the  name  being  spelled  “Loomis”  in  England  and 
the  above  item  is  undoubtedly  the  last  existing  record  of  Joseph  Loomis  in  England. 


1638,  April  11.  P  121  Do:  Having  reached  London  from  his  home  in  Braintree,  Essex  Co.,  where 
he  was  a  woolen  draper,  with  wife  and  eight  children,  he  sails  in  the  Susan  &  Ellen  which  arrives  at 
Boston  on  July  17,  1633,  making  98  days  on  the  ocean.  Interesting  details  of  the  trip  are  found  in  the 
deposition  of  1639  following.  From  Boston  the  family  went  to  Dorchester  and  remained  there  about  one 
year  w'hen  the  charms  of  the  Connecticut  Valley  lured  them  on.  Both  parents  were  now'  forty  eight 
years  old,  with  children  ranging  from  23  to  10.  Surely  it  was  not  for  worldly  gain  that  these  pilgrims 
left  an  established  profitable  business,  at  the  span  of  a  half-century  almost,  and  steadfastly  set  their 
faces  toward  the  western  wilderness.  No  doubt  they  wearied  of  the  absolutism  of  the  Crown  as  w’orn 
by  Charles  I  and  of  the  Church  as  dominated  by  Laud  and  decided  to  take  the  moral  step  w'hich  has 
led  the  judgment  of  mankind  to  say:  “The  pilgrims  carried  with  them  the  moral  destinies  of  the  World, 
for  in  a  profound  sense  they  were  the  pioneers  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.” 

1639,  July  30.  P  21  Do:  Deposition  of  Joseph  Hills,  fellow  passenger:  “Joseph  Hills  of  Charlestowne, 
in  New  England,  woollen  Draper,  aged  about  36  yeares.  Sworn,  saith  upon  his  oath  that  he  came  to 
New  England  undertaker  in  the  ship  called  the  Susan  &  Ellen  of  London  whereof  was  Master  Mr.  Ed¬ 
ward  Payne,  in  the  yeare  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred  thirty  and  eight,  the  14th  yeare  of  the 
raigne  of  our  Soiraigne  Lord  the  King  that  now  is  and  this  d^'  Knowes  that  divers  goods  and  chattells, 
victualls  &  commodities  of  Joseph  Loomis,  late  of  Brayntree  in  the  County  of  Essex,  woolen-draper, 
wch  were  put  in  three  butts,  two  hogsheads,  one  halfe  hogshed,  one  barrel,  one  table  &  three  firkins, 
transported  from  Malden  in  the  County  of  Essex  to  London  in  an  Ipsw*'*’  Hye,  were  shipped  in  the  said 
ship  upon  the  eleventh  day  of  Aprill  in  the  yeare  abovesayd,  and  this  deponent  cleared  the  same  goods 
with  divers  other  goods  of  the  said  Joseph  Loomis  and  other  mens,  in  the  Custome-House  at  London, 
as  may  appeare  by  the  Customers  bookes,  and  this  dept,  saith  that  the  said  goods  were  transported  into 
New  England  in  the  said  ship  where  she  arrived  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  July  in  the  year  aforesayd.” 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


1639,  Aug.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  7-1  Stiles:  “Rev.  Ephraim  13uit  and  divers  others  came  up  from  the  Bay  to 
Windsor  to  settle,”  says  Rev,  Matthew  Grant’s  record.  Tliey  came  from  Dorchester,  Massachusetts. 
Savage  says  Joseph  Loomis  was  very  likely  in  this  company.  At  any  rate  he  arrives  at  Windsor  about 
this  time.  Our  Bissell  &  Edw.  Griswold  families  were  in  the  Huit  party  also. 

1640  1,  Feb’y  2.  Vol.  I,  p  49  L  R,  Windsor:  “Joseph  Lommas  hath  graunted  from  the  plantatioii  his 
howse  lott  with  meadow  adioyning,  one  end  twenty  acres,  bounded  north  by  the  rivulett.” 
Following  this  there  are  eight  parcels  of  land  recorded  to  him.  Four  of  them  are  “over  the  greate  river,” 
3  miles  long  mostly.  There  arc  also  54  acres  of  upland;  and  40  acres  “bounded  north  by  the  land  of 
Joseph  Lummas  the  younger.”  The  Joseph  Loomis  house  at  Windsor  was  near  the  junction  of  the  Farm¬ 
ington  &  Gonnccticut  rivers,  on  the  Island.  It  was  on  high  land  which  became  an  Island  only  when  the 
river  overflowed  in  freshets.  His  house  has  been  in  perpetual  possession  of  the  Loomis  family  down  to 
today  and  is  probably  the  oldest  house  in  Connecticut  which  is  still  owned  by  the  descendants  of  the 
pioneer  builder.  Capt.  William  Molmes  and  a  few  colonists  had  established  a  trading  house  in  1633  on 
this  island,  which  became  the  first  permanent  English  settlement  in  Connecticut.  The  Abigail  Wolcott 
Ellsworth  Chapter  D.  A.  R.  so  claim  it.  The  Island  property  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Loomis  Insti¬ 
tute.  The  home  lots  of  Joseph  Loomis. and  John  Porter  in  Windsor  were  side  by  side  and  the  houses  were 
begun  in  1639.  Their  wives  were  the  sisters  .Mary  White  and  Anna  White  who  thus  lived  side  by  side  in 
the  New  World  and  continued  so  to  live  for  the  rest  of  their  days.  Three  years  before  their  brother  John 
White  and  sister  Elizabeth  White  Goodwin  had  settled  in  Hartford. 

1640,  Sept.  2S.  Vol.  1,  p  446  C  C  :  The  Inventory  of  the  estate  of  James  Olmstead  of  Hartford  is  taken 
and  exhibited  to  Court  with  the  will  attached  (no  date).  It  is  a  coincidence  that  on  this  same  day  Nicholas 
Olmstead,  his  son,  and  Sarah  Loomis,  daughter  of  “Brother  Lymus”  are  married.  Here  is  an  interesting 
paragraph  of  the  will:  “It  is  my  will  to  give  my  estate  betweenc  my  two  sonns,  that  is  to  say  the  on 
halfc  to  my  son  Nicholas,  and  the  other  halfe  to  my  sonne  Nehemiah,  equally  divyded  betweene  the  both, 
wth  this  reservation,  that  if  my  brother  Lymus  doe  make  his  word  good  to  make  my  sonne  Nicholas 
wifes  portion  as  good  as  any  child  he  hath,  for  soe  I  understand  his  prmise  is,  but  if  he  shall  refuse  so  to 
doe,  1  shall  then  refuse  to  give  my  sonne  any  prte  of  my  moveable  goods,  cattell  or  debts.  .....  And 
if  my  brother  Lumas  doe  prforme  his  prmise,  then  my  will  is  their  portions  shall  be  a  like  only  Nicholas 
shall  abate  so  much  as  1  have  given  him  before.”  .... 

1640,  Oct.  11.  Vol.  I,  p  873  Stiles:  John  Loomys  was  admitted  to  the  Windsor  Church  according  to 
the  Rev.  Mathew  Grant  record.  Father  Joseph’s  membership  does  not  appear  but  we  may  well  believe 
he  was  among  those  whose  names  have  been  obliterated  by  time.  The  Windsor  history,  p  146,  speaks  of 
“Deacon  Loomis  and  his  sons,”  but  this  seems  to  be  the  only  place  where  Joseph  the  first  settler  is  called 
deacon. 

1642/3,  Jan’y  27.  Vol.  I,  p  94  G  C:  Joseph  Lumis  is  one  of  the  twelve  jurymen  “at  Prticr  Court.” 
Ten  cases  were  disposed  of,  the  only  one  recorded  in  detail  being  the  following  case  -  a  good  model  for 
dealing  with  some  of  the  high  cost  of  living  in  our  day  (1920  following  World  War;:  “Tho:  Hurlbut  for 
exacting  and  incouridgir.g  others  to  take  excessive  Rats  for  worke  and  ware  is  adiudged  to  pay  to  the 
Country  40s.” 

1644,  Sept.  1.  Vol.  I,  p  126  G  C:  Joseph  Loomes  is  again  on  a  jury  of  12  men,  our  Nathaniel  Foote 
being  another  member,  who  died  within  a  month.  Edmond  Hopkins,  Governor,  presided.  Our  Thomas 
Welles  was  a  magistrate  assistant,  almost  equivalent  to  the  modern  state  senator.  Thirteen  cases  were 
before  the  Court  and  jury  there  being  three  cases  of  slander,  one  of  debt,  one  probate  case,  seven  not 
stated,  and  only  one  fully  stated  as  follow's,  which  is  given  to  show  the  severe  penalties  meted  out  in 
those  “good  old  days”:  “James  Hallet,  for  his  thefte,  is  adiudged  to  restore  fowerfold  for  what  shall  be 
proved,  before  Capten  Mason  &  Mr.  Wolcott,  and  to  be  branden  in  the  hand,  the  next  Trayneing  day 
at  Wyndsor.” 

1647,  Mch.  20.  P  6  Old  Account  Book  of  Henry  Wolcott  Jr: 
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!  “Joseph  Loomis  owes  .............  £0-14'  5 

}  It  March  20,  1647  he  had  of  me  for  many  trees  as  come  to  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1-0-0 

1  to  be  payed  in  wheate  and  pease  the  next  winter  .........  0-  O-Il 

j  of  which  he  payed  to  Edward  Falkwell  for  me  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0-9-0 

!  It  to  francis  Browne  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0-0-6 

It  to  John  Moses  for  Falkwells  pumf>cons  .  .  .  .  .  0-3-0” 

1650,  May  1.  P  32  Do:  “Joseph  Loonias  owes  uppon  the  5th  leafe  .  .  .  .  £i-  i-io 

^  Debits:  It.  for  perrysigns  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0-1-4 

,  It.  for  7  hundred  of  hay  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0-9-2 

I  It.  for  the  cannooe  one  day  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0-1-0 

1  It.  fora  bushcll  of  pearemains  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0-6-0 

It.  for  a  peck  of  apples  July  22,  1651  .  .  .  ...  .  0-  0-9 

It.  November  the  4th  1651  he  had  3  bushells  of  pearemains  at  4s  6d  .  .  .  .  .  0-13-  6 

Credits;  It.  received  6^2  bushells  of  pease  &  3  pecks  of  pease  .......  £1-  1-9 

It.  1650  he  paid  to  Mr.  Coggins  man  .  .  .  .  .  .  0-11-5 

‘  It.  3-^  a  dayes  work  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0-1-0 

j  It.  he  paid  to  Jolin  Bissell  for  me  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0-4-8 

;  It.  half  a  bushell  of  pease  August  10,  1651  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0-1-6 

’  It.  I  had  June  the  16,  1652  a  pecce  of  venison  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0-1-3 

j  1 1.  for  one  dayes  work  with  his  o.xen  June  1652  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0-  4-0 

1  It.  August  4  ’52  I  had  of  him  a  brest  of  veale  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0-1-2” 


In  above  we  give  about  half  the  charges  and  credits.  These  accounts  are  not  totalled  and  balanced; 
when  settled  a  cross  (X)  is  drawn  through  the  amount  to  cancel  it. 

1650  1,  Jan’y  6.  Vol.  I,  p  2  T  V,  Windsor:  “William  Bewell  (our  W*")  Plaintiff  vs  Joseph  Loomis 
Sen.,  defendent,  an  action  for  trespass  &  damage,  7  bu  of  Indian  Corn.”  Court  awards  634  bushels 
and  costs  25  6d. 

1654,  May  18.  Vol.  I,  p  49  G  C:  This  was  a  glad  day  in  the  Loomis  household,  for  three  of  the  boys, 
Joseph,  Thomas  and  Nathaniel,  were  “mayd  free  at  this  Courte”  sitting  today  at  Hartford. 

1655,  May  29.  Vol.  I,  P  156  L  R:  “Nathanial  has  by  Gift  of  his  ffather  Joseph  Loomis  on  the  East 
side  of  the  Great  River  five  rod  in  bredth  and  in  length  towards  the  East  from  the  River  three  miles.” 

1658,  Nov.  25.  Vol.  11,  p  433  Stiles:  At  sixty  eight  years  of  age  Joseph  Loomis  dies  intestate  at  V.Mndsor, 
having  lived  there  for  twenty  years.  In  1655  he  had  made  a  deal  with  son  John  whereby  John  would  buy 
the  homestead  and  allow  his  father  £20  per  year.  Joseph  Loomis  was  the  only  one  to  die  in  W'indsor  dur¬ 
ing  the  year,  as  shown  by  Rev.  Matthew  Grant’s  Record  of  deaths:  “58  year  only  Joseph  Loomys,  sen.” 

1658,  Nov.  25.  Vol.  II,  p  116  C  C:  “An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Mr.  Joseph  Loomis  deceased 


Nov.  25,  1658: 

Impf  2  Mares  3  Colts  ...........  £42-00-00 

In  ye  Parlour  one  Tapestry  Covering  .........  05-00-00 

ye  Beds  and  furniture  ...........  16-08-00 

In  Wearing  Apparel  ............  15-16-00 

In  platr  .  .  .  .  -  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  16-07-00 

In  sheets  and  other  Linnen  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  05-06-00 

Saddle,  Bridle,  4  Cushions,  5  books  .........  02-02-00 

Eleven  other  lines  of  household  things  &c  ........  15-11-00 


£118-10-00 

More  due  to  this  estate  by  wch  his  son  John  Loomis  oweth  the  sum  of  .  .  60-00-00  £178-10-00 


Henry  Clark,  John  Loomis  S^,  John  Moore 
“Mr.  Loomis  his  estate  is  Dr: 

To  a  debt  in  England  and  is  .........  .  £12-14-08 

To  other  smal  debts  ...........  2-18-04 

To  charge  of  Burial  ............  3-05-10 

The  rates  of  whole  year  to  come  (not  stated)  .......  0-00-00 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


1658,  Dec.  2.  Vol.  II,  p  115  C  C:  “The  agreement  of  the  Children  of  Mr.  Joseph  Loomis  respcctinge 
the  division  of  the  estate  of  ye  father  deceased  &  approved  by  The  Court  2  December  165S;  We  wliose 
names  are  hereunto  subscribed  doe  by  these  prsents  testify  that  it  is  our  mutual  and  joyni  agrcemenc  to 
attend  an  equal  division  of  the  estate  of  Mr.  Joseph  Loomis,  our  father  lately  deceased,  wch  said  estate 
being  distributed  in  an  equal  prption  we  doe  by  these  prsents  engage  to  set  down  Satisfied  and  Contented 
respecting  any  future  trouble  or  demands  about  the  fore  said  estate  now  prsented  by  Inventory  to  ye 
Court  of  Magistrates.  Witness  our  hand,  2nd  December  ’53: 

Joseph  Loomis,  Josias  Hull,  Thomas  Loomis,  Mary  Tudor,  Nicholas  Olmsted,  John  Loomis,  Nath. 
Loomis,  Samll  Loomis’’ 

1662/3,  Jan’y  30.  Vol.  I,  No.  139  P  C:  “This  was  a  day  warned  for  a  Town  mectinge.  This  day 
severall  votes  were  past  about  gifts  of  Lands  (at  Windsor).  Capt.  Newbery  with  his  relations  was  granted 
to  have  his  (John  Loomis’)  father’s  ancient  rite  and  left  to  the  Townsmen  to  agree  with  them  about  the 
quantity  and  place.’’ 

1914,  Oct.  7.  Joseph  Loomis  is  the  ancestor  who  is  honored  by  the  Loomis  Family  Association,  which 
held  its  6th  reunion  on  this  date  on  the  grounds  of  the  Loomis  Institute  at  Windsor.  Col.  John  Mason 
Loomis,  et  a  I,  have  given  $3,000,000.00  to  found  this  college.  A  few  of  the  famous  Loomis  connections 
close  by  are  Hon.  Gideon  Welles  (1802-1878),  Col.  Samuel  Colt  (1814-1862).  Hon.  Morgan  C.  Bulkeley, 
Hon.  George  P.  McLean,  Hon.  Zenas  Crane,  Hon.  Murray  Crane,  Hon.  Dwight  Loomis  and  the  late 
Nathaniel  Shipman. 


CHILDREN 

(all  born  at  Braintree,  Essex  Co.,  England) 

1.  JOSEPH  b.  1615;  m  (1)  Sept.  17,  1646,  Sarah  Hill;  he  d.  June  26,  1687,  sc  72  she  d.  Aug.  23,  1653,  <e  32  4  ch 

He  m  (2)  June  28,  1659,  Mary  Chauncey.  Wife  Mary  joined  the  Windsor  Church  in  Dec.,  1660.  She  bore  8  ch 
8  children  and  died  Apl.  22,  1681.  They  lived  in  Windsor,  he  leaving  estate  of  £281'14'03. 

2.  SARAH  b. - ,  1617;  m.  Sept.  28,  1640,  Capt.  Nicholas  Olmstcad;  she  d. - ,  1665,  a?  48  he  d.  Aug.  31,  8  ch 

1684,  ae  72 

They  lived  in  Hartford.  He  was  son  of  James  Olmstead,  the  immigrant  settler;  was  Captain  in  King  Philip’s 
War.  His  estate  totalled  £421'0S'00. 

3.  ELIZABETH  b.  a  1619;  m.  May  20,  1641,  Josiah  Hull;  she  d.  he  d.  Nov.  16,  1675  11  eh 

She  was  living  in  1665.  They  resided  first  in  Windsor,  then  Killingworth.  He  was  deputy  to  the  Ceneral 
Court  from  both  places. 

4.  MARY  b.  a  1620;  m  (1)  1633,  John  Skinner;  she  d.  Aug.  19,  1680,  ae  60  he  d.  1650  5  ch 

John  Skinner  was  of  Windsor.  He  died  with  estate  of  £90'16'00.  She  m  (2)  Nov.  13,  1651,  Owen  Tudor  of  5  ch 
Windsor  who  d.  Oct.  30,  1690,  with  inventory  of  £294'07'00. 

DEA.  JOHN  b.  1622;  m.  Feb’y  3,  1648,  9,  Elizabeth  Scott  (see  below) 

6.  THOMAS  b.  1624;  m.  (1)  Nov.  1,  1653,  Hannah  Fox  (Fowkes);  he  d.  Aug.  28,  1689,  ae  65  she  d.  Apl.  25,  4  ch 

1662 

They  both  Joined  the  Windsor  Church  on  same  day  in  April,  1666.  He  m  (2)  Jan’y  1,  1662/3,  Mary  Judd,  7  ch 
daughter  of  Thomas  Judd,  ancestor  of  the  Judds  of  New  England.  She  died  Aug.  8,  1684.  He  was  in  King 
Philip’s  War.  His  estate  totalled  £377'01'06. 

7.  NATHANIEL  b.  1626;  m.  Nov.  24,  1653,  Elizabeth  Moore;  he  d.  Aug.  19,  1688,  ae  62  she  d.  July  23,  1728,  12  ch 

ae  90 

They  lived  in  Windsor.  He  joined  Windsor  Church  May  3,  1663.  He  was  in  the  Windsor  Troop  of  Horse 
in  King  Philip’s  War.  She  joined  the  Church  in  Sept.,  1673.  After  he  died  she  m  (2)  John  Case  of  Sims¬ 
bury. 

8.  LT,  SAMUEL  b.  1628;  m.  Dec.  27,  1653,  Elizabeth  Judd;  he  d.  Oct.  1,  1689,  ae  61  she  d.  after  1716  10  ch 

They  moved  from  Farmington  to  Windsor  in  1660.  Both  joined  Windsor  Church  in  November,  1661.  They 
moved  to  Westfield,  Mass.,  in  1674.  She  was  sister  of  Mary  Judd  above. 
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DBA.  JOHN  LOOMIS 

ELIZABETH  SCOTT 
b.  1626 

d.  May  7,  1696,  a?  71 


b.  1622 

m.  Feb’y  3,  164S/9 
d.  Sept.  2,  16S8 

X  66 


1626.  P  129  Loomis  Gen:  Elizabeth  Scott  was 
born  somewhere  in  England  presumably  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Braintree,  Esse.\  Co.  When  about 
seven  years  old  she  made  the  sea  trip  to  the  New 
World  with  her  parents,  one  older  brother  and  two 
younger  sisters.  They  all  spent  about  three  years 
at  Newtown,  Massachusetts  and  then  made  the 
overland  trip  to  Hartford,  Conn.  When  she  was 
seventeen  her  father  was  accidentally  killed.  The 
next  year  (1644)  her  mother  and  sister  married  on 
the  same  day.  This  event  changed  her  home  to 
Windsor  where  in  due  time  John  Loomis  found 
and  claimed  her,  though  they  were  married  in 
Hartford. 

1643/4,  Jan’y  6.  Vol.  I,  p  72  G  C:  The  Court 
sets  aside  to  the  “three  daughters  of  Thomas 
Scott,  deceased,”  goods  valued  at  .£27'03'01  and 
live  stock  valued  at  £33-1 1-00.  Her  father  had 
died  the  previous  November  when  she  was  seven- 
teen. 

1652/3,  Mch.  9.  Vol.  II,p  123  LR,SSO:  John 
&  Elizabeth  Loomis  both  sign  the  deed  of  sale  of 
her  father’s  1  lartford  real  estate  under  conditions 
as  shown  in  full  under  the  Scott  family. 

1655,  April.  Vol.  I,  p  884  Stiles:  In  Rev.  Mat¬ 
thew  Grant’s  list  of  “Women  taken  in  here”  we 
find:  “John  Loomys  wife  Apl,  1655.”  In  that  the 
family  is  now  in  Farmington  one  wonders  why  she 
joins  the  Church  in  Windsor.  It  cannot  be  some 
other  Loomis  since  there  is  no  other  “John  Loo¬ 
mis  wife”  living  at  this  time. 

1688,  Aug.  27.  Her  husband  in  his  will  says: 
“My  will  is  y‘  my  wife  shall  have  ye  products  of 
ye  thirds  of  all  my  land  as  longe  as  she  lives  and 
that  ye  house  homestead  &  Barne  Rernayne  to 
my  wife  as  longe  as  she  lives.”  ....  Also,  “  I 
apoynt  my  wife  and  son  John  Executors  of  this 
my  will.” 

1696,  May  7.  Vol.  I,  P  47  B  M  D:  “The  widow 
Elizabeth  Loomis  Dyed  May:  7th:  1696.”  She 
lived  eight  years  after  her  husband’s  demise  and 
reached  the  age  of  seventy  one.  She  died  at  home 


1622.  P  129  Loomis  Gen:  John  Loomis  was 
born  at  Braintree,  Essex  Co.,  England  sometime 
during  this  year  as  his  ancient  tombstone  at  Wind¬ 
sor  proves.  He  had  four  brothers  and  two  sisters 
all  of  whom  lived  to  bring  up  families.  John  was 
sixteen  years  old  when  he  came  with  the  family  in 
the  Susan  &  Ellen.  The  family  went  at  once  to 
Dorchester,  where  they  lived  a  year,  and  then  re¬ 
paired  to  Windsor,  Connecticut  where  he  lived 
and  finished  his  days,  almost  rounding  out  a  full 
half-century  at  Windsor. 

1640,  Oct.  11.  Vol.  1,  p  884  Stiles:  At  eighteen 
years  of  age  John  Loomis  w  as  received  into  the 
Church  at  Windsor.  In  due  time  he  was  elected 
deacon  of  the  Church  but  the  date  of  election  is 
not  given.  He  is,  however,  listed  as  fourth  to  die 
among  the  deacons  of  this  Church.  He  was  a  man 
of  vision  and  action  in  both  Church  and  Stale  as 
the  following  record  will  vividly  testify.  On  reach¬ 
ing  the  age  of  21  he  was  granted  a  40  acre  plot 
by  the  Plantation  of  Windsor.  The  description  of 
this  plot  appears  in  the  next  item  which  was  taken 
from  the  “Private  Controversy”  file  at  Hartford 
where  it  was  called  for  in  1675  by  the  Newbery  vs 
Loomis  suit  for  damages. 

1643,  May  2.  Vol.  I,  No.  136  P  C:  “John 
Loomis  hath  granted  from  the  plantation  at  Wind¬ 
sor  one  parcel  of  land  conteininge  forty  Acres 
more  or  less  with  allowance  for  highwaies  being  in 
breadth  at  the  East  end  eighty  six  Rodds,  at  the 
West  end  ffifty  six  rodds  being  in  length  eighty 
five  Rodds,  bounded  South  by  Joseph  Loomis 
Junr,  North  by  Willm  Whiting  in  part  and  ye 
rest  by  the  Common,  East  by  Willm  Whiting  and 
John  Porter.”  Endorsement  on  side:  “This  40 
Acres  John  Loomis  resigned  up  to  ye  Town  upon 
exchange  which  was  allowed  him  and  he  tooke  up 
40  Acres  in  Lieu  of  it  in  Pipestone  swamp.” 

1647,  Mch.  20.  P  6  Old  Acet.  of  Henry  Wolcott 
Jr  with  John  Loomis: 

“Mr.  Loomis  owes  me  for  11  po:  13  ounces 

of  iron . £0-  3-  5 


It  for  the  cannooe  to  carry  hay  .  .  0-1-2 

It  Mr.  Loomis  had  the  cannooe  1J4  day 

to  hartford . 0-1-6 

It  in  peare  trees . 0-7-0 

It  Mr.  Loomis  bought  14  apple  trees  and 

one  peare  tre . 0-10-0 

received  of  yt  Loomis  2  cardes  of  buttons.  0-  2-10 
It  he  owes  for  2  bushells  of  apples  .  .  0-11-0” 
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in  Windsor.  Six  of  her  13  children  had  died  before  Page  32  of  tlie  same  book  is  devoted  to  further 

her.  The  other  seven  were  all  married  and  had  charges  against  and  credit  to  John  Loon\is’  Acet. 

growing  families.  16-18  9,  Fcb’y  3.  Vol.  I,  p  5S  B  M  D:  “John 

- — -  Loomis  and  Elizabeth  Scott  were  married,  at  Hart¬ 
ford  Feby:  3d;  1648.”  Such  is  the  record  at  W'indsor.  Both  were  living  at  Windsor  presiiir.ably,  but  they 
preferred  marriage  at  Hartford  evidently.  Perhaps  the  sleighing  was  good  on  this  winter  day.  John  has  not 
been  in  haste  to  marry  for  he  has  waited  until  he  was  27  and  he  picks  a  bride  of  23.  It  was  evidently 
an  early  resolve  of  theirs  to  start  life  anew  at  the  virgin  township  of  Farmington.  At  any  rate  he  is  there 
three  years  later  when  the  Church  is  organized. 

1649,  Apl.  24.  Vol.  I,  p  190  G  C:  John  Loomis  is  on  the  jury  of  twelve  men  at  “a  Perticular  Courte” 
in  Hartford.  Eight  cases  of  damage  suits  were  tried  and  settled. 

1652,  Oct.  13.  Vol.  1,  p  1  C  R,  Farmington:  “.A  little  before  this  John  Loomis  was  Joined  to  this  Church” 
says  the  recorder.  He  was  writing  less  than  two  months  after  the  organization  of  the  Church  this  date. 
First  catne  the  seven  pillars,  then  our  John  Steele  the  town  recorder,  then  five  wives  of  the  pillars,  then 
John  Loomis  -  the  fourteenth.  These  14  members  represented  nine  families  -  such  was  the  modest  be¬ 
ginning  of  a  great  enterprise.  Rev.  W.  S.  Porter  names  John  Loomis  among  the  twenty  original  pro¬ 
prietors  of  Farmington  who  both  bought  the  first  land  and  settled  there.  It  would  seem  to  be  a  case 
however  of  maintaining  a  residence  in  both  Windsor  and  Farmington  for  the  next  six  years,  for  while  he 
joins  the  Church  and  rates  as  a  proprietor  at  Farmington  we  find  him  also  elected  to  office  in  Windsor 
as  per  the  following  item. 

1653/4,  Feb’y  21.  Vol.  I,  p  19  T  V,  Windsor:  “Cunstables  chossen  for  ye  yeare  insewing:  Robart 
Winchell  and  John  Lomes.”  If  by  this  Windsor  w'as  trying  to  tempt  him  back  from  Farmington  it  would 
seem  as  though  they  w’ould  have  offered  a  belter  job  than  that  of  constable.  However  we  believe  his 
stay  In  Farmington  did  not  continue  for  more  than  a  year  from  now',  for  he  probably  returned  to  Wind¬ 
sor  soon  after  the  sale  of  his  dwelling  house  at  Farmington  to  his  brother  Sainuel,  as  noted  below. 

1655,  Jan’y.  Vol.  II,  p  73  L  R:  “Land  in  fermingtun  belonging  to  Samewell  Lomes,  viz:  One  p’sell 
on  which  his  dwelling  house  now  standeth  with  other  outhouses  yeardes  or  gardens  thearein  being  which 
he  bought  of  John  Lomes  containing  five  acres  Abutting  on  the  River  West;  highway  east;  &  on  John 
Andrewes  his  Land  on  the  South  &  on  Samiwell  Steeles  Land  &  on  John  Steeles  Land  on  the  North.”  Also 
“one  p’sell  of  50  acres  in  the  Great  Meadow  bought  of  John  Lomes.” 

1655,  June  7.  Vol.  II,  p  67  C  C:  John  Loomis  now’  sits  on  the  County  Court  jury;  and  down  to  Nov. 
25,  1677  he  had  no  less  than  a  dozen  such  tours  of  duty. 

1657,  8,  Feb’y  22.  Vol.  I,  p  176  L  R,  Windsor:  “John  Loomes  hath  by  purchas  of  his  father  Joseph 
Loomis  w'hich  purchase  was  made,  in  the  yeare  1655  upone  ye  parfomiance  of  certayne  conditions  on 
John  Loomes  part  so  his  father  as  in  consideration  of  his  maintenance  to  alow  him  twenty  pounds  yearly 
duering  his  life  and  at  his  death  to  paye  one  hundred  pounds  for  him  as  hee  shall  dispose  of  it  in  three 
years  time  £20;  £40;  £40  ....  his  Dwelling  howse  barne  a.id  home  Lott  cownted  seven  acres  part 
of  the  home  lott  whereone  the  howse  stands.”  Four  other  pieces  are  described  on  same  page. 

1657/8,  Mch.  15.  Vol.  I,  p  35  T  V,  Windsor:  “Also  three  men  chosen  to  take  acount  of  the  state  of 
the  Towne  according  to  the  season  the  order  of  Court  requires  and  put  it  in  forme  acordingly.”  John 
Loomis  is  one  of  the  three. 

1658,  Dec.  2.  In  the  division  of  his  father’s  estate,  only  seven  days  after  his  death,  John  shared  equally 
with  his  brethren  in  the  distribution.  He  was  already  settled  at  the  homestead  acting  as  father’s  strong 
ann  in  his  declining  days.  As  the  inventory  shows  John  still  ow'ed  £60  on  the  property  which  he  no  doubt 
cleaned  up  in  a  year  or  so  in  anticipation  of  the  final  settlement.  This  agreement  of  the  Loomis  children 
occurs  within  3  months  of  the  death  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  Lord  Protector  of  England,  who  had  made  good 
his  promise  to  make  the  name  of  Englishman  as  respected  as  that  of  Roman  had  been;  among  other 
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things,  for  example,  demanding  toleration  for  the  Waldcnses  on  penalty  of  war.  Scarcely  had  his  son 
Richard  Cromwell  entered  on  his  office,  as  successor,  'vhen  the  forces  of  anarchy,  both  parliamentary 
and  military,  broke  loose  and  Richard,  amiable  but  weak,  gave  way  easily  to  Charles  II.  This  picture 
of  Charles’  life  and  reign  (1630  S5j  is  given  to  show  England’s  autocracy  in  contrast  with  America’s  de¬ 
veloping  democracy:  “So  ended,’’  says  the  record,  “the  worst  reign  in  English  history,  whose  sole  great 
*•  measure  was  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  (1679).  With  a  taste  for  the  arts  and  for  science,  he  was  able, 

{  shrewd,  affable,  easy-going,  active  of  habit,  physically  brave;  his  talents  serving  but  to  enhance  his  vices 

of  utter  selfishness  and  abject  sensualism." 

1658,  9,  Mch.  24.  Vol.  I,  p  38  T  \’,  Windsor:  “Also  to  goe  the  bounds  of  the  towne  with  Hartford 
men  one  Monday  nixt.”  John  Lomas  is  one. 

1659  60,  Jan’y  23.  P  41  Do:  “The  Townsmen  meat  and  John  Loumis  6:  Joseph  were  at  a  debate 
with  the  Townsmen  about  Joseph’s  scat.  Mr.  Henry  Clark  and  Mr.  Warham  asserted  that  the  Essue 
I  was  that  he  had  lost  his  scat,  acording  to  order  that  was  first  made.’’  Question.  Had  John’s  home- 

;  coming  after  an  absence  of  some  six  years  in  Farmington,  with  natural  drift  to  the  old  family  pew,  stirred 

I  up  his  brother  Joseph’s  dormant  church  going  proclivities  to  new  life  again? 

1659,  60,  Mch.  1.  Vol.  II,  p.  132  CC:  “Tccabon  ye  Ind:  pit  contra  Jo:  Loomis,  ef  al,  fort  heir  cattle 
spoyling  come  to  ye  damage  of  50  Bushls.” 

I  1660,  Desembr  3.  Vol.  II,  p  2  L  R,  Farmington:  “William  Corbe  Mortgaged  to  Richard  Jones  one 

hallfc  partt  of  a  bay  marc  and  halfc  a  edit  wch  Richard  Jones  and  Thomas  Judd  bought  of  John  lomcs, 
{  and  Thomas  Judd  solid  his  hallf  to  John  hartt  &  John  1  lart  sold  his  hallfe  partt  of  the  mare  and  collt 

i  to  William  Corbe.’’ 

I 

;  1660,  Dec.  6.  Vol.  11,  pp  145  &  167  C  C:  The  Court  appoints  John  Loomis,  et  al,  to  husband  the  estate 

f  of  John  Skinner  of  Windsor,  his  brother-in-law;  and  later  to  “take  care  to  preserve  the  estate  of  John 

I  Skinner’s  children.’’ 

i  1663,  Mch.  26.  Vol.  II,  p  55  T  V,  Windsor:  “Also  men  chosen  for  lister  Capt.  Newbery  and  to  joyne 

I  with  him  in  ye  work  at  home  John  Lomas,”  and  two  others. 

1666,  May  16.  Vol.  II,  p  222  G  C:  John  Loomis  is  among  the  thirty  one  deputies  present  at  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Court  today.  From  this  date  to  1668  and  from  1675  to  1688,  the  year  of  his  death,  or  for  16  years, 
he  represented  Windsor  at  this  Court;  and  during  this  time  he  attended  in  person  32  sessions  of  the 
Court  which  generally  sat  at  Hartford. 

1666,  Nov.  30.  Vol.  11,  p  4  T  V,  Windsor:  Here,  under  "the  sume  of  the  papers  broat  in  for  ye  min¬ 
isters,”  we  find  listed:  “John  Lomas  as  last  £1-5-8.”  His  brother  josep  Lomas  brought  in  £0-13-0. 

1667,  Nov.  29.  Vol.  11,  p  8T  V:  “John  Lomas  is  chosen  Townesman,”  one  of  six;  and  in  Dec.,  1671; 
Dec.,  1672;  Jan’y,  1674,  5;  and  June,  1676  he  was  chosen  again. 

1669,  Oct.  11.  Vol.  II,  p  519  G  C  Ptd:  John  Loomys  is  listed  in  the  freeman’s  census  for  Windsor,  in 
common  with  his  four  brothers,  Joseph,  Thomas,  Nathaniel  and  Samuel. 

1669, '70,  Feb’y  26.  Vol.  II,  p  20  T  V:  In  a  list  of  town  debts  appears:  “and  for  John  Loomys,  wolfe, 
£0-8-0.” 

1670,  Nov.  23.  Vol.  II,  p  105  C  C:  The  Court  orders  John  Loomis  to  pay  Owen  Tudor,  his  brother- 
in-law,  £13  for  “obligation  he  took  of  him  out  of  the  estate  of  John  Skinner  due  to  Mr.  Glover.” 

1675,  Apl.  8.  Vol.  I,  No.  137  P  C:  John  Loomis  is  summoned  “to  appeare  at  ye  Court  in  Hartford 
to  answer  to  ye  complaint  of  Daniel  Clarke  in  behalf  of  ye  Heires  of  Mr.  Thomas  Nubery,  deceased,  for 
trespassinge  upon  them  in  their  lands  ....  by  carryinge  away  Timber  out  of  ye  said  Lands  and  by 
your  uniust  claime  to  part  of  ye  lands  to  ye  sum  of  40  shillings  damage.  ” 

1675.  Vol.  I,  p  88  Stiles:  Among  the  citizens  of  Windsor,  who  were  taxed  for  the  support  of  the  rivulet 
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ferry,  John  Loomis  appears  in  the  Second  Class  of  taxpayers;  that  is,  one  who  has  “one  family,  one 
horse  and  two  oxen.” 

1675.  P  8S5  Do:  In  Dea.  Moore’s  account,  John  Loomis  appears  as  having  paid  in  4.s  to  the  Church. 
In  the  same  list  Nathaniel  and  Thomas  each  paid  4s.  John  also  receives  a  credit  apparently  of  “7s  for 
bott”  (bottles). 

1676,  June  8.  Vol.  II,  p  40  T  V:  He  is  on  a  committee  of  five  appointed  to  repair  the  old  church, 
now  in  a  “ruinous  condition,”  by  means  of  a  town  rate. 

1676,  June  1 1.  Vol.  I,  p  229  Stiles:  John  Loomis  was  a  contributor  to  the  amount  of  6s  to  the  Con¬ 
necticut  Fund  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  in  other  Colonies  due  to  the  King  Philip  War.  John  Loomis 
and  our  Jonathan  Gillett  Sen’r  were  on  the  committee  of  distribution.  See  the  Council  order  under 
Gillett. 

1677,  Aug.  17.  P  882  Do:  In  tlie  list  of  Rev.  Matthew  Grant,  John  Loomys  appears  as  having  had 
thirteen  children  born  at  Windsor.  On  the  same  list  we  find  his  four  brothers:  “Joseph  Loomys  2;  Samuel 
Loomys  5;  Thomas  Loomys  10;  Nathaniel  Loomys  10.” 

1677,  Aug.  31.  Vol.  Ill,  p  192  C  C:  John  Loomis  helps  to  take  the  inventory  of  the  estate  of  our 
Jonathan  Gillett  Sen.  From  1676  to  1687  John’s  name  appears  on  the  Probate  Records  14  times  as  ap¬ 
praiser,  twice  as  overseer,  once  as  assistor,  and  4  times  as  witness. 

1678,  Mch.  24.  Vol.  II,  p  37  T  V:  A  committee  is  named  to  run  the  line  between  Windsor  and  Sims' 
bury,  which  had  been  so  named  in  May,  1670.  John  Loomis  was  one  of  these. 

1678/9,  Jan’y  14.  P  48  Do:  John  Loomis  is  one  of  a  committee  of  six  appointed  by  the  Congregation 
to  “consult  with  the  Honord  Council  as  to  what  person  to  make  application  unto  to  procure  him  to 
carry  on  the  worke  of  the  ministry  in  this  place.” 

1679,  Apl.  14.  P  51  Do:  A  letter  to  “Rev.  Isaack  ffoster  is  read  to  ye  congregation”  and  Capt.  Nu- 
bery  and  John  Loomis  are  asked  to  be  messengers  to  take  same  to  him  and  bring  back  his  reply. 

1679  80,  Mch.  4.  Vol.  IV,  p  22  C  C:  Mr.  John  Loomis  is  named  by  the  Court  to  assist  the  widow 
Egleston  in  the  administration  of  her  estate. 

1679  80,  Jan’y  3.  Vol.  I,  p  212  Stiles:  There  was  trouble  in  the  Windsor  Church,  one  faction  trying 
to  organize  a  2'*  and  the  other  resisting  it.  Our  John  was  a  resister  evidently,  for  a  committee  of  ten, 
of  which  he  was  one,  to  secure  a  “supply  in  the  ministry”  w’as  not  acceptable  to  the  people,  only  27 
voting  for  them  in  town  meeting  this  date. 

1680,  July  19  &  24.  Vol.  IV,  p  37  C  C:  John  Loomis  Sen'r  and  Thomas  Loomis  help  to  appraise  the 
Estate  of  Henry  Wolcott  sen’r  of  Windsor.  In  Windsor  and  Wethersfield  he  had  estates  of  £3,977-16-00, 
one  of  the  largest  in  the  Colony.  He  had  been  the  first  general  store  keeper  of  Windsor. 

1681,  Nov.  30.  P  72  Do:  John  Loomys  Sen’r  helps  to  appaise  the  Estate  of  our  William  Buell  of 
Windsor.  In  December  he  was  an  appraiser  also  of  the  estate  of  our  Richard  Vore  of  Windsor,  of  whose 
Will,  too,  he  was  a  witness. 

1683/4,  Feb’y  18.  Vol.  II,  No.  123  P  C:  John  Loomys  sen’r  is  one  of  five  selectmen  of  Windsor  w'ho 
here  certify  that  they  did  upon  Dec.  29,  1681  lay  out  a  small  parcel  of  land  to  Mr.  Josias  Wolcott  to 
build  a  Warehouse  upon.  Josias,  son  of  Henry  above,  succeeded  to  his  father’s  general  store. 

1684/5,  Mch.  24.  Vol.  IV,  p  103  C  C:  John  Loomis  is  appointed  an  Overseer  of  the  estate  of  Thomas 
Stoughton  of  Windsor,  which  amounted  to  £941-08-00. 

1684/5,  Mch.  24.  P  104  Do:  John  Loomis  is  made  one  of  the  Overseers  of  the  John  Grant  Estate  of 
Windsor,  amounting  to  £424-00-00.  He  was  also  an  appraiser. 

1685/6,  Jan’y  29.  Vol.  II,p54TV:  “Fence  vewer  east  of  ye  River  Joseph  Lomas;  south  of  ye  Rivulet 
Jno  Lomas.” 
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1686.  P  193  Old  Ledger  of  Josiah  Wolcott  in  a  'c  with  Deacon  Jno  Looinys  Dr 

"Debits:  November  To  Soe  much  Brought  from  folio  19 . 

1 1th  To  1  bushll  of  .Salt  at  4s  w  ........ 

17th  To  2’  2  yds  p>cncstone  &c  p  Nathll  ...... 

1699  To  3S  bs  Indian  C  pd  Timo  ........ 

To  Salt,  ginger,  &  pipe  ........ 

To  si.\  other  lines  of  sundries  .  .  ..... 

"Credits:  1686 

Janr  By  3  bush  Wheat  &  6  bus  Ind  . 

By  pd  p  Bucklou  ......... 

By  due  to  his  son  Timothy  ........ 

May  '91  By  his  son  timothy  p  his  Ingagcmt  ...... 

12th  By  Nt  Loomys  p  workc  on  board  Coombe  ..... 


fl'  7-1 
0-  5-  0 
0-13-  3 
4-  5-  6 
0-  0-  0 

2-  6-lOH  £8-18-7 


1-  7-  0 
0-  3-  6 
6-15-  0 
0-10-  7 

0-2-6  £8-18-7” 


1687,  June  22.  Vol.  V,  pp  73-4  C  C:  “I  appoint  John  Loomis  Sen  and  Nathaniel  Loomis  Sen  my 
overseers,”  says  Mrs.  John  Fylcr  of  Windsor  in  her  will.  These  were  stirring  days  in  Connecticut  for 
Gov.  Andros  was  in  power.  It  was  during  this  year  that  the  Colonists  hid  the  King  Charles  Charter  in 
the  Charter  Oak. 


1688,  Aug.  27.  P  Ct,  Hartford,  Will  on  File:  “John  Loomiss  senior  of  Windsor  doe  beinge  of  a  com¬ 
petent  understandinge  and  memory  ordayne  and  appoynt  this  my  Last  Will  and  Testament.  Imprimis 
my  will  is  that  my  eldest  son  John  shall  have  a  double  portion  of  my  estate  in  Land  yt  to  bee  accounted 
for  part  that  he  have  already  bcene  possessed  of  and  by  this  1  give  liberty  to  bee  assured  of  (  ).  My 

will  is  that  all  my  land  on  both  sides  ye  River  shall  be  equally  devided  between  all  my  children  now  liv- 
ingc  I  leave  itt  in  charg  in  my  will  yt  there  bee  indeavered  of  all  a  ready  complyance  to  agree  in  ye  de- 
vission  itt  beinge  so  small  devissions  I  know  not  how  to  pleas  myself  nor  them. 

“My  will  is  yt  my  daughter  Elizabeth  shall  have  equall  portion  with  my  sons  excepting  John  of  ye 
moveable  estate  my  will  is  yt  my  wife  shall  have  ye  product  of  ye  thirds  of  all  my  land  as  long  as  she 
lives  and  that  ye  house  homested  &  Barne  Remayne  to  my  wife  as  longe  as  she  lives  and  ye  free  dispose 
of  itt  amongst  my  children  when  she  dies  &  thatt  ye  prt  of  my  moveable  estate  of  what  she  shall  chuse 
to  bee  to  her  free  dispose  mongst  my  children. 

“My  will  is  yt  my  son  Thomas’s  two  sons  shall  have  ten  pound  apees  of  my  moveable  estate.  I  apoynt 
my  wife  and  son  John  Executors  of  this  my  will  always  provided  yt  my  Just  debt  shall  bee  payd  out  of 
my  moveable  estate  and  if  itt  will  not  reach  every  one  proportionable  shall  abate. 

“My  will  is  that  (  )  by  my  wife  at  her  death. 

1  subscribe  my  hand 


Witness:  Abigaill  Aling 

Nathanale  Porter 


John  Loom  vs  Sr” 


1688,  Sept.  2.  Vol.  I,  p  47  B  M  D:  “Deacon  John  Loomis  Dyed,  Sept:  2d:  1688.” 

Thus  at  sixty  six  years  of  age,  the  first  John  Loomis  of  America  passes  to  his  reward.  The  stone 
erected  to  his  memory  is  still  preserved  in  the  Windsor  burying  ground,  and  it  rates  as  the  oldest  Loomis 
monument  in  America.  It  reads  as  follows:  “Decon  ;  John  Lo.mas  [  Aged  66  Years  [  He  Dyed  The'T  1 
OF  Sept.  1688  \ 

1688,  Dec.  4.  P  Ct  file:  Will  Exhibited  at  Court,  Hartford. 

1692  3,  Mch.  2.  Vol.  V,  p  51  C  C:  “Whereas  Deacon  John  Loomys  is  deceased  who  was  an  overseer 
to  John  Grant  estate  with  Samuel  Grant  the  Court  appoynts  Danll  Hayden  to  supply  said  Loomys  place.” 


I. 


CHILDREN 

(three,  four,  five  &  six  born  at  Farmington  probably,  though  all  13  are  recorded  at  Windsor) 
DEA.  JOHN  b.  Nov.  9,  1649;  m  (1)  Mary - ;  (sec  below) 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


2.  DEA.  JOSEPH  bp.  Nov.  7,  1651;  m.  Jan'y  28,  1675  6,  Hannah  Marsh;  he  d.  a  Oct.,  1699,  a;  48  she  d.  7  ch 

aft.  husband 

He  lived  in  Windsor.  Was  in  King  Philip's  War.  Both  joined  Windsor  Church  in  1685.  His  estate  totalled 
£277-09-06. 

3.  THOMA.S  bp.  Dec.  3,  1653;  m.  Mch.  31,  1680,  Sarah  White;  he  d.  Aug.  12,  168S,  x  35  she  d. -  2  ch 

They  lived  in  Hatfield,  Mass.  He  died  only  twenty  days  l-«forc  his  father.  She  was  second  cousin  of  her 
husband.  She  m  (2)  Nov.  12,  1689,  John  Bis.sell,  the  Bis.'^ells  moving  to  Lebanon,  Ct.,  in  1707. 

4.  SAMUEL  b.  June  29,  1655;  he  d.  within  month 

5.  SERGT.  DA.NIEL  b.  June  16,  1657;  m  (1 )  Dec.  23,  1680,  Mary  Ellsworth;  he  d.  June  25,  1740,  x  83  she  9  ch 

d.  bcf.  1713 

They  li’-ed  in  Windsor.  He  joined  Church  in  1685.  He  m  (2)  July  9,  1713,  Widow  Hannah  Drake.  His  will 
proved  Aug.  5,  1740. 

6.  JAMES  b.  Sept.  19,  1659;  he  d.  Dec.  14,  1669,  x  10 

He  was  one  of  six  persons  to  die  in  Windsor  in  1669. 

7.  TIMOIMY  bp.  July  28,  1661;  Mch.  20,  1689,  90,  Rebecca  Porter;  he  d.  May  19,  1710,  a:  49  she  d.  7  ch 

Apl.  21,  1750,  rc  83 

They  lived  in  Wind.sor  where  he  rated  as  "Mr.”  His  inventory  totalled  £462-08-08. 

8.  ENS.  NATHANIEL  b.  July  8,  1663;  m.  Nov.  28,  1689,  Ruth  Porter;  he  d.  June  25,  1732,  sc  69  shed.  6  ch 

Feb’y  10,  1753,  x  82 

At  16  he  was  in  the  King  Philip  War.  Joined  Church  in  1685.  They  lived  in  Windsor  and  later  moved  to 
Colchester,  which  he  represented  at  General  Court  1708  10.  He  died  at  Bolton,  Ct.,  his  inventory  £86-08-01. 

9.  DAVID  b.  May  30,  1665;  he  d.  June  24,  1665,  aj  one  month 

He  was  one  of  9  people  to  die  in  Windsor  in  1665. 

10.  DEA.  SAMUEL  b.  Aug.  12,  1666;  m  (1)  July  2,  1688,  Elizabeth  White;  he  d.  May  20,  1754,  x  88  she  d.  10  ch 

Feb’y  18,  1736,  ac  69 

They  removed  to  Colchester,  Ct.,  wlicre  in  1700  he  was  made  first  deacon  there.  He  m  (2)  Oct.  25,  1738, 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Noble  Church. 

11.  ISAAC  b.  Aug.  31,  1668;  he  d.  Dec.  12,  1688,  a:  20 

12.  ELIZABETH  b.  May  8,  1670;  m.  Feb’y  4,  1691 ,2,  John  Brown;  she  d.  Dec.  1  1,  1723,  a;  52  he  d.  Feb.  4,  1 1  ch 

1728/9,  a:  60 

She  joined  Windsor  Church  in  1685.  They  lived  in  Windsor;  his  inv’y,  £375-05-00.  Ancestors  of  John^  Brown 
the  liberator  "whose  soul  goes  marching  on”  (Owen’,  Capt.  John’,  John'). 

13.  MARY  b.  Aug.  7,  1673;  she  d.  May  14,  1675,  a?  2 

She  was  one  of  12  persons  to  die  in  Windsor  in  1675. 


DEA.  JOHN  LOOMIS  b.  Nov.  9,  1649 

MARY -  m(l)al670 

Mary - 

b. -  m  (2)  Dec.  30,  1696 

d.  a  1694  Widow  Sarah  Boltwood  Warner 
he  d.  Aug.  31,  1715,  fc  66 

1686.  Vol.  I,  p  887  Stiles:  Mary  Loomis  wife 
of  John,  John  Loomis,  Lydia  Loomis,  Mary  Loo¬ 
mis  and  Joseph  Loomis  were  all  taken  in  to  the 
Windsor  Church  during  the  year  1686  under  Rev. 
Samuel  Mather.  We  have  assumed  that  the  above 
“Mary  Loomis,  wife  of  John”  is  our  Mary  though 
the  Mary  Loomis  admitted  in  1685  may  have  been 
her. 

1694.  Vol.  I,  p  45  B  M  D:  “Mary  Wife  of  Dca- 


1649,  Nov.  9.  Vol.  I,  p  22  B  M  D:  “John  son 
of  John  Loomis  was  born,  Novbr:  9th;  1649.” 
Twelve  of  his  brethren  are  recorded  with  him 
here  at  Windsor.  John  was  the  oldest.  His  father 
had  come  to  America  at  sixteen  years  of  age  so 
that  this  John  ranks  as  the  first  John  Loomis  to 
have  both  been  born  here  and  died  here. 

1670.  He  was  somewhere  close  to  twenty  one 
when  he  took  to  wife  one  of  the  numerous  Marys 
of  his  time.  We  have  tried  hard  to  find  her  name 
but  without  result.  Stiles’  Windsor  history  says 
this  John  was  of  Windsor  and  Lebanon  while  the 
Lebanon  history  says  it  was  Deacon  John’s  son 
John  below  who  was  the  first  John  there.  The 
following  records  support  the  Windsor  view  that 
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THE  LOOMIS  FAMILY 


con  John  Loomis  Dyed . ”  We  have 

substituted  the  year  169*1  for  the  date  is  obliter¬ 
ated  in  the  record.  This  is  approximately  correct 
for  this  mother’s  tenth  child  was  born  on  March 
28,  1692,  just  when  the  oldest  one  was  turning  19. 
She  may  have  died  anytime  in  the  next  three  years 
at  perhaps  43  or  44  years  of  age.  Could  there  be  a 
harder  time?  Parsons,  the  poet,  asks  the  question: 

"What  shall  we  do  now,  Mary  being  dead, 

Or  say,  or  write,  that  shall  express  the  half? 
What  can  we  do  but  pillow  that  fair  head, 

And  let  the  springtime  write  Iier  epitaph?” 


this  John  did  actually  go  to  Lebanon  and  join  the 
church  there  in  1700.  He  became,  like  his  father, 
deacon  of  the  Church  at  Windsor.  He  was  also 
town  schoolmaster,  and  this  would  indicate  that 
he  had  had  a  good  education  which  he  used  to 
good  advantage.  As  the  coming  schoolmaster,  he 
would  be  specially  interested  in  the"Crand  Model” 
Constitution  for  the  Carolinas  put  into  effect  this 
year.  The  first  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  and  John 
Locke,  the  famous  philosopher,  wrote  this  "Grand 
Model”  on  the  principle  that  "compact  is  the  true 
basis  of  government  and  the  protection  of  prop- 
• - -  erty  its  great  end.”  It  was  greatly  praised  in  Eng¬ 

land,  but  after  a  23  year  trial  it  failed  and  was  finally  abandoned  as  totally  inapplicable  to  its  purpose. 
And  why  not,  in  free  America,  when  the  avowed  threefold  object  was  no  more  progressive  than  "the 
interest  of  the  proprietaries,  a  government  most  agreeable  to  Monarchy,  and  a  careful  avoidance  of  a 
numerous  democracy?”  It  wjis  monarchial  all  the  way  through,  though  the  intent  was  good.  Proprie¬ 
taries,  lords  of  manors,  nobles,  baronial  courts,  tenants,  leetmen,  &c.,  were  all  provided  for  in  verbose 
profusion. 

1676,  Dec.  28.  Vol.  II,  p  43  T  V:  "And  new  cunstables  chosen  which  was  John  Loomis  Jun  and  na- 
thaniell  Bissell.” 


1684/5,  Jan’y  27.  Vol,  IV,  p  217  C  C:  Both  John  Loomis  Sen  &  John  Loomis  Jr  are  named  as  over¬ 
seers  of  the  estate  of  John  Bissell,  son  of  our  Samuel  Bissell.  His  inventory  was  £127-02-08.  John  Loomis 
also  was  one  of  the  appraisers. 

1685,  Dec.  20.  Vol.  II,  p  54  T  V:  A  town  meeting  at  Windsor  now  reveals  that  there  are  two  school 
teachers  in  town.  For  about  ten  years  Mr.  Cornish  had  been  the  only  teacher.  Now  it  is  voted  to  pay 
the  money  formerly  paid  for  "the  Rent  of  John  Fitch’s  house  for  the  two  Last  years  past  shall  be  pd  to 
the  two  present  schoolmasters;  viz.,  to  Mr.  Cornish  30s.  and  to  John  Loomis,  50  shillings.” 

1688,  Aug.  27.  "I  apoynt  my  wife  and  son  John  Executors  of  this  my  will”  says  his  father.  Also 
"My  will  is  that  my  eldest  son  John  shall  have  a  double  portion  of  my  estate  yt  to  bee  accounted  for 
part  that  he  have  already  beene  possessed  of.” 

1688  abt.  Vol.  2,  p  24  L  R:  "Lands  in  Windsor  appertaining  to  John  Lomas  his  heyers  &  assignes  for 
ever  wch  he  hath  for  his  part  of  proportion  of  ye  lands  of  his  father  John  Lomas  Senr  deceased:  One 
parcell  in  plimoth  meadow  bounded  West  by  ye  hill.  East  by  ye  River:  alsoe  in  ye  pasture  one  parccll 
bounded  South  on  Joseph  Lomas  Senr  deceased  &  cast  on  brother  Joseph  Lomas;  also  on  ye  cast  side  of 
ye  River  towards  Podunke  bounded  West  on  ye  Great  River.”  On  successive  pages  are  recorded  the 
lands  of  the  brothers  John,  Joseph,  Daniel,  Timothy,  Nathaniel,  and  Samuel  -  all  sons  of  John  Lomas 
Sen’r  deceased. 

1689,  Oct.  8.  Vol.  V,  p  38  C  C:  John  Loomis  helps  to  appraise  the  estate  of  Major  Benjamin  Newbery 
of  Windsor.  The  total  was  £563-18-00. 

1690,  1,  Mch.  3.  Pill  Do:  At  Court,  on  the  presentation  of  the  Nuncupative  will  of  Owen  Tudor 
of  Windsor,  (John  Loomis  was  nephew  of  Owen  Tudor):  "John  Loomis  aged  about  39  years',  Testifieth 
&  saith;  I  was  watching  with  Owen  Tudor  sen.  about  three  nights  before  he  dyed,  &  I  Judged  him  to  be 
in  his  right  mind  &  He  declared  to  me  and  others  that  the  girls  should  have  £10  apiece,  &  Samuel  & 
Owen  should  have  the  rest,  only  Samuel  should  have  a  double  portion;  &  further  sayeth  not.  Rosa¬ 
mond  Elmer  Testifyeth  the  same.  Abraham  Colt  testifyeth  the  same.” 

1691,  Sept.  5.  P  19  "Josiah  Wolcott’s  Booke  in  acet.  with  Deacon  John  Loomis: 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


Debits: 


To  Soo  much  Brought  from  fTormer  a  c  p  36 

1691  Sept.  5  To  7  doz  of  Coat  buttons,  Stuffc  & 
Jan.  3  To  1  tub  of  Baye  Salt  at  Is 

1692  July  7  To  2  lb  Sugr  ^  71.  d  per  Ib 

1692  July  13  To  2  quts  Rum  &  tobacco 

1693  Mch.  21  To  a  quart  of  Rum 

Mch  29  To  5^  lbs.  of  Sugar  0,  7’  2^^ 

1694  May  4  To  his  son  John  acett 
May  4  To  a  qr  paper  0  14cl 
June  To  l-  Js  yds  blew  Linen  . 

June  To  a  serge  coat  lind 

To  25  lines  of  sundries 


ns 


Credits:  March 


October 
A  pi  ’95 


By  lbs.  fTlax  at  lOti  lb 
By  Carting  a  hhd  sugar  at 
By  1  bus  wheat  4s  . 

By  his  S^ns  Boating  up  my  Goods 
By  Bus  wheat  6-2.  5  bus.  India 
By  5  lines  of  sundry  things 


1696  By  Soe  much  due  to  BalR 


ffo  183 


£0-15-11 
0-6-6 
0-  1-  0 
0-  1-  3 
0-  4-  6 
0-  1-  3 
0-  3-  9 
0-  4-  0 
0-  1-  2 
0-  2-1 03-$ 
1-  0-  0 
4-19-  3 


0- 

1- 

3 

0- 

I- 

0 

0- 

4- 

0 

0- 

1- 

0 

1- 

6- 

0 

5- 

1- 

3 

£6-14- 

6 

1- 

7- 

IIH 

£8-l-5H 


£8-l-53i” 


1691/92,  Jan’y  27.  Vol.  II,  p  61  T  V:  “At  a  town  metin  in  Windsor  it  was  voted  that  Deacon  John 
Lomis  should  have  tenn  acres  of  land  at  the  south  end  of  pipestone  swamp  field.” 

1692,  June  14.  Vol.  I,  p  28  T  V:  “A  parcell  of  Land  measured  &  bounded  out  for  Deacon  John  Lomis 
&  Joseph  Lomis  it  Lyes  on  ye  sid  of  ye  Land  at  pipstone  swamp  -  bounded  on  ye  North  by  ye  one  Land 
all  side  elce  it  bounds  on  ye  Common  -  20  acres.” 

1695/6,  Jan’y  31.  Vol.  II,  p  67  T  V;  John  Lomis  Junr  is  among  the  13  “waywardens  chosen.”  At 
this  time  there  are  two  John  Loomises  in  Windsor  of  nearly  tlie  same  age.  Our  John  is  47  while  John 
the  son  of  Joseph  Junr,  is  45.  There  is  no  other  John  of  sufficient  age  to  be  waywarden.  Which  of  the 
two  Jolin’s  was  chosen? 

1696,  Dec.  30.  Vol.  II,  p  434  Stiles:  Sarah  Boltwood,  widow  of  Isaac  Warner  of  Deerfield,  Mass., 
who  d.  in  1691,  was  the  mother  of  fourteen  children  and  most  of  them  at  this  time  were  minors.  Most 
of  the  nine  children  of  John  Loomis  were  also  minors,  so  that  it  made  a  double  family  indeed  when  they 
joined  forces  through  the  marriage  of  the  parents  at  this  time.  It  would  seem  as  though  John  Loomis 
must  have  enlarged  his  house  at  Windsor  to  provide  for  them  all.  Sarah  lived  for  eleven  years  after 
John.  She  d.  July  14,  1726  at  Lebanon. 

1698/9,  Jan’y  31.  Vol.  II,  p  76  T  V:  Jno  Loomis  is  elected  one  among  eight  “fence  vewers.” 

1699/1700,  Feb’y  6.  Vol.  II,  p  78  T  V:  “Surveyors  chosen:  John  Loomis,”  one  among  three.  This  is 
the  last  record  at  Windsor.  Later  in  this  same  year  he  appears  at  the  new  town  of  Lebanon. 

1700.  Vol.  I,  p  1  C  R,  Lebanon:  “An  account  of  those  that  have  been  admitted  to  our  Church  from 
the  year  1700.”  John  Lomis  is  the  Id^*"  name.  His  wife  Sarah  Lomas  is  the  15‘''  name.  Son  John  Lomas 
was  admitted  Mch.  5,  1720/21.  Lebanon  was  incorporated  in  Oct.,  1700. 

1701,  Dec.  16.  Vol.  I,  p  23  T  V,  Lebanon:  “At  a  loyall  Town  Meeting  They  made  Choice  of  Deacon 
John  Lumis”  as  one  of  three  selectmen. 

1710,  Sept.  14.  Vol.  II,  p  236  L  R,  Lebanon:  Deacon  John  Loomis  for  “love  and  afection”  grants  to 
son  Zachariah  “my  house  I  now  live  in  with  ye  barn  &  home  lott  ....  and  my  first  Division  of 
Land  in  Lebanon;  the  House  Lott  containing  21  acres,  &  the  Division  parcell  containing  15  acres  .... 
only  its  further  to  be  understood  that  ye  said  Zachariah  Loomis  is  to  pay  to  his  father  such  sums  of 
money  as  I  expect  in  an  instrument  from  Zachariah  Loomis  to  his  father.” 
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1710,  Sept.  14.  P  238  Do:  Zachariah  Loomis  “the  more  especially  in  consideration  of  a  tract  of  land 
already  secured  by  Deed  from  my  Honored  Father  John  Loomis  ....  &  its  soe  to  be  understood  that 
ye  sd  Zachariah  Loomis  is  to  pay  to  his  sisters  fiv'e  pound  apeice  wch  is  £20  currant  at  ye  Demand  of 
his  father  Loomis  and  also  allow  his  sd  father  the  use  of  ye  one  half  of  ye  house,  barn,  orchard  &c  as 
Long  as  his  natural  Life  continue  ....  and  pay  for  as  many  of  ye  Debts  as  his  father  is  not  able 
to  pay  &  at  ye  Decease  of  his  father  then  to  allow  his  honored  Mother  the  Room  of  ye  house  they  now 
Live  in  Case  she  out  Liv^c  his  sd  father,  and  a  good  cow  continewly  and  meat  &  corn  with  fire  wood 
and  all  other  things  necessary  for  her  Comfortable  &  honorable  maintenance  for  Long  as  her  naturall 
Life  continues.” 

1715,  Aug.  31.  Vol.  1,  p  ISl  B  M  D,  Lebanon:  “Deacon  John  Loomis  died  August  the  31st  1715.” 
He  reached  the  age  of  66  the  same  as  his  father  had  done,  and  the  same  as  his  grandfather  Loomis  lack¬ 
ing  two  years.  There  is  no  probate  record  since  the  above  deeds  were  made  in  lieu  of  will. 

CHILDREN 

(all  bom  at  Windsor,  Conn;  all  by  first  wife) 

1.  MARY  b.  Mch.  20,  1672  3;  m.  Nov.  20,  1695,  Dca.  John  Buell  (see  below) 

2.  ELIZABETH  b.  Dec.  31,  1677;  m.  Nov.  30,  17M,  Francis  Griswold;  she  d.  Apl.  13,  1718,  ae  41  he  d.  Apl.  0  ch 

10,  1760,  £P  69 

They  were  of  Windsor.  lie  m  (2)  Dec.  13,  1721,  one  who  d.  Fcb’y  18,  1754.  He  m  (3)  Dec.  23,  1755,  Wid.  8  ch 
Patience  Starr  who  d.  Apl.  19,  1761. 

3.  DEBORAH  b.  Jan’y,  1679,  SO;  ni.  June  5,  1700,  Jonathan  Fillcy;  she  d.  aft.  husband  he  d.  a  May,  1740,  7  ch 

a:  68 

They  lived  in  Windsor.  He  left  estate  but  inventory  was  not  recorded. 

4.  ZECH.ARIAH  b.  Nov.,  1681;  m.  1707,  Joanna  Abel;  he  d.  .Apl.  6,  1751,  a;  70  she  d.  Nov.  25,  1759,  x  77  10  ch 

He  removed  to  Lebanon  with  father.  There  he  married  and  commanded  the  title  of  “Mr.” 

5.  EZEKIEL  b.  Oct.,  1683;  m.  July  6,  1715,  Mary  Temple;  he  d.  1756,  a:  73  she  d.  7  ch 

fhey  removed  to  Lebanon.  She  was  from  Concord,  .Mass.  She  was  living  in  1767. 

6.  EPHRAIM  b.  Nov.,  16S5;  he  d.  Jan’y  10,  1697/8,  x  12  years. 

7.  REBECCA  b.  Dec.,  1637;  m.  Dec.  10,  1713,  Josiah  Rockwell;  she  d.  he  d.  Nov.  13,  1742,  a?  64  6  ch 

Rebecca  Loomis  is  the  40th  name  on  the  Lebanon  Church  roll.  They  were  residents  of  Windsor,  Ct.  His 

estate  totalled  £359-16'!  1. 

8.  RUTH  b.  Jan’y  28,  1689,90;  m.  June  20,  1708,  John  Adams;  she  d.  he  d.  Nov.  22,  1732  11  oh 

He  was  grantee  and  early  settler  of  Colchester,  Ct. 

9.  JOHN  b.  Mch.  28,  1691/2;  m.  a.  1711 

They  lived  first  at  Lebanon  where  one  child  was  born  in  1712.  In  1747  they  removed  to  Andover,  Conn. 

LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Dca.  John  Buell  b.  1671  m.  Mary  Loomis  b.  1672/3 

Capt.  Solomon  Buell  b.  1715  m.  Eunice  Griswold  b.  1721 

Ira  Buell  b.  1745  m.  Paidence  Dcming  b.  1741 

Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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THE  LUGG  FAMILY 


JOHN  LUGG 

JANE  DIGHTON 
b.  a  1610 
d. - 

1610.  Vol.  45,  p  303NEH«S:G:  In  her  father’s 
will  of  Jan’y  31,  1639  he  speaks  of  his  “eldest 
daughter  Jane.  ’’  This  enables  us  to  put  her  ahead 
of  the  ne.xt  oldest  sister  whose  age  is  known.  She 
was  born  probably  at  or  near  Gloucester,  England. 

1638  9,  Feb’y  10.  Vol.  I,  p  572  M  H  B:  Jane 
Lugg  is  admitted  to  membership  in  the  First 
Church  of  Boston. 

1647,  Oct.  27.  Vol.  II,  p  198  P  Ct,  Boston: 
Jonathan  Negus  was  “granted  the  inheritance  of 
the  house  and  ground  of  John  Lug  to  the  value  of 
20  "  that  he  may  dispose  of  the  same  towards  the 
education  of  his  five  Children.”  This  means  that 
John  Lugg  had  died  and  that  his  wife  Jane  had 
before  this  time  married  (2)  Jonathan  Negus.  By 
him  she  had:  “Isaac  of  Jonathan  Nagoose,  aged 
10  days,  bp  3  day  1  mo.  1650;  Maria  of  Jonathan 
and  Jane  Negus  b.  July  6,  1653.”  Isaac  Negus, 
Taunton  1675,  cooper,  styles  himself  sole  heir  of 
Jonathan  Negus,  late  of  Boston,  m.  Apl.  7,  1679 
Hannah  Andrews  [Savage  III,  p  266).  Capt. 
Isaac  d.  Nov,  29,  1700  [Vol.  II,  p  29  P  Ct,  Taun¬ 
ton.] 

The  death  of  Jane  Dighton  Lugg  Negus  is  not 
recorded. 


His  death  is  not  recorded;  but  it  occured  about  this 
years  old. 


1636,7,  Mch.  7.  Vol.  II,  p  274  N  E  H  &  G; 
Boston  Rec:  “Elizabeth  the  daughter  of  John 
Lugg  &  Jane  his  wife  was  borne  7'’(I°)  Jm;.”  1'his 
is  the  first  record  of  John  Lugg  in  America  we 
believe.  It  is  thought  that  he  brought  his  family 
over  at  the  same  time  when  the  Williams  and  the 
Hagburne  families,  whose  wives  were  both  Jane’s 
sisters,  came  (1635).  In  the  ne.xt  item  the  refer¬ 
ence  to  “nine  heads”  is  probably  to  nine  head  of 
cattle.  The  house  and  garden  were  on  present 
School  Street,  south  side,  on  or  near  where  the 
easterly  end  of  the  Parker  House  now  stands. 

1639,  40,  Jan’y  27.  Vol.  II,  p  47  Boston  Ser: 
“Also  there  is  granted  to  John  Lugg  a  great  Lott, 
for  9  heads,  at  the  Mount,  upon  the  Usual  Condi¬ 
tions.”  On  page  29  of  the  Book  of  Possessions, 
without  date,  we  find  this:  “John  Lugg  his  pos¬ 
session  within  the  limits  of  Boston:  One  house  and 
garden  bounded  with  the  streete  on  the  west  and 
on  the  north:  Richard  Fairebanks  South:  and 
John  Syndcrland  cast.”  Also,  “two  Acres  in  the 
New  feild  hounded  with  the  Comon  on  the  soutli” 
.  .  .  .;  also,  “13/2  acres  more  in  the  new 
field;”  also,  “at  Braintree  fifty  one  Acres  bounded 
with  Rocky  Comon  north”.  .  .  . 

1642/3,  Jan’y  19.  Vol.  II,  p  261  N  E  H  &  G: 
Samuel  Hagborne  of  Roxbury,  Mass.,  says  in  his 
will:  “Item.  I  give  unto  my  brother  Lugg  four 
bushels  of  Indian  come  and  my  suite  of  apparell.” 

1646.  John  Lugg  did  not  live  long  enough  in 
America  to  make  much  impression  on  the  records, 
year,  when  he  could  hardly  be  more  than  36  or  37 


b. - 

m. - 

d.  a  1646 


CHILDREN 

(middle  three  are  on  Boston  records  both  town  and  Church;  first  child  was  born  in  England) 

1.  ESTHER  b.  1634;  m.  a  1656,  James  Bel!  (see  below) 

2.  ELIZABETH  b.  Mch.  7,  1637,  8  She  was  bp.  Mch.  24,  1639. 

3.  MARY  b.  Aug.,  1642;  m.  Feb’y  11,  1658,9,  Nathaniel  Barnard 
They  were  m.  at  Boston  by  Richard  Bellingham,  Dep.  Gov.,  who  later  was  summoned  to  London  to  answer 
charges  against  himself;  but  refused  to  go  and  yet  appeased  H  R  M  by  a  shipload  of  masts. 

JOHN  b.  Aug.  2,  1644  he  d.  1647,  ac  3  He  was  bp.  when  two  days  old. 
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THE  LUGG  FAMILY 


5.  CHILD  b.  a  1646 

Five  children  are  referred  to  in  Court  paper  of  Oct.  27,  1647  which  shows  that  father  had  died  and  mother  had 
married  again. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

James  Bell  b. - m.  Esther  Lugg  b.  1634 

Samuel  Crossman  b.  1667  m.  Elizabeth  Bell  b.  1668 

William  Bassett  b.  1694  m.  Mary  Crossman  b.  1695 

William  Bassett  b.  1726  m.  Lydia  Fisher  b.  1730 

Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 


II  HI  ■  p 


“1 
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dMI  •  .d  aJtHO  Ji 
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TH3023a  3HU 
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OCT  I  -d  ivUi'H  uiLx4  •«'  5£TI  .d  tnwtS  mcilDW 
^TTi  .d  llooU  .m  WTl  .d  nMesfl  rtadiaM 

2031  .d  <mi3  3rul<jm3  .rn  T081  .d  oitMerifl  IbuQ  saiaO 


THE  IvIARVIN  FAMILY 


ROGER  MERVIN 

MATILDA - 

b.  - 

d.  after  husband 


b.  a  1430 

m. - 

d.  Sept.  8,  1475 


1430.  P  21  Marvin  English  Ancestry  (1900): 
Roger  Mervin  was  of  St.  Stephen’s  Parish,  Ips¬ 
wich,  County  SufTolk,  England.  He  was  born  as 
early  as  1430  since  he  left  son  old  enough  to  be 
executor  in  1475.  His  will  following  shows  that  he 
was  a  churchman  and  that  he  owned  lands  and 
tenements.  He  spanned  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth 
century  in  the  course  of  which  we  get  fairly  beyond 
•  the  Middle  Ages.  The  feudal  form  of  Societ}'  has 

been  gradually  undermined,  and  strong  national  monarchies  have  arisen  in  the  various  European  coun¬ 
tries.  The  Eastern  Empire  comes  to  an  end,  being  overthrown  by  the  Turks  in  the  middle  of  this  century. 
Spain  becomes  one  great  nation  by  the  union  of  Aragon  and  Castile. 


1475,  Sept.  8.  P  21  Do:  Matilda  .Marvin  was 
joint  executor,  with  son  John,  of  her  husband’s 
estate  and  with  him  inherited  the  entire  estate. 


1475,  Sept.  8.  P  24  Do;  Vol.  11  (1458-77),  p  289  Suffolk  Wills;  abstract,  original  being  in  Latin:  “In  Dei 
Nomine,  Amen.  I,  Roger  .Mervyn,  of  Ipswich,  on  Sunday  next  after  the  Feast  of  the  Nativity  of  the 
Blessed  Virgin  Mary,  1475,  do  make  my  will  as  follows:  To  be  buried  in  the  Parish  Church  of  St.  Stephen’s 
Ipswich.  To  the  high  alter  of  the  said  Church,  for  my  tithes  forgotten,  iijs  iiijtf;  for  the  repairs  of  the  said 
Church,  xxs.  To  Matilda,  my  wife,  and  John,  my  son,  all  my  lands  and  tenements,  and  all  my  goods  and 
chattels,  moveable  and  immovable,  and  all  debts  due  me  on  condition  that  they  pay  all  my  debts.  And  I 
require  all  my  feoffees  who  are  enfeoffed  in  all  the  said  lands  and  tenements  to  deliver  to  the  said  Matilda 
and  John,  and  their  heirs,  full  scisen  of  the  aforesaid  lands  and  tenements.  To  fullfill  this  my  present  Will 
I  make  the  said  Matilda  and  John  executors.  Roger  Mervyn.” 


1475,  Sept.  10.  P  25  Do:  Will  was  proved  in  the  borough  of  Ispwich,  Suffolk,  and  administration  of  ail 
goods  of  the  said  deceased  Roger  was  granted  to  the  executors  within  written.  Note  in  the  will  the  “Feast 
of  the  Virgin  Mary.  ”  This  was  one  of  the  “  black-letter  days”  of  the  Anglican  Church,  occurring  8  Sept., 
which  fell  on  Friday  1475.  “The  Sunday  after”  was  therefore  10  Sept.,  and  as  this  is  the  date  of  probate, 
the  Will  appears  to  have  been  proved  on  the  very  day  it  was  drawn. 


CHILDREN 

(only  child  named  in  will) 

1.  JOHN  b.  a  1453;  m. -  (see  below) 


JOHN  MARVIN 

b.  a  1453 

m. - 

1453.  P  30  Do:  John  Marvin’s  birth  at  Ips¬ 
wich,  England,  is  approximate  since  he  must  have 

b.  - 

-  d. 

d. 

been  of  legal  age  to  be  named  executor  by  his 
father  in  1475.  The  “War  of  the  Roses”  (1455- 
1485)  began  approximately  with  his  birth  and  con- 

tinned  through  his  youth  and  young  manhood.  This  war  saw  the  last  of  the  old  personal  displays  of 
chivalry,  as  well  as  the  old  style  of  fortifications,  both  becoming  useless  before  the  new  invention  of  gun¬ 
powder.  There  were  three  great  inventions,  indeed,  that  affected  the  general  state  of  mankind  in  the  1 5th 
century  -  gunpowder,  printing  and  the  compass. 

1475,  Sept.  8.  P30Do:  On  this  date  of  his  father’s  death  John  was  living  in  Ipswich.  He  was  made  joint 
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T  FI  E  MARVIN  FAMILY 

executor  with  his  mother  Matilda  and  inherited  jointly  with  her  all  of  his  father’s  estate.  John  left  no  will 
so  far  as  is  known. 

CHILDREN 

(here  given  as  probable) 

1.  SON  (prob.  JOHN)  b.  a  1480;  m. - (see  below) 

2.  ROBERT  b.  a  1490;  m.  Isbell - 

he  d.  a  jan’y,  1556  7,  ae  a  67  she  d. -  He  was  of  Ramsey,  England. 

.3  ANN  b. - m.  Robert  Borflete  5 

He  was  probably  of  Harwich.  England.  In  1556/7  her  brother  Robert’s  will  names  her  5  children. 


JOHN  MARVIN 


b.  a  1480 


b. 

d.  aft.  husband 


m. - 

d. - 


1480.  P  38  Do:  About  t'ne  year  1480,  which 
approximates  the  time  when  Columbus  was  laying 
his  dreams  of  a  new  world  before  King  John  1 1  of 
Portugal,  John  Marvin  was  born  at  Ramsey, 
Essex  County,  England,  where  later  he  became  a 
citizen.  This  John  is  of  suitable  age  to  be  the 
father  of  the  children  below,  but  it  is  not  certain. 
It  may  have  been  Reinold.  “His  children  were 
certainly  four  and  possibly  six  or  seven;  three  of 
them  lived  in  Ramsey,  and  their  names  are  learned 
■  from  the  wills  of  two  of  the  sons  below.  While  only 
one  of  these  mentions  a  sister,  a  later  will  seems  to  show  that  there  were  other  daughters.  The  dates  are 
unknown  but  some  of  them  may  be  learned  approximately  from  the  same  sources.” 


1540.  P3SDo:  “Widow  Marvin,  ”  is  mentioned 
in  Exchequer  Lay  Subsidy,  Essex  103  237,  32 
Henry  VIII,  as  taxed  in  1540  in  Ramsey  on  her 
movables,  XVs.  She  may  have  been  John  Mar- 
vin’s  relict. 


CHILDREN 

(named  in  wills  below) 

1.  JOHN  b.  a  1510;  m. - .  he  d.  a  1585,  a;  a  75  she  d.  5  ch 

In  1540  “John  of  Ramsey”  was  taxed  there  on  his  moveables,  1 2s'6d.  The  willsof  brothers  Rynolde  and  Thomas 
prove  that  he  was  married  and  had  issue,  but  the  wills  do  not  reveal  their  names. 

2.  RYNOLDE  b.  a  1514;  m.  Johan - (see  below) 

3.  THOMAS  b.  a  1519;  m.  Mrs.  Barbara  Brett 

On  Oct.  14,  1561  his  will  is  dated;  only  one  child  Matthew  is  named.  Will  names  also  3  Brett  children.  He  lived  at 
Ramsey;  had  estates  at  Little  Oakley  and  in  Suffolk  Co. 

4.  CHRISTIAN  b.  a  1521;  m.  Thomas  Herdc;  she  d.  bef.  1561  he  d. 

Thomas  Herde  was  of  Ramsey.  He  was  e.xecutor  of  the  will  of  Thomas  Marvin,  brother. 


RYNOLDE  MARVIN  b.  a  1514 

JOHAN -  m. - 

b.  -  d.  1554/5 

d.  -  £e  a  41 


1554,  Dec.  21.  P78Do:  "I  do  make  Johan  my 
wyfe  my  Sole  executrix,”  says  her  husband.  “  I 
give  to  Johan  my  wyfe  all  my  howses  &  landes  for 
the  terme  of  her  lyfe  to  kepe  my  chyldren  di  hyrs 
withall  till  they  be  abell  to  heipe  themselves.” 
Also,  "all  my  yewes  that  I  have  in  my  farme  of 


1514.  P  75  Do:  Rynolde  Marvin  was  born 
probably  at  Ramsey,  Essex  County,  about  1514. 
He  spent  his  whole  life  here  and  in  his  will  calls 
himself  a  yeoman.  His  will  gives  every  evidence 
of  prosperity  which  means  undoubtedly  that  he 
was  a  very  industrious  farmer  of  sound  judgment 
to  have  accomplished  so  much  in  so  short  a  time. 
Here  is  a  picture  of  the  century  in  which  he  spent 
his  short  life  of  41  years.  It  is  taken  from  an  ad¬ 
dress  of  Rev.  Dr.  Arthur  Mitchell  in  N.  Y.  Observer 
of  1893:  “  It  was  a  century  every  way  marvelous. 


1  li'  1 


YJlMATHIV^AMaHT 

IRw  on  iW  niiot  ^l&}»  s'TarlJBl  «ifl  lo  lie  ■ml  iftlw  \(t)nk>l  bn#  sbIbcM  -ndJorn  ilrt  rfJlw  io]tr>9X9' 

^won^  ti  Misl  o« 

^  -r 

na^iajiHO 

(tMadoiq  e»  mvij  »mf)  »  '  ‘ 

<«Mobd  «|)  — —  .m  ;QKI  *  jd  (VIHOl  detq)  ViO0  .1 

—  iMii  Ri  oHi  •  ja  1 

.bnUanS  lo  <8«  - .b  arfi  Td»»  ,T  dMI 

i  .  waChofl  iiadoJl  .m  — y  wd  MMA  t  ^ 

,  .#iiriLlid>  ?  "nd  aomBn  UW»  t'woiail  T|(ii<nrt  Tsd  T,dMI  ol  i«no^|n3  V»  xWnfcnq  aH  *  ' 

flaWw  .08^1  lew  »i)odA  loH  Bl  *I  .08^1 
^ynf  tt'#  eudmuloD  fi’Mbw  arnb  aril  nJitmhtoiqqfi 
Id  1 1  nrlo(,  jjfiiJI  Wtow  ’*mi  &  lo  «nn»ib  dH 

IB  mod  nivioM  ndol. 

•  arraodd  3ff  t*jJal  ynntw  ,bnBl|<f3  .'(inucO  »>w3 
■Mil  mI  of  oge  olrUiiut  V>  zl  ariot,  ^r(T  ^xbb 
.nltiw  ^ca  ^  ll  lud  ,wobd  iwtUbb  mIj  lo  lodfsl 
9»wr  ndtbUria  *111”  .bto«b51  imd  y/Bd  il 
lo  ■sdiiii  •.»r>v^  to  xiz  yWlzicq  bna  tool  ybdaren 
baitiRol  diB  tamon  litd!  bow  ,\ts«fiMi5i  id  imrti 
vino  slirf^  .w«(»d  »ia«  adi  lo  o-wi  lu  iJWw  m1i  moil 

tta  «otrJ>  »riT  loriio  itn^  larti  vkocIb  od  vm9m  iUvii  ■tMbI  b  ,Tsi«i«  ft  znoimxn  Mad)  lo  too 

”.c»>iiJo*  VTiM  arfi  riMit)  ybismiBOKiqB  bomocil  td  yatninafti  lo  vnot  Slid  n>vcwiiau 


OPAI  fi  d  V!H0|. 


bnadzuH  .An  Jb 

bMiwinsro  d ’\ribn«M  w)bjW**  :o0  8C*l  .OWI 
it  Sit  60i  xattS  «xbiadu2  .iMipofbBS  ni 
•oti  no  X3«<wlH  ni  0^1  ni  baxfJ  <«  «1UV  xvoH 
•ibM  miot  mod  avod  x^  9^2  .bVX  .ntdAVom 

JoUsi  B'nhr 


HaAqJIMD 

* 

■  tUn*  nl  bwn) 

(ti  2  ft  alia  ^  •  ai  ,WW  •  .b  ad  .—  .m  ,0111  «  .d  MHOl  .•! 

lanioifTbnaaUwixflmilJntdlMfllw  >flT  b^tfl  noarwli  bwaj  «bv»  ••x«fn«Jlloii»4ol“0«l  nl 

ntnan  ibd)  itattn  fo«i  ab  dll'#  adi  HiA  .tuatl  bad  bna  Ijahuan  ■■«  td  laib  avoiq 

a.daOJOldYll  .{ 

iiaiB  saadtafl  nid  .m  ;dl2l  •  dAMQHT  .C 

I*  bwtfaH  f>«i8  (  od*  wOMO  b^m«ii  d«radiiidd  Utn>>iw>xlnosl«iabaiIUw  Mii  Idii  «»l 

jiO  iialbo^  ni  Wn*  tedddO  ditU  }•  <M«Ma  b«d  ;xainMil 

bad  IMI  .lad  .b  adt  :ab\aH aaiaodT  jn ;Jltl  B  jf  WlAlTdlJS-O  > 
.ladiMd  .niruM  ntiBodT  kt  tUa  adi  lo  muaMta  tmm  al-l  .xaBimll  lo  t«w  almH  MfnodT 


mod  ttw  niviBM  abJonvA  rod  ?T  *1  .Mil 
nil  luodB  ,t»mxO  Jiae^  .xowtiBfl  )b 
stlb’j  Ifh#  aid  ni  bfiA  md  alii  alodw  cid  liiaqa  aH 
TWiafcl'/a  »vii  Mil#  ziH  Jtomoax  b  llawiiri 
ad  Jiidi  xibajduobnu  ansam  rbldw  xi'i'XItcrUi  lo 
inamjlbcfl  twuiac  lo  tarniel  euohi^ubni  xnv  b  bbw 
.amii  6  noffo  ot  ni  ibum  ot  baddlqnicnoB  avad  oi 
«taq4  ad  rfoid#  ni  viiiJmo  adJ  lo  arutaiq  ■  ai  amH 
'ba  (u  rnuil  naiiiil  «  il  .aioax  lb  lo  alU  Moda  aid 
taitarfO  t'f  M  ni  RaibJlM  lodmA  aO  .vaAlo  aaanb 
.auola'nain  vbw  rrr^  xiolmo  b  *«w  II  '*  :C08I  lo 


nil  B  .rf  Ml VII AM  aOJOMYrf 

-  m  - MAHOL 

l>«l,b  - .d 

I  f  a. »  - i>  — 

xm  iiBdo(,  adorn  ob  1  **  ;ciQ8T'l  .IS  .>aQ  ,fl?I 
I  •*  .bnadwd  »d  rxd»  “,*nJiDa)o  alo2  xn»  >lX'» 
art  eabnnl  fc  aaewod  xin  11b  Axw  xm  nBrlo^  ol  avij 
ri  <d  A  fiaiblyrta  ym  aqbi  of  rtyl  ^d  lo  aomJ  aril 
•*.t»vhtiwtlf  aqlad  oJ  Ihdt  ad  x*dJ  Ub  MbHiIw 
lo  amiBl  xin  nl  avad  I  Isdl  raway  ym  Mb**  ,oi1A 


526 


BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


East  Haull  &  the  Ray  &  Banvycke;”  also  all  the  A  century  of  fiercest  strifes,  of  noblest  studies,  of 

_ _ _ magnificent  achievements,  but  the  grandest  of  all 

7~  marvels  which  it  exhibits  to  our  view  is  the 

recovery  of  the  Christian  Scriptures  from  their  long  burial,  or  rather  their  access  to  the  minds  of  the  com¬ 
mon  people,  and  the  life,  and  might,  and  enterprise,  and  learning,  and  freedom  which  everywhere  burst 
Orth  in  their  track.  The  century  in  which  the  American  spirit  was  born,  that  spirit  which  has  given  im¬ 
pulse.  direction,  and  character  to  the  national  life  until  this  day.  was  a  century,  if  we  may  say  so,  created 
by  the  Christian  Scriptures.” 

w  Somerset  House,  London;  Commissary  London,  Essex  and 

of  December  in  the  yere  of  our  Lorde 
God  1554  Raynold  Marven  of  Ramsey  in  the  countey  of  essex  yeman  of  hole  mynde  &  good  Rernembranc 
do  make  and  ordayne  thys  my  last  wyll  &  testament  after  thys  forme  folow-ying;  fyrst  I  bequeth  my  Soule 
Rarn^y^^^^^  maker  &  my  body  to  be  buryed  in  the  churche  of  Saynt  Myghell  the  Archangell  of 

“Item  I  pve  unto  Johan  my  wyfe  all  my  howses  &  landes  for  terme  of  her  lyfe  to  kepe  my  ehyldren  & 
hyrs  withall  till  they  be  abell  to  hclpe  themselfs  &  to  kepe  the  howses  in  reper  as  you  &  ye  lands  in  ffensy- 
ing  &  she  to  make  no  stryppe  no  wast  of  tymber  &  woodcs. 

Item  I  gyve  to  ye  brydge  of  Ramsey  xxvj“  viij<^  to  be  payd  when  yt  ys  a  makying  or  a  mending. 

Item  I  gyve  to  Rycharde  my  Sonne  a  tenement  called  Benettes  lying  in  Ramsey  &  all  the  landes  thereto 
be  longgying  after  the  dccesse  of  hys  mother  to  hym  &.  to  hys  aeyres. 

“  Item  I  gyve  to  Edwarde  my  Sonne  a  tenement  lying  in  Wrabnes  with  ye  landes  thereto  be  longying 
both  free  and  copye  after  the  decesse  of  hys  mother  to  hym  &  to  hys  ayeres. 

“Item  I  gyve  to  John  my  Son  a  tenament  lying  in  Ramsey  the  wyche  I  bought  of  John  Dave  called 
Genettes  &.  the  landys  thereto  belongyng  after  ye  decesse  of  his  mother  to  hym  &  to  hys  aeyres  &  also  I 
gyve  to  the  sayd  John  x“  of  money  to  be  payd  hym  at  xxj  yeres  of  Age. 

Item  I  wyll  yff  any  of  my  iij  Sonnes  do  dey  befor  they  come  to  the  age  of  xxj  yeres  that  then  the 
a^y ve  ^  theyre  parte  so  being  dew  to  be  devydyd  in  equall  partes  betwyn  them  yt  Remayn 

Item  I  gyv  to  my  iij  Daughters  yt  ys  Audre,  Margere  &  Barbara  x"  apece  to  be  payd  unto  them  at  the 
age  of  XX  yeres  &  yf  any  of  them  do  dey  beffor  they  come  to  ye  age  of  xx  yeres  then  I  wyll  yt  her  parte  be 
equaly  devyd  to  ye  lyving  of  the  sayd  daughters. 

n  Thomas  Churchman  vj^  viijL  Item  I  gyve  to  the  wedowe  Kyng  vj»  viijL  Item  to  Loye 

^oJol'inJohnsonneiiijHiij'i.  ItcmtoBcscWyxewedosveiij^iiij'J.  Item  to  Als  Betryche 
iij'*  iij  .  Item  I  gyve  to  Mare  Wales  x»  &  thys  money  to  be  payd  wyth  in  xiiij  dayes  after  my  buryall.  Item 
I  gyve  to  John  How  the  elder  xx*.  Item  I  gyve  to  John  Howe  the  yongher  xx*.  Item  I  give  to  Stephyn 
How  XX*,  these  legacys  to  be  payd  within  viij  wekes  after  my  buryall. 

Item  I  gyve  to  crystyan  my  mayd  an  ewe.  Item  to  Johan  my  mayd  an  ewe.  Item  to  Marget  my  mavd 
an  ewe.  o  j  j 

Item  I  gyve  to  Johan  my  wyve  all  my  yewes  that  I  have  in  my  farme  of  east  Haull  &  the  Ray  &  Bar- 
wycke.  Item  I  wyll  that  yflfmy  wyfe  chanche  for  to  marye  agayn  then  I  wyll  she  shall  be  bounde  before 
that  she  do  marye  to  my  brother  John  Mervyn  &  to  my  Brother  thomas  Mervyn  for  my  chyldren’s  stockes 
&  legacys  with  ij  suflfyeyent  Suertes  in  dobull  the  valew  ffor  the  performanc  off  yt  accordyng  to  my  wyll 
or  ells  to  delyver  the  sayd  stockes  before  that  she  do  marye  into  the  handes  of  the  sayd  John  Merven  & 
Thomas  Merven. 

Item  I  gyve  to  Johan  my  wyfe  all  the  Rest  of  my  goodys  unbequeathed  both  movable  &  unmovables 
howm  I  do  make  my  Sole  executrix  &  she  to  pay  my  dettes  &  my  legacys  &  to  see  my  wyll  fullfyllyd.  These 
being  wyttnes  Wyllyam  Vaughan,  Robert  Blasse,  Thomas  Hedge  with  other  more. 

By  me  Reynalde  Mervyn” 
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CHILDREN 

(as  per  father's  will;  all  born  probably  at  Ramsey,  Eng.) 

1.  RICHARD  b. - ;  He  inherited  “Bennetts”  farm  in  Ramsey. 

2.  ADORE  b. - ;  She  was  given  £10  in  the  will. 

3.  MARC  ARE  b. - ;  She  too  inherited  £10. 

4.  B.ARBARA  b. - ;  m.  John  Wade 

Like  sisters  above  she  inherited  £10.  He  wasof  Ramsey  and  Little  Oakley.  In  15S5  he  was  executor  of  John 
Marvin's  estate  below  and  guardian  of  his  daughter. 

5.  EDWARD  b.  a  1552;  m.  Margaret - (see  below) 

6.  JOHN  b. - ;m(I)Ann— ;  he  d.  Mch.,  1584/5  she  bur.  Sept.  1 1,  1584 

He  married  (2)  Margaret  Gyllyat.  He  inherited  "Genetts”  in  Ramsey.  First  wife  Anne  was  buried  in  Little 
Oakley. 


1552,  about.  P  105  Do:  When  tlie  Puritans  were 
rising  in  England  and  John  Rogers,  first  of  the 
Marian  martyrs,  who  had  dared  soon  after  the 
accession  of  Queen  Mary  to  preach  against  Roman¬ 
ism,  and  others,  were  suffering  martydom,  Ed¬ 
ward  Marvin  was  born  at  Ramsey,  where  his 
father  and  great  grandfather  before  him  were  born 
and  had  lived.  Here  Edward  lived  for  over  forty 
years.  Six  children  were  born  here  when  for  reasons 
unknown  they  moved  to  Gt.  Bentley  in  Tendring 
Hundred,  Essex,  ten  miles  south  west  of  Ramsey. 
Lie  had  apparently  gathered  together  lands  and 
houses  in  larger  measure  than  any  of  his  forbears. 
In  his  will  he  describes  lands  or  tenements  in 
eight  or  nine  towns  or  villages.  Some  of  them  he 
had  conveyed  to  his  sons  while  living,  and  con¬ 
firmed  same  in  the  will. 

1554,  Dec.  21.  P  78  Do:  When  probably  not 
far  from  three  years  of  age,  Edward  received 
from  his  father’s  estate  “a  tenement  lying  in 
Wrabnes  with  ye  lands  thereto  belongying  bothe  free  and  copye  after  the  dccesse  of  hys  mother  to  hym 
&  hys  ayercs.” 

1593,  June  7.  P  110  Do:  This  date  marks  approximately  the  time  when  the  family  moved  from 
Ramsey  to  Gt.  Bentley,  for  two  children  were  now  baptised  in  Gt.  Bentley  at  St.  Mary’s  Church.  This 
Church  dates  from  the  time  of  the  Norman  Kings.  It  is  near  the  green  and  is  where  the  New  England 
emigrants  were  christened. 

1615,  Nov.  13.  P  112  Do:  This  will  is  recorded  in  Somerset  House,  London  -  Archdeaconry  of 
Colchester,  Cooke,  24:  “In  the  name  of  God  Amen  the  xiij'*’  Daye  of  November  1615  I  Edward  Mar¬ 
vin  of  Muche  Bentley  in  the  County  of  Essex  &  dewysees  of  London  beinge  sicke  in  bodey  but  yet 
of  good  &  perfette  Remembranc  thankes  be  to  almighty  god  do  ordaine  &  make  this  my  presente 
testement  &  Laste  Wille  in  manor  &  forme  following  furste  &  above  all  I  comette  my  Sowle  into  the 
handes  of  Almightey  god  by  the  merettes  of  Jesseus  Criste  &  my  bodey  to  be  bered  in  the  Church 
yard  of  the  parishe  of  Muche  Bentley.  Imprimes  I  geve  6d  bequethe  unto  the  pore  people  of  the  parishe 
of  Muche  Bently  the  sum  of  xx*  to  be  payed  unto  theme  by  my  Executor  the  daye  of  my  berealle  & 


EDWARD  MARVIN  b.  a  1552 

MARGARET -  m. - 

b.  -  d.  Nov.  14,  1615 

bur.  May  28,  1 633  ae  a  63 

1615,  Nov.  13.  P  112  Do:  In  her  husband’s 
will  son  Renowld  is  directed  to  “paye  unto  Mar- 
grette  my  wifTe  yearly  the  sume  of  Sixe  pownds.” 
Son  Matthew  was  directed  likewise  to  pay  six 
pounds.  “Item.  1  geve  unto  Margrett  my  wiflfe 
thre  cowes  or  nette  or  tenn  ewes  &  x  w''*eis  of  the 
beste  of  my  flocke  ....  and  all  my  Househowld 
stofe  being  with  the  howsses.’’  She  receives  also 
one  fifth  of  the  residue. 

1633,  May  28.  P  22  Marvin  Fam  (1904):  The 
St.  Mary’s  register  at  Gt.  Bentley  records  the  date 
of  her  burial,  she  having  lived  eighteen  years  after 
her  husband:  “Margaret  .Mervin  widow  of  Edward 
Mervin  deed  buried.’’ 
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to  be  dcstrcbutt  cqualley  unto  theme  as  by  the  desstrection  of  my  executor  &  Superovicer  it  shall  be 
thought  fette. 

“Item  I  geve  &  bequethe  unto  Edward  my  sonne  all  my  howsses  &  Landes  free  &  copey  Lying  in 
Wrabnes  &  Wickes  to  heme  &  to  his  heires  forever  allso  1  geve  unto  the  for  named  Edward  my  sonne  five 
Powndes  of  good  &  Lawffull  money  of  England  to  be  payed  unto  heme  by  my  Executor  w“'  in  on  quarter 
of  a  year  next  after  my  decesse. 

“Item  I  geve  &  bequethe  unto  Thomas  my  sonne  five  powndes  of  good  &  lawffull  money  of  England 
to  be  payed  unto  heme  by  my  Executor  w‘'‘in  on  quarto'  of  a  yere  nexte  after  my  dessece  by  my  executor. 
All  so  I  do  acknowleg  that  the  saied  Thomas  my  sonne  have  performed  all  condections  accordingtoacartain 
surrender  w'"'’  I  have  made  unto  hem  of  one  tenemente  d:  cartain  Landes  lying  in  Ramssey. 

“  1  tern  I  geve  &  bequeath  unto  Richard  my  sonne  five  poundes  of  good  and  Lawffull  money  of  England  to 
be  payed  unto  heme  \v''‘in  on  quartor  of  a  yere  nexte  after  my  dessece  by  my  Executor.  Allso  I  do  acknoleg 
that  the  said  Richard  my  sonne  have  performed  all  condictions  according  to  a  cartain  Surrender  w'^*'  1 
made  unto  heme  of  on  tenemente  called  move  howsse  &  cartain  Lande  parscll  of  Moysses. 

“Item  I  geve  &  bequethe  unto  Robart  my  sonne  all  my  free  Lands  Leienge  in  ffratting  as  it  is  nowe  in 
the  Teneor  &  ocipaction  of  Richard  Barnes  or  his  assignes  to  heme  &  to  his  heires  for  ever. 

“Item  I  geve  &  bequethe  unto  Renowld  Marvin  my  sonne  all  my  Landes  medowes  woodes  &  pasters 
called  Moysses  nowe  in  the  tenower  &  ocipaction  of  me  to  heme  &  to  his  heiers  for  ever  upon  condection 
that  the  fornamed  Renowld  my  sonne  his  heiers  executors  admenestrattors  or  assignes  shall  paye  or  causse 
to  be  payed  unto  Margrette  my  wiffe  or  to  here  assignes  yerly  &  evercy  yere  dureing  here  natural  Liffe  the 
Sume  of  sexe  Powndes  of  good  &  Lawffull  money  of  England  at  two  ussall  tarmes  of  the  Yere  that  is  to 
saie  at  the  feste  Daye  of  the  blessed  virgen  St.  Marey  &  St.  Michell  the  arkangell  beinge  Lawfully  de¬ 
manded  by  even  dt  equall  portchons. 

“  Item.  I  give  &  bequethe  unto  Mathewe  my  sonne  my  howsse  that  I  nowe  dwellc  in  w'*’  all  the  Landes 
thare  unto  belonging  Called  Edons  alles  Dreybrockes  &  ij  Croftes  of  Land  called  Harttes  di  Brocken 
Heddes  to  heme  &  to  his  heires  up  on  condiction  that  the  fornamed  Mathewe  my  sonne  his  heires  execu¬ 
tors  admenestratores  or  assignes  shall  paye  or  causse  to  be  payed  unto  Margrett  my  wiffe  or  to  heier 
Assignes  yerly  &  everey  yere  deuringe  heire  nattrall  Life  the  fulle  sume  of  sexe  Powndes  of  good  &  Lawfull 
money  of  England  at  two  ussall  tarmes  of  the  yere  that  is  to  saie  at  the  feste  Daye  of  the  Blessed  virgen 
St.  Marey  &  St  Michell  the  arkangel  beinge  Lawfully  demanded  by  even  &  equall  Portchons  at  the  mant- 
'  chon  howse  called  Edons  ailes  Dreybrocks  Provided  thate  of  Mathewe  my  sonne  or  his  heiers  executors 
admenestrators  or  assignes  shalle  &  doe  paye  or  Cause  to  be  payed  unto  the  fornamed  Margrett  my  wiffe 
or  to  heier  assignes  in  manor  &  fforme  above  declared  that  then  I  will  that  this  presente  gefte  of  all  my 
fornamed  Howsses  &.  Lands  called  Edons  ailes  Draybrockes  a  ij  Croftes  of  Land  called  Harttes  &  Brocken 
heddes  to  be  utterley  voyde  &  of  none  effect  to  heme  &  to  his  heirs.  But  then  I  wille  &  bequethe  all  my 
fornamed  Howsses  &  Landes  unto  Renowide  my  sonne  &  to  his  heirs  &  he  dt  his  heires  or  assignes  to  per- 
fforme  this  my  gefte  of  Sex  poundes  yerley  unto  Margrett  my  wefe  out  of  Edons  ailes  Dreybrockes  Hart¬ 
tes  &  Brocken  heddes  according  to  the  trewe  mening  of  this  my  will  &  furder  I  do  apoynt  by  this  my  will 
that  upon  the  Receving  of  aney  money  every  halfe  yere  Margrett  my  wiffe  shll  make  eaithere  of  my 
sonnes  an  aquittanc  for  such  sumes  as  she  or  heir  assignes  shall  Receve. 

“  Item.  I  geve  &  bequethe  unto  Margrett  my  wiffe  thre  Cowes  or  nette  or  tenn  ewes  &  x  w‘''ers  of  the 
beste  of  my  flocke  &  moreover  I  geve  and  bequeth  unto  the  fornamed  Margrett  my  wiffe  all  my  Howssold 
Stofe  being  w'*"  the  howsses. 

“Item  I  geve  &  bequeth  unto  John  Bishop  the  sonne  of  Zackerey  Bishop  vj"  xii]*^  to  be  payed  unto 
heme  by  my  executor. 

“Item.  I  make  to  this  my  Laste  Welle  for  executor  John  Hayes  my  sonne  in  Lawe.  Item  I  make  & 
ordain  to  this  my  will  Thomas  Marvin  my  sonne  to  be  my  superovicer.  All  the  reste  of  my  goodes  & 
chattells  unbequethed  I  holley  geve  &  bequethe  unto  my  wiffe  &  my  fower  children  Robart  Renowld 
Mathewe  &  Elizabeth  to  be  equally  Divided  betwene  them.  In  wettnes  whare  of  I  have  to  this  my  present 
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tcstement  &  Laste  well  Sette  to  my  Hand  &  Seele  given  the  Daye  &  yere  furst  above  written  &  in  the 
presentes  of  us  whose  names  are  here  under  wrettin. 

Witness:  Tho:  Beryffe  Edward  X  Marvin” 

Stephen  Cole  Sener 

1615,  Nov.  15.  P  22  Marvin  Fam  (1904):  The  Parish  Register  has  this  entry:  ‘‘Edward  Meruin  was 
buried  the  xv'*"  of  November.  ”  He  died  in  the  Duybrockes  house  still  standing  in  1904. 

1615  6,  Jan’y  17.  P  115  Marvin  Eng.  Anc  (1900):  Will  proved  at  Colchester. 

The  two  ‘‘ussall  tarmes”  above  referred  to  are  the  ‘‘Feast  of  the  Annunciation”  which  falls  on  25 
March,  and  Michaelmas  day,  that  of  “St.  Michael  and  all  Angels”  on  29  September. 


CHILDREN 

(first  six  born  at  Ramsey,  Essex  Co.,  England;  last  five  born  at  Great  Bentley,  Essex  Co.) 

1.  EDWARD  b.  a  1581;  in.  Aug.  12,  1604,  Betiris  Sadler;  he  d.  Jan’y,  1622  '3,  pe  a  42  she  d.  2  ch 

He  inherited  the  houses  and  lands  in  Wrabness  6:  Wickes.  He  removed  to  Thorington,  a  parish  adjoining 

Gt.  Bentley.  His  will  was  proved  at  Colchester,  Essex,  England,  March  1,  1622,  3. 

2.  THOMAS  b.  a  1583;  he  d.  Nov.  28,  1651,  ae  a  68 

He  inherited  tenement  and  land  in  Ramsey.  Was  “suixirovicer”  of  his  father's  will;  was  supervisor  also  of 
brother  Edward’s  will.  He  died  at  Newbury,  .Massachusetts  (probably). 

3.  RICHARD  b.  a  1585;  m.  Nov.  1,  1610,  Suzin  Louck  4  ch 

He  lived  at  Gt.  Bentley  and  jxissibly  at  “Maye  House”  in  Gt.  Oakley.  He  inherited  “Maye  House”  and 
"land  of  Moysesses”.  Was  living  in  1622/3  when  brother  Edward  died. 

4.  ROBERT  b.  a  1587;  m.  Nov.  6,  1616,  Seusan  Gore  1  ch 

He  inherited  free  lands  in  Prating,  a  parish  adjoining  Gt.  Bentley  on  the  north  west. 

5.  MARGARET  b.  a  1589;  she  bur.  Jan'y  28,  1595,  6,  ae  a  7.  Burial  was  at  Great  Bentley. 

6.  MARIE  b.  a  1591;  m  (1)  .Apl.  19,  1610,  John  Hays;  she  d. he  bur.  Oct.  5,  1616 

He  was  named  executor  of  father  Edward  Marvin’s  will.  She  m  (2)  Dec.  8,  1618,  Richard  Wood. 

7.  JOHN  bp.  June  7,  1593;  he  bur.  June  8,  1593,  ac  1  day 

Was  twin  of  Reinold  and  like  him  lived  but  a  day. 

8.  REINOLD  bp.  June  7,  1593;  ho  bur.  June  8,  1593,  x  1  day 

He  was  twin  of  John  -  born  and  buried  together. 

9.  REINOLD  bp.  Oct.  25,  1594;  m  (1)  a  1617,  Marie - ;  he  d.  Summer,  1662,  ae  68  she  d.  Summer,  1661  6  ch 

He  inherited  lands,  meadows  and  pasture  in  England.  He  came  with  family  to  America  with  brother  Matthew 
and  family  and  settled  at  Lyme,  Ct.  He  m  (2)  Widow  Relvcca  { Wolterton)  Waller  of  New  London.  First  wife 
died  in  Lyme,  Ct.,  death  being  attributed  to  witchcraft.  He  made  will  May  23,  1662  and  died  at  Saybrook, 
leaving  estate  of  £806. 

10.  ELIZABETH  b.  a  1597;  m.  May  21,  1618,  Robert  Edwards 

11.  MATTHEW  bp.  Mch.  26,  1600;  m.  a  1622,  Elizabeth - (see  below) 


MATTHEW  MARVIN  bp.  Mch.  26,  1600 

ELIZABETH  —  m  (1)  abt.  1621 

b.  1603  Elizabeth - 

d.  abt.  1645  m  (2)  abt.  1647. 

se  a  42  Widow  Alice  Kellogg  Bouton 

he  d.  a  June,  1680 
ae  80 

1603.  P  288  Do:  That  Elizabeth  was  born  in 
this  year  1603  is  shown  by  the  Manuscript  in  the 


1600,  Mch.  26.  P  288  Marvin  Fam  (1904): 
This  baptismal  date  is  found  in  the  Register  of 
St.  Mary’s  Church  at  Gt.  Bentley,  Essex  Co., 
England,  Rev.  Robert  Dernell  being  then  the 
rector. 

1615,  Nov.  14.  P  22  Do:  Matthev/  .Marvin  was 
fifteen  years  old  when  his  father  Edward  Marvin 
died.  He  was  the  youngest  of  eleven  children.  His 
father  left  him  “my  howsse  that  I  nowe  cKvelle  in 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


Augmentation  ofTice  at  London  which  gives  her 
age  in  1634  as  31  years. 

1622,  Sept.  15.  P  297  Do:  The  baptism  of  l:cr 
first  child  Elizabeth  is  given  this  way  in  the  Parish 
Register  of  St  Mary’s  Church,  Great  Bentley: 
“Elizabeth,  ye  daughter  of  Mathew  and  Elizabeth 
Marvine  his  wife  was  baptized  1622,  Sept.  15.” 
Four  of  the  children  were  born  and  christened  at 
Gt.  Bentley.  Elizabeth  had  also  one  child  born  in 
England  but  not  recorded,  and  two  children  born 
at  Hartford,  Conn. 

1645.  P  287  Do:  At  the  early  age  of  only  about 
forty  two  and  after  being  in  America  but  ten  years 
Elizabeth  Marvin  dies  at  home  in  Hartford,  but 
no  record  there  chronicles  the  fact  or  the  date. 
This  date  is  about  right,  however. 


of  Sidesmen  was  formerly  the  making  of  presentments, 
or  General  \3sitations,  upon  oath,  concerning  the  maners  of  the  people  [and  the  parson].” 


called  Edons,  or  Dreybrockes  &  ij  Croftes  of  Land 
called  Harttes  &  Brocken  Heddes.”  Matthew  was 
also  to  pay  his  mother  £6  per  year  as  long  as  she 
lived.  She  did  live  for  eighteen  years  after  this 
and  probably  her  death  in  1633  influenced  Mat¬ 
thew  and  his  brother  Reinhold  in  their  determina¬ 
tion  to  start  life  anew  in  the  New  World.  The 
mansion  house  “Edons”  is  said  to  be  still  stand¬ 
ing  in  good  repair  and  bearing  its  ancient  name, 
though  showing  evidence  of  various  changes  in¬ 
side  and  out,  since  Edward  died.  The  large  room 
on  the  main  floor,  with  its  carved  beams  in  the 
ceiling,  and  the  stair-case  to  the  chambers  above 
are  thought  to  date  from  the  period  when  Edward 
lived  there. 

1621.  P  283  Do:  Matthew  was  a  “syde  man” 
at  St.  Mary’s  Church,  Great  Bentley.  “The  duty 
Their  office  was  to  give  information  to  the  Synods 


1627.  Do:  He  was  an  “overseer”  at  the  Church.  St.  Mary’s  Register  has  the  following:  “Memorandum 
yt  nine  shilling  sixpence  ob:  was  gathered  on  Easter  Day  for  ye  Plantation  in  Virginia.  Item  for  ye  same 
Plantation,  January  ye  22'^  1619,  5s  6d.” 


1628.  Do:  Now  he  is  a  “senior  warden”.  By  the  statute  of  27  Henry  VIII,  cap.  25  (1536),  church 
wardens  of  parishes  are  put  “co-equally  with  Mayors,  Governors  and  head  officers  of  every  city,  borough 
and  town  corporate.” 


1633,  Aug.  22.  Do:  The  last  mention  of  Matthew  at  Gt.  Bentley  is  where  “William  Littleburye,  the 
servant  of  Matthew  Marvin,”  was  buried. 


1634,  Christmas.  Do:  A  manuscript  in  the  Augmentation  office  in  Rolls  court,  Westminster  Hall,  Lon¬ 
don,  gives  list  of  names  of  Matthew  and  wife,  Elizabeth,  and  the  first  five  emigrant  children,  as  follows, 
this  paper  granting  permission  to  embark  at  London  for  America  after  Christmas,  1634:  “Husbandman, 
Matthew  Marv^’n,  age  35;  Uxor  Elizabeth  Marvyn,  age  31 ;  Elizabeth  Marvyn,  age  31  (prob.  13);  Matthew 
Marvyn,  age  8;  Marie  Marvyn,  age  6;  Sara  Marvyn,  age  3;  Hanna  Marvyn,  age  H.” 


1635,  Apl.  15.  P  65  Hotten:  Having  “taken  the  oathes  of  Allegeance  and  Supremacie”  all  the  above 
embarked  in  the  Increase,  Robert  Lea,  Master,  for  America,  arriving  in  New  England  about  June  1st. 
They  were  the  first  of  the  name  to  arrive  in  the  New  World.  They  seem  to  have  left  no  trace  in  Massachu¬ 
setts  hence  the  chances  are  that  they  soon  found  a  ship  sailing  for  the  Connecticut  River  and  took  passage 
thereon  for  the  little  settlement  at  Hartford.  If  so  they  antedated  the  Hooker  Company’s  arrival  by  nearly 
a  year,  and  were  on  the  ground  six  or  seven  months  before  the  Court  arrived  from  Cambridge.  Adams’ 
“Memorial  Hist,  of  Hfd.  Co.,”  Vol.I,  p  221,  says  that  Matthew  Marvin  was  among  “the  twelve  very 
earliest  immigrants  who  formed  the  company  thereafter  known  as  Adventurers  to  whom  belonged  that 
section  of  35  acres  known  in  Hartford  Records  as  ‘Venturers  Field.’”  Salisbury  thinks  this  shows  that  he 
was  one  of  the  second  party  to  arrive  in  Hartford  in  1635,  November.  From  this  we  may  infer  that  he  spent 
a  few  months  after  arrival  in  and  around  Boston.  Matthew  Marvin’s  name  is  on  the  Founders’  Monument 
erected  in  honor  of  the  first  settlers  at  Hartford.  In  the  list  of  original  and  early  members  of  the  First 
Church  of  Hartford  (1633-1639)  “Matthew  Marvell”  has  an  honored  place. 

1639;'40,  Jan’y  3.  Vol.  I,  p  A,  T  V,  Hartford:  Under  the  heading,  “The  Names  of  such  Inhabitants  as 
have  right  In  undivided  Lands,”  Matthew  Marvell  is  64“'  in  order  and  is  credited  with  28  Acres.  In  the 
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list  there  are  121  names  with  total  credits  of  3,281  Acres.  It  represents  the  standard  list  of  proprietors, 
with  the  proportion  in  which  each  is  to  share  in  future  land  divisions,  and  it  held  good  for  a  generation  at 
least. 

1639  40,  Fcb’y  6.  Vol.  I,  p  35  G  C;  “At  a  P'ticular  Court,”  Mr.  Oldam’s  Estate  is  considered,  and  in 
list  of  debts  owing  by  tlic  estate,  Mathew  Marvine  is  first  with  debt  of  £1'(kS.  Total  debts  are  £504'09'03 
with  credits  of  only  £136'6'9. 

1639  40,  Feb’y-  Vol.  I,  p  91  L  R:  Severall  parcells  of  land  in  1  lertford  upon  the  river  of  Conecticott 
belonginge  to  Mathew  Marven;  &  to  his  heires  forever.  Viz:  One  parcel  on  v.hich  his  dwellinge  house  now 
stiindeth  w'^  other  outhouses  Yards,  or  gardens  therein  beinge  containinge  by  estimacon  two  acres  (more 
or  lesse)  Abuttinge  on  the  high  way  leadinge  from  the  little  river  unto  the  North  meadow  on  the  East  & 
the  high  way  leadinge  from  the  Ccntinell  hill  unto  The  North  meadow  on  the  West  &  on  the  North  &  Stc- 
phen  Harts  land  on  the  South."  Other  parcels,  each  described  in  a  full  paragraph,  are  as  follows:  “One  par- 
cell  in  the  neck  of  one  acre;  one  parccll  on  East  side  of  Great  river  2  A,  34  parches;  one  parccll  in  Little  mea¬ 
dow,  one  acre;  one  parccll  in  North  meadow,  2  acres;  one  parccll  in  North  meadow  of  14  acres;  one  parccll  in 
Cow  pasture  of  9  acres;  one  parccll  in  old  oxe  pasture,  20  acres;  one  parccll  in  neck  of  land,  8  acres;  one 
parccll  more  in  neck  of  land,  4  acres.” 

The  dwelling  above  has  been  located  at  present  corner  of  village  (now  Pleasant)  and  Front  streets,  the 
lot  facing  east. 

1640,  Nov.  9.  Vol.  1,  p  52  T  V:  “  It  is  ordered  yt  mathew  marven  &  John  brunson  shall  pay  five  shillings 
for  pitting  over  ther  hoges  over  the  great  river  without  order  &  five  shillings  a  day  for  every  day  yt  they 
left  them  ther  after  the  next  day  at  nite  &  to  pay  such  damages  as  were  done  by  thos  sayd  hoges  on  yt 
side  of  the  river  &  Thomas  Scott  &.  will  perkcr  were  to  iudg  what  harmes  they  had  done  &  to  have  five 
shillings  for  ther  paynes.” 

1641  /2,  Mch.  9.  P  18  Do:  Mathew  Marvine  signs  an  agreement  with  the  townsmen  of  Hartford  to  the 
effect  that  he  will  build  “a  good  suficient  fence”  and  keep  a  sufficient  common  gate  in  consideration  of  a 
right  of  way  . 

1644,  Sept.  12.  Vol.  I,  p  128  G  C:  Here  is  recorded  this  very  condensed  little  item  as  the  only  business 
considered  by  the  Court.  We  have  no  idea  what  it  was  about:  “Mathew  Marvin  pi.  agt  Peter  Bassakcr.” 

1646,  August.  Vol.  I,  p  38  TV:  “The  som  of  the  ratte  that  was  granted  the  townesmen  for  comon 
charges  august  1646  was  £25  10s  5d,  besids  205  is  left  in  mathew  marvels  hand  wich  was  over  his  ratte  for 
the  cuntry  wich  the  townsmen  must  call  for.” 

1647.  P  287  Marvin  Gen  (1904j :  Sometime  before  this  year  Matthew’s  good  wife  Elizabeth,  mother  of 
seven  children,  and  hardly  more  than  41,  who  had  accompanied  him  from  England,  and  who  had  braved 
the  hardships  of  Hartford’s  first  nine  or  ten  years  of  life,  passes  to  her  reward.  Probably  not  more  than 
one,  if  any,  of  her  children  were  married  at  the  time.  They  needed  a  mother  no  doubt  and  Matthew  takes 
to  wife  about  this  time  Alice  Kellogg,  widow  of  John  Bouton.  She  lives  for  33  years  with  her  second  hus¬ 
band  and  outlives  him  by  about  one  year,  dying  “the  last  of  January,  1680,  1.”  Her  estate  inventoried 
£36-02-08. 

1647/8,  Jan’y  27.  Vol.  1,  p  40  T  V:  “At  a  Ginerall  Towne  metting  upon  the  27th  of  Jeneu  1647 this 
Choyce  was  made  viz:  Mathew  Merven  &  Richard  Lyman  are  Chosen  to  be  Survayers  for  ye  next  insew¬ 
ing  yeare.” 

1648/9,  Mch.  9.  P  42  Do:  In  the  Townsmen’s  Report  there  is  this  item:  “diw  to  Mathew  Marvin  for 
kiling  one  wolfe  00-10-[  ].” 

1649,  Apl.  24.  Vol.  I,  p  190  G  C:  “Mathew  Marven  pit  contra  Mathew  Beckwith  defends  in  an  action 
of  defamation,  damages  50  On  the  next  page  we  find  this  conclusion  to  the  case,  showing  Christian 
charity  on  the  plaintiff’s  part:  “  In  the  action  of  defamation  betweene  Mathew  Marven  pit  and  Mathew 
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Beckwith  defend',  the  defend'  making  his  piiblick  penitent  confession  of  his  cvill  in  slaiindering  the  said 
pit,  was  remitted  by  the  Courte  and  pit.” 

1650,  June  19.  P  32  Norwalk  Hist  fl847):  ‘‘Matthew  Marven”  was  oneof  the  fourteen  signers  of  the 
agreement  with  Roger  Ludlow  who  held  title  to  the  Indian  deed  of  Fcb’y  26,  1640  41,  ‘‘for  the  settlinge 
and  plantinge  of  Norwalke  in  the  spring  next  at  the  farthest.”  Before  this  time  .Matthew  and  Reinhold 
had  contemplated  settling  in  Farmington,  for  both  had  bought  lands  and  dwelling  houses  there.  Before 
going  to  Norwalk,  however,  Matthew  sold  his  Farmington  property  to  Nathaniel  Kellogg.  Reinhold  sold 
his  and  moved  to  Lyme,  Conn.,  where  they  became  a  numerous  race,  as  the  New  London  County  Flistory 
points  out.  Jurists  were  thick  among  them  in  every  generation.  They  seem  to  have  been  native  bards  also. 
One  Reinold  Mar\'in  (not  the  Deacon)  closes  a  letter  in  1737  to  Judge  John  Griswold  in  the  following 
manner: 

‘‘Sir,  this  is  yours,  at  any  rate. 

To  read  if  you  have  leisure. 

To  burn,  conceal,  communicate. 

According  to  your  pleasure.” 

On  a  time-worn  headstone  in  the  Lyme  Cemetery  may  be  seen  the  following  inscription: 

‘‘This  Deacon,  aged  sixty  eight. 

Is  freed  on  Earth  from  Starving, 

May  for  a  Crown  no  longer  wait 
Lyme’s  Captain  Reynold  Marvin.” 

The  deacon  s  courtship  with  pretty  Betty  Lee  is  reprinted  in  this  fashion:  Riding  up  to  her  cottage  door, 

Betty  ,  said  he,  solemnly,  the  Lord  sent  me  here  to  marry  you.”  Betty’s  eyes  fell  upon  the  doorstep, 
and  so  did  the  plate  which  she  was  wiping.  The  demure  maiden,  however,  rallied  instantly:  ‘‘  ‘The  Lord’s 
will  be  done  she  replied.  Betty  s  father  w'as  not  friendly  to  the  deacon  yet  time  prevailed  and  according 
to  the  custom  of  those  times,  the  bridegroom  put  this  notice  on  the  Church  door: 

‘‘  Reynold  Marvin  and  Betty  Lee 
Do  intend  to  marry, 

And  though  her  dad  op-pos-ed  be. 

They  can  no  longer  tarry.” 

Following  is  the  Indian  deed  of  sale  of  the  Norwalk  plantation  to  the  fifteen  promoters  of  the  enterprise. 

1651/2,  Feb  y  15.  P  35  Do:  This  Indenture  made  the  15th  of  February  1651  Between  Runckinheage, 
Piamikin,  and  Magise  and  Towntom,”  and  12  other  Indians,  ‘‘of  the  one  Partie,  and  Richard  Web, 
Nathaniel  Eli,  Matthewe  Marven  senr,  Nathaniel  Richards,  Isacke  More,  Matthew  Marven  Junior,” 
and  8  other  Planters,  ‘‘of  Norwalke,  for  the  use  and  behalfe  of  said  Town  witnesseth,  that  said  Runckin¬ 
heage  ....  Have,  and  in  consideration  of  Thirtie  Fatham  of  Wampum,  Tenn  Kettles,  Fifteen  Coates, 
Tenn  payr  of  Stockings,  Tenn  Knifes,  Tenn  Hookes,  Twenty  pipes,  Tenn  Muckes,  Tenn  needles,  to  them 
in  hand  paid  ...  .do  sell  all  their  lands  called  Runckinheage,  Roaaton  or  whatever  called” 

No  date.  Vol.  I,  pp  17,  18,  19  L  R,  Norwalk:  ‘‘Granted  by  the  plantation  of  Norwake  unto  math. 
Marvin  seni  of  the  same  the  Followeth:  Imprimis  one  homlott  containinge  four  akers  more  or  less  bounded 
est  the  Towne  hie  way,  W'est  Dani  Kellogge  homelott.  South  the  Meeitinge  howse  yard  and  math  marvin 
juni  homelott,  north  with  Thomas  Fitches  homelott.”  In  addition  to  this  homelot  there  are  recorded  to 
him  fifteen  separate  grants,  each  one  containing  from  six  acres  to  one  acre. 

1654,  Apl.  11.  Vol.  I,  p  3  T  V:  Following  the  town  meeting  of  this  date  we  find  listed:  ‘‘ the  estate  of 
lands  and  accommodations  of  the  Towne  it  resides  in  the  handes  of  as  followeth”:  Thirty  one  proprietors 
follow  with  ‘‘summ  total  of  £5,475-00.”  ‘‘Math  Marvin  sen  £279-00;  Matt  Marvin  Jr  £139-10;  Isacke 
More  £252-00.”  The  highest  was  £314-00. 
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1654,  May  18.  Vol.  II,  p49GC:  Mathu;  Marven  represents  Norwalk  at  the  meeting  of  the  General 
Court  at  Hartford,  and  he  is  among  the  first  to  represent  the  town. 

1654,  Anno.  Vol.  I,  p  1 1  T  V:  “What  is  due  to  those  that  kept  the  dry  heard  more  than  their  proportion 
and  from  home:”  Twenty  six  names  are  recorded,  among  them  being:  “Math  Marvin  seni  1’  O'.” 

1655,  May  30.  P  9  Do:  After  this  town  meeting,  is  given  “The  care  markes  of  the  Cattell  given  by  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Towne  as  Followeth :  Math  Marvin  Sen  a  halfes  pennie  cutt  out  of  the  under  side  of  the 

oft  care.” 

1655  6,  Mch.  20.  P  16  Do:  Here  is  given  “.A  list  of  names  of  those  inhabitants  that  are  to  appear  at 
Towne  mccitinges.”  Thirty  one  names  are  listed.  Math  Marvin  Senio  being  the  sixth  in  order. 

1656  7,  Jan’y  1.  P  18  Do:  The  divisions  of  the  fence  for  the  plantinge  .  .  .  cornfeild,  to  every  man 
his  p’portion  as  now  .  .  .  .  it  is  ordered  and  stated,  by  the  five  men  January  the  1st,  1656:”  Under 
“The  100  Lott”  division,  we  find,  “Math  Marvin  Sc  33  rods  14  feet.” 

1656/7,  Jan’y  1.  P  28  Do:  “The  bestc  division  of  meadowingc  of  the  other  side  of  the  River  beginninge 
and  endinge  as  was  ordered  by  the  Towne  with  the  proportion  what  belonges  to  every  allottmcnt  is  as 
Followeth:  Math  Marvin  seni  2  acres  1  rood  11  poles  4  feet.” 

1656  7,  Jan’y  3.  P  29  Do:  “At  a  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Norwalkc  it  was  agreed  &  voted  that 
there  shall  be  a  meeting  house  built  by  the  joint  concurrence  of  the  Inhabitants,  30  foot  in  length  &  18 
foot  in  bredth  to  be  set  upon  posts  in  the  ground  12  foot  in  length”  ....  Forty  eight  days  work  are 
called  for  and  “the  two  townsmen  Math  Marvin  seni  and  Isacke  More  wcarc  are  voted  ordered  and  de¬ 
sired  to  undertake  servey  and  order  the  carrying  one  the  saide  workc  about  the  saied  meeting  house.” 

1657,  luly  12.  P  30  Do:  “At  a  Towne  meetinge  voted  and  agreed  that  Nath  Eli  math  marvin  sen  and 
Sam"  Hales  Isacke  More  should  with  all  speeide  provide  hclpc  and  raise  the  meetinge  howse  frame,  and 
should  provide  a  dinner  with  a  barrell  of  good  bcens  for  the  helpes  and  all  at  the  Towne  charges.” 

1657,  Oct.  28.  P  18  Do:  “An  Addition  to  the  fence  above  saide;  33d  Math  Marvin  Sen  2  R  2  ft.” 

1659,  May  19.  Vol.  1 1,  p  1 12  G  C:  “  Mathew  Marvin  of  Norwalk  is  freed  from  watching  and  trayninge.” 
He  is  now  approaching  his  sixtieth  birthday,  an  age  at  which  it  was  common  for  old  time  residents  to 
apply  for  and  receive  relief  from  this  arduous  service.  In  our  day  the  service  is  paid  for,  but  not  so  in  the 
early  day  when  every  able  bodied  freeman  had  to  take  his  turn  at  watching. 

1659,  Dec.  1.  Vol.  II,  p  146  C  C:  Richard  Bushncll  of  Norwalk  requests  Matthew  Marvin  sen’r  of 
Norwalk  to  be  overseer  of  his  will.  Alice  Marvin  (wife)  is  a  witness  to  the  will. 

1660,  July  17.  P  147  Do:  Mathew  Marvin  is  one  of  the  appraisers  of  Richard  Bushnell’s  estate  which 
amounted  to  £212-08-08.  Bushnell  was  a  son-in-law. 

1660/61,  Feb’y  15.  Vol.  I,  p  52  T  V:  “Att  a  town  metting,  Mathew  Marvin  Senyer  chosen  to  the  work 
of  a  servaer  for  the  yearc  insuing?’ 

1661,  '2,  Mch.  5.  P  54  Do:  “Orderd  at  a  meting  held  the  5  of  March  61  is  that  Mathew  Marven  Se& 
Walter  Hoate  doc  ingage  to  have  the  drome  betine  at  metings  &  the  meting  house  swep  for  the  yere  insuing 
&  are  to  have  twentye  shilings  for  there  labor.” 

1664,  May  6.  P  51  N.  Hist:  “  It  was  voted  and  agreed  that  there  shall  be  an  addition  made  and  sett  up 
to  the  meeting  house.”  This  enlarged  it  to  nearly  double  its  original  size.  Thomas  Fitch  Sen’r  and  Mat¬ 
thew  Marvin  Sen^  were  a  committee  to  manage  it  with  power  to  draft  as  many  men  as  needed  “to  fell  and 
cutt  the  timber  and  allso  to  summon  each  to  drawe  the  saied  timber  and  the  towne  engages  and  every 
person  to  worke  towe  days  a  man  if  need  be.” 

1665/6,  Feb’y  16.  Vol.  I,  p  62  T  V,  Hartford:  Though  absent  now  from  Hartford  for  some  fifteen  years 
Matthew  Marvin  still  holds  his  rights  there  as  an  original  proprietor.  He  is  set  down  for  30  acres  in  the 
land  distribution  of  this  date,  which  means  that  under  the  following  action  he  received  actually  90  acres: 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 

"It  was  testified  by  the  Committee  that  the  names  of  the  persons  mentioned  and  the  number  of  acres  there 
set  to  them  is  the  true  division  of  the  uppland  on  the  East  side  the  great  river  ....  it  being  allso 
testified  that  the  Length  of  the  said  Lotts  was  to  bee  three  miles  and  that  thereby  the  number  of  acres  above 
said  arc  trebled.”  He  drew  also  90  acres  "next  Windsor  bownds”  in  the  June  6,  1666  distribution  at 
Hartford. 

1668,  Dec.  4.  P  55  N.  Hist:  “It  was  agreed  and  concluded  that  a  fence  shall  be  made  and  sett  up  for  ye 
taking  in  of  a  winter  wheat  field  ....  which  fence  is  to  be  made  good  sufitient  fence;  cyther  postes  and 
Rayls,  or  stones  or  logs;  but  not  hegg;  ....  and  it  was  concluded  that  the  first  lott  should  begin  at  the 
gate;  which  first  lott  was  drawn  by  Matthew  Marvin  Sr.”  Thirty  one  drew  lots. 

1669,  Oct.  1 1.  Vol.  II,  p  522  G  C,  Ptd:  Math"  Marvin  Sen’rand  .Math"  Marvin  Jun’r  arc  two  of  the  33 
freemen  to  make  up  "A  true  and  perfect  List  of  all  the  Freemen  appertaininge  unto  the  plantation  of 
Norwalke.  Taken  this  1 1th  of  October,  1669,  and  to  be  presented  unto  the  Honnored  Court  Assembled.” 

1671  '2,  Fcb’y.  Vol.  1,  p  581  L  R,  Hartford:  "The  Proprietors  of  the  Undivided  Lands  in  Hartford 
with  each  their  proportions  In  one  division  as  followcth  according  to  which  proportions  they  payd  for  the 
purchase  of  sayd  lands:  Feb:  1671.”  Matthew  Marvine  is  in  this  list  at  28  acres  same  as  formerly.  Eighty 
nine  people  are  listed  with  total  acreage  assigned  of  3,109.  While  eastern  lands  were  thus  occupying  the 
attention  of  Englishmen  on  the  Atlantic  Seaboard,  Frenchmen  were  busy  in  the  work  of  exploration  and 
the  art  of  appropriation  in  the  Great  West.  In  this  year  of  1672  they  set  up  the  French  flag  at  St.  Mary’s 
on  the  Great  Lakes,  while  Joliet  with  six  coinpanions  descended  the  Wisconsin  and  Illinois  Rivers  and  ex¬ 
plored  the  Mississippi,  making  sure  that  it  emptied  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  He  tried  hard  but  in  vain 
to  persuade  the  French  government  to  colonize  the  Mississippi  valley. 

1671/2,  Fcb’y  9.  P  61  N.  Hist:  The  estate  of  Mathu  .Marvin  Sen’r  is  reckoned  on  the  tax  list  at  £169, 
showing  that  he  had  given  most  of  it  to  his  children,  .Mathew  Marvin  Jun’r  being  on  the  list  at  £139-10-00. 

1672,  July  11.  \'ol.  I,  p  57  L  R:  Mathewc  Marvell  Sen,  yeoman,  sells  to  Peter  Clapton  of  "faierfield” 
his  "farme  called  Soakatuckc  for  £160,  with  dwelling  howsc,  barnc,  land,  meadows,”  &c. 

1672/3,  Fcb’y  20.  P  62  N.  Hist:  A  census  of  the  children  of  Norwalk  is  taken  showing  number  of  same 
under  each  father.  Math.  Marvin  Jun’r  is  credited  with  six.  Matthew  Senior’s  children  are  all  grown  up 
and  do  not  appear. 

1674,  Dec.  23.  Vol.  I,  p  1 15  L  R:  ".Mathewe  Marvin  Seni  wheeilewright  of  Norwake”  sells  “unto  my 
sonne  Samuell  Smith  of  norwake”  several  pieces  of  land  including  “£50  worth  of  my  commonage,  halfe 
my  home  lott  and  half  my  orchard  lengtheways  with  my  whole  Barn  on  that  part  of  it;  also  “my  pine  hill 
lott”;  also  “my  pasture  lott  of  six  acres,  provided  the  sayd  Samuell  shall  pay  unto  Ruth  Bowten  my 
grandchilde  when  she  shall  attaine  the  age  of  eighteene  yeeares  ....  this  23d  of  desember  1674.” 

1678,  Dec.  20.  Vol.  Ill,  p  53  P  Ct,  Fairfield,  Ct:  “To  all  Christian  people  to  home  these  presents  shall 
come  greeting:  I,  Mathew  Marvin  Senr  of  Norwalk,  in  the  County  of  ffairfield,  in  the  Colleny  of  Connecti- 
cot  being  aged  four  score  years  or  ther  aboute  though  weake  and  feeble  in  body,  yet  through  the  mercy  of 
God  of  perfect  mind  and  Memor>',  disallowing,  disowning,  cancelling  and  making  void  all  former  wills  and 
wrightings  of  this  kind  hitherto  made  by  me,  doe  make  ordayne  and  appoint  this  present  writing  to  be  my 
Mast  Will  and  Testament.  First  1  doe  bequeath  and  resigne  up  my  soul  unto  God  who  gave  it  and  doe  com¬ 
mit  my  body  to  the  duste  from  whence  it  came,  to  be  Interred  by  desent  and  comely  buriall,  hoping  and 
Trusting  in  the  Lord  of  a  happy  Resurrection  at  the  Last  day:  and  as  for  the  Temporal  effects  wherewith 
the  Lord  hath  blessed  me  1  doe  will  and  dispose  thereof  as  followeth: 

“  Impms.  I  doe  will  and  bequeath  unto  my  dearly  beloved  wife  Alice  Marvin  the  sum  of  Twenty  pounds 
as  her  owne  true  and  proper  estate,  for  her  to  will  order  and  dispose  as  shee  pleaseth  and  alsoe  I  doe  give 
will  and  bequeath  unto  my  sd  dearly  beloved  wife  the  use  of  all  other  my  estate  whatsoever  during  her  nat¬ 
ural  Life.  Item  I  doc  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  son  Mathew  Marvin  of  Norwalk  aforesaid  all  my  right 
of  the  Devission  of  Lands  on  the  East  side  of  Sagatuck  River  to  have,  hold,  possess  and  enjoy  to  him  and 
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his  heirs  forever.  Item  I  doc  will  and  bequeath  unto  my  prand  childc  Mathew  Marvin,  sonn  to  my  sonne 
Mathew  Marvin  aforesaid  my  now  dwelling  house  with  half  the  orchard  and  home  Lot  the  same  to  Lye 
Lengthwise  as  it  now  Lycth,  next  to  his  fathers  dwelling  lot  partly  and  partly  to  the  'I'own  Land  to  have, 
hold,  possess  and  enjoy  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever  after  my  decease  and  the  decease  of  my  beloved  wife 
aforesaid  provided  always  my  will  is  that  my  said  grand  childe  and  his  heirs  Successively  doe  at  all  times 
allowc  and  acknowledg  free  egress  and  regress  unto  my  sonn  Samuel  Smith  and  his  heirs  to  and  from  the  barn 
(which  is  in  the  Lot  aforesaid)  with  Carts  or  any  other  way  without  anytime  durence  Let  or  Molestation. 

“But  yf  my  said  Grand  childe  or  his  heirs  at  any  time  shall  refuse  or  deny  the  aforesaid  liberty  unto 
Sam"  Smith  or  his  heirs  then  my  Will  is  that  the  said  Sam"  Smith  shall  have  the  whole  barn  yard  to  him 
and  his  heirs  forever. 

“Moreover  1  doe  give  Will  and  bequeath  unto  my  said  Grand  child  Mathew  Marvin  one  pecce  of 
Meadowe  Lying  and  being  between  his  father’s  Mcadowe  and  the  Mcadowe  of  Sam"  Campfield  at  a  place 
or  near  a  place  comonly  called  fruitful  Spring;  and  further  I  doe  give,  will  and  bequeath  unto  my  said 
Grand  Child  Mathew  Marvin  my  Stony  Hill  Lot  of  upland  as  it  now  Lyeth  and  is  bounded,  all  which  the 
premises  he  the  said  Mathew  Marvin  my  Grandson  my  will  is  it  shall  be  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever. 

“  Item.  I  doe  give  will  and  bequeath  unto  my  sonn  John  Bowton  and  to  my  daughter  Abigal  his  wife 
one  parcel  of  Meadowe  of  mine  which  is  adjoyning  to  the  meadowe  of  the  said  John  Bowton  Lying  at  Saga' 
tuck  brooke. 

“  Item  I  doe  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Grand  childc  Richard  Bushnell  the  sum  of  Ten  pounds. 

“  Item  1  doe  give  and  bequeath  unto  Francis  Bushnell  of  Norwalk  aforesaid  four  Acres  of  Land  which 
is  granted  me  for  a  house  Lot  near  Standford  path  together  with  Ten  pounds  Comonage  to  him  and  his 
heirs  forever. 

“Item  I  doe  give  and  bequeath  unto  the  Reverent  Mr.  Thomas  Handford  Paster  of  the  Church  of  Nor- 
wock  the  sum  of  five  pounds.  Moreover  my  will  is  that  after  my  due  debts  and  Legasies  together  with 
funeral  rights  be  discharged,  what  estate,  Lands, 'Chattels,  goods  whatsoever  shall  remaine  after  mine  and 
my  wives  decease  (to  whom  as  aforesaid  1  give  and  bequeath  the  use  of  my  whole  estate  during  her  Natural 
Life)  I  say  it  is  my  will  that  all  such  estate  (which  is  not  disposed  off  by  will  or  deed  of  gift  under  my  hand 
and  seal)  shall  be  equally  devided  amongst  my  four  daughters  (vf;)  Mary  Adgate  of  Norwich,  Hanna 
Semer  (^abating  her  twelve  pound  for  a  pair  of  oxen  already  payd)  Abigal  Bowton  of  Norw-ocke  and  Rebecca 
Clark  of  farmington.  This  distrebution  my  will  is  shall  be  made  by  the  discretion  of  my  Executors  & 
Overseers;  by  whom  my  Will  and  desire  is  all  Controversies  amongst  my  Children  fif  any  shall  arise) 
about  this  my  Will  shall  be  decided.  And  farther  it  is  my  Will  and  desire  and  I  doe  hereby  make,  appoint 
and  ordayne  after  mine  and  my  w’ives  deceass  my  sonn  John  Bowton  and  John  Platt  the  executors  of  this 
my  Last  Will  &  Testament.  I  also  doe  request  and  desire  the  Reverend  Mr.  Thos.  Handford  and  Lieut 
Richard  Olmsteed  to  be  overseers  of  this  my  said  Last  Will  and  Testament,  and  be  payd  out  of  my  estate 
to  each  man  Three  pounds  (that  is  to  say)  the  sum  of  Twelve  pounds  in  all  for  their  care  and  pains  they 
shall  be  at  in  ye  behalf  of  the  servises. 

“And  that  this  is  my  true  intent  and  meaning  in  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament  for  the  True  and  full 
Confinnation  of  this  my  Last  Will  and  Testament  as  my  own  Act  and  deed  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
&  scale  this  six  and  Tw'entyeth  day  of  decemb'^  Anno  Domcnij  1678. 

Witness:  Thomas  Handford,  Mathew  X  Marvin  Senier’’ 

James  Cornish,  Christo:  Cumstocke 

1678  9,  Jan’y  22.  Vol.  I,  p  1 18  L  R:  “Mathew  Marvel  seni  of  Nonvalke  do  give  of  my  vollentor>'  good- 
will  and  pleasure  unto  Francis  Bushenall  of  Norwalke  my  Kindsman  ....  a  homelott  of  foure  acres 
on  Rayle  hill.  Allso  twoe  acres  in  the  common  land  not  yet  taken  up  by  me  ....  the  22  of  January 
1678.” 

1680,  June.  The  death  of  Matthew  Marvin  is  not  recorded  but  it  is  close  to  this  date  when  he  has 
reached  the  age  of  at  least  eighty. 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


16S0,  July  31.  Vol.  Ill,  p  59  P  Ct:  Here  are  a  few  items  of  the  inventory: 


“  In  housing  and  Land  .............  £2I2'{X)'00 

In  Neat  Cattle .  1 4-00-00 

In  Sheep  and  Lambs  .............  9-00-00 

In  debts  due  to  the  estate  ............  / 1-10-00 

In  Sundry  items  92-02-08 


£398-12-08 

Debts  due  from  the  estate  42-10-00 


Invy  taken  by  Rich  Olmsted,  Walter  Hait,  Nath  Hayes.” 

1680,  Nov.  6.  Do:  On  son  Matthew’s  complaint  re  some  provision  of  the  will,  John  Bouton,  Thomas 
Semer  for  selves  &  wives  brother  &.  sister  Clarke  agiee  to  let  brother  Matthew  Marvin  have  one-eighth 
of  the  effects. 

16S0,  Dec.  17.  Do:  The  Widow  Alice  makes  oath  to  the  Inventory.  Her  husband  had  already  given 
away  a  large  amount  of  his  fortune. 

1680/1,  Jan’y  25.  Do:  The  will  was  finally  presented  and  approved. 

1686,  July  8.  P  38  Norwalk  Hist  (1847) :  In  the  confirmatory  Patent  which  the  General  Court  gives  to 
Plantation  of  Norwalk  (six  years  after  Mathew  Marvin’s  death)  he  is  named  sixth  in  order  -  Mr.  Matthew 
Marvin. 

1902,  June.  P  291  Marvin  Gen  (1904):  Two  hundred  and  twenty  two  years  after  his  death  the  School 
committee  of  East  Norwalk,  by  unanimous  choice  named  a  new  school  for  him  -  “Marvin  School.” 


1. 

2. 

3. 


4. 

5. 

6. 


7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 


CHILDREN 


(first  four  baptised  at  St.  Mary’s  Church,  Gt.  Bentley,  Eng;  fifth  born  somewhere  in  England;  last  five  born 
at  Hartford,  Conn;  first  seven  born  of  first  marriage;  last  three  of  second)^ 


ELIZABETH  bp.  Sept.  15,  1622;  m.  bef  1650,  Dr.  John  Olmsted;  she  d.  16S9,  sc  67  he  d.  Aug.  2,  16S6,  a?  a  68  no  ch 
They  lived  at  Norwich,  Ct.  He  left  good  estate,  with  inventory  of  £973-05-06.  Gave  freedom  to  his  slaves 
on  the  death  of  his  wife.  She  gave  £50  to  the  poor  and  £10  to  the  minister,  Mr.  Fitch. 


MATTHEW  bp.  Nov.  8,  1626;  m.  a  1650,  Mary - ;  he  d.  1712,  a:  86  she  d.  a  1709 

They  lived  in  Norwalk,  Conn.  He  was  town  clerk,  selectman,  etc.  He  left  no  will. 

MARIE  bp.  Dec.  16,  1628;  m  (1)  Oct.  11,  1648,  Richard  Bushnell;  she  d.  Mch.  29,  1713,  x  85  he  d.  1658 
They  resided  in  Saybrook,  Conn.  She  rn  (2)  in  1659,  Dea.  Thomas  Adgate  of  Saybrook,  who  died  July  21,  1707 
at  age  of  about  87.  In  1660  they  moved  to  Norwich.  Four  children  were  born  of  this  second  match.  She  is 
ancestor  of  Samuel  Huntington,  Governor  (1786-1796);  Chief  Justice  ol  Conn.  (1784);  Signer  of  Declaration 
of  Independence  (1776),  and  President  of  Continental  Congress  (1779-1781). 

SARAH  bp.  Dec.  27,  1631;  m  (1)  Oct.  4,  1648,  Ens.  William  Goodrich  (see  below) 

HANNAH  b.  a  Oct.,  1633;  m.  Jan’y  5,  1653.'4,  Thomas  Seymour 

They  were  of  Norwalk.  She  was  living  Nov.,  1680.  He  married  (2)  Elizabeth - ;  He  made  will,  Sept.  22, 

1712. 

ABIGAIL  b.  a  1637-8;  m.  Jan’y  1,  1656  7,  John  Bowton;  she  d.;  he  d.  1706  7 

They  lived  at  Norwalk.  He  represented  Norwalk  at  the  General  Court  several  sessions.  He  had  come  from 
Boston.  Was  an  executor  of  Matthew  .Marvin’s  will.  She  was  living  Dec.,  1680  when  her  step-mother  died. 

He  m  (2)  Mary - ;  In  1652  Abigail  was  one  of  2  boys  and  2  girls  to  be  “  f>Ticd  40s  apiece  for  missdemeanors 

in  keeping  company,  drink  excessively  &  unseasonably”. 

REBECCA  b.  a  1639;  m.  John  Clarke;  she  d.  before  husband  he  d.  Nov.  22,  1712 
They  were  of  Farmington,  Ct.,  where  he  left  inventory  of  £167-08-05.  See  N  E  H  &  G,  Vol.  51,  p  333. 

SAMUEL  bp.  Feb’y  6,  1647/  8.  Baptism  was  at  Hartford.  He  probably  died  young. 

RACHAEL  bp.  Dec.  30,  1649;  m.  a  1670/1,  Mr.  Samuel  Smith;  she  d.  a  1687,  a:  a  38  he  d. 

He  was  town  treasurer  of  Norwalk.  Was  representative  to  the  General  Court  several  sessions.  He  was  living 
in  1722/3. 


8  ch 

5  ch 
4  ch 

11  ch 

9  ch 


12  ch 


5  ch 


LYDIA  b. 

The  Boston  Transcript  of  Dec.  6,  1915  and  Mr.  W.  S.  Porter  both  claim  that  Lydia  belongs  here. 
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LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Ens.  William  Goodrich  b.  a  1621  m.  Sarah  Marvin  b.  a  1632 
Col.  David  Goodrich  b.  1667  m.  Hannah  Wright  b.  1671 
Allen  Goodrich  b.  1690  m.  Elizabeth  Goodrich  b.  1691 
Dea.  Elijah  Hart  b.  1711  m.  Abigail  Goodrich  b.  1714 
Capt.  Jonathan  Eno  b.  1739  m.  Mary  Hart  b.  1744 
Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 
Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 
Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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THE  MERRILL  FAMILY 


1600,  Dec.  2.  P  34  Merrill  Memorial  (1917); 
taken  fm.  \'ol.  38,  p  242  Archdeaconry  of  SufFolk: 
“In  the  name  of  god  Amen  the  second  day  of  De¬ 
cember  in  the  three  and  ffourtith  yeere  of  the 
Raigne  of  our  Sovaigne  Ladie  Elizabeth  by  the 
grace  of  God  of  England  and  Irelaund  Quecne 
Defender  of  the  (faith  &c.,  1  John  Merrell  the 
elder  of  whersteade  in  the  Countie  of  Suff:  Yeo¬ 
man  being  sicke  in  bodie  and  yet  of  p’fect  memorie 
praised  be  almightie  god  remembering  that  all  mankind  is  mortall  and  the  time  of  death  is  uncertaine 
for  the  satisfaccon  of  my  mind  and  the  quiet  of  my  wife  and  children  &  a  rcmembraunce  of  some  other 
have  and  doe  hereby  make  and  declare  my  last  will  &  testament  in  manner  &  forme  as  hereafter  en- 
sueth  that  is  to  say  (first  and  most  principallie  in  most  humble  manner  I  comend  my  soule  into  the 
hands  of  almightie  god  my  ma.kcr  redeemer  and  Sanctifier  trusting  by  and  through  the  merrits  and  obc- 
dyence  of  my  lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  that  my  soul  shall  possesse  and  enjoy  ctcrnall  life  &  salva- 
con.  And  as  for  my  bodie  I  bequeath  to  the  earth  to  be  buried  by  the  discretion  of  my  executors.  Itm  I 
will  aiid  bequeath  to  the  poorc  people  in  Wherstead  fourtie  shillings  to  be  distributed  among  them  within 
one  quarter  of  a  yeere  next  after  my  decease. 

“Item  I  give  and  bequeath  to  Prudence  my  wife  in  pte  of  rccompence  of  hir  dower  my  parlor  and 
larther  howse  p  cell  of  my  dwelling  howscs  w"'*  the  bedding  and  furniture  in  the  same  and  the  pasture 
and  stoves  somer  and  winter  for  a  cowc  upon  my  lands  in  litle  belsted  and  whested  from  time  to  time  to 
have  and  to  hold  to  hir  the  said  Prudence  for  terme  of  hir  natural  life  keeping  hir  sole  and  unmarried. 
Item  I  give  and  bequeath  to  hir  the  said  Prudence  in  further  rccompence  of  hir  dower  one  anuitie  or 
yeerlie  icnt  of  five  pownds  of  lawfull  englishe  mony  to  be  going  out  of  all  my  lands  and  Tennemts  in  little 
Belsted  Wherested  and  Sprowtonne  to  have  and  to  hold  to  my  said  wife  for  terme  of  hir  life  at  two 
termes  in  the  yeercs  usuall;  that  is  to  say  at  the  (feast  of  thanuncacon  of  the  blessed  virgin  Saint  Marie 
and  Saint  Michaell  tharchaungell  by  even  porcons  the  first  payment  to  begin  at  such  of  the  said  (feasts 
as  shall  happen  next  after  my  decease  and  yf  yt  shall  happen  the  said  yeerlie  Rent  to  be  behind  unpayed 
in  p’te  or  in  all  over  or  after  any  of  the  said  (feast  dayes  in  wch  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  that  then 
and  at  all  times  after  yt  shalbe  lawfull  to  and  for  the  said  prudence  into  the  said  lands  and  Tennements 
or  any  p’cell  thcrof  to  enter  and  Distraine  and  the  Distresse  or  Distresses  there  fownd  to  lead,  drive, 
Carrie  away  and  Detaine  untill  the  said  Prudence  of  the  said  yeerelie  rent  w''^  the  arrearages  thereof 
shalbe  fullie  satisfied  and  paid. 

“Itm  I  w'ill  geve  &  bequeath  to  John  my  sonne  the  moytie  of  my  dwelling  how.ses  &  the  moytie  of 
all  my  lannds  Tennem'®  and  hereditam'®  as  well  free  as  bond  scituate  lying  and  being  in  w'hersted,  litle 
Belsted  and  Sprowton  or  any  of  them  to  have  and  to  hold  to  the  said  John  my  Sonne^is  heires  and 
Assynes  forev^  Item  I  will  give  and  bequeath  to  Michaell  my  sonne  thother  moytie  of  my  said  dwelL 
ing  how'ses  and  of  all  the  said  lands  Tennements  and  heriditam'^  as  well  free  as  bond. 

“  I  W'ill  and  bequeath  to  Nathaniell  Merrell  my  Sonne  (fourtie  pounds  of  lawfull  english  mony  next  after 
my  decease,  £l3-6s-Sci,  w'''‘in  tw'o  yeeres  next  after  my  decease  other  £13-6s-8d,  and  within  three  yeeres 
next  after  my  decease  other  £l3'6s-8((,  in  full  paymt  of  the  said  (fourtie  pounds.  Itm  I  will  and  bequeath 
to  Thomas  my  Sonne  thirtie  pounds  of  lawfull  English  mony  ....  w'‘hin  one  yeere  £10,  w'hin  two 


JOHN  MERRELL  b. - 

PRUDENCE -  m. _ 

b.  - 

d.  aft.  husband  bur.  Dec.  22,  1609 

1600,  Dec.  2.  In  her  husband’s  will  Prudence 
had  dower  rights  of  a  €5  annuity  left  her  as  also 
the  use  of  the  dwelling,  one  cow',  and  some  land. 
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oaiilJwnu  d  dJAob  Vi  oirdl  «iJ  boo  l.'i  rtofn  «  botAwm  tlo  JRrtf  gohodownoi  bog  oiiriglmrA  od  bonoiq 
lodJo  oowM  V)  oofiundi ilof iin  b  £  noiblMo  bnii  tdlw  yin  lo  itkup  arfj  boo  boim  yni  lo  ncnCiAVtiJAA  orti  toI 
*f»  ioAbstmI  «a  Mmol  *  lomiwn  nl  inomBJwJ  A  l«w  jcbI  ym  mobob  boa  >:Um  ydand  oob  bna  ovad 
aitj  oMd  oluoj  ym  bnomoo  I  lonnoni  oWnturi  Jaocn  ni  oHlBqbohq  JAom  boo  jyifU  ynt  oJ  ot  Jwb  riioua 
‘Odu  bits  AJhiooj  odJ  /f»ocwO  bno  yd  jmiKinJ  r>iiir«ii2  bo«  wimlyM  wHam  ym  bog  obrlgimia  lo  Abowf 
^viof  ]6  slil  ItsrtMito  ypino  boo  ottMaoq  floii?  kw4  ym  Jurti  jmtiO  tuBoj.  ioor/D2  bos  biol  ym  lo  aonoyb 
I  rml  ym  lo  irolnrjwb  *rtJ  yd  bohod  oi  dhso  odJ  oi  rtiBMjpxl  I  oibod  ym  lol  ao  boA  ,no3 

nlrlrtw  m»dJ  Booma  bolodltnub  od  oJ  obwd  booJradW  M  oTqooq  oiooq  oriJ  oJ  rtJooopod  boa  Ulw 

.0En9>96  ym  -wlls  Jxoo  owy  a  lo  lonaup  ono 


t,  ,/  jj  _ 

- .d  W  I  .  »  JJ3flH3M  VtHOl. 

- .m  - 30M3auas 

- .d 

Wdl  ,££  .t>»Q  .tud  ^  ‘  boedaud  Jla  .b 

ojoobi/t^  IRw  t'boodeud  tod  nl  .S  .ooQ  ,00dl 
ocIb  m  nd  ilol  yjiunns  13.  o  lo  cJdgh  lowob  bad 
.bnal  omn«  boo  .woo  mio  .gniUowb  odt  lo  mu  ods 


bns  mlmq  vm  lawob  tid  lo  lo  Mq  ni  tillw  ym  oMtabtfiH  of  dlwupwl  boa  svij  I  rmJl  ** 

muJaaq  tdl  boo  Mit«  wli  oi  ^wiJuinil  bnn  goibhad  mO  ‘’w  nawod  yiillowb  ym  lo  Ito’q  Mwod  ndnal 
ol  9oif»  OI  Midi  moil  baiaviw  boa  b)»4ad  M  m  <bnal  ym  noqu  yam  awlTUniw  boa iMooinvoYabna 
.boinanioii  boo  alot  ttrf  yifq'jod  Imioao  lid  lo  aomi  loJ  9ooab«/t3  blai  adJ  ild  ol  blod  oi  boa  avad 
ao  aiJluna  aim  tawob  tid  lo  aMtaqinuoai  aaitnul  ni  aanabtn*!  bias  ad)  lid  o)  dJaaupad  boa  avig  I  maJl 
alJJlI  ni  tJffoiuoT  boa  itbonl  ym  Ha  In  luo  |f»iog  ad  nJ  ynom  aH«H|na  Hulwai  lo  ibowoq  avil  lo  Jim  aJIiaay 
owj  JO  alii  lid  lo  armaj  lol  allw  blaa  ym  ol  blod  oJ  boo  avod  oJ  annofwoiq2  bna  baiaaiadW  baJolaQ 
ahoM  JnioZ  nigtiv  baacaid  adJ  lo  nnaaaniinadJ  lo  lasali  ad)  Jo  yoo  oj  ti  Jud)  ;ilouMi  aaiaay  ail)  ni  aamTal 
UBoaH  bioa  wf)  lo  ibw  Jo  nigad  oJ  Xiamyaq  Jmrt  adJ  mooioq  nava  yd  Hagnuorbiod)  IbaitolM  JnUsZ  boo 
byyoqnu  bnidad  ad  o)  Jnafl  allmy  buu  ad)  naqqwi  ll*d*  jy  ly  bno  acaaaab  ym  larto  Jxao  naqqod  iiadt  tt 
nadJ  Jod)  bioq  ad  oJ  Jdgoo  am«  aib  itaw  nl  »ayfi*>  Joaall  biat  ad)  lo  yno  laJlo  lo  lava  ila  ni  to  aJ’q  nl 
«JnamannaT  bno  ebnsl  biae  ad)  oJnl  aMtabinq  bla«  adJ  vA  bna  o)  Hulwai  adlad*  Jy  laila  aami)  Ha  )a  boa 
,avnb  3>Bal  oi  biiwol  aiadJ  eMzsnsmfl  lo  aWMda  adJ  boa  aolaUaKI  bno  lajna  oJ  lotadJ  Hao'q  yna  to 
loaiadJ  owiioaTiB  art)  '•'w  Jiwi  albiaay  bJa*  adi  lo  aonabwiT  Uo<  ad)  HUnu  anioXXJ  bno  ytwa  ahioa 

jMoq  boo  badtijat  alllul  adloda 


lo  aliyom  ad)  A  «r4iod  Bolllawb  ym  lo  aljyom  ad)  anno*  ym  ndol  oJ  rtJBJupad  A  avag  lllw  I  aul** 
alJll  ,ba)nadw  ni  jnbd  boo  gnbyl  aJuuJbo  bond  to  aail  Haw  *•  -inatiband  bnn  •'mannaX  «bonal  ym  Ila  ^ 
bna  rnlad  ud^no2  ym  ndo|.  Um  ari)  o)  blod  o)  boa  avad  ol  crwli  lo  yna  iq  noJwoiqZ  boa  baldaO 
,ll»wb  biM  ym  lo  aiiyom  ladJorii  annoo  ym  HaaiblM  ol  dinaupad  bon  a/l|  Hiw  I  ma)l  .’vaiol  AanysaA 
.bnod  ta  aaO  Hww  aa  •'maJlbhad  bna  coaotanoaT  fbnal  biao  ad)  Ho  lo  bno  tatwod  gnl 
tarts  )*ao  ynom  ddtgna  Hulwai  lo  cbnuoq  aiJiuoD  anno2  ym  Uait  jM  IbtoadJald  o)  dJaaupad  bna  lUw  I  ” 
taiaay  aaidJ  nidJiw  bna  .bB'ad-tll  tad)o  aaaaaab  ym  larta  Ixan  taiaay  owl  nl<*w  .atsaaab  ym 

dJrMjpad  bna  Iflw  I  m)l  abouoq  ainuoTt  blot  ad)  V)  Joryoq  liol  nl  .V»8-id*CI3  laiDo  ataaaab  ym  lalla  Jxan 
ow)  nlf^w  .Oil  araay  aoo  nid'w  ....  ynom  fUl4|n3  Hulwai  lo  ibnuoq  ainid)  atutoZ  ym  tamodT  of 
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yeercs  £10,  and  within  three  yeercs  £10.  Item  I  will  to  the  said  Thomas  my  lease  and  terme  of  yeres 
of  and  in  the  messuage  called  Ampsons  in  wherstede  and  of  &  in  the  lands  thereto  belonging. 

“I  will  to  Marie  .Merrill  daughter  to  the  said  Naihaniell  £10  to  be  paid  to  hir  at  hir  age  of  eightccne 
yecres.  Itm  1  will  to  Martha  Merrcll  one  other  of  the  daughters  of  the  said  Nathanicll  other  £10  to  be 
to  hir  and  hir  age  of  18  yecres.  Itm  I  will  to  John  Merrcll  Sonne  to  the  said  Nathanicll  £10  to  be  paid 
to  him  at  his  age  of  one  and  twentie  yceres.  And  yff  any  of  the  said  children  shall  Dept  this  life  before 
such  time  as  he  or  she  is  to  receive  the  said  porcon  bequeathed  by  this  will,  then  1  will  that  p’te  and 
porcon  of  him  or  hir  so  Deceasing  shalbe  Distributed  to  and  among  the  survivors  of  them. 

"I  will  and  bequeath  to  Thoms  Merrcll  Sonne  of  Thoms  Merrell  my  Sonne  £10  to  be  paied  to  him  at 
his  age  of  one  and  twentie  yeeres.  Itm  I  will  to  Anne  Merrell  daughter  to  the  said  Thoms  my  Sonne 
other  £10  to  be  paied  to  hir  at  hir  age  of  18  yeercs.  And  yff  eyther  of  those  two  children  shall  dcp’te 
this  life  before  he  or  slice  shall  receive  the  said  porcons  then  1  will  that  the  p’te  of  him  or  hir  so  Dcceassing 
shall  remaine  to  the  survivour  of  them. 

“I  will  to  Willm  Smyth  my  servaunt  20s  &  to  Thomas  Smyth  his  brother  10s  Itm  I  will  to  Edward 
Kettle  of  ffreston  Clerke  20s.  Itm  I  will  to  eyteh  of  my  said  sonnes  Nathanicll  and  Thoms  all  such  goods 
of  mine  as  they  have  in  their  sev’all  custodies  and  I  remytte  and  forgive  and  ei  ther  of  them  all  such 
Debts  as  they  doth  owe  unto  me.  All  the  Residue  of  my  debts  goods  and  Cattles  whatsoeV^  my  Debts 
payed  my  legacies  performed  and  my  fuiVall  e.xpcnces  discharged  I  will  to  my  said  Sonnes  John  and 
Michaell  whom  I  ordainc  and  constitute  my  Executors  of  this  my  last  will  &  Testament.  And  I  appoint 
my  loving  friend  Christopher  Wright  supraviser  of  the  same  Testament . 

John  Merrell” 

Witness:  Raulffe  .Scrivner 

Christopher  Wright 
Michaell  Raynold 
John  Raynold 

CHILDREN 

(all  bom  at  Wherstead,  Eng.) 

-1.  NATHANIEL  b. - ;  m.  Feb’y  27,  1592/3,  Mary  Blacksoll  (see  below) 

2.  THOMAS  b. - ;  m.  July  15,  1595,  Rose  Rearson 

They  were  married  at  Wherstead  and  had  two  children  in  1600  when  father’s  will  was  made. 

3.  JOHN  b. - ;  m.  Dec.  29,  1601,  Susan  Plumley 

Child  Mary  was  bp.  at  Belsted  Oct.  10,  1602 

4.  MICHAEL  b. - ;  m.  Mch.  7,  1602  3,  Margaret  Scrivener;  he  bur.  Aug.  20,  1616  she  d.  aft.  husband 

They  lived  at  Belstead. 


NATHANIEL  MERRILL  b. - 

MARY  BLACKSOLL  m.  Feb’y  27,  1592  3 
b.  - 


1592/3,  Feb’y  27.  P  36  Do:  Mr.  William  Mer¬ 
rill  prepared  the  typewritten  “Merrill  Memorial” 
in  honor  of  his  father  Mr.  George  W.  Merrill  of 
Saginaw,  Mich.,  from  which  this  English  sketch 
has  been  taken.  It  is  a  neat  piece  of  original  re¬ 
search.  This  marriage  record  of  Nathaniel  Merrill 
and  Mary  Blacksoll  was  found  at  Wherstead,  Eng. 

1626/7,  Mch.  17.  Do:  Nathaniel  Merrill,  like 
his  wife,  was  buried  at  Wherstead,  Suffolk.  If  he 
■ — ~~~  was  21  at  marriage  he  would  now  be  51.  No  will 

was  found  as  left  by  him.  The  Mayflower  pilgrims  had  been  at  Plymouth  for  over  six  years  when  he  died. 
Possibly  their  adventures  had  been  a  common  subject  of  family  talk  and  had  started  the  seeds  which 
grew  into  blossom  in  the  next  decade  when  two  of  the  boys  started  for  the  New  World. 


bur.  May  1,  1624  bur.  Mch.  17,  1626  7 

1624,  May  1.  Do:  Mary  Blacksoll  died  three 
years  before  her  husband,  at  Wherstead  where 
both  lived  and  died.  She  reached  the  age  of  50 
probably. 
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CHILDREN 

(all  born  at  Wherstead,  Eng.) 

1.  DAUGHTER  b. - ;  bur.  Jan’y  21,  1593/4 

2.  MARY  bp.  Fcb’y  23,  1594  5 

Her  grandfather  willed  her  £10  at  18  years  of  age. 

3.  MARTHA  b. - 

Her  grandfather  left  her  £10  to  be  paid  at  age  18. 

4.  FRANCES  bp.  1598 

She  bur.  Aug.  1,  1593 

5.  JOHN  bp.  Aug.  16,  1599;  m.  Elizabeth - ;  he  d.  a  Sept.,  1673,  x  74  she  d.  July  14,  1682  1  ch 

They  moved  to  New  England  and  settled  in  Newbury,  Mass.,  with  brother  Nathaniel.  They  had  one  child 
Hannah  who  m.  May  24,  1697,  Stephen  Swett.  John’s  inv’y  was  £379-12'10. 

6.  NATH.ANIEL  bp.  May  4,  1601;  m.  Susannah  Wolterton  (see  below) 

7.  MICHAEL  bp.  Apl.  3,  1603 

8.  THOMAS 

The  Thomas  Merrill  who  had  a  son  bp.  at  Hartford,  Ct.,  in  1646  may  belong  among  these  children. 


NATHANIEL  MERRILL  bp.  May  4,  1601 

SUSANNAH  WOLTERTON  m.  a  1633 

b.  -  d.  Mch.  16,  1654  /5 

d.  Jan’y  25,  1672,  3  je  54 

1654/5,  Mch.  16.  Vol.  I,  P  205  P  Ct,  Essex  Co., 
Ptd:  The  husband  of  Susannah  Merrill  dies  re- 
membering  her  by  will  in  these  words:  “  1  give  and 
bequeath  unto  Susanna,  my  wife,  five  akers  of 
plowable  land  lying  next  my  brother  John’s  land 
and  halfc  the  marsh  during  her  naturall  life  and 
a  cow  and  three  heifers  and  all  my  household 
goods.”  Sometime  between  this  date  and  the 
next  she  marries  Stephen  Jordon  of  Ipswich  and 
Newbury,  Mass.,  as  her  second  husband,  who  died 
Feb’y  8,  1669,  70.  His  two  daughters  married 
Robert  Cross  and  John  Andrews. 

1661,  Aug.  16.  V’ol.  Ill,  p  178  Maine  H  &  G 
Rec:  Her  son  Nathaniel  Merrill  mentions  “my 
mother  Susannah  Jordon”  in  a  deed. 

1667,  Apl.  5.  Vol.  V,  p  113  P  Ct,  Salem:  The 
will  of  husband  Stephen  Jordan  refers  to  her  in 
these  words:  “For  my  hows  and  land  in  Newbery 
1  give  it  to  my  wife  dureing  her  naturrall  life”  and 
then  to  Steven  Croose,  son-in-law.  “  I  give  to  my 
wife  half  my  household  goods.  I  give  alsoe  to  my 
wife  and  the  other  halfe  to  my  sonns  Robart  Crose 
and  John  Andros  Equally.”  Stephen  Jordan  died 
on  Feb’y  8,  1669,  70. 

1670,  Mch.  29.  P  113  Do:  No  executor  of 


1601,  May  4.  P  36  Do:  Nathaniel  Merrell  was 
baptized  at  Wherstead  where  he  was  born.  He  was 
not  mentioned  in  the  will  of  his  grandfather,  dated 
Dec.  2,  1600,  as  John  was,  for  he  was  born  just 
about  five  months  too  late. 

1633.  P  1  Merrill  Gen  (1899):  This  writer 
thinks  that  Nathaniel  and  John  landed  at  Ipswich, 
Mass.,  as  early  as  this  year  when  the  town  was 
founded.  Whether  he  came  this  year  or  later  he 
probably  brought  his  wife  with  him  for  they  were 
certainly  married  as  early  as  this.  The  marriage 
w'ith  Susannah  Wolterton  is  not  recorded  and 
there  is  no  direct  proof  of  their  marriage;  but  cir¬ 
cumstantial  evidence  is  strong  in  its  favor.  The 
Merrill  Memorial  says  that  the  author  could  find 
no  trace  of  either  John  or  Nathaniel  at  Ipswich 
and  he  is  certain  neither  one  was  at  Newbury  as 
early  as  1635  with  the  first  settlers.  In  1636  how¬ 
ever  they  were  there  and  he  gives  the  following 
1638  entry  as  the  first  reference  to  Nathaniel  in  the 
public  records  of  America. 

Immigration  to  America  was  specially  popular 
in  these  years  from  1630  to  1640.  In  this  year  of 
1633  for  example  a  party  of  over  200  colonists,  and 
their  servants  set  out  to  settle  Maryland  under 
Lord  Baltimore’s  charter.  Maryland  was  the  first 
asserter  of  religious  tolerance  in  the  New  World 
and  became  a  refuge  for  all  classes,  the  governor 
being  required  by  oath  of  office  “neither  by  him¬ 
self  nor  by  any  other,  directly  or  indirectly,  molest 


YD0JA3H30  TT3a2Aa 


Ot>i 


V  •  ►  .  .41-^  NM 

.  I 


"t  *.  I  .  * 

%r  ^  i  •  *  t- 1 

'  i  ■■#?  wtpfj 


%*♦!«  inilfrw  »<*ri’ 

4  '  • 


jr*v 


naaojiHD  -if' ' 

(.kn3  .basiciMlW  n  food  lUQ 

¥\mi  ,tt  x‘«ul :— ?r  .d  ^3TKduaci  .i 

e\mi  .q4  YAAM  X 

■sIaIo  ruMX  61  !•  Oil  raii  bsIOw  tvOallwwi  qti 

r  — r»4AHTAAl4  X 
.61  3M  ta  U*9  sd  oi  Oil  vtd  >H1 

»ei  ./Id  333HAiH  > 

-  ,  8WI  .1  ^K,.wd  ada  ^ 

£Sdt  .M  xtb(  b  »fli  fT  IB  .cm  ,4<p2  «  b  «d  :>-p-  4»d«iia  m  ;60ej  ,dl  .(uA  .^d  KHOi 

faCib  *oo  b«ri  xiriT  ialnaibaVI  ia<boid  ilitw  ,4mIA  ,XTtKh»»M  nl  b>bm  Ijoa  bnalftinH  o»  baYom  xorfT 
^  ‘  T  -£1-6^11  um  x'vnl  a’nifot.  .?r*ir2  ,T®I  ,M  x'J'^  ■<*»  P^*  d«miaH 


.  \i  * 
ih  1  - 


j  * 


gi^  )  -*  ^  iiroW  lat)  itojTUloW  riannaaua  «n  ;IOdl  >  >%<*  J3J'^<AHTAM  .d 

(061  <C  .IqA  49d  .^AIOIKC  .T 

w  2AWOHT  .6 

jnibata  anrfi  yiotna  a  naiad  vam  dbdl  fd  ..p  .brvtruH  la  .«!  om  a  bad  c&m  UtmM  tamarfT  adT 


,4  ‘  ■ 

atvf  fbmt/ rt^  dC  >  xi:M  .fOdf 
eaw  .mod  erv  vl  aisdw  LoafettiHW  Ja  bodsqttd 
b^jiab  .'ndla'tbfrnis  «i4)o  Uiw  gdj  m  kniroi  (rom  ion 
nut  O'*  ^  ’Ow  fuiol,  an  ,00dl  ,£  joQ 

.5ld  oal  wtinora  >vd  Tuoda 

n«hw  j^flT  -.(Wei)  naO  liimM  I  ^  .031 
,fbivftql  Ja  babntU  rdlot  bna  binoHiaV!  jaiU  tilni/ti 
ts^  owui  vi}  rrxiw  las^  wfi  «a  x^<•a  aa 
irt  niol  m  laa^  eirfj  vnen  vl  tadlidW  .bnbtKfd) 
yinw  x>Hj  xA  rrtld  riilw  ritivt  tid  i/^uoid  x^dadoiq 
oj^oinain  vfT  .«irb  an  as  b'Al'l'Tsnt 
tma  bnbio'Joi  Jon  d  nofniloW  dannaau2  riJi# 
•lb  lud  ;9]|ahiani  ibHj  loWiq  JTiVlib  on  d  »r>dJ 
brfT  .iofvdi  tii  ni  ^noin  ai  »(f‘>blv<a  (oHncnmu^ 
bnA  Lfmb  xdJua  ^  JarfJ  tYu  Iniinm»M  UtmM 
fblvraqi  JB  biasdfald  w  mfc>t.  miib  \o  smti  on 
as  xiudw»{d  JB  taw  wio  iMilim  niaJno  d  >ri  b<ia 
•wori  d€dl  nl  .eidtba  Jnd  Mfj  rtJha  2Cdl  an  ^laa 
gnlwofldl  DflJ  w/l|  9d  bns  wadi’  waw  ysdi  tav5 
adi  n)  binadJaid  oJ  nasn’itsn  laid  vU  aa  8tdl 

.ashsoiA  W  abiooM  oMduq 
iiduqoq  ylicbyqa  aaw  aommA  oJ  rMM)ai|tenRri 
Vi  iaw(  aldJ  nl  .Obdl  of  ti€df  moi)  aiKi^  Widi  ni 
hn#  ,aninoloo  OOC  w/olo  *  !>!<7maM  nd  (tdf 
i^bnu  bnaJ^iaM  dim  oj  Juo  i»a  eina/ioB  ibdj 
JnA  idJ  aaw  bnalxiaM  .isJisrb  a'jiomliiiBfl  IjkkI 
MioW  ardd  adl  ni  I'jnsidoJ  auoi^i  Vi  i-amaca 
loniBvai  Bfti  JIb  idl  ^tulw  b  antsand  bna 

•nud  xd  ufifian**  sjdto  ‘lo  iUbo  xd  b»iiu{m  Bfdad 
ladont  .xliantfani  no  indJo  yna  xd  loaUsB 


i 

lOdi  >  .qd  JJiaaaM  J31HAHTAM 

t£dl  B  m  HOT^iaTJOW  HAMklA2U2 

ivbidi  ,dl  .ffoM  .b  '  *  - .d 

►ia#  *  ’  C\£Tdl  x'n*l  J> 

,.dD  xnt3  ,0  a  Wtt  q  .1  .loV  31  jlaM  ,?\bidl 
•91  adb  IlhioM  riannoauB  \o  bnadaud  adT  :bs^ 
boB  jvij  I  **  :abiow  aaadJ  ni  UIw  xd  isd  gntndncmi 
lo  rmla  ovA  .9>iw  ym  .annaauZ  oJnu  /liciupsd 
bnal  aYidot  nriJoid  ym  non  gnlxl  bnal  9ldB«k^ 
boB  ailil  UaiuJBn  i»d  ynhub  rtwam  ddl  nllsd  bna 
bJofhauod  ym  Ua  bna  rb^bd  soidJ  bna  woo  a 
bdj  bna  aiBb  ddJ  ooawjod  omiJocnog  T.aboos 
bna  fbhaaqi  lo  oobio(.  nfdqwA  coiruun  oda  Jxan 
baib  odw  .bnedaud  bfiooM  nd  aa  .AtaM.ynidwsVI 
batnaai  noirlsuab  owl  dH  XJTy^t  .8  y'dsH 
utwnbnA  ndot  bna  aaoO  Jndoil 

O  ]&  H  onlaM  8Vf  q  Jll  JoV  .dl  4uA  ,lddi 
Xfn*‘  anoiJnaai  UmoM  IdnsdiaVI  not  nH  :mSI 
.bnb  B  ni  ''rtobiof,  dannaaoS  lodJoni 

•idT  rnoUA  ,jO  *1  tl  I  q  ,V  JoV  .i  JqA  ,Vdil 
nl  nd  oi  tvAn  nabiot  nsdqoJ^  bnadaud  lo  ttKv 
yr/dw»M  ni  bnai  bns  raod\in  lO^**  :abiow  saadJ 
bna  "dU  Hanufan  tad  ydnub  aliwym  of  j)  yvl)  1 
yifi  oi  Bvl:]|  t*'*  .wabni'4M>a  jnocrO  mvafS  of  nsdJ 
yin  of  tods  9/1)  1  aiioo|  biodomod  ym  liad  tlha 
ntmJ  mdoJl  annot  yro  oi  dlad  ndfo  mU  Uia  »liw 
bad)  nabiot  nodqojS  *\yilBU{a3  aoibnA  ndo(.  bna 

JlT\»ai  .8  y*<b^  no 

•b3  )o  KkiuoBRB  old  :oGliJ^  .9(.ffoM  ,0Tdl 


541 


THE  MERRILL  FAMILY 


tate  of  Stephen  Jordon  of  Newbery  being  named 
in  Will  it  was  ordered  that  the  estate  be  left  in  the 
widow’s  hand  for  her  comfortable  subsistence  dur^ 
ing  her  life.  The  Inventory  amounted  to  £39'4'6. 
The  debts  to  £9-'19'6,  including  3li  13s  to  “Abell 
Merrill  for  dayes  work  done  for  mowing  &  make- 
ing  hay  &  planting  (3c  hilling  (Sc  cutting  wood,  (See., 
besides  attendance  upon  him  both  night  &  day  for 
these  3  last  years  which  if  it  be  made  up  10  li  he 
would  be  a  looser.  ’’  Also  to  Daniel  Merrill  1  li  6d; 
and  to  Nathaniell  .Merrill,  2li.  10s. 

1672/3,  Jan’y  25.  P  306  Newbury  Hist  (1845): 
This  is  the  date  of  death  of  ‘Susanna  J ordan,  widow’, 
which  is  in  accord  with  the  following  probate 
record.  She  died  intestate.  From  the  ages  of  her 
mother  and  the  children  she  could  not  be  far  from 
the  age  of  sixty. 

1672/3,  Feb’y  4.  Docket  15,247,  Essex  Co  P  Ct: 
Inventory  of  the  estate  of  Susannah  Jordan,  de¬ 
ceased  Jan.  25,  1672,  taken  by  William  Pilsbury, 
Moses  Pilsbury  and  Anthony  Somerby  as  follows: 
“One  cow  3  li  15s;  two  heifers  coming  three  yere 
old,  5li;  one  pigg  3s  4c/:  her  wearing  apparrell  2li; 
an  old  flock  bed,  a  paire  of  sheets,  an  old  Rug  & 
blancket.  Hi  10s;  two  old  Iron  potts,  one  pr.  of 
pot  houks,  frying  pan,  bucket,  2  tramclls.  Hi  4s; 
a  little  cubbard,  2  old  chests,  a  keiler,  an  old  hogs 
head  (Sc  2  trayes,  14s:  3  old  pewter  dishes,  an  old 
chamber  pot,  a  pint  pott  &.  a  broken  cup,  13s;  an 
old  sword,  a  spit,  fire  shovel  &  tongues,  10s;  a 
brasen  candlestick,  pr.  of  sheep  sheers,  an  old 
brasse  skillet  (3c  some  lumber,  3s;  total,  15/i  12s  4d. 
Debts  due  from  Abraham  Merril  Hi  10s;  Richard 
Bartlet  Hi;  Thomas  Barbur,  9s.  The  deceased 
owes  to  Henry  Short,  1  li  10s;  Goodman  Ordway, 
5s  5ci;  John  Bartlet,  2s;  Will  Bolten,  2s  8d;  Tris¬ 
trum  Coffin,  12s;  John  Knight,  6s;  to  Abell  Merrill 
for  wintering  two  cowes  3  winters  (5c  2  calves,  7  li 
4s;  cutting  &  making  3  load  &  halfe  of  hay,  18s; 
charges  for  her  funcrall  for  coffin  &.  digging  the 
grave  Hi;  due  to  Joane  Merrill,  2  li  5s;  total,  \2li 
5s  lei.  Attested  in  Ipswich  Court  25:  Im:  1673  by 
Abell  Merrill.” 

1673,  March  25.  Vol.  V,  p  193  Ipswich  Quar¬ 
terly  Court  at  Salem:  Administration  on  the  Es¬ 
tate  of  Mrs.  Susannah  Jordan  of  Newbury  was 
granted  to  Abell  Merrill  her  youngest  son. 


any  person  professing  to  believe  in  Jesus  Christ, 
for,  or  in  respect  of,  religion.” 

1638,  July  23.  Vol.  I,  p  38  P  R,  Newbury: 
“There  is  granted  to  John  Merrill’s  brother  four 
acres  in  the  neck  for  an  house  lott  next  his  brother 
Jno.  Merrill.”  This  lot  was  on  the  south  bank  of 
Parker  river.  From  Nathaniel  are  descended  most 
of  the  Merrills  in  the  United  States. 

1654/5,  Mch.  8.  Vol.  Ill,  p  10  P  Ct,  Essex  Co., 
Salem,  Mass:  “Witnes  by  these  p’sents  that  I 
Nathaniell  Merrill  of  Newbury  in  the  Countie  of 
Essex  being  sicke  of  body  but  through  gods  mercy 
of  perfect  memory  I  do  here  make  my  last  will  and 
testament.  I  first  bequeath  my  soule  unto  the 
hands  of  my  blessed  Redeemer  with  an  assured 
hope  of  a  joyfull  resurection,  and  my  body  when 
it  shall  please  the  lord  to  take  me  out  of  this  fraile 
ife  to  bee  buryed  in  the  burying  place  of  Newbury, 
and  for  my  worldly  goods  1  give  and  dispose  of  as 
followcth: 

“lmp£  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Susanna  my 
wife  five  akers  of  plowable  land  lying  next  my 
brother  John’s  land  and  halfe  the  marsh  dureing 
her  natiirall  life  and  a  cow  and  three  heifers  and 
all  my  household  goods.  And  out  of  this  estate  so 
given  to  my  wife  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my 
daughter  Susanna  five  pounds  when  she  shalbe 
at  the  age  of  twenty  yeares  then  I  give  and  be¬ 
queath  unto  my  Son  Nathaniell  (whom  I  appoint 
as  my  true  and  lawfull  heire)  all  my  land  and  free¬ 
hold  after  my  wives  decease,  and  all  the  working 
tooles  (3c  Implements  of  husbandry  and  all  the  cat- 
tell  and  stocke  besids.  And  out  of  this  stocke  I 
appoint  that  my  Son  Nathaniell  shall  pay  theise 
legacyes  as  followeth,  that  is  I  give  unto  my  son 
John  when  he  shalbee  of  the  age  of  two  and  twenty 
yeers  the  summe  of  five  pounds. 

“And  also  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  son 
Abraham  at  the  age  of  two  and  twenty  years  five 
pounds.  And  1  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  sonne 
Daniell  also  at  the  age  of  one  and  twenty  years 
five  pounds,  and  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  Son 
Abell  five  pounds  also  at  the  age  of  one  and  twenty 
years. 

“And  I  appoint  my  son  Nathaniell  to  be  my  sole 
executor  and  all  my  debts  (3c  funerall  rites  being 
discharged  I  appoint  him  to  have  all  the  rest  of 
my  goods  (Sc  chattels  undisposed  and  1  desire  my 
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brother  John  Mcrill  and  Anthony  Somerby  to  be  the  overseers  of  this  my  last  will  &  testament.  In  wit- 
nesse  whereof  I  have  set  my  hand  March  the  eight  in  the  ycare  one  thousand  six  hundred  fifty  fourc 
but  if  gods  p’vidcnce  should  by  losses  &  crosses  j|  upon  ye  estate  |1  more  than  ordinary  then  proportion' 
ably  to  be  abated  in  the  legacyes. 

Nathaniell  X  Merrill” 

Witnesses:  Richard  Knight 

Anthony  Somerby,  John  Merrill. 

1654/5,  March  16.  Date  of  death  as  reported  in  the  inventory.  He  died  at  home  in  Newbury,  Mass. 

1654  5,  Mar.  27.  \’ol.  Ill,  p  10  P  Ct,  Salem:  Inventory  taken  by  Daniel  X  Thurston,  Richard  Knight 
and  Archelaus  Woodman  includes: 

"  Ten  akers  of  upland  and  thre  akers  of  marsh  with  the  privilege  of  a  frehold  or  commonage  .  .  .  lOli'OOs 

“One  cow  and  a  calf  4li  155;  3  heifers  of  3  yr  olds  di  2  calves  12  li  10s;  two  steers  of  two  year  old  &  two 

heifers  1  l/i;  three  yearlings  4 /i  ..........  32/»'05s 

“Also  carts  &  wheels,  sled,  harrow,  spades,  mattock,  beetle,  wedges,  crosscut,  hand.saw,  axes,  hoocs,  tubs, 
fanne,  staple,  rings,  prongs,  shovel,  wearing  apparel,  10  bushels  malt  &  barley,  5  bu  wb.eate,  9  bu. 
rye,  35  bu  Indian  Come,  2  muskets,  2  swords,  match  and  powder,  oats  &  pease,  sixe  small  swyne, 
flock  beds  and  bolsters,  sheets,  old  Ketles,  skillets,  bras  pots.  Iron  pots,  warming  pan,  fire  shovels. 

Grid  Iron,  tongs,  other  small  iron  things  &  a  spitt,  pewter  dishes,  skimmer,  dishes,  spoons,  truckle 
bedsted,  buckets,  pr  of  cottrells,  cart  rope,  half  busliel  &  a  pecke,  cubberd  &  2  chests,  drinke 
vessel,  wheels,  powdring  tub,  ten  milke  trayes  &  3  cheesfats,  &c  .  .  .  .  29/»'0ls 

Total  81/i-06s" 

his  debts  for  Rent  due  to  Mr.  Cutting  5/« 
in  small  debts  .  .  .  .21% 

no  buildings  mentioned 

1655,  Mar.  27.  Do:  Will  proved  by  John  Merrill  and  Anthony  Somerby.  Nathaniel  Merrill  lived  for 
some  22  years  in  America  and  died  at  age  54. 


CHILDREN 

(all  bom  at  Newbury  but  only  5  or  6  recorded) 

1.  NATHANIEL  b.  a  1634;  m.  Oct.  15,  1661,  Joanna  Kinney;  he  d.  Jan’y  1,  1632/3,  a!  49  shed.  7  ch 

Was  named  e.\ecutor  of  father’s  estate  at  21  years  of  age.  He  remained  at  Newbury. 

2.  DEA.  JOHN  b.  a  1636;  m.  Sept.  23,  1663,  S^arah  Watson  (see  below) 

3.  DEA.  ABRAHAM  b.  a  1638;  m  (1)  Jan’y  18,  1660  1,  Abigail  Webster;  he  d.  a  1725,  ae  a  87  shed.  1!  ch 

They  remained  at  Newbury.  He  m  (2)  Sept.  12,  1713,  Sarah  Rolandson,  widov/  of  Nicholas  Bond. 

4.  SUSANNAH  b.  1640;  m.  Oct.  15,  1663,  John  Burbank;  she  d.  Oct.  10,  1690,  te  50  he  d.  June  1,  1709  4  ch 

She  died  at  Suffield,  Conn.  He  was  three  times  married. 

5.  SERGT.  DANIEL  b.  Aug.  20,  1642;  m  (1)  May  14,  1667,  Sarah  Clough;  he  d.  June  27,  1717,  ae  75  shed.  7  ch 

Mch.  18,  1705/6,  a;  60 

He  m  (2)  May  29,  1708,  Sarah  Morrell,  age  58,  it  being  her  third  marriage.  Both  wives  were  of  Salisbury 
where  he  settled. 

6.  ABEL  b.  Feb’y  20,  1643/4;  m.  Feb’y  10,  1670/1,  Priscilla  Chase;  he  d.  Oct.  28,  1689,  s  45  she  d.  7  ch 

They  remained  at  Newbury. 

7.  THOMAS  b.  1648 

He  is  reported  by  some;  but  is  not  mentioned  in  father’s  will  of  1655. 


DEA.  JOHN  MERRILL 
SARAH  WATSON 
b.  a  1641 
d.  after  husband 
1641.  Sarah  Watson  was 


b.  a  1636 
m.  Sept.  23,  1663 
d.  May  18,  1712 
X  76 

born  in  Hartford, 


1636.  Deacon  John  Merrill  was  born  at  New- 
bury,  Massachusetts  in  the  very  early  days  of  the 
town  before  public  vital  records  were  kept. 

1 654/  5,  Mch.  8.  When  about  nineteen  years  old, 
his  father  made  his  wall  leaving  “unto  my  son 
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Connecticut  but  the  important  event  was  not  re¬ 
corded.  She  had  one  younger  brother  John  and 
one  baby  sister  Mary.  Her  father  died  when  she 
was  only  nine  so  that  for  8  years,  until  her  wed¬ 
ding  day,  she  helped  her  mother  bear  the  family 
burdens. 

1669  '70,  Feb’y  12.  P  48  Second  Ch  Hist  (1892) ; 
Rev.  John  Whiting  and  32  members  of  the  First 
Church  withdrew  to  form  the  Second  Church  in 
Hartford.  “Sarah  Merolds”  was  one  of  the  36 
“not  yet  in  full  communion  that  personally  man¬ 
ifested  their  desire  of  joining  with  us  in  our  dis¬ 
tinct  estate,  and  accordingly  owned  the  covenant”. 
Her  mother  .Margaret  Watson  was  a  member  in 
full  communion  while  her  brother  John  Watson 
was  in  the  covenant  class  with  her. 

1677/8,  Mch.  24.  P  292  Do:  “Sarah  Merolds” 
is  No.  95  on  the  Second  Church  Roll  of  Members, 
Joining  this  day  with  Mrs.  Watson,  probably 
brother  John’s  wife,  and  seven  others. 

1 684,  Apl.  11.  Sarah’s  husband  makes  will  nam¬ 
ing  her  exccutri-x  thereof  and  remembering  her  in 
these  words,  “  My  will  is  that  my  loving  wife  shold 
Have  Half  my  Dwelling  House  with  Half  my 
Home  Lott  &  the  priviledges  there  unto  Belonging 
so  Long  as  shee  shall  Remaine  a  Widow;  and  if 
shee  [  ]  This  Estate  [  )  to  my  Children 

when  they  come  of  age  to  receive  Their  portions. 
And  if  it  so  Returne,  my  Will  is  that  my  wife  shold 
Have  six  pounds  pr  year  out  of  my  Estate,  to  Bee 
payd  Her  yearly  by  my  Children  during  her  Nat¬ 
ural  Life.  Also  1  give  unto  my  sayd  wife  thirty 
pMDunds,  to  Bcc  payd  out  of  my  moveable  Estate, 

to  be  Hirs  for  ever  and  at  her  owne  dispose . 

And  I  doe  apoynt  &  Constitute  my  Loving  wife 
Sarah  Merrells  to  Bee  my  executrix  to  this  my 
Last  Will  &  Testament.” 

1712,  Dec.  1.  At  Court  “Sarah  Merrells,  widow, 
relict  of  Deacon  John  Merril  was  appointed  execu¬ 
trix”.  She  refusing  to  act  this  Court  nevertheless 
“grants  Adms.  to  Sarah  Merrill  widow  &  Relict 
and  Daniel  Merrill  son  of  the  Dec’d”.  The  agree¬ 
ment  of  the  children  submitted  was  approved  and 
allowed  in  lieu  of  the  will.  It  is  notable  that  this 
will  was  made  28  years  before  the  probate  -  a  very 
rare  occurrence  in  the  early  Court  records;  and  it 
was  this  consideration  which  persuaded  the  Court 


John  when  he  shalbee  of  the  age  of  two  and  twenty 
yeers  the  summe  of  five  pounds”.  John  is  named 
as  the  oldest  in  one  history  of  Newbury  but  since 
Nathaniel  was  made  executor  of  the  father’s  will 
and  is  the  only  son  of  21  or  higher  the  chances  are 
that  Nathaniel  was  in  fact  the  oldest.  Perhaps 
John  was  already  apprenticed  to  his  uncle  Gregory 
Wolterton,  the  rich  tanner,  in  Hartford,  if  not  in¬ 
deed  adopted  by  him.  Later  John  inherited  the 
tanyard  and  continued  it  successfully  through  life, 
thinking  so  much  of  it  in  fact  as  to  will  that  “it 
shall  not  Bee  Allienated  to  any  other  Prson  that 
is  not  of  my  posteritie  for  ever.” 

1657.  P  39  Hartford  Hist  (1842):  The  author 
Mr.  Porter  reports  John  Merrill  as  having  a  lot  in 
Hartford  “Elm,  lot  18,”  as  early  as  this.  This  is 
said  to  be  the  second  lot  West  from  Main  st.,  on 
South  side  of  Elm  st.  Here  is  where  he  built  his 
dwelling.  The  land  records  do  not  show  it  however 
under  this  early  date.  The  1668  land  entry  below 
is  the  earliest  dated  land  record  in  his  name  and  it 
may  represent  his  home  lot  bought  at  this  early 
period  but  not  recorded  until  then. 

1658, May20.  Vol.  II,  p  95  C  C:  “Theseprsons 
underwritten  were  made  free  before  the  Court.” 
Jo:  Merrils  is  one  of  seventy  to  be  so  made  today. 
As  a  citizen,  the  Quaker  troubles  of  the  day  would 
attract  his  attention.  Quakers  refused  to  follow 
the  Court  practice  of  using  “Your  Honor”  or 
“swearing  to  speak  the  truth”  in  Court,  and  they 
addressed  the  magistrates  as  “hirelings  baals 
(priests  of  Baal)  and  seed  of  the  serpant.  ”  The 
United  Commissioners  of  the  New  England  Colo¬ 
nies  recommended  their  banishment.  Massachu¬ 
setts  actually  hung  four  of  them.  In  Maryland 
they  must  swear  loyalty  to  the  lord  proprietor  or 
be  tried  as  traitors.  Virginia  prohibited  their 
entrance  on  pain  of  death  for  third  return. 
New  Netherland  treated  them  with  great  harsh¬ 
ness  and  tortures,  but  none  were  put  to  death. 
(So  fearful  of  its  dignity  is  the  King  or  the 
State!) 

1659/'60,  Feb’y  13.  Vol.  I,  p  546  L  R:  John 
Merils  is  the  last  one  in  the  list  of  155  proprietors 
of  Hartford  who  are  taxed  for  “ye  Mill  Rates.” 
There  was  a  levy  for  each  of  the  years  1655,  1656 
and  1657,  but  John  had  only  reached  his  majority 
in  1657  and  hence  was  taxed  only  for  1657,  his  tax 
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to  allow  the  children’s  agreement  to  take  prece^  being  only  4  shillings.  He  is  in  the  list  on  the 
deuce  over  it.  South  side. 


1714,  June  7.  The  children’s  agreement  pro^ 
vidcs:  “To  our  honoured  mother  Sarah  Merrells, 
to  half  the  dwelling  house  and  barn  with  the  house 
lot  adjoining,  to  be  her  own  to  dispose  to  her  heirs 
and  assigns  forever  .... 

To  moveable  estate  .... 

To  be  paid  her  annually  during  life 
for  her  third  of  lands  . 


1663,  Sept.  23.  P  2  Merrill  Gen  (1903):  This 
author  names  this  as  the  marriage  day  of  John 
Merrill  and  Sarah  Watson,  but  we  cannot  find  the 
reference  in  Hartford  and  we  wonder  where  he 
got  it. 

1663,  4,  Feb’y  18.  \’ol.  1,  p  1 19  T  V:  John  Mer- 
ills  was  elected  a  chimney-viewer  for  the  South 
Side,  and  so  again  on  Feb’y  13,  1672/3.  Our  John 
Watson  his  brother-in-law  was  elected  with  him  on 
the  latter  date. 

166S/9,  Feb’y  23.  Vol.  I,  p  159  Dist:  “Land  in 
Hartford  belonging  to  John  Merrill  &  his  heirs 

— - - -  forever:  one  parcell  of  land  which  he  bought  of 

Thomas  Andrews  and  was  past  over  to  him  (with  the  consent  of  Nath  and  Abigail  Bording)  containing  by 
estimation  three  acres  abutting  on  John  Bidwall  East,  against  Joseph  Mygatts  land  west  and  against 
James  Ensignes  land  North  and  Tho.  Spencer  Juner,  South.’’  [This  is  John  Merrill’s  first  land  entry.] 


£50-00-00 
29-12-04 

8-07-00 
£87-19-04” 

Widow  Sarah  is  now  73  years  old.  The  records 
are  all  silent  apparently  as  to  how  much  longer 
she  lived. 


1669,  Oct.  13.  Vol.  II,  p  519  G  C  Ptd:  John  .Meralls  is  one  of  the  67  freemen  on  the  census  list 
“on  ye  south  side,  Hartford.”  There  were  only  6  Mr’s  on  this  side  and  only  6  among  the  51  freemen  on 
the  North  side. 


1669/70,  Mch.  9.  V’ol.  XXI,  p  195  G  H  S:  John  Merrills  is  recorded  as  having  on  hand  3  bushels  of 
wheat,  5  bushels  of  corn  and  4  persons  in  his  family.  There  are  actually  five  persons,  but  probably  he 
did  not  count  the  baby  less  than  a  year  old,  since  he  was  not  a  grain  consumer  as  yet. 

1669/70,  Mch.  18.  P  291  Second  Gh  Hist  (1892):  "The  names  of  such  as  arc  added  to  the  Church 
and  received  to  full  comunion  -  since  our  settlement  in  a  distinct  state.”  John  Merolds  was  one  of  three 
to  be  received  this  date,  being  No.  71  on  the  Church  Roll.  His  wife  was  ahead  of  him,  she  appearing  on 
the  organization  roll  of  Feb’y  12th  previous,  but  here  she  was  only  on  the  covenant  list  while  “full 
comunion”  was  not  accepted  by  her  until  eight  years  later.  Just  when  he  was  elected  deacon  of  the 
Church  does  not  appear  though  he  is  named  sixth  in  the  list  of  deacons  in  the  Second  Church  Roll.  In 
the  space  of  42  years  from  now  till  death  it  may  be  a  fair  estimate  to  say  that  he  w-as  deacon  for  about 
the  latter  half  of  that  time. 

1674,  July  17.  Vol.  Ill,  pp  127-8  P  Ct:  Gregory  Wolterton  of  Hartford  makes  will  which  is  specially 
interesting  since  it  bears  the  same  date  as  is  recorded  for  his  death  on  his  tombstone.  This  sentence  in 
the  will  would  indicate  that  John  Merrill  was  as  some  say  his  adopted  son:  “And  moreover  I  give  unto 
John  Merrells,  and  his  heirs  forever,  booth  my  houseing  &  Tan  Yard  (all  that  I  leave  and  all  my  Land 
that  I  have  not  disposed  of),  whome  1  ordayne  and  appoint  Executor  to  this  my  last  Will  &  Testament.” 
The  next  year  John  Merrill  names  a  new-born  son  “Wolterton  Merrill.” 

1674,  Sept.  3,  Vol.  Ill,  p  143  C  C:  “Mr.  Samuel  Collins,  in  behalfe  of  the  Widow  Waller,  pretending 
to  make  clayme  to  the  Estate  of  Gregory  Winterton,  &  desireing  liberty  to  prosecute  the  same  the  2‘' 
Wednesday  in  November  next,  John  Merrells  engageth  not  to  alienate  the  Real  Estate  bequeathed  to 
him  by  the  s'*  Wolterton  till  the  sd  Court”  passes  on  the  claim. 

Note:  Winthrop  papers,  Vol.  I,  5th  Ser,  P  103;  letter  of  Elizabeth  Stone  to  Elizabeth  Winthrop: 
“Here  is  little  new'S  stiring,  but  Goodman  Wilterton  marrying  with  Goody  Ward  of  Hadley.  Dated, 
Hartford,  24““  October,  1670.” 

1674,  Nov.  Vol.  I,  p  590  Dist:  A  distribution  of  land  is  here  made  to  67  proprietors  of  Hartford.  It 
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is  “the  East  divission  of  Land  next  Farmington  bounds.  ’’  Each  lot  is  480  rods  long.  John  Merrills  draws 
lot  No.  55  which  is  14  rods  broad  and  contains  42  acres. 

1676/7,  Mch.  20.  Vol.  1,  p  47  L  R:  “Land  in  Hartford  belonging  to  John  Merrills  part  of  which  he 
received  by  Guift  From  Gregory  Wilterton  &  partly  by  purchase:  one  parcell  on  which  his  dwelling 
house  now  standeth  of  two  acres  abutting  on  the  highway  Lyeing  on  the  sowth  of  the  litle  river  on  the 
North,  &  on  the  highway  leading  from  James  Steele  to  the  sowth  meadow  on  the  Sowth,  on  Henr\'  Hay¬ 
wards  land  on  the  West,  &  on  Nath  Willett  &  Thomas  Bunce  on  the  east . One  parcell  now  in 

use  for  a  Tannyard  butting  on  litle  river  on  the  North.” 

Eleven  other  pieces  of  land  are  here  recorded,  the  last  record  being  Jan’y  26,  1692  3. 

1679/80,  Mch.  4.  Vol.  IV,  p  22  C  C:  “John  Merrills  p’lntf  contra:  Nath:  Hunn  defendent  in  an  action 
of  debt  due  by  Booke.  With  the  damage  to  the  value  of  Thirty  five  shillings.  In  this  action  the  Court 
doc  find  for  the  plntf:  Twenty  five  shillings  &  cost  of  Court.” 

1680,  Dec.  30.  Vol.  I,  p  164  T  V:  John  Merrills  was  elected  a  “fence  viewer  for  the  sowth  side;” 
same  again  on  Dec.  26,  1695,  fifteen  years  later. 

1683,  Sept.  4.  Vol.  IV,  p  156  C  C  :  John  Merrells  helps  to  appraise  the  inventory  of  the  Estate  of 
Andrew  Benton  of  £345'17'09.  On  Feb’y  24,  1684,  5  he  helps  on  inventory  of  Wm  Randall. 

1683/4,  Feb’y  11.  Vol.  I,  p  176  T  V:  John  Merrells  was  chosen  a  Townsmen  for  the  sowth  side  and 
made  report  of  his  stewardship  Jan’y  2,  1684  5.  Again  on  Dec.  27,  1694  he  was  so  chosen.  On  Dec.  19, 
1700  he  was  elected  to  the  equivalent  oflke  of  Selectman  -  one  of  five. 

1684,  Apl.  11.  Will  on  File,  filed  1712,  C  C  :  “In  the  Name  &  Fear  of  the  Eternal  God,  Father,  Son 

&  Holy  Spirit,  to  Him  Be  Given  all  Glory  now  and  for  ever  more,  Amen.  1  John  Merrells  of  Hartford, 
In  New  England,  Being  now,  through  the  Gratious  providence  of  God  towards  mce.  In  good  Health  of 
Body,  and  Having  the  Right  use  of  my  understanding  &  Reason,  thought  good  to  manifest  to  those 
persons  it  may  conserne  what  my  minde  and  will  is  conserning  the  dis|X)se  of  those  (things)  that  God 
hath  given  mee  liberty  to  dispose  off:  My  will  is  that  my  lovcing  wife  shold  Have  Half  my  Dwelling 
House  with  Half  my  Home  Lott  8d  the  priviledges  there  unto  Belonging  so  Long  as  shee  shall  Remain  a 
Widow;  and  if  shoe  [  ]  This  Estate  (  ]  to  my  Children  when  they  come  of  age  to  receive  Their 

portions.  And  if  it  so  Returne,  my  Will  is  that  my  wife  shold  Have  six  pounds  pr  year  out  of  my  Estate, 
to  Bee  payd  Hir  yearly  by  my  Children  during  Fler  Natural  Life.  Also  1  give  unto  my  sayd  wife  thirty 
pounds,  to  Bee  payd  out  of  my  moveable  Estate,  to  be  Hirs  for  Ever  and  at  her  owme  dispose. 

“Farther,  my  Will  is  that  the  Rest  of  my  Estate  Bee  disposed  of  as  is  Hereafter  expressed,  That  is  to 
say,  my  whole  Estate  undisposed  off  as  abovesaid  Being  Divided  into  so  many  parts  and  one  part  More 
than  I  shall  have  children  surviving  mee  at  my  Decease,  my  Will  is  That  my  daughter  Sarah,  Carrying 
well  to  Her  mother  and  pleaseing  Hir  In  matching,  shold  have  £5  more  than  equal  share  of  my  Estate 

“Also  my  will  is  [  ]  eldest  [  ]  Nathaniel  proceed,  And  Learn  the  Trade  off  a  Taner,  and  is  likely 

to  Improve  the  sayd  Trade  well,  that  Hee  the  sd  Nathaniel,  shall  Have  tw'oe  parts  of  my  Estate,  it  Being 
Divided  as  above  sayd.  Otherwise  my  Will  is  that  hee  shall  Have  But  an  Equal  share  with  the  Rest  of 
my  Children  that  shall  survive  mee,  the  whole  Estate  Being  Divided  into  Equal  parts  according  to  the 
Number  of  my  Children  surviving  mee.  Also  my  Will  is  that  my  sonn  Nathaniel  Attending  the  Condi¬ 
tions  abovesayd  so  that  he  Receives  a  Double  portion,  that  Hee  shall  have  Half  my  Homestead  &  half 
the  Tan  yard,  with  all  the  appurtenances  thereto  belonging,  as  part  of  His  portion.  Or  if  it  comes  to 
more  than  his  share  as  is  before  expressed,  that  Hee  shal  pay  so  much  to  the  Rest  of  my  Children  as  it 
Comes  to  more  than  His  part  of  my  Estate. 

“My  Will  is  that  iff  cither  of  my  other  sonns  will  Learn  my  trade  of  a  Taner  and  is  Likely  to  Im¬ 
prove  it  Well,  that  that  sonn  that  so  Does  shall  Have  the  other  Half  of  the  Tanyard  with  half  the  faB 
&  Houseing  and  other  Conveniences  thereunto  Belonging;  also  the  other  half  of  my  Homestead  which  is 
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Left  with  my  wife  During  her  Widdowhood,  or  shee  Resigning  it  upon  the  Conditions  above  sayd,  I  say 
that  that  son  shall  Have  that  Half  of  the  Homestead  after  his  Mother  (  ]  And  the  half  of  the  Tan- 

yard  1  (freely  give  to  that  sonn  that  shall  Learn  the  Trade  as  He  is  Likely  to  Improve  it  well  and  upon 
the  condition  above  expressed.  That  half  of  the  Tanyard  is  not  to  bee  putt  in  with  that  I  Call  my  Estate 
to  Bee  Divided  amongst  my  Childroji  surviving  mee  as  abovesayd. 

“Also  1  Give  to  the  Rest  of  my  Children  surviving  mee,  each  of  them,  an  equal  share  of  my  Estate 
divided  as  abovesayd. 

“Also  my  Will  is  that  None  of  my  Lands  nor  Tanyards  that  1  shall  Dye  possessed  off  shall  Bee  Allien- 
ated  to  any  other  Prson  that  is  not  of  my  postcritie  for  ever,  in  Case  any  of  the  same  {viz)  of  my  sonns 
will  purchase  of  those  who  are  minded  to  Dispose  of  their  parts,  and  Give  so  much  as  it  is  worth  at  the 
time  of  sale. 

“And  I  Doe  apoynt  &  Constitute  my  Loving  wife  Sarah  Merrells  to  Bee  my  Executri.x  to  this  my  Last 
Will  &  Testament,  and  my  Trusty  &  well  be  Loved  (friends,  and  Brethren  ensine  Nathaniell  Stanly  & 
Thomas  Bunce  and  John  Seamor  &  John  Watson  to  Bee  hclpfull  to  my  [  ]  Have  sett  to  [  ]  Hand 

this  11  day  of  Aprill,  1684. 

John  Merrells.” 

Signed  in  presence  off  us:  Steven  Hopkins 

Tho.mas  Olcott 

1689,  Dec.  19.  Vol.  I,  p  188  T  V:  John  Merrill  is  elected  to  the  oflke  of  Constable  for  Hartford,  one 
of  two,  an  office  demanding  courage  and  a  good  balance  of  understanding  as  between  liberty  and  law. 

1691,  Nov.  3.  Vol.  V,  p  34  C  C:  “Mr.  John  Davy  is  pln’iff  upon  a  repreive  for  1 1  cattell.  John  Mer- 
ill  defendant  for  not  Keeping  his  fence  in  repayre  &c.”  The  fence  viewers  report  the  fence  defective  and 
cost  of  Court  is  aw-arded  the  pln’t’f. 

1693,  Dec.  6.  P  63  Do:  John  Merrills  is  a  juror  at  Hartford.  He  served  likewise  in  April  and  Sept.,  1695 
and  in  April,  1696. 

1694/5,  Jan’y  1.  P  198  Do:  John  Merrills  helps  to  appraise  the  estate  of  John  Sadd,  tanner  of  Hart¬ 
ford,  £1,901-05-10;  and  in  the  next  three  years  he  helps  likewise  with  three  others. 

1695,  Nov.  11.  P  91  Do:  “John  Merrills  complaynes  of  Nathaniel  Merrills  “that  he  has  taken  some 
of  his  son  “Danll’s  Leather  &  disposed  of  it.”  The  Court  orders  30s  worth  returned  to  Daniell  and 
“one  side  of  soal  leather”  returned  to  John  Merrill  “&  fower  hides  of  curryed  Leather  more  to  Daniel” 
and  the  rest  to  Nathll  Merrills  again. 

1696/7,  Jan’y  14.  P  123  Do:  “Whereas  John  Merrills  SeiV  made  application  to  this  Court  concerning 
his  son  Nathaniell,  his  being  under  Great  indisposition  of  body  &  mind  not  capable  of  managing  his 
affairs,”  the  Court  makes  John  Merrills  Senr  conservator.  Nathaniel  w'as  now'  30  years  old. 

1697,  Apl.  6.  Vol.  I,  p  198  T  V:  “The  Town  Also  have  given  unto  John  Merrill  Sen'^  an  acre  of  wood 
Land  ajoyning  to  his  own  land  for  his  conveniency  to  Errect  an  House  &  barne.”  .... 

1700,  Sept.  5.  Vol.  VI,  p  145  C  C:  “John  Grave  of  Hartford  plantf  versus  John  Mirrold  Senr  of  the 
same  Hartford  by  Repleny  for  your  impounding  a  Certaine  Cow  belonging  to  the  said  plant  to  your 
answering  all  Just  damage.  The  plantf  withdrawes  his  Action.” 

1700/1,  Mch.  6.  P  162  Do:  John  Merill  Sen’r  brings  two  cases  of  “debt  by  book”  against  Glastonbury 
men  and  two  cases  of  same  against  Symsbury  men.  One  is  withdrawn  and  the  other  three  he  wins. 

1704,  Sept.  7.  Vol.  VII,  p  105  P  Ct:  On  this  date  John  Merrells  Sen’r  helped  to  appraise  the  inventory 
of  the  Estate  of  Thos.  Hill  Sen’r  (Joiner).  This  appears  to  be  his  last  active  public  probate  service. 

1707,  Sept.  2.  Vol.  VII,  p  20  C  C:  John  Merrells  sits  on  the  jury  of  the  County  Court  today. 

1710,  Feb’y  23.  Vol.  II,  p  80  L  R:  John  Merrell  Sen’r  “for  love  and  affection  for  son  Abram  Merrill 
of  Hartford”  now  gives  him  21  acres  in  the  West  Division  of  Hartford  against  Farmington  bounds. 
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1712,  May  18.  Vol.  I,  p  33  V  R:  “John  Mcrrells  SciV  dyed  May  18,  1712”  is  the  simple  way  his  death 
is  recorded  at  Hartford.  He  died  at  age  76  and  the  inventory  was  taken  soon  after,  but  the  record  is 
not  dated  and  states  that  death  was  July  6,  1712,  a  mistake  evidently.  Probate  makes  mistake  also  of 
placing  death  on  July  18,  1712. 

1712,  July  6.  Vol.  VIII,  p  143  P  Ct:  “An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  John  Merrell  SeiV  late  of  Hart¬ 
ford  deceased  July  6,  1712  taken  by  us  the  subscribers  hereunto; 


Imp.  In  money  in  his  purs  3s,  his  wearing  apparrell  £6'16'6,  2  bibles  12s,  abed  &  funiitiir  in  Parlor  £9 
In  hall  32/  pewter  at  3s  pr,  91  dito  at  2s  pr,  old  do  10s,  3  muskets  at  10s,  a  pr  stilliards 
Seven  other  lines  of  household  items 

In  Middle  Chamber  a  l->ed  &  furniture  £5,  2  blankets  lOs,  20  bushls  Indian  corn  -lOs,  old  Jack  2s 
2  pr  horse  chains,  a  ring  and  staple  20s,  a  pr  hames  &  2  shooks  2s,  a  plow  chain  4s,  shaw  &  wlter 
2  cows  6s  ■ 


£16-11-06 

OS-06-00 

21-12-06 


£46-10-00 

07-12-00 

18s, 

08-04-00 


half  of  3  three  year  olds  75s,  a  H  year  old  16s,  JiJ  a  yearling  7s,  2  oxen  £8-10s,  2  mares  £5,  H  a  mare 


colt  6s 


16-14-00 


li  of  5  swine  £4- 10s,  oats  10s,  wheat  Ss,  18  sheep  Os  Od.  20  harrow  thceth  10s,  more  old  iron  2s,  sheep  shears  12-08-00 
Five  other  lines  of  farm  items  .  ■  ■  •  •  •  21-16-03 


£68-14-03 


H  the  homestead  &  housing  50/,  5  acres  upland  butting  on  Jo.seph  Cooks’  land  40/,  2  acres  butting  on 
Isaac  Merrills  home  lolt  17/,  2  acres  butting  on  land  w'  >>  did  lately  belong  to  Marshall  Graves  8/  . 
2  acres  butting  on  Capl.  Richards  21/,  6’'2  acres  meadow  land  in  the  ssvamp  39/  .... 

8  acres  below  the  great  pasture  at  5/  pr,  SO  acres  in  W  est  Division  ( 3  whereof  not  cleared  at  20s  pr,  /  acres 
cleared  at  40s,  the  barn  and  1  acre  Land  16/  . 

14  the  lott  jno  and  Abram  Merrells  lives  on  25/,  the  lann  yard  and  land  adjoyning  &  buildings  50/ 

portmantlc  45,  musket  10s,  a  pr  new  hoops  10s,  &c . 

John  Shephard,  John  Skinner,  Thomas  Hosmer 
Some  Estate  gi\'en  by  Deeds: 

H  the  houseing  &  homestead  50£,  6  acres  of  upland  next  Barnabas  Hinsdells  24/  ...  • 

25  acres  West  Division  land  where  Jno  lives  21£,  10  acres  Wt  Division  near  old  Mill  15/  . 


115-00-00 

60-00-00 

143-00-00 

75-00-00 


£393-00-00 

02-04-00 


£511-08-08 

74-00-00 

36-00-00 


£110-00-00 

Total  £621-08-08” 


1712,  Nov.  13.  P  94  Do:  “This  Court  defers  a  resolution  relating  to  the  probate  of  the  last  will  and 
testament  of  Mr.  John  Merrells  until  the  1st  Monday  of  December  next.” 

1712,  Dec.  1.  P  100  Do;  “This  Court  appoint  Deacon  John  Sheppard  of  Hartford  to  Act  in  behalf 
of  Nathaniel  Merrill  of  Hartford,  (who  is  non  compos  mentis)  in  settling  the  Estate  of  his  late  Father 
John  Merrels.  Sarah  Merrills,  widow,  relict  of  Deacon  John  Merril,  who  is  nominated  and  appointed 
Executrix  appeared  now  in  Court  and  positively  refused  to  accept  that  Office  &  Trust.  This  Court  grant 
Administration  to  Sarah  Merrill  widow  &  Relict  and  Daniel  Merrill  son  of  the  Dec  d.  The  children 
named  below  appear  in  Court  and  present  an  agreement  which  is  allowed  and  approved. 

1712,  Dec.  1.  P  101  Do:  “This  Court  appoint  John  Merrells  and  Samuel  Kellogg  to  be  guardians  to 
Nathaniel  Merrells  of  Hartford,  eldest  son  of  Deacon  John  Merrells,  and  the  sd.  John  Merrells  and 
Samuel  Kellogg  recog.  £100.” 

1712,  Dec.  1.  P  142  Do;  “An  agreement  made  among  the  heirs  of  John  Merrells,  late  of  Hartford, 
deed.,  1  December,  1712:  Under  divers  Considerations  and  that  in  a  more  especiall  manner  to  maintain 
peace  and  Love  amongst  us  the  Brethren  as  it  is  the  Duty  of  all  Christians  and  in  Consideration  of  our 
Father  not  making  a  Will  at  his  decease  and  settling  his  Estate  on  each  Child  as  is  Common  in  Wills, 
Wee  do  now  all  agree  for  ourselves  respectively  and  our  heirs: 

“Imprimis:  That  our  father’s  estate  shall  be  all  brought  into  the  Inventory,  and  that  every  Child 
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shall  have  an  cquall  part  of  said  Estate,  oncly  our  Eldest  Brother  Nathaniel  shall  have  a  double  part 
or  share  with  the  Rest  of  the  Children. 

‘'2ndly.  We  do  also  agree  that  Jacob  Mcrrclls  shall  have  and  Enjoy  that  which  is  given  him  by  Deed 
of  guift  as  his  part  and  share  of  the  said  Estate,  and  no  more,  to  be  free  (excepting  our  Mother  her  thirds) 
from  all  Incumbrances. 

“3dly.  Wee  do  also  agree  that  our  Mother,  Sarah  .Mcrrclls  shall  have  the  thirds  of  the  Rest  of  the  whole 
estate  during  her  Natural  life. 

“4thly.  Wee  do  agree  that  those  of  the  Brethren  that  have  Deeds  of  guift  shall  have  Liberty  to  have 
and  to  hold  that  part  of  sd  Estate  so  given  them  as  part  of  their  portion. 

“5tly.  We  further  agree  that  the  double  part  or  portion  of  the  Estate  that  shall  be  distributed  or  set 
out  to  our  Brother  Nathaniel,  if  he  shall  live  to  spend  it,  or  come  to  the  right  use  of  his  reason,  to  dispose 
of  it  at  his  decease.  But  if  not  that,  then  his  part  of  sd  Estate  so  agreed  on  shall  be  divided  equally 
amongst  the  brethren  and  sisters.  In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals  the  day 


and  year  above  written. 

Witness:  He7:  Wyllys 

Sarah  X  Merrells,  LS. 

Daniel  Merrells,  LS. 

John  Hinks 

John  Shepherd,  LS., 

WiLTERTOx  Merrells,  LS. 

in  behalf  of 

John  Turner,  LS. 

Nathaniel  Merrells,  LS. 

Abell  Merrells,  LS. 

Samuel  Kellogg,  LS. 

Isaac  Merrells,  LS. 

John  Merrells,  LS. 

Jacob  Merrells,  LS.” 

Abraham  Merrells,  LS. 

1714,  June  7.  Vol.  IX,  p  9  P  Ct;  “Dist.  of  the  estate  of  Mr.  John  Merrels,  who  deceased  18  July, 
1712:  To  our  honoured  mother,  Sarah  Merrells,  to  half  the  dwelling  house  and  barn  with  the  home  lot 
adjoining,  to  be  her  own  to  dispose  to  her  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  £50-00-00 ;  to  moveable  estate,  £29- 
12-04;  to  be  paid  her  annually  during  life  for  her  third  of  lands,  £8-07-00;  to  Nathaniel  Merrells,  £104- 
07-00;  to  John  Merrells,  £52-06-06;  to  Abraham  Merrells,  £52-06-06;  to  Daniel  Merrells,  £52-06-06;  to 
Wiltcrton  Merrells,  £52-06-06;  to  Isaac  Merrells,  £52-06-06;  to  Abell  Merrells,  £52-06-06;  to  Samuel 
Kellogg,  £52-06-06;  to  John  Turner,  £52-06-06;  total,  £613-18-04.” 

Witness:  Daniel  Foote,  John  Cole. 

1754,  Feb’y  18.  Vol.  8,  pp  3-28  L  R:  Fifteen  grandchildren  or  grandnephews  by  the  name  of  Merrill 
participated  in  the  first  distribution  of  land  in  West  Hartford.  The  name  of  Merrill  is  in  the  list  of  town 
officers  and  on  the  gravestones  at  West  Hartford  more  commonly  than  any  other. 

CHILDREN 

(all  born  at  Hartford,  five  being  in  the  baptismal  record  of  the  Second  Church) 

1.  SARAHb.Sept.  19, 1664;m.Sept.22, 1687,Dea. Samuel  Kellogg;shed. a  Dec.,  1718, ae54  hed. a Mch.,  1717  8  ch 

They  lived  in  Hartford;  he  left  inv’y  of  £895-01-00;  she  left  in%'’y  of  £167-12-09. 

2.  NATHANIEL  b.  Jan’y  15,  1666,  7;  he  d.  a  April,  1725,  a;  58 

He  was  “non  compos  mentis”.  Resided  in  Hartford.  Did  not  marry.  Inv’y,  £190-19-00. 

3.  SEFvGT.  JOHN  b.  Apl.  7,  1669;  m.  Sept.  29,  1694,  Sarah  Marsh;  he  d.  a  May,  1748,  x  79  she  d.  9  ch 

They  settled  in  New  Hartford,  Conn. 

4.  DEA.  ABRAHAM  b.  Dec.  21,  1670;  m.  Apl.  16,  1699,  Prudence  Kellogg;  he  d.  a  Nov.,  1747,  x  77  she  d.  7  ch 

They  lived  in  Hartford;  he  No.  178  &  she  No.  179  on  2‘i  Church  roll. 

5.  DEA.  DANIEL  b.  June  15,  1673;  m  (1)  Jan’y  18,  1697  8,  Susannah  Pratt;  he  d.  a  July,  1750,  se  77  shed.  12  ch 

He  is  No.  208  and  she  No.  209  on  2^  Church  Roll,  Hartford.  They  settled  in  New  Hartford.  He  m  (2)  Feb’y 

17,  1736/7,  Mind  well  King.  His  inv’y  was  £10,698-07-00. 

6.  WOLTERTON  b.  June  28,  1675;  m  (1)  Jan’y  1,  1702,  Ruth  Pratt;  he  d.  a  Dec.,  1730,  se  55  shed.  3  ch 

He  was  No.  212  and  she  No.  242  on  Second  Church  Roll.  He  m  (2j  Hannah  Waters,  who  on  Jan’y  5,  1730/1 

was  appointed  guardian  to  his  tliree  children. 
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7.  SUSANNAH  b.  May  20,  1677;  m.  1604,  John  Turner  (see  below) 

8.  ABEL  b.  Jan’y  25,  1679  80;  m.  Mch.  5,  1711,  Mabel  Easton 

9.  LT.  ISAAC  b.  Mch.  11,  16S1 ,2;  m.  May  22,  1706,  Sarah  Cook;  he  d.  a  Nov.,  1742,  x  60  she  d. 

He  is  No.  201  in  Second  Church  Roll.  Was  Lieut,  of  trainband  in  West  Division,  Hartford.  His  inv'y,  £981-18-09. 

10.  JACOB  b.  Mch.  27,  1686;  m.  May  10.  1710,  Abigail  Webster;  he  d.  a  Apl.,  1725,  ac  39  shed. 

They  lived  in  Hartford.  He  is  No.  210  on  Second  Church  Roll;  she  is  No.  207. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

John  Turner  b.  1669  m.  Susannah  Merrill  b.  1677 
Thomas  Richards  b.  1694  m.  Abigail  Turner  b.  1697 

Dea.  John  Richards  b.  1730  m.  Mary  French  b. - 

Amos  Richards  b.  1759  m.  Lydia  Lewis  b.  1763 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Hcnr>'  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 


CM  YJIMAHJJI^l>iaM3HT  ' 

haA  (wabd  an)  tsmuT  nr<o(.  ,^1  .m  :Trdl  ,QC  ycM  .d  HA11V1A2U2  S 

-  .  jfc.C  noiHaS  bd«M  .1 ITI  ,t  riaM  jn  .M  x*rwl  jd  J3aA  ^ 

^wt«  0»s^fti  ..voids. bad ;)liMDrtiiiaE^|  ^X«MjniC\iedt  .11  jhM  dDAABl  .TJ 
Q04M8ei,x'vnlMH  .lnainsH.fio(ar/<]  mW  aibnsdrasTj  lo.tinUssW  JloiliintsObnoosgid  IOC  «MsiaH 

.bads  K  •,(£TI  ,  IqA  s  J>  ad  :m>daW  Hs^MA  .OITI  .01  X*M  4n  ;d82tf  .Tt -ihM  .daOOA(  .01 

.TOC  .oM  si  adt  ;lloJl  riausO  bnoaag  no  OIC  cdi  d  sH  .biolnsH  ni  bervjl  xvfT 

TH3D2aaH03WIJ 

s 

TTdf  .d  nh»M  riorniEUiS  .m  .d  i:>moT  tirib^ 

VWI  .d  nmoT  liR^idA  .m  .d  etnodbiJT  ^l;nflodT 

- .d  HananiT  yisM  .di  OtTi  d  nflo(.  .asQ 

MTf  .d  rivri-l  idir{J  m  WTI  .d  ctnorhlfl  aomA 
i8T1  .d  sbiijiiat^  vTfiM  jn  PTTl  d  oriSf  nomls2 
?oei  A  on3  anifentH  jn  TD6I  .d  aJJaMad  IbuQ  uixO 
►Wl  xl  nombnA  laaajriBJd  .m-Wdl  .d  nnagii  xnwH  ^lahaban^ 


”•  IS '. 

- 


< 


V 


>  —I  kfb 

,  o  .  ■>  sd 


*  .  t  i  ] 

*>>%  •  *  ' 


'  v’'  !! 


_  .4; 


f 

■  ^ 

’■=aj*~-S 


•  »■  /•*•!  Ml 

-  sSi'*  JsA  #•%  ...  »4»  # 

t«  \  bXiSH  «*-^a  «  ■  t*<fT  •.  •  ' 

4  iMf  tMir«A  «Ja}  '  b  ^ 
••IdMIi  O  |o«* 


THE  MOORE  FAMILY 


DEA.  &  SERGT.  ISAAC  MOORE  b.  1622  - 


RUTH  STANLEY 
b.  1629 

d.  May  26,  1691 

X  62 


m  (1)  Dec.  5,  1645 
Ruth  Stanley 
m  (2)  after  1691 
Widow  Dorothy  Smith 
Blakcman  Hall  Sension 
he  d.  a  1706,  a:  a  84 


1629.  Ruth  Stanley  was  born  in  England,  prob' 
ably  in  Kent  County,  about  this  time.  Her  de¬ 
position  of  16S5,  which  states  age  at  56  confirms 
this  date.  She  lost  her  mother  through  death  when 
she  was  one  or  two  years  old  and  then  her  step¬ 
mother  and  her  father  when  less  than  five  years 
old.  Her  father,  in  fact,  died  during  the  passage 
from  England  and  was  buried  at  sea  in  April  or 
May,  1634.  On  arrival  in  Boston,  her  uncles 
Thomas  and  Timothy  Stanley,  with  their  families, 
and  Ruth  and  her  brother  John,  repaired  to  New¬ 
town,  Mass.,  where  the  children’s  cases  came  into 
court  some  nine  months  later  as  follows: 

1634/5,  Mch.  3.  Vol.  I,  p  134  M  B  C:  ‘‘Att  a 
court  holden  at  New  Towne,  Also,  it  is  further 
ordered,  with  the  consent  of  Timothy  Stanley 
another  brother  of  the  afores’d  John  Stanley, 
des’d,  that  the  other  lviii£  of  the  afores’d  estate 
shall  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  said  Timothy 
Stanley,  in  consideracon  whereof  the  said  Tim¬ 
othy  shall  educate  and  bring  upp  Rueth  Stanley, 
daughter  of  the  afores’d  John  Stanley,  disc’d, 
findeing  her  mcate,  drinke  and  app’ell,  till  she 
shall  attaine  the  age  of  one  and  twenty  yeares; 
&  att  the  end  of  the  said  tearme,  or  att  the  day  of 
her  marriage,  with  Timothy  Stanley’s  consent, 
shall  give  unto  the  sd  Ruth  Stanley  the  sume  of 
thirty  pounds;  provided  if  eyther  of  the  said  chil¬ 
dren  shall  dye  before  the  cxpiracon  of  the  said 
tearmes,  then  the  party  whoe  kept  the  said  childe 
shall  stand  to  the  order  of  the  Court  for  payeing 
soe  much  to  the  surveving  childe  as  the  Court 
shall  appoynt.” 

1636,  June  1.  Vol.  I,  p  453  Palfrey:  Ruth  is 
now  seven  years  old  and  no  doubt  she  welcomed 


1635,  Apl.  15.  P  65  Hotten:  “Isack  more,”  a 
youth  of  thirteen  years,  is  a  passenger  on  the 
Increase,  sailing  from  London  for  Boston.  Author¬ 
ities  concede  this  youth  to  be  the  Isaac  Moore  who 
later  appeared  in  Hartford  and  then  as  Deacon 
Moore  in  Farmington.  Nothing  seems  to  have 
come  to  light  as  to  his  whereabouts  during  the  ten 
years  following  his  arrival  in  Boston;  but  this  may 
be  ascribed  to  his  youth  and  it  is  evident  that  he 
behaved  himself  well  and  made  himself  worthy  of 
the  bride  who  was  the  first  to  bring  him  into  the 
light  in  America.  The  record  of  the  marriage  fol¬ 
lowing  is  the  first  New  World  entry  of  him  so  far 
as  known.  No  record  has  appeared  cither  con¬ 
cerning  his  English  home  or  ancestors. 

1645,  Dec.  5.  Vol.  I,  P  22  L  R,  Hartford:  "  Isack 
More  was  maryed  unto  Ruth  Standla  the  fifth  of 
desem:  one  Thousaind  Six  hundreth  forty  &  five.” 
It  is  probable  that  even  before  this  time  Isaac  had 
begun  his  settlement  at  Farmington,  for  Rev. 
W.  S.  Porter  names  him  among  the  twenty  original 
proprietors  of  Farmington  who  were  also  settlers. 
It  was  a  great  loss  to  Farmington  when  the  first 
book  of  Town  Minutes  was  burned  up  for  in  it  was 
contained  the  very  life-work  of  these  first  settlers. 
In  the  earliest  years  therefore  we  cannot  tell  what 
local  offices  Isaac  Moore  held;  but  we  may  be  sure 
that  he  bore  his  full  share  of  the  public  burden. 
At  Norwalk  he  was  representative  to  the  General 
Court,  while  the  later  forty  odd  years  of  life  in 
Famiington,  enriched  with  the  title  of  deacon, 
were  full  of  the  activities  which  surround  the 
struggling  church  and  town. 

1649,  May  17.  Vol.  I,  p  194  G  C:  “William 
Lewis  and  Isack  More  are  presented  for  Sergeants 
by  the  Deputyes  of  Farmington,  as  chosen  by  the 
souldgers:  and  are  approved  by  the  Courte  and 
are  to  call  forth  and  traine  the  souldgers  at  the 
dayes  appoynted.” 

1650,  Apl.  9.  Vol.  1,  p  3  L  R,  Farmington: 
Isaac  Moore  is  a  witness  with  our  Stephen  Hart, 
Thomas  Thompson,  and  others,  to  the  first  agree- 
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quite  as  much  as  her  elders  the  overland  trip 
fathered  by  Thomas  Hooker  which  now  begins 
from  Cambridge  to  Hartford,  Connecticut.  As 
Stuart  puts  it;  “And  so,  on  they  came,  the  weary 
riding  in  wagons,  the  sick,  as  was  Mrs.  Hooker, 
borne  on  litters,  the  rest  trudging  resolutely  on 
foot.  On  they  came,  these  pioneers  of  the  olden 
time,  vocalizing  the  woods  with  the  triple  melody 
of  their  voices  and  axes  and  guns;  the  turf  literally 
their  ‘fragrant  shrine;  God’s  arch,’  literally  their 
‘temple,’  till  about  the  middle  of  the  'soft  leafy 
month’  of  June,  they  stood  on  the  banks  of  that 
river 

....  ‘the  sweetest  of  the  chain 
That  links  the  mountain  to  the  main.’ 

the  fair,  the  noble,  the  glorious  Connecticut.” 

1645,  Dec.  5.  Another  happy  day  for  Ruth,  now 
sixteen,  but  yet  her  wedding  day.  It  was  doubly 
sealed  by  the  marriage  of  her  only  brother  John 
on  the  same  day.  He  took  Sarah  Scott,  daughter 
of  our  Thomas  Scott.  They  made  a  charming 
quartette,  who  can  doubt  it? 

1674,  July  17.  Vol.  Ill,  p  127  C  C:  Gregory 
Wolterton  of  Hartford,  prominent  tanner,  makes 
this  bequest  in  his  will:  “Also  unto  hanna  poorter 
&  the  wife  of  Isaac  Moore  of  fannington,  twenty 
shillings.” 

1685,  Sept.  2.  Vol.  IV,  No.  272  P  C:  “The 
testimonie  of  Ruth  More,  aged  56  years,  is  as  fol- 
loweth:  that  when  Marshall  Gillbert  was  hear  at 
farmington  to  lay  out  Sansetoes  &  peniroots  Land 
to  my  husband:  then  charry  Indian  was  hear  at 
our  hous  with  the  marshall  discoursing  with  him 
about  that  Land  of  Sansetoes  and  peniroots  and 
he  gave  the  marshall  directions  about  the  Land 
and  charry  Hath  com  often  times  to  our  hous 
since  and  did  pretend  than  that  he  was  my  hus¬ 
bands  great  friend  because  he  had  helped  him  to 
Sansetoes  and  peniroots  Land  and  Sanseto  himself 
has  been  at  our  house  oftentimes  and  since  and  his 
constant  say  is  that  my  husband  has  two  acors  of 
his  land  in  the  indian  neck. 

“Sarah  Loues  testifieth  to  the  partickulars 
above  mentioned.  Ruth  Mor,  Sarah  lewis” 

1691,  May  26.  Vol.  I,  p  A  rear  L  R,  Farming- 
ton:  “Ruth  More  ye  wife  of  Isak  More  Departed 
ys  Life  ye  26  May,  1691.”  She  reached  the  age  of 
62  and  had  had  much  experience  for  her  times. 


ment  with  the  Indians  “to  make  no  quarrel.  ”  The 
title  to  it  is  as  follows:  “A  discovery  in  Righting 
of  sutch  agrements  as  were  tnade  by  the  Majes- 
trates  with  the  Indians  of  tunckscs  concerning  the 
Land  &  sutch  things  in  Reference  thereunto  as 
tend  to  setle  peace  In  a  way  of  truth  and  Right¬ 
eousness  betwixt  the  Inglish  &  them.”  Then  fol¬ 
lows  six  paragraphs  on  peace.  Gov.  John  Haynes 
signs  for  the  Majistrates  and  pethus  and  Ahamo 
sign  for  the  Indians.  It  is  related  that  this  Fami- 
ington  treaty,  so  far  as  war  is  concerned  at  least, 
was  never  broken.  Justice  was  religiously  guarded 
for  the  red  men  in  all  controversies,  this  being 
safeguarded  by  a  true  democratic  union  which 
invited  the  Indians  into  their  Sabbath  schools, 
sharing  with  them  the  way  of  life.  This  was  prob¬ 
ably  the  first  Indian  Sabbath  School  in  America. 
We  have  little  doubt  but  that  our  deacon’s  wife 
Ruth  was  one  of  the  “white  squaws”  which  the 
Indians  afTectionately  called  their  Sunday-school 
teachers. 

1651.  Isaac  is  now  29  and  Ruth  is  22.  The 
courage  and  confidence  of  youth  is  a  constant 
wonder  to  the  wisdom  of  age.  Why  they  should 
pick  up  now  from  the  virgin  fields  of  Farmington 
to  try  yet  other  virgin  fields  at  Norwalk  is  hard  to 
see;  but  they  had  a  reason  of  course  and  they  did 
it  -  they  moved  this  year  to  Norwalk  on  Con¬ 
necticut’s  shore,  with  the  first  settlers  of  that  new 
town.  One  daughter  Ruth  was  baptised  there  be¬ 
fore  they  returned  to  Farmington.  Following  is 
the  Indian  deed  of  purchase  of  the  Norwalk  plan¬ 
tation  in  which  he  figures. 

1651/2,  Feb’y  15.  P  35  Norwalk  Hist  (1847): 
“This  Indenture  made  the  15th  of  February  1651, 
Between  Runckinheage,  Piamikin,  and  Magise 
and  Towntom, ”  and  12  other  Indians,  “of  the 
one  Partie,  and  Richard  Web,  Nathaniel  Fli, 
Matthew  Marven  sen’r,  Nathaniel  Richards, 
Isacke  More,  Matthew  Marven  Junior,”  and  8 
other  “Planters  of  Norwalke,  for  the  use  and  be- 
halfe  of  said  Town,  Witnesseth,  that  said  Ruckin- 

heage . Have,  and  in  consideration  of 

Thirtie  Fatham  of  Wampum,  Tenn  Kettles,  Fif¬ 
teen  Coates,  Tenn  payr  of  Stockings,  Tenn  Knifes, 
Tenn  Hookes,  Twenty  pipes,  Tenn  Muckes,  Tenn 
needles,  &c.,  to  them  in  hand  payd  ....  do 
sell  all  their  lands  called  Runckinheage,  Rooaton 
or  whatsoever  called”  ....  Soon  after  this 
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BASSE  I'T  GENEALOGY 


An  orphan  at  one  or  tv/o;  a  step-mother;  a  double 
orphan  on  sea-voyage  at  five;  resident  of  England, 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  before  marriage 
at  sixteen;  resident  of  Hartford,  Farmington, 
Norwalk  and  Farmington  again,  in  all  of  which 
towns  she  was  a  pioneer  -  so  did  she  win  her  crown. 


hieway,  west  the  coafe  (cove)  bancke,  north  george 
(This  was  sold  to  Mark  Sention  in  1660.) 


purchase  the  Land  Records  were  started  but  the 
first  records  bear  no  date.  Here  is  the  home-lot 
and  the  land  with  which  Isaac  Moore  started; 

No  date.  Vol.  I,  p  9  L  R:  “Granted  by  the 
plantation  of  Norwalke  unto  Isacke  Mores  as  fol- 
loweth:  hnprwus  one  homelott  contcininge  4 
akers  more  or  less  bounded  est  with  the  Towne 
)bots  homelott,  south  nathl  Richards  homelott.’’ 


“Allso  one  pcell  of  upland  in  the  planting  field  called  the  necke  in  pine  hill  di\ision  containingt  3  akers 
3  roods  ....  allso  one  pcell  of  upland  in  the  planting  field  of  5  ackers  ....  allso  one  pcell  of 
upland  in  Soakatucke  plaine  division  of  5  ackers  ....  allso  one  pcell  of  upland  in  fruit  full  springe 
division  of  5  ackers  ....  allso  one  pcell  of  upland  in  coafe  division  of  3  aker  3  roodes  ....  allso 
2  pcells  of  meadowingc  in  best  division,  1  aker  2  roodes  ....  allso  1  pcell  of  meadowinge  on  the  other 
side  of  3  akers  ....  allso  1  pcell  of  meadowinge  in  the  sake  marsh,  2  akers  ....  allso  1  pcell  of 
meadowinge  in  oat  meadow,  2  akers  ....  allso  1  pcell  of  meadowinge  called  boggie  meadow,  5 


1654,  Apl.  11.  Vol.  I,  p  3  T  V:  Following  the  town  meeting  of  this  date  there  is  listed;  “The  Estate 
of  lands  and  accommodations  of  the  Towne  it  resides  in  the  handes  of  as  followeth.’’  Thirty  one  proprie¬ 
tors  in  this  list  add  up  to  “Summ  total  of  £5,475-00.”  Among  them  are  “Isacke  More  £252-00;  Math 
Marvin  sen  £279-00;  Math  Marvin  Jr  £139-10.”  Isaac  Moore’s  estate  is  eighth  in  size,  the  highest  one 

being  £314. 

1654,  Apl.  13.  P  4  Do;  “At  a  meten  helde  by  the  inhabitants  of  Norwalke  on  the  13  April  1654,  when 
they  inaid  choyce  of  Mr.  Fitch  and  Goodman  Moore  to  be  townsmen  for  the  insuen  yere.” 

1654,  Anno.  P  11  Do;  “What  is  due  to  those  that  Kept  the  dry  heard  more  than  their  proportion  and 
from  home;”  Twenty  six  names  are  here  recorded,  among  them;  “  Isacke  More,  Is  6d.” 

1655/6,  Jan’y  3.  P  12  Do;  Ear  mark  as  recorded  following  the  record  of  this  town  meeting;  “Isake 
more,  a  pieice  cutt  out  of  the  under  side  of  the  oft  earc  and  a  pieicc  cutt  out  of  the  upper  side  of  the  same 

eare.” 

1655/6,  Mch.  20.  P  16  Do;  Here  appears  “A  list  of  the  names  of  those  inhabitants  that  are  to  appeare 
at  Towne  meeitinges.”  Thirty  one  names  are  listed,  Isacke  More  being  eighth  in  order. 

1656,  May.  Vol.  11,  p  86  G  G;  “  In  the  action  betwene  Robert  Reeve  pit  and  Isack  Moore  defendt  for 
£50  damage  for  debt  the  jury  findes  for  the  pit  Gosts  of  Gourte.” 

1656,  Sept.  30.  Vol.  Ill,  p  18  G  G;  Isack  Moore  sues  James  Steele  for  possession  of  the  following  receipt 
in  the  County  Court  of  June  2,  1664;  “I  William  Payne  have  accepted  of  the  value  In  Beife  &  porck  of 
Richard  Fellowes  of  £17,  which  I  have  axcepted  of  for  the  acet.  of  Isack  More  of  Norwalke,  this  30  of 

September  1656.” 

1656/7  Jan’y  1.  Vol.  I,  p  18  T  V;  “The  division  of  the  fence  for  the  plantinge  ....  come  feild, 
to  every  man  his  p’portion  as  now.”  Isacke  More  appears  under  “The  100  Lott”  division  with  25  rods 

9  feet. 

1656/7,  Jan’y  1.  P  28  Do;  “The  beste  division  of  meadowinge  of  the  other  side  of  the  River  beginninge 
and  endinge  as  was  ordered  by  the  Towne  with  the  proportion  what  belonges  to  every  allottment  is  as 
followeth;  Isacke  More,  2  ackers  o  roods  7  poles  6  feet.” 

1656/7,  Jan’y  3.  P  29  Do;  “At  a  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Norwalke  it  was  agreed  &  voted  that 
there  shall  be  a  meeting  house  built  by  the  joint  concurrence  of  the  inhabitants,  30  foot  in  length  &  18 
foot  in  bredth  to  be  set  on  posts  in  the  ground  12  foot  in  length”  ....  Forty  eight  days  work  are 
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called  for  and  "the  two  townsmen  math  Marvin  seni  and  Isacke  More  weare,  are,  voted,  ordered  and 
desired  to  undertake  servey  and  order  the  caryinf^  one  the  saide  worke  about  the  saied  meeting  howse.’’ 

1656  7,  Feb’y  5.  P  23  Do:  At  Town  meeting  it  was  voted  that  "John  Reskoe  and  george  Abbott  cart 
400  clapp  bords  to  the  meeting  house  at  2d  p  hdred  and  Thomas  Filch  and  Isocke  more  to  cart  SOO'^  at 
the  same  price  provided  what  Lyeth  at  the  farthest  [''lace  the  saide  Tho  Fitch  and  Isacke  more  is  to  have 
2d  6*  p  hudred,  and  the  saied  carts  arc  to  go  at  the  next  opportunitie.” 

1657,  May  21.  P  27  Do:  Isack  Moore  is  elected  deputy  for  Norwalk  to  the  General  Court  at  Hartford. 
Norwalk  was  clear  beyond  New  1  laven  on  the  shore  but  yet  it  was  controlled  by  the  Court  at  Hartford. 
He  is  recorded  at  Court  as  being  present  at  the  sessions  of  Oct.  1,  1657  and  .March  24,  1657  8. 

1657,  July  12.  P  30  Do:  "At  a  Towne  mectinge  voted  and  agreed  that  Nath  Eli  Math  Marvin 
Sen  and  Sam"  Hales,  Iscke  More  should  with  all  speeide  provide  hclpe  and  raise  the  meetingc  howse 
frame,  and  should  provide  a  dinner  with  a  barrell  of  good  bcens  for  the  helpcs  and  all  at  the  Towne 
charges.’’ 

1657,  Sept.  16.  P  32  Do:  At  a  town  meeting  "it  was  agreed  allso  and  voted  that  Nath'  Eli  Isacke  more 
and  Robt  Bcacham  shall  goc  with  all  convenient  speeide  and  stake  out  theese  pcells  of  meadowinge  of 
the  other  side  of  the  River  w'hich  weare  appoynted  to  be  draned’’  .... 

1657/8,  Feb’y  10.  \'ol.  I,  p  39  T  V:  A  Rate  of  240  10s  &  lOd  is  made  to  cover  cost  of  "  1200  clappbords 
and  the  cartinge  of  them  home’’.  The  list  of  "towne  debts’’  on  this  account  is  shown.  There  is  due  to 
Isack  Miore  Ol-ls-Sd  for  which  he  is  to  receive:  "Of  Richd  Olmsted  4s'7d;  of  Markc  Sention  4s'4d;  of 
Math  Sention  Seni  6s'9d;  of  Will  Recide  3s'0d;  of  John  Griggorie  Is-Od;  of  Tho  Hales  IS'Od.” 

1657/  8,  March  5.  P  39  Do:  "At  the  saidd  mectinge  Isacke  More,  Matth  Sention,  Mark  Sention,  Ed 
Nash,  with  consent  of  the  Towne,  have  undertaken  to  make  and  provide  a  good  and  sufficient  wolfe-pitt 
upon  the  other  side  in  some  convenient  place  and  that  within  fourctcen  dayes.’’  In  Sept.,  1659  citizens 
were  allow'cd  10s  for  every  wolfe  killed. 

1658,  Apl.  22.  P  26  Do:  At  a  town  meeting  it  was  "voted  and  ordered  that  the  seaven  men  here  under 
written  are  authorized  and  impowred  by  these  psents  to  weighe  well  and  seriously  to  consider  about  the 
Land  in  diference  betw'eene  faierfeild  and  the  Towne  ....  prosecutinge  the  sute.”  ....  Isacke 
More  is  one  of  the  seven. 

1659,  Oct.  19.  P  40  Do:  At  a  town  meeting  it  was  "agred  yt  Mr.  Fitch  and  Isacke  more  arc  electted 
to  perfect  ye  ratte  concerninge  ye  charges  off  ye  towne  Due  In  ye  yer  58.” 

1659/60,  Jan’y  16.  P  44  Do:  "Att  a  towne  mcating,  thear  w'as  chosen  five  men  to  execut  the  librty 
granted  by  the  coort  for  the  ordring  of  fenses  and  trying  of  aktions  alowed  by  the  ....  and  the  men 
chosen  are  Mathew  Canfield,  Nathanell  Richards,  Richard  Omsteed,  Isake  Moore  and  John  Grigory.” 

1660,  Mch.  30.  P  46  Do:  "Att  a  metting  ....  the  peece  of  marsh  att  the  rer  of  Isacke  Mores  horn 
lott  was  by  consent  of  ye  towne  given  to  Thomas  ward.”  This  year  1660  w’as  a  potent  one  in  England,  as 
it  was  for  the  Colonies,  for  the  Protectorate  Government  of  the  Cromwells  comes  to  an  end  and  the 
Stuarts  regain  the  Crown.  Charles  II  was  made  King  but  he  was  not  much  of  an  improvement  on  his 
father  whom  the  Cromwelleans  had  beheaded  for  his  crimes. 

1660/1,  Feb’y  25.  Vol.  I,  p  35  L  R,  Norwalk:  "Know  all  men  by  thesse  p’ents  that  I  Isacke  More  of 
Norwake  ....  doc  Bargaine  sell  and  make  over  unto  Marke  Sension  of  Norwake  ....  all  my 
now  dwellinge  howse,  Barnes  and  other  buildings  with  orchards  ....  and  other  lands  as  well  .... 
with  all  Rights  Titles  claims  ....  which  is  in  consideration  of  a  Bill  of  payment  made  by  the  saved 
Marke  Sension,  all  which  outland  1  doe  forthwith  deliver  up,  and  doe  incage  to  deliver  the  house  and  barne 
and  buildinges  .  .  .  .  at  or  before  the  10th  day  of  May  next  ....  in  witness  ....  my  hand 
and  seale  the  25th  of  February  Anno  Domini  1660.”  It  was  probably  soon  after  this  sale,  and  before 
planting  time  that  the  family  returned  to  Farmington  after  having  spent  some  ten  years  in  Norwalk. 
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Some  inducement  that  we  know  nothing  of  prevailed  to  prompt  this  second  move.  Nobody  knows  how 
long  it  was  after  this  return  when  Isaac  Moore  was  elected  Deacon  of  the  Farmington  Church.  The 
records  of  the  Church  do  not  show  the  facts  as  to  time.  The  General  Court  entry  of  1665  below  would 
indicate  that  he  was  giving  up  fonner  military  activity  and  was  now  perhaps  giving  more  serious  thought 
to  religious  affairs.  It  was  an  unusual  thing  in  this  ancient  day  to  find  men  excused  from  training  at  such 
early  age  as  43.  Important  prior  military  service  was  sufficient  cause  apparently. 

1663/4,  Mch.  3.  \'ol.  Ill,  p  12  C  C:  "David  Ensign  plntf  contra  Isack  More  defndt:  In  an  action  of 
the  case  for  forfeiture  of  his  Bond  to  the  damage  of  one  Hundred  pounds.” 

1663, '4,  Mch.  3.  P  13  Do:  "Isack  More  shall  pay  unto  David  Ensigne,  the  sume  of  fifteen  jxiunds, 
seven  pounds  tenn  to  be  payd  betwixt  this  and  the  first  of  May,  and  seven  pounds  tenn  to  Be  paydwth 
in  a  Moneth  after  Elizabeth  Moores  marriage,  both  payments  to  be  made  in  Current  countrey  paye,  & 
each  person  to  Beare  theire  one  charge  in  all  former  prosecutions,  &.  all  their  papers  to  be  burnt  &  this 
to  be  a  finall  Issue  of  these  matters.”  Elizabeth  Moore,  the  Deacon’s  daughter,  is  we  figure  about  seven¬ 
teen  or  eighteen  years  old.  Why  she  enters  into  the  case  or  just  what  it  is  all  about  is  perhaps  all  "burnt” 
up  to  the  advantage  of  all. 

1665,  Apl.  20.  Vol.  I,  p  205  G  C:  "This  Court  frees  Isack  More  from  traineing  he  haveing  formerly 
bin  chief  officer  of  the  Traine  Band  of  Farmington.” 

1665,  Oct.  10.  Vol.  Ill,  p  42  C  C:  Isack  Moore  is  on  the  County  Court  jury.  He  serves  also  just  one 
week  later;  and  again  eleven  years  later  on  Sept.  7,  1676.  Then  on  Nov.  5,  1690,  and  when  76,  on  Sept.  1, 
1698. 

1668,  June  ye  23.  Vol.  I,  p  25  L  R,  Farmington:  "Lands  in  ffarmingtown  Belonging  to  Issack  Moore 
....  which  he  bought  of  Edward  Stebing:  Viz  one  psell  on  which  his  dwelling  hows  now  standeth 
with  barnes  or  other  outhouses,  yards  gardens  or  orchards  Thereon  being  containing  by  estimation  one 
acre  as  allso  a  small  psell  of  land  with  a  spring  of  water  therein  abutting  on  ye  common  high  way  west 
&  on  Stephen  hart’s  junior  south  &.  on  mahon  woodruff’s  Land  iNorth  and  on  John  Stanlys  Lands  East.” 
Also,  "one  psell  of  woodland  containing  5  acres  ....  one  psell  in  ye  Great  meadow  containing  40 
&  5  acres  abutting  on  ye  River  ....  one  psell  lying  in  ye  Slipe  containing  6  acres  on  Gommon  Land 
West  ....  one  psell  lying  in  Lower  meadow  containing  10  acres  ....  one  pcell  woodland  con¬ 
taining  5  acres  in  exchange  ....  one  pcell  bought  of  Thomas  Hart  of  6  acres  ....  one  pcell  on 
Indian  neck  obtained  by  Judgment  of  Gourt  of  2  acres  and  41  rods.” 

1669,  Apl.  25.  Vol.  I,  p  13  G  R:  The  following  record  was  given  to  the  minister  sometime  after  Phebe 
was  born.  Note  that  they  are  all  girls.  No  boys  were  left  to  transmit  his  name  to  posterity.  The  oldest 
girl  Elizabeth  was  married  and  so  is  not  given  below.  In  the  index  these  are  classed  as  coming  in  under 
the  half-way  covenant. 

“BROTHER  MOORE’S  GHILDREN 

Ruth  Moore,  was  born  January  5,  1656  -  baptized  at  Norwalk 
Sarah  Moore,  Born  February  12,  1661  -  baptized  at  Farmington 
Mary  Moore,  born  September  15,  1664  -  baptized  at  Farmington 
Phebe  Moore,  born  April  25,  1669  -  baptized  at  Farmington.” 

1669,  Oct.  12.  Vol.  II,  p  520  G  G,  Ptd:  Among  "the  names  of  the  freemen  of  Farmintowne,”  filed  with 
the  General  Gourt,  is  that  of  Isaac  .More.  Of  the  forty  two  names  on  the  Farmington  list  eight  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  Isaac  Moore  are  direct  ancestors. 

1669/70,  Mch.  3.  Vol.  Ill,  p  96  G  G:  "These  Gonstables  were  sworne:  Isack  More  of  Farmington,” 
among  others. 

1670/71,  July  18.  Vol.  I,  p  17  T  V:  "Land  in  the  Swamp  lyinge  one  the  branches  of  Mattebasesit 
River”  is  now  distributed.  Isaac  More  draws  20  acres. 
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1673/4,  Jan’y  8.  Vol.  Ill,  p  366  L  R:  Isaac  Moore  is  64tli  in  the  list  of  84  proprietors  of  Farmington 
and  £127  is  the  estate  which  is  to  govern  his  share  in  the  division  of  the  common  lands  for  many  years. 

1676,  Mch.  10.  Vol.  I,  p  51  TV:  “For  the  proportioning  of  the  Fence  on  the  West  side  of  the  Great 
Meadow  as  followeth,  bcgining  by  the  River  at  John  Warners  farme.”  Fifty  six  inhabitants  were  appor- 
tioned  a  share,  the  50th  being  “  Isaack  Moor  Fourty  Eight  Rod.” 

1679/80,  Mch.  1,  Vol.  I,  p  16  C  R:  Here  is  preserved  a  very  interesting  list  of  forty  two  heads  of 
families  who  were  members  in  full  communion  of  the  Farmington  Church.  “  Isaac  .More  &  his  wife”  are 
fifteenth  on  this  list.  “He  was  probably  the  first  among  the  Deacons  to  die”  says  one  record  and  yet  he 
was  living  in  1706  or  54  years  after  the  organization  of  the  Church. 

1681,  Nov.  9.  \’ol.  IV,  p  87  C  C:  Our  John  Andrews  sen’r  of  Farmington  makes  will  saying  “.And,  1 
desire  my  loving  friends  Capt.  John  Standly  and  Isaac  Moore  to  be  os’ersecrs  with  my  son  Daniel 
Andrews.” 

1682,  Dec.  27.  \'ol.  1,  p  17  T  V:  “At  a  Town  meeting  held  att  ffarmingtown  their  was  Chosen  for 
Constable  Isaac  Moor  for  ye  year  insuing.”  Thus  at  60  years  of  age  he  was  given  this  active  job.  The 
next  item  however  shows  that  the  constable  was  a  little  lax  in  his  duties. 

1684,  April  2.  Vol.  IV,  p  89  CC:  “At  a  County  Court,  Isack  Moor  for  neglecte  of  publishing  the  lawes 
made  in  May  &  October  last  till  December  Last  is  fined  Tenn  Shillings.” 

1684/5,  Mch.  24.  P  103  Do:  “Sargt  Stephen  Heart  plainf  by  way  of  appeale  from  the  Judgment  of 
Mr.  Wadsworth  23  of  February  1684  contra  Isack  Moore  which  was  an  action  of  the  case  for  that  the  sayd 
Moore  had  wronged  the  sayd  Heart  in  slandering  of  him  &  unjust  molesting  him  in  clayming  of  his  Land 
&  pulling  up  of  his  fence  &  thereby  letting  swine  &  cattell  into  his  orchard  as  allso  removeing  a  stake  that 
sayd  Heart  set  down  according  to  Law  to  the  damage  of  39i'  &  six  Pound.  In  which  action  Mr.  Wadsworth 
fownd  for  the  defendant  cost  of  court  6  witnesses  9s,  attendance  3s,  court  charges  4s.  In  this  action  the 
Court  find  it  by  Testomony  proved  that  the  unjust  molestation  <5l  pulling  up  of  fence  &c  were  Issued  by 
sayd  Sargt  Heart  &  Sargt  More  formerly  ....  thereupon  confinn  the  former  judgment  &  find  for 
the  defendant  cost  of  court  2  dayes  attendance  fowar  shillings.” 

1686.  Vol.  I,  p  33  T  V:  “Att  a  towne  meting  in  ye  year  1686,  the  town  graunted  to  William  Lewis  junr 
a  liberty  of  relinquishing  ye  fouer  acors  of  land  pitcht  upon  by  Isaac  More  upon  the  Wood  Hill  .... 
and  to  take  it  up  in  another  place.” 

1686,  Sept.  2.  Vol.  IV,  p  1 19  C  C:  “At  a  County  Court  held  at  Hartford  Isack  More  appeared  in  Court 
to  prosecute  his  replivin  of  swine  Impownded  by  Sarjant  Steven  Heart  but  no  defendant  appeared,  cost 
allowed  2  dayes  attendance  is  fowar  shillings  &  repriven  is  five  shillings.” 

1687,  Dec.  27.  Vol.  I,  p  36  T  V:  “Att  a  Town  Meeting,  their  was  chosen  for  survaier  of  the  highwayes 
Isaac  More.” 

1688,  May  21.  P  41  Do:  “At  a  meting  of  the  inhabitans  thear  were  chosen  for  survewers  of  Highwayes 
Isaacke  More  and  William  Higeson.”  The  same  two  were  re-elected  on  May  23,  1689. 

1689,  Nov.  6.  Vol.  V,  p  18  C  C:  The  Estate  of  Stephen  Hart  2'*  is  probated.  “  Isaac  Moore  &  Thomas 
Heart  &  John  Heart”  took  the  inventory  of  £633- 14-06. 

1689,  Dec.  5.  Vol.  I,  p  42  T  V:  “Att  the  same  meetting  their  was  aded  to  the  Committy  yt  do  yet 
remain  who  were  chosen  May  22,  1684  to  seatt  the  people  in  the  meeting  House  Isaac  More,  Capt  Lewis,” 
and  four  others. 

1691,  May  26.  Vol.  I,  p  A  rear  L  R:  Ruth  Stanley  Moore,  wife  of  Isaac,  now  dies  at  Farmington, 
being  sixty  two  years  old.  Before  Mch.,  1696  the  Deacon  took  to  wife  the  Widow  Dorothy  Smith  Blake- 
man  Hall  Sension,  a  clergyman’s  daughter,  no  doubt  very  attractive  to  the  aging  Deacon.  They  lived  to¬ 
gether  for  over  10  years  before  she  died.  He  probably  outlived  her,  yet  presumably  died  not  long  after. 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 

Dorothy  Smitli  was  daughter  of  Rev.  Henry  Smith  of  Wethersfield  and  in  1691  slie  was  55  years  old.  Her 
first  husband  was  John  Blakeman  of  Stratford  and  they  were  married  about  1653  and  had  3  children. 
She  m  (2)  Oct.  21,  1665  Francis  Hall  of  Stratford,  who  made  will  July  9,  16S9  at  S.  Shortly  after  his 
death  she  married  (3)  .Mark  Sension  of  Norwalk  whose  first  wife  was  Elizabeth  Stanley,  Dorothy’s  cousin, 
daughter  of  the  emigrant  Timothy  Stanley.  Dorothy  m  (4)  Deacon  Isack  Moore  which  made  her  the 
second  wife  of  her  last  three  husbands.  On  April  17,  1706,  the  “  Estate  of  Dorothy  .Moore  of  Farmington, 
late  wife  of  Deacon  Isaac  .Moore,”  is  probated,  her  will  being  dated  May  21,  1700,  and  beginning,  “I, 
Dorothy  Moore,  now  wife  of  Isaac  Moore  of  Farmington,  having  some  estate  left  by  my  first  and  second 
husbands  which  is  properly  my  own  to  dispose  of  in  life  or  at  death.”  She  mentions  former  husband 
Francis  Hall  and  his  daughter  .Mary;  sons  John  Blackman  and  Ebenezer  Blackman;  grandson  Joseph 
Blackman  and  several  grandchildren.  Sons  Ebenezer  and  John  Blackman  were  executors.  On  April  27, 
1706  inventory  was  taken  amounting  to  £367'10'06.  It  included  the  homestead  £70;  2  cows  &  a  calf  £8; 
and  51  acres  of  land  £117. 

1691,  Dec.  15.  Vol.  I,  p  47  T  V:  "Att  a  Towne  meetinge  held  att  Ffarmington  There  was  chosen  for 
a  Collector  Decon  Isaac  .More,”  and  “for  a  Committy  to  seete  parsons  in  the  .Meeting  House  Decon 
More  and  Insign  Thomas  Hart  and  John  Thomson  and  Sar.  John  Harte.” 

1693/4,  January  16.  Vol.  I,  p  43  C  R:  “It  was  then  determined  and  agreed,  the  way  and  method  they 
would  pay  for  the  future,  for  the  support  of  the  Lord’s  table,  as  followeth,  viz  -  That  every  communicant 
shall  actually  pay  or  deliver  to  the  Deacons  every  Sacrament  day,  after  exercises  3d  in  money;  or  give 
in  a  paper  fairly  under  their  hands,  whereby  they  do  oblige  themselves  to  pay  3d  in  money  or  5d  in  current 
come,  to  be  paid  once  a  year,  sometime  in  March  -  and  this  to  abide  in  force  until  the  Church  shall  other¬ 
wise  agree.  At  the  same  meeting,  the  Church  did  desire  and  empower  Deacon  Isaac  Moore  and  Deacon 
Thomas  Bull,  to  collect  and  father  this  money  above  said  for  the  Churches  use.” 

1694,  Oct.  11.  Vol.  IV,  No.  275  P  C:  “A  General  Court,  upon  the  request  of  Quanepew;  this  Court 
grants  him  liberty  to  prosecute  his  complaint  against  Deacon  Isack  Moore  at  the  Comon  Laws  &  remove 
all  barrs  out  of  his  way.”  This  refers  to  land  in  Indian  Neck.  There  is  much  testimony  on  both  sides  about 
it  but  the  records  here  seem  to  leave  the  outcome  in  doubt. 

1695,  Sept.  5.  Vol.  V,  p  89  C  C:  Quanepew,  grandson  of  Cherry  the  Indian,  now  is  in  court  against 
Isaac  Moore  for  the  2  acres  in  Indian  Neck  but  the  Court  grants  a  nonsuit  since  the  defendent  was  not 
now  in  possession  of  the  2  acres,  “having  given  it  away  to  his  son-in-law  Hayes.” 

1695/96,  March  25.  Vol.  1,  p  20  C  R:  “Dorothy  Moore,  the  wife  of  Deacon  Moore,  joined  to  the 
Church  here  March  25,  1695,  96.” 

1697,  April  14.  Vol.  IV,  p  149  C  C:  “Whereas  there  is  complaint  made  by  Ensigne  John  Hart,  Danll 
Andrews  and  Willm  Lewis,  selectmen  of  ffarmington,  against  Deacon  Isaac  Moor,  Deacon  Thomas  Bull 
and  Sergt  Thomas  Porter  for  not  gathering  in  and  making  paj'ment  of  the  Rev-^  Mr.  Samuell  Hookers 
ministers  rate  in  the  severall  years  where  in  you  were  chosen  collectrs,  the  Court  haveing  considered  the 
Complaint,  do  se  cause  to  order  that  a  warrant  shall  be  granted  by  the  clerk  to  the  Collecters  to  distrein 
for  the  rates  of  the  severall  persons  that  are  not  gathered  and  payd  in  the  years  wherein  you  were  Col¬ 
lectors  respectively.”  On  the  jury  of  this  County  Court  were  our  John  Deming,  Joseph  Wright  di  John 
Thompson. 

1702,  Jun.  15.  Vol.  VI,  No.  103  a  P  C:  “Wee  undrwritten  being  desired  by  ye  selectmen  to  goe  alonge 
w'th  ye  fenceviewers  to  be  helpfull  to  you  to  find  out  ye  fence  belonginge  to  ye  Common  field  one  ye  east 
side  of  ye  river  att  ye  north  end  of  ye  towne  (of  Farmington)  &  we  find  it  lyeth  in  sucksession  according 
we  have  hear  returned  this  to  ye  best  yt  we  can  come  att.”  In  this  list  there  are  38  names.  Deacon  .More 
is  seventeenth. 

1702,  Dec.  31.  Vol.  I,  p  110  L  R:  In  land  of  John  Hart  as  listed  on  this  page  one  item  is:  “One  pcell 
of  land  purchased  of  his  father  Isaac  More,  as  appeareth  by  a  Deed  Dated  the  thirty  first  of  December 


YOOJAHHaO  TT322Aa 


dll 

loH  .bfo  uw  arfo  19dl  ni  bofi  l>lMUpr()oW)o  liihnS  'on^f  .v)A  >o  nirt^lUGb  2£W  ri7]m2  x^<noG 

.nnblirb  C  bod  bnc  C^dt  mods  tuhiun  'ii«w  x^dJ  tnb  biolioi^lo  ocnradBUl  adolL^^  buDdaid  snd 
«id  v>3}b  xIJTodZ  .2  )a  ,Q  xl^l  biw  t»Lcm  odw  ,b'icdiKi}2  “Jo  IIbI-I  rfonoiT  iddi  ,I£  .toO  (S)  m  9d2 
.niauco  a’xdJoioQ  ,x^na}2  Hl^derilH  wm  VUw  md  »aodw  iilr.vnoJ^  lo  noUmB  dtcM  (€)  inhiom  ^  dfnb 
9dj  r)d  »biun  tbi&M  a!o»»M  slisal  no5iif»Cl  (>)  m  xdloroQ  vdiooiiT  ffungmn'^Hl  Yo  Dir^tucb 

.noJgnlnnfiTlo  nooM  vriJOToQlo  ^ifcj«3”  sdl  JbOITl  ,TI  fh<|A  nO  .abncdam)  9»iHj  Jtel  Tjdlo  ^liw  bnooai 
*^«r'  .gniiiijig^  bno  ^Tf  ,1£  x^^^  b^sb  unbd  Ulw  «>d  .bsiodoaq  «i.**.9woM  acnl  rKmKI  V>  9)d 
bnooTM  bna  laid  ym  yd  ilai  smbi  jinivod  .naf^nlnnsH  V)  oiooM  Mcal  V)  »1hv  won  ,YiaoM  xdtonO 
bnodaud  lofinol  anoiirnm  viZ  '*.d]Bd>  lo  io  alii  ni  )p  aeoqaib  ol  n-Mo  ym  xbwi^Jdq  at  daldw  ebnadaud 
dqaaol.  noabnfti;i  ;niun}(:>&fS  nnnsdB  brut  mmohudH  nrk»I,  acvoa.  ;xiaM  nid^ui^  aid  bns  ilitH  datunH 
,T£  ihqA'  nO  .ncmnam  xnw  nsrnd9«I8  ndo(,  bno  TKtifi‘>d3  woZ  .tmldidaLrung  btiavat  bno  niuiibl^S 
;21  'Uis!>  K  lb  two)  t  ;0n.  heaisamod  adJ  Labulaoi  il  .dD'Ot^TdCl  oi  grtlimiocnA  nadoJ  aow  yio^nayfil  dOTI 
^  ^  .Till  bnollo  aanji  lb  ba& 

Tol  iTMotto  aow  aiadT  noiaJiirmiilH  n»  bbd  a^nitiiatn  anwT  o  «A**  ;V  T  q  ,l  JnV  .bl  ,»Q  ,iWI 
I1039Q  xuoH  uniivit/.  -xlt  ni  enoruK]  al9M  os  x^’^ntnO  s  vd"  bos  **.aioM  3am1  nogetO  lomOoD  ■ 

mint  .io2  Lns  noMixuTT  mfet  brui  mH  tAtnodT  naiani  bns  t|oM 

yadJ  bodJani  tno  x***  .banao  Lno  banlrfcntab  nadJ  ttw  il  **  :>I  O  £)•  q  .1  .loV  .d(  x^ounat 
JneMnummoo  tadT  -  rtv  .djytyollol  an  ,iUiss3  a'fyaoJ  ^rb  )o  Tioqqua  gdi  vd  .Mudul  Mb  id)  yoq  bluow 
avia  TO  ;x«**6tn  nl  bt  asabiaxi  tsjIb  .yab  itnnvmwZ  Xiy/a  uumau  adJ  oJ  lavilab  to  ycq  Usd* 

Ktaiiua  nl  Vif  to  x*»ofn  V  t  x*>q  aavtuarmrii  a^iklo  ob  vadJ  ydcnaifir  .afanod  ibdi  labnu  xhlo)  rtqaq  o  ol 
'TmIV)  il  will  rbrarO  art)  Ibiiu  aarc/t  ni  abido  oi  aidJ  Uui  ~  d^ifiM  ni  ambamo*  ,Tsax  a  aaoo  bioq  ad  o3  .amoa 
noaftTd  bno  avaoM  aoMl  nronaO  Tawoqma  ban  adaab  bib  HaiudD  ada  ^pdlaatn  antita  adl  lA  .aa-i|o  aahr 

",aatj  aadanuO  adi  vd  Um  avodo  yanom  aidi  tadifi)  btto  laatiog  ol  ,Uu9  attmodT 

nixO  iidi  ;waqMii>i>p  !••  itauj^at  a<fJ  fu>qo  .nuoD  finamO  A**  :3  *!  ITS  xM  ,VI  JoV  .1 1  JaO.  ,Mdl 
avornai  A  7«^oJ  itotncO  %tti  ts  ^nooM  iXAl  noacyi  itniKSc  inialqmoo  lid  altnaaoiq  ol  yltadH  mid  aitBTg 
luoda  catii  dlod  no  ynomi^aai  tbum  ti aradT  jbaid  nclboT  ni  boil  oi  nalai  lidT  ^.yAw  eidlo  )uo iriAd  Ho 

Jdtiob  ni  atnoaitJo  adJ  avoa)  ol  nm«  aiad  ebraoai  adi  lud  II 

Unis]*  nooa  ni  d  »»on  .nitibnl  vb  yrtvO  1o  noid^urfs  .wraqanMip  :D  D  <28  q  ,V  .loV  .d  Jqa2  ,i<!dl 
ion  Uk’*t  inabnaiab  adl  aank  liiMoon  ■  stnoqj  ninO  adi  ivid  jbaid  n«ibnl  ni  rnaa  T  adl  id)  aiooM  aaoel 

''ItaXftH  WBl-tdwioi  lid  of  xBws  li  navi^  ^ntvod**  .lam  I  arlJ  lo  noietaiioq  ni  vvon 

adi  OI  bani<»t  ,aiooM  noanaQ  lo  aliw  adi  .arooW  ydionoU”  :8  D  01  q  .1  .loV  .i£  dgioM  ,d0\i<ttl 

".W'^lddl  ,11  ibtoM  aiad  rbiiidD 

linitG  ,nsH  ndotanjd<n3  yd  aUrni  inUdqtncn  il  atadj  lutsiTdW*'  :03  CM  q  ,VI  JoV  >1  IhqA  ,TQdf 
lIuO  utnodT  noooaO  ,tooM  asfiiL  nuaaaG  l£ni«i|fi  ,noij4nkin4>D  "So  namiaolai  ,«iwaJ  mlliW  boa  iwoibnA 
na;(ooH  IhunuB  .tM  adi  )o  tnafirfaq  sn{>(im  bni  nl  yihodiss  ion  Id)  lairo*)  CAmodT  IgiaB  bn* 
adi  baiabasnoa  gniavKd  niioD  ad)  .ntaaikn  nauMfo  aiaw  uoy  ok  aiadw  may  lUiavx  ad)  nl  aUi  rciltinlm 
nbiidb  ol  eiaiaalkO  adi  oi  iliab  adi  yd  tialnan|  ad  Uad*  loimaiv  ■  ladi  labio  o)  a«UK>  at  ob  IfniilqrrKO 
doD  aia'A  uoy  niaiadw  rT*a<  ad)  ni  byaq  bmi  baiadia^  ion  am  liuii  tnomaq  llcravai  adi  )o  lafti  adi  to) 
mlot  lb  Jd|hW  dqaaot  4inlinaG  mlut  loo  aiaw  ituoQ  yinuoD  itdi  Iki  ymt  adi  aO  ".ylaviiaaqist  nolaal 

4io«qmaffT^ 

a;inoU  MU  o)  namiaalx  ay  yd  baiitab  sobd  nalliiwibtui  v»W**  :Oq  a  COi  ^  ,IV  JoV  ^1 
itsa  ay  aoo  bbj)  nommoD  ay  ot  a^i^nohd  aona)  ay  luo  bui)  oi  uoy  o)  Ut;)q)ad  ad  ol  nawaivaana)  ay  dtw 
yiUnoaM  noUtni-JUt  ni  diayl  li  bnd  aw  A  (nuqtnimrs^  \o)  anwoi  ay  )o  bna  diitwi  ay  ha  lavh  ay  Vi  abk 
aioM  nryafcaQ  .eanwn  8£  aiA  atMfl  liil  alH)  nl  '*.)Ia  amoa  oAa  aw  )y  itad  ay  ol  ddf  bamuiai  iaad  avod  aw 

.ilinaajfiavai  il 

liaaq  anO'*  :ii  inali  ana  a]^  lid)  no  baiiil  ia  mmH  ndotlo  toAl  nl  t/IJOlIqJJoV  ,IC.JoO,COTI 
ladmaoaO  )o  xid  yliid)  ad)  i»)|iG  baaO  a  yd  tiiaaaaqqA  ia  .aioM  oamI  tadid  lid  lo  baitdaiuq  Uui  lo 


T  }-I  E  M  OORE  FAMILY 


557 


in  the  year  on  thousand  seven  hundred  &  two  situate  in  the  division  of  land  against  Weathcrfield  con¬ 
taining  by  estamation  39  acres.” 

1705,  April  9.  Vol.  VI,  No.  104  a  P  C:  “The  proportion  of  the  meadows  in  famiington  having  measured 
ye  fence  each  mans  proportion  at  it  lyeth  ....  from  ye  Rear  of  the  lotts  to  ye  River  against  ye  farm.” 
Here  follow  101  names,  among  them:  “Isack  More  £37-0-0.” 

1705/6,  Mch.  1 1.  \'oI.  I,  p  94  L  R:  Isaac  Norton  of  Farmington  records  a  deed  of  land  “bearing  dattc 
the  eleventh  Day  of  .March  in  ye  year  (1705/6)”  as  “given  to  him  by  his  grandfather  Isaac  More.”  This 
deed  shows  Isaac  Moore  still  living  at  84  years  of  age.  His  second  wife  has  lately  died  and  presumably 
he  is  disposing  of  what  remains  of  his  estate  by  giving  it  to  the  grandchildren.  Several  deeds  are  recorded 
on  this  page  being  gifts  from  grandfather  Isaac  More.  This  being  the  last  living  date  we  have  found,  our 
opinion  is  that  he  died  shortly  after.  1  le  left  no  will  or  probate  of  record.  Since  the  Moore  family  had 
no  boys  among  the  children  the  name  Moore,  so  far  as  this  branch  is  concerned,  became  e.xtinct  with  the 
Deacon’s  death.  The  descendants,  however,  are  legion  through  the  girls. 

1722,  June  12.  P  389  S’th’n  Hist:  The  South  Division,  Southington,  is  now  distributed.  It  had  been 
surveyed  in  1672  when  there  were  84  original  proprietors  recognized  in  Farmington.  Isaac  Moore,  as  one 
of  these,  though  now  dead  for  many  years,  drew  Lot  67  of  23 1^  acres.  It  was  412  Rods  long,  E  &  \V, 
and  90  Rods  wide. 

1728,  Dec.  15.  P  391  Do:  Isaac  Moore  receives  his  due  share  in  the  “Shuttle  Meadow”  Division,  the 
same  84  proprietors  participating.  He  drew  lot  66  whicii  was  44  rods  4  feet  with  “contents”  of  96^^  acres. 

1738/9,  Jan’y  9.  P  34  Stanley  Fam  (1887):  There  is  on  record  at  Farmington  a  deed  of  partition  be¬ 
tween  the  heirs  of  Samuel  Hayes,  John  Norton,  William  Lewis  and  John  Hart,  “all  being  grandchildren 
of  Deacon  Isaac  Moore.” 

CHILDREN 

(first  child  born  probably  at  Famiington;  second  child  born  at  Norwalk,  Conn; 
last  three  are  on  Famiington  Church  Records) 

1.  ELIZABETH  b.  a  1646-7;  m.  Samuel  Hayes;  he  died  before  Jan’y  9,  1738/'9,  deed  of  partition 

2.  RUTH  b.  Jan’y  5,  1656.7;  m.  John  Norton  Jun’r;  she  d.  he  d.  Apl.  25,  1725,  a:  63  10  ch 

They  lived  in  Farmington;  he  was  deputy  in  1680-1-2.  He  was  born  in  Norwalk,  Conn;  his  inv’y,  £344-14-01. 

3.  SARAH  b.  Feb’y  12,  1661  2;  m.  a  1680,  William  Lewis  (see  below) 

4.  MARY  b.  Sept.  15,  1664;  m.  Capt.  John  Hart;  she  d.  Sept.  19,  1738,  ae  74  he  d.  Nov.  1 1,  1714,  as  60  7  ch 

They  lived  in  Farmington;  both  admitted  to  church  Nov.  24,  1686;  he  was  deputy  to  G  C  4  yrs;  in  1666  he 
had  lost  father  and  mother  and  brother  &  sister  burned  to  death;  he  escaped  being  away  from  home  on  visit 
to  Nod,  the  only  child  left;  his  estate,  £1,096-06-07. 

5.  PHEBE  b.  April  25,  1669 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

William  Lewis  bp.  1656/7  m.  Sarah  Moore  b.  1661/2 

Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis  b.  1697  m.  Elizabeth  Newell  b.  1694 

Corpl.  Adonijah  Lewis  b.  1722  m.  Mary  Bronson  b.  1742/3 

Amos  Richards  b.  1759  m.  Lydia  Lewis  b.  1763 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 


vee  YJIMAH  3;iOOM  SHT  f  ' 

•n<r>  LbrhvbnW  l^ntsgft  bctiil  Id  nohhrib  ni  siousii  o«rj  jb  buibnuri  Mvoe  bnuuod}  no  xij  oi  ^ 

".lorw  noilBrnn}«»  gntoisl  > 

tniu&fivn  yih/eH  noigniiTn*l  ni  2'//obB9m  wfj  lo  noiMoqoiq  srfT**  rOT  » ♦‘Of  .oVl  ,1V  .loV  .Q  IhqA  ,tOTf 

•^.rmol  JiDfU®8B  oj  mol  i w51  sy  monrl  *  .  .  .  Hwyl  li  JC  nolMoqoTq  enam  How  oonil  ix 

“.(WKTCi  91oM  ^kI*'  .rrodi  yioms  jnnwt  101  woHol  y»H 

.  • 

9116b  yihft^d”  bnd )o  bnb « ttnoooi  noi^iitm^ lo nonoM  ooul  :H  J  q  .1  .bV  .If  jbM  ,^'viOTI 
eidT  *’.wM  i^rfudUiBig  *ui  x<^  n>vi|‘’ m  ”  (d  ,iOTI)  U9X  n  lo  y*Q  rlinovdb  sHi 

'<Idttrtm«nq  bna  biib  vhJ^l  ecH  aiw  bno»4  *iH  ^n'lo  2iflax  W  J&  Ift>«  awM  owaj  tworfi  b»b 
b9bv>3«|  9w  ab»b  lia9V92  uanbliriobmnji  srll  oi  d  jnivqj  id  aJuJas  eiH  lo  viiMn»i  iwfw  lo  ^o'^oqtib  ai  id 
’iuQ,bntJol 9’/bH  sw  »)ftb  yiivif  ja*i  ailj  af»ivl  ai/fT  .rioM  ><aal  ijdultnunj  tnoil  fJlrji  ytbd  ajeq  zldi  no 
bed  ytoolA  >dJ  «m2  .bioasi  lo  aJcdorj  to  UW/  ori  flol  .MJla.xInorie  btjib  sfl  Jiufl  *1  nbiniqo 
9dJ  dJiw,loniJx9  5mB9*jd  ,br>nT9iooT  ai  donoid  aidJ  m  Tfil  oa  .aiooM  ‘>m*n  ^dJ  nviblirb  aril  gnofna  V(^  on 

t)di  dftKndi  noiy>l  9t»  .TiViwod  .KJncbnntsb  odT  .diKsb  a'rmaftsG 

nsad  b#d  Jl  .bsiodniiib  won  ai  .iiaj)|{udJoo2  ,uobiiv}Q  rliooZ  9ftT  :3aiH  n*HJ*2  W£  T  .£1  9tui(,  ,t£TI 
ano  u  ,910oM  sfceal  .no»8fUffn«^  ni  bsxkisooan  «n>iiiqoTq  IsniniiQ  vn'ff  siadJ  rwdw  £TdI  nl  b9X!>v*Uia 
.W  A  3  ,anol  aboil  £11  asw  ll  .«»tm  ^iCr  >o  Td  JoJ  wsib  ,*i«9X  lol  besb  won  dguodJ  .orvdl  V) 

oUw  cboi)  00  has 

‘nU  .noiaivKl  '^WiibsrjM  •jltturtZ"  .tb  ni  »xi«d«  nub  ^  tsvbooi  yiooM  :»sstl  :oCI  10£  3  -If  -asO  ,fi£VI 
.r>T3s  (*d01o  **  siini>»non”  diiw  )«1 1  abor  ll  as#  ri:.idw  dd  loi  voib  sH  ^a^Tsqbinsq  aioTniiqoiq  18  ^>nis« 

-9d  Mibt.'tnq  lo  Mb  »  ooig/nirasl  Ja  bvxm  no  li  nTndX  ;(£880  ms3  ^ninasS  It  ^  ,0\8CTl 

n9i»dHt»bn«T9  inind  #«“  .MbH  nib\.  Lms  siwnJ  rautiiW  ,jioi»oJd  nrtiiL  .tn^aH  bomo2  lo  eibd  ndl  nnowt 

*',9TooM  oomI  nonssQ  lo 


:iin»3  yiUwfwjd  is  mod  bHAi  hiMr^  ;(nvia<tiifTVi^  i«  ^Wadoriq  mod  W«b  Tnfl) 
(idocoaJI  (imuD  i>oi|ntrmd^  no  »u  -mitl  MSl 


aoiibuwilo  bwb  ,9NaCTi  ,♦  *M*>d  baib  sd  bumaS  -in  ;T-ibdl  •  .H  HT38ASIJB 

il3  0(  .b  id  .b  >fb  :i*niil.  nciwM  ndoX,  .m  ;T  vdldl  ,2  Vn*l  d  HTU^ 

-lO-M-ntl.x’vnllibiinmO.illswioHirtowdidfrwflH  .C-I  OWI  ni<Ju«|ttbtaw9d;r»oiiiiiil»unnltjovtt>C9dT 

twol«4  vtt)  alwaJ  moltllW  ,(W6I  s  .m  :S\lldl  jCl  .d  HA3IA8 

ibT  01*  >ITl  ,11  voM  .bad  at  •  .«Vf  .11  >«|*e  bwk ;Jud^  ifrto(,  bisD  .«  ;»dl  .«!  .l<|ia  ,d  Y8AM 

9d  dMi  nl  ;«ix  1 0  O  oi  yniqab  cs«  id  ;«*S01  M-  wM  dmiMb  at  b^liMbs  dJod  tooninlmis’i  id  bavil  tartT^ 
titfv  no  awgd  moi)  x***  inhd  biq^n  ad  ;»Um4»  oi  bwrnid  taHi*  A  abdicnd  bits  ndMm  bus  wdi^  laoi  bsrf 

,»]«}»  aid ;  Oat  tibih  xino  adt  .boM  ol 


.1 

.£ 

a 

X 

> 


a-M  UfiXi 
^lEMSObt 

.  ‘I 


-  TH3De3a  30  3HU 

,  ^  r^lddl  d  aTooM  daTa2  m  T.dtaj  .qd  tiwoJ  fncilUW  ,  ^  ^ 

^  ledl  jd  IbwaM  riTadjullS  .oa  TGdI  .d  siwaJ  oadiaiiol,  4qBD  ^ 

,  t'.tlTI  .d  nomanB  xtaM  .m  £££1  .d  atwaJ  riftiinnbA  .kpoO  '* 

CdYl  .d  dvrjJ  sibxJ  Jn  WTf  jd  abiad^W  tomA 
i  ten  d  abuiltdil  ytbM  .m  OHI  .d  onS  finfnla2  dgU|*« 

wei  .d  on3  onib«i3  m  TO0I  .d  aimtaa  naufl  aahO  y •jlWJt  «» 
lt‘81  .d  noatabnA  laTSpafd  .m  d  9in«aa  x^oH  ibhobnT  ’ 


THE  NEWELL  FAMILY 


THOMAS  NEWELL  b. - 

REBECCA  OLMSTEAD  in.  —  1642 

b.  a  1622  d.  Dec.  13,  1689 

d.  - 

1622.  Rebecca  Olmstead  was  born  at  Fairsted, 
Essex  Co.,  in  England,  about  this  time.  Her  bap¬ 
tism  there  is  not  shown  apparently,  but  probate 
papers  place  her  correctly  among  her  brethern, 
while  we  choose  this  birth  year  because  it  fits  best 
when  we  consider  the  ages  of  her  children.  She 
was  probably  an  orphan  when  the  plans  were  made 
to  take  her  to  the  New  World. 

1632,  Sept.  16.  Sunday.  P  XVII  Olmstead  Gen 
(1912):  Rebecca,  now  close  to  ten  years  of  age, 
arrives  in  Boston  in  the  ship  Lion.  With  her 
were  her  uncle  James  Olmstead,  brothers  Richard 
and  Dr.  John,  and  cousins  Nicholas  and  Nehemiah 
Olmstead.  In  the  ship  there  were  123  passengers 
of  whom  50  were  children.  From  Boston  the  party 
went  first  to  Mt.  Wollaston  (Quincy),  then  to 
Newtown,  Mass.,  where  Rebecca  lived  for  about 
four  years  in  the  very  beginnings  of  the  town. 

1636,  June  1.  P  6  Do;  All  the  Olmsteads  in¬ 
cluding  Rebecca,  were  a  part  of  the  Company  of 
100  pilgrims,  men,  women  and  children  who,  un¬ 
der  the  lead  of  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  made  the 
overland  pilgrimage  from  Newtown  to  Hartford  - 
a  two  weeks  journey  through  a  trackless  wilder¬ 
ness,  with  no  cover  for  a  stopping  place  save  the 
canopy  of  heaven.  They  were  sustained  by  the 
Pilgrim  spirit,  however,  and  there  were  no  casual¬ 
ties  reported.  In  Hartford  Rebecca  lived  with  her 
Uncle  James,  as  shown  by  the  next  item.  He  calls 
her  “cossen”  but  he  means  niece. 

16-10,  Sept.  28.  Vol.  I,  p  446  C  C:  The  will  of 
James  Obnstead  of  Hartford  makes  reference  to 
Rebecca  as  follows:  “And  my  will  is  that  my 
sonne  Nehemiah  shall  give  out  of  his  portion  ten 
pownd  to  my  cossen  Rebeca  Olmstead  that  now 
dwelleth  with  me,  and  he  shall  pay  yt  her  w‘4n 
three  yeares  after  my  dicease,  and  I  leave  her  to 


1642.  Vol.  I,  p  7  C  R,  Farmington:  The  first 
child  of  Thomas  Newell  and  Rebecca  Olmstead 
was  born  in  January,  1643  '4,  according  to  their 
own  report  to  the  Church  at  Farmington.  Rebecca 
w'as  a  maiden  living  with  her  uncle  James  Olm¬ 
stead  of  Hartford  when  he  made  his  will  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1640.  Hence  it  is  certain  that  Thomas 
and  Rebecca  were  married  between  these  dates, 
presumably  at  her  home  in  Hartford.  No  record 
of  the  marriage  seems  to  exist.  Furthermore  there 
is  no  record  of  Thomas  Newell  in  Hartford.  In  the 
deed  following  we  have  the  first  public  record  of 
him  in  America.  This  shows  him  to  have  been 
living  in  Farmington  prior  to  the  date  of  the  deed 
for  he  is  called  “  Thomas  Newell  of  tunkses  sepos.” 
Rev.  W.  S.  Porter  classes  him  among  24  original 
settlers  of  Farmington  who,  however,  bought 
their  house  lots  from  the  37  original  holders.  One 
writer  says  he  is  supposed  to  have  been  born  in 
Hartfordshire  in  England,  but  no  proof  is  sub¬ 
mitted.  Probably  he  is  one  of  the  many  thousands 
w'ho  came  from  England  to  America  in  the  period 
from  1630  to  1640  when  religious  persecution  in 
England  was  running  high  under  Archbishop 
Laud  who  with  King  Charles  1 1  stood  for  absolu¬ 
tism  in  Church  and  State. 

Since  the  first  Volume  of  the  Farmington  Town 
Meeting  Records  has  been  destroyed  we  are  not 
able  to  tell  what  public  activities  Thomas  Newell 
was  engaged  in  except  the  single  office  of  Con¬ 
stable  on  record  in  Hartford.  We  believe,  however, 
that  he  did  his  share  for  he  has  the  credit  of  join¬ 
ing  the  Farmington  Church  on  its  organization, 
and  wherever  he  appears,  whether  in  act  or  speech, 
it  is  in  a  good  light. 

1645,  Mch.  26.  Vol.  I,  P  54  L  R,  Farmington; 
William  Goodwin  of  Hartford,  “Rolling  Ellder 
in  the  Church  of  Chr  There”  and  John  Crow,  for 
£150,  sell  to  “Thomas  Neuell  of  tunkses  sepos” 
and  John  Stanley  Junior,  of  Hartford,  “all  our 
buildings  and  devident  or  devidents  of  Land  made 
or  to  bee  made:  at  tunxes  seposs;  Inthejurisdic- 
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be  disposed  by  Richard  Webb  and  Will’  Wads' 
worth,  (executors),  and  as  shee  shall  carry  her- 
selfc,  yt  shall  be  in  their  p>ower  either  to  give  her 
the  tcnn  pownd  or  dcteyne  yt  fro  her.”  Rebecca 
was  married  to  Thomas  Newell  soon  after  this 
time,  probably  within  the  course  of  a  year  or  two 
we  may  well  believe  that  the  executors  found  no 
cause  to  “deteyne  yt  legacy  fro  her.” 

1653,  July  12.  Vol.  I,  p  1  C  R:  Five  months 
after  her  husband  had  joined  the  Farmington 
Church,  his  wife  joins.  Here  is  the  way  the  record 
reads;  “Then  Thomas  Newell’s  wife  and  John 
Stanley’s  wife,  and  Robert  Porter’s  wife  were 
joined  to  the  congregation.” 

1679/80,  Mch.  1.  Vol.  I,  p  16  CR;  Thomas 
Newell  and  wife  are  third  on  the  list  of  forty  two 
heads  of  families  in  Farmington  who  are  church 
members. 

1689,  Oct.  15.  Vol.  IV,  No.  1-2-3  P  C:  Eliza¬ 
beth  Olmstead,  widow  of  Dr.  John  Olmstead  of 
Norwich,  Ct.,  makes  will  in  which  she  refers  to 
Rebecca  as  follows.  Elizabeth  was  left  quite 
wealthy  and,  among  other  things,  she  had  given 
£50  to  the  poor:  “Item;  I  give  and  bequeath 
unto  the  nine  children  of  my  brother  &  sister 
Nuell  of  farmington:  five  shillings  apiece  to  be 
payd  to  them  in  money  after  my  Decease  by  my 
executor.”  This  legacy  was  not  satisfactory  ap¬ 
parently  to  any  of  the  Newells  hence  Rebecca, 
through  her  son  Samuel  Newell  of  Farmington, 
jointly  with  James  Olmsted  of  Norwalk,  enter  a 
protest  to  the  Court  of  Assistants.  The  document 
follows  the  will  and  sets  forth  the  reasons  why  the 
{petitioners  thought  that  they  should  receive  a 
larger  portion  of  their  uncle’s  estate.  Here  are  the 
first  two  paragraphs  of  the  protest: 

“To  the  Hon'**  Court  of  Assistants  the  delegates 
of  the  royall  maiesty  of  our  nation  our  great  patron 
and  protector  of  all  our  rights  and  properties  now 
sitting  in  Hartford,  the  humble  petition  of  James 
Omstid  of  Norwake  and  Samll  Newel  of  farming- 
ton,  sheweth:  That  whereas  our  Natural  and 
hon''‘  Uncle,  John  Omstid  of  Norwitch  late  de¬ 
ceased,  died  possessed  of  a  fair  estate  to  the  value 
of  923£-05s-06d  in  lands  and  Chattels  and  that 
these  your  petitioners  being  the  neerest  relations 
of  our  said  Hon"*^  Uncle  by  blood  being  his  brother 
and  sisters  Children”  .... 

1689,  Nov.  6.  Vol.  V,  p  5  C  C:  Thomas  Newell, 


tion  of  Connecticutt  aforesaid.  Viz  one  psell  for 
a  hous  Loot  Contayning  by  estimit  five  acers  bee 
It  more  or  Less  butting  on  the  highway  Leading 
from  y'  River  towards  Hartford  on  y'  South  and 
on  y'  other  end  on  Land  now  comon  to  ye  In¬ 
habitants  of  tunxes  sepos:  on  ye  south®  &  on  Mr 
John  hains  his  Land  esquire  on  the  west  and  on 
Mr  John  websters  Land  on  the  east  with  the 
edifices  or  buildings.” 

Prior  to  this  date  Thomas  and  Rebecca  must 
have  occupied  rented  property  in  Farmington. 
Three  years  later  the  following  property  was  re¬ 
corded  to  him,  the  house  lot  being  somewhat  simi¬ 
lar  but  yet  different  enough  to  be  interesting. 

1648,  March.  Vol.  II,  p  34  L  R:  “Land  in 
farmington  belonging  to  Thomas  Newell:  viz 
one  p’sell  on  which  his  Now  Dwelling  house  stand- 
eth,  with  other  out  houses  yeardes  or  Gardens 
thcare  in  being  which  he  bought  of  Mr.  Goodwny 
Contain  by  estima  fower  acre  abutting  on  Mr. 
Haynes  his  Land  on  the  West  &  on  Izeck  Mores 
Land  on  the  East  &  on  the  high  way  on  the  South 
&  on  Thomas  Judd’s  Land  on  the  North  .  .  .  . 
One  p’cell  Lying  in  the  great  meadow  of  28  acres,” 
bought  as  above  ....  “One  p’cell  Lying  in 
the  Great  meadow  of  13  acres,”  bought  as  above 

According  to  Julius  Gay  (1897),  the  above  dwel¬ 
ling  stood  on  or  near  the  site  of  that  of  Mrs.  Dr. 
Brown,  opposite  the  Catholic  Church.  Here 
Thomas  Jun’r  below  was  born. 

1651,  Sept.  4.  Vol.  II,  p  27  C  C:  “In  the  Action 
betweene  Thomas  Burnham  pit  and  Thomas 
Nuell  defendt,  the  Courte  Adiudges  the  defendt 
to  pay  unto  the  pit  damage  9s  4d.” 

1652/3,  Jan’y  30.  Vol.  I,  p  1  C  R:  Thomas 
Newell  is  nineteenth  in  the  membership  roll  of  the 
Fannington  Church.  Here  is  the  record:  “Nathan¬ 
iel  Kellogg  and  his  wife,  John  Steel,  John  Standley, 
Thomas  Newell  and  Thomas  Barnes  were  also 
joined  to  the  congregation.” 

1653,  March  25.  Vol.  II,  p  2  L  R:  On  a  page 
headed  “Morgages”  we  find  these  two  items: 
“Morgaged  By  Mathew  Webster  to  Thomas 
Newell  for  the  paying  of  fower  poundes  one  halfe 
to  be  payd  in  wheatt  and  the  other  hallfe  in  pease 
at  hartford  wheare  the  sayd  Thomas  shall 
apoyntt.” 
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her  husband,  died  in  September  intestate,  and 
now  the  Court  appoints  her  administrator  of  his 
Estate  jointly  with  her  son  Samuel. 

1689,  Nov.  8.  P  19  Do:  Rebeckah  Newell 
makes  agreement  with  the  children  and  files  it 
with  the  Court:  “The  Widow  &  Relict  of  the  sd 
Thomas  Newell  reserveth  the  full  dispose  of  her 
thirds  of  all  the  Moveable  Estate  for  her  maintC' 
nance.” 

1689/90,  Mch.  6.  P  47  Do:  The  Court  makes 
her  administrator  of  her  son  Joseph’s  estate  - 
“The  Widow  Newell,  his  mother.”  Joseph  was 
but  25  years  old,  her  youngest  and  unmarried. 

1695,  Oct.  3.  No.  2,  pp30'32Cof  A:  The  above 
petition,  under  Oct.  15,  1689,  was  not  heard  ap' 
parently  until  this  late  day  when  the  Court  of 
Assistants  met  to  consider  it.  This  is  the  entry’s 
beginning:  “James  and  John  Olmstead  heirs  of 
Capt  Richard  Olmstead,  and  Samuel  Newell  in  the 
behalf  of  Rebeckah  Newell,  Sister  of  John 
Olmstead,  being  dissatisfyed  w'ith  the  settlement 
of  the  estate  of  the  s'*  Mr  John  Olmstead  deed 
made  by  the  County  Court  at  New  London,  made 
application  to  this  Court  for  relief.”  The  record 
goes  on  to  say  that  the  deceased  left  a  will  in  which 
he  gave  to  his  wife  the  life  use  of  the  whole  estate, 
but  made  no  disposition  of  the  real  estate.  The 
Court  ordered  the  real  estate  set  to  the  heirs  of 
said  Richard  Olmstead  and  Rebecca  Newell. 

1697,  Apl.  22.  Vol.  6,  p  130  L  R,  Norwich, 
Conn:  Here  is  an  interesting  deed  which  shows  the 
final  disposition  of  the  above  matter  so  far  as  she 
is  concerned:  “Rebeckah  Newell  of  farmington 
in  the  county  of  hartford  and  Colony  of  Connec- 
ticutt  in  New  England,”  states  that  the  Court  of 
Assistants  held  in  Hartford,  October  3,  1695 
found  that  “A  Great  part  of  the  Reall  Estate  of 
my  beloved  Brother  John  Olmsted  late  of  Norwich 
deceased  belonged  to  the  heirs  of  my  beloved 
brother  Richard  Olmsted  deceased  and  to  me  or 
my  heirs  and  accordingly  have  Ordered  and 
Settled  the  same  to  be.  And  as  for  the  personall 
Estate  of  my  “Brother  John  Olmsted  being  Left  to 
be  settled  at  the  Court  of  New  London,  my  eldest 
Son  Being  Deceased  and  my  son  Thomas  Newell 
refuseing  or  neglecting  to  be  att  Any  Charge 
about  the  fore  mentioned  estate,”  there  upon  she 
did  “give  Grant  bequeath  allienate  passover  and 


“Morgaged  by  Mathew  Webster  to  Thomas 
Newell  two  acres  of  plowing  Land  Lying  in  the 
yest  medow  Abutting  on  the  sayd  Thomas  New- 
ell’s  Land  on  the  South,  which  land  is  morgaged  to 
Thomas  Newell  for  the  paying  of  two  pownds  in 
wheat  and  pease  at  Hartford  where  the  sayd 
Thomas  Shall  apoynt.” 

1655,  Sept.  6.  Vol.  11,  PP  76  &  73  C  C:  Thomas 
Newell  helps  to  appraise  the  estates  of  William 
Addams,  £36-03-00;  and  Thomas  Upson,  £108-16- 
06  -  both  of  Farmington. 

1658,  Apl.  10.  Vol.  1,  p  7  C  R:  “The  Children 
that  were  in  adult,  when  we  entered  into  covenant 
at  Farmington  according  to  the  account  of  the 
Church,  not  being  above  13  years  old.”  Under 
this  heading  several  sets  of  children  are  recorded. 
In  one  Farmington  book  these  are  indexed  as 
“taking  the  half  way  covenant:” 

“THOMAS  NEWELL’S  CHILDREN 
Rebecca  Newell  14  years  old,  about  January  1657 
Mary  Newell  12  years  old,  about  March  1658 
John  Newell  10  years  old,  about  January  1657 
Thomas  Newell  8  years  old,  about  March  1658 
Hester  Newell  5  years  old,  about  July,  1657.” 

1659/60,  Mch.  1.  Vol.  2,  p  133  C  C:  Thomas 
Newell  was  sworne  Constable  ffor  ffarmington.” 

1668,  9,  Mch.  4.  Vol.  3,  p83CC:  “This  Court 
frees  Abram  Randall  from  training  watching  & 
wardcing  likewise  Thomas  Newell  &  John  Roote 
Senr  have  the  same  privelcdg  granted  them.” 
In  many  cases  on  the  old  records  we  find  men  ex¬ 
cused  from  military  duty  “having  reached  the 
age  of  sixty  years.”  It  might  be  that  this  is  the 
case  with  Thomas  Newell  Senr;  but  aside  from 
this  we  would  not  rate  him  as  quite  so  old  as  yet. 

1669,  Oct.  12.  Vol.  II,  p  521  G  C,  Ptd:  The 
Farmington  census  roll  of  freemen,  ordered  by  the 
General  Court  for  all  Connecticut  towns  on  May 
13th  previous,  contains  forty  two  names  of  whom 
Thomas  Newall  Sen’r  is  one. 

1669/70,  Jan’y  18.  Vol.  I,  p  12  T  V:  “Att  a 
toun  meetinge.  There  was  three  highways  ac¬ 
cepted  beinge  layed  out  by  a  Committy  chosen  to 
that  purpose  as  Mr.  Hawkins,  John  Norton, 
Thomas  Nuel.” 

1670/71,  Jan’y  18.  Vol.  I,  p  15  T  V:  A  land 
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division,  "in  the  Swampe  lying  one  the  branches 
of  Mattebesit  River,”  is  now  “given  to  serverall 
men”  on  condition  that  it  ever  remain  a  part  of 
Farmington  and  tliat  they  "never  rend  themselves 
from  the  town  without  the  town’s  consent.” 
Thomas  Nuel  Sent  drew  20  acres  in  this  distribu¬ 
tion. 

1672,  Sept.  5.  Vol.  Ill,  p  123  C C:  Tho:  Newell 
is  on  the  jury  at  Hartford,  and  he  served  there 
also  on  Apl.  1,  1673  and  on  Nov.  11,  1674. 

1673,  Oct.  9.  P  5  Waterbury  Hist  (1858); 

- - - Thomas  Newell  Sen’r  heads  the  party  of  26  cit¬ 
izens  of  Farmington  who  petition  the  General  Court  for  permission  to  make  a  settlement  at  Matitacooke, 
later  known  as  Waterbury.  Attached  to  same  is  a  certificate  signed  by  Thomas  Newell  Sen’r,  and  two 
others,  saying  that  "having  bene  too  view  Matitacoocke  in  referans  to  a  plantation  doo  Judge  it  Capable 
of  the  same.”  His  original  signature  to  this  report  may  be  seen  in  the  Waterbury  History.  The  Court 
thereupon  named  a  Committee  of  three,  Lt.  Thomas  Bull,  chairman,  to  visit  the  place  and  report  to  the 
Court  at  the  May  Session  next.  The  above  report  is  on  file  in  Vol.  I,  document  163,  Towns  and  Lands, 
Connecticut  State  Library. 

1673/4,  Jan’y  8.  Vol.  1 1 1,  p  366  L  R :  Thomas  Newell’s  rating  in  the  list  of  84  proprietors  of  Farmington, 
as  of  1672,  was  £167-00.  This  rates  as  6th  in  size  and  is  7th  in  order. 


bestow  upon  my  Son  Sami  Newell  of  farmington 
....  all  my  Right  Title  power  claime  in  the 
fore  mentioned  Estate  of  my  Brother  John  Olm¬ 
sted  Deceased.” 

1697/  8,  Fcb’y  24.  Vol.  I,  p  F  back,  L  R,  Farm¬ 
ington:  Ten  months  after  giving  the  above  deed 
Rebecca  Newell  passes  on  to  her  reward.  She  died 
at  home  in  Farmington,  and  was  approximately 
seventy  six  years  old.  Here  is  the  way  the  town  re¬ 
cord  has  it:  “The  wife  of  Thomas  Nowell  ye  aged 
Departed  this  life  ye  24'’’  fcbcuary,  1697  8.” 


1674,  June  6.  P  9  Do:  Thomas  Newell  Sen’r  subscribes  to  a  £100  interest  in  the  new  plantation  of 
Mattatuck.  Thirty  one  subscribers  took  £2,650  total.  Agreement  was  that  they  must  settle  there  within 
four  years.  After  Thomas  Newell’s  signature  in  brackets  are  the  words  [for  son],  indicating  that  he  did  not 
intend  personally  to  exercise  his  right.  He  gave  it,  in  fact,  to  his  son  John  who  did  exercise  it  finally.  The 
last  subscriber  on  the  list  was  "Samll  Gridly  £90;”  but  directly  after  it  are  the  words  “th  ncwell”,  indica¬ 
ting  that  Thomas  Newell  Jun’r  bought  it  very  shortly. 

1674,  Oct.  10.  Vol.  II 1,  p  141  C  C:  William  Corby  of  Haddam  dies  leaving  Thomas  Newell  a  creditor. 
Thirty  one  creditors  are  named  but  no  amounts  are  stated. 

1676,  Sept.  5.  Pp  163  &  165  Do;  Thomas  Newell  Sen’r  helps  to  appraise  the  inventory  ofSergt.  John 
Hawkins’  Estate,  totalling  £130-04-00.  Also  estate  of  Jobana  Smith,  £30-10-09. 

1676/7,  Mch.  10.  Vol.  I,  51  TV:  Here  we  find  a  fencing  apportionment  “of  the  Fence  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Great  Meadow  as  followeth:  beginning  by  the  River  at  John  Warner’s  farme.  ”  This  work  was  ap¬ 
portioned  to  56  settlers.  We  assume  both  of  the  following  refer  to  Thomas  Newell  Senr  though  Thomas 
Junr  was  now  of  age  and  was  planning  to  go  to  Waterbury  and  probably  did  not  buy  land  in  Farmington: 
“61y  Thomas  Newell  Twenty  five  Rod.”  "91y  Thomas  Nuel  Ten  Rod.” 

1679/'80,  Mch.  1.  Vol.  I,  p  16  C  R:  "Thos  Newel  &  his  wife”  are  third  on  the  list  of  42  heads  of  families 
who  were  members  of  the  Farmington  Church  in  full  communion.  To  be  rated  third  in  a  list  like  this  was 
a  mark  of  high  distinction. 

1683,  Aug.  30.  Vol.  IV,  p  152  C  C:  Thomas  Newell  Sen’r  was  witness  to  the  will  of  our  William  Lewis 
Senior  of  Farmington. 

1683,  Sept.  6.'  P  71  Do:  At  a  County  Court,  Tho  Newell  was  on  the  jury  at  Hartford. 

1686,  April  26.  Vol.  I,  p  31  T  V:  “At  a  towne  meeting  there  was  chosen  Capt'  William  Lewis  and  John 
Norten  senr  and  Thomas  Newell  senr,”  and  two  others,  “to  laye  out  the  highwayes  formerly  graunted  by 
the  towne.” 

1686.  P  33  Do:  “  Att  a  towne  meeting  in  ye  year  1686  there  was  granted  to  Thomas  Newil  senor  so 
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much  land  as  he  may  range  his  fence  straight  to  inclose  his  land  on  ye  upher  side  of  ye  river  by  eighty 
acoLir  bridg.” 

1689,  Sept.  13.  Vol.  I,  p  F  back,  L  R:  Thomas  Newell  Senior  dies  at  his  home  in  Farmington,  intestate. 
The  entry  reads  this  way:  “Thomas  Nuell  y'  aged  Departed  This  life  the  thirtenth  of  September  in  ye 
yere  one  thousand  six  hundred  eighty  nine.”  If  he  was  60  in  1669  when  excused  from  training  he  reached 
the  age  of  80. 

1689,  Oct.  15.  Vol.  IV,  Nos.  1'2'3  P  C:  Elizabeth  Marvin  Olmstead  of  Norwich,  widow  of  Dr.  John, 
wills  to  “Hannah  (the  Indian  Maide)  and  to  the  nine  children  of  brother  and  sister  Nuell  of  Farmington,” 
5s  apiece. 

1689,  Nov.  6.  Vol.  V,  p  5  C  C:  “An  Inventory  of  the  estate  of  Thomas  Newell  was  exhibited  in  court 
&  oath  made  by  the  relict  that  she  hath  made  a  true  presentment  of  the  estate.  The  Court  grants  adm.  on 
the  estate  to  the  widow  &  Samuel  Newell  &  appoynts  Capt.  John  Stanly  3l  Samuel  Cowles  to  be  overseers 
by  counsell  &  advice  to  assist  the  widow  in  her  affayres  &  with  Samuell  Newell  to  distribute  the  estate  to 
the  children  of  Thomas  Newell  according  to  a  writing  presented  under  the  hands  &  scales  of  John  Newell, 
Samuel  Newell,  John  Stanly,  Thomas  Stanly,  which  writeing  this  court  doth  state  as  the  rule  by  which  the 
distribution  is  to  be  made.” 


1689,  Nov.  7.  P  14  Do:  “An  Invatory  of  Thomas  Newell  senier  deceased: 

Bras,  pewter  and  tinn  ....-••••• 

Chiney  earthen  ware  &  hous  all  iron  ....... 

In  wooden  ware  In  the  house 

Bediiig  &  bed  stedles  .....••••• 

Wareing  cloathing  .....■••••• 

Lining  Cheeses  with  other  things  ........ 

Neate  Cattell  hors  sheep  &  swine 

medow  land  and  up  land  at  • 

Team  tackling  with  other  things  &  arms . 

Provision  In  the  hous  barr  wedges  di  sadles  ...... 

Come,  stillyards,  books  &  other  things . 


£020-19-00 

005-15-06 

005-08-06 

026-01-06 

012-04-06 

037-12-06 

051-10-00 

248-00-00 

007-16-06 

024-17-00 

009-12-06 


Apprized  by  us: 

John  Stanly 
Samuel  Cowles 


£449-17-06 


“The  names  &  ages  of  the  children: 

John  Newall  42  years 

Thomas  Newall  39  years 

Samuel  Newall  28  years 

Rebeckah  Woodford  46  years 


Mary  Bascom  44  years 

Hester  Stanley  37  years 

Sarah  Smith  34  years 

Hannah  North  31  years 


“An  acco‘  of  the  severall  summs  that  the  children  of  Mr,  Thomas  Newell  have  allready  received  out  of 
their  father’s  estate  before  he  deceased:  The  Eldest  son  John  £34;  Thomas  Newell  £65;  Samuel  Newell  as 
much  as  his  deed  of  guift  will  make  appeare;  Rebecka  Woodford  £30;  Mary  Bacsom  £40;  Hester  Stanly 
£28;  Sarah  Smith  £40;  Hana  North  £28.” 

1689,  Nov.  8.  P  14  Do:  “Whereas,  Thomas  Newell  of  Farmington,  lately  deceased,  died  without  any 
Will,  it  is  mutually  agreed  between  the  Widow  of  the  sd  Newell  &  all  the  Children  that  were  present  at  the 
County  Court  when  the  Dist.  of  Thomas  Newell’s  Estate  was  made,  viz:  The  oldest  son  John  Newell, 
Samuel  Newell,  John  Stanley,  Thomas  North,  that  married  two  of  the  daughters,  Hester  &  Hannah;  that 
what  each  child  had  formerly  received  of  their  father  Thomas  shall  be  recokoned  and  accounted  as  part  of 
thier  portion,  and  with  what  the  oldest  son,  John  Newell,  had  already  received  he  is  to  have  a  double  por- 
tion  of  all  the  land  of  his  deceased  father  of  all  sorts  and  kinds  whatsoever,  and  after  the  widow’s  thirds  are 
taken  out  of  all  the  personal  or  moveable  effects,  then  the  aforesd  eldest  son  John  Newell  agreed  to  take 
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up  with  a  single  or  equal  proportion  of  the  personal  estate  with  his  younger  brothers  and  sisters;  all  which 
above  writen  the  eldest  son,  John  Newell,  doth  freely  accept  as  his  full  portion  out  of  his  deceased  father’s 
estate,  relinguishing  any  farther  claim  or  right  he  now  hath  or  might  have  on  his  deceased  father’s  estate, 
out  of  his  naturall  love  and  affection  unto  his  other  brothers  and  sisters. 

"Further  the  widow  &  Relict  of  the  sd  Thomas  Newell  reserveth  the  full  dispose  of  her  thirds  of  all  the 
Moveable  Estate  for  her  own  maintenance.  It  is  also  agreed  by  the  Widow  &  children  that  Rebeckah 
Woodford,  gr.  Child  of  the  forementioned  Thomas  Newell,  that  hath  lived  several  years  with  her  gr. 
Father  &  Mother,  shall  have  £10  in  Moveable  ELstate  given  her  out  of  her  gr.  Fathers  Estate. 

"Also  it  is  mutually  agreed  by  the  sons  of  the  said  Thomas  Newell  that  they  possess  all  the  lands  of  their 
father  Ujxm  these  conditions,  that  they  do  pay  their  sisters  so  much  in  current  money,  for  that  part  of  thier 
portion;  that  is  to  say,  after  that  value.  If  the  moveable  estate  will  not  pay  their  portion  -  that  is  to  say, 
after  their  value  that  the  land  is  appraised  at  -  they  are  to  redeem  in  Country  pay;  before  any  other  Dis¬ 
tribution  be  made. 

"Lastly  we  have  given  into  the  Worshipfull  Court  the  several  sums  that  each  of  the  Children  have  al¬ 
ready  received,  as  near  as  we  can,  intreating  them  to  make  an  equal  Distribution  of  the  forementioned 
Estate  according  to  our  Agreement.  Unto  all  which  we  have  set  to  our  Hands  &  Seals  this  8th  of  November, 
1689.  Rebeckah  Newell,  LS.  John  Stanly,  LS. 

Witness:  George  Grave  John  Newell,  LS.  Thomas  North,  LS.” 

Caleb  Stanly  Samuel  Newell,  LS. 

The  Inventory  of  £449-17-6  with  addition  of  the  sums  distributed  before  death  (£265)  gives  a  total  of 
£714-17-6,  a  very  sizable  estate  for  his  day. 

1722,  June  22.  P  389  S’th’n  Hist:  In  the  distribution  of  the  "South  Division”  Southington,  which  was 
surveyed  in  1672,  the  84  proprietors  of  Farmington  then  listed,  though  now  mostly  dead,  now  receive  their 
portions.  Thomas  Newell  receives  Lot  28,  which  was  412  Rods  E  &  W,  91J:i  Rods  wide  in  east  tier,  26 
Rods  wide  in  middle  tier,  the  whole  containing  30234  Acres. 

1728,  Dec.  15.  P391  Do:  The  "Shuttle  Meadow  Division”  was  now  distributed  to  the  same  84  proprie¬ 
tors.  Tho.  Newel  drew  lot  84,  which  reads  rather  peculiarly  as  follows:  "Length  on  the  South  next  Clark’s 
150  Rods  and  on  the  North  side  22  rods  butting  east  on  Highway  10  Rods  wide.  North  partly  on  the  flank 
of  divers  lots  in  Blue  Hills  division,  &  partly  on  a  2  rod  highway  &  partly  on  a  4  rod  highway  &  partly  on 
a  2  rod  highway.” 

CHILDREN 

(all  bom  at  Farmington) 

1.  REBECCA  b.  Jan’y,  1643/4;  m.  Joseph  Woodford  3  ch 

They  were  first  of  Farmington;  then  removed  in  1667  to  Northfield,  Mass. 

2.  MARY  b.  Mch.,  1645/6;  m.  Mch.  20,  1667,  Thomas  Bascomb 

They  lived  in  Northampton,  Mass.  He  was  b.  1641,  Windsor,  Ct. 

3.  JOHN  b.  Jan’y.  1647/8;  m. - ;  he  d.June  16,  1696,  a:  49  she  d. 

John  &  Thomas  were  soldiers  in  King  Philip’s  War.  He  was  a  first  proprietor  of  Waterbury,  Ct.  (1679).  In 

1694  he  returned  to  Farmington;  left  no  family. 

4.  THOMAS  b.  Mch.,  1649/50;  m.  Nov.  5,  1679,  Elizabeth  Wrotham  (sec  below) 

5.  ESTHER  b.  July,  1652;  m.  Nov.  18,  1669,  Capt.  John  Stanley;  she  d.  Jan’y  29,  1739/40,  ae  88  he  d.  May  16,  9  ch 

1729,  a;  82 

They  were  Of  Farmington  and  Waterbury,  Conn.,  where  he  was  a  first  proprietor  &  first  recorder;  also  repre¬ 
sented  Waterbury  in  General  Court. 

6.  SARAH  bp.  Feb’y  18,  1654/5;  m.  bef.  Apl.  14,  1684,  Arthur  Smith;  she  d.  he  d.  a  Jan’y,  1712/13 

They  lived  in  Hartford;  his  inv’y,  £272-15-04. 

7.  MARTHA  bp.  Apl.  14,  1658  “about” 

She  died  before  Nov.  2,  1689  when  brother  Joseph’s  estate  was  distributed. 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


8. 


9. 


10. 


HANNAH  b.  1656;  m.  1669,  Thomas  North;  she  d.  Nov.  4,  1757,  ac  lOI  he  d.  a  Dec.,  1712,  a:  63 

She  was  bp.  Apl.  14,  1658  and  was  pcrliaps  twin  of  Martha.  Hannah  was  married  at  13,  had  two  sons  at  17  and 
lived  to  be  101.  He  was  a  soldier  in  King  Philip’s  War.  They  lived  in  Farmington  up  towards  Avon;  his 
inv’y,  £223-13-10. 

ENS.  SA.MUEL  bp.  Dec.  5,  1660;  m.  Dec.  20,  1683,  Mary  Hart,  he  d.  Feb’y  15,  1753,  a=  93  she  d.  Apl.  28, 

1752,  a;  86  , ,  •  •  j  u  u 

He  was  co-executor  with  mother  in  settling  his  father’s  estate.  They  resided  in  Farmington.  He  joined  church 

in  1687. 


10  ch 


7  ch 


JOSEPH  bp.  Apl.  20,  1664;  he  d.  bet.  Nov.  2  and  Nov.  14,  16S9,  a:  25 

He  lived  in  Farmington,  probably  at  home.  He  was  not  married.  Inv’y,  £57-09-00.  Estate  was  distributed  to 

brothers  and  sisters. 


THOMAS  NEWELL 
ELIZABETH  WROTHAM 
b. - 

d.  Jan’y  8,  1739/40 


b.  Mch.,  1649/50 

m.  Nov.  5,  1679 
d.  Oct.  25,  1723 
£c  73 


1682,  May  14.  Vol.  1,  p  18  C  R:  Elizabeth 
Wrotham  Newell  joins  the  Farmington  Church  and 
she  planned  it  on  the  day  when  her  first  child 
Thomas  was  baptised.  Here  is  her  record :  “  Eliza¬ 
beth  Newill,  wife  of  Thomas  Newell  Junr,  joined 
May  14,  1682.” 

1686,  Nov.  28.  Vol.  V,  p  14  C  C;  Her  father 
Simon  Wrotham  names  “my  daughter  Newell” 
joint  executor  of  his  will  with  her  husband,  two  of 
their  sons  and  his  own  son.  She  receives  the  North 
end  of  her  father’s  home  lot  and  his  house;  also  a 
soldier  lot  of  six  acres;  also  a  4-acre  lot;  also  the 
use  of  his  prentice  for  six  months,  each  of  the  first 
three  summers,  and  if  his  own  son  Simon  “  doe  not 
use  him  well,  1  assign  him  wholly  to  my  daughter 
Newell  &  her  children.” 


1723,  Dec.  2.  The  Court  at  Hartford  “grants 
letters  of  Administration  on  the  Estate  of  Thomas 
Newell,  late  of  Farmington,  deceased,  unto  Eliza¬ 
beth  Newell,  widow,  and  Thomas  Newell,  son  of 
deceased.” 

1739,  Dec.  19.  Vol.  XIII,  p  201  P  Ct,  Hartford; 
“In  the  Name  of  God  Amen,  I  Elizabeth  Newell 
of  Farmingtown,  widow’  woman  being  aged  and 
weak  of  body  but  of  sound  mind  &  memory 
Thanks  be  given  to  God  therefor;  Calling  to  mind 
the  mortallit-y  of  my  Body,  Knowing  that  it  is 
appoynted  for  all  men  once  to  Die,  do  make  & 
ordaine  this  my  last  will  and  testament. 

“First  I  recommend  my  sould  into  the  hands  of 
God  that  Gave  it  and  my  Body  I  recommend  to 
the  Earth  to  be  Decently  buried  by  my  Executors 


1649  50,  Mch.  Vol.  I,  p  7  C  R;  Thomas  New'ell 
Jun'r  was  born  in  Farmington  very  close  to  the 
middle  of  the  century.  The  town,  like  himself,  was 
in  swaddling  clothes  for  it  was  yet  three  years 
before  the  Church  was  founded  there.  On  the 
other  side  of  the  water  there  w’as  one  born  to  fame 
this  year  whose  life  was  practically  co-extensive 
with  that  of  Thomas  Newell;  Jeremy  Collier  was 
born  at  Stow  cum  Quy  in  Cambridgeshire.  He 
had  some  geneological  bent,  as  ministers  often  do, 
and  his  largest  work  w-as  the  “Great  Historical, 
Geographical,  Genealogical  and  Poetical  Diction¬ 
ary  (1701-02).  He  was  a  notable  Nonjuror  and 
purifier  of  the  English  Stage  and  crushed  every  op¬ 
position  by  his  “  complete  mastership  of  the  rhetor¬ 
ic  of  honest  indignation.”  Though  the  fight  against 
the  downward  bent  of  the  stage  is  never  fully 
won,  he  carried  the  Country  with  him  in  distinctly 
raising  the  tone  of  the  English  drama,  his  famous 
“Short  view  of  the  Immorality  and  Profaneness 
of  the  English  Stage”  (1697)  falling  “like  a  thun¬ 
derbolt  among  the  wits.”  He  died  in  1726  only 
three  years  after  our  Thomas. 

When  still  eighteen  Thomas’  experience  with 
night-walking  met  with  a  jolt.  It  took  two  trials 
and  fines  apparently  to  cure  him  of  this  bad  habit. 

1669/70,  Jan’y  3.  Vol.  Ill,  p  94  C  C;  “Tho; 
Newell  Jun,  Zachary  Seamor  &  John  Wyatt  for 
their  unseasonable  Night  walkeing  about  the  28th 
of  Novr  last  are  adjudged  to  pay  Tenn  shillings 
a  piece  to  the  County  Treasury.” 

1671,  Apl.  5.  P  1 10  Do;  “Thomas  Newell  Junr 
&  Thomas  North  for  their  unseasonable  Night 
walkeing  are  adjudged  to  pay  Tenn  shillings  a 
piece  to  the  publique  Treasury  of  this  County.” 

1674,  June  6.  P  10  Waterbury  Hist  (1858); 
Thomas  Newell  became  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
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&  Christian  friends  ....  first  my  will  is  that 
all  my  Debts  Dews  and  Demands  should  be  paid 
out  of  my  moveable  Estate.  Item  I  give  unto  my 
son  Thomas  Newell  my  I  louse  and  Barn  and  ye 
lott  on  which  they  stand,  and  all  my  land  adjoiiv 
ing  thereto,  to  him,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever. 

“  Item  I  give  unto  my  son  Simon  Newell  fourty 
Shillings,  to  be  paid  unto  him  by  my  executor 
hereafter  named,  out  of  my  moveable  estate. 

"  Item  I  give  unto  my  daughter  Elizabeth  Lewes 
alias  Newell  all  my  Wearing  Cloaths. 

“Item  I  give  unto  my  son  Joseph  Newell  my 
feather  Bed  with  all  the  furniture  for  sd  Bed. 

"Item  I  give  unto  my  daughter  Easter  Newell 
and  to  my  son  Thomas  Newell  and  to  my  son 
Joseph  Newell  all  the  Remaining  part  and  Residue 
of  my  estate  in  what  kind  or  degree  soever,  to  be 
equally  divided  between  them. 

“Lastly,  1  make  my  son  Thomas  Newell  whole 
and  sole  executor  to  this  my  Last  will  cc  Testa- 
ment. 

Elizabeth  X  Newell  LS.’’ 

Witness:  Joh.n  Newell 

Ephraim  Smith  Jr 
Sarah  X  Smith 

1739/40,  Jan’y  8.  Vol.  VI,  p  10  L  R:  "Eliza¬ 
beth  Newel  widow  Departed  this  Life  Janur  ye 
8th  Day  A  D  1739/40.”  If  she  was  of  about  the 
same  age  as  her  husband,  she  was  within  two 
months  of  reaching  ninety  years.  She  may  have 
been  even  ten  years  younger  and  still  nineteen  at 
marriage.  The  chances  are  that  she  was  at  least 
past  eighty.  "Old  age”,  said  Cicero,  "especially 
an  honored  old  age,  has  so  great  authority  that 
this  is  of  more  value  than  all  the  pleasures  of 
youth.”  At  say  sixty-five  or  so  the  Court  recog¬ 
nized  her  ability  to  handle  her  husband’s  estate 
and  it  shows  good  executive  ability  and  authority 
in  old  age  to  have  kept  £207  intact  until  the  eight¬ 
ieth  winter  has  come  and  gone. 

1740,  Sept.  2.  Vol.  XIII,  p  73  P  Ct,  Hartford: 
"Will  exhibited  in  Court  by  the  executor  named 
therein  [.son  Thomas]  who  refused  the  trust  and 
desired  that  his  cousin  James  Newell  of  Fanning- 
ton  be  Adm.  This  Court  grant  him  letters  of 
Adrns.  w'ith  the  will  annexed.  Recog.,  £200,  with 
Samuel  Newell  of  Farmington.” 

1740,  Oct.  P  201  Do:  “An  Inventory  of  Eliz- 


Waterbury,  taking  up  the  right  of  £90  which 
Samuel  Gridley  had  first  subscribed  for  but  did 
not  exercise.  The  war  intervened  to  delay  actual 
settlement.  The  next  two  items  following  the  war 
item,  show  the  first  divisions  of  lots  and  fencing 
at  Waterbury.  The  Waterbury  records  unfor¬ 
tunately  do  not  show  any  elections  to  office  prior 
to  1698.  Any  honor  that  Thomas  had  in  this  line 
will  therefore  never  be  known. 

1676,  May  1.  Vol.  II,  p  439  G  C,  Ptd:  The 
Council  of  war  here  orders  as  many  volunteers  as 
po.ssible  in  Farmington  to  be  raised  and  marched 
to  Hadley,  Mass.,  in  King  Philip’s  war.  Thomas 
Newell  and  his  brother  John  were  known  to  have 
been  in  the  war  by  reason  of  the  "Soldier  lots” 
granted  to  them  when  the  war  was  over.  (See 
Julius  Gay’s  "  f-armington  soldiers  in  the  Colonial 
Wars.”) 

1678  9,  Mch.  11.  Vol.  I,  p  5  P  R,  Mattatuck, 
Ptd:  “Thee  order  which  is  the  adition  of  the  hous 
Loots  in  maticok  as  it  is  too  be  tackenup.”  Here  fol¬ 
lows  the  first  list  of  33  Waterbury  proprietors  in 
which  we  find  the  following  family  names,  numbers 
7  and  9  however,  being  the  only  ones  in  our  direct 
lines:  "No  5  Abraham  Andrus;  7  John  Bronson; 
9  Thomas  nuill;  12  John  nuill;  15  Adward  scott; 
20  Themothy  Standly;  24  John  Standly;  27  obi- 
diah  richards;  30  Isack  bronson.” 

1679,  May.  Vol.  I,  p  7  P  R,  Waterbury: 
"Devistion  of  Land  and  fens  Manhan  and  Steels 
Medow.  The  Loots  as  they  fell  in  this  divishon  in 
or  by  drawing.”  Thirty  four  proprietors  partici¬ 
pated,  the  family  names  being  now  in  a  new  order: 
“  1.  John  Bronson  1)^  a  16  r;  4.  Edmun  Scot  2  a; 
5.  obidiah  richards  IJ^  a  16  r;  7.  John  nuill  2  a; 
16.  Tho.  nuill  1  a  3  roods  8  rods;  19.  isack  bronson 
2  a;  27.  John  Standly  2  a;  30.  timothy  standly 
1  a  3  roods  24  rods.” 

1679,  Nov.  5.  Vol.  I,  p  J  back,  L  R,  Farming- 
ton:  In  between  the  lot  drawings  comes  the  wed¬ 
ding.  Thomas  was  twenty  nine  years  old,  while 
our  best  guess  for  the  bride  is  twenty  one.  Here  is 
the  quaint  record:  “Thomas  Newell  was  maryed 
to  Elizabeth  Wrotham  the  5  of  November  In  ye 
yeare  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy 
nighne.”  Something  intervened  to  delay  both 
Thomas  and  his  brother  John  in  the  carrying  out 
of  their  agreements  to  settle  in  Waterbury.  This 
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abeth  Newells  Estate  late  of  Farmington  Deceased 
is  as  followeth: 

3  gowns  3/;  1  ridinghood  17s  9(1;  peti- 

coats  4/  6s;  7  handkerefs . £  9- 17-00 

11  laced  caps  21  4s;  3  aprons  8s;  1  pr 
stays  5s  3d;  3  shirts  28s;  1  pr  shoes  8s; 

2  pr  stockings  6s .  4-19-00 

1  brass  Kettle  71;  1  box  iron  two  heters 
1  Is  6d;  puter  platter  9s;  1  prshects  2/ 10s  10-10-06 

four  sheep  3/;  one  Cow  71 .  10-00-00 

One  Dwelling  House  &  Barn  &  thirteen 

Acres  of  Land  more  or  less . 140-00-00 

10  other  lines  of  personal  &  household 
things .  31-15-00 

John  Newell  |  £207-01-06-' 

1740/1,  March  3.  P  83  Do:  "Jonathan  Lewis 
of  Farmington,  in  right  of  his  wife,  a  daughter  of 
sd  deed.,  now  appeals  from  a  decree  of  this  Court 
granting  Administration  to  James  Newell  on  sd 
estate  to  the  Superior  Court.  Recog.  £10.” 

1741,  June  2.  P  90  Do:  "James  Newell,  Adm., 
exhibited  an  account  of  his  Adms.,  which  account 
is  accepted.  Also,  the  sd  Adms.  moves  for  a  dist., 
whereupon  this  Court  appoints  Capt.  John  Newell 
and  Lt.  John  Rew,  of  Farmington,  distributors.” 

1741,  June  2.  P  Ct  File,  Distribution:  To 
Elizabeth  Lewis,  alias  Newell,  to  Joseph  Newell, 
to  Simon  Newell,  to  Thomas  Newell,  to  Esther 
Newell.  By  John  Newell  and  John  Rew,  Distribu¬ 
tors. 


acres,  making  in  the  whole  three  and  a  half  acres, 
tory. 


appears  in  the  proprietors’  complaint  of  February, 
1682  1683.  John  was  married,  too,  but  we  do  not 
know  when  or  who  he  chose.  Wives  have  their 
potent  say  in  moving  plans  and  perhaps  they  pre¬ 
ferred,  with  good  reason,  nearly  40  year  old 
Farmington  to  one  or  two  year  old  Waterbur>'. 

1679,  Nov.  27.  Vol.  1,  p  13  P  R:  "The  Devistion 
to  the  Straits.  The  lots  as  they  fall  by  suckseson.” 
Thirty  four  lots  again  are  drawn.  Thomas  Newell 
draws  No.  27  and  the  figure  90  against  his  name 
means  probably  the  £90  right  which  he  owned. 
John  Newell  drew  No.  15  with  no  figure  assigned. 

1682/3,  Feb’y  6.  Vol.  I,  p  17  P  R:  "Complants 
of  severall  men  not  building  acording  to  artyculs 
[Feb.  1682]:  Tho:  Nuel  came  not  according 
Articles  neither  Built  according  to  Articles  & 
House  not  finished”  ....  "John  Neul  com- 
playncd  of  for  neglect  of  cohabitation”  .  .  . 
"Wee  do  by  these  Adjudg  and  Condemn  their 
Allotments  to  be  forfeited”;  yet  if  these  delin¬ 
quents  "shall  cohabit  upon  the  place  one  compleat 
year,  as  addissionall  to  the  four  yeares  injoyned 
in  that  Article  made  to  that  purpose  in  May  30, 
1674,”  they  will  be  reinstated.  Thomas  and 
John  both  "Submitted”  and  regained  their 
property.  Thomas  built  his  house  on  the  north 
side  of  West  Main  street,  next  to  the  property  of 
our  John  Bronson.  It  was  next  east  of  Thomas 
Hancox,  who  sold  out  to  Lieut.  Judd.  Thomas 
Nelson  then  bought  the  lot  (with  the  house)  and 
added  it  to  his  own  lot  of  one  and  three  quarters 
See  the  village  of  Mattatuck  map  in  Waterbury  His- 


1686,  Nov.  28.  Vol.  V,  p  14  C  C:  His  father-in-law  Simon  Wrotham  makes  “my  son  Newell”  joint 
executor  of  his  estate  in  conjunction  with  Thomas’  wife  and  their  two  children  Thomas  and  Simon,  now 
only  5  and  3  years  old. 

1688,  April  17.  Vol.  I,  p  225  P  R:  In  the  earliest  land  division  made  after  the  town  of  Waterbury  was 
incorporated  (May  13,  1686)  there  are  34  participants  but  no  amounts  arc  stated  individually.  Tho  Nuell 
and  John  Brunson  are  among  them. 

1689,  Oct.  15.  Vol.  IV,  No.  1  P  C:  The  will  of  Elizabeth  Marvin  Olmstead,  wife  of  Dr.  John  Olmstead 
of  Norwich,  Ct.,  dec’d,  makes  bequest  of  5s  apiece  to  the  nine  children  of  brother  and  sister  Newell  of 
Farmington.  Our  Thomas  is  one  of  these  nine  children  and  is  now  39  years  old. 


1689,  Nov.  2.  Vol.  V,  p  47  C  C:  Joseph  Newell,  age  25,  bequeaths  estate  to  brothers  Thomas  and  John 
and  sisters  Rebecca,  Mary,  Sarah,  Esther  and  Hannah.  The  Estate  inventoried  at  £57-09-00. 


1689,  Nov.  6.  P  13  Do:  Court  Record  shows  that  Thomas  Newell  had  already  received  from  his  father’s 
estate,  before  the  latter’s  death,  sixty  five  pounds.  Seven  children  had  an  aggregate  of  £265  before  father  s 
death. 
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1689/'90,  Mch.  IS.  Vol.  I,  p  33  P  R:  “Att  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  Watterbury  they  did  unane- 
mussly:  desir:  m"^  Jerimy  pcecke  senr  of  grinage:  (Greenwich')  to  setle  with  them  in  the  worcke  of  the  min- 
cstry.”  Twenty  five  proprietors  sign  the  agreement  to  pay  “ecth  of  us:  our  proportions  of  sixty:  pounds 
by  the  yere:  to  be  payed  fifty:  pounds  in  provition  pay;  and  ten  pounds  in  wood  and  thus  to  doe  yerly.” 
Our  John  Brownson  and  Thomas  Newell  are  among  them.  Rev.  Mr.  Peck  was  son  of  Deacon  William 
Peck  of  New  Haven  and  he  became  Waterbury’s  first  minister. 

1690,  June  6.  Vol.  I,  p  57  L  R:  “Lands  in  Watterbury  belonging  to  Thomas  Newell  and  his  heirs:  one 
parcell  on  which  his  Dwelling  hous  now  standeth  containing  by  estimation  3J^  acres.”  Under  the  same 
date  six  other  parcells  of  land  are  recorded  ranging  from  two  acres  to  100  acres  each.  This  record  is  made 
probably  just  prior  to  the  return  to  Farmington.  He  is  getting  his  house  in  order.  A  Waterbury  History 
says,  “soon  after  Thomas  Newell  subscribed  to  Mr.  Peck’s  settlement  he  followed  the  bad  example  of 
Joseph  Hickox,  Thomas  Hancock  and  Benjamin  Jones  and  left  the  town.  He  was  in  Farmington  Nov.  6, 
1690,  where  I  hope  he  made  himself  useful.”  As  a  matter  of  fact  Thomas’  father  Thomas  Newell  of  Fann- 
ington  had  died  the  year  before  (1689)  and  it  may  well  be  that  the  decision  to  return  was  influenced  there¬ 
by,  either  because  of  mother’s  need  or  other  cause. 

1690,  Nov.  6.  Vol.  II,  part  1,  p  239  L  R,  Waterbury:  “Thomas  Newill  and  Elizabeth  Newill  of  farm- 
ington  sometime  living  at  Watterbury  for  &  in  consideration  of  several  parcells  of  land  in  farmington  which 
in  the  distribution  made  by  the  honored  Court  was  made  to  my  sister  Hester  Nov.  8,  1689”  ....  do 
now  “sell  to  my  Brother  John  Standly  ”  4  acres  of  meadow  in  Waterbury. 

1692/3,  Mch.  2.  P  168  Waterbury  Hist  (1858):  Thomas  Newell  sold  his  homestead  in  Waterbury  to 
Thomas  Richason  for  £60,  and  afterward  Isaac  Bronson  bought  his  right,  in  the  undivided  lands. 

1693,  July  4.  Vol.  I,  p  20  C  R,  Farmington:  “John  Case  of  Simsbury  and  Thomas  Newell,  of  Farming- 
ton,  joined  July  4,  1693.” 

1694/5,  Mch.  4.  Vol.  I,  p  65  T  V,  Farmington:  “Att  the  same  meetinge  there  was  granted  to  Samuel 
Gridly  five  acres  of  land  att  the  South  end  of  Ffarmington  abuttinge  south  upon  Thomas  Nuels  Hous  lott 
and  West  upon  the  Highway,  provided  he  build  a  sufficient  mansion  House  upon  it  within  four  years  or 
otherA'ise  it  shall  return  again  to  the  town.  ”  This  shows  that  Thomas  Newell  had  a  house  lot  at  least  in 
the  Southington  section  of  Farmington. 

1696,  Aug.  6.  Vol.  I,  p  15  L  R,  Waterbury:  Thomas  Nuell  of  Farmingtown  sells  to  Daniell  Porter  of 
Waterbur>',  for  55s  in  current  silver  money  3  acres  of  land  on  Mill  River  in  Waterbury. 

1696,  Sept.  3.  Vol.  V,  P  1 17  C  C:  Thomas  Newell  and  brother  Samuel  present  the  will  of  their  brother 
John  Newell  to  the  Court;  but  the  contradictions  are  so  great  the  Court  disallows  it.  Thomas  and  Samuel 
are  appointed  administrators.  John  died  at  Farmington,  after  a  life  spent  in  Waterbury,  without  leaving 
a  family. 

1697,  Apl.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  191  L  R,  Waterbury:  “Know  ye  that  we  Thomas  Newell,  Samuel  Newell, 
Joseph  Woodford,  Arter  Smith,  Thomas  North,  Mary  Bascomb,  being  heirs  together  to  the  estate  of  our 
brother  John  Nuill  being  well  satisfied  that  he  did  bequeath  a  certain  parcell  of  land  to  our  sister  Estor’s 
son  John  Standly,”  do  now  confirm  said  bequest. 

1697,  Apl.  22.  Vol.  6,  p  130  L  R,  Norwich,  Conn.:  In  a  deed  given  by  Thomas’  mother  to  her  son 
Samuel,  conveying  to  him  all  her  rights  in  her  brother  John  Olmstead’s  estate,  she  says,  “my  eldest  son 
Being  Deceased  and  my  Son  Thomas  Newell  refuseing  or  neglecting  to  bee  att  any  Charge  about  the  fore- 
mentioned  estate,”  she  therefore  proceeds  to  give  it  to  “my  son  Sam’l  Newell.” 

1698,  Dec.  21.  Vol.  I,  p  79  T  V:  “At  a  town  meeting  their  was  chosen  Chimneyvewers  for  the  year  en- 
sewing  Samuel  Smith  and  Thomas  Newell.” 

1705,  Apl.  9.  Vol.  VI,  No.  104a  P  C:  Tho  Newel  has  a  proportion  of  £9-13-06  in  the  division  of  the 
“meadows  in  farmington  from  ye  Rear  of  the  lotts  to  ye  River  against  ye  farm.”  In  this  division  101 
citizens  participate.  Brother  Samuel  had  interest  of  £18-8-10. 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


1710  '11  Mch  5  Vol  II,  p  242  L  R:  “Know  all  people  Concerned  by  these  Presents  that  I  Thomas 
Newel  sen’ of  ffarmington  for  divers  vallnable  good  causes  butt  more  especially  my  parential  affection 
Inclining  me  I  have  given  to  my  well  beloved  son  Simon  Newel  ....  the  following  pieces  of  Re. 
b'r  one  parcel  at  Cran  Hall  of  3  acres - one  parcel  of  7  acres  on  Vest  side  ol  ye  River  ^  .  . 

one  parcel  of  10  acres  near  ye  s.w.  corner  of  Rattle  Snak  Hill  .  .  .  .  provided  allways  that  Ifyc  sd  Simon 

dye  without  issue  ye  sd  Land  will  return  to  me  dd  my  heirs.” 

1721  May  20.  P  107  Do;  John  Thomson  dc  Samuel  Thomson,  for  £20,  sell  to  Thomas  Newell  d:  Simon 
Newel,’sons  of  Thomas  Newell  SeiV,  a  place  called  Coxcronk  containing  about  30  acres  which  is  .  3  part 

of  a  46  acre  tract. 

1723  Oct.  25.  Vol.  II,  p  66  L  R:  “Thomas  Newel  yc  2'*  of  ye  Name  Departed  this  Life  octob^  ye  25 
Ano  Dorn  1723.”  He  died  at  home  in  Farmington,  now  being  seventy  three  years  old.  Like  his  fatner  he 
died  intestate.  He  had  made  good  but  he  did  not  equal  his  father  in  lasting  achievements. 

1723  Dec.  2.  Vol.  X,  p  34  P  Ct,  Hartford:  “This  Court  grant  letters  of  Administration  on  the  ^state 

of  Thomas  Newell,  late  of  Farmington,  deceased,  unto  Elizabeth  Newell,  widow,  and  Thomas  Newell, 

son  of  the  deceased.”  „  v,  ,, 

1723/4,  January  1.  P  212  Do:  “An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  Both  Rcall  and  Pcrsonall  of  Thomas  Newell 

Sent.  Deceased,  of  Farmingtown,  is  as  followeth: 

....£  6'00'0 

Item  about  one  acre  &  half  of  meadow  Land 


Part  of  a  lot  in  ye  south  Division  Between  ye  mountains 
3  Lotts  West  of  ye  Resciwed  Land 
13  Acres  of  Boggy  Meadow 
Item  One  Red  Cow 
One  brown  cow 
one  stagg 
One  Red  heifer 

one  young  Calf  £14;  one  young  Bull  £1-2 
One  Horse  £5,  18  sheep  £6:6. 
one  Great  Erase  Kettle  £4-10,  one  Smaller  Brass 
Wearing  Clothes  .  .  .  • 

2  Chests  and  3  pair  of  shetts 
Live  feathers  24  lbs  ... 
five  swine  .  .  .  •  • 

One  barrel  of  Pork  and  2  Meat  Barrels 
Hoggs  fatt  and  4  Tubbs  . 
in  Books  and  Table 
One  old  Mare  .  .  .  • 

61  items  of  household  matter,  &c. 


Kettle  2-10 


67-19  0 
43-10-0 
2-00-0 
3-00-0 

2- 15-0 

3- 15-0 

2- 15-0 
15-02-0 
11-06-0 

7-00-0 
5-06-0 

4- 06-0 

3- 00-0 
3-09-0 
3-10-0 
1-00-0 
0-19-0 
0-  5-0 

31-  6-4 

Total  £218-03-4” 


Apprized  by:  Samuel  Newell 

Nathaniel  Stanley 

Note:  The  above  inventory  is  recorded  in  Vol.  10  in  solid  paragraphs  without  any  extensions  or  totals.  The 
above  are  our  own  extensions  and  totals  which  we  believe  are  about  right. 

1771  Nuv  10  PCtFile  Agreement:  "A  dist.  of  the  estateof  Thomas  Ncivcll  deceased,  made  by  us  the 

suilcrlt"  fourth,'!,,  yt  year  1724,  noumber  ye  10  days:  To  Thomas  Nerve,  1  £65.08.00,  to  Won 
Newell  £22.13.00;  to  Joseph  Newell  £22.13.00;  to  Elizabeth  Newell  wadow,  £29.17.09, 

Lewis  £35-16-09;  to  Sarah  Newell  £31-13-08;  to  Esther  Newell  £31-13-08. 

1725  April  6  Vol.  X,  p  76  P  Ct:  “An  agreement  for  the  settlement  of  the  estate  of  Thomas  Newell, 
late  o  Va^  ngton  deceas'd,  under  the  hanL  and  seals  of  Thomas,  Simeon,  and  Joseph  Newell,  widow 
Efcabeth  Newell,  Elizabeth  Lewis,  Sarah  Newell  and  Esther  Newell,  heirs  to  the  estate,  was  -hibi- 
fed,  and  they  appeared  before  this  Court  and  acknowledged  the  sd  agreement  to  be  their  voluntary 
and  deed,  which  agreement  is  by  this  Court  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  kept  on  11  e. 
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1730,  1,  Feb’y  8.  Vol.  XI,  p  243  P  Ct:  Ens.  Sam’l  Woodruff  of  Farmington,  inv’y,  £2,649-1 3-02  gives 
to  daughter  a  lott  in  North  division  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  at  Nod  (Avon)  ‘‘that  lott  that  wjis  firstly 
Thomas  Newell’s.” 

CHILDREN 

(all  recorded  in  Fannington;  three  and  four  were  born  probably  at  Waterbury;  the  others  at  Farmington) 

1.  TMO.MAS  b.  Oct.  1,  16S1;  m.  July  9,  1713,  Mary  Lee 

Flc  was  bp.  May  14,  16S2.  In  1709  he  participated  in  a  land  division  in  Waterbury.  He  had  no  family. 

2.  SIMON  b.  Apl.  1,  16S3;  m  (1)  Mch.  22,  1711,  Mehitable  Bird;  he  d.  Apl.  1,  1761,  a:  78  she  d.  Oct.  27,  1732 

They  lived  in  Famiington.  He  m  (2)  .May  3,  1733,  wid.  Mary  Wallis. 

3.  SUSANNAH  b.  Apl.  24,  1687;  she  d.  Sept.  24,  1704,  tc  17.  She  was  bp.  on  her  natal  day. 

4.  JOSEPH  b.  Nov.  1,  16S9.  He  lived  in  Southington  end  of  Famiington. 

5.  ELIZABETH  b.  Nov.  29,  1694;  m.  Jan’y  28,  1720,  Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis  (see  below) 

6.  SARAH  b.  Jan’y  1,  1697/8;  she  d.  July  23,  1736.  a:  38 

Sarah  Newell  daughter  of  Thomas  died  unmarried. 

7.  ESTHER  b.  Sept.  12,  1705.  She  is  mentioned  in  Mother’s  will  as  Esther  Newell. 

LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis  b.  1697  m.  Elizabeth  Newell  b.  1694 

Corpl.  Adonijah  Lewis  b.  1722  m.  Mary  Bronson  b.  1743 

Amos  Richards  b.  1759  m.  Lydia  Lewis  b.  1763 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emcline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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RICHARD  OLMESTIZDE  b.  a  1430  1085-86.  P  VI  Olmsted  Genealogy  (1912) :  In 

_  the  Domesday  Book  of  William  the  Conqueror 

_  ’  this  year,  the  name  appears  as  Almesteda,  under 

■  ^  _  “The  Land  of  Suen  of  Essex”  and  "The  Hundret 

_ _ _ _ _ _  of  Tendringe.  ” 

1242.  P  IX  Do:  Maurice  de  Olmstede  held  Olmsted  Hall  in  Essex  County  (reign  of  Henry  IV).  This 
was  the  principal  seat  of  the  Olmstead  family.  Later  it  had  a  branch  in  Felsted  where  our  Richard  re- 
sided. 

1430.  P  XIV  Do:  The  approximate  year  of  Richard’s  birth  is  the  year  made  famous  by  the  capture 
of  Joan  of  Arc,  Maid  of  Orleans,  age  17,  who  had  sent  the  English  on  piecipitate  retreat,  carrying  with 
them  a  tale  of  terror  at  the  strange  witchcraft  by  which  they  had  been  overcome.  She  had  said  to  the 
doubting  and  hesitating  theologians,  “There  is  more  in  God’s  book  than  in  yours”  and  she  amply  proved 
it  by  the  transcendent  purity  of  her  life  and  thought.  “  Painter  and  sculptor  have  spent  their  genious  on 
the  theme  without  as  yet  adequately  realizing  its  simple  grandeur.” 

1474.  P  IX  Do:  Olmsted  Hall  together  with  other  estates  passed  into  the  ownership  of  Wm.  Lord 
Hastings  and  nine  years  later,  when  he  was  beheaded  and  his  property  confiscated,  Olmsted  Hall  passed 
into  the  hands  of  Elizabeth  Woodville,  widow  of  Edward  IV,  who  was  then  endowing,  as  second  patroness, 
Queens’  College,  Cambridge. 

CHILDREN 

(only  one  given) 


15th  Century.  P  X  Do:  The  names  of  James 
Olmsted  and  Beatrice  his  wife  appear  in  the  Sub¬ 
sidy  Rolls  as  of  Braintree.  The  author  states  that 
these  may  have  been  the  parents  of  J  ames  below. 
We  include  them  since  they  are  necessary  to  bridge 
the  gap  between  Richard  above  and  James  below.  The  life  of  James  profited  by  the  Revival  of  Learning 
which  distinguished  the  15‘''  Century  and  which  received  great  acceleration  in  the  invention  and  adop¬ 
tion  of  the  art  of  printing. 

CHILDREN 

(only  one  named) 

1.  James  b. - ;  m.  Alice  Hawkyns  or  Sorell  (see  below) 


1.  JAMES  b. - ;  m.  Beatrice - (see  below) 

JAMES  OLMSTED  b. 

BEATRICE -  m. 

b. -  d. 

d. - 


JAMES  OLMSTED  b.  a  1520 

ALICE  (cither  Hawkyns  m. - 

or  Sorell,  prob.) 

b.  -  d.  bet.  1550  and  1553 

d.  July,  1553 


1520.  P  X  Do:  James  Olmsted  was  born  in  or 
close  to  the  year  which  was  distinguished  by  the 
landing  of  Velasquez  at  the  mouth  of  the  Savan¬ 
nah  river.  By  treachery  Velasquez  kidnapped  a 
cargo  of  natives,  for  export  to  Hispaniola,  but  the 
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1553,  July  2.  P  XIII  Do;  Archdeaconry  of  Es^ 
sex,  Rypton  clxvij  167;  abstract  of  the  will  of 
“Als  Hownsted  of  the  p®**  of  Great  Lees,  wedoo: 
To  sons  James,  William  and  John.  To  the  High 
Altar  of  Lees  Parva  (Little  Leighs]  8s.  To  James 
and  V/illiam  all  my  copyhold  lands  equally  be- 
tween  them.  To  my  son  John  a  seme  of  wheat. 
To  be  buried  in  the  churchyard  of  our  Ladi.  John 
Sorell  and  son  James  e.xor.  John  Hawkyn  of  Much 
Waltham,  supervisor.” 

Witnesses;  Sir  Roger  Hyde,  curat, 

John  Ingelond,  Willi a.m  Thare 

1553,  Aug.  2.  Do;  Will  proved. 


captives  showed  their  metal  by  refusing  to  eat  and 
dying  on  the  passage.  Hunger-striking  is  not  alto¬ 
gether  a  modern  art! 

1552-3.  P  X  Do:  In  the  6'*'  year  of  Edw.  VI, 
“the  widowe  Hoimestede”  is  found  in  the  Parish 
of  Great  Waltham  in  the  place  of  James.  They 
had  been  married  in  Gt.  Waltham  only  a  few  years 
before.  The  Sorells  and  Hawkynses  mentioned  in 
Alice’s  will  both  lived  near  James  in  Great  Wal¬ 
tham. 


CHILDREN 

(per  Mother’s  will) 

1.  JAMES  b.  a  1550;  m.  Aug.  12,  1576,  Jane  Bristow  (see  below) 

2.  WILLIAM  b. - 

He  owned  land  in  Felsted. 

3.  JOHNb. - 


JAMES  OLMSTED 

JANE  BRISTOW 
b. 

d.  aft.  husband 


b.  a  1550 

m.  Aug.  12,  1576 
bur.  Dec.  2,  1594 
as  a  44 


1550.  P  XIV  Do:  When  the  13-year  old  Ed¬ 
ward  VI  was  on  the  throne  of  England  and  during 
the  year  when  peace  w’as  concluded  between  Eng¬ 
land,  France  and  Scotland,  James  Olmsted  was 
born,  probably  at  Great  W’altham.  Later  he  was 
a  yeoman  in  the  neighboring  parish  of  Much 


Leighs,  County  Essex,  as  shown  by  the  Subsidy  Rolls. 


1576,  Aug.  12.  P  XI  Do;  The  Church  records  of  Great  Leigns  show  how  the  wedding  bells  rang  this 
day.  The  same  records  also  show  the  baptism  of  their  eleven  children. 


1592,  May  20.  P  XI  Do;  Commissary  of  London  for  Essex  and  Herts;  abstract  of  the  will  of  James 
Hampstead  of  Much  Leighs,  County  Essex,  yeoman;  “To  Thomas  Hampstead,  my  oldest  son,  land, 
&c.,  in  Braintree  Manor,  called  Lowes  pasture,  containing  16  acres  and  a  rod  Calves  Croft,  3  acres,  a 
meadow  called  Alms  House,  &c.  To  Richard  my  second  son  Tenements  called  Fords  and  .Marshalls  and 
26  acres  of  land  in  my  occupation  and  that  of  John  Allen,  joyner.  To  James  Hampstead,  my  third  son, 
land  called  Broomes  Croft,  in  the  tenure  of  one  Huckerbye  and  other  landholders  of  the  same  maner. 
To  Nicholas  my  fourth  son  a  free  tenement  called  Beeves  als  Bells  in  the  ph  of  Braintre.  To  John  my 
fifth  son  a  massuage  called  Mair  and  a  house  in  Halfieldwick  in  Terling.  To  my  daughter  Mabel  £40. 
To  my  daughter  Elizabeth  £40  when  21  or  married.  Wife  Jane  executrix. 

James  Holmestede.” 

Witnesses:  Thomas  Hubbard 

Richard  Hyde,  Robert  Turner 
Thomas  Tannack 


1594/5,  Jan’y  8.  Do:  Will  proved. 
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BASSE  I'T  GENEALOGY 


CHILDREN 

(per  Great  Leighs  church  records) 

1.  THOMAS  bp.  June  7,  1577;  m.  Feb’y  4.  1599,  Margaret  Sache  5  ch 

2.  RICHARD  bp.  Mch.  22,  1578/  9;  m.  Frances  Shny  (see  below) 

3  lAMES  bp.  Dec.  4,  15S0;  m.  Oct.  26,  1605,  Joyce  Cornish;  he  d.  a  Sept.,  1640,  :e  60  she  bur.  Apl.  21, 1621  7ch 
She  was  buried  at  Fairsted.  He  emigrated  June  27,  1632,  to  N.  E.  with  sons  Nicholas  and  Nehcmiah;  and 
nephews  Richard,  Dr.  John  and  ncice  Rebecca  Olmsted.  He  lived  at  Hartford;  inv’y,  £397-19-02,  no  land 

mentioned. 

4.  ELIZABETH  bp.  Sept.  2,  1582;  she  bur.  Dec.  19,  1562,  x  3J^  mos. 

5  NICHOLAS  bp.  Nov.  24,  1583;  m.  Widow  Rachel - 

Will  proved  Mch.  7,  1627/8;  mentions  brother  Richard’s  son  John  to  be  educated  by  wife  Rachel,  exor; 

inv’y,  £147'01'0S. 

6.  MARY  bp.  Oct.  10,  1585;  she  bur.  Dec.  22,  1594,  ac  9 

7.  M ABELL  bp.  July  16,  1587 

8.  ELIZABETH  bp.  Nov.  2,  1589 

9.  JOHN  bp.  Feb’y  20,  1592/3 

10.  MARY  bp.  Dec.  15,  1593 

11.  THO.MAS  bp.  Dec.  15,  1593 

He  was  twin  of  Mary. 


RICHARD  OLMSTED  bp.  Mch.  22,  1579 

FRANCES  SLANY  m. - 

b.  - 

bur.  Sept.  10,  1630  bur.  Nov.  16,  1641  ae  62 

1630,  Sept.  10.  P  XI  Do;  Frances  Olmsted 
(wife  of  Richard)  buried  as  per  record  in  Fairsted 

Church. 

1638,  July  28.  P  XII  Do:  Probate  of  the  will 
of  her  brother  Thomas  Slany,  haberdasher  of  Lon¬ 
don,  mentions  Joseph,  sister  Olmsted’s  youngest 
son,  who  receives  £5  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Stat- 
han'i  of  Terling;  niece  Sarah  Olmsted,  30s;  nephew 
Richard  Olmsted,  4  nobles. 


1579,  Mch.  22.  P  XI  Do:  This  is  the  baptisma 
date  of  Richard  Olmsted  at  Great  Leighs,  Co.  Es¬ 
sex,  the  year  being  distinguished  by  the  famous 
buccaneering  tour  around  the  world  of  Sir  Francis 
Drake.  He  explored  the  Pacific  coast  as  far  north 
as  Cape  Blanco.  He,  too,  was  looking  for  a  water 
passage  through  the  American  continent. 

1612,  Feb’y  20.  P  187  Do:  This  baptismal  date 
of  the  first  child  at  the  church  in  Fairsted  indicates 
their  removal  and  settlement  there. 

1632,  Sept.  16.  P  5  Do:  On  the  Lord’s  Day, 
after  a  voyage  of  12  weeks,  James  Olmsted  above; 
Richard,  John  &  Rebecca,  children  below,  and 
Nicholas  and  Nehemiah,  sons  of  James,  all  arrived 
at  Boston  in  the  Lyon.  They  were  of  the  Rev. 
Braintree  Colony.  They  settled  first  at  Mt.  Wal- 


Thos.  Hooker  congregation,  commonly  known  as  the  ,  r  .u  xx  i 

laston,  now  Quincy,  near  Boston,  but  in  the  next  year  moved  to  Newtown,  by  order  of  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Bay  Court. 


1636  lune  1  P  6  Do-  Thomas  Hooker  with  entire  flock  of  about  100  souls,  including  all  of  the  above 
Olmsteds  leave  Newtown  on  an  overland  trip  to  Hartford,  Ct.,  where  they  arrive  after  being  about  a 
fortnight ’on  the  way.  Rebecca,  now  only  about  14,  added  life  as  well  as  help  to  the  party,  we  may  well 

believe. 

1641  Nov.  16.  P  XI  Do;  Richard  Olmsted  is  buried  as  per  Fairsted  Church  record.  He  has  reached 
the  age  of  62  and  did  not  live  long  enough  to  share  greatly  in  his  children  s,  brothers  ,  and  nephews 

triumphs  in  the  New  World. 
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CHILDREN 

(per  Fairsted  church  record) 

1.  CAPT.  RICHARD  bp.  Feb’y  20.  1612;  m  (1) -  .  , ^  r.^o4  r'  •  «  m 

j-je  m  (2) - .  In  1650  he  became  a  founder  of  Norwalk,  Ct.  Will,  Sept.  5,  1684,  at  Fairfield,  Ct. 

2.  MARY  bp.  July  6,  1615 

She  emigrated  to  New  England. 

3.  DR.  JOHN  bp.  Feb’y  16,  1617;  m.  Wid.  Elizabeth  Marvin  Gregory;  he  d.  Aug.  2,  1686,  x  69  she  d.  a  Oct 

1689 

They  were  of  Saybrook  &  Norwich,  Ct.  His  inv’y,  £973'05'06;  no  children  in  will. 

4.  SARA  bp.  Nov.  2,  1620 

5.  REBECCA  b.  a  1622;  m.  1642,  Thomas  Newell  (see  below) 

6.  JOSEPH  bp.  Dec.  2,  1627 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Thomas  Newell  b. - m.  Rebecca  Olmsted  b.  a  1622 

Thomas  Newell  b.  1650  m.  Elizabeth  Wrotham  b. 

Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis  b.  1697  m.  Elizabeth  Newell  b.  1694 

Corp’l  Adonijah  Lewis  b.  1722  m.  Mary  Bronson  b.  1743 

Amos  Richards  b.  1759  m.  Lydia  Lewis  b.  1763 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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WILLIAM  PALMER 

FRANCES - 

b.  - 

d.  a  1635 


b. 

m  (1)  Frances 
m  (2)  a  1636 


he  d.  Nov.  8,  1637 

1623,  Summer.  P  XXX  Hotten:  The  ship  Anne 
arrives  at  Plymoutli  and  Frances  Palmer  was  a 
passenger.  This  was  two  years  after  her  husband’s 
arrival  -  sickness  or  other  weighty  rejison,  no 
doubt,  delaying  her  coming. 

1623.  Vol.  I,  p  11  L  R,  Plymouth:  “flfrances 
wife  to  Wil  Palmer  1.  acre”  is  the  allotment  of 
land  made  to  her  on  the  “North  side”  under  the 
heading,  “Th.e  fales  of  their  grounds  which  came 
over  in  the  shipe  called  the  Anne  according  as 
their  were  cast  1623.” 

1627,  May  22.  Vol.  I,  p  54  L  R;  At  the  division 
of  cattle,  William  Pallmer,  ffrances  Pallmer  & 
William  Pallmer  JuiV  are  named:  “To  this  lott 
ther  fell  a  Black  weining  calfe  and  two  shee  goats: 
which  goats  they  posses  on  the  like  terms  which 
others  doe  their  cattell.” 

1637,  Nov.  10.  Her  husband,  making  will  this 
day,  provides,  “  next  of  all  whereas  1  have  marry ed 
a  young  woman  who  is  deare  unto  me”  -  the  in- 
ference  being  that  the  marriage  was  recent  and 
that  Frances  had  died  not  long  before;  but  neither 
the  death  of  Frances  nor  the  second  marriage  of 
William  are  recorded.  We  guess  that  Frances  died 
about  the  year  1635,  having  seen  her  four  children 
grown  to  manhood,  and  she  probably  not  far  from 
fifty  years  of  age. 


1621,  Nov.  19.  P  XXVII  Hotten:  The  ship 
Fortune,  the  next  ship  after  the  Mayflower,  arrives 
at  Plymouth.  William  Palmer  and  his  son  Wil¬ 
liam  were  on  board  as  were  also  our  William 
Bassett  with  his  w'ife  Elizabeth.  All  told  there 
were  only  35  passengers,  and  the  passage  was  a 
stonny  one,  just  as  one  would  expect  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  winter.  William  Palmer  was  a  “nayler”, 
or  carpenter,  and  no  doubt,  with  w'inter  upon 
them,  he  was  in  great  demand  at  once  for  the 
erection  of  the  additional  accommodations  re¬ 
quired.  Hotten  lists  the  Fortune  passengers  by 
name,  “being,”  as  he  says,  “parts  of  families  with 
others,  left  in  England  or  Holland  the  year  be¬ 
fore,”  that  is,  w'hen  the  Mayflower  came  over.  See 
fuller  account  of  this  voyage  of  the  Fortune  under 
Bassett  Family.  We  have  found  no  record  to  in¬ 
dicate  the  dwelling  place  of  the  Palmers  in  Eng¬ 
land. 

This  arrival  of  the  Fortune  was  within  one  year 
of  the  landing  of  the  Mayflower  Pilgrims  at  Ply¬ 
mouth.  While  their  .ship  was  still  at  Province- 
town,  the  scouting  party,  looking  for  a  suitable 
settlement,  landed  on  Saturday  Dec.  9, 1620,  first 
on  Clark’s  Island  where  they  remained  over  the 
Sabbath,  despite  the  December  cold,  rather  than 
undertake  the  labor  of  moving  to  the  mainland 
on  that  sacred  day.  This  devotion  to  the  Sabbath 
is  now  celebrated  by  an  inscribed  stone  on  the 
island  with  this  inscription  from  the  record  they 
left:  “On  the  S.\bboth  Day  Wee  Rested.” 

1623.  Vol.  I,  p  6  L  R,  Plymouth:  Under  the 
heading,  “The  fales  of  their  grounds  which  came 


in  the  Fortune  according  to  their  lots  w-ere  cast  1623,”  William  Palmer  drew  two  acres  “beyond  the  first 
brook  to  the  wood  w'estward,”  same  as  our  William  Bassett.  Each  drawing  two  acres,  w'hile  all  the  others 
in  the  section  drew  only  one,  means  that  they  each  had  two  in  their  families  when  they  arrived.  Since  his 
wife  did  not  arrive  until  1623  in  the  Anne,  the  conclusion  is  that  the  other  one  was  his  eldest  son  William 
Palmer  Jun’r. 

1632,  Oct.  16.  P  10  Do:  “William  Palmer  sould  his  house  &  six  aceres  of  ground  adjoyning  to  ye  Reede 
Pond  to  Mr.  John  Holmes;  for  ye  price  of  35"  sterling,  the  paimente  to  be  made  within  ye  terme  of  one 
whole  yeare  nexte  ensuing  ye  date  hearof;  to  this  bargen  was  witness  Josua  Pratt.”  William  Palmer’s  will 
of  1637  disposes  of  lands  and  housing  as  well  as  goods  and  chatties,  hence  he  must  have  bought  or  built 
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another  dwelling  house  in  Plymouth  after  selling  this  one  and  before  removing  to  Duxboro.  Again  in 
Duxboro  he  must  have  built  a  dwelling,  having  moved  there  with  the  early  settlers  sometime  within  the 
next  three  or  four  years. 

1633.  Vol.  1,  p  1  PC:  Here  is  a  record  of  the  first  list  of  freemen  of  Plymouth  Colony,  68  in  number. 
William  Palmer  and  William  Bassett  are  both  listed,  while  our  Henry  Rowley  appears  on  an  appended 
list  of  22  made  later,  but  without  date.  The  thirtieth  name  in  the  list  is  William  Palmer. 

1632/3,  Mch.  25.  P  10  Do:  The  first  tax  list  of  Plymouth  Colony  contains  89  names.  William  Palmer, 
46th  in  order,  is  listed  at  £1'07'00.  Only  four  citizens  paid  a  higher  tax  than  this.  Governor  Winslow’s 
being  the  highest  at  £2'05'00. 

1633,  July  23.  Pp  23  &  25  Do:  “Will  Palmer  sold  the  time  of  service  he  had  in  Will  Mcndloue  to 
Richard  Church  for  &  in  considiracon  of  three  pounds  sterling,  to  be  paid  in  money  or  come,  in  Nov.  next 
ensuing.’’  On  same  date  Mcndloue,  the  servt.  of  Will  Palmer,  was  “whipped  for  attempted  uncleanes 
w"’  the  maid  servt.  of  the  said  Palmer  d:  for  running  away  from  his  master,  being  forcibly  brought  againe 
by  Penwatechet,  a  Manomet  Indian’’. 

1633,  Aug.  15.  P  26  Do:  “Whereas  Robt  Barker  had  bound  himselfe  an  apprentise  to  John  Thorpe, 
in  the  trade  of  carpentry,  the  said  Thorp  being  dead,  Alice,  his  wife,  hath  turned  over  his  time,  wch  will 
be  exspired  the  first  of  Apr.,  1637,  to  William  Palmer,  nayler,  of  Plymouth,  by  the  free  consent  of  the  said 
Robert;  the  said  William  promising  to  instruct  &  teach  him  his  said  trade  of  nayling,  d:  at  the  end  of  his 
time  to  give  him  onely  two  sutes  of  apparell.’’ 

1633/4,  March  27.  P  61  Do:  The  second  tax  list  of  Plymouth  has  81  taxpayers,  the  tax  “to  be  brought 
in  by  each  p’son  as  they  are  heerunder  written,  rated  in  come  at  vj*®  p  bushell,  at  or  before  the  last  of 
Novbr  next  ensuing,  to  such  place  as  shall  be  heerafter  appointed  to  receive  same;  and  for  default  heerof, 
the  value  to  be  doubled’’.  Among  those  assessed  are:  “Will  Palmer,  fOOHS-OO;’’  and  “William  Palmer 
Junior,  £00'09'00.’’ 

1634,  Oct.  1.  P  71  Do:  “At  a  Court  holden  before  the  Governour  d:  Assistants,  there  were  apoynted 
for  laying  out  of  highwayes:  For  Duxbery  side,  Capt  Miles  Standish,  Mr.  William  Colier,  Jonathan 
Brewster,  William  Palmer,  Steven  Trace.’’  Settlers  from  Plymouth  had  been  in  Duxboro  since  1632 
probably;  now  they  are  anxious  for  more  roads  -  always  the  first  physical  evidence  of  civic  growth. 

1634/  5,  March.  P  77  Do:  “John  Washborne  hath  bought  of  Edward  Bompass  his  house  &  palisado, 
standing  on  his  late  lote  of  ground  which  he  had  by  William  Palmers,  beyond  ye  creeke  called  ye  Eagl’s- 
Nest,  which  lote  he  gave  up  to  ye  company,’’  He  now  bargains  to  exchange  this  for  other  property, 
William  Palmer  being  a  witness. 

1636/7,  Mch.  7.  P  104  Do:  William  Palmer  is  on  the  second  list  of  freemen  of  Plymouth  Colony,  123 
this  time;  but  his  name  is  underlined  as  dead,  this  entry  being  made  no  doubt  later  in  the  year  after  his 
decease. 

1637,  May  2.  P  1 13  Do:  William  Palmer  is  named  second  on  a  jury  of  twelve,  “to  set  forth  the  heigh- 
wayes  about  Plymouth,  Ducksborrow  and  the  Eele  River  ....  as  God  should  direct  them  in  their 
descretion  for  the  general  good  of  the  colony  ....  and  so  it  to  remayne  a  way  forever”. 

1637,  Nov.  7.  Vol.  I,  Part  I,  pp  28-29  P  Ct,  Plymouth:  “William  Palmers  Will:  A  true  coppy  of  ye 
Last  Will  6l  Testament  Willm  Palmer  ye  elder  proved  before  ye  Govnr  and  Assistants  at  a  Court  calld 
yc  fourth  of  December  in  ye  thirteenth  yeare  of  ye  Reigne  of  our  Sovereigne  Lord  Charles  by  the  Grace 
of  God,  of  England,  Scotland,  ffrance  and  Ireland  King  Defender  of  the  fayth  y^  1637. 

“  I  William  Palmer  of  Ducksborrow,  Naylor,  being  ill  in  body  but  of  prfect  memorie  not  knoweing 
how  nere  I  am  to  my  death  &  think  good  briefly  to  settle  my  estate  yet  hope  if  God  spare  life  to  set  downe 
thinges  more  perticulerly  hereafter.  In  the  meanetyme  for  the  disposing  of  my  outward  estate  this  is  my 
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Will  and  testament  fTirst  of  all  I  ordaine  my  loveing  frends  Mr.  Willm  Bradford,  Mr  Edward  W  inslowe 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Prince  my  Executors.  Next  of  all  whereas  1  have  marryed  a  yeong  woman  who  is  deare 
unto  me  I  desire  them  to  deale  well  by  her,  but  my  desire  is  that  my  estate  consisting  of  lands,  houseing, 
goods,  chattells  &c  may  be  sould  and  turned  into  money  all  but  such  of  my  mouveables  as  my  Executors 
aforesaid  shall  thinke  meete  to  give  her  for  her  present  comfort:  next  my  estate  being  wholly  sould  as 
afore  my  desire  is  that  my  wife  may  not  have  lesse  than  one  third  then  if  in  case  shee  be  wth  child  then 
one  other  third  of  my  estate  be  prserved  and  improved  by  my  Executors  tor  that  child  as  myne  heire. 
And  that  if  in  case  shee  be  not  wth  child  then  1  would  have  myne  Executors  as  in  conscience  they  are 
pswaded  out  of  the  remaynder  of  my  estate  deale  wth  Rebecca  my  Grandchild  and  .Moyses  Rowly  whom 
1  love,  but  not  so  as  to  put  it  into  their  father  or  mothers  hands  but  prserve  it  for  them  till  they  come  to 
yeares  of  Discretion. 

“  Next  my  Debts  being  pay*^  1  would  have  myne  Executors  to  give  somewhat  to  Stephen  Tracy  and 
somewhat  towards  the  meeting  house  at  Plymouth,  also  I  would  have  young  Rowly  to  be  placed  wth 
Mr.  Partridg  that  hee  might  be  brought  up  in  the  fcare  of  God,  and  to  that  end  if  his  father  suffer  it  I 
give  Mr.  Partridg  five  pounds.  And  if  in  case  my  sonne  Henry  or  Daughter  Bridgitt  be  liveing  if  they 
Demand  it  I  give  them  fourty  shillings  a  peece  if  they  be  liveing. 


“That  this  is  my  Decde  witness  my  hand  &  Seale  the  seaventh  of  Novembr  1637. 

Witnesses  hereunto:  Tho.mas  Burnes 
William  Basset 


Wm.  X  Palmer” 


“  It  was  the  will  of  the  Testator  that  his  wyfe  should  bee  ruled  by  her  auncient  Mr.  Edward  Winslow 

in  her  marriage  if  she  looks  to  ptake  in  any  pt  of  this  estate  otherwise  not.  Also  that  John  Willis  have 

r  u-ir  7.  •*  Witness: 

fourty  shillings. 

“Thom  Burnes  sworne  to  this  will  ye  4th  December,  1637.  At  a  Thomas  Burnes 

Corte  of  Probate  W‘"  Basset  deposed  to  this  will  ye  5'*'  of  March,  1637,  8.”  William  Basset 


1637  Nov.  8.  With  William  Palmer’s  will  made  on  Nov.  7th  and  the  inventory  taken  on  Nov.  9th 
there  leaves  but  one  day  between  for  his  death.  He  had  spent  but  16  years  in  the  New  World,  and  we 
figure  that  he  was  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  50  years  of  age  when  he  died. 


1637  Nov.  9.  Vol.  1,  Part  I,  p  29  P  Ct:  “An  exact  Inventory  of  all  ye  mooveable  goods  of  Willm  Palmer 
ye  elder  taken  ye  ninth  of  Novembr  1637  by  Jonathan  Brewster,  Edmond  Chaundlcr,  William  Basset 

&  John  Willis. 


Imprimis  1  featherbed  Bolster  &  pillow  &  bedstead 
It  1  feather  bed  and  boulster  .... 

It  1  flock  bed  &  1  under  featherbedd  boulster  . 

It  1  booke  called  practise  of  Christianyty  . 

Sundry  items,  83  in  number  . 

It  two  Cowes . 

It  one  Sowe  ...•••• 

It  Heye  for  his  Cowes  .  .  .  .  • 

It  6  hens  1  cock  &  15  chickens 
It  150  bushells  of  Indian  Come 
It  in  money 


Totall  Sum  is 


£03-10-00 

03-10-00 

01-18-00 

00-01-06 

27-15-04 

40-00-00 

01-10-10 

02-00-00 

00-14-00 

30-00-00 

00-13-06 


£111-12-04 


“A  record  of  two  notes  or  bils  given  in  by  Mr.  Prence  of  Palmers  debts; 

To  Mr.  Samuell  Maverick . 

To  Jolui  Soutly . 

To  Mr.  Cradocks  agente . 

To  Mr.  Hopkins . 

To  sundry  items  (in  . . 


£03-03-03 

03-00-00 

01-03-02 

01-12-00 

01-04-07 
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To  Georg  partridge . £00^)5^00 

To  his  servant  Cornanell  02'00'00 

To  William  Bradford  00-07-00 

paid  by  Mr.  Pady  14-00-00 


£26-15-00” 


Inventory  of  lands  and  liouses  is  not  of  record  but  they  brought  £100  in  the  executors’  sale  of  them 
next  year.  Following  the  above  is  a  statement  of  charges  against  the  estate  filed  by  Mr.  Frence  one  of 
the  Executors.  The  total  is  £30-03-11.  A  few  items  are: 


“For  money  his  wife  owed  me  . 

to  Mr.  Hi.xe  for  him 

paid  to  ye  Church  of  Duxburie 

to  John  Willies 

to  William  Bassett  . 

for  Robart  padock  a  pair  shoes 

4  yeards  red  colon  . 

2  yeards  mohear 

to  good  wife  padock  for  y*  child 

paid  by  Mr.  Prence  on  his  accounte 


£00-07-06 

03-0S-00 

02-00-00 

03-06-06 

00-10-00 

00-00-09 

00-06-08 

00-07-00 

01-05-02 

04-10-06” 


1637/8,  Jan’y  2.  Vol.  VII,  p  4  P  C:  “The  jurys  names  were  these  wch  tryed  these  causes.”  Willm 
Basset  was  third  among  12  men  sworn.  One  case  tried  was  that  which  concerned  the  estate  of  our  William 
Palmer  sen’r  as  follows:  “John  Willis  and  Elizabeth  his  wyfe  complaynes  against  .Mr.  Willm  Bradford, 
M^  Edward  Winslow  &  M^  Thomas  Prince,  execut'^  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Willm  Palmer  Sen, 
deceased,  in  an  action  upon  the  case  to  the  damnage  of  xx's  for  a  lott  of  land  the  complt  ptended  he  had 
right  unto  by  the  marriage  of  his  wyfe,  who  had  formerly  beene  the  wife  of  William  Palmer  the  yonger, 
sonn  of  the  said  William  thelder.  The  jury  found  for  the  diffen”,  and  gave  them  xijci  damnage,  and  the 
charges  of  the  Court.” 


1637/8,  Jan’y  2.  Vol.  I,  p  138  P  C:  “Presentments  by  the  Grand  Jury:  Mr.  Hopkins  is  presented  for 
sufferinge  excessive  drinking  in  his  house  as  old  Palmer,  James  Coale,  and  William  Renolds.  There 
were  five  witnesses  to  this  including  Widdow  Palmer,  and  Widdow  Palmer  s  man.  Mr.  Hopkins  was 
however  acquitted.  This  Widdow  Palmer  was  the  second  wife,  “a  yeong  woman,”  the  first  name  of  whom 
even  we  do  not  know. 


1637/8,  March  5.  P  144  Do:  “William  Bassett  was  deposed  to  the  last  will  and  testament  of  William 
Palmer,  thelder,  deceased  this  Court.”  They  were  neighbors  in  Duxboro. 

1638,  Sept.  7.  Vol.  I,  p  50  L  R,  Plymouth:  “Memorand  the  seaventh  day  of  Septembr  1638  That 
Thomas  Prence  gentt  &  Gov’nor  of  New  Plymouth,  William  Bradford  and  Edward  Winslow  of  the  same 
gentle’  and  Assistant’s  of  the  said  Gov’ment  E.xecutors  of  the  Last  Will  and  Testament  of  Willm  Palmer 
of  Duxborrow  nayler  deceased  by  vertue  and  power  committed  to  them  by  the  said  will  for  and  in  con- 
sideracon  of  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  sterl  have  sould  unto  Thomas  Besbeech  of  Scituate  gent” 
all  the  real  estate  of  the  said  William  Palmer  in  Duxborrow. 

1653/4,  March  7.  Vol.  Ill,  p  43  P  C:  “In  respect  of  a  will  extant  of  William  Palmer,  of  Plymouth, 
deceased,’ the  overseers  of  the  said  will  doe  allow  unto  Moses  Rowley,  of  Barnstable,  a  cow  to  bee  vallued 
for  the  prise  therof  as  Mr.  Thomas  Prence  and  the  said  Moses  Rowley  shall  agree,  and  what  they  agree 
upon  about  the  prise  of  the  said  cow  to  be  entered  into  the  Court  records.” 

1834.  Vol.  1 II,  p  343  Savage:  This  authority  says  that  ten  by  the  name  of  Palmer  had  up  to  1834  been 
graduated  at  Harvard;  six  at  Yale,  and  six  at  other  New  England  Colleges.  Many  if  not  most  of  these 
were  descendants  of  our  William  Palmer,  of  whom  it  is  to  be  noted  that  he  had  the  rare  distinction  of 
naming  three  governors  of  Plymouth  Colony  as  “loveing  frends”  and  as  executors  of  his  will. 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 


5. 


CHILDREN 

(first  four  by  first  wife,  all  born  in  England;  last  by  2d  wife  born  at  Duxboro  posthumously) 

HENRY  b. - .  He  is  mentioned  in  father’s  will,  1637;  still  in  England. 

BRIDGET  b. - .  She  is  mentioned  in  father’s  will,  1637;  still  in  England. 

S.\RAH  b. - ;  m.  Henry  Rowley  (see  below) 

1  lEUT  WILLIAM  b. - ;  m.  Mch.  27,  1633/4,  Elizabeth  Hodgkins;  he  d.  bef.  1661  she  d. 

'  In  1633  he  was  in  the  freemans’  list  at  Yarmouth,  Mass.  In  1643  he  was  representative  from  Yarmouth  n 
1656  he  removed  to  Newtown,  L.  I.  He  died  before  1661  in  high  esteem.  His  wife  m  (2)  Dca.  John  Wilhs 

of  Bridgewater. 

CHILD.  Mentioned  in  probate:  "to  goodwife  padock  for  ye  child  £0L05'02.’’ 


2ch+ 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Henry  Rowley  b. - m.  Sarah  Palmer  b, - 

Moses  Rowley  b.  a  1630  m.  Elizabeth  Fuller  b. - 

Moses  Rowley  b.  1654  m.  Mary - b. 

Henry  Champion  b.  1695  m.  Mehitablc  Rowley  b.  a  1698 

David  Deming  b.  1709  m.  .Mehitable  Champion  b,  1720 

Ira  Buell  b.  1745  m.  Prudence  Deming  b.  1741 

Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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THE  PARSONS  FAMILY 


DBA.  BENJAMIN  PARSONS  b. - 

SARAH  VORE  m  (1)  Oct.  6,  1653 

b. -  Sarah  Vorc 

d.  Jan’y  1,  1676/7  m  (2)  Fcb’y  21,  1677/8 
Wid.  Sarah  Heith  Leonard 
he  d.  Aug.  2‘1,  16S9 

1633.  Sarah  Vore  was  one  of  four  sisters,  no 
brothers  being  in  the  family  apparently.  If  .‘:hc 
was  twenty  years  old  when  married,  1633  would 
be  her  natal  year.  Probably  it  is  not  far  off,  and 
it  is  probable  that  she  was  born  at  Dorchester, 
Mass.,  in  its  very  earliest  days  before  good  records 
got  started.  Her  parents  made  the  trip  by  boat 
to  Windsor,  Conn.,  in  Oct.,  1635,  so  that  she  could 
hardly  have  been  more  than  a  tot  in  arms  on  this 
historic  journey. 

1676/7,  Jan’y  1.  Vol.  II,  p615  Spg.  Hist  (1899): 
Sarah  Vore  Parsoirs  died  at  Springfield  on  this 
New  Year’s  day.  She  had  attained  an  age  of  not 
far  from  forty  four,  yet  had  borne  nine  children 
without  the  joy  and  comfort  of  seeing  one  of  them 
reach  their  majority. 

1683,  July  1.  Vol.  IV,  p  162  C  C:  Her  father 
Richard  Vore  of  Windsor  says  in  his  will :  “  Fifthly, 
I  give  to  the  eldest  child  of  my  daughter  Sarah 
Parsons,  Deceased,  who  was  wife  to  Benjamin 
Parsons  of  Springfield,  5  shillings.” 


1635,  July  4.  P  102  Hotten:  The  ship  Trans¬ 
port,  Edward  Walker,  master,  sails  today  from 
London,  England,  bound  for  Boston  in  the  New 
World.  Among  the  passengers  in  this  boat  was 
one  “Jo:  Parson,  age  18”.  Some  writers  assume 
that  this  was  Joseph  Parsons  who  on  July  15,  1636 
was  witness  to  the  Indian  deed,  at  Agawam  (Spring- 
field),  to  William  Pyncheon.  They  assume  too 
that  Benjamin  Parsons,  Joseph’s  youngest  brother, 
was  with  him  though  Benjamin’s  name  is  not  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  roster  of  passengers.  Furthermore 
“Jo:”  in  the  early  writings  stands  generally  for 
John;  hence  there  is  not  much  basis  of  fact  in 
above  claim. 

A  much  better  basis  of  fact  is  found  in  a  letter 
written  by  Rev.  Jonathan  Parsons  of  Newbury- 
port.  Mass.,  to  his  son  Samuel  H.  Parsons  of  Lyme, 
Conn.  It  was  written  Oct.  20,  1769  and  appears  in 
full  in  Vol.  XII,  p  175  N  E  H  &  G:  He  says: 

“You  write  yt  one  Samuel  Parsons  from  Mar- 
tinico  desires  to  know  from  wt  part  of  England 
our  Ancestors  came.  I  will  tell  you  as  near  as  my 
Memory  enables  me  (as  I  have  no  records  of  the 
matter  but  what  I  heard  from  my  Parent).  I  sup¬ 
pose  my  Great  Grandfather  Parsons  came  from 
Great  Torrington  about  20  or  30  miles  from  Tiver¬ 
ton,  and  not  far  from  Exeter.  He  came  over  and 
brought  my  Grandfather  Benjamin  Parsons  and 
other  children  about  130  years  ago,  perhaps  140. 


I  believe  ye  Record  of  my  Great  Grandfather  and  Grandfather  might  be  found  either  at  Great  Torring¬ 
ton  or  Tiverton.”  This  squares  with  Savage  too,  who  says,  speaking  of  Benjamin:  “Perhaps  he  was 
brought  in  his  childhood  from  Gt.  Torrington,  England,  about  thirty  miles  from  Exeter  in  N.  W.  part  of 
Devonshire.” 


If  we  take  the  mean  between  “  130  or  140  years  ago”  we  would  have  the  year  of  1634  as  the  approxi¬ 
mate  year  of  their  immigration.  This  fits  well  with  Joseph’s  appearance  on  the  Agawam  deed  of  July 
15,  1636,  and  it  is  fair  to  suppose  that  his  younger  brother  Benjamin  was  with  him  in  these  earliest  days 
of  Springfield,  though  he  does  not  break  into  the  public  records  for  another  ten  years  or  so.  Positive 
evidence  of  this  relationship  is  found  in  Pynchon’s  Acet.  Book,  page  250,  wherein  in  an  account  with 
Joseph  Parsons  is  this:  “your  brother  Benjamin  delivered  to  me.”  ....  Joseph  became  famed  as 
“Cornet”  Joseph  Parsons  who  on  Nov.  2,  1646  (o.  s.)  married  Mary  Bliss,  daughter  of  Thomas  Bliss  of 
Hartford,  Ct.,  who  was  a  son  of  Thomas  Bliss,  of  Belstone  Parish,  Devonshire,  England,  from  whom  is 
descended  the  Bliss  family  of  this  country.  Joseph  died  Oct.  9,  1683  and  she  died  Jan’y  29,  1711/  2. 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


Speaking  of  Joseph’s  younger  brother  Benjamin  a  Springfield  History  says:  “Benjamin  Parsons  was 
Deacon  of  the  church,  and  a  chief  instrument  in  its  formation  in  Springfield,  as  appears  from  his  corre- 
spondence  with  Rev.  Dr.  Increase  Mather.  In  the  civil  affairs  of  the  town,  no  one  held  more  responsible 
offices,  or  discharged  them  with  greater  fidelity.”  References  to  Springfield’s  T  V  Records  are  found  in 
the  history  as  below. 

1650,  Oct.  12.  Vol.  I,  p  72  Spg  Hist  (ISOOl:  Benjamin  Parsons  is  one  of  a  committee  of  two  named 
to  lay  out  a  new  highway  in  Springfield  “From  ye  way  that  Leads  to  ye  mill  up  to  the  caitbridge. 

This  kind  of  service  he  performed  from  time  to  time  through  life. 

1651,  Nov.  4.  P  219  Do:  “James  Bridgman  &  Benjamin  Parsons  are  chosen  viewers  of  ye  fences  for 
ye  lower  end  of  ye  Towne.”  So  again  on  Nov.  3,  1657. 

1653,  Oct.  6.  Vol.  11,  p  774  Stiles:  Benjamin  Parsons  and  Sarah  Vore  are  married  today  presumably 
at  Windsor,  Conn.,  where  Sarah’s  parents  lived.  If  we  assume  that  Benjamin  was  21  in  1650  when  first 
appointed  on  public  business  he  would  now  be  24  while  we  assume  Sarah  to  be  about  20. 

1654,  Oct.  31.  Vol.  1,  p  235  Spg  Hist  (1899):  “Benja  Parsons  &  Miles  Morgan  are  chosen  Surveyors 
of  ye  Highwayes  the  yeare  ensuing.” 

1655/  6,  Jan’y  30.  P  241  Do:  Benjamin  Parsons  draws  the  11th  choice  in  the  distribution  of  lots  “over 
ye  mill  river  being  1  acre.” 

1659,  Dec.  23.  P  127  Do:  In  the  first  seating  of  the  meeting  house  Benjamin  Parsons  is  placed  in 
the  “4th  Seate”  with  five  others,  and  he  still  occupies  the  same  seat  on  list  of  Feb’y  23,  1662  3.  It  was 
in  the  year  1659  that  another  historic  event  was  planned  in  Springfield  in  which  our  Edward  Griswold 
of  Windsor  was  the  building  contractor.  It  was  the  building  of  “ye  old  Fort”.  One  history  says:  “In 
about  1659  John  Pynchon  had  planned  to  build  the  finest  house  in  New  England  outside  of  Boston. 

He  bargained  with  Francis  Hacklington,  a  Northampton  man,  for  the  brick  -  50,000  in  all,  for  which  he 
paid  a  Httle  over  $2,000.00.  It  was  completed  probably  about  1661  and  was  situated  where  Fort  St.  now 
is.  It  was  the  most  important  structure  in  this  valley  for  many  years;  and  remained  a  historic  landmark 
on  our  Main  Street  untill  well  into  the  present  century  when  it  was  pulled  down  in  spite  of  ardent  pro¬ 
tests  for  no  good  reason  that  business  or  propriety  can  suggest  to  us.” 

1659/'60,  March  5.  P  275  Do:  “The  Select  men  appointed  for  this  yeare  to  se  this  done  &  to  Judge 

of  ye  Sufficient  elensing  of  ye  water  Passadge  are  Serjant  Morgan  &  Benj.  Parson^.”  The  records  show 

that  Benjamin  Parsons  was  elected  selectman  in  the  years  1660,  1666,  1668,  1670,  1672,  1674,  1677, 

1679,  1681,  1683,  1685,  1687,  and  in  1689,  the  year  of  death,  -  thirteen  years  in  all. 

1660 H,  Feb’y  5.  P  281  Do:  “And  Benjamin  Parsons  is  chosen  for  the  Constables  deputy  to  supply 
the  Constables  place  in  the  Constables  absence;”  On  Feb’y  4,  1661,  2  “Benjamin  Parsons  is  chosen 
Constable  for  this  yeere”  and  he  “took  ye  Constables  oath  at  this  generall  meeting. 

In  this  year  1661  the  Massachusetts  General  Court  drew  up  the  famous  Declaration  of  Rights  -  fore¬ 
runner  by  100  years  of  the  Stamp  Act  protestations.  It  declared  for  full  legislative,  military  and  naviga¬ 
tion  rights  by  charter,  provided  only  that  its  laws  were  not  contrary  to  those  of  England. 

1661/2,  Feb’y  19.  P  297  Do:  “Benjamin  Cooley  &  Benjamin  Parsons  are  chosen  to  veiw  &  lay  out 
a  high  way  where  they  judge  most  convenient  for  a  passage  from  ye  Mucksy  meddow  bridge  at  ye  long  ^ 

meddow  to  ye  woods.” 

1662  June  4  P  301  Do:  “The  Towne  ordered  &  appointed  Benjamin  Parsons,  Sam  Marshfield  & 
Robert  Ashley  the  Sealer,  to  make  a  Tole  dish  true  &  exact  to  ye  twelfth  pt  of  ye  bushell  &  to  Seale  it 
with  ye  Towne  seale.” 

1662  3,  Jan’y  6.  P  302  Do:  “Theres  granted  to  Benjamin  Parsons  four  acres  of  the  wett  meddow 
on  ye  back  side  of  ye  Long  meddow.’ 
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1663/4,  Fcb’y  8.  P  313  Do:  “  Bcnj.  Parsons  desires  a  little  pcecc  of  Meddow  a  little  above  the  bridge 
y‘  is  in  y'  way  to  ye  Swamp.  Two  acres  is  granted  if  there  be  as  much  there  undisposed  of.” 

1665/6,  Jan’y-  P  319  Do:  Benjamin  Parsons  resigns  40  acres  in  exchange  for  land  at  Skeepmuck. 

1665/6,  Feb’y  1st.  P  346  Do:  ‘‘Benja  Parsons  hath  ye  Pond  agt  his  land  in  ye  Long  medow  granted 
him  p’vidcd  it  wrong  not  the  Indians  nor  hinder  theire  taking  of  theire  Pease.” 

1665/'6,  Feb’y  26.  P  353  Do:  He  subscribes  lOs  towards  “ye  building  of  a  new  mill  upon  ye  old  Mill 
streame  neere  where  ye  Old  Mill  stood.” 

1665/6,  Mch.  5.  P  351  Do:  Benjamin  Parsons  is  one  of  a  committee  of  seven  “empowered  for  the 
graunting  of  lands”  around  Springfield. 

1666/7,  Feb’y  11.  P  360  Do:  “The  Persons  yt  are  for  this  yeere  chosen  &  appoynted  Overseers  of 
the  severall  companyes  of  workers  at  highwayes  as  aforesaid  are  as  ffollows:  Benjamin  Parsons  for  ye 
way  up  the  long  hill  over  the  Mill  River.” 

1667/8,  Feb’y  4.  Vol.  II,  p  88  Do:  “Benjamin  Parsons  propounding  his  desire  to  ye  Town  for  liberty 
to  sett  his  fence  in  the  Street  agt  his  barne  about  a  foot  &  halfe  or  two  foote.” 

1668,  Duodecim  2''.  Vol.  IX,  p  87  N  E  H  &  G:  Beniamcn  Parsons  is  one  of  62  citizens  of  Springfield 
who  sign  a  petition  against  a  proposed  tariff  being  “fcarefull  this  will  proove  a  bondage”  and  cause 
"ye  merchants  to  take  double  and  often  treble  what  goods  did  cost.” 

1668/9,  Feb’y  12.  Vol.  II,  p  68  Spg  Hist  (1899):  Benjamin  Parsons  is  one  of  a  Committee  of  12  “to 
make  &  repayre  in  reference  to  ye  highway  up  the  great  hill  over  Mill  River.” 

1669,  Apl.  7.  Vol.  I,  p  376  Do:  There  is  granted  to  him  “an  acre  of  Meddow,  Thiee  miles  of  ye  towne 
on  the  right  hand  of  ye  way  to  Watchnit.” 

1669/70,  Jan’y  14.  P  384  Do:  He  receives  “30  acres  and  six  aers  of  Medow  on  ye  west  side  of  ye  grt 
river  towards  Windsor.” 

1670,  Oct.  12.  P  388  Do:  Benjamin  Parsons  contributes  as  his  assessed  share,  2  loads  of  fire  wood 
towards  the  70  loads  which  Rev.  Mr.  Glover  will  need  “for  ye  yeere”  as  the  “Selectmen  doe  judge.” 

1670/1,  Jan’y  14.  P  148  Do:  The  settlement  of  Sufheld,  Ct.  is  begun  by  grants  of  land  to  Benj.  Par¬ 
sons  and  others. 

1675,  Oct.  5.  Pp  162-175  Spg  Hist  (1888):  King  Philip’s  war  was  now  waging  fiercely.  Major  John 
Pynchon  had  gone  with  a  company  of  troopers  to  Hadley  on  Oct.  4th  leaving  Springfield  undefended. 
This  gave  the  Indians  their  opportunity  and  on  the  5th  they  entered  the  town  burning  33  houses  and 
25  barns,  but  the  inhabitants  had  fled  to  the  three  fortified  houses  which  the  Indians  could  not  take  and 
so  were  saved.  Before  another  October  King  Philip  was  slain  and  the  war  ended.  Then  Springfield  gave 
its  best  thought  to  restoration  and  the  men  upon  whom  the  first  steps  of  the  burden  of  the  rebuilding 
rested  were  Selectmen  George  Colton,  John  Dumbleton,  Benjamin  Parsons,  John  Dorchester,  and  Henry 
Chapin.  Of  these  selectmen  George  Colton  was  Quartermaster  Colton  who  was  the  father  of  Longmeadow, 
while  Benjamin  Parsons  was  the  Deacon  Parsons  of  Mr.  Glover’s  ministry  “who  also”,  says  Green,  the 
historian,  “became  somewhat  of  a  patriarch.” 

1677/8,  Feb’y  5.  Vol.  II,  p  136  Spg  Hist  (1899):  “Here  followes  the  Names  of  such  as  do  promise 
worke  or  pay  for  ye  fortifying  the  new  meeting  house.”  Benj.  Parsons  promised  “  1  rod  stuffe.” 

1677/8,  Feb’y  21.  P  597  Do:  Benjamin’s  wife  Sarah  died  on  New  Year’s  day  1676/7  and  now  he 
takes  to  wife  one  Sarah  Heath,  who  had  m  (1)  Nov.  12,  1640,  John  Leonard,  her  father  having  settled 
in  Springfield  in  1639.  Leonard  had  been  killed  by  the  Indians  on  Feb’y  24,  1675,  6,  leaving  15  children. 
Eight  of  the  nine  Parsons  children  were  yet  under  age  and  unmarried.  Benjamin  and  the  second  Sarah 
lived  together  for  over  eleven  years  until  he  died  when  she  married  (3)  Nov.  3,  1690  the  Hon.  Peter 
Tilton  of  Hadley,  Mass.,  who  died  July  11,  1696.  She  died  Nov.  23,  1711  at  age  of  about  ninety. 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


1678  Aut».  14.  P  138  Do:  “At  this  Meeting  Bcnj:  Parsons  was  Chosen  a  Commissionr  to  joyne  v.th 
ye  Selc’ctmc'n  in  taking  a  List  of  al  male  persons  Rateable  wth  yc  estimation  of  al  Estates,  &  to  make  a 
returne  hereof  to  other  Commissioners  of  other  Townes  chosen  for  ye  like  worke. 

1678  9  lan’y  1.  Vol.  V,  p  83  N  E  H  &  G:  “Since  his  most  Excellent  Majestic  our  Gracious  King 
by  his  Letters  Apl.  27,  1678“  desires  it,  a  new  “Oath  of  Allegiance”  is  given  to  the  citizens  of  Spring- 
field.  Benjamin  Parsons  Sen  is  the  fifth  one  listed  among  the  132  ‘‘who  took  the  Oath  of  Allegiance. 
Banja  Parsons  Jun’r  is  in  the  list  also,  these  being  the  only  Parsons  in  it. 

1678  9  Tan’v  26  Vol  II,  p  72  Spg  Hist  (1899):  “It  was  voted  &  agreed  that  there  should  be  a 
comilL  iScn  pro  Tempore  for  thl^  Scarring  of  Persons  in  rhe  New  Mcering  Horrse.-  The  Worppl 
Major  Pynchon  &  Bcnj  Parsons  were  two  of  the  committee  of  nine  named  for  the  purpose. 

1679  Aug  4  P  142  Do:  A  committee  consisting  of  John  Pynchon,  Samuel  Marshfield,  Thomas  Steb- 

bins,  Jonathan  Burt  and  Benjamin  Parsons  were  appointed  to  apportion  the  lands  “at  or  ^^o^t  ^resh. 
water  Brooke”.  In  answer  to  a  petition  submitted  to  the  Massachusetts  General  Court  in  1683,  this 
"end”  of  Springfield  was  erected  into  a  town  under  the  name  of  Enfield,  and  the  said  committee,  heade 
by  Pynchon,  was  authorized  to  manage  the  town  affairs  until  further  notice;  but  it  was  not  until  1692 
that  this  committee,  or  rather  John  Pynchon  and  Jonathan  Burt,  its  only  surviving  members,  surren¬ 
dered  the  books,  and  records  to  Enfield  with  their  best  wishes  for  the  success  of  the  new  town. 

1679  Dec  ">9  Vol  I  p  427  Do:  “To  Goodman  Parsons  for  Settin  nailcs  for  ye  school  house  and  for 
ferriage  of  his  horse,  &  his  own  time  &  horse  2  dayes,  and  for  worke  about  the 

the  school  house  carting  stone  £2-11-8.”  Again  on  Dec.  31.  1681  he  w-as  paid  £1-2-3,  and  in  Jan>. 
1681/2,  “£1-2-3  for  worke  about  the  Scholh.” 

1679  '80  Feb’y  9.  P  429  Do:  Deacon  Parsons  and  Benjamin  Cooly  are  directed  “to  have  an  eye  to 
the  boys” ’at  church,  “whar  as  there  have  ben  for  a  long  tyme  great  disorder  m  our  assembly  by  many 

young  persons  steeling  out  of  the  meeting  house  before  the  blessing  is  pronounced  .... 

1681  /2  Feb’v  7  Vol  II  p  149  Do:  “Also  It  was  voted  &  concluded  that  their  should  be  a  Comittee 
of  fwe  Men  d.Ln  to  make  a  just  cqnal  In, partial  valuation  of  the  Townes  Lands  &  this  to  last  for 
seven  yeers.”  Benjamin  Parsons  sen’r  and  three  others  were  named  for  this  work.  Cornet  Parsons  as 

chosen  a  selectman  at  this  meeting. 

1681  '2  Mch  13  P  151  Do:  Deacon  Parsons  is  named  among  22  “Sundry  Persons  w'ho  were  absent 
fro  this  meet, ?g,”  and  the  selectmen  were  ordered  to  collect  the  six  pence  fine  "fro  those  persons  under- 

writ.”  ^ 

1684  Mch  31  Vol  34  D  205  NEH&G:  Dea  Benjamin  Pearsons  asks  the  Court  for  administration 

"on  ^staie  of  his  son  in-law  John  Munn An  inventory  gives  £23  at  Springfield  and  £75  at  Vest- 
field.  "Abigail”  is  named  as  widow.  In  his  will  of  1(,S7  Dea.  Benjamin  Parsons  makes  bequests  to  h,s 

grandsons  James  and  John  Munn.  .  .  t 

lAQS  Arhi  6  Vnl  11  n  177  Sd2  Hist  (1899):  “The  same  day  the  other  part  of  sd  Comittee  viz.  Jno 
Pvn“ t  E^q  &  Natl  anS  B  sse  Went  tl  or  Long  Medow  Bridge  to  meet  wth  Enfeild  Men,  where  we 
merym  viz  Isaac  Morgan,  Jonathan  Bush,  Robt  Pease,  Benja  Parsons  &  Samuel  Terrey  junr  And 
agreed  u’pon  a  faire  white  Oake  neer  the  great  River  to  be  marked  for  Bounds  or  L.ne  betwene  Sprmgfie 

16.87  /8  Feb’v  20  Vol.  I  p  267  P  Ct,  Northampton:  “Here  ffolloweth  a  Coppy  of  y^  Li^t  Will  & 
tstiment  of  Deacon  Bcnj  Parsons  deceased  -  of  Springfd:  I  Benjamine  Parsons  of  Springfd 
in  his  Majestys  Territory  and  Dominion  of  New  England  considering  the  frailitie  of  mans  life  here  &  y 
touent  urelpectedness  of  o^  Lord  Jesus  comeing  doe  count  it  as  a  p^  of  rny  X-  Wisdom  to  see  to 
it  V'  V'  State  5  a  poor  Sinners  Soule  be  Soe  with  God  y‘  he  may  w“'  joy  a  Comfort  Entertaine  X  co 
ing  Soe  alsoe  1  jud^^e  it  meete  &  needfull  y'  every  householder  should  set  his  house  in  order  himse 
God  stall  guTde  U  while  Soundness  of  mynde  &  memory  is  p^sent  w-  him  &  therefore  comending  my 
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Soule  to  God  who  created  it,  &  to  Jesus  X‘  who  hath  bought  it,  &  to  y'  holy  ghost  who  hath  applyed 
all  good  to  me  &  Comitting  my  Body  to  y  ground  whence  it  came  &  bclciveing  the  Resurrection  of  it  at 
y'  Last  day  1  doe  now  Constitute  &  make  this  my  Last  Will  as  ffollows: 

“Imp^  haveing  given  to  my  Son  Benj.  Parsons  my  whole  alotment  y'  was  given  to  me  at  Enfield  by 
y'  Comittee  for  Granting  of  Lands  there  \'i2  My  homelot,  Eight  acres  w"  of  I  have  Stubbed  &  broken 
up  as  alsoe  the  houseing  1  have  built  on  s'*  Lot  as  alsoe  all  my  other  Lands  both  upland  &  meadow  & 
low-Lands  at  s'*  Enfield,  as  by  a  deed  of  gift  from  me  to  my  Son  Benjamin  may  appeare  I  doe  further 
give  to  my  s'*  Son  Benjamin  the  Six  acres  of  meadow  in  y*"  great  meadow  w*^**  was  formerly  Sam"  Stebbins 
Land 

“To  my  Son  Sam"  I  doe  give  my  Lower  houselot  ag*‘  Streete  in  Springf*  as  alsoe  four  acres  of  wet 
meadow  at  pacowsuck  viz  that  whole  Lot  -  To  my  Son  Joseph,  I  doe  give  my  houseing  &  Lands  in  Spring- 
feild  excepting  w‘  1  have  given  to  Sam"  as  abovexprest 

“And  my  Will  is  that  my  Son  Joseph  doc  pay  to  my  daughter  Mary  who  is  as  yet  unmarried  fiftecne 
pound  which  he  shall  pay  to  her  in  moveables  if  she  desire  it,  &  that  he  pay  to  my  daughter  Sarah  Do- 
Chester  five  pounds,  &  to  my  daughter  Abigailc  Richards  five  pounds.  Alsoe  y'  Joseph  pay  to  his  Breath- 
ren  Ebenezer  &  Heseciah  five  pounds  apeice  w"  they  come  to  age  of  twentie  one  ycares,  alsoe  y‘  Joseph 
pay  to  my  Grand  Sons  John  Parsons  John  Dochester  James  Dorchester,  Benjamin  Mun  John  Mun  & 
John  Richards  twentie  shillings  a  peice  by  two  yearcs  after  my  decease;  &  in  case  Joseph  be  not  able  or 
not  willing  to  pay  his  Brothers  &  Sisters  &.  his  Cousens  aforementioned  their  portions  &  Legacies  hereby 
bequeathed  to  y'"  then  my  Lower  Lot  in  y*  Long  meadow  shall  be  sold  to  pay  y"  abovexpressed  be- 
queathings  &  Legacies  to  my  Sons,  daughters  &  Grandsons  &  my  Son  Benjamine  shall  have  the  refussall 
of  s"  Lower  Lot;  Alsoe  1  give  to  my  Son  Joseph  all  my  Stock  &  moveables  in  Springfd  hee  being  out  of 
the  Same  to  pay  as  aforexpressed  as  alsoe  to  pay  all  my  debts;  also  my  will  is  y'  my  Son  Benjamine  & 
Joseph  be  exccuto'*  to  this  my  Last  Will  and  testiment  &  in  consideration  of  this  as  my  Last  Will  I  doe 
hereto  set  my  hand  &  Scale  this  20th  day  of  Feb"  Anno  domini  One  thousand  six  hundered  Eightie  Seven 
Anoq*  4'*'  Reg.  Reg"  Jacobi  2*" 

Benjamin  Parsons  to  w'""  Instrum'  was  a  Scale  affixed.’’ 

Signed  Sealed  in  y'  p^sence  of 

Editha  X  Holyoke,  John  Holyoke 

1689,  May  21.  Vol.  II,  p  197  Spg  Hist  (1899):  Deacon  Parsons  is  one  of  five  “chosen  Selectmen  to 
act  in  Town  affaires  according  to  Instructions  in  page  5"*  of  this  booke  for  this  yecr.” 

1689,  Aug.  24.  P  615  Do:  This  is  the  day  when  Benjamin  Parsons  answers  the  summons  to  the  great 
beyond.  He  died  no  doubt  at  home  in  Springfield.  Three  children  were  yet  minors.  If  we  place  his  age 
at  ten  years  when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic,  in  say  1634,  it  would  have  made  him  31  at  the  time  of  mar¬ 
riage  and  65  at  death.  In  1689  he  was  elected  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  so  that  altogether  it  would 
hardly  seem  that  he  was  older  than  this. 

1689/90,  Mch.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  267  P  Ct:  “Here  ffolloweth  an  Inventory  of  y"  Estate  of  Deacon  Parsons 


who  dyed  24  August,  1689.  Taken  by  Charles  fferry,  Jn’  Warner  Mr  Sam"  Marshfeild: 

Impr  8  Catt>i  at  19£  to  house  &  Lot  orchard,  barne  2  acres  over  y«  way  70£  .  .  .  .  £89-00-00 

To  4  acres  of  Land  on  y«  West  side  of  y«  Streete  .........  15-00-00 

2  acres  medo:  26£  10s  .............  26-10-00 

To  12  acres  of  Land  in  Long  meadow  at  30£  out  Lands  at  Smallbrook  12£  ....  42-00-00 

To  1  horse  2£  Cart  irons  &  tackling  6£  bedding  &  table  Lining  14£  .  .  .  .  .  22-00-00 

To  brass  &  pewter  5£  3  pots,  Kettell  frying  pan  3£ .  08-00-00 

To  tramels,  tongs,  fire  showel  gridiron  and  irons  smoothing  irons  basting  iron:  iron  Ladle  sheepe 

sheers  all  at  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  02-05-00 

To  tables  chests  chair®  trays  wooden  ware  bar*'  &  other  Lumb’’  ......  06-00-00 

To  a  gun  &  bible  13s  Weareing  apparrell  10£  wc>>  is  p‘ed  amongst  the  Sons  to  Mutuall  content,  10-13-00 

To  hay  Sold  in  y«  woods  at  •  01-01-00 


£222-09-00 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


"The  Widdow  Parsons  Relict  to  Deacon  Parsons  p^sented  to  this  Co^te  y'  abovcs-i  Inventory  of  his 
Estate  to  she  made  Oath  it  was  a  true  Inventory  Soe  farr  as  slie  Knew  &  if  more  Estate  appeare 
she  vkill  make  discovery  of  it  this  Inventory  taken  17  March  1690.  And  this  Co'te  appointed  Benjamin 
Parsons  &  Ebenez^  Parsons  to  be  Guardians  to  their  Bro'»  Joseph  and  Hczeciah  Parsons  except  Hezeciah 
have  any  past  Objection  &  make  choise  of  Some  others  &  if  Soe  it  is  to  be  with  y'  aprobation  of  Co'^te. 

1689/90,  Mch.  24.  Do:  “M^  Jn*?  Holyoke  personally  came  «5c  declared  y'  being  p^sent  at  y®  tyme  he 
saw  Benjamine  Parsons  hereto  Subscribed,  Signe  &  Seale  this  Instrument  as  his  Last  Will  &  testament 
&  y‘  hee  was  then  of  Sound  disposeing  myndc  to  the  best  of  his  understanding  di  hereunto  made  oath 
this  24  March  165g  before  me  John  Pynchon.” 

1690,  Mch.  30.  Do:  “Approved  of  in  this  Co^te  .NL*'  30  1690  attest  Sam"  Partrigg  Clerk  with  these 
provisors  flfollowing  that  those  things  y‘  were  declared  by  deacon  Parsons  to  be  his  Will  y^  are  not  now 
inserted  shall  be  allowed  to  y'"  it  doth  concerne  viz  To  Ebenez"  Parsons  y*^  four  acre  Lot  y'  lyes  below 
Sam"  Blisses  homestead.  The  widdow  to  have  y'  3''“  of  all  his  Lands  &  houseing  dureing  her  life  d:  one 
cow  for  her  use  &  some  nessarys  for  dressing  of  her  dyett  wch  arc  to  be  returned,  alsoe  Sam"  Parsons 
claimeing  a  20  acre  Lot  at  Skcnunyanuck  w'**  Copor"  John  Hitchcock  gave  Oath  y'  it  was  Deacon  Pat' 
sons  mynde  &  accordingly  this  CoTc  approved  of  y'  aboves".” 

1694/  5,  Fcb’y  6.  P  269  Do:  "Benja  Parsons  aged  38  ycarcs  or  thereabouts  testifieth  that  my  Father 
Benjamen  Parsons  of  Springfeild  who  deceased  about  July  1689,  told  me  about  three  weekes  before  he 
dyed  that  he  had  made  his  wil,  but  y‘  wil  should  not  stand,  for  he  Intended  to  alter  it.  That  is,  he  in- 
tended  to  give  his  son  Ebenezer  the  4  acor  home  lot  which  was  below  Sami  Bliss  Senior  s.  On  Feby. 
23'*  Nathaniel  Dumblcton,  aged  30,  testified  to  the  same  effect,  while  John  Pynchon.  Judge,  also  recalled 
the  testimony  of  Mr.  Sami  Marshfield,  now  deceased,  given  to  the  same  effect  at  the  Court  of  March,  1690. 


1. 


2. 


3. 

4. 


5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 


he  d.  fJov.  10,  1732 
she  d.  July  8,  1729, 


CHILDREN 

(all  born  at  Springfield,  Mass.) 

SARAH  b.  Aug.  18,  1656;m.Mch.  1,  1677,  James  Dorchester;  shed.  June  27,  1740, ac  84 
They  lived  in  Springfield  where  he  was  a  tythingman,  &c. 

BENJAMIN  b.  Sept.  15,  1658;m.Jan’y  17,  1683,  Sarah  Keep;  he  d.  Dec.  28,  1728,  *70 
5G  63 

They  lived  in  Springfield.  In  1723  he  was  chosen  as  hoggreeve.  Her  father  John  Keep  was  killed  by  Indians 
at  Longmeadow  in  1676.  This  couple  are  ancestors  of  Juliaetie,  Mary  &  Martha  Parsons,  now  (1922)  resi¬ 
dents  of  Enfield,  Ct.  The  site  of  their  ancestors’  original  dwelling  at  Enlield  is  now  occupied  by  the  Fred  k  H. 
Bassette  family. 

MARY  b.  Dec.  10,  1660;  she  d.  Jan’y  27,  1662,  ae  I 

ABIGAIL  b.  Jan’y  6,  1662;  m  (I)  Dec.  23,  1680,  John  Munn;  she  d. -  he  d.  Sept.  16,  1684,  ae  32 

Munn  went  to  Westfield  and  there  died  “of  a  surfiet  got  at  the  Falls  fight.”  She  m  (2)  Oct.  7,  1686,  John 
Richards  a  schoolmaster  from  Hartford  and  they  had  three  children.  On  Feb’y  29,  1704,  he  lost  one  daughter 
"captivated”  and  soon  after  moved  to  Suffield,  Ct. 

SAMUEL  b.  Oct.  10,  1666;  m.  Mch.  18,  1683,  Hannah  Hitchcock;  he  d.  Feb’y,  1736,  ae  70  she  d. 

They  lived  at  Enfield. 

DEA.  EBENEZER  b.  Nov.  17,  1668;  m.  Apl.  10,  1690,  Margaret  Marshfield;  he  d.  Sept.  23,  1752,  ae  84  she 
d.  June  12,  1758,  ae  87 

He  was  deacon  for  52  years  in  Springfield.  Has  tombstone  in  West  Springfield. 

MARY  b.  Dec.  17,  1670;  m.  Oct.  21,  1691,  Dea.  Thomas  Richards  (see  below) 

HEZEKIAH  b.  Nov.  24,  1673;  m.  Feb’y.  20,  1701,  Hannah  Cooley;  he  d.  Mch.  18,  1756,  ae  83  she  d.  Oct. 
25,  1764 

They  lived  in  Enfield,  Ct.;  also  Suffield  and  East  Windsor. 

JOSEPH  b.  Dec.,  1675;  m.  Sept.  15,  1697,  Abigail  Phelps;  he  d.  Oct.  21,  1733  she  d.. 

He  was  deputy  to  the  General  Court  from  Springfield.  She  was  of  Northampton;  she  m  (2)  Feb  y  17,  17  , 

Peletiah  Morgan. 
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LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Dea.  Thomas  Richards  b.  1666  m.  Mary  Parsons  b.  1670 
Thomas  Richards  b.  1694  m.  Abigail  Turner  b.  1697 

Dca.  John  Richards  b.  1730/1  m.  Mary  French  b. - 

Amos  Richards  b.  1759  m.  Lydia  Lewis  b.  1763 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emcline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m,  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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THE  HENRY  PECK  FAMILY 


HENRY  PECK  b. - 

JOAN -  ni. - 

b.  -  d.  Nov.,  1651 

d.  - 

1646.  P  11  C  R  (1914):  In  the  First  Church 
Records  of  New  Haven  Joan  Peck  is  No.  161  on 
the  membership  roll. 

1646.7,  Mch.  10.  Vol.  I,  p  181  G  C;  "Sister 
Peeke”  is  assigned  to  “seate  3,  In  the  seates  on  the 
sides”  of  the  meeting  house. 

1651,  Oct.  30.  In  his  will,  her  husband  says,  "  1 
doe  give  my  wife  my  house  and  home  Lott,  and 
half  the  household  stuff  ....  also  1  doe  give 
to  my  wife  my  bigest  cow.” 

1654,  May  2.  Vol.  I,  p  149  T  V:  At  Court, 
"Joan  Peck,  the  widdow  of  ye  deceased  testifyed 
upon  oath  that  this  is  a  full  Inventory  of  her  hus- 
band’s  estate,  according  to  her  best  light.” 

1655,  Aug.  8.  P  178  Do:  "Upon  the  desire  of 
V/iddow  Peeke  (the  whole  towne  voteing  in  this 
case)  she  was  abated  forty  shillings  wch  she  is  in 
debt  to  ye  Towne  Treasury:” 

1655,''6,  Feb’y  11.  P  188  Do:  Widow  Peck  was 
assigned  to  seat  5  in  the  "Cross  Seates”  which 
was  large  enough  for  seven  women.  In  this  seating 
of  the  meeting  house  1 1 1  women  were  provided 
for. 

1660,  Apl.  23.  P  316  Do:  "Sister  Preston  at  her 
desire  was  freed  &  in  her  stead  Sister  Peck,  the 
widdow,  was  appointed  to  sweep  the  Meeting 
house.”  Sometime  later  in  the  year  widow  Joan 
Peck  marries  for  a  second  husband  Andrew  Low 
of  New  Haven  who  is  No.  35  (1639)  on  the  First 
Church  roll  of  members.  The  year  before  this  he 
was  freed  from  training  because  he  was  above  60 
years  of  age.  She  was  close  to  40. 

1661/2,  Jan’y  13.  Vol.  I,  p  366  TV:  Sister  Low 
is  seated  "in  the  long  seate”  at  church  "next  the 
wall.” 

1663,  Nov.  3.  Vol.  II,  p  26  T  V:  "The  Court 


1637,  June  26.  P  58  New  Haven  Hist  (1902). 
Henry  Peck  is  supposed  by  some  to  have  emi¬ 
grated  with  Rev.  John  Davenport  and  party  in¬ 
cluding  Governor  Theophilus  Eaton,  who  arrived 
in  Boston  in  ship  Hector  this  day.  This  party  ap¬ 
peared  next  spring  in  New  Haven.  Henr)'  Peck 
was  probably  brother  of  Deacon  William  Peck  and 
of  Joseph  Peck  who  arrived  at  about  the  same 
time.  Their  home  town  in  England  does  not  seem 
to  be  known,  nor  is  it  known  whether  Henry 
brought  Joan  his  wife  with  him  or  whether  he 
married  her  on  this  side.  Henry  Peck  was  not  in 
fact  among  the  first  63  listed  freemen  as  noted 
below,  but  he  may  yet  have  been  on  the  ground 
and  not  fully  able  to  fulfill  all  the  conditions.  In¬ 
deed  in  1637  1  estimate  that  he  was  hardly  more 
than  out  of  his  teens,  and  in  1651  when  he  died 
but  little  over  thirty.  Considering  his  youth  he 
made  a  fair  impression  on  his  new  world  home 
town.  He  had  excuses  enough  but  he  had  the 
energy  of  healthy  youth  and  was  making  good 
when  the  grim  reaper  came  his  way.  He  was  a 
carpenter  we  believe.  A  portion  of  his  home  lot 
was  on  present  George  street,  some  of  which  is 
still  held  by  his  descendants.  Matthews’  American 
Armour  &  Blue  Book  gives  a  Peck  Family  Coat  of 
Arms. 

1638.  Apl.  15.  Vol.  I,  p  9  Hist  New  Haven  Co. 
(1892):  Henry  Peck  in  all  probability  was  present 
when  the  Davenport  party  held  its  first  church 
service  at  New  Haven,  which  was  in  the  open  air 
with  preaching  from  the  text  that  now  adorns  the 
frieze  of  the  new  post-office  building:  "Wisdom 
hath  builded  her  house;  she  hath  hewn  out  her 
seven  pillars.”  Matthew  Gilbert  (Wilbur  C. 
Gilbert’s  ancestor)  is  one  of  the  seven  whose 
names  are  also  carved  thereon.  Thus  while  pil¬ 
grims  were  reaching  after  true  liberty  under  God  ^ 
in  the  New  World,  the  Roman  Catholic  brand  of 
Christianity  was  suffering  on  the  other  side  of  the 
world  in  the  way  of  expulsion  from  Japan  because 

of  the  alleged  political  plottings  of  the  Jesuits  and 
other  Portuguese  missionaries.  All  Christians  were 
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prohibited  by  proclamation  from  entering  the 
country  in  the  following  words:  “So  long  as  the 
sun  shall  warm  the  earth  let  no  Christian  be  so 
bold  as  to  come  to  Japan;  and  let  all  know  that 
the  King  of  Spain  himself,  or  the  Christian’s  God, 
or  the  Great  God  of  All,  if  he  violates  this  com¬ 
mand,  shall  pay  for  it  with  his  head.’’  Thus  read 
the  notice  boards  posted  from  1650  to  1873  in 
villages  and  by  roadsides  all  over  Japan. 

1639,  June  4.  Vol.  I,  p  3  G  C:  “Whereas  there 
was  a  foundamentall  agreem'  made  in  a  gcnerall 
meeting  of  all  the  free  planters  of  this  towne,  on 
the  4'*'  of  the  fowerth  moneth  called  June,  namely 
thatt  church  members  onely  shall  be  free  bur- 

- — - —  gesses,  and  they  onely  shall  chuse  among  them 

selves  magistrates  and  officers  to  have  the  power  of  transacting  all  publique  civill  affayres  of  this  planta¬ 
tion,  of  makeing  and  repealing  lawes,  devideing  inherritances,  decideing  of  differences  thatt  may  arise, 
and  doeing  all  things  and  businesses  of  like  nature.  Itt  was  therefore  ordered  by  all  the  said  free  planters 
thatt  all  those  thatt  hereafter  should  be  received  as  planters  into  this  plantation  should  allso  submitt  to 
the  said  foundamentall  agreemt,  and  testifie  the  same  by  subscribing  their  names  under  the  names  of  the 
aforesaid  planters  as  followeth.”  Here  follow  sixty  three  names  in  the  handwriting  of  the  Secretary  show¬ 
ing  these  to  be  the  only  free  planters  at  that  time  in  New  Haven.  Forty  eight  autograpii  signatures  follow 
these  63,  representing  later  additions.  Henry  Peck  and  his  brother  William  Peck  were  among  these  48. 
Three  references  follow  referring  to  “brother  Peck”  and  “Goodman  Peck.”  Which  of  the  brothers  was 
meant? 


came  together  to  consider  of  the  Estate  belonging 
to  Goodwife  Low  sometime  wife  to  Henry  Peeke 
deceased.”  Appraisers  were  appointed  to  fix  the 
value  when  Andrew  Low  married  her. 

1663,  Nov.  19.  P  26  Do:  The  Court  orders  that 
the  Peck  children  should  have  £33  set  aside  to 
them  out  of  her  estate  in  the  hands  of  Andrew  Low. 

1663,  Dec.  1.  P  28  Do:  “Goodwife  Low  ap¬ 
peared  with  her  children  about  Guardians  for 
theyre  Estate.”  They  were  duly  appointed. 
Goodwife  Low  is  not  now  far  from  43.  How  much 
longer  she  lived  is  not  known,  her  death  not  being 
recorded.  Her  husband  Andrew  Low  died  Apl.  14, 
1670. 


1641,  May.  P  22  Do:  “Bro:  Peeke  chosen  measurer  for  the  towne  to  fill  and  strike  all  the  come  thatt 
comes  into  the  plantation  from  other  places,  for  wch  he  is  to  have  6d  for  every  score  bushells  \''ch  he 
measureth,  an  a  halfe  peny  for  every  bushell  under  tenne  bushells,  the  one  halfe  to  be  payd  by  the  buyer, 
and  the  other  halfe  by  the  seller.” 

1640/41,  Mch.  17.  P  21  Do;  “The  land  for  the  small  lotts  on  ye  banke  side  and  by  ye  west  creek 
was  appoynted  to  be  layd  out,  as  their  lotts  were  drawne  in  order  as  followeth:”  Goodm  Peck  is  the  12th 
among  the  32  who  drew  in  this  division. 

1642/3,  Jan’y  16.  P  42  Do:  “Itt  is  ordered  thatt  two  pounds  shall  be  made  forthwth,  one  att  brother 
Whiteheads  corner,  wch  brother  Peck  is  to  keepe,  and  another  by  the  creeke  (where  brother  Nash  his 
shopp  did  stand)  wch  brother  Kimberley  is  to  keepe.” 

1643,  P  51  Do:  Henry  Peeke  is  in  the  list  of  planters  with  “5^  acres  in  3:  pts,  w’thin  the  two  mile: 
3  acres  of  meddow,  and  12  acres  of  upland  in  ye  second  divissior .” 

1644,  July  1.  P  89  Do:  “Hen:  Peck”  is  the  way  his  name  appears  on  the  new  freeman’s  list  of  182  men. 
Our  James  Bell,  Benjamin  Willmott  and  Rich:  Spery  appear  also.  This  was  a  fresh  start.  Gov.  Theophilus 
Eaton  took  the  oath  first  and  “Then  he  gave  itt  to  all  those  whose  names  are  hereunder  written.” 

1645,  Aug.  18.  P  104  Do:  “Uppon  a  letter  from  the  Governour  it  was  desired  that  some  course  may  be 
taken  for  the  common  saftie  in  these  rumours  &  tumults  of  the  Indians  ....  Henry  Peeke  and  Oid 
Bassett  were  desired  to  sett  the  gunnes  uppon  good  strong  carryadges.” 

1646,  Oct.  7.  P  167  Do:  “Goodman  Bassett,  Henry  &  Joseph  Peck  desired  to  cutt  woods  on  the  com¬ 
mon,  wch  was  granted,  provided  it  be  according  to  the  approbation  of  the  viewers. 

1648,  July  3.  P  215  Do:  “Viewers  chosen  for  the  fences  for  the  yeare  ensuing  are  as  followeth;  Thomas 
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Beament,  Henry  Peeke  for  the  playnes.”  Others  were  chosen  for  various  “quarters”  -  “for  ye  subverbes,” 
and  “for  Oyster-shelUfeild  till  ye  come  be  out.” 

1648,  Aug.  1.  P  217  Do:  “Henry  Peeke  and  Joseph  Peeke  were  complained  of  for  comeing  two  late 
wth  their  armes  on  Lord’s  day  in  ye  morning;  they  answered  that  ye  night  before  they  watched  &  had 
no  rest,  &  when  they  came  home  they  went  to  take  a  little  rest,  that  so  they  might  be  ye  fitter  for  ye 
ordinances  &  not  sleepe,  uiwn  wch  consideration,  for  this  time,  ye  court  pass  it  by.” 

1648,  Dec.  5.  P  223  Do:  “Henry  Peck  was  complained  of  for  absenc  at  a  Generali  Court,  he  said  his 
wife  was  sick  and  that  was  the  cause  upon  wch  consideration  he  was  excused.” 

1649,  April  3.  P  236  Do:  “Henry  Peeke,  Robert  Basset  &  Thomas  Barnes  was  fined  each  of  them  5s, 
because  they  are  not  provided  wth  each  man  a  ladder  for  his  house,  to  stand  by  his  chimny,  thoughe  they 
have  had  warning  oft  times  in  ye  Generali  Court,  &  pticulerly  by  ye  Marshall.” 

1649,  May  14.  P  238  Do:  “Henry  Peck  had  libbertie  to  take  of  that  timber  wch  the  tanners  have 
failed  for  his  use  in  his  trade.” 


1649  Aug  7.  P  246  Do:  Henry  Peeke,  our  Goodwife  Bunill  and  Goodwife  Charles  were  in  court  to 
answer’ to  a  charge  of  slander  about  Jeremiah  Osborn  and  his  maid  Sarah  Ollard.  “Henry  Peeke  aiv 
swered  that  such  a  report  of  ye  maid  was  brought  into  his  house  as  he  tooke  it  up,  but  ....  he  sees 

that  was  his  mistake  and  his  Sinn  &  is  sorrey  that  he  was  so  foolish  to  speake  of  it.  •  •  •  ■  He  was  asked 

whoe  brought  it  to  his  house,  he  said  goodwife  Bunill.”  She  reported  what  Goodwife  Charles  had  said 
and  Goodwife  Charles  thought  she  was  only  an  innocent  repeater  of  the  gossip.  “Henry  Peeke  was  asked 
if  he  had  any  witnes  that  could  cleare  it  that  either  of  these  women  was  ye  author  of  this  report,  he  said 
he  had  none.”  Whereupon  the  “Court  proceeded  to  sentence,  and  ordered  that  Henry  Peeke  paye  to 
Jeremiah  Osborne  &  Sarah  Ollard  for  ye  wrong  he  hath  done  them  5£,  wch  is  to  be  devided  betwixt  them. 

1649,  Oct.  2.  P  250  Do:  “Henry  Peeke  and  Thomas  Marshall  for  not  bringing  ther  armes  to  ye  meet' 
ing  on  day  when  it  was  their  turne,  was  fined  each  man  2s  6d.” 

1649/50,  Mch.  5.  Vol.  I,p  12T  V:  “A  fineofSerjant  Munsons  laid  Oct.  2th  1649:  of  6s  8ci  was  re^mitted 
also  a  fine  of  5s  of  Robart  Meakers,  laid  then  also:  and  2s  6d  to  M^‘*  Gregson  Aug.  7th  49;  and  7s  6d  to 
Henry  Peeke,  Aprell  3th  &  October  2th  1649;  the  Court  saw  cause  to  remitt  all  these  fines.” 

1650,  Sept.  3.  P  33  Do:  “Henry  Peeke,  Bcnjamine  Wilmott,”  and  eight  other  citizens,  “being  warned 
to  appeare  at  this  Court,  appeared  not,  wch  the  Court  looked  upon  as  a  Great  neglect,  if  not  contempt, 
and  Ordered  that  they  be  warned  to  ye  next  Court,  to  show  cause  why  they  did  not  now  appeare. 

1650,  Oct.  3.  P  35  Do:  “At  a  Generali  Court  Held  at  Newhaven,  Mr.  Evans,  Hen:  Peeke,  Jno  Vincon 
&  William  Paine  had  libbertie  to  d’parte  y'  Court.” 

1651,  Oct.  30.  Vol.  I,  p  51  P  Ct,  New  Haven:  “The  Last  Will  and  Testament  of  Henry  pecke  The 
30'*'  8th  month  1651.  Henry  Peck  being  weake  and  neer  his  change,  yet  haveing  the  use  of  his  under, 
standing,  desires  in  the  first  place,  To  resigne  up  his  soule  to  God.  And  soe  that  Portion  of  outward  Estate 
blessing  God  hath  given  him.  To  dispose  of  them  thus:  That  after  debts  discharged  I  doe  give  to  my  w,fe 
mv  house  and  home  Lott,  and  half  the  household  stuff.  The  other  half  to  be  divided  Among  the  children. 
Also  I  doe  give  to  my  wife  my  bigest  Cow;  and  the  rest  of  ye  Cattell  and  Lands  to  be  devided  Amonge  t  e 
children;  wth  this  aprisale  that  if  there  be  one  part  that  Does  appear  to  be  better  than  the  other,  or  more 
Convenient,  that  better  part  or  most  Convenient  I  Doe  Dispose  To  my  Elder  sonn  Joseph.  And  t  a 
Rest  cattell  and  Land  be  devided  soon  after  my  Decease  and  the  improvement  of  them,  be  put  into 

Trusty  hands  for  the  good  of  them  all.” 

Witness:  Wiluam  pecke 

John  Moss,  S.^muel  Whitehead 

1651  Nov  Vol.  II,  p  60  T  V,  Ptd:  “Henry  Peck  died  in  November  1651,  leaving  Widow  Joan  and 
four  children  under  4  years  of  age.”  So  says  this  foot  note;  but  strictly  speaking  only  one  child  was  under 
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4  and  the  oldest  was  at  least  eight.  The  will  was  probably  dictated  on  his  death  bed  when  he  w'as  too 
weak  to  sign  it.  He  was  not  far  from  30  years  old  when  he  died. 

1651,  Nov.  30.  Vol.  I,  p  51  P  Ct;  “An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Henry  Peeke,  Taken  30'*’:  9'*’  moneth 
1651: 


His  weareing  cloathes,  hose  and  sheets  .......... 

One  feather  bed,  one  straw  bed,  one  bolster,  .3  pillowes  ....... 

Two  coverings:  3  old  blankets  30s:  five  sheets  40s  ........ 

Sundry  items:  chests,  Ixixes,  chairs,  stools,  pans,  brass  pots,  warming  pans,  dishes,  a.xes,  frames, 
hooks,  longs,  bellowcs,  tubbs,  barrells,  sword,  powder  and  sliott,  sawes,  hammers,  &c.,  &c. 
A  house  and  home  Lott  £8:  upland  and  meadows  £5  . 

four  acres  of  rye  that  is  on  the  Land  .......... 

Come  in  the  house;  12  bushclls  of  rye  at  4s  p  bush  ........ 

Indian  sowne  8s  6<i:  three  swine  42s 

Three  Cowes,  one  steer,  two  yearlings  .......... 


£03:02:00 

02:10:00 

03:10:00 

9:11:08 

13:00:00 

03:10:00 

02:08:00 

02:10:06 

24:10:00 


£64:11:02 


Debts  that  hee  owes: 

Debts  owing  him : 

To  Mr.  Pell 

.  £1:  5:0 

Jno  Benltam 

00:03:06 

To  William  Peeke 

.  1:15:0 

Goodwife  Gharles 

00:05:00 

To  Mr.  Goodyear 

.  1:  5:0 

James  Till 

00:15:00 

To  Andrew  Low 

.  0:  4:0 

15  more  items 

.  5:  4:0 

65:15:08 

9:13:00 

£9:13:0 

remaining  £56:02:08” 


Samuell  Whitehead 
Roccer  Allen 


1654,  May  2.  Vol.  I,  pp  148-9  TV:  “A  wrighting  was  presented  to  ye  Court  as  ye  last  will  &Testamt 
of  Henry  Peeke,  late  of  New  Haven  deceased,  made  the  30th  of  ye  8th  moneth,  1651,  whereunto  is  neither 
his  hand  nor  scale,  yet  is  witnessed  by  William  Peeke,  John  Moss,  and  Sam:  Whithead;  and  William 
Peeke  and  Samuell  Whithead  now  affirmed  upon  oath  that  Hen:  Peeke,  being  of  competent  understand¬ 
ing  &  memory,  in  their  hearing  declared  this  wrighting  to  be  his  last  will  Testamt: 

“An  Inventory  of  the  estate  of  ye  said  Henry  Peeke  was  piesented  made  the  30‘>*  of  the  9'"  moneth 
1651,  by  Sam:  Whithead  and  Rogger  Allen,  amounting  to  56£  2s  8d  and  Joan  Peck,  the  widdow  of  ye 
deceased  testifyed  upon  oath  that  this  is  a  full  Inventory  of  her  husbands  estate,  according  to  her  best 
light;  and  Rogger  Allen  and  Sam:  Whithead, the  two  prizers,  tooke  oath  that  the  Apprismt  is  just,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  best  light.”  (These  two  items  appear  also  in  Gen’l  Court  Records  Vol.  1,  p  59.)  ■ 

1663,  Nov.  3.  Vol.  II,  p  26  T  V:  “At  a  Meeting  of  the  Court  Privately:  The  Court  came  together  to 
consider  of  the  Estate  belonging  to  Goodwife  Low,  Sometime  wife  to  Henry  Peeke  deceased,  &  upon 
Consideration  ordered  that  the  Estate  should  be  apprized,  as  neare  as  it  could  be,  when  Andrew'  Low 
married  her,  &  nominated  Samll  Whitehead  &  Abraham  dowlitle  for  that  end.” 

1663,  Nov.  19.  P  26  Do:  “The  Court  mett  againe  to  Consider  of  the  Estate  aforesd:  what  part  should 
belong  to  the  Children  &  upon  a  serious  view  of  the  W'ill  of  Henry  Peeke  (theyre  father)  deceased  &  com- 
pareing  both  the  inventories  together,  did  order,  that  they  should  have  twenty  eight  pound  in  Cattle  & 
other  goods  out  of  the  Estate  now  in  the  hand  of  Andrew  Low  to  be  equally  devided  betwixt  ym  vizt, 
Joseph,  Eleazar,  Benjamin,  &  Elizabeth  Peeke;  alsoe  theyr  part  of  Land  &  meadow  according  to  they' 
fathers  Will  (which  though  part  of  it  apeared  to  be  sold  yet  the  Courte  could  not  allow  of  ye  sale,  it  being 
contrary  to  theyre  father’s  Will  formerly  approved  of  in  this  Court) :  the  Land  being  valued  at  five  pound 
in  ye  former  inventory,  which  being  added  to  the  28£,  each  part  comes  to  eight  pound  five  shillings;  they 
was  alsoe  ordered  to  appeare  next  Court  &  Choose  theyre  Guardians  yt  may  take  care  of  this  Estate.” 

1663,  Dec.  1.  P  28  Do:  Court  Record  headed  “Hen:  Peekes  children:”  “Goodwife  Low  appeared  with 
her  children  about  Guardians  for  theyr  Estate.  Joseph  &  Eliazer  chose  Ensigne  Munson  &  Benjamin  & 
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Elizabeth  chose  Roger  Ailing,  who  accepted  of  it  &  was  approved  of  by  the  Court,  only  they  exprest 
themselves  thus:  first  Roger  Ailing  That  he  would  take  the  cattle  &  put  them  out  as  his  owne,  but  would 
run  noe  venture,  but  they  should  beare  the  Hazard  &  have  the  profit;  Bro:  Munson  declared  alsoe  the 
same.” 

“Andrew  Low  propounded  yt  they  would  take  the  house  for  theyre  part,  but  it  would  not  be  accepted, 
not  standing  with  the  Will  of  theyre  father.” 

CHILDREN 

(all  born  and  recorded  at  New  }daven) 

1.  ELEAZER  bp.  Mch.  13,  1643;  m.  Oct.  31,  1671,  Mary  Bunnell  (see  below) 

2.  ENS.  JOSEPH  bp.  Sept.  5,  1647;  m.  Nov.  23,  1672,  Sarah  Ailing;  he  d.  Apl.  15.  1720,  ae  73  she  d.  9  ch 

In  1679  he  was  a  constable  at  New  Haven.  In  1704  in  the  Land  division  he  had  S  persons  in  his  family.  He 

is  No.  282  (1685)  in  First  Church  Book.  Notice  he  and  Benjamin  are  baptised  together.  Are  they  twins? 

3.  BENJAMIN  bp.  Sept.  5,  1647;  in.  Mch.  29,  1670,  Mary  Sperry;  he  d.  a  Mch.,  1730,  a;  a  83  she  d.  10  ch 

He  is  No.  332  (1686)  on  First  Church  Roll.  They  are  in  our  direct  line.  See  their  history. 

4.  ELIZABETH  b.  Mch.  16,  1649;  m.  Dec.  4,  1672,  John  Hotchkiss;  she  bp.  Mch.  24,  1650  he  d.  1689  8  ch 

She  is  No.  393  (1687)  on  1st  Church  Roll. 


ELEAZER  PECK  bp.  Mch.  13,  1643 

MARY  BUNNELL  m.  Oct.  31,  1671 

b.  May  4,  1650  d.  a  Apl.,  1736 

d.  July  20,  1724,  ae  74  ac  93 

1650,  May  4.  Vol.  I,  P  7  V  R:  Mary  Bunnell 
was  born  at  the  family  home  in  New  Haven.  She 
had  one  sister  and  three  brothers  and  was  fourth 
in  order.  This  is  her  record:  “Mary  Bunill  the 
Daughter  of  William  Bunill  was  born  the  4th  of 
May,  1650.” 

1724,  July  20.  P  325  Peck  Gen  (1868):  At  age 
of  seventy  four  Mary  Peck  passes  to  her  reward 
at  Wallingford.  She  had  lived  to  celebrate  her 
golden  wedding  with  three  years  to  spare  but  died 
eleven  years  before  her  husband.  Of  the  ten  chiL 
dren  she  saw  seven  of  them  at  least  married  and 
settled. 


court  and  choose  guardians.  (This  action  followed  on 


1643,  Mch.  13.  P  324  Peck  Gen  (1868):  Eleazer 
Peck  was  baptised  in  New  Haven  this  day  when 
probably  he  was  but  a  few'  weeks  old.  This  is  a 
few  years  earlier  than  the  public  record  of  births 
w'as  started  by  the  town.  For  about  thirty  years 
he  lived  in  New  Haven  and  was  beginning  to  show 
to  the  town  a  good  quality  of  backbone  when  he 
decided  to  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  pioneers  w’ho 
proposed  to  settle  a  new  tow'n  called  Wallingford. 
In  this  new'  town  he  made  an  honorable  name  for 
himself  show'ing  activity  in  both  church  and  school 
affairs  as  well  as  in  civic  affairs  and  industry  and 
living  to  good  old  age. 

1663,  Nov.  19.  Vol.  II,  p  26  T  V:  “The  Court 
mett  againe  to  Consider  of  the  Estate  of  Henry 
Peeke:  w'hat  part  should  belong  to  the  Children.” 
Joseph,  Eleazer,  Benjamin  &  Elizabeth  were  each 
allotted  £8'5s  and  were  ordered  to  appear  at  next 
the  marriage  of  their  mother  to  Andrew  Low.) 


1663,  Dec.  1.  P  28  Do:  Joseph  &  Eleazer  Chose  Ensigne  Munson  and  Benjamin  &  Elizabeth  choose 
Roger  Ailing  for  guardians  both  of  whom  accept  of  it. 

1669/70,  Jan’y  5.  P  135  Do:  In  a  Court  action  of  “slaunder  and  defamation”  occurs  this  paragraph 
which  may  mean  that  Eleazer  was  a  maker  of  or  dealer  in  soap:  “The  plaintiffe  Anthony  Elcock  declared, 
that  John  Tod  had  defamed  his  name  in  chargeing  him  with  stealeing  of  things  out  of  the  vessell,  as 
wheate  of  Mrs.  Bonds  &  soape  of  Eleazar  Pecks,  &  soe  presented  his  evidence.” 

1669/70,  Jan’y  31.  Vol.  I,  p  1  T  V,  Wallingford:  “We  whose  names  are  underwritten,  being  accepted 
by  the  Committee  of  New  Haven,  for  ye  intended  Village  as  planters  and  desiring  that  the  worship  and 
ordinances  of  God  may  in  due  time,  be  set  up,  and  encouraged  among  us  as  the  main  concernment  of  a 
Christian  people,  doe  sincerely  and  in  the  fear  of  God,  promise  and  engage  ourselves  that  we  shall  not 
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neither  directly  or  indirectly  do  anything  to  hinder  or  obstruct  any  good  means  that  shall  be  used  by  the 
said  committee  to  promote  the  premises.”  ....  Among  the  33  original  signers  to  this  covenant  for 
the  settling  of  Wallingford  are  ‘‘Ealiazer  Peck”  and  John  Peck  his  cousin. 

1670,  May  12.  Vol.  I,  p  3  T  V,  Wallingford:  Here  is  spread  the  General  Court  order  fixing  the  bounds 
of  Wallingford,  the  town  rules  for  holding  and  selling  lands  and  a  record  of  the  house  lots  “as  they  were 
first  situated  upon  the  hill  on  the  East  side  of  the  Great  plains  called  New  Haven  plains.”  The  6th  lot 
went  to  Eleazur  Peck  (on  the  East  side).  Each  was  6  acres.  The  town  plot  shows  him  to  be  on  the  N.  E. 
corner  of  Long  High  Way  (Main  st)  and  Centre  st.  The  plantation  was  on  the  Old  Colony  Road  from. 
Hartford  to  New  Haven,  the  first  through  highway  laid  out  in  the  state. 

1670,  Dec.  6.  Vol.  II,  p  145  T  V,  New  Haven:  “At  Court  John  Morris,  Plantiffe,  Eliazcr  Peeke  defend'. 
In  an  action  of  Slaunder  &  defamation  for  Chargeing  the  sd  John  Morris  with  stealeing  his  iron  rakes,  « 
his  Canooe,  &  two  load  of  wood,  &  saying  that  he  is  a  lyar  and  a  theife  to  ye  value  of  twenty  pounds 
dammage.  The  Plaint:  John  Browne  6d  Mary  Browne  testified  that  at  their  house  Eleazer  Peck  sd  yt 
John  Morris  was  a  liar  &  a  theafe;  he  sd  he  sd  noe  more  then  he  would  prove  &  make  him  ashamed  of  it 
for  all  he  was  Mr.  Bishops  sonne.”  (Mr.  Bishop  was  a  Majistrate  and  Morris  had  married  his  daughter 
Hannah.) 

The  defendant  did  not  object  to  said  testimony  except  to  say  his  words  w-ere  “he  lyed  and  stole”,  not 
“a  liar  &  a  theife”.  The  defendant  then  presented  8  witnesses:  Joseph  Tuttle,  aged  30,  in  September  ’69 
had  occasion  “to  goe  over  to  ye  iroivw'orks  and  saw  John  Morris  using  the  boat  but  he  said  Eleazur  Peck 
had  lent  it  to  him  and  if  anyone  tried  to  take  it  w'ee  should  fight  for  it.”  John  Glover,  aged  22,  testified 
to  the  same  effect.  Wm.  Holt,  aged  58,  “  testifieth  yt  sometime  last  summer  he  had  wood  lay  cut  on  ye 
east  side  against  dragon  creek  which  w'as  took  aw’ay  without  his  consent;  also  in  another  place  IJ^  acres 
more,  &  sometime  after  John  Morris  came  to  him  &  told  him  yt  Eleazer  peck  had  charged  him  with 
stealeing  of  wood”  .  .  .  .  Jeremiah  How',  aged  20,  said  that  “23/^  years  ago  he  see  John  Morris  worke 
with  one  of  Eleazer  peck’s  rakes  &  he  told  him  yt  it  was  Eleazer  peck’s  Rake.  ”  Ebenezer  Hooke  saw 
John  Morris  “at  the  end  of  May  at  ye  East  side  cart  downe  Eleazer  peck’s  wood  downe  to  ye  w'ater  side.  ” 
Jeremiah  How  testified  that  about  a  yeare  agoe  yt  wee  was  on  ye  cast  side  helpeing  Eleazer  Peck  cutt 
wood  &  they  fell  two  trees”  ....  Sam’l  Hemminway,  aged  33,  said  that  “John  Morris  told  mee 
yt  sd  Eleazer  Peck  layd  claime  to  tw’o  trees  which  Morris  hired  Hemminw'ay  to  cart  away  for  him” 
....  Samuell  Potter  testified  that  “about  the  latter  end  of  May  last  I  being  imployed  by  Eleazar 
peck  in  getting  of  shells,  saw  Eleazer  peck  take  one  Rake  out  of  John  Morrises  hand  6l  found  another  by 
them;”  he  heard  “Eleazer  peck  lay  Claime  to  about  a  loade  &  a  halfe  or  two  load  of  wood  which  John 
Morris  had  carted  to  ye  water  side;”  he  heard  “Eleazar  Peck  blameing  Morris  for  taking  his  Canoe 
without  leave”  .... 

Judgment:  “In  ye  action  wherin  John  Morris  is  plaint:  &  Eleazer  pecke  contra  defend',  The  Jury 
finds  for  y'  defendt  Costs  of  Court.  This  was  accepted  &  ordered  to  bee  ye  judgment  of  Court.”  James 
Bishop,  Majistrate,  father-indaw  of  Morris,  appealed  for  new  hearing  “not  findeing  satissaction  yt  ye 
sd  Verdict  «3c  Judgemt  is  according  to  Evidence.”  This  action  encouraged  Morris  to  further  indiscretion 
which  brought  him  into  Court  again  in  short  order  with  the  tables  turned,  as  per  what  follow's. 

1670/1,  Jan’y  3.  P  148  Do:  At  Court,  Joseph  Tuttell  3l  Eleazer  Peck  pit,  John  Morris  defend',  before 
jury  of  six  men:  “  In  an  action  of  slaunder  &  defamation  of  ye  witnesses  in  ye  last  Court  whoe  gave  in 
Evidence  in  ye  case  then  depending  between  ye  said  Eleazur  peck  &  ye  sd  John  morris,  for  yt  ye  sd  John 
Morris  hath  reported  or  sd  he  was  basely  abused  in  ye  Court,  &  that  there  was  false  swearing  &  being  in 
ye  Court  To  ye  value  of  twenty  pounds  dammage.”  Three  witnesses  testified  that  Morris  had  spoken  in 
their  presence  as  above,  with  this  result:  “The  jury  finds  for  ye  plaint:  ten  pounds  and  Costs  of  Court: 
The  Court  after  Consideration  saw  cause  to  accept  the  Verdict,  but  advised  ye  plaint:  to  moderation  as 
to  ye  money  part.” 

1671,  Oct.  31.  Vol.  I,  p  45  V  R,  New  Haven;  “Eleazer  Peck  &.  Mary  Bunnill  were  marryed  by  James 
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Bishop  octobr  31th  1671.”  Elcazcr  is  28,  only  five  years  younger  than  New  Haven  itself,  while  his  bride 
is  21.  This  new  home  in  new  Wallingford  illustrates  well  the  spread  of  the  English  over  the  .Atlantic 
seaboard;  but  meanwhile  the  French  were  stealing  a  march  on  them  in  the  Northwest  where  indeed  the 
whole  of  the  Northwest  was  now  being  claimed  for  the  French  King  by  Saint-Lusson;  and  two  years  later 
the  great  missionaries  Joliet  and  Marquette  made  their  fiimous  trip  overland  to  the  Mississippi.  They 
descended  the  Mississippi  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Arkansas  River,  and  concluding  that  the  river  did 
not  flow  into  the  ocean,  they  turned  back  -  Joliet  returning  to  Quebec  to  announce  the  discovery  and 
Marquette  remaining  at  Lake  Michigan  to  preach  the  gospel  to  the  Indians. 

1672,  July  29.  Vol.  I,  p  31  T  V:  Here  the  citizens  of  Wallingford  are  classified  into  3  ranks  according 
to  the  land  bought,  viz:  “Highest,  80  acres;  Middle,  60  A;  Lowest,  40  A.”  Eleazer  Peck  ranks  with  the 
lowest.  Three  years  later,  it  will  be  seen,  he  is  raised  to  the  middle. 

1672/3,  Mch.  12.  P  19  Do:  The  first  death  in  Wallingford,  says  the  town  history,  was  that  of  Samuel 
son  of  Eleazer  Peck.  A  death  in  that  small  Community  was  a  great  event  says  the  author.  “The  majis- 
trates,  the  minister,  and  the  fathers  of  the  town  came  to  the  bed  of  the  dying  to  witness  his  testament  and 
gather  up  his  last  words.”  Rev.  Samuel  Street  was  the  first  pastor  in  Wallingford.  He  was  ordained  in 
1675,  two  years  later,  and  was  on  the  job  for  42  years. 

1673,  Apl.  3.  P  34  Do:  Under  the  head  “Marks  of  Cattle”  appears:  “3.2.73  Eleazur  Peck  a  peice  Cut 
out  under  the  right  ear.” 

1673/4,  Jan’y  3.  P43Do:  “Also  Eleazur  Peck  chosen  to  keep  the  Townes  Brand  Book  and  to  brand  and 
enter  horses,  mares  and  colts  according  to  law;  also  to  make  Pound  for  horses  and  all  sorts  of  cattle  and 
hogs  and  to  keep  this  pound  in  good  repair.  The  town  to  provide  lock  &  staple  and  give  him  10  shillings, 
and  when  he  leaves  it  he  is  to  return  it  to  the  town  giving  three  months  warning.” 

1674,  Dec.  30.  P  54  Do:  “Also  voted  that  Eleazur  Peck,”  and  two  others,  “shall  have  11  shillings 
3  pence  allowed  them  in  recompense  for  some  labor  lost  in  diging  where  the  town  thought  first  to  set  the 
mill.” 

1675,  Apl.  1.  P  58  Do:  “Granted  to  Eleazur  Peck,”  and  5  others,  “to  make  up  their  1st  division  of 
land  at  the  rear  of  their  first  20  acres.” 

1675,  Sept.  23.  P  65  Do:  “It  was  ordered  that  the  day  workers  owing  for  the  cutting  of  Brush  be 
performed  the  next  Monday  &  Tuesday  and  the  Drum  to  beat  in  the  morning  and  the  persons  to  work 
meet  at  Eleasure  Peck’s  house”  and  then  separate  into  4  parties.  Also  Eleazur  Peck  is  one  of  three  who 
agree  for  40s  “so  to  stop  the  leaks  of  the  Mill  Dam  as  that  the  Mill  may  be  in  a  capacity  to  grind  Corn 
for  a  competent  supply”  until  April  1st  next. 

1675,  Oct.  15.  P  63  Do:  “Upon  consideration  that  Eliazur  Peck  be  accomodated  with  land  according 
to  the  middle  Rank  he  gives  the  Pound  that  he  hath  made  to  the  town  &  engages  to  pay  20  shillings  more 
to  the  town  and  so  all  former  agreements  between  him  and  the  town  about  the  Pound  are  made  void  and 
he  is  to  pay  rates  as  one  of  the  middle  Rank  for  the  future.”  Also  “Eliazur  Peck  chosen  Brander  and 
Pownder  for  the  year  ensuing.” 

1675/6,  Feb’y  11.  P  69  Do:  Eleazur  Peck  is  one  of  five  “declairing  their  dissent”  to  the  proposition 
whereby  the  Town  engaged  “to  work  for  Mr.  Street  to  suit  his  need  being  called  every  man  in  his  turn 
and  having  2  days  warning.” 

1676,  Apl.  21.  P  70  Do:  “Also  Thomas  Yale  and  Eleazur  Peck  chosen  surveyors  of  highways  for  the 
year  insuing.”  Eleazer  was  re-elected  to  this  job  in  1677,  1678,  1679,  1681,  1690  and  1691  at  least. 

1676/7,  Feb’y  12.  P  75  Do:  “Also  Thomas  Yale  and  Eleazur  Peck  were  chosen  to  take  care  about  the 
Towns  engagement  to  Mr.  Street  to  see  that  it  be  performed  duely.” 

1677,  June  4.  P  82  Do:  “The  Towne  desired  Eleazur  Peck  to  looke  to  the  boys  on  ye  Sabbath  that 
they  keep  good  order  at  meeting.” 
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1677,  Oct.  30.  P  86  Do:  “Also  the  Town  chose  Thomas  Yale  and  Eliazar  Peck  to  see  that  Mr.  Street 
have  his  salary  duly  paid”  and  they  are  given  power  to  proceed  against  any  who  “shall  neglect  or  refuse 
to  do  their  duty  therein.” 

1677,  Dec.  31.  P  88  Do:  “Thomas  Hall  &  Eliazar  Peck  were  chosen  constables  for  the  year  ensuing.” 

1678,  Dec.  24.  P  103  Do:  The  town  “Chose  Eleazur  Peck”,  and  two  others,  “to  be  their  Committee 
to  run  the  range  of  the  fence  of  the  Common  Town  feilds.” 

1678,  9,  Mch.  11.  P  112  Do:  “Eleazur  Peck  was  chosen  to  warn  the  Town  Meetings  for  the  year  en¬ 
suing.” 

1679/80,  Feb’y  16.  P  142  Do:  The  town  agreed  to  allow  Samuell  Roice  and  Eleazur  Peck  30s  “for 
hewing  and  blocking  up  the  sleepers  and  listing  and  laying  dow-n  the  Boards  of  the  Meting  House  floor.” 

1679/80,  Feb’y  16.  P  143  Do:  “The  Town  chose  Eleazur  Peck  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  for  the 
year  ensuing.”  He  filled  the  otEce  also  in  1681,  1682,  1684,  1685,  1686,  1689,  1690  and  1691.  Also  “the 
Town  granted  Eleazur  Peck  two  rods  square  of  land  in  the  highway  before  his  house  to  make  a  cellar 
upon.” 

1680,  Nov.  8.  P  148  Do:  Eleazer  Peck  is  one  of  two  given  “power  to  do  what  in  their  best  judgement 
they  shall  think  fit  for  making  tight  and  securing  the  Mill  Dam”  and  call  what  men  they  need  for  assistance. 

1681,  Sept.  5.  P  159  Do:  “The  Town  agreed  that  Eleazur  Peck  &  Thomas  Hall  should  audit  the 
accounts  with  Ensign  Munson  respecting  the  Meeting  House  rate”  and  furnishing  the  Meeting  House. 

1681/2,  Feb’y  13.  P  167  Do:  “The  Town  voted  that  Goodman  Eleazur  Peck  should  purchase  seals 
to  make  up  weights  for  standards  for  the  Town.” 

1681/2,  Mch.  14.  P  168  Do:  “The  Town  chose  Eleazur  Peck  Treasurer  in  Ensign  Munson’s  room,” 
to  look  after  the  rates. 

1681/2,  Mch.  14.  P  170  Do:  “The  Town  Granted  to  Eleazur  Peck  to  give  up  five  acres  of  his  ten  acres 
for  meadow  and  to  take  it  up  and  to  join  it  to  his  hop  ground  on  Pilgrim’s  Harbor.” 

1682,  Nov.  3.  P  174  Do:  “The  Town  chose  Eleazur  Peck”  as  one  of  three  “to  take  care  of  the  Town’s 
stock  of  Powder,  Lead  and  other  ammunition.” 

1682,  Dec.  6.  P  175  Do:  “The  Town  voted  that  Sergeant  Doolittle  and  Eliazur  Peck  should  advise 
with  some  of  the  Majistrates  about  the  business  concerning  the  Town.”  The  nature  of  this  business  is 
not  revealed. 

1683,  Apl.  16.  P  179  Do:  Eleazur  Peck  is  one  of  five  “chosen  Townsmen  for  the  year  ensuing.” 

1683,  Oct.  11.  Vol.  II,  p  146  G  C:  Eleazar  Peck  is  propounded  for  freeman  at  Hartford  with  six  other 
citizens  of  Wallingford.  The  Court  of  May  8,  1684  says:  “Those  propownded  for  freemen,  October  last, 
are  now  accepted  to  the  place  of  freemen,  by  this  Court.”  It  seems  strange  that  this  important  matter 
was  delayed  until  40  years  of  age,  but  many  were  the  delays  and  difficulties  attendant  upon  getting  new 
towns  in  working  order  and  no  doubt  these  contributed  to  the  de.ay. 

1683/4,  Jan’y  22.  Vol.  1,  p  192  T  V:  “The  Town  Granted  to  Eleazur  Peck  that  when  he  has  paid  what 
is  due  upon  the  3  rates  he  was  to  gather  up,  what  over  plus  there  is  he  shall  have  for  himself  for  his  pains.” 

1683/4,  Mch.  13.  P  201  Do:  “The  Town  chose  Eleazur  Peck  a  surveyor  for  that  quarter  of  Town  that 
he  lives  upon.” 

1683/4,  Mch.  15.  P  201  Do:  Eleazur  Peck  is  on  the  jury  to  “view  the  Corps  of  John  Baker”  and  they 
report  “nothing  upon  him  that  might  be  cause  of  his  Death  but  providentially  drowning.” 

1684,  Apl.  1.  P  201  Do:  “The  Town  chose  Eleazur  Peck  a  surveyor  for  that  quarter  of  Town  that  he 
lives  upon  according  to  their  desire  that  so  they  may  be  captivated  to  bring  their  lands  into  the  Ledger 
Book.” 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


1684,  Nov.  11.  P  204  Do:  “The  Town  chose  Eleazur  Peck”  one  of  three  “to  go  as  far  as  they  can  in 
treating  with  a  man  or  men  about  teaching  the  school.” 

1685,  Apl.  20.  P  212  Do:  The  Town  chose  Thomas  Yale  and  Eleazur  Peck  to  meet  the  Farmington 
Indians  and  adjust  and  settle  their  claims. 

1685,  Dec.  29.  P  215  Do:  “Eleazar  Peck  chosen  Treasurer  for  the  year  ensuing  and  he  is  chosen  Cob 
lector  for  the  rate  or  rates  he  is  trusted  with.” 

1686,  Mch.  30.  P  218  Do:  Eleazur  Peck  is  chosen  one  of  three  listers  for  the  year.  Same  next  year  and 
again  in  1689. 

1686,  Apl.  26.  P  219  Do:  The  Town  voted  to  have  all  town  land  patented  according  to  Court  order  and 
Eleazur  Peck  is  named  as  one  of  seven  patentees  who  are  to  tend  to  the  matter. 

1686,  Dec.  27.  P  233  Do:  “The  Several  proportions  or  quantities  of  acres  that  falls  by  right  unto  each 
Planter  according  to  the  Town’s  agreement  by  which  they  would  lay  out  the  division  according  to 
Ranks  heads  and  estates  is  as  followeth:  To  Eleazur  Peck  178.”  In  this  division  Eleazur  Peck  drew  55th 
lot  out  of  63  total. 

1687,  June  21.  P  231  Do:  “The Town  chose  Deacon  Hall  and  John  Hitchcock  and  impowered  them  to 
agree  with  Eleazur  Peck  concerning  a  school.” 

1687/88,  lan’y  16.  P  238  Do:  “The  Towm  chose  Jno  Yale  and  Eleazur  Peck  to  audit  the  accounts  with 
the  Treasurer.” 

1689,  Oct.  22.  P  249  Do:  “The  Town  chose  Thomas  Curtiss  and  Eleazur  Peck  to  calculate  the  list  to 
know  what  a  penny  upon  the  pownd  will  amount  to  and  to  make  up  Mr.  Street’s  rate.” 

1689,  Dec.  27.  P  237  Do:  “The  Town  added  Eleazur  Peck  to  the  Collectors  to  help  cast  the  list.” 
Also  “the  Town  chose  Eleazur  Peck,”  and  two  others,  “a  Committee  to  look  after  the  Miller  to  see  to  it 
that  he  performs  his  engagement  to  the  Town.” 

1689/  90,  Feb’y  19.  P  138  W.  Hist  (1870):  “Att  a  lawfull  towne  meetin  the  lowne  voted  yt  fall’s  plaine 
shall  be  cast  lots  for  &  laid  out  according  to  the  above  written  ....  &  mape.  The  Lotts  being  cast 
each  man’s  Lott  is  as  followeth:”  Sixty  five  citizens  participated.  Eleazer  Peck  drew  lot  19;  John  Peck 
lot  50. 

1690,  June  14.  Vol.  II,  p  217  P  Ct,  New  Haven:  Joseph  Thomson  et  al  declare  in  Court  that  Joseph 
Holt  who  died  in  December  last  had  told  them  his  desire  in  regard  to  his  estate  and  that  he  desired  Capt. 
Yale,  Eleazer  Peck  &  Ebenezer  Clark  to  be  overseers  and  helpful  to  his  wife  in  this  matter. 

1691,  Apl.  16.  Vol.  I,  p  266  T  V:  Eleazur  Peck  and  two  others  are  “chosen  a  Committee  and  they  are 
impowered  to  provide  a  Town  stock  of  ammunition  and  to  keep  it  in  good  order  and  with  as  much  safety 
as  may  be.” 

1691,  Sept.  29.  P  268  Do:  “The  Town  chose  Deacon  Hall  and  Eleazur  Peck  a  committee  to  hire  a 
sutible  person  for  a  School  Master  to  teach  children  to  read  &  write  and  they  are  to  raise  money  upon  the 
children  that  are  taught.”  He  served  in  1692  also. 

1692/3,  Mch.  15.  P  272  Do:  “The  Town  chose  Thomas  Curtiss  and  Eleazur  Peck  auditors  to  audit 
the  Town’s  accounts  with  Treasurer  Hall.” 

1695.  P  31 1  W.  Hist  (1870):  Eliazar  Peck,  John  Parker  and  John  Moss  are  chosen  School  Committee 
with  appropriation  of  £6  for  use  of  schools.  The  town  authorized  the  committee  to  employ  a  woman  in 
summer  to  teach  and  a  man  in  winter. 

1695,  Dec.  30.  P  149  Do:  A  bridge  was  built  at  the  mill  by  Eleazer  Peck,  says  the  Wallingford  history. 
This  is  at  what  is  now  Yalesville,  east  of  the  factory,  near  the  residence  of  the  late  Charles  Cook  and 
Roswell  Yale, 
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1696,  Apl.  28.  P  133  Do:  “The  town  do  by  their  vote  order  and  appoynt  Eleazcr  Peck  surveyor  with 
one  or  too  of  ye  Townsmen  to  lay  out  said  land  and  watering  place  and  cause  a  Record  made  of  it  in  ye 
Leger  Book,  of  ye  bounds  of  it  and  Capt.  Yale  or  Ens.  Royce  pay  the  cost  of  it.”  This  was  on  Ens.  Royce’s 
home  lot  but  the  watering  place  must  be  kept  open  to  the  public. 

1697,  Dec.  19.  P  Ct,  New  Haven;  Eleazur  Peck  Sen’r  helps  to  appraise  the  estate  of  Joseph  Holt  of 
Wallingford,  £335'09'00. 

1701,  Aug.  Vol.  II,  p  27  T  V:  Elcazer  Peck  is  on  the  Grand  List  of  Wallingford  for  £101.  This  was 
15"’  in  size  among  108  ta.xpayers,  £168  being  the  largest  amount,  and  the  total  was  £6,261.  John  Peck 
Junior  was  listed  at  £69. 

1703,  Oct.  14.  Vol.  Ill,  p  449  G  C:  The  Gen’l  Ct  gives  Widow  Marie  Merriman  of  Wallingford  full 
power  to  grant  “a  quarter  part  of  the  pine  Swamp  to  Eleazar  Peck  of  the  same  towne.” 

1705,  Sept.  25.  Vol.  II,  p  10  T  V:  “At  a  town  meting  In  Wallingford,  The  Town  chose  Eleazer  Pecck, 
John  Mos,  Sa"^  John  Hall  a  commetie  to  state  the  road  to  Gilford  as  far  as  mody  river.” 

1705,  Sept.  25.  P  10  Do:  “Dekcn  Hall,  Capt.  Hall  and  Elcaser  pccck  are  chosen  a  commetie  to  see 
what  Ebenezer  Lewis  may  convenently  have  and  to  lay  it  out.” 

1706,  Dec.  31.  P  12  Do:  The  Town  chose  Eleazer  pceck  sen’r  chairman  of  a  committee  to  lay  out  “a 
slise  of  land  to  sett  a  hous  upon”  for  Roger  Tyler.  Throughout  his  active  life  he  was  often  named  on 
committees  to  lay  out  lands  and  roads  and  fences.  At  same  meeting,  the  town  chose  “Capt.  Yale,  Left. 
Meariman,  Ins.  Curtis,  Elcasar  peeck,  Joshua  Culver,  townsmen  for  the  ycare  Insuing.”  Also  “The 
Town  chose  John  Atwater,  Eleazer  peeck,  Joshua  Culver,  vSamll  Monson  vewers  of  fences  for  partickler 
Inclosers  for  the  yeare  Insuing.” 

1707,  Apl.  29.  P  13  Do:  “At  a  town  meting  the  town  chose  Capt  Yale,  Capt  Hall,  Eleazer  peeck  a 
commetie  to  Stake  the  hiway  from  the  long  hill  to  New  heaven  bounds  in  the  most  convenient  place  for 
the  towne.”  This  committee  reported  back  to  the  town  on  Sept.  16,  1707. 

1707,  Sept.  16.  P  12  Do;  “The  towne  chose  Eliazer  peecke,  Joshua  Culver  &  David  Hall  a  commetee 
to  see  that  dogs  missery  hiway  may  not  be  pinsht  of  the  twenty  rods  in  any  place  from  the  town  to  misseric 
whare  it  was  not  laid  out  before  the  graint  was  of  sd  hiway.”  Twenty  rods  is  a  very  wide  street,  such  as  is 
the  glory  of  many  old  New  England  towns. 

1708,  Dec.  28.  P  24  Do;  “At  a  lawfull  town  meting,  the  town  chose  goodman  eleazer  pceck,  and  Joseph 
Hoult  fence  vewers  for  the  upper  eand  of  the  town  fieald  for  the  ycare  ensuing.”  Also,  The  town  chose 
Deken  Hall,  Capt.  Yale,  Eleazer  pecck  a  commitie  to  seat  the  meting  house  according  to  the  Ruicls 
voted  by  the  Town.” 

1712,  Nov.  25.  P  3  Do:  “A  black  heifer  Coming  tow  year  old  in  ye  custody  of  Eleazer  peck  marked 
with  a  crop  of  the  neare  ear  and  a  deep  notch  out  of  ye  under  side  of  ye  fur  or  off  ear  white  under  ye 
boddy  &  white  spots  upon  ye  Body.  Apprised  by  us  att  eighteen  shillings  mony.  Samll  How,  Jonathan 
Hall.” 

1712/13,  Feb’y  20.  P  32  Do:  “At  a  town  Mctting  the  town  chose  Captn  meriman,  Eliazer  peck,  isaac 
curtis  for  to  see  after  the  settelmcnt  of  our  bounds  Between  Durham  and  us.” 

1713/14,  Feb’y  17.  P  34  Do:  “Att  a  town  metting  ye  town  maid  choise  of  Ens.  Curtiss,  Eleazer  peck 
&  Sam"  munson  to  inspect  those  persons  who  make  it  appere  that  they  have  land  to  be  layed  out;  ye 
surveiers  are  to  lay  itt  out  &  the  townsmen  are  to  signe  ye  same.” 

1715,  June  1.  P  4  Do:  “The  fens  one  the  weast  side  of  the  river:”  Eleazer  Peeck  is  down  for  31  Rods 
11  feet,  09  inches.  He  is  now  72  years  old  and  in  public  activity  is  slowing  down.  In  fact  a  hasty  scan¬ 
ning  of  the  T  V  records  up  to  1736  did  not  reveal  any  further  election  to  office. 

1734,  May  22.  Vol.  VI,  p  178  P  Ct,  New  Haven;  “Stephen  Peck  Junr,  Son  of  Stephen,  Executor, 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


Nominated  in  ye  Last  Will  &  Testament  of  Eliaz'^  Peck  Late  of  Wallingford  Dec’d  Exhibited  sd  In¬ 
strument  into  Court  and  yc  Wittnesses  were  Sworn  before  Sam'l  I  tall  Esqr  in  Wallingford  wch  is  accepted 
in  Probate  Court  and  aproved  for  Record,  sd  Exr  being  in  Bodily  Illness  uncapactited  of  being  present, 
Declared  his  acceptance  of  sd  Trust  by  his  Writeing  and  bond  as  on  file. 

“  In  the  Name  of  Cod  Amen  ye  Twenty  Second  day  of  May  in  ye  year  1734  I  Elcazcr  Peck  of  Walling¬ 
ford  in  ye  County  of  New  Haven  in  his  Maj’'-'^*  Collony  of  Connecticut  in  New  England  tho  of  a  great 
age  yet  of  perfect  Mind  &  Memory  thanks  be  to  God  for  it  and  Calling  to  Mind  ye  Mortality  of  ye  Body 
do  Make  &  ordain  this  my  Last  Will  &  Testament;  that  is  to  say  most  graciously  &  ferventlee  I  Recom¬ 
mend  my  Soul  into  ye  hand  of  God  who  Gave  it  in  wise  of  his  Mercy  through  Jesus  Christ  &.  my  Body 
I  Committ  to  yc  earth  to  be  Decently  Buried  at  ye  Discretion  of  my  Executor  hereafter  named  in  hope 
of  a  glorious  Ressurcction  and  as  Trusting  Worldly  things  or  state  wherewith  it  hath  pleased  God  to 
Bless  me  in  this  Life,  my  Will  is  it  shall  be  disposed  of  as  followeth: 

"Item  I  Give  to  my  Son  Stephen  Peck  all  my  right  of  moyeyety  in  undevided  Lands  Common  & 
Sequetted  &  High  Ways  in  Wallingford  and  all  my  Right  in  Miregin  sd  Township  and  ye  place  where  ye 
Corn  Mill  &  Saw  Mill  Stands  with  ye  Pond  and  all  ye  Land  Northeast  of  ye  Mills  up  to  Mr.  Mart"  Farm 
and  So  Westward  to  yc  Rhoad  yt  runns  by  yc  taile  of  yc  Mill. 

“  Item  to  my  Son  Nathaniell  Peck  1  Give  in  Addition  to  what  I  formerly  Gave  to  him  I  further  give  all 
my  Land  in  Pine  Swamp  with  Land  in  adjoyning  to  the  Swamp. 

“Item  I  Give  to  my  Son  Eleazcr  Peck  1  haveing  given  him  Considerably  already  in  addition  to  what 
I  formerly  gave  him  my  Will  is  he  shall  have  Ten  Shillings  paid  by  my  Executr  out  of  my  estate  and  that 
to  be  yc  whole  of  his  portion. 

“Further  I  Give  to  my  Son  Samuel  Peck  in  Addition  to  what  I  formerly  gave  to  him  ten  shillings  if 
he  ever  Come  and  that  to  be  ye  whole  of  his  Portion. 

“Item  to  my  Daughter  Alton  I  Give  in  Addition  to  what  I  formerly  Gave  her  Ten  shillings  and  that 
to  be  ye  full  of  her  portion. 

“  Item  to  my  Daughter  Mary  Ebcnctha  in  Addition  to  what  1  formerly  gave  her  ten  shillings  and  is  to 
be  in  whole  of  her  Portion. 

“Item  to  my  Daughter  Elizabeth  ye  Wife  of  William  Hough  in  addition  to  what  I  formerly  gave  her 
my  Will  is  she  shall  have  ten  shillings  payd  out  of  my  estate  by  my  Executor  and  that  to  be  ye  whole  of 
her  Portion. 

“And  my  Will  is  that  my  Son  Stephen  Peck  be  my  Executor  to  this  my  Last  Will  &  Testament  hereby 
Revoking  Disanulling  &  makeing  void  all  other  Wills  &  Testaments  by  me  made  Establishing  &  Re- 
afirming  this  &  no  other  to  be  my  Last  Will  &  Testament  in  Wittnes  whereof  I  have  herewith  Sett  my 
hand  &  Seal  this  twenty  fourth  Day  of  May  in  ye  year  of  one  thousand  Seven  hundred  &  Thirty  four. 

Witness:  Benjamin  Holt,  Eliaz"  X  Peck  (seal) 

Moses  Merriman,  Jobyell  Merryman 

1736,  April.  This  month  approximates  the  time  of  Eleazur  Peck’s  decease.  At  93  he  far  surpassed  the 
average  of  lives  in  this  world.  It  would  appear  from  the  record  that  he  had  fought  a  good  fight  and  had 
kept  the  faith. 

1736,  May  5.  P  183  Do:  “At  A  Court  of  Probate  held  in  New  Haven;  present  Joseph  Whiting  Esqr 
Judge,  John  Prent  clerk.  Stephen  Peck  Executor,  Nominated  in  ye  Last  will  &  Testament  of  Eliazr  Peck  ^ 
Late  of  Wallingford  Dec’d  before  this  Court  accepted  sd  Trust.”  No  inventory  appears  of  record. 

CHILDREN 

(all  born  at  Wallingford,  Ct;  seven  are  named  in  father’s  will) 

1.  SAMUEL  b.  Mch.  3,  1672,  3;  he  d.  Mch.  12,  1672/3,  ac  9  days 
He  was  the  first  person  to  die  in  Wallingford. 
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2.  ABIGAIL  b.  Mch.  6,  1673  4;  m. - Alton 

Either  she  or  sister  Martha  married - -  Alton,  per  father’s  will. 

3.  SAMUEL  b.  1675;  m.  Dee.  30,  1703,  Abigail  Hitchcock 

In  1734  his  father  willed  him  10s  “if  he  ever  come”. 

4.  MARY  b.  July  14,  1677;  m.  William  .Abernathy 

They  lived  in  Wallingford.  Her  birth  and  the  next  three  are  recorded  in  Vol.  I,  p  50  L  R. 

5.  MARTHA  b.  July  2,  1679 

6.  STEPHEN  b.  Aug.  4,  1681 ;  m.  Apl.  10,  1706,  Susannah  Collier;  he  d.  Dec.  22,  1771,  ae  90  she  d. 

They  lived  in  Wallingford.  He  was  named  executor  and  received  the  bulk  of  the  father’s  estate.  There  were 
4  children  at  least. 

7.  ELEAZER  b.  Feb’y  19,  1683;  he  d.  1684,  age  1  year 

8.  ELEAZER  b.  June  16,  1685;  m  (1)  Ann - (see  below) 

9.  NATHANIEL  b. - ;  m.  Jan’y  10,  1712,  Sarah  Cole;  he  d.  Mch.  26,  1752  she  d.  Feb’y  14,  1780 

They  were  of  Wallingford.  Est.  of  Ichabod  Coale  refers  to  wife  of  Nathaniel  Peck.  His  will  is  at  New  Haven. 

10.  ELIZABETH  b. - ;  m.  William  Hough.  She  is  named  in  will  but  not  in  vital  records. 


ELEAZER  PECK 
ANN - 


b. 

d. 


1725 


b.  June  16,  1685 

m  (1)  a  1715  Ann - 

m  (2)  Oct.  30,  1726 
Wid.  Elizabeth  Culver 
m  (3)  Nov.  29,  1737 
Widow  Ann  Andrews  Camp 
m  (4)  Apl.  25,  1745 
Sarah  King 
he  d.  a  Nov,,  1776,  se  91 

1725.  Ann  Peck  died  about  this  year  having 
borne  five  children.  She  was  buried  at  Wallingford 
and  presumably  was  born  there,  but  no  paper  has 
been  found  as  yet  to  identify  her.  The  writer  is 
inclined  to  think  that  she  was  Anna  Street,  grand- 
daughter  of  Rev.  Samuel  Street,  the  first  minister 
of  Wallingford.  She  was  born  there  Aug.  26,  1688. 
She  is  not  accounted  for  so  far  as  I  can  find  and 
there  are  no  other  Anns  of  such  suitable  age  among 
the  children  of  Wallingford. 


1685,  June  16.  PCCllI  Southington  Hist  1 1875): 
This  is  Eleazer  Peck’s  birthday  in  the  young  vil¬ 
lage  of  Wallingford,  and  he  sleeps  in  these  baby 
days  undisturbed  by  the  troubles  of  our  sister  col¬ 
ony  to  the  south.  The  Duke  of  York,  who  in  1664 
had  taken  New  Amsterdam  from  the  Dutch  and 
changed  it  into  New  York  with  colonial  liberties, 
now  becomes  King  James  11  of  England  and  im¬ 
mediately  sets  about  to  undo  all  that  had  been 
done.  The  popular  New  York  Assembly  was 
abolished,  the  colony  was  reduced  to  the  condition 
of  a  conquered  province,  odious  taxes  were  levied 
by  an  arbitrary  decree,  and  the  people  were  for¬ 
bidden  to  have  printing  presses! 

1715.  PCClllDo:  Eleazer  Peck  is  thirty  years 
old  before  he  takes  a  bride  and  then  he  takes  Ann 

- presumably  of  Wallingford.  The  first  four 

children  are  recorded  there  “children  of  Eleazur 
Peck  and  Ann  his  wife.”  The  Peck  Genealogy  docs 
not  give  her  family  name  nor  has  it  been  publis’ncd 


so  far  as  1  know.  Eleazer  and  Ann  lived  together  for  ten  years  when  death  claimed  her,  leaving  five  chil¬ 
dren  behind. 

1726  Oct  30  P  CCIII  Do:  Eleazer  Peck  is  forty  one  years  old  at  time  of  second  marriage  at  Walling¬ 
ford.  Elizabeth  Culver’s  name  is  also  given  as  Elizabeth  Aubree,  which  is  presumably  her  ma.deri  name 
She  had  been  probably  the  3rd  wife  of  Samuel  Street  Jr.,  whom  she  married  Dec.  30,  1  / 16.  Shortly  alter 
marriage  Eliazer  and  Elizabeth  removed  to  Southington. 

1728,  Dec.  9.  Vol.  I,  p  208  T  V,  Farmington;  “Att  the  same  meeting  their  was  chosen  for  survayers  of 
Highwayes  for  ye  precincts  of  Southington  Society  for  ye  year  ensueing  Eliezer  Peck  &  Samuel  Scott  Jr. 

1728/9,  Feb’y  9.  P  221  Southington  Hist  (1876) :  The  first  six  children  are  entered  on  the  Church  record 
of  Rev.  Jeremiah  Curtiss  of  Southington,  all  baptized  together.  This  included  Charles  the  first  child  of 
the  second  marriage  with  the  five  children  of  the  first  marriage.  The  young  pastor  of  23  first  pastor 
Southington  -  had  only  begun  his  pastorate  in  the  previous  November. 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


1733,  Dec.  9.  P  ecu  I  Do:  Zcbulon  the  eighth  and  last  child  is  born  today.  He  was  the  third  child 
of  2**  wife  Elizabeth  Aubrcc  Culver.  How  much  longer  she  lived  is  not  known  apparently,  but  from  the 
next  item  it  is  certain  that  she  had  not  more  than  three  years  longer  to  live. 

1737,  Nov.  29.  Vol.  IV,  p  105  Early  Conn.  Marriages:  At  52,  Eleazer  Peck  enters  on  a  third  matrimonial 
adventure  with  Widow  Ann  Camp.  She  was  Wid.  Ann  (Andrews)  Camp,  widow  of  Amos  Camp:  “Wid. 
Ann  Camp  of  Meriden  to  Eliazer  Peck  of  Southington.”  As  will  be  seen  the  union  did  not  last  for  more 
than  seven  years. 

1740,  Dec.  8.  Vol.  I,  p  235  T  V,  Farmington:  “Att  the  same  meeting  Eliazer  Peck  &  Samuel  Barnes 
wer  chossen  feneviewers  for  Southington  Society.” 

1742,  Aug.  8.  P  221  S  Hist  (1876):  “Eleazar  Peck  admitted  to  full  communion”  in  the  church  at 
Southington,  as  per  record  of  Rev'.  Jeremiah  Curtiss.  This  was  a  delayed  step  for  he  is  now  57. 

1742,  3,  Feb’y  12.  Vol.  VI,  p  444  L  R:  ‘‘Eleazer  Peck  of  farmington  in  consideration  of  lands  to  the 
value  of  £160  reed  of  my  son  Gideon  Peck  of  Southington  do  give  him  60  acres  in  the  South  Division” 

.  .  .  .  Eleazer  Peck  appears  quite  frequently  in  the  land  records  both  as  grantor  and  as  grantee.  We 
note  only  a  few. 

1743,  Oct.  18.  Vol.  VI 1,  p  32  L  R:  ‘‘I  Eliezer  Peck  of  Southington  in  consideration  of  one  certain 
Tract  of  land  conveyed  to  me  by  Joseph  Andruss  Senr  of  Southington  together  with  £137  in  money  old 
tenor  do  sell  him  a  tract  of  land  in  Southington  together  with  my  Dwelling  house  where  1  now  live  con- 
taining  20  acres  bounded  N  &  S  on  highway,  E  on  sd  Eleazer  Peck  &  N  on  land  of  Joseph  Andrus 
Senr.”  .... 

1745,  Apl.  25.  P  247  First  C  R,  Hartford:  Here  is  recorded  the  marriage  of  Eleazer  Peck  of  Southington 
to  Sarah  King  of  Hartford.  The  Rev.  Dan’l  Wadsworth,  pastor,  records  it  in  his  diary  this  way:  ‘‘This 
day  in  Study.  Eleazer  Peck  and  Sarah  King  Joined  in  marriage.”  This  is  his  fourth  happy  adventure 
though  he  has  passed  60  winters  and  though  his  first  adventure  was  not  had  until  he  was  thirty.  It  is 
notable  that  this  one  is  destined  to  last  longer  than  the  other  three  combined. 

1745,  Dec.  19.  Vol.  VII,  p  162  L  R:  ‘‘Eliezer  Peck  of  Farmington  for  £100  money  old  tenor  sells  to 
Joseph  Andruss  20  acres  in  South  Part  of  Reserved  Land  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Wadsworth’s 
Lott  &  east  on  my  own  land  ”  .... 

1746,  Dec.  12.  P  124  Do:  Eleazer  Peck  of  Southington  for  £80  sells  to  Thomas  Warner  Jr.,  23  acres 
in  Southington. 

1747,  Mch.  27.  P  246  Do:  Eleazer  Peck  of  Farmington  for  £70  sells  to  Obidiah  Andrus  a  lot  of  20  acres 
in  Southington  East  Tier. 

1747,  June  16.  P  261  Do:  Eleazer  Peck  of  Farmington  for  £50  sells  to  Elisha  Bronson  several  ‘‘parcells 
of  land  in  the  blew  hill  &  shuttle  Medo  mountain  devision.” 

1755,  Aug.  7.  Vol.  XI,  p  413  L  R:  ‘‘  Eleazer  Peck  of  Farmington  for  ye  Parential  Love  and  good  effec- 
tion  I  have  unto  my  well  beloved  son  Eliazer  Peck  of  ye  same  town  do  give  to  him  one  half  my  land  in 
ye  division  in  Shuttle  .Meadow  and  to  run  west  to  Include  half  of  my  land  with  halfe  my  Dwelling  House 
and  half  my  Barn  and  garden”  .... 

1756,  Feb’y  23.  Vol.  X,  p  557  L  R:  ‘‘We  John  Hooker  and  Jonathan  Lewis  of  Farmington,  as  we  are 
agents  or  Comtee  to  exchange  Highways  in  the  Parish  of  Kensington,  for  &  in  consideration  of  Land  com 
veyed  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Farmington  for  a  publick  highway  by  Eliezer  Peck  senr  and  Eliezer  Peck 
Junr  of  sd  Farmington  do  confirm  to  the  sd  Eliezer  Peck  Junr  that  part  of  the  20  Rod  Highway  that  runs 
N  &  S  on  the  Rang  of  the  Shuttle  Meadow^  mountains”  .... 

1775,  Aug.  11.  Vol.  I,  p  309  P  Ct,  Farmington:  ‘‘This  Eleventh  Day  of  August  A  D  1775,  To  all 
Persons  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come  Greeting:  Know  ye  that  I  Eleazer  Peck  of  Farmington  in  sd 
County  of  Hartford  &  Colony  of  Connecticut  in  New  England  being  of  perfect  Memory  &  Judgment 
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Thanks  be  to  God  for  it,  calling  to  Mind  my  Mortality  knowing  it  is  appointed  once  for  Man  to  die  ordain 
this  my  last  Will  &  Testament  (that  is  to  say)  first  of  all  it  is  my  Will  and  Pleasure  that  all  those  Debts 
which  are  due  from  my  Estate  to  any  Person  or  Persons  by  my  Executor  hereafter  named  be  paid  &  dis- 
charged. 

“Item  Unto  my  dearly  beloved  wife  Sarah  Peck  I  give  and  bequeath  one  half  my  dwelling  House  & 
half  my  Barn  and  sd  one  Third  Part  of  my  improvable  Land  within  Fence  during  her  natural  Life,  and 
sd  use  of  one  Cow  during  Life,  and  sd  use  of  one  Bed  and  Bedding  and  one  half  of  sd  Remainder  of  my 
Household  Stuff  during  her  natural  Life,  and  one  third  part  of  the  Fruit  of  the  Orchard  and  one  Swine. 

“Item  To  my  son  Gideon  Peck  1  give  Ci  bequeath  Five  shillings  lawful  Money. 

“Item  To  my  son  Eliakim  Peck  I  give  &  bequeath  Five  shillings  lawful  .Money. 

“Item  Unto  my  Son  Benajah  Peck  1  give  &  bequeath  Eight  Pounds  Ten  shillings  lawful  Money. 

“Item  Unto  my  son  Charles  Peck  I  give  (5:  bequeath  five  shillings  lawful  Money. 

“  Item  Unto  my  son  Zebulon  Peck  I  give  &  bequeath  Eight  Pounds  Ten  shillings  lawful  .Money. 

“Item  Unto  my  Daughter  Hannah  Brownson  I  give  &  bequeath  Five  Shillings  lawful  .Money. 

“Item  Unto  my  Daughter  Mehitable  Carrington  I  give  &  bequeath  &  to  her  Heirs  one  Half  of  my 
Household  Goods  within  Doors. 

“Item  Unto  my  Son  Eleazer  Peck  and  to  his  Heirs  1  give  &  bequeath  all  sd  Remainder  of  my  Lands 
with  all  my  other  Estate  all  my  Cattle  &  Sheep  &  Horses  &  Swine  with  all  my  Team  Tackling  &  Husbandry 
Tools  &  my  Great  Bible  and  all  my  Lands  with  all  my  other  Estate  that  I  have  given  to  my  wife  after  her 
Decease  to  return  to  my  son  Eleazur  Peck  «S:  his  Heirs  for  ever. 

“And  I  do  constitute  and  appoint  my  well  beloved  son  Eleazur  Peck  to  be  my  sole  and  alone  Executor 
of  this  my  last  Will  &  Testament  hereby  revoking  all  other  Wills  &  Testaments  heretofore  made  by  me 
confirming  this  alone  to  be  my  last  Will  &  Testament. 

“Signed,  sealed,  published,  pronounced,  &  declared  by  sd  Eleazer  Peck  to  be  his  last  Will  &  Testament 
this  Eleventh  Day  of  August  A  D  1775  in  sd  Presence  of. 


Witnesses:  Benoni  Atkins, 

Jane  Lee,  Rhoda  Lee 


Eleazer  X  Peck” 


1775,  Dec.  11.  Vol.  II,  p  433  T  V,  Farmington:  Eleazer  Peck  is  named  as  one  of  twenty  Jurors.  No 
Sen’r  or  Jun’r  suffix  to  the  name  leaves  a  doubt  as  to  whether  father  or  son  is  meant;  but  the  son  being 
now  45  and  the  father  90  the  chances  favor  the  son.  Within  a  year  of  this  time  Eleazer  Peck  Sen’r  answers 
the  final  call,  having  attained  the  age  of  91  -  almost  equal  to  his  father’s  93. 

1776,  Nov.  12.  Vol.  I,  p  310  P  Ct,  Do:  “At  a  Court  of  Probate  held  at  Farmington  in  sd  District  of 
Farmington  the  within  Will  being  duly  proved  is  fully  approved  and  ordered  to  be  recorded  &  kept  on 
File.”  No  inventory  is  of  record. 


CHILDREN 

(first  five  by  first  wife;  last  3  by  secondAvife;  first  five  bom  at  Wallingford;  last  3  at  Southington) 

1.  HANNAH  b.  Jan’y  20,  1717;  m.  Apl.  26,  1737,  James  Bronson  (see  below) 

2.  MEHITABLE  b.  July  19,  1719;  m. - Carrington 

“Daughter  Mehitable  Carrington”  in  father’s  will  of  1775. 

3.  ELIAKIM  b.  Oct.  24,  1721;  m  (1)  Sarah  Woodruff;  he  d.  May  7,  1801,  ae  80  she  d.  Mch.  9,  1768 

On  Sept.  24,  1752  he  owned  the  covenant  and  she  was  admitted  to  full  communion  in  Southington.  He  had 
2d  wife,  name  unknown,  who  d.  Sept.  28,  1809,  ae  80. 

4.  BENAJ.AH  b.  Feb’y  22,  1724.  He  is  mentioned  in  father’s  will  of  1775. 

5.  GIDEON  bp.  Feb’y  9,  1728/9;  m.  Mary - ;  he  d. -  she  d.  Jan’y  1,  1751,  ®  40 

They  lived  in  Southington. 

6.  CHARLES  b.  Nov.  8,  1727 

Is  in  father’s  will  of  1775.  The  six  children  above  were  all  baptized  together  on  Feb’y  9,  1728/9. 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


7. 


8. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

James  Bronson  b.  1713  m.  Hannah  Peck  b.  1717 

Adonijah  Lewis  b.  1722  m.  Mary  Bronson  b.  1743 

Amos  Richards  b.  1759  m.  Lydia  Lewis  b.  1763 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emclinc  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 


ELIAZER  b.  July  2,  1730;  m.  Dec.  6,  1755,  Elizabeth  Woodruff;  he  d.  a  1813,  a:  a  83  she  d. 

He  was  bp.  Aug.  9,  1730.  Was  executor  of  father's  estate.  They  removed  from  Southington  to  Sound  Lake, 

N.  Y.,  about  1791. 

DEA.  ZEBULON  b.  Dec.  9,  1733 

He  was  bp.  Feb'y  10,  1734.  Presumably  he  was  deacon  at  Southington. 
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THE  BENJAMIN  PECK  FAMILY 


HENRY  PECK 

JOAN - 

b.  - 

d.  - 


b. -  Henry  Peck  is  father  of  both  Benjamin  Peck 

d.  Nov.,  1651  Eleazcr  Peck,  both  of  whom  are  in  our  direct 

lines.  Henry  Peck  and  his  family  record  occurs  in 
connection  with  son  Eleazer. 


BENJAMIN  PECK 

MARY  SPERRY 
b.  Mch.  14,  1650 
d.  bef.  husband 


bp.  Sept.  5,  1647 

m.  Mch.  29,  1670 
d.  a  Mch.,  1730 
ae  83 


1650,  Mch.  14.  Vol.  I,  p  8  B  M  D:  “Mary 
Spery  the  Daughter  of  Richard  Spery  was  borne 
the  14th  day  of  March,  1650.”  She  was  brought 
up  on  her  fatlier’s  farm  near  West  Rock  and  at  20 
she  was  married,  and  was  destined  to  spend  her 
entire  life  in  New  Haven. 

1687,  Aug.  P  17  C  R  (1847):  Mary  Sperry  Peck 
joins  the  New  Haven  Church,  being  No.  353  on 
the  roll.  She  is  now  37  years  old. 

1693,  Apl.  8.  Vol.  II,  p  213  P  Ct,  New  Haven: 
Her  father  Richard  Sperry  Sen.,  in  will,  remenv 
bers  his  daughter  in  these  words:  “soe  now  I  give 
unto  ye  sd  Benjamin  Peck  &  Mary  his  wife  and 
their  Heirs  two  acres  of  Meadow  bounded  upon 
my  son  Richards  &  my  son  Nathlls  Meadow  South 
to  be  to  them  their  Heires  and  assignes  forever, 
the  sd  Mary  being  his  present  wife  &  my  daugh¬ 
ter.” 

How  much  longer  she  lived  is  not  known.  Now 
at  43  she  has  had  ten  children  and  with  the  young¬ 
est  only  three  or  so  they  will  sorely  need  her  for  a 
long  time  yet.  Her  husband  outlived  her. 


1647,  Sept.  5.  P  324  Peck  Gen  (1868):  This 
baptismal  date  at  New  Haven  is  probably  very 
close  to  Benjamin  Peck’s  birthday.  Since  he  and 
his  brother  Joseph  were  baptised  on  the  same  day 
it  is  quite  possible  that  they  were  twins.  At  four 
years  of  age  they  were  left  orphans. 

1663,  Nov.  19.  Vol.  II,  p  26  T  V:  Eleazer, 
Joseph,  Benjamin  &  Elizabeth  Peck  were  each 
allotted  £8-5s  out  of  the  estate  of  their  father. 
This  was  done  after  their  mother  had  married 
Andrew  Low.  They  are  ordered  “to  appeare  next 
Court  &  Choose  theyre  guardians.” 

1663,  Dec.  1.  P  28  Do:  “Goodwife  Low  ap¬ 
peared  with  her  children”  and  Joseph  and  Eleazer 
choose  Ensign  Munger  and  Benjamin  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  choose  Roger  Ailing  as  guardians  respectively. 

1667/8,  Feb’y  7.  P  114  Do:  The  Committee 
formerly  appointed  “for  ye  new  seating  of  per¬ 
sons  in  ye  meeting  house  prsented  what  they  had 
done,  which  was  read  to  the  towne  &  is  as  fTol- 
loweth:”  In  the  5th  seat  of  the  gallery  Benjamin 
Peeke  and  Joseph  Peck  were  seated.  Thirteen 
were  in  this  seat.  Jno  Peeke  was  in  2d  seat  of  gal¬ 
lery;  Benjamin  Bunnill  was  in  4th  as  was  also 
Wm  Chatterton.  Andrew  Low  was  in  a  “short 
seate  above  ye  door;”  also  Benja:  Willmot.  Rich: 
Sperry  was  in  a  cross  seat.  “There  being  noe  gal¬ 
lery  for  women  they  was  not  now  seated.  ” 


1670,  Mch.  29.  Vol.  I,  p  44  B  M  D:  “Benjamin  Peeke  &  Mary  Sperry  were  marryed  by  Mr.  Mathew 
Gilbert  march  29th  1670.”  These  wedding  bells  rang  at  New  Haven  where  both  groom  and  bride  had 
been  born  and  brought  up  on  neighboring  plantations.  The  Rev.  John  Davenport  did  not  officiate  for 
earlier  in  this  very  month  he  had  gone  to  his  reward.  He  it  was  who  32  years  earlier  to  the  month 
had  preached  under  an  oak  on  the  first  Sunday  after  the  arrival  of  the  settlers  at  New  Haven,  the 
text  being,  “Wisdom  hath  builded  her  house;  she  hath  hewn  out  her  seven  pillars.”  He  was  an  Oxford 
man  and  a  pillar  of  strength  to  the  settlement  for  a  generation,  choosing  rather  to  remain  with  his 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


people  in  the  wilderness  than  accept  an  invitation  to  join  the  Westminster  Assembly  of  the  Long  Parlia- 
ment. 

Benjamin  Peck  was  to  enjoy  a  life  of  sixty  years  to  a  month  following  this  red  letter  day  in  his  life. 
He  became  an  industrious  farmer  in  New  Haven  and  the  record  would  indicate  that  he  attended  close  to 
business  for  little  is  to  be  found  in  regard  to  him  aside  from  his  land  deals.  It  was  some  achievement  in 
those  days  to  have  a  record  entirely  clear  of  Court  cases  as  he  seems  to  have  made. 


16S0,  July  5.  Vol.  II,  p  220  T  V:  “.Att  a  towne  meeting,  a  motion  was  made  on  ye  behalfe  of  Nath" 
Sperry  &  Beniamin  Peeke  that  ye  Towne  would  graunt  unto  them  at  ye  upper  side  of  theyer  father 
Sperries  farme,  a  small  parcell  of  boggy  meadow’  and  ye  upland  at  ye  end  of  it  to  ye  river;  upon  ye  motion 
The  Towne  defyred  cc  appointed  the  Townsmen  or  som  of  them  to  view  ye  place  how'  it  lyeth,  &  what 
quantitye  is  of  ye  meadow,  &  what  quanlitye  of  ye  said  upland,  &  to  make  report  thereof  at  another 
meeting.” 

The  Peck  Genealogy  figures  that  Benjamin  Peck  lived  in  the  Second  Division  at  the  place  then  known 


as  Sperry  Farms,  afterward  as  Amity  Society,  a  part  of  Woodbridge. 

1680,  Dec.  20.  P  226  Do;  “The  persons  that  are  to  have  theyer  third  division  of  Land  on  ye  Western 
side  of  the  Towne:  Here  followeth  theyer  Names  in  ye  order  theyer  Lott  came  forth  from  ye  first  through¬ 
out  to  the  Last:”  In  this  division  Beniamin  Peck  with  “7  heads”  and  “Estate  28”  draws  33^.1  acres. 
All  our  family  names  appear  in  this  West  Division,  while  in  the  “East  Division  of  Land  there  were  none 
of  our  families. 


1680/1,  Jan’y  31.  P  226  Do:  “Lt  Jno  Winston  &  Lt.  Abraham  Dickerman  having  veiwed  ye  land  that 
Nathaneell  Sperry  &  Beniamin  Peck  had  formerly  requested  the  Towne  to  graunt  unto  them,  &  after  it 
had  been  debated:  The  Tow’ne  by  vote  graunted  unto  Nathaneel  Sperry  &  Beniamin  Peck  a  parcell  of 
boggy  meadow  lyeing  on  ye  North  side  of  Richard  Sperry  his  farme  Land  and  ioyning  to  his  land,  together 
with  the  Land  that  Lyeth  between  ye  sd  boggy  meadow  and  ye  West  River,  containing  in  all  about  seven 
or  eight  acres,  &  allsoe  liberty  to  run  a  fence  upon  ye  upland  by  ye  meadow'  side  for  securing  of  it;  and 
ye  Tow'iismen  are  desired  &  appointed  to  lay  it  out  according  to  ye  graunt  (&  accordingly  ye  Line  layd 
out)  from  an  Ash  tree  &  soe  unto  a  high  place  upon  ye  Rock  by  Jo"  Winston  &  Lt  Dickarman.” 

1686,  Sept.  1.  P  6  1st  Ch  Cat  (1847);  Benjamin  Peck  joins  the  1st  Church  in  New  Haven,  holding 
No.  332  on  the  roll  of  members.  This  was  a  family  red  letter  day  for  six  of  the  children  were  baptised  on 
this  date.  It  was  under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  James  Pierpont. 

1693,  Apl.  8.  Vol.  11,  pp  213-16  P  Ct:  Item  in  Richard  Sperry’s  will;  “  Yt  as  for  my  son  in  law  Benjamin 
Peck  as  I  have  given  him  tw'enty  acres  of  land  be  it  more  or  less  being  alsoe  upon  Record  w'ch  I  doc  now 
Ratify  &  connrme,  soe  now’  I  give  unto  ye  sd  Peck  &  .Mary  his  wife  and  their  Heirs  tw’o  acres  of  Meadow 
be  it  more  or  less  bounded  upon  my  son  Richards  cc  my  son  Nath"®  .Meadow  South  to  be  to  them  theire 
Heires  and  assignes  for  ever,  the  sd  Mary  being  his  prsent  wife  &  my  daughter. 

1696,  Dec.  28.  T  V  (not  paged):  “Upon  ye  desire  of  Beniamin  peck  sen’r,  Richard  Spery  Jun"^  & 
Beniamin  peck  Jun’*^  ye  town  granted  them  Liberty  to  take  in  &  improve  for  seven  years  about  12  acors 
of  Land  for  ye  Raising  of  Corn  upon  ye  plain  called  speres  plain  they  to  fenc  ye  sd  Land  with  ye  w’ood  or 
timber  growing  on  sd  Land  and  att  ye  end  of  seven  years  ye  Land  to  be  att  ye  tow’n  s  dispose. 

1704.  T  V:  “An  account  of  the  Half  Devision  Begining  att  ye  Reere  of  ye  subborbs  second  devision 
next  the  West  farms  sequesterd  Land  in  order  &  of  80  R  Long;  four  Teers  from  ye  North  end.  Then 
follows:  “Benjamin  peck  lOj  Acres  80  long  22  wide.” 

1704,  Apl.  3.  Vol.  4,  p  108  T  V:  “Here  followeth  the  quantity  of  each  persons  Right  in  ye  Sequesterd 
Land  Also  ye  order  of  the  Lotts  for  ye  Half  Devision  &  each  persons  quantity  therein  Drawn  or  Cast 
Aprill  ye  third  1704.”  Here  is  Benjamin  Peck’s  allotment  hereunder:  “persons  5;  first  purchase  00;  Rate 
1683  48;  Rate  1702  66;  Number  of  acres  in  ye  Sequesterd  Land  21 ;  quarters  of  acres  Number  of  acres 
in  ye  Half  devision  10;  quart  of  acres  |  L” 
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1710  1 1,  Mch.  12.  T  V;  “Here  ffolloweth  ye  Lots  as  they  were  drawn  in  order  &  the  Quantity  of  each 
person  is  to  have  in  ye  fifth  devision:  Benj  peck  25  acres  ^4  quarter  20  Rods.” 

1712.  T  V:  “The  names  of  ye  proprietors  of  N.  Haven  in  ye  year  16S5”  (in  alphabetical  order  as 
listed  in  1712).  Our  family  names  include  Benjm  Bunell,  .Mr.  Willm  peck,  Joseph  peck.  Benjm  peck, 
Richard  Sperry  senor,  Richard  Sperry  junor,  John  Sperry,  Nathll  Sperry,  Thos.  Sperry,  Willm  Willmot. 

Between  this  date  and  the  will  there  arc  18  years  in  all  of  which  Benjamin  Peck  was  “in  his  Infirmity” 
and  in  the  care  of  son  Ebenezer  as  shown  by  the  inventory  following.  Indeed  Ebenezer  put  in  a  bill 
against  the  Estate  for  “20  years  &  ten  months”  special  care  of  his  father. 

1730,  Mch.  3.  Vol.  V,  p  560  P  Ct,  New  Haven  (last  page  in  book):  “Ebenez^  Peck  Nominated  Executor 
in  ye  Last  Will  &  Testament  of  Benjamin  Peck  late  of  New  Haven  Dec’d  Exhibited  sd  Instrument  unto 
Court  which  was  prov’d  and  Aprov’d.  Said  Execute  Accept^  sd  Trust  to  him  Committed. 

“Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  1  Benjamin  Peck  of  the  Town  &  County  of  New  Haven  in  the 
Colleny  of  Connecticut  in  New  England  being  at  present  of  Sound  understanding  and  memory  though 
Labouring  under  ye  Informetys  oi  old  age  and  not  knowing  the  Time  ye  Lord  may  Call  me  off  from  Ye 
stage  of  this  World  do  Count  it  my  duty  to  sett  my  house  in  order  So  far  as  to  make  this  for  my  Last 
Will  &  Testament  and  is  in  manor  and  form  as  followeth  Committing  my  Soul  into  ye  hand  of  God 
Through  Jesus  Christ  my  Redeemer  &  Savior  and  my  Body  to  be  decently  Buryed  according  to  the  Dis¬ 
cretion  of  my  executor  hereafter  Named  in  Hope  of  a  joyfull  resurection'and  for  that  portion  of  outward 
estate  which  the  Lord  hath  entrusted  me  with  all  I  devise  of  as  followeth: 

“  Imp''  My  Will  is  that  all  my  just  debts  be  taken  Care  of  by  my  Executor  to  be  duly  payd  and  also  a 
reasonable  Consideration  to  my  Son  Ebenez'  Peck  for  his  Charge  di  Trouble  to  support  me  in  my  age  and 
the  same  to  be  determined  by  the  Court  of  Probate  and  my  Will  is  for  want  of  Moveables  to  anser  or  the 
sd  Debts  are  chargd  my  Son  Ebenez'  shall  be  allowed  for  same  out  of  my  Lands  before  a  distrib"  be  made. 

"Item.  My  will  is  after  my  just  Debts  and  afors’d  Charges  are  Sattisfyed  the  remainder  of  my  estate 
shall  be  equally  divided  amongst  my  eight  Children  namely  Benjamin  Peck,  John  Peck,  Ebenez^  Peck, 
Mary  Brunson,  Esther  Bristoll,  Lydea  Ferry  and  one  eight  part  to  sd  Children  of  my  daughter  Desire 
Bunnell  and  to  niy  Daughter  Mehittable  Stevens  to  each  of  them  their  part  assigned  forever.  1  Likewise 
Apoint  &  Constitute  my  son  Ebenez'  Peck  Sole  Executor  of  this  my  Last  Will  &  Testament  and  I  do 
hereby  revoke  &  Disanull  all  other  Wills  by  me  made  Heretofore,  Rattafying  &  Confirming  this  to  be 
my  Last  Will  &  Testament  in  whose  sd  hand  hereunto  set  my  hand  &.  seal  this  Third  day  of  March  Anno 
Doynmi  1730.  Sealed,  Published  and  declared  by  the  sd  Benjamin  Peck  to  be  his  Last  Will  &  Testament 
in  presence  of  ye  subscribers  (vizt). 

Witness:  Daniel  Sperry  Benjamin  X  Peck  (Seal) 

Caleb  Hotchkiss 
Ruben  Sperry 

1730,  Apl.  5.  P  560  Do:  “The  witness  above  appeared  in  Court  and  made  solemn  oath  that  they  saw 

Benjamin  Peck  sign  this  Will  &  that  he  was  of  sound  mind  and  memory”  .... 

1730,  June  3.  Vol.  IX,  p  5  L  R:  “  Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  we  John  Brownson  of  ffarming- 
town  and  Mary  his  wife,  Soloman  fferry  of  Danbury  and  Lydia  his  wife,  Nathaniel  Bunnel  of  Wallingford 
in  Right  of  his  wife  Desire  dec’d,  and  Ebenezer  Stevens  of  Danbury  and  Mehitable  his  wife  all  in  the 
colony  of  Connecticut  in  New  England  in  America,  for  the  consideration  of  one  thousand  and  nine  pounds 
by  us  Received  to  our  full  satisfaction  of  our  Brother  Mr.  Ebenezer  Peck  of  Newhaven  ....  have 
given  granted  unto  alienated  &c  to  him  four  eighth  part  of  all  the  messuage  tenement  and  land  either 
upland  or  meadow  divided  or  undivided  whatsoever  which  heartofore  was  the  estate  or  of  Right  did 
belong  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Peck  of  Newhaven  and  \lary  his  wife  now  dec  d  or  their  heirs  .... 

In  view  of  the  above  payment  of  1,009  for  only  four  eighths  of  the  Estate  it  is  surprising  to  find  such 
a  low  value  put  on  the  inventory  following.  It  must  have  been  greatly  understated. 

1730,  July  2.  Vol.  VI,  p  1 1  P  Ct:  Ebenezer  Peck  Executor  of  the  Last  Will  &  Testam’nt  of  Benjamin 
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Peck  late  of  New  Haven  dec’d,  exhibited  an  Inventory  of  said  Deceased’s  estate  which  was  accepted  and 
allowd  for  and  sd  Exccut’r  exhibited  acct  of  Colls  &  Charges  on  his  fath’r  for  ye  space  of  20  years  &  ten 

months  in  his  Infirmity  being  in  amount  £325-1 1-0. 

“An  Inventory  of  the  estate  of  Benjamin  Peck  late  of  New  Haven  reapriz<i  ^y  us  the  Subscribers 

May  30,  1730: 

To  the  Wearing  Cloath  Wcalling  &  Linnin . 

A  Shop  hammer  3/  old  horse  20/  12  acres  of  Plow  land  in  the  old  feild  £48  . 

4  Acres  of  Meadow  Land  adjoining  £22-10;  1 1  acres  of  half  division  Land  33£ 

7  acres  of  Land  North  of  ye  Widow  Hanah  hynes  Farm . 

25  acres  fifth  division  31  £  5s:  12  Acre  Lott  in  ye  fi'*-  division  £15-I0s  .... 

2  acres  of  Boggy  Meadow  4£:  4  acer  orchard  &i  1  acre  broken  Land  adjoyning  to  it  40  Lb 
the  2d  Division  of  ye  Sequested  Land  and  ye  3d  division . 


"Ebenezer  Peck  Executor  Daniell  Sperry  \  apprjsers  Sworn” 

Sworn  in  Court.  Caleb  Hotchkiss  J 


£  2-13-00 
49-03-00 

45- 10-00 
14-10-00 

46- 15-00 
44-00-00 
21-00-00 


£233-11-00 


shed.Mch.  3,  1723  5  ch 


CHILDREN 

(all  born  at  New  Haven) 

1.  BENJAMIN  b.Jan’y  4, 1670  l;m.  May2,  1700,  Mary  Sperry;  he  d.  May  31, 1742,ae71 

They  lived  in  Franklin,  Ct.  Note  the  same  names  as  his  parents. 

2.  MARY  b.  Sept.  23,  1672;  m  (1)  a  1695,  John  Chatterton 

She  m  (2)  Apl.  17,  1709,  John  Bronson  (see  below) 

3.  JOSEPH  b.  Feb’y  26,  1676;  he  d.  a  1704,  x  28  unmarried 

In  1706  his  estate  was  distributed  to  7  brothers  and  sisters  including  our  Mary  Chatterton. 

4.  ESTHER  b.  1679;  m.  Eliphalet  Bristol 

She  was  bp.  Sept.  12,  1686.  She  was  No.  591  (1704)on  1st  Church  Record  of  N.  H.  They  lived  in  West  Haven. 

5.  EBENEZER  b.  Apl.  24,  1681 ;  he  d.  young 

6.  EBENEZER  b.  Jan’y  5,  1684;  m  (1)  May  10,  1709,  Hannah  Hotchkiss;  he  d.  May,  1768,  ae  84  she  d. 

He  is  No.  780  (1720)  on  1st  Church  Record.  She  is  No.  774  (1719)  on  1st  Church  Record.  He  m  (2)  Dec.  8, 
1724,  Elizabeth  Wilmot  who  was  No.  1126  (1740)  on  1st  Church  Record.  In  1730  he  was  executor  of  his 
father’s  estate. 

7.  JOHN  bp.  Sept.  12,  1686;  m.  Jan’y  30,  1706/7,  Esther  Morris 

8.  LYDIA  bp.  Sept.  12,  1686;  m.  Feb’y  7,  1705,  Solomon  Ferry 

They  lived  in  Danbury.  In  1730  they  gave  receipt  for  part  of  father’s  estate. 

9.  DESIRE  b.  Aug.  26,  1687;  m.  May  10,  1709,  Ens.  Nathaniel  Bunnell;  she  d.  1721,  ae  34  he  d.  May  4, 

1732  ae  46 

They  lived  in  Wallingford  in  that  part  now  Cheshire.  He  m  (2)  Feb’y  17,  1726,  Mary  Brooks.  In  1730 
Nathaniel  gave  receipt  for  part  of  his  father’s  estate.  He  died  of  smallpxjx.  Thirteen  children  are  reporte 
from  these  two  short  marriages. 

10.  MEHITABLE  b. - ;  m.  Ebenezer  Stevens 

They  lived  in  Danbury.  In  1730  they  gave  receipt  for  part  of  her  father’s  estate. 


5  ch 
9  ch 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

John  Bronson  b.  1670  m.  Mary  Peck  b.  1672 

James  Bronson  b.  1713  m.  Hannah  Peck  b.  1717 

Adonijah  Lewis  b.  1722  m.  Mary  Bronson  b.  1743 

Amos  Richards  b.  1759  m.  Lydia  Lewis  b.  1763 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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THE  RICHARDS  FAMILY 


THOMAS  RICHARDS  b.  a  1600-05 

-  m. - 

b.  d.  1639 

d.  a  June,  1671  ae  a  37 

1639.  Vol.  1 1,  p  50  C  C:  Widow  Richards  is  ap- 
p)ointed  by  the  Court  administratrix  of  her  hus' 
band’s  estate.  In  the  several  ancient  references  to 
her  it  is  always  as  widow  so ‘that  her  first  name 
even  is  never  revealed. 

1639/40,  Feb’r.  Vol.  Dist,  p  396  L  R:  "Severall 
parcells  of  land  in  Hartford  upon  the  River  of  Co^ 
necticott  belonging  to  the  Widdow  Richards  the 
late  wife  of  Thomas  Richards  deceased  and  to  her 
heirs  forever;  viz:  one  parcell  on  which  her  dwell¬ 
ing  house  now  standeth  with  other  outhouses, 
yards  or  gardens  therein  ....  by  estimation 
4  acres  1  rood,  abutting  on  a  highway  leadinge 
from  her  house  to  the  little  river  on  the  East. 

“One  parcell  of  upland  contayninge  by  estima¬ 
tion  13  acres  2  roods,  abutting  on  the  highway 
leading  to  the  great  swamp  on  the  East  and  on 
land  called  Rocky  Hill  on  the  West  .... 

“One  parcell  lyeing  on  the  East  side  of  the  Great 
River  ....  2  acres  and  two  roods,  abuttinge 
on  Hockanum  river  on  the  West  and  on  the  land 
now  Common  on  the  East  .... 

“One  parcell  with  ye  messuag  or  tenement 
standing  thereon  with  other  outthouscs  yards  or 
Gardens  therin  being  which  shee  bought  of  Thom¬ 
as  Bull  Contanc  by  Estima  Three  Acrers  &  2  Roods 
on  highway  Leading  into  the  South  Medow  on 
the  North”  .... 

1658,  June  15.  Vol.  I,  p  97  T  V:  “The  Towne 
allso  found  In  widdo  Richards  hand  one  acker  of 
ye  Indian  land  which  Belonges  to  ye  Towne.” 
Also,  “The  Towne  By  ther  vote  freed  Pauli  Peck: 
Wid  Richards:  widow  Watts,  for  paying  rent  for 
ye  Towne  land  they  hav  In  ther  possession  untill 
ye  next  mihelmus:” 

1659.  P  100  Do:  This  item  appears  in  the 
Townsmen’s  report  for  the  two  years  1659  and 


1600-5.  P  19  Richards  Gen  (1861):  This  e.x- 
presses  approximately  the  period  when  Thomas 
Richards  was  born,  as  estimated  by  the  author 
Rev.  Abner  Morse.  If  true,  and  it  appears  reason¬ 
able,  he  approximated  35  years  of  age  when  he  ar¬ 
rived  in  Hartford  and  about  37  when  he  died.  His 
wife  was  certainly  a  lady  of  quality  to  have  carried 
on  the  household  single-handed  and  so  successful¬ 
ly,  though  it  must  have  been  accompanied  with 
hard  labor.  New  America  did  not  have  the  labor 
and  poverty  problems  to  the  degree  that  England 
was  now  struggling  with,  and  which  England  did 
not  then  solve  nor  yet  has  solved.  At  that  time 
(1601)  England  established  a  system  of  outdoor 
relief  for  the  poor  which,  by  supplying  charitable 
support  too  freely  to  people  in  their  own  homes, 
greatly  increased  pauperism  and  even  led  some  to 
give  up  their  industrial  independence  for  the  easier 
life  of  dependence  on  charity. 

1637.  P  19  Do:  This  is  the  year  probably  when 
Thomas  Richards  arrived  in  Hartford  with  wife 
and  probably  all  of  his  children.  No  one  seems  to 
know  as  yet  from  what  part  of  England  they  came. 
With  only  two  years  of  life  in  the  new  Colony  he 
had  little  time  to  impress  himself  or  family  upon 
the  records.  “Circumstances,”  says  the  author, 
“indicate  that  he  was  nephew  of  Thomas  Richards 
Senior  and  cousin  or  brother  of  Nathaniel  of  Hart¬ 
ford,  William  of  Plymouth,  John  of  Plymouth  and 
Edward  of  Dedham.  His  excellent  character  is  en¬ 
dorsed  by  the  sentiments  he  embraced,  the  society 
he  loved,  the  sacrifices  for  truth  and  conscience  he 
made  and  the  fraternization  he  received,  while  the 
enterprize,  energy  and  piety  of  his  sons  assure  us 
of  a  father  of  stamina  and  w  orth.”  The  P'  Church 
lists  him  among  their  “original  and  early  members 
from  1633-39.”  The  fact  is,  there  was  not  any 
church  or  pastor  at  Hartford  until  the  party  from 
Newtowm  arrived  in  June,  1636  with  Rev.  Dr. 
Hooker.  The  estate  that  follows  is  entered  in  the 
records  without  date,  but  it  must  have  been  in 
1639  since  “Widow  Richards”  appears  there  in 
Feb’y,  1639/'40. 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


1660:  “Ye  widow  Richerds  is  deptor  for  1 ;  ackor 
Rent  £00'10'00.” 

1659,  60,  Feb’y  13.  Vol.  I,  p  546  T  V:  “Ye 
Mill  Rates”  for  all  proprietors  of  Hartford.  Wid¬ 
ow  Richards  is  assessed  as  follows,  she  being  on 
the  South  Side:  “  In  1655,  0l5'02ifd;  in  1656, 
nothing:  in  1657  nothing:  whole  sume,  01S'02dd.” 

1668/9,  Feb’y  3.  Vol.  I,  p  138  T  V:  “At  the 
same  meeting  the  Towne  granted  the  Widow 
Richards,  John  Mitchell  &  John  Andrews  each  of 
them  an  Acre  of  the  Towne  land  to  lmpro\e  from 
year  to  year  rent  free  they  only  to  mayntayne  the 
fence  belonging  to  the  land:  &  this  liberty  or  grant 
to  be  continnued  till  the  Town  see  cause  to  order 
otherwise.” 


1671,  June.  Widow  Richards’  death  is  not  re¬ 
corded,  but  the  probate  record  shows  that  it  was 
probably  this  month  or  in  May  preceding.  Since 
she  was  in  all  probability  approximately  of  same 
age  as  her  husband,  she  was  about  65  or  70  when 
she  died.  Note  that  the  inventory  shows  no  real 
estate.  No  doubt  John,  oldest  son,  who  stayed  at 
home  with  mother,  had  already  received  it. 


1671,  June  12.  Vol.  Ill,  p  101  C  C:  “An  In¬ 
ventory  of  the  estate  of  the  Widdow  Richards  De¬ 
ceased  apprized  by  us  underwritten: 


Wcareing  clothes  &  Hatts 
Two  Feather  beds,  Three  pillows  fower  Blan¬ 
kets  &  boulster  &  rugg  .  .  .  ■ 

Wcareing  Lining  &  Table  lining 
pewter  &  one  silver  spoon  &  Trenchers 
Brass  Iron  &  earthen  ware  .... 
By  Cotton  &  Linin  Cloath  .  .  .  • 

A  Chest  &  Two  Boxes  6:  other  wooden  ware 
Curtaines  &  a  sheep . 


£4-14-00 

7-16-00 

2-10-00 

2-13-00 

1-18-00 

2-00-00 

1-06-00 

1-11-00 


The  sume  Totall  £24-03-00 

Richard  Butler 
George  Grave  Junr 


1671,  June  13.  P  101  Do:  “A  distribution  of  the 
estate  of  the  V/iddow  Richards  Deceased  as  fol- 
loweth:”  Here  the  above  items  are  assigned  to 
John  Richards :  to  Mary  Peck  of  Milford :  to  Thomas 
Richards:  to  Obadiah  Richards.  “We  whose  names 
are  underwritten  doe  Joyntly  agree  to  this  distri¬ 
bution  as  allso  we  have  attended  the  wife  of  the 
deceased  harein  as  farr  as  we  understand  it. 

John  Rich.ards 
Mary  X  Peck 
Thomas  Richards 


1639.  If  born  in  1605  Thomas  Richards  leachcd 
an  age  of  onlj'  34  which  is  close  to  the  fact  since 
the  children  were  all  pro’oably  under  ten  when  he 
died.  Yea  as  Bishop  Hebcr  says  in  “.'\t  a  Funeral  ’  : 

“  Death  rides  on  every  passing  breeze. 

He  lurks  in  every  flower.” 


1639.  Vol.  II,  p  50  C  C:  “An  Inventory  of  the 
goods  of  Thomas  Richards  deceased : 

Item  a  Brass  Kcttell  &  a  posmitt  . 

It  brass  pott  . 

It  Iron  pott . 

It  30  lb  of  ix;wter  &  a  tin  cann 
It  in  the  upper  Chamber  2  beds  &  other  things 
belonging  thereunto  with  a  Coate  &  a  paire 
of  Breeches  with  some  other  things  we  value 

itt  all  at . 

Itt  as  many  sheets  &  other  things  as  is  worth 

Itt  as  many  books  as  we  value  at 
Itt  wee  Judge  his  waring  apparell  at  . 

I  tt  for  Cask  &  1  Chest  &  other  implements  in 
the  house  we  value  att  .... 

It  1  sow  &  4  slicets  we  value  at  .  .  . 

It  the  house  &  house  lott  and  4  acres  of  ground 
nere  the  house  &  14  acres  in  the  woods;  & 
two  acres  &  a  halfc  at  hocanum 


£01-00-00 

00-02-00 

00-05-00 

01-10-00 


05-00-00 

05-00-00 

01-00-00 

02-00-00 

01-00-00 

05-00-00 


OS-00-00 


£38-03-00 


“Their  is  owing  in  debts  from  him  £14-05-00. 
“The  Widdow  Richards  is  admitted  to  administer 
the  estate  left  by  her  husband  according  to  the 
will  presented  to  the  Courte  by  Joseph  Maygott 
&  Thom.  Sellden.” 

1639,  40,  Jan’y  3.  Vol.  I,  p  B,  L  R,  Hartford: 
In  this  first  proprietors’  list  Thomas  Richards  is 
recorded  as  having  been  allotted  8  acres.  This  it 
would  seem  should  have  rated  him  among  the 
original  proprietors  of  Hartford  and  entitled  him 
to  a  place  on  the  founder’s  monument.  The  list 
is  dated  actually  after  his  death,  but  the  allotment 
or  purchase  was  doubtless  made  when  he  was  liv¬ 
ing.  The  fact  that  he  also  appears  on  the  “courte- 
sie”  list  below  has  led  some  to  suppose  that  he 
was  not  a  proprietor. 

1639/40,  Jan’y  14.  Vol.  I,  p  2  T  V,  Hartford: 
“The  Names  of  such  Inhabitants  as  were  Granted 
lotts  to  have  onely  at  The  Townes  Courtesie  w'** 
liberty  to  fetch  wood  &  Keepe  swine  or  cowes  By 
proportion  on  the  Comon.”  Tho:  Richards  is  one 
of  the  forty  one  citizens  listed  under  this  heading. 
This  record,  too,  was  made  when  his  wife  was  a 
widow. 
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■‘Exhibited  In  Court  March:  7th:  1671/2  &  the 
distribution  approved  by  the  courte  as  the  records 
in  the  other  end  of  this  book  will  make  appeare.” 

1671/2,  Mch.  7.  P  120  Do:  “An  Inventory  of 
the  estate  of  the  Widow'  Richards  was  exhibited 
in  Court  &  oath  made  that  there  was  a  true  p’seiv 
tation  of  the  estate  of  the  sd  Richards  to  the  Ap- 
prizers  &  the  Court  approves  of  the  distribution 
that  was  made  of  the  estate  to  the  children  of  the 
sayd  Widow  by  their  agreement.” 


was  voted  that  these  lots  be  3  miles  long  which 


1640  1,  Mch.  3.  Vol.  I,  p  62  T  V:  Thomas 
Richard  has  8  acres  credited  to  him  under  the 
title  “The  Lotts  were  begun  at  Windsor  bounds 
and  the  wast  Land  was  to  bee  in  breadth  as  the 
rest  the  Lines  running  east  and  west.  ”  There  w'ere 
a  total  of  1,979  acres  in  this  distribution. 

1665  6,  Feb’y  16.  Vol.  I,  P  64  T  V:  Twenty 
seven  years  after  his  death  the  right  of  Thomas 
Richards  to  a  proportion  of  8  acres  to  the  whole  of 
the  uplands  on  the  east  side  of  the  River  now'  to 
be  distributed,  is  affinned  by  the  Committee.  It 
lied  the  acreage. 


CHILDREN 

(all  named  in  probate  of  Mother  in  1671,  except  Samuel  who  had  died;  all  bom  probably  in  England,  though  last  may 

have  been  born  at  Hartford,  Ct.) 

1.  MARY  b.  a  1629;  m.  1669,  Joseph  Peck 

They  lived  in  Milford,  Ct. 

2.  JOHN  b.  1631;  m.  Lydia  Stocking  (see  below) 

3.  DEA.  THOMAS  b.  1634;  m  (1) - ;  he  d.  Apl.  9,  1715,  a:  81  shed.  0  ch 

In  1666  he  moved  to  Newark,  N.  j.,  and  became  an  original  proprietor  there.  In  Feb’y,  1668,  he  with  65 
others  organized  a  Church,  now  the  1st  Presbyterian.  In  1676  and  1692  he  was  elected  a  deputy  to  the  General 
Assembly  of  New  York  Stale  which  then  included  New  jersey.  He  m  (2)  Hannah - .  Though  twice  mar¬ 

ried  he  had  no  children. 

4.  SAMUEL  b.  a  1635;  he  d.  1662,  ae  a  27 

He  died  at  New  Haven.  Did  not  marry,  it  is  said;  but !  believe  the  reference  in  mother’s  probate  to  "  the  w'ife 
of  the  deceased  herein,”  does  refer  to  Samuel’s  widow. 

5.  OBIDIAH  b.  a  1637;  m  (1)  a  1666,  Hannah  Andrews;  he  d.  Nov.  11,  1702,  ae  a  65  she  d.  10  ch 

They  removed  to  Waterbury,  Ct.,  he  original  proprietor.  He  m  (2)  Rachael  who  d.  May,  1725.  Dca.  Thomas 
remembered  Rachael  in  his  will  of  Oct.  2,  1708.  Obidiah’s  inventory,  £148-18-00. 


JOHN  RICHARDS  b.  1631 

LYDIA  STOCKING  m. - 

b.  d.  aft.  July  23,  1712 

d.  aft.  Sept.  21,  1712 

1631.  If  Lydia  Stocking  w'as  the  same  age  as 
her  husband,  she  was  either  two  or  three  years  old 
when  she  crossed  the  ocean  with  her  parents  from 
England  to  America.  She  lived  two  or  three  years 
with  them  at  Cambridge  and  at  five  she  made  the 
notable  trek  through  the  wilderness  to  Hartford 
where  she  grew  up  with  the  town  to  a  ripe  old  age 
of  above  four  score. 

1673,  July  15.  Vol.  II,  No.  96  P  C:  In  his  will 
her  father  George  Stocking  says:  “I  Doe  give  to 
my  Daughter  Liddia  Richards,  the  wife  of  John 
Richards,  the  Sum  of  £15.”  When  it  came  to  the 
distribution  ten  years  later  she  received  £41,  the 


1631.  Vol.  Ill,  p  533  Savage:  John  Richards 
has  the  distinction  of  being  born  in  the  same  year 
and  country  as  John  Dryden,  the  great  English 
poet,  made  poet-laureate  by  Charles  1 1  (a  royalist 
therefore,  unlike  our  pilgrim  John  Richards);  au' 
thor  of  numerous  plays  and  satires  in  verse  includ¬ 
ing  “Absalom  and  Achitophel,”  the  most  perfect 
and  powerful  satire  in  our  language.  This  birth 
year  is  based  on  the  statement  of  Savage  that  in 
1695  John  Richards  was  64  years  old. 

1639.  At  this  time  when  his  father  died  John 
was  but  8  years  old.  As  the  oldest  son  he  must 
have  grown  to  be  the  mainstay  of  the  family  and 
the  mother  who  lived  to  old  age.  The  other  three 
brothers  and  indeed  the  sister  moved  to  distant 
towns,  while  John  remained  at  Hartford  and  set¬ 
tled  on  the  homestead. 
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Judge  considering  the  will  and  codicil  and  testi¬ 
mony  as  contradictory  and  the  will  therefore  of 
no  value. 


1656,  May  28.  Vol.  I,  p  87  T  V;  “The  tenn 
pownds  the  town  appointed  to  Mr.  Davis  in  the 
year  1655  was  paid  as  ffolloweth: 


1695/6,  Feb’y  23.  P  22  1st  Ch  Hist  (1885): 
Lydia  Richards  covenanted  with  the  First  Church 
in  Hartford.  One  writer  makes  her  join  with  her 
husband,  but  we  cannot  confirm  his  joining  from 
the  Church  records. 

1712,  July  23.  In  the  conditional  deed  of  this 
date  her  husband  gives  to  the  two  boys  in  Hart¬ 
ford  their  remaining  land,  only  reserving  “for  my¬ 
self  and  my  dear  wife  Lydia  Richards  the  use  and 
benefit”  of  same,  “for  the  Term  of  my  and  my 
said  wife  our  Naturall  Lives.” 

1712,  Sept.  21.  P  44  1st  Church  Cat:  Lydia 
Richards,  sobered  now  perhaps  by  the  conditional 
deed  just  given  to  the  children,  joins  the  First 
Church  in  Hartford  in  full  communion.  How  much 
longer  Lydia  Richards  lived  after  this  is  not  re¬ 
vealed.  It  is  quite  probable  that  she  has  now 
reached  the  age  of  80  at  least. 


By  John  Richards  . 
by  Mr.  fTitch  (Samuel)  . 
by  goodwife  Gibbins  (wid.  \Vm.) 
by  James  Steel  .... 
by  ffrancis  Barnard  . 
by  John  Whit  .... 


£04-01-11 

01-04-10 

00-16-00 

OO-OS-00 

00-04-09 

03-06-04 


£10-01-10’' 


John  Richards  is  now  but  25  yet  he  assumes  the 
largest  share  of  the  tax  for  the  preaching  of  Rev. 
Mr.  Davis  of  whom  Gorkin  says,  “he  was  one  of 
the  best  accomplished  persons  for  learning  as  ever 
was  bred  at  Harvard  College.  ”  All  of  the  six  con- 
tributers  above  were  of  the  “  South  Side”  and  most 
of  them  were  among  the  “Withdrawers”  from  the 
First  Church  in  1656  or  later.  Here  we  have  the 
beginnings  of  the  Second  Church  in  Hartford 
which,  however,  was  not  formerly  organized  until 
Feb’y  12,  1669,70. 

1656/7,  Feb’y  16.  P  89  Do:  “At  a  town  Meet- 


ting,  the  choic  of  chimney  lookers  South  side  [were]  John  Richards  and  Steph  Hopkins. 

1657  Tune  4.  Vol.  II,  p  102  C  C:  “  In  the  action  betwene  John  Richards  pit  &  Tho:  Dement  defndt 
the  Jury  findcs  for  the  pit  £19  and  costs  of  Courte.”  ....  “The  Court  doth  allow  John  Richards 
of  what  the  Jury  hath  given  him  that  hee  shall  possess  the  mare  and  coke  and  bee  paid  for  the  difference 
betwene  the  beaver  &  come  two  pounds  ten  shillings  wch  makes  the  debt  12  pounds  for  charges  about 
keeping  the  mare  &  coke  £4-1 8s  6d.” 

1639/60,  Feb’y  13.  Vol.  I,  p  546  T  V:  "A  Coppy  of  ye  Mill  Rates”  is  hf«  6™"  for  155  citltens  of 
Hartford.  John  Richards  was  taxed  as  follows,  he  being  on  the  South  side:  In  1655,  05s/i  06du,  in 
lOs/i  OOdd;  in  1657,  lOs/i  02cici;  whole  sume,  01  £  05s/i  OSdd.” 

1660/1,  Feb’y.  P  105  Do:  Townsmen’s  account  shows  receipt  as  follows:  “more  by  mony  of  John 
Richards  reed  £00-10-00.” 

1660/61  Mch.  7.  Vol.  II,  p  148  C  C:  “  In  ye  action  Depending  twixt  John  Richards  pit  contm  Good- 
wife  ffossaker,  executor  of  estate  of  John  Johnson,  the  Jury  finds  for  ye  pit  £6-4-1  and  cost  of  ye  Courte. 
Final  execution  w-as  on  Dec.  22,  1664. 


1662  Sept.  4.  P  176  Do:  Thomas  Stafford  brings  action  against  John  Richards  for  “Defamation 
accusing  him  of  Theft  to  ye  Damadge  of  £50.”  The  jury  awards  Stafford  “40s  dammadge  and  cost  of 
court,”  the  Court  allowing  only  £1-15-06. 

1662/3,  Feb’y  2.  Vol.  Dist.,  p  494:  “John  Richards  hath  mortgaged  unto  Thomas  Catlin  his  house  &. 
all  his  land  In  Hartford  &  allso  to  Cowes  for  ye  payement  of  a  debt  he  oweth  him.” 

1663,  June  4.  Vol.  Ill,  p  1  C  C:  “John  Hedg  plntf  contra  John  Richards  Defnt  In  an  action  of  unjust 
molestation  to  the  damage  of  £50.” 

1669,  Oct.  13.  Vol.  II,  p  518  G  C,  Ptd:  John  Richards  is  among  the  67  freemen  in  the  Colony  census, 
“on  ye  South  side  Hartford.”  On  the  north  side  there  were  but  51  freemen. 

1669/70,  Feb’y  12.  P  14  2d  Ch  Hist  (1892):  The  Second  or  South  Church  was  fonnally  organized 
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bv  Rev.  John  Whiting  with  15  men  and  38  women  members  from  the  First  Church;  but  our  John,  who 
was  amoncr  the  first  to  help  them,  is  not  in  the  list,  though  living  on  the  South  side.  He  does  not  in  fact 
annear  oiAhe  membership  rolls  of  cither  church  though  there  would  seem  to  be  a  mistake  about  it  for  in 
1687  he  was  nominated  for  deacon  in  the  First  Church.  The  South  Church  is  notable  in  having  had  only 

12  pastors  in  250  years. 

1669  70,  Feb’y.  Vol.  I,  p  142  T  V:  “The  Towne  is  Cr  for  Land  improved  by  sundry  psons  by  the 
rent  of  1  acre  of  Land  anno  69:  improved  by  John  Richards  10s.”  This  is  one  item  in  the  Townsmen  s 

report  of  eight  similar  items. 

1669 /70,  Mch.  9.  Vol.  XXI,  p  195  C  H  S:  John  Richards  reports  having  on  hand  one  bushel  of  wheat, 
six  bushels  of  corn,  and  having  also  nine  persons  in  his  care.  There  were  three  children  and  his  mother, 
still  living  was  probably  with  him.  This  with  his  wife  accounts  for  six,  and  we  believe  the  other  three 
represented  employees  about  the  blacksmith  shop  and  the  fanri.  We  have  no  other  proof  of  his  being 
the  village  blacksmith;  but  this  report,  and  the  fact  that  son  Thomas  started  life  in  this  trade,  is  fairly 

good  proof  thereof. 

1671  June  13  Vol  III,  p  101  C  C:  Here  are  the  personal  items  which  John  now  receives  from  his 
mother’s  estate:’“one  Fether  Bed  and  one  pillow  &  one  rugg;  part  of  the  wooden  ware;  one  brass  ketle; 
one  earthen  pott;  part  of  the  Table  linin;  part  of  the  wareing  linin;  a  payer  of  Curtaines  &  Payer  of 
sheets,  six  yards  of  flaxen  cloath  &  part  of  her  wollcn  cloathes;  one  brass  ketle  &  one  sheep.  John  had 
probatily  already  secured  title  to  all  of  his  mother’s  real  estate. 

1671/2.  Jan’y  18.  P  118  Do:  John  Richards  is  on  the  County  jury.  He  served  again  in  Sept,  and 
Nov.,  1673;  in  April,  1674  and  in  April,  1695. 

1679/80,  Mch.  4.  Vol.  IV,  p  21  C  C:  John  Richards  and  our  John  Bissell  are  on  the  jury.  They  haiv 
die  some  1*8  cases  of  debt,  selling  cider  to  the  Indians,  broken  contracts,  etc. 

1683  Oct.  29.  P  74  Do:  John  Richards  is  one  of  a  Jury  of  Inquest  into  the  death  of  Mr.  Samuell 
Stone.  They  report  that  “at  nine  of  the  clock  he  fell  down  the  banck  of  the  Rivulett  some  smale  dis¬ 
tance  eastward  beyond  the  rayles  of  the  bridge”  and  so  met  his  death.  On  Feb’y  1,  1680  Samuel  Stone 
was  before  the  Court  for  the  third  time  for  being  drunk. 

1684  Sept.  4.  P  94  Do:  “John  Richards  Sen’r  is  plaintife  Ann  Andrews  defendent  in  an  action  for 
refuseing  to  surrender  to  him  about  V/i  acres  of  land  on  the  East  Side  of  Great  River  &  formerly  belonging 
to  prissella  Richards  deceased  &  now  his.  Defendent  did  not  appear  &  cost  of  court  was  granted  to 
plntff.”  The  next  item  reads  as  though  he  lost  this  claim,  or  some  other,  and  proposed  to  fight  it  again. 

1686  May  13.  Vol.  Ill,  p  180  G  C:  “In  answer  to  the  petition  of  John  Richards,  this  Court  doe 
declare  that  he  haveing  providencially  lost  the  prosecution  of  his  clayme  to  a  parcell  of  land  in  a  course 
of  law,  doe  grant  him  full  liberty  to  prosecute  his  clayme,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

1686/7  Mch.  11.  P  249  1st  Ch  Hist  (1884):  “On  March  11,  1686  there  was  proposed  to  ye  church 
and  left  to  their  consideration  ye  choice  of  two  fit  persons  for  Deacons  out  of  these  proposed,  viz.,  Paul 
Peck  senr  Joseph  Eason  Jun,  Daniel  Prat  senr,  Nathaniel  Goodwine  senr  &  John  Richards.  No  aaion 
was  taken' till  Apl.  23,  1691  when  Paul  Peck  senr,  Joseph  Easton  and  Joseph  Olmstead  were  chosen  Dea¬ 
cons.”  This  seems  to  indicate  that  John  Richards,  now  living  on  the  North  side,  has  chanpd  his  member¬ 
ship  to  the  First  Church,  though  it  may  be  that  he  never  changed  his  membership  from  the  First. 

1687,  Oct.  29.  Vol.  I,  p  85  L  R:  John  Richards  sells  to  our  Samuel  Steele  three  acres  “on  a  Highway 
leading  from  Hartford  to  Farmington.  ”  This  was  on  the  North  side. 

1695,  June  25.  Vol.  V,  p  217  P  Ct:  John  Richards  Sen’r  is  witness  to  w’ill  of  Dea.  Paul  Peck  of  Hart¬ 
ford  who  died  with  estate  of  £536-05-00. 

1695.  Vol.  Ill,  p  533  Savage:  Savage  reports  John  Richards  to  be  64  years  old  at  this  time.  Savage 
must  have  had  access  to  a  Court  paper  that  we  have  not  been  able  to  find. 
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ol  bainaig  taw  nooa  lo  jkoo  A  inaqq«  lun  bib  InabnilaG  aid  won  A  baeaaaab  ebiiubi;]  altaaahq  oJ 
-rtiaga  li  idgrt  ol  baaoqoKi  bus  .ladJo  afoot  io  ,mida  aidi  laol  ^  dgoorti  aa  ab«i  mall  ixan  adT  ’MUnlq 

aob  moo3  ildf  .abiadaUI  ndot  b  ncMitiaq  adl  oi  lawana  ni  “  :3  3  081  q  ,111  .bV  XJ  yiM  ,d8dl 
a«wa  a  ni  bnd  lo  Ibaicq  a  oi  amyab  aid  lo  m)ijir»«nq  adl  Jaol  ylbianabivoiq  gniavod  ad  ladl  aiaiaab 
**.gnibna]tdilw}on  yiunoco  adl  oJ  wul  yna  .aOT/sb  dd  aitmwq  OJ  yUadll  Uul  mid  Jnaig  aob  .wal  lo 

dauMb  ay  oi  b>toqoniq  taw  aiadi  dddl  ,11  daial/  nO”.  :(W8I)  idH  d3  lal  <1  ,11  .daM  ,V\d86l 
lua*!  ,.xlv  .baaoqoiq  atarii  lo  luo  tn  art  tnomq  fit  owj  nhth  ay  noilatabianoa  ibdi  oJ  /bl  bta 
noilaa  <M  tbiurUfl  nrbl.  )b  vtu  oni-MljooO  bbiadiaV!  .mai  iutH  lainaG  ,nol  noaaH  dqaaol.  .viaa  ia*<l 
*aaa  naaoHa  aiaw  baaitmlO  dqatoL  bia  noiaaS  dqatot  ,tnaa  jLaT  lusM  nariw  IWl  ,Li  .IqA  Ull  iiadal  taw 
'ladmam  aid  bagnarb  cad  .able  riuoid  adj  no  gnivil  won  ,tbiad34>i  nrb(.  jadJ  aiaaiboi  oJ  cmaat  ddT 

.icti^  idr  moil  qidnadmam  rtd  tn^nada  lavan  ad  ladi  ad  yam  j|  dguodl  ,rbiurO  laii^  adl  oi  qida 

yawdglH^a  no”  caoa  aaiHi  abai2  laomaZ  luo  ol  dbt  abnadaill  nib^  :5I  J  26  q  .1  JoV  .«  .jaO  ,T8dl 
.  .abb  Hnold  adl  no  aaw  tWT  ”  .norgnimui^  nj  biolnaH  cnoiJ  yiibaal 

lo  )ba<l  lua*l  ,aaa  lo  Uiw  oi  taanliw  d  i’m2i  abisdsJI  f«do(,  :j3  q  Vl£  q  ,V  .bV  .«  anot  ,Wdl 

V)  alalxa  ditw  bait  orfw  bioJ 

agavae  .amii  tidi  la  bb  naay  fd  ad  ol  <biaibl>I  nitet  Wioqai  agMya2  ;agavc2  CC2  q  ,111  JoV  .2<»1 

•bnd  Ol  akte  naad  ion  avad  aw  ladl  mqaq  a  ol  ataaoa  bad  avad  Horn 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


1695/6,  Mch.  12.  Vol.  I,  p  117  L  R:  John  Richards  gives  to  his  sons  Thomas  &  Samuel  \}4.  acres 
each  whereon  tlicir  homes  stand  on  the  West  side  of  the  road  to  Farmington.  These  deeds  are  recorded 
"by  John  Richards  desire.” 

1697,  Nov.  10.  Vol.  VI,  p  4  C  C:  "Whereas  John  Stocking  of  Hartford  did  by  severall  writs  summon 
John  Richards,  et  ol,  to  Court”  and  then  did  not  appear,  “the  Court  se  cause  to  allow  them  for  their 
attendance  one  day  2s  apeice.”  John  Stocking  was  a  nephew  who  was  a  headstrong,  unruly  member  of 
the  family,  and  was  frequently  in  Court. 

1705,  Nov.  20.  Vol.  I,  p  325  L  R:  “For  and  in  consideration  of  the  love,  good  will  and  affection  which 
I  have  and  do  bear  towards  my  loving  sons  Thomas  Richards  and  Samuel  Richards,  both  of  Hartford,” 
John  Richards  sen’r  gives  them  some  30  acres  of  land. 

1712,  July  23.  Vol.  II,  pp  145-6  LR:  Here  are  two  Conditional  Deeds.  One  deed  gives  to  son  Thomas 
some  6  A,  20  Rods  plus  another  acre,  &c.,  and  the  second  deed  gives  to  son  Samuel  5  acres,  140  rods,  &c., 
"only  it  is  hereby  reserved  and  provided,  and  I  the  said  John  Richards  do  reserve  and  provide  to  and 
for  myself  and  to  and  for  my  dear  wife  Lydia  Richards  the  use  benefit  and  Improvement  of  all  and  singular 
the  above  granted  parcells  of  Land  during  this  the  Term  of  my  and  my  said  wife  our  Naturall  Lives.” 
John  Richards  leaves  no  will  nor  is  there  any  estate  or  inventory  in  the  Probate  Court.  These  conditional 
deeds,  therefore,  are  intended,  no  doubt,  to  be  a  settlement  of  his  estate.  He  mentions  no  other  children 
the  other  son  John  having  probably  been  adopted  by  his  father’s  brother  Deacon  Thomas  Richards  of 
Newark,  New  Jersey  who  died  in  1715  willing  to  said  John  his  estate.  Our  John  is  now  eighty  one  years 
of  age  and  wife  Lydia  approximately  the  same  so  that  the  "naturall  lives”  above  referred  to  could  hardly 
have  much  longer  to  run.  The  Hartford  records  do  not  seem  to  record  either  his  or  his  wife’s  death.  The 
land  records  of  Hartford  do  not  index  John  Richards  as  a  grantee  at  all.  It  would  appear,  therefore,  that 
the  only  lands  he  had  were  those  received  from  his  mother.  He  is  indexed  only  five  times  as  grantor,  all 
of  which  being  noted  above. 

1712,  Nov.  IS.  Vol.  VII,  p  216  C  C:  John  Richards  is  on  the  Grand  Jury,  this  being  the  last  reference 
to  him  that  we  can  find  in  Hartford. 

CHILDREN 

(all  born  at  Hartford,  but  none  recorded) 

1.  JOHNb. - ;m.  al686 - 

On  Apl.  9,  1715,  he  inherited  the  estate  of  his  Uncle  Thomas  Richards  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  was  sole  executor, 

Jolm  having  been  adopted  by  his  uncle,  it  is  said. 

2.  DBA.  THOMAS  b.  1666;  m.  Oct.  1,  1691,  Mary  Parsons  (see  below) 

3.  SAMUEL  b. - ;  m.  June  14,  1697,  Hannah  Henbury;  he  d.  Feb’y,  1732/3  she  d.  8  ch 

They  lived  at  Hartford;  his  inv’y,  £483-17'06. 

DEA.  THOMAS  RICHARDS  b.  1666 

MARY  PARSONS  m.  Oct.  1,  1691 

b.  Dec.  17,  1670  d.  Apl.  9,  1749,  a:  83 

d.  Nov.  3,  1758,  te  88 

1670,  Dec.  17.  Vol.  II,  p  615  Springfield  Hist 
(1899):  Springfield,  Mass.,  was  but  one  genera¬ 
tion  old  (34  yrs)  when  Mary  Parsons  was  born 
there.  She  was  seventh  among  nine  children  all 
but  one  of  whom  grew  to  manhood  and  raised 
families.  She  came  from  deacon’s  timber  and  in 
Thomas  Richards  she  married,  at  21,  a  man  of 
deacon’s  timber;  and  in  Hartford  they  lived  to- 


1666.  GSR:  Thomas  Richards  was  born  at 
Hartford,  Gt.,  in  the  year  1666  according  to  the 
record  on  his  tombstone  there  in  the  First  Church¬ 
yard.  He  was  a  dutiful  son  and  stood  by  the  par¬ 
ents  until  he  was  25  when  he  set  up  his  own  house 
as  the  following  record  shows. 

1691,  Oct.  1.  Vol.  I,  flyleaf  4  L  R,  Hartford: 
“Tho  Richards,  son  of  John  Richards,  was  maried 
to  Mary  Parsons  daughter  of  Deacon  Benjimin 
Parsons  of  Springfield  October  ye  first  1691.”  It 
is  not  revealed  how  they  did  their  courting  at  such 
long  range.  As  his  father’s  right  hand  man  in  the 
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gethcr  for  fifty  eight  years  -  a  splendid  tribute  to 
sobriety  and  virtue. 

1695,  Nov.  10.  P  40  1st  Ch  Hist  fl8S5):  At  25 
years  of  age,  and  four  years  after  marriage,  Mary 
and  Thomas  join  the  church  together  at  Hartford. 

1746,  Aug.  9.  Vo!.  7,  p  593  L  R:  Here  we  find 
recorded  a  conditional  deed  given  by  her  husband 
to  son  Benjamin,  ‘‘reserving  for  myself  and  to  and 
for  my  Dear  wife  Mary  Richards  the  use  &  bene¬ 
fit”  of  all  the  property  deeded  ‘‘during  the  Term 
of  mine  and  my  wife  our  Natural  lives.”  Mary 
Richards  was  now  77  and  her  husband  81.  They 
were  setting  their  house  in  order. 

1756,  July  2.  Vol.  18,  pp  84-85  P  Ct:  ‘‘In  the 
name  of  God  amen  the  2  Day  of  July  aivw  Domi 
1756  I  Mary  Richards  of  Hartford  in  the  County 
of  Hartford  and  Colony  of  Connecticut  widow  be¬ 
ing  very  aged  and  weak  in  body  and  knowing  that 
it  must  shortly  put  off  this  my  Earthly  Tabernacle 
but  of  perfect  mind  &  memory  thanks  be  to  God 
Do  therefore  make  6i  ordain  this  my  last  will  & 
Testament.  That  is  to  say  Principally  and  first  of 
all  I  give  and  Recommend  my  Soul  unto  the  hands 
of  God  that  gave  it  and  my  body  I  recommend  to 
the  Earth  to  be  Decently  Interred  at  the  Discre¬ 
tion  of  my  Executors  nothing  Doubting  but  at  the 
General  Ressurrection  1  shall  receive  the  same 
again  by  the  mighty  power  of  God  and  as  touching 
such  worldly  Estate  wherewith  it  hath  pleased 
God  to  bless  me  in  this  life  I  Give  Demise  and  Dis¬ 
pose  of  the  same  in  the  following  manor  and  form. 

‘‘In  the  first  place  I  give  &  bequeath  unto  my 
son  Jedediah  my  feather  bed  and  a  birdseye  blan¬ 
ket  black  &  white  &  boalster  &  one  woolen  sheet 
and  one  large  feather  pillow. 

‘‘  Item  I  give  unto  my  Daughter  Abigail  Turner 
one  flowered  blanket  and  two  curtains  four  nap¬ 
kins  &  two  towels  &  one  pillow  case  &  a  brown 
Camblet  Quilt  &  a  point  cason  two  Silk  Crape 
gowns  a  Checke  linen  apron  black  cotten  gloves 
one  pair  a  black  gause  handkerchief  a  white  hallon 
Do  and  a  striped  plain  Cloth  Coat  &  Camblet 
Riding  hood  and  a  pair  of  linen  Sheets. 

‘‘  I  give  unto  my  Daughter-in-law  Abigail  Rich¬ 
ards  my  Chest  with  one  Draw  and  a  birdseye 
blanket  black  &  yellow  and  one  pair  of  sheets  & 
two  small  feather  pillows  &  one  Sheet  and  one 
napkin,  one  pillow  Case. 


blacksmith  shop,  however,  he  could  easily  find 
business  in  Springfield  and  thus  make  acquaint¬ 
ance.  Blacksmithing  and  tanning  were  the  leading 
manufacturing  industries  of  their  day.  A  record 
in  the  Probate  Court  of  1706  calls  him  a  tailor 
which  means  probably  that  he  turned  his  mechan¬ 
ical  genius  in  this  direction  also.  No  doubt  he  held 
to  the  blacksmith’s  establishment,  for  his  son 
Thomas  was  well  versed  in  this  trade  before  he 
moved  to  Southington. 

1693/4,  Mch.  13.  Vol.  I,  p  192:  ‘‘It  was  also 
voated  att  the  Same  Town  meetting  that  Thomas 
Richards  shall  have  Liberty  to  Sett  a  Shop  that 
he  is  a  building  three  foot  in  the  high  way  butt 
not  to  remove  his  fence  from  its  Antient  Line.” 

1694,  5,  Mch.  18.  Vol.  V,  p  83  C  C:  ‘‘Mrs.  Abi¬ 
gail  Lord  makeing  complaynt  of  Japhet  Mr.  Tho 
Richards  Indian  for  breaking  into  Mr.  Lord’s 
house,”  and  the  Indian  acknowledging  same,  the 
Court  orders  ‘‘sayd  Indian  to  be  secured  in  the 
goale”  to  await  further  trial.  Two  days  later  the 
Court  ordered  him  severely  whipt  but  remitted 
the  sentence  ‘‘untill  Mr.  Thomas  Richards  his 
master  come  Home  from  England  provided  his 
master  will  pay  a  suitable  fine  in  the  roome  of 
sayd  punishments.” 

1695,  Nov.  10.  P  40  1st  Ch  Hist  (1835):  Thomas 
Richards  and  his  wife  Mary  join  the  First  Church 
in  Hartford  in  full  communion. 

1695,  Dec.  26.  Vol.  I,  p  194  T  V:  ‘‘Att  a  town 
Meeting  Tho:  Richards  and  Nathll  Smith  were 
chosen  Chimney  Viewrs  for  the  South  Side.” 

1695  6,  Mch.  12.  Vol.  I,  p  117  L  R:  Here  is 
listed  the  ‘‘Land  in  Hartford  belonging  to  Thomas 
Richards  &  his  heirs  forever,”  as  follows:  ‘‘one  par- 
cell  which  v'as  given  him  by  his  father  whereon  his 
house  now  stand  &  containing  by  estimation  one 
acre  &  a  halfe  Litle  more  or  Less  &  abutts  on  John 
Bunce  his  land  North  <5:  on  Samuel  Richards  Land 
Sowth  &  John  Richards  Sen  his  land  west  &  the 
Highway  leading  to  farmington  on  the  East  re¬ 
corded  Mch.  12,  1695/6  pr  John  Richards  desire.” 
Also,  ‘‘one  piece  or  parcell  of  Land  wch  he  pur¬ 
chased  of  John  Watson  Containing  six  acres  three 
Roods  &  Twenty  Rods,  abutting  East  on  Land 
belonging  to  John  Bunce,  North  on  a  Highway 
leading  up  to  Rocky  Hill  west  upon  a  Highway 
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"And  I  Do  moreover  Constitute  and  ordain  my 
son  Jedediah  Richards  Sole  Executer  to  this  my 
last  Will  &  Testament  and  Do  hereby  Disanull 
and  make  void  &  of  none  effect  all  fomier  Wills  & 
Testaments  whatsoever  «Si  Declare  this  &  this  Only 
to  be  my  last  Will  and  Testament  in  witness  where 
of  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  &  seal  the  Day  and 
year  above  written  Signed  Sealed  &  Published  by 
Mary  Richards  as  her  last  Will  and  Testament  in 
presence  of  us 

Daniel  Brace  Joseph  Holtem 
Joseph  Ensign 

Mary  X  Richards  a  Seal” 

1757,  Nov.  3.  P  265  1st  C  R:  “The  widow  Mary 
Richards  died,  aged  90  years.”  We  believe  the 
death  was  one  year  later  since  the  probate  record 
would  hardly  be  made  over  a  year  after  death.  If 
she  died  in  1758  her  age  was  88,  not  90  as  above. 
She  lived  with  her  husband  for  58  years  and  then 
lived  nine  years  beyond  him.  She  was  no  doubt 
the  Deacon’s  strong  support  through  these  many 
active  years. 

1758,  Dec.  25.  Vol.  18,  p  40  P  Ct:  “At  a  Court 
of  Probate  holden  at  Hartford  for  the  District  of 
Hartford  on  the  25^''  Day  of  December  1758.  Pres- 
ent  Joseph  Buckingham  Esq.  Judge.  The  last  Will 
&  testament  of  Mary  Richards  late  of  Hartford 
Dec’d  was  now  Exhibited  in  Court  by  Jedediah 
Richards  Executor  named  in  sd  Will  who  has  ac' 
cepted  the  trust  thereof.  Said  will  being  presented 
Is  by  this  Court  approved,  also  ye  sd  Executor 
now  exhibited  an  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  the 
sd  Dec’d,  upon  oath  in  maner  acustomed  which 
Inventory  this  Court  accepts  and  orders  it  with 
sd  will  to  be  recorded  and  kept  upon  file.” 

1758,  Dec.  25.  P  85  Do:  “An  Inventory  of  the 
Estate  of  Widow  Mary  Richards  the  Relict  of 
Deacon  Thomas  Richards  late  of  Hartford  Dec’d 
taken  by  us  the  subscribers  being  sworne  according 
to  Law ; 

first  a  Testament  2/,  to  3  yds  H  white  plain 

Cloth  4/6 . £0-6-6 

one  old  plain  Cloth  gown  2,6,  old  apron  6d, 

3  pr  stockings  1/4  yern  for  a  pr  stockings  2/  0-6-4 

An  old  blue  Cloak  2,6,  3  Caps  2,6,  old  silk 

bonnet  6d,  a  Knife  3d . 0-5-9 

a  pr  Sheets  4/2,  Do  12/,  one  sheet  1/4,  napkins 

2/2,  pillow  cases  10s,  2  Towels  8s  .  .  1-10-8 


South  upon  John  Richards  his  land  as  may  appear 
by  his  deed  dated  Sept.  6,  1698.” 

1696,  Aug.  27.  Vol.  VI,  p  3  C  C:  Inventory  of 
the  estate  of  Ruth  More,  colored,  of  Hartford,  who 
dies  on  this  date,  is  taken  by  Fhos.  Richards  and 
Joshua  Carter.  Amount,  £8-09'00.  This  is  the 
beginning  of  Thomas’  appearence  in  the  Probate 
Records  which  continues  up  to  1746  when  he  was 
80  years  of  age.  He  appears  in  no  less  than  34 
cases,  nine  times  as  administrator,  five  times  as 
distributor,  15  times  as  appraiser,  two  times  as 
guardian,  once  to  testify,  and  twice  as  witness. 

1701,  Jan’y  1.  At  the  beginning  of  the  eight¬ 
eenth  century  Mr.  Richards  was  holding  the  offices 
of  lister,  rate  maker  and  chimney  viewer  for  the 
South  side  of  Little  River,  Hartford;  and  by  this 
time  he  was  being  styled  “Mr.” 

1701,  Sept.  13.  Vol.  VI,  p  187  C  C:  The  Wid- 
dow  Mary  Baker  is  brought  before  the  Court  to 
answer  the  complaint  that  she  was  entertaining 
servants  in  her  house  at  unseasonable  hours, 
among  them  one  “Japhet,  an  Indian  man  Servant 
to  Mr.  Thomas  Richards”.  She  was  fined  10s. 

1701/2,  Mch.  5.  P  192  Do:  “ Whereas  Thomas 
Richards  and  Thomas  Olcott  became  sureties  for 
Jno  Stockings  peaceable  behaviour  &c  the  said 
Stocking  appearing  and  nothing  made  out  against 
him,  the  surities  are  discharged  from  the;r  bonds.” 

1702,  Aug.  20.  Vol.  VI  I,  p  35  P  Ct:  John  Grave 
of  Hartford  makes  will  naming  beloved  friends 
John  Catlin  and  Thomas  Richards  as  executors. 
They  both  decline,  however;  but  later,  Apl.  5, 
1706,  the  Court  appoints  Thomas  Richards,  tailor, 
of  Hartford,  to  be  the  guardian  of  the  minors  John 
and  Sarah  Grave.  Some  of  these  old  Court  papers 
read  “1702,  first  year  of  Anne,  Queen  of  Great 
Britain  &  Ireland,”  etc.  Queen  Anne  was  mother 
of  17  children,  none  of  whom  lived  to  see  her 
crowned.  Great  writers  and  scientists  such  as 
Newton,  Swift,  Addison,  Pope  and  Richardson 
added  more  lustre  to  her  reign  than  she  did. 

1702/3,  Feb’y  24-26.  At  Saybrook,  “Informa¬ 
tion  being  exhibited  in  Council  that  Capt.  Joseph 
Wadsworth  did  upon  the  twelfth  of  this  month  op- 
pxise  the  constable  of  Hartford  on  his  execution 
of  a  writ  of  arrest  upon  the  body  of  a  Mallatto 
servant  to  Capt.  Thomas  Richards  ....  the 
Council  doth  recommend  it  to  the  judge  of  Hart- 


laoqqu  en  bmiU  tid  nriotno^u  dJuo8 

,  td  .JqaS  bsleb  batb  jsiti  yd 

Yo  \cto)r»val  ;D  D  C  q  ,IV  .loV  S£  .^uA 
odw  ,bic))ifiH)o  .boiolos  .910M  tisu^  Yo  oie^  »di 
bnii  .•oriT  yd  n^jfiu  u  ,4Jnb  »irtl  no  r»ifa 

9d3  «}  ^iriT  .00<V&^1  4nuomA  .tjj-uO  curteot 
5J8doi*l  adl  ni  3>a9iK9qqs  ’umodT  Yo  ^ninni^ 
«8w  wi  nviw  dfV  I  oj  qu  eMiniJnoo  cbiitw  Ato79fl 
►€  niidJ  anl  on  ni  nBoqqo  sH  .ogt  Yo  ntoy  06 
IB  ?on\ti  jvfl  .Toifiiuinbr^  «s  vamh  onin  ,n«A3 
«8  fcMniJ  owj  .rxtBiqqA  zb  omil  21  .loiudiitAU) 
•B«*nJi'<f  ZB  soiwj  bns  ,ylb8»]  oJ  jsno  .niabiAus 

'Jrigio  oriJ  Yo  sninni^xi  aril  jA  J  x’‘>*L  .<10^ • 
eoino  adj  gniblod  timt  zbuuhM  .iM  xwuai  rfjiiia 
artJ  idY  nwaiv  yan/nida  boB  ndBcti  aun  «i9nil  Yo 
iWa  yd  bns  :bioYncH  .lavy!  aljjfJ  Yo  abi*  dnioS 
'‘.iM'*  balyM  jinbd  «bw  ad  amil 
.biY^adT  :ODT«f  q  .fV  foV  .£|  .trp?.  .IWI 
OJ  nuoD  ad)  aroYad  jrlgooid  ei  lajlcfl  yiBM  wob 
gnhtiiinaina  ZB^f  ad*  isd)  Jnlsfqmoo  ad)  Tawsns 
.Aiuarl  aHenotiriWu  Ju  awiod  tad  ni  ftnBimz 
inAvaaZ  fimm  n«ibnl  rb  JadqBt**  ano  ritadj  gnoms 
jrf)f  band  fc«w  art8  /*»»5iJ*fbW  wmndl'  .iM  oJ 

eamodT  «»aiadW*‘  toCJ  IQi  T  .2  ./i>M  ,£  lOTi 
loY  ni;yiue  amiiyid  jkdK)  2*»tnodT  bnn  dmdxH 
bifi2  ad)  yt  luolvBdad  aldnaoBaq  sgnulaujd  onb 
}«niAgo  itio  abfun  gnidlon  bns  snhioqqii  ipihbolB 
"cbnod  abdi  mori  bi9giad:>«ib  anteafiJ-u)*  ad)  /nfri 

av«)0  nriob  ;iD  T  2t  r|  .UV  .loV  m  ,^uA  ^OTI 
zbrtaiiY  bavuiad  jinimBn  tDa/  nibnTt  baoYriBli  Yp 
^011)30^9  IB  ebiBfblA  »BrnodT  bn*  itiboD  ndob 
,2  .IqA  .lafal  sud  ;iay9«rori  .anihab  rtood  ipdT 
.aoUs)  .djucbiil  aBmodT  onioqqfi  JiutOod)  .dOTl 
ndob  etonim  adJ  Yo  nsiini^  ad)  ad  to  ,i/tdinnH  Yo 
naqsq  ruioD  bio  acad)  lo  amo2  avaiO  rUnii2  Ltm 
)saaO  Yo  naaup  pnnA  Yo  iBay  )«-id  ,i(Kl  ’*  h*ai 
ladJom  BBw  acuiA  naaup  j»a  ”,Lniity»I  A  nioJiaS 
tad  aai  o)  bavlf  moflw  Yo  anon  .naiUiib  Tl  Yo 
ti  rtiu«  o;l)nab<  bn*  naliiA^  )BaiO  .bamvcna 
noebiisdalH  bnB  aqoT  ^oeibbA  ^Yh^Z  ,no)wab^ 
J>ib  ade  n&d)  ngiai  tad  o)  ai)2jjl  aiom  babbfi 

'BnnoYnl  **  .dooidyea  )A  y'daH  ,C\£0VI 

dqatob  JqBD  JAdHianuoD  nl  bofididxti  gnbd  noli 
xp  dlfintfi  tiiif  Yo  H)Ylaw)  ad)  aoqu  bib  .'ino^#«bBW 
no))ua»/a  mH  f»  tnotsiMH  lo  akiBJvKn  ad)  a«x] 
oiiailoM  B  Yo  ybod  ad)  ooqu  itariB  Yo  Jhw  a  Yo 
ad)  ....  cbinibiH  BsmodT  .aqaC)  o)  JnayaM 
•))tH  Yo  agbut  ad)  oi  )1  bnaniroooori  dlob  tbniMO 


ym  nifibio  bns  oJuiiJznoD  lavoonom  oQ  I  bnA** 
ym  eid)  o)  r»uaax3  aloS  ebisrbUi  d&tbabab  noe 
llunfi^  ydaiad  oQ  bne  JnamBJxaT  ]Ci  UIW  )tel 
lb  ?inV/  TannoY  Ifs  )>a1Ya  anon  Yo  ib  biov-ailAin  bos  • 
yInO  eidJ  lb  (i/b  aiabaG  jhaavaoesedvr  OnaraBloT 
aiadw  «»nllw  ni  )namB)*aT  bna  IIIW  jed  ymado) 
bna  yuQ  adi  Itae  A  bnari  ym  )a*  ojnuaaad  avcd  I  Yo 
yd  badedduS  ib  baiaad  bangiS  nafliiw  avods  laay 
ni  JnaniBioT  bna  UrW  xsl  lad  zb  tbiadai^i  yiBfd 

luYoaonaiyiq 

m»tjoH  H^BBOb  30aji3  jarviAQ  * 

HVtM3  l«3«)b 

"ba?  a  aoAAiofH  X  /aaM  1.  - 

.  *»  »  .  r  •  • 

fud/  wobiw  adT**  -X D  Ml  2d£  3  w£  .voM  ,T2TI  . 
adJ  avaHad  aV/  **-jrjQ3(y  0^  bags  ,baib  tbicrbl^ 
bioaai  aiiid<nq  ad)  xjtUz  talci  Toay  aoo  bbw  rliaob 
Y1  .dioab  atjYti  acay  B  lavo  abam  ^  yfbiad  bbibw 
avoclB  «R  OC  )on  ,86  zbw  ago  lad  82VI  ni  balb  adi 
nail)  bnu  «7nay  82  idi  baJ>d^nri  Tad  d)iw  bavli  ad2 
Huob  on  m»w  aHH  .itiid  bnoyad  naay  anin  bavU 
yni:m  aeadi  dguoid)  noqqua  gnotfa  t'noaaaQ  ad) 

.neay  atfilSB 

nufO  »  )A‘*  :)0  *1  (¥  q  ,81  .loV  .?£  .aaO  .82TI- 
Yo  Tirtjdn  ad)  va/i  tncdiinH  )b  nablod  aladoi*!  Yo 
'*3n^  .82T I  tadrmjaO  Yoy tfl  '•»2t  ad)  no  broYnaH 
(liV/  )»al  adT  agbub  .po3  marlgnlibuff  dqiiob  )ita 
bn^MBH  Yo  'DbI  tbraiblH  yicM  lo  inamnYsa)  iB 
rijubatjob  yd  ttinO  oi  hfidldliUS  won  taw  b'aoG 
•as  lOrfl  oi|j#  HiW  b«  ni  baimn  io)uaax3  ibTAdalll 
bainauHq  jjnlwl  Hhv  bb»8  .Yomadl  tzuii  ad)  ba)^ 
ntJujijntH-  U  ay  oata  .bavoiqqa  nuoD  iJfiJ  yd  tl‘ 
ad)  Yo  aiBwd  adi  Yo  yaotnavnl  na  baiididit»  won 
rtalrfw  bamoMtna  lanom  ni  rbao  noqu  ,b*aaCI  bt 
dJiw  li  nabto  bna  uqaaoa  fiuoD  ddl  yioirovnl 
'*.aUY  noqu  )qad  bna  babioaai  ad  o)  UWr  ba 

aib  Yo  yrpJnj/ni  nA*'  :oC^28S  .2I.>aa,8^TI 
Yo  fjib)!  ard  sbnuiaiil  yiaM  wobiW  lo  aja)a3 
b  aaCl  bioYiinM  Yo  aiai  tbiariai^l  camoifT  nooaaG 
Snibroaar.  arnnwi  gnM  nadhasdua  ad)  cu  yd  najial 

:waJ  ol 

nWq  9«4d«  H  £  o)  ,\r  uitMtiaiaT  a  utA 
9  ^  -^Xk  A\a  dioO 

M  iwrri*  Ido  Jvt  mrao  duiD  mJti  bla  ana 
a -a  4k  £  m  •  TOl  may  asl  ^fBibai*  C 

ii««  t>(o  ,0^£  iqa^  (  ImO  auM  bio  nA 
•■<*0  ,  J  ,  .  be  4UOI  a  ,Yh)  taonod 

nwMarKi,\Ooa  vC\bu«MO!iya 
• 'Ol-l  .  .  ••iilMmTC,»Of  «MD»olt|<|,C\C 


THE  RICHARDS  FAMILY 


613 


A  silk  crepe  gown  21  10s,  black  gause  bandker- 
chief  2/6,  old  Gown  Is,  striped  plain  Cloth 
petty  Coat  2  6,  Quilt  3/,  camblct  riding  hood 


6/2,  Coverlid  yellow  &  black  15'  £4-  0-  0 

Old  Curtains  6/,  plain  Cloth  blanket  2  6,  black 
&  white  birds  eye  blanket  2  6  1-3-6 

best  boolster  &  pillow  2;5/,  a  black  &  yellow 

birds  eye  blanket  16  ' . 3-1-0 

pink  Capon  6d,  old  bed  Rope  1  ',  old  Checkd 

apron  1  /,  2  pr  old  gloves  1  /  .  0-3-6 

a  Chest  with  one  Drawer  8, ,  pr  old  sheers  1,  2  0-  9-  2 


Total  £11-6-5 

Joseph  Holtum  Daniel  Brace  appraisers.” 


ford  Counric  Court  to  take  effectual  care  that  the 
premises  be  dilligently  inquired  into  and  prose¬ 
cuted  to  an  issue  according  to  order  of  law.” 

1704,  May  11-24.  Vol.  II I,  p  459  G  C:  “It  is 
ordered  by  this  Court  that  Mr.  Thomas  Richards 
of  Hartford  shall  have  a  hearing  of  his  petition 
concerning  his  servant  Abda,  at  the  Genr’ll  Court 
in  October  next,  if  he  shall  there  prosecute  it  ac¬ 
cording  as  the  lawe  directs.  (A  curious  and  inter¬ 
esting  fugitive  slave  case;  papers  connected  with 
which  are  in  Misc.  11,  10-21,  State  Archives).” 

“At  a  Town 


- - -  1704,  Dec.  26.  Vol.  I,  p  212  T  V; 

Meeting  John  Merrils  Junr  and  Tho:  Richards  wr  Chosen  fence  Veiwers  for  ye  South  Side.” 


1704,  Sept.  8.  Vol.  VI,  p  252  C  C:  “Hannah,  Mr.  Thomas  Richards  negro  woman,  was  complained 
of  for  felonious  takeing  away  certain  goods  of  her  Masters  house.  Being  examined  shee  confessed  the 
fact.”  The  Court  fined  her  20.9,  “or  be  whipt  five  stripes  on  tlie  naked  body.” 

1704/5,  Feby.  Vol.  VII,  p  120  P  Ct:  Thomas  Richards  helps  to  take  inventory  of  the  estate  of  “Ra¬ 
chael  Grant,  spinster,”  of  Hartford,  £18-00-00. 

1704/5,  Mch.  6.  Vol.  VI,  p  256  C  C:  Thomas  Richards  is  among  the  16  jurymen  and  in  the  same 
Court  he  was  juryman  on  June  1,  1708,  in  Nov.,  1708  and  on  Nov.  4,  1718. 

1705,  Nov.  20.  Vol.  I,  p  325  L  R:  Here  he  receives  the  warrantee  deed  from  his  father,  jointly  with 
his  brother  Samuel,  to  some  30  acres  of  land. 

1706,  Dec.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  217  T  V:  “Att  the  Same  Meeting  voated:  Tho:  Cadwell  Collector  on  ye  north 
Side,  Tho:  Richards  Collector  on  ye  South  Side,  Nicholas  Olmstead  Collector  on  ye  East  Side.  To  Col¬ 
lect  or  gather  the  Town  Rate  granted  to  defray  the  charges  of  the  Town  for  ye  Year  past.” 

1706,  Dec.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  34  T  V:  “A  Stray  brown  heifer  In  the  Custody  of  Dea:  Joseph  Easton  Three 
years  old  the  next  Spring,  with  a  Crop  on  the  offe  Ear;  branded  on  the  horn  I  D,  Cryed  according  to 
Law;  apprized  by  James  Steel,  and  Tho:  Richards  Dccembr  1706:  at  fifty  Shillings  in  pay.” 

1708/9,  Feb’y  7.  Vol.  VII,  p  210  P  Ct:  Abda  Duce,  alias  Giddings,  a  mulatto  of  Hartford  -  he  of  the 
run  away  slave  case  -  dies  and  our  Thomas  helps  to  take  inventory  of  his  estate,  which  amounts  to 
£14-13-00. 

1712,  P  6  1st  Ch  Hist  (1885):  The  historian  says  that  in  1712  three  more  deacons  were  chosen  as 
follows:  John  Sheldon,  John  Shepard,  Thomas  Richards.  Thomas  is  rated  as  their  tenth  deacon.  He 
is  now  46,  and  he  held  office  for  37  years  until  he  died.  It  was  on  July  23rd  of  this  year  1712  that  Thomas 
received  the  conditional  deed  from  his  father  by  which  he  and  brother  Samuel  received  the  balance  of 
the  father’s  real  estate,  the  father  and  mother  both  now  being  about  80  years  of  age. 

1713,  Dec.  15.  Vol.  I,  p  234  T  V:  “Att  a  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Hartford,  Voted 
for  Grand  juryman  Thomas  Richards,”  and  three  others. 

1714,  Apl.  14.  Vol.  VII,  p  304  C  C:  Dea.  Thomas  Richards  is  on  “the  Grandjury  Sumoned  to  attend 
this  County  Court,”  and  so  again  on  Nov.  16,  1714  and  on  Sept.  15,  1715. 

1715/6,  Jan’y.  Vol.  XXI,  p  387  C  H  S:  Rev.  Timothy  V/oodbridge  gives  a  list  of  30  “Persons  who 
have  kindly  promised  me  to  Give  a  days  Carting  To  fetch  home  the  Timber  for  my  House.”  Dea: 
Tho:  Richards  is  one. 

1716,  Dec.  31.  Vol.  Ill,  p  66  L  R:  Thomas  Richards  gives  mortgage  deed  for  “£100  Lawfull  money 
of  New  England”  on  26  acres  of  land,  to  Elizabeth  Wilson,  same  to  be  repaid  in  “Bills  of  publick  credit 
on  Last  Day  of  December,  1718.” 


Ud 


YJIMAT  8a;iA'Hr»IiI  SHT™ 

■I’ 


artj  JndJ  5ico  Ir.in>»ft^  Of  TnicO  ^jm»D  bro! 
•seoiq'bnB  oin}  boiluprtf  yhtn^iffib  »d  etttrrmq 
*\wbI  lo  r>lno  o)  ^inibnoaoB  ituai  Aatu  b^tin 

eijr  :DO«>q.ni  .foV  .fC-fl  ^  ,M)TI 
2b'u;rb(H  wtmoffT  .iM  JwfJ  nuoD  «iff7  X'*  liJfnbio 
nol7)}9q  »ift  Id  jnrusDd  b  9vfid  tbsAi  biohrsH  1o 
fiuoD  U'moO  srli  Jb  .stdA  insviM  «irf  ^ntfroonoo 
j^oB  Ji  ^Ju»«tnq  3-»riJ  Ucrte  ^  Vi  .Jxon  lodonO  oi 
'  iDirti  bnc  »uohuD  A)  .n^oiib  9wb(  9d3  tM  ^nttnos 
rUhv  (nloonnoo  si^qitq  ;DecD  Dvsie  »vi9);(|i4  ^ii«3 
".(mlrf^iA  »}bj2  , 1 5-01  ,11  nl  snt  doiriw 

trtroT  M  |A 


•t»iWi«d  MUflsi  MiM  IS  n«at  9q*0  40«  A 
dioO  nifiln  baqfo*  ,il  n«BO  Uo  HMa 
bcori  Jinibh  nMmg3A^ 

0  -0  ^  ihM  A  wdbf  UtmoO 

43«(d^4CnAialdif»alDnl^.VA«rd*rMOblO 
d  -1  ^  ,  t  r  ^  C  J«i<uld  vn  tUM  viilw  t 

^  woll9ntift](MtHB,\^-CwoiQq  A  iM«>«0dmd 

0  >l  *l  .  \dl  >»iaa(d  «brrtd 

bibwO  Uo  ,\1  sqoA  M  bio  Jad  noqoD  ioMi 

d  -C  O  ,  ^  ^  bio  «i  S  ,V  fw«q« 

■1^-9  t\l  mMlibioiq  .',b  TMrft^'9nodJlwmOa 


{  -111  tiUoT 


xmdO  btfuQ  murloH  ilqaio(. 

•  :V  T  til  q  ,1  .loV  dt  .tM  .MJtl  - - 

*\9tl8  (t}uoS  5X  ToVrwwhiV  joml  maofO  r»  *bTajt)iflf  ;odT  L^b  •inu\.«ImoM  nrfo(.sni/>9M 


b»nif;Iq{no3  uiM  .nsfnovv  oigtin  uunodT  .iM  .donruiH'*  :D  D  q  ,17  .loV  8  JqsS  .M)tl 

aril  bMoilnco  oofU  banimBXD  ^nb8  .9mrtH  nutttM  nrf  H>  abooi  nisfiao  x>^^  Snbiu  xuoinofs)  kA  1o 

'•.•(bod  bojOtfi  Mii  no  asqhi*  a/il  JqMw  ad  io"  .iW  lad  banS  fnjoD  adT  ‘'JdbI 

'BJI”  )o  adJ  >o  x^toJnavni  o)  Bqbd  ntnatuh  ectnodT  :}D  H  q  ,11V  JoV  .ydaH  .2\f0tl 

.00'00>8l3k  ,bidlri«f1  lo  '•,T9)iniq«  ,JnBi5  h«da 

orraw  9th  ni  bn*  na/nvrnit  i>I  artj  srK<no  ai  abwrb?^  amodT  :D  D  dfH  q  ,tV  .loV  .d  .daM  ,J\WVI 
»  .8171  X  .voVJ  no  bri6  dOTI  ,,*/oH  nl  ,8071  ,1  anu(,  no  ni>mxtut  uiw  ad  nuoD 

k 

d3lv»  x^nini  ,a9riliil  «id  monl  baafc  wtfiBTio'v  arb  savbaw  ad  aasH  :  H  J  ftt  q  ,I  .loV  .flt  iVoM  .Wtl 
I  .  .bfuil  lo  raiaa  Ot  omot  oS  .iaurnnS  aadioad  dd 

dnon  ax  no  aoi.ialkO  lU^^fbiO  ;odT  tbaioov  ;|ni)7oM  ainefc  ariJ  IjA**  :V  T  7I£  q  ,1  .lo^  .71  .aoO  ^dOTl 
'loO  oT  .*bi8  j%j»Jl  ax'i'o  wiaalloD  bBafvfniO  eftiodalid  .abtit  riJttoZ  ax  no  loraalkO  ilrfoddfl  :odT  ,abl2 
**.s«»q  v»aY  ax  nwoT  a»li  lo  Jraj^toda  orti  y;tihh  oJ  bainirot  aiBil  rr»oT  adJ  iadJB|i  to  tail 

andT  noitsB  dqaio(^:BaG  lo  xl?o^«0  adj  itl  laliad  nvuid  xtiUB  A"  : V  T  K  q  ,1  .loV  ,71  .aaCI  ,d07l 
♦  or  ^Ibnoaas  baxO  ,0  1  mod  briJ  no  babriBid  i7ii3  oJte  adi  no  qoO  b  ritlw  iiah  adJ  bio  noax 

"•XBq  nl  tsjniflIdJi  xild  m  :c)0TI'  ;*'TI  idimwa  ^b^Bfblll  -OflT  bnu  ,laM8  carns^  X<*  brrhqqi  ;wbJ 

adllo  Ml  •  biolmHlo  orinlum  b  ,ii5|nlbb)0  cfdlB  .xwKJ  obdA  :3D  *1  01 1  q  .117  .bV  »7  X‘<^^  ,^8071 
OJ  alnuomu  rbldw  .alBSta  «id  le  x>‘inavni  adu  oi  «qlad  MinodT  tuo  fans  «aib  >  atsa  avah  x*^ 

.00^411 

M  naMMb  amr  moooab  anom  aatdi  tl7I  ni  iiuij  n»  nodoJdd  adT  r({88t)  IdH  dD  J«l  d  *1  .£171 
aH  .noo«ab  dinaJ  liari)  ts  boJio  i(  MmodT  .tbnadjt^l  umindT  .btaqadS  nibt,  ,noblad2  ndo(,  :«wonol 
BBfnodT  Jadj  1 171  T*ax  b  batt  no  «»ir  it  .baH>  ad  Ulnu  max  7€  t<A  aadb  btod  ad  bos  ,db  won  d 
lo  aaoBiod  adJ  bavbaai  bumnS  iMtJoid  bnB  ad  Xd  aadjfil  fid  moil  baab  Isnoijibnoa  adl  bavbaai 
.a^B  lo  riBay.  08  Juodm  |nlad  won  dJod  TadJom  bna  ladlid  adl  ,aJB}*a  leai  •‘radJiA  adJ 

baJoV  .LtiAIibH  lo  nwoT  adl  lo  clnBiktadni  adl  lo  |nnooM  u  jjA"  :V  T  ^  q  ,1  JoV  .21  .aaQ  .CITI 

.radio  jmdi  bn»  ^.BbiBdai^  eamodT  nBmxTu(,  bninO  nA 

bnallB  of  banomuS  *1  diiMbllf  eatnoriT  <irX3  :3  O  fOt  q  ,117  .b7  .M  IqA  A17I 

^  .il71  ,?l  ,Jqa8  no  bna  H7I  .01  .voVI  no  nbjiB  at  bna  *’,nuoD  xfnooD  ddJ 

odw  anorak"  OC  lo  Mlt  b  tawlj  agbhdbooW  xdlomfT  ^va^  :2  M  3  7ft  q  ,1XX  .bV  .x'ntt 

taaQ  •*.muoH  xni  uA  bdmiT  adl  wnod  rbiat)  oT  yiiruO  t^ab  b  ol  am  Ladfooiq  x8»AA  avad 

•  -i  .ano  ti  dnarbUI  :odT 


fannm  MuIwaJ  001^**  rA  baab  a^gfKxn  tavls  abaadaiJI  tamodT  :Ji  J  8dq  ,111  JoV  .It  .aoQ  ,dl7f 
JJbao  Jsllduq  lo  tiilG**  ni  bitqai  ad  ol  amat  jtoahW  dfacUsUS  oi  Jmol  lo  mt>M  d£  no  •‘bnaJjifiB  wald  lo 

•'.SITt  ,-iadfnaaaQ  lo  xb(]  m*J  ^ 


I 


614 


BASSE'TT  GENEALOGY 


1718  Miv  8.  Vol.  V  p  111  G  C:  Dca.  Thos.  Richards  is  approved  by  the  Gcn’l  Assembly  as  one  of 
a  committee  of  three  to  take  and  administer  the  property  of  Ebenezer  Benton,  an  “impotent  person 
both  of  body  and  mind.”  (also  on  L  R,  Vol.  3,  p  296.) 

1727  Tanuarv.  P  103  2d  Ch  Hist  (1892'):  At  a  meeting  of  First  Church  Society  it  was  voted:  “As  it 
would  be  more  for  the  honor,  Comfort  and  union  and  ease  of  the  town,  and  for  the  more  easy  and  honor¬ 
able  support  of  the  ministry  amongst  us,  that  one  meeting  house  nj^ay  be  built  for  the  ^ 

people  xLt  belong  to  the  two  societies  ....  that  His  Honor  the  Governor,  Capt.  He.ekiah  X.yllis, 
Oip^t  John  SheldL  and  Deacon  Thomas  Richards  be  a  committee  from  this  society  to  propose  the 
premise  to  our  friends  of  the  new  church  and  endeavor  that  a  meeting  of  said  society  may  be  gained  to 
L  if  they  arc  of  our  mind  and  whether  they  will  join  with  us  to  build  a  house  for  the  public  worship  of 
God  and  unite  into  one  society.”  Later  the  new  church  decided  that  it  was  not  willing. 

1728,  Aug.  1.  Vol.  XII,  p  359  P  Ct:  Dca.  John  Shepherd  of  Hartford^makes  will  naming  son  Samuel 
and  Thos.  Richards  sole  c.xccutors,  inv’y,  £557'00'07,  probated  .Apl.  6,  H36. 

1730  P  280  2d  Ch  Hist  (1892):  The  Second  Church  of  Hartford  reports  Thomas  Richards  as  a  deacon 
holding  office  this  year.  He  is  ninth  in  their  deacon’s  list.  We  pass  this,  however,  as  some  other  ea. 
Thomas  for  our  Thomas  continues  his  activity  in  the  First  Church. 

1732  May  2.  P  275  1st  Ch  Hist  (1884):  Dea.  Richards  is  one  of  a  committee  of  five  appoin^ted  to 
“Treat  with  Mr.  Daniel  Wadsworth  respecting  his  settling  in  the  work  of  the  Ministry  of  the  Go.p. 

amongst  us.”  •  i  d-  u 

1732  '3  Feb’v  6.  Vol.  XI,  p  266  P  Ct:  He  gives  bond  of  £300,  with  nephews  James  and  Daniel  Rich¬ 
ards,  on  the  administration  of  his  brother  Samuel’s  Estate  which  totals  £483-17-06. 

1733  '4  lan’y  23.  Vol.  V,  p  577  L  R:  “For  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  current 
money  of  the  Colony  to  me  in  hand  paid  by  the  Govr  and  Company,”  Thomas  Richards  of 

gives  a  mortgage  to  the  State  of  Connecticut  on  a  parcel  of  8  acres  of  land  m  Hartford  called  Roc  y 
Hill.  Mortgage  is  to  run  till  May  1,  1742,  apparently  without  interest. 

1734  '5  Jan’y  2.  Vol.  XXI,  p  418  C  H  S:  In  “A  Rate  made  on  ye  polle  and  Rattable  Estate  of  ye 
first  Lciety  in  Hartford  towards  defraying  the  charge  of  building  a  new  meeting  house,  Decn  Tho  Rich¬ 
ards”  pays  £5-1-6  out  of  £157-6-0  total.  His  was  12th  in  size  among  52  people  taxed. 

1735  Mav8  Vol  VI  p  214  G  C:  The  General  Assembly  names  Dca.  Thomas  Richards  of  Hartford, 

and  D;,*™  Jr.,  of  Windsor,  as  Co.n.nittcc  to  receive  Id  tax  per  acre  per  annum  for  four  yea^ 
on  all  lands  in  Harwinton,  “for  the  hiring  of  an  orthodox  minister  to  preach  the  Gospel  there,  and 
the  defraying  other  ministerial  charges  that  may  arise  among  them. 

1736  1st  Thurs  in  Mch.  P  283  IstCh  Hist  (1884):  Tho  Richards  is  one  of  18  to  protest  against  taking 
thrtrouble  which  has  arisen  over  the  building  of  a  Meeting-House,  to  the  General  Assembly  reciting 
that  the  Society  had  “already  once  agreed  and  voted”  where  to  built  it,  viz.,  on  the  buryin,  Lo  . 

1736  Oct  14  Vol  VI,  p  274  G  C:  Deacon  Thomas  Richards  of  Hartford  is  named  by  the  General 
AssIXto  l^;ist  Hann;h  Judd,  administratrix  for  Ebenecer  Judd,  to  sell  real  estate  to  the  value  of 

£16-4-3  with  which  to  pay  the  estate  debts. 

1737  -8  Feb'y9.  P  20  Rev.  Daniel  Wadsworth  Diary:  "Lords  day,  Deacn  Thomas  Richards  and 

Deacn  Nithll  Goodwin  were  chosen  messengers  by  yc  Church  to  attend  ye  ordmat.on  at  Wintonbury. 

1742  Auo  12  Vol  VI,  p  504  LR:  George  Wyllys,  Treasurer  of  the  Colony,  and  Nath' Stanley,  Ad¬ 
jutant,  give°quit'  claim  deed  to  Tho.nas  Richards  since  he  “hath  paid  into  the  Treasury  ^  of  fifty 
pounds  In  bins  of  credit  of  this  Colony  as  by  tire  Tre^f 
charge  of  the  mortgage  to  the  State  of  Connecticut  of  Jan  y  -3,  1733,  4  a. 

1742,  Sept.  6.  P  506  Do:  “For  and  in  consideration  of  the  love  and  parental  affection  I  have  and 
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do  bear  Towards  my  son  Benjamin  Richards”,  Thomas  gives  him  three  acres  of  upland  at  Rocky  Hill 
in  Hartford. 

1746,  Aug.  5,  Vol.  XV,  p  36  P  Ct:  Dea.  Thos.  Richards  gives  bond  of  £500  with  Mary  wife  of  Jonah 
Richards  of  New  Hartford,  his  brother  Samuel’s  son,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  trust  of  admiiv 
istration  of  Jonah’s  estate  amounting  to  £256'02'00. 

1746,  Aug.  9,  Vol.  Vll,  p  593  L  R:  ‘‘For  the  love  and  affection  1  have  and  do  beare  to  my  beloved  son 
Benjamin  Richards,”  he  gives  him  17J4  acres  with  buildings  thereon  on  the  Farmington  road.  ‘‘Provided 
and  1  the  said  Thomas  Richards  do  reserve  and  provide  to  and  for  myself  and  to  and  for  my  Dear  wife 
Mary  Richards  the  use,  benefit  and  Improvement  of  all  and  Singular  the  above  granted  Parcell  of  Land 
during  the  Term  of  mine  and  my  wife  our  Natural  lives  and  that  at  our  decease  my  said  son  Benjamin 
Richards  may  then  peaceably,  quietly  enter  upon  and  Possess  and  enjoy  all  my  aforesaid  parcell  of  Land 
and  also  my  house  and  barn  which  stands  thereon.”  This  is  intended  for  a  settlement  of  his  estate,  or 
the  greater  part  thereof,  on  son  Benjamin.  Thomas  Richards  left  no  will  and  the  inventory  in  Probate 
Records  shows  only  movable  items;  no  real  estate. 

1747,  May  7.  Vol.  VII,  p  338  L  R:  Thomas  Richards,  Gabriel  Williams,  Jonah  Williams  &  Timothy 
Williams  sell  to  John  Haskins  of  Bolton,  Conn.,  33  acres  on  the  ‘‘east  side  the  Great  River  at  a  place 
commonly  called  the  five  mile  commons”  for  50  pounds  money  old  tenor.  This  is  Dea.  Thomas  Richards’ 
last  real  estate  transaction  indexed  in  the  Hartford  Land  Records.  He  was  quite  a  buyer  as  well  as  a 
seller  of  land.  As  a  grantor  he  appears  in  Vols.  1  to  7  sixteen  times,  eleven  times  in  warrantees,  twice 
in  quit  claims,  twice  in  mortgages  and  once  in  conditional  deeds.  As  a  grantee  in  Vols.  1  to  6,  he  appears 
twelve  times,  eight  times  in  warrantees,  twice  in  quit  claims,  once  as  attorney  and  once  in  conditional 
deed. 


1749,  April  9.  GSR:  Now  at  83  years  of  age  Dea.  Thomas  Richards  dies  intestate  at  home  in  Hart¬ 
ford.  A  stone  marks  his  grave  in  the  old  1st  Church  burying  ground  and,  by  some  curious  mistake, 
records  the  death  as  of  April  9,  1759,  10  years  too  late.  The  grave  is  about  50  feet  east  of  the  Founders’ 
Monument.  The  stone  reads  as  follows:  ‘‘Here  Lies  Interr’d  ;  ye  Body  of  Deac’n  |  Thomas  Richards  1 
Who  Departed  this  |  Life  April  the  9th  j  1759  in  the  83rd  j  Year  of  his  Age.” 

1750,  Sept.  1.  Vol.  15,  p  139  P  Ct:  ‘‘At  a  Probate  Court  held  at  Hartford  for  the  District  of  Hartford 
on  the  1st  Day  of  SeptenV  A.D.  1750.  Present  Joseph  Buckingham  Esqr,  Judge,  Jos  Talcott  Clerk.  This 
Court  grants  administration  on  the  Estate  of  Deacon  Thomas  Richards  late  of  Hartford,  Dec’d,  unto 
Benjamin  Richards  of  sd  Hartford  who  gave  bond  as  the  Law  Directs  &  Took  Letters  of  administration 
this  Day.” 

1750,  Sept.  3.  Vol.  16,  p  29  P  Ct:  ‘‘Inventory  Estate  thats  moveable  of  Deacon  Tho  Richards,  late 
of  Hartford  Dec’d  taken  by  us  whose  names  are  underwritten  under  oath: 


One  light  col’d  broad  Cloth  Coat  81,  1  brown  Coat  10/,  Dark  Col’d  wescoat  61,  brown  wcscoat  3,  plain 

cloth  wescoat  30s,  Dark  Col’d  breeches  21,  old  breeches  5 . 

pr  black  stockins  15,  pr  Grey  Stockins  lO;  great  coat  5  fine  linen  shirt  2/ 5s,  Do  1/ 15/ 
linen  shirt  21  5s,  2  woolen  shirts  16  pr  Sheets  81,  pr  sheets  51,  pr  Sheets  2/15/ 

pr  sheets  5/,  pr  Do  2/,  two  Towels  1/,  2  towels  6.  2  pr  napkins  2/ pr  napkins  10/  . 

pr  pillow  beers  24  more  Do  14  2  table  Cloths  13  '  strainer  2/  hat  14 '  pr  side  uper  leather  13/  . 

pr  Sheets  2/,  book  Secretary  Guide  4s,  feether  Bed  16/,  old  feather  Bed  6/  .... 

2  pillows  3/  15/  old  Sheet  15  1  bird  eye  blanket  4/  10  '  black  yellow  51,  yellow  Check  5/  . 
birds  eye  blanket  4/,  2  Do  10,  1  Do  striped  of  bedsied  &  Cord  2/,  1  Do  21 4s,  Set  Curtins  &  val- 

lance  21  .■■■■■■■■■■■  • 

Large  pewter  platter  1/  12s,  pewter  Cups  10  '  old  pint  cup  8/  pewter  porrenger  5/  Small  Do 

3/4  spoons  10/ one  platter  2/,  1  old  Do  18  5  pewter  plates  1/ 9s  6,  old  pint  cup  8/ 

1  Earth  plate  3/  1  Do  5/  1  Do  7/  Tin  Funel  3/  gallon  glass  bottle  15/  glass  bottle  5/ 

largeStoneJug25,  SmallSioneJug2.6d,  lbiblel0/lDo20/Testament6s 

psalm  book  3,  Mr.  Viments  book  3  9  Mr.  Phillips  4  boxters  book  4/  2  old  Sermon  Books  4/ 
Churn  14/  pail  15/  two  qt  measure  3,'  bail  pail  5/  3  wood  bowles  6s,  3  small  Do  7/  6d 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


,  bowl  6  '  1  Do  1  /  Skiming  Dish  2/  9  trenchers  1 2 ' 4  old  Do  2'  2  Small  • 

Great  bible  1/  10/  Sugar  rim  10  '  box  iron  6s.  great  Chair  14  3  small  chaas  24/  2  Do  4s 
1  Cold  chest  21  10/  plain  Chest  1/.  old  Do  8,  small  trunk  10/  old  box  |  Cross  skillet 
large  Iron  pot  21  10,  Small  pot  21,  2  tramels  25  pr  tongs  10^  fire  pan  12  - 

Set  C^-rt  band  1/ 1 1 ,  extree  pins  15/ Colter  17s  6tl,  Draft  Cham  1  /s  .  ; , ,  ■ 

16/  old  Iron  16  '  pr  old  horse  Chains  15/  Iron  goose  25,  pr  Sheers  6s  9d,  4  old  Iron  4 
16  harrow  teeth  21  10,  hamer  2  -  6d,  Stilyards  6s.  old  hhd  U,  ^^r  Karels  4,  . 

1  Do  5/  powdering  tub  8..  1  Do  10.  Dry  hogshead  25  1  Do  18  bed  top  U  ^  ■ 

ix)inl  bc^n  6s  Earthen  pot  3,  old  sadle  1/;  great  spinning  wheel  1/,  little  Do  10,  .  ■  • 

kindle  Cow  27/.  red  Cow  20/,  heifer  1 21.  meal  bags  1  /.  qt  beson  I8s.  great  brewing  Iron  8,  small  Do 

Ebenezer  Webster,  Daniel  Seymour 
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she  d.  Aug.  30,  1  ch 


Ebenezer  Webster,  l-anh:.!- 

This  inventory  was  not  footed  by  tite  appraisres  apparently;  at  least  the  copyist  puts  in  no  totah 
Ml^^ring  reports  total  as  an-03-0U  but  we  make  it  .DlS-Ib-OO.  Moreover  we  cannot  agree  w.th 
the  appraisers  on  the  extension  of  a  half  doren  or  more  of  their  lines. 

CHILDREN 

(all  born  at  Hartford,  Ct;  7  on  V  R) 

1.  THO/vlAS  b.  Apl.  3.  1694;  m.  June  6,  1717,  Abigail  Turner  (see  below) 

2.  SARAH  bp.  June  14,  1696;  she  d.  young 

She  was  bp.  at  1st  Church,  Hartford. 

3.  ebenezer  b.  May  4,  1698;  m.  Dec.  6,  1736,  Wid.  Mary  Buck;  he  d.  .lan'y  7, 1755,  a;  57 

Holas  bp.  a.  1st  Church  May  8.  1698.  He  owned  covenant  at  Hartford  Feb.  15,  1723.  They  resided  in 

Southington.  He  add.  to  full  conrmumon  there  Mch.  4,  1,33.  .  a  rt  .  19  1784  10  ch 

4.  JEDEDIAH  b.  July  8,  1700;  nt.  Aug.  20,  1725,  Anty  Thrall;  he  d.  Oct.  1,  1784,  at  84  she  d.  Oct.  19,  1784, 

H  1,0  at  1st  Church  July  21,  1700,  and  ca.ne  Into  full  contmunion  June  27,  1725.  He  was  a  cordwalner. 

He  was  4' “I'™’  /  ,  ■  Norfolk,  a  founder  of  the  town  1758  and  charter  ntentber  of  Church  Dec. 

”4'  Hfi  a;  p  or  relds“  Lg  hitn  and  son  Jedediah  and  grand»n  Jededitd,  and  gt  gr  son  Jededtah, 
aUwotogtogLtcr  in  the  same  field.  He  left  Inventory  of  £82.13-3.  She  was  of  Windsor. 

5.  ABIGAIL  b.  Oct.  11,  1702;  m.  Aug.  26,  1726,  John  Turner  jr. 

^rwasCrisI  CltiS:  j‘'ulyA:  i705'”r  dI^  Wadsworth  has  diary  entry:  ■•This  day  died  suddenly  _ 
Mary  Richards." 

’■  ""HTas  bp.  at  Vsrch^uVh™J;v"23“;foA  — l^ifwrha^Lrdlnt.  He  settled  on  the  home 
Stead  at  Hartford;  his  inv’y,  £109-3-6. 

8  lOSEPH  b.  Apl.  21,  1710;  m  (1)  Anna  W'illiams;  he  d.  Mch.  7,  1771,  a;  61  she  d. 

■'  He  w»  bp.  Ht  Church  Apl.  23,  1710.  He  (2)  Lydia  —  They  settl. 

1771. 

THOMAS  RICHARDS  b.  Apl.  3,  1694 

ABIGAIL  TURNER  m  (1)  June  6,  1717 

bp.  Apl.  18,  1697  Abigail  Turner 

d.  Sep.  24,  1736  m  (2)  Dec.  28,  1738 

se  39  Widow  Rachael  Andrus  Orvis 

he  d.  a  1775,  fc  a  81 

1697,  Apl.  18.  P  307  2d  Ch  Hist  (1892);  “Abi¬ 
gail  the  daughter  of  John  Turner”  is  recorded  No. 

579  on  the  2d  Church  baptismal  record  at  Hart- 


4  ch 


3  ch 


They  settled  in  Newington;  will  proved  Apl.  2, 


1694,  Apl.  3.  Vol.  I,  fly  leaf  2,  L  R,  Hartford: 
“Tho.  Richards  the  son  of  Tho:  &  Mary  Richards 
was  born  Ap  3,  1694.”  Six  of  his  brothers  and 
sisters  are  recorded  with  him.  Thomas  was  named* 
for  both  father  and  great  grandfather,  the  settler. 

1717,  June  6.  Vol.  I,  p  281  L  R:  “Thomas 
Richards  was  married  to  Abigail  Turner  June  6th 

1717.”  So  reads  the  record  at  Hartford.  This  wed¬ 
ding  united  two  young  people  of  23  and  20,  both 
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THE  RICHARDS  FAMILY 
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ford.  She  was  one  of  fourteen  full  brothers  and  sis- 
ters.  She  was  third  in  order  and  therefore  had  a 
good  share  in  helping  her  mother  with  the  younger 
ones.  She  was  born  and  brought  up  in  Hartford, 
Ct.,  same  as  her  coming  husband  was,  and  doubt¬ 
less  through  school  and  church  they  had  many  op¬ 
portunities  to  weigh  the  qualities  of  each  other. 
At  20  she  was  married  and  at  30  she  moved  with 
the  family,  now  increased  by  five  children,  to 
Southington,  Ct.  Here  four  more  children  were 
added. 

1721,  June  1.  P  45  1st  Ch  Hist  (18S5):  Abigail 
Richards  joins  the  First  Church  of  Hartford  with 
her  husband  on  this  June  day. 

1736,  Sept.  24.  P  134  Andrews:  The  youngest 
child  was  hardly  four  months  old  when  Father 
Time  came  to  claim  the  mother.  She  died  at 
Southington  at  only  39. 


coming  from  prominent  families  of  Hartford  -  the 
one  of  the  First  Church,  the  other  of  the  Second. 
Just  four  months  before  (Feb’y  20th)  they  had 
gone  through  a  20  foot  snow  storm  which  filled 
New  England  with  gloom  and  wonder  at  the  loss 
of  live  stock  and  the  tunneling  it  required  between 
house  and  barn,  etc. 

1721,  June  1.  P  43  1st  Ch  Hist  (1885):  Four 
years  after  marriage,  to  a  month,  Thomas  Rich¬ 
ards  and  Abigail  Richards  his  wife  were  together 
admitted  to  the  First  Church  in  Hartford  in  full 
communion.  This  record  reports  his  death  as  on 
Apl.  9,  1759;  but  is  here  in  error,  confusing  it  with 
the  inaccurate  G  S  R  of  his  father. 

1722,  Oct.  17.  Vol.  4,  p  108  L  R:  Thomas  Rich¬ 
ards  Jun’r  of  Hartford  buys  of  Jonathan  Steel, 
“for  ye  sum  of  Thirty  si.\  pounds,”  four  acres  of 
land  in  the  South  .Meadow  of  Hartford. 


1727,  May  5.  Vol.  4,  p  346  L  R:  “For  and  in 
consideration  of  ye  sum  of  fourty  two  pounds  in  good  bills  of  publick  credit,  and  on  above  daj,  in 
ye  thirteenth  year  of  the  Reign  of  our  Soveraign  Lord  George  of  great  brittain  &c  King,”  Thomas  Rich¬ 
ards  Jun’r  of  Hartford  sells  above  land  to  John  Skinner  Jun’r  and  on  next  day  buys  the  following  prop¬ 
erty  in  Southington.  The  family  had  been  together  in  Hartford  for  ten  years.  Now  by  oxteam  and  one 
or  two  horse  shays  they  move  to  Southington  and  the  party  is  enlivened  by  five  young  children. 


1727,  May  6.  Vol.  4,  p  415  L  R,  Farmington:  This  deed  shows  the  purchase  of  a  house  and  100  acres 
of  land’ from  Samuel  Warner  for  £200.  Here  Thomas  became  the  village  blacksmith  of  Southington  and 
continued  as  such  until  he  transferred  his  business  to  New  Britain,  22  years  later.  Like  all  blacksmiths 
of  their  day,  they  did  not  neglect  the  farm  as  at  least  a  side  issue.  Here  we  have  his  “cretures  eare  mark.” 

1728/9,  Feb’y  4.  Vol.  I,  p  209  T  V,  Farmington:  “Thomas  Richards  his  mark  for  Cretures  is  A  Crop 
on  ye  Left  Eare  &  two  slitts  Cutt  down  on  ye  sd  Cropp  and  A  half  penny  Cutt  out  on  ye  under  sid  of 
ye  Left  eare.” 

1731,  Dec.  13.  P  218  Do:  “There  was  Chosen  for  Survayers  of  Highwayes  for  Southington  Society 
Ephraim  Thomas  and  Thomas  Richards.” 

1737,  Dec.  12.  P  229  Do:  “Att  ye  same  meeting  were  Chossen  for  feneviewers  for  ye  year  ensewing 
John  Root  of  Southington  &  Thomas  Richards:  Elijah  Brounson  and  Joseph  Smith  Junr  of  Kens¬ 
ington.” 

1737/'8,  Jan’y  16.  Vol.  VI,  p  103  L  R,  Farmington:  Joseph  Talcott,  Gov.  of  Connecticut,  and  other 
state  officials,  release  to  Thomas  Richards  a  mortgage  of  £50  which  “ye  Treasurer  of  sd  Colony”  had 
loaned  to  said  Richards  on  a  lot  in  Southington,  “it  being  a  part  of  ye  Land  1  now  live  upon”  containing 
39  acres.  It  is  coincidental  that  his  father  Dea.  Thomas  Richards  is  now  carrying  a  similar  loan  of  £50 

from  the  State. 

1737/8,  Jan’y  20.  P  104  Do:  Thomas  Richards  of  the  Parish  of  Southington,  “for  82  acres  conveyed 
to  me  and  £100  paid  by  Thomas  Barnes”  of  same  town,  sells  to  him  a  parcel  of  land  in  Farmington  in 
said  parish  “it  being  all  ye  Lott  of  Land  where  I  Now  Dwell  and  on  part  of  which  my  Dwelling  house 
Now  Stands  containing  20  acres  East  on  highway  West  on  my  Brother  Ebenezer  Richards.  North  with 
ye  sd  Thomas  Barnes  South  on  heirs  of  Mr.  Daniel  Buck  dec’d,  only  reserving  free  Liberty  to  myself 
of  taking  ye  next  ensuing  Summer  the  Cropp  that  shall  grow  upon  that  part  of  ye  above  land  now  seeded 
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lo  bia  -nbnu  r(  no  iuo  jtuD  ynnaq  Kurf  A  bna  qqoiD  ba  ay  rio  nviiab  JittS  utiU  ow7  A  atiH  jivl  ay  no 

”.3ru»  TlaJ  ay 

‘yJaboS  rto7^irf7uo2  lol  aayewrfilH  lo  aiayaviui;  10I  n»««>dD  aew  aiartT**  loQ  8I£  T  XI  .aaQ  ,I£VI 
^  “.*briadai51  aomodT  bna  aemoftT  miairfq3 

gniwaano  laay  ay  lol  tiawaivana®  idl  nawofO  aiow  gnbynn  oinna  ay  7fA”  :oCl  «£  q  .£1  .aaQ  ,£CTI 
"anayi  lo  inut  rf7irn2  rfqaaol.  bna  notnuoiS  rii(|(3  rabiirhtq  lamiMfr  A  ma^irttuoZ  lo  7oo51  nrfo(. 

*-  .  ^  ".noTyil  . 

.  Tad7o  bna  ,7uabaannoD  lo  .voO  ,77ooiaT  rfqaaol  :no7yiifmeq  ,51  J  €01  q  .IV  .loV  At  y'nal  ,8\TCTI 
bod  *’ynoloD  ba  lo  muaiaiT  ay“  flaifiw  023l  lo  ajimnom  0  tbiMfi  leenanrfT  o7  aaaalai  .alabdlo  alaSa 
gninuuooo  '*noqu  avil  won  1  bniJ  ay  lo  iiaq  a  gniad  li'*  ,no>]|f()d'it>Q<^  ni  tol  a  no  abiarialH  biaa  o7  banaol 
021  lo  niol  laTimU  a  gnlyma  won  «i  «b-iadai51  icmodT  -laQ  ladisl  aid  laiti  lalnabisntoo  ai  ll  9C 

.aJii2  arf7  moil 


bayavnoa  tro»  £8  aol''-  ,(io}])niil7ua2  lo  rfthaq  ad7  lo  abierhiq  aiarfyiT  toQ  krfl  3  JK  y’nal  .8\TtVI 
ni  nmnnirmaq  n)  bnal  lo  iaataq  a  mill  o7  eJtaa  jtwat  amot  lo  "eaiiiifl  iBinodT  yd  biaq  OOf^  bna  am  o7 
wikmI  j^UbwH  ym  rtalrfw  lo  niq  no  bna  llawG  woSd  I  aiarfw  bnaJ  la  tioJ  ay  Ha  yiiad  71'*  .rfahaq  blaa 
diiw  ifTToid  .abwfai5l  iatinad3  larfioiSym  no  TcaW  yiwi8|id  no  )cji3  maa  OS  ^niniatnoo  tbnusZ  wod 
Ihayrn  o7  ytiadU  ao-8  ^hnaen  ylno  ,b*aab  )bua  binaQ  .iM  lo  nM  no  rf7uo2  Umafl  eamodT  ba  ay 
babaae  won  bod  avodi  «y  lo  Tiaq  7iul7  noqu  woi|  Oaito  larff  qqoO  wb  iwnmnS  infuana  7raa  ay  ^bla7  lo 
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with  winter  grain.”  The  sale  of  this  homestead  looks  as  though  he  was  looking  for  better  or  larger  quar¬ 
ters.  There  were  nine  children  now  in  the  family  and  their  mother  had  been  called  home. 

1738,  Dec.  28.  P  209  Southington  Hist  (1875):  Two  years  and  three  months  after  the  death  of  his 
first  wife,  Thonuis  Richards  takes  for  a  new  mother  to  his  nine  children  Rachael  Andrus,  widow  of  Samuel 
Orvis  of  Southington.  It  is  recorded  in  the  Marriage  Record  of  Rev.  Jeremiah  Curtiss.  She  was  eight  years 
his  senior,  now  52,  and  should  have  balanced  wisdom  for  her  new  important  place.  She  joined  the  church 
in  Southington  on  May  27,  1744:  ‘‘Ye  wife  of  Thomas  Richards  admitted  to  full  communion”  as  Rev. 
Mr.  Curtiss  records  it.  Together  they  Joined  the  Newington  Church  on  Sept.  23,  1750,  by  letter,  on  their 
removal  to  New  Britain  and  together  they  joined  the  New  Britain  Church  when  organized  in  1758,  being 
Nos.  4  &  5  in  that  distinguished  list. 

1742,  Nov.  4.  Vol.  VI,  p  348  a,  L  R:  Thomas  Richards  of  iTarmington,  for  a  tract  of  land  and  £50 
paid  by  Ariah  Smith  of  Kensington  in  farmington,  now  sells  to  him  ‘‘a  parsell  of  land  wth  ye  buildings 
thereon  in  first  division  West  of  ye  Reserved  Land  &  containing  80  acres  Bounded  E  &  W  on  highway 
N  on  Abner  Jealitt  South  on  Clark  Carington  and  Ebenezer  Carington,  only  reserving  to  myself  ye  use 
of  ye  House  until  next  Spring  &  a  liberty  of  giving  out  of  my  foder  to  my  cattle  on  ye  Land  ye  winter 
season  &  taking  of  ye  dung  in  ye' Spring  &  of  taking  of  ye  crop  of  corn  that  is  now  on  ye  land  when  it 
shall  be  Ripe.”  This  reads  as  though  he  had  sold  his  second  homestead  in  Southington,  and,  in  making 
a  trade  for  ‘‘a  tract  of  land”  with  Ariah  Smith  of  Kensington,  it  would  appear  as  though  he  may  have 
been  this  early,  turning  his  thoughts  toward  another  move. 

1744,  May  9.  P  93  Southington  Hist  (1875):  At  Southington  Thomas  Richards  is  one  of  25  citizens 
to  sign  a  petition  to  the  General  Court  requesting  that  certain  taxes,  collected  in  order  to  pay  Mr.  Curtis 
their  minister  £200  on  his  dismissal,  be  returned  since  the  dismissal  did  not  take  place. 

1749,  Mch.  20.  Vol.  VII,  p  477  L  R:  Thomas  Richards  and  Samuel  Richards  his  son,  both  of  Farm¬ 
ington,’ sell  for  £755,  to  Jacob  Carter  of  Branford,  Ct.,  a  piece  of  land  in  Farmington  called  Southington 
in  West  teer  of  Lotts  and  South  Division,  bounded  E  on  highway,  S  on  Zachariah  Gellit,  N  on  Joshua 
Root,  W  on  Abraham  Clark  and  Samuel  Neal,  containing  70  acres,  with  house,  and  timber  prepared  for 
another  house.  This  marks  the  final  closing  out  of  the  Southington  property  and  the  removal  to  the 
New  Britain  section  of  Farmington. 

1750,  Sept.  23.  Vol.  I,  p  784  Stiles,  Weth:  ‘‘Thomas  Richards  and  his  wife  Rachel  and  Samll  Richards, 
recommended  from  ye  church  in  Southington,  were  accepted  to  communion.”  This  acceptance  was  by 
the  Newington  Church,  this  being  the  nearest  Church  to  their  new  home  in  Stanley  Quarter,  New  Bri¬ 
tain,  where  they  had  moved  shortly  before,  probably  in  the  spring  of  1749,  before  planting  time.  Camp 
says  that  at  this  time  there  were  less  than  40  houses  within  the  present  confines  of  New  Britain  and  less 
than  300  inhabitants.  Stanley  Quarter  was  a  new  growing  settlement.  Thomas  Richards  built  his  house 
on  Stanley  street,  west  side,  at  the  corner  of  the  present  Blake  Road  running  west.  A  little  north  of 
this,  between  the  house  and  the  Stanley  Tavern,  which  was  at  the  head  of  present  Barber  Road  running 
east,  he  built  his  blacksmith  shop.  Opposite  to  the  shop,  on  the  other  side  of  Stanley  street,  stood  the 
schoolhouse.  It  was  therefore  a  community  centre  with  all  except  the  Church  which  was  later  located  by 
compromise  on  the  parade,  now  Paradise  Park,  to  the  south  -  as  equitably  as  possible  between  Stanley 
Quarter,  Hart  Quarter  and  East  Street  Quarter.  The  blacksmith  shop  was  the  first  to  be  located  in 
Stanley  Quarter  and  it  will  ever  be  an  open  question,  perhaps,  as  to  whether  it  was  the  first  in  New 
Britain  or  whether  this  honor  belongs  to  the  shop  of  our  Adonijah  Lewis  who  was  first  to  build  a  shop 
at  the  south  end  of  the  town.  The  Richards  shop  became  distinguished,  says  Camp,  for  the  prominent 
men  who  learned  their  trade  in  it.  These  shops  were  the  forerunners  of  the  metal  manufacturing  indus¬ 
tries  of  New  Britain.  In  fact  the  first  hardware  made  in  New  Britain  was  produced  in  the  Richards  shop. 
On  July  30,  1921,  the  writer  called  at  the  ancient  Stanley  Tavern  which  was  then  the  rear  part  of  the 
modern  home  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Hubert  Blake.  Mrs.  Blake  and  Miss  Bessie  Andrews,  who  is  a  resident  of 
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THE  RICHARDS  FAMILY 


of  value,  confirmed  the  locations  as  above  given, 
of  historical  bent,  was  my  valuable  guide. 

P  62  Andrews:  The  New  Britain  Ecclesiastical  Society  was  incorporated  at  this  session 
Camp  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  at  this  time  Thomas  Richards  was  60 
It  took  courage  as  well  as  vigor  to  have  started  anew  at  this  time  of  life.  The  spirit  of  adven- 


Stanley  Quarter  and  who  has  made  a  historical  study 
while  Leo  F.  Hennessy,  a  young  man  in  that  Quarter 

1754,  May. 

of  the  General  Assembly, 
years  old. 

ture  which  he  had  is  of  great  help  in  such  a  case, 
smith  was  made  in  those  days: 

“Under  a  spreading  chestnut-tree 
The  village  smithy  stands; 

The  smith,  a  mighty  man  is  he. 

With  large  and  sinewy  hands; 

And  the  muscles  of  his  brawny  anus 
Are  strong  as  iron  bands. 


Longfellow  pictures  the  stuff  of  which  the  village  black- 

Thanks,  thanks  to  thee,  my  worthy  friend, 

For  the  lesson  thou  hast  taught! 

Thus  at  the  flaming  forge  of  life 
Our  fortunes  must  be  wrought; 

Thus  on  its  sounding  anvil  shaped 
Each  burning  deed  and  thought!” 


1758,  Apl.  18.  P  134  Do:  On  the  organization  of  the  First  Church  of  New  Britain  Thomas  Richards 
is  No.  4  and  “Wife  of  Thomas  Richards”  is  No.  5  in  order.  Rev.  John  Smalley  being  No.  1  and  Major 
John  Patterson  and  his  wife  Nos.  2  &  3.  Rev.  Mr.  Smalley  preached  at  this  first  Church  for  over  50 
years.  Nos.  4  &  5  represented  high  rank  for  the  blacksmith’s  family.  They  were  charter  members,  join¬ 
ing  by  letter  from  the  Newington  Church. 

1775.  Thomas  Richards’  death  is  not  recorded,  neither  is  there  any  stone  to  mark  the  grave.  This 
date  is  approximate.  He  did  not  leave  any  will  so  far  as  we  can  find  and  no  probate  is  of  record.  Fie 
attained  the  age  of  81  if  this  is  in  fact  the  year  of  death. 

Camp,  on  page  395  of  his  N  B  History,  gives  this  biographical  sketch:  “Thomas  Richards  son  of 
Thomas  ....  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  and  resided  in  Southington  for  more  than  twenty  years, 
but  moved  to  Stanley  Quarter  about  1750,  and  located  on  the  west  side  of  the  street  near  the  school- 
house.  His  blacksmith’s  shop,  one  of  the  first  in  New  Britain,  was  the  place  where  several  young  men, 
afterwards  prominent  in  public  affairs,  learned  their  trade.  He  first  took  a  letter  from  the  Southington 
Church  of  which  he  was  a  member,  to  the  Newington,  then  West  Wethersfield  Church.  When  the  First 
Church  in  New  Britain  was  organized  in  1758,  he  was  one  of  the  original  members,  his  name  standing 
next  to  those  of  Deacon  Paterson  and  wife.” 


CHILDREN 


1. 


2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 


(first  five  recorded  on  the  Martford  Records;  the  last  four  are  on  Rev.  Jeremiah  Curtiss'  Church  Record  in 

Southington;  all  were  by  first  wife) 

SUSANNAH  b.  May  12,  1718;  m.  June  5,  1735,  Lt.  Jonathan  Andrews;  she  d.  Feb’y  6,  1809,  x  91  he  d. 
Dec.  2,  1797,  te  83 

They  resided  in  Southington,  where  both  were  admitted  to  the  Church  Oct.  19,  1735. 

ABIGAIL  bp.  May  11,  1718;  she  d.  young,  probably  1719,  ae  1  year 
She  was  bp.  at  First  Church,  Hartford. 

ABIGAIL  b.  Feb’y  2,  1721/2;  m.  Oct.  9,  1742,  Thomas  Lankton 
She  was  bp.  at  1st  Church  Feb’y  4,  1721, 2.  On  Feb’y  27,  1736/7  she  was  admitted  to  full  commumon  by 

the  Church  in  Southington. 


she 


OHN  bp.  Aug.  20,  1724;  he  d.  young 
He  was  bp.  at  1st  Church  Aug.  20,  1724,  on  day  of  birth. 

)R.  SAMUEL  bp.  Oct.  22,  1726;  m.  Dec.  8,  1747,  Lydia  (Buck)  Stoddard;  he  d.  Nov.  10,  1793,  ae  67 

d.  Mch.  25,  1805,  ae  82  u  r,  n  u 

He  was  bp.  at  1st  Church  Oct.  23,  1726.  They  are  Nos.  12  &  13  on  New  Bntain  First  Church  Roll.  He 

learned  physics  &  surgery  in  the  Old  French  War  as  servant  to  a  surgeon  at  Cape  Breton  (1745).  Lived  at 
Southington,  Newington,  Canaan.  Newington  again.  New  Hartford  and  Plainville,  where  a  red  sand-stone 

marks  his  grave. 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


6.  ELIZABETH  bp.  Nov.  24,  1728;  m.  Dec.  24,  1750,  James  Horsington  6  eh 

She  was  admitted  to  full  communion  at  Southington  Feb’y  19,  174S,  9.  He  was  of  Southington,  born  there 
Dec.  10,  1721.  He  was  noted  as  a  great  story  teller.  If  a  story  was  doubted  even  to  our  day  one  would  say 
"Oh,  that  is  an  old  Horsington  story.” 

7.  DEA.  JOHN  bp.  Mch.  21,  1731/2;  m.  Apl.  14,  1752,  Mary  French  (see  below) 

8.  LYDIA  bp.  Mch.  25,  1732,  3 

She  was  bp.  on  Mch.  25,  1733,  two  days  old. 

9.  EXPERIENCE  bp.  May  4,  1735 


DEA.  JOHN  RICHARDS  bp.  Mch.  21,  1730/1 

MARY  FRENCH  m  (1)  Apl.  14.  1752 

b.  -  Mary  French 

d.  a  1775  m  (2)Dcc.  26,  1776 

Wid.  Elizabeth  Doming  Dickinson 
m  (3)Jan’y  31,  1802,  Hannah  Baer 
he  d.  Aug.  12,  1825,  ae  95 

1752,  Apl.  14.  Vol.  VIII,  p  10  L  R:  “Marah 
French”  is  the  way  her  name  was  written  on  the 
Farmington  Records  at  the  time  of  her  wedding. 
This  in  fact  is  the  only  time  her  name  does  appear 
there.  Her  birth  is  not  given  and  indeed  the  prob¬ 
abilities  are  that  she  was  not  born  in  that  town. 
We  have  traced  numerous  French  family  names 
through  the  early  towns  of  Connecticut  and  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  in  our  search  for  her,  but  thus  far  we 
are  without  result. 

1775.  Even  her  death  is  not  recorded  in  the 
Farmington  books  where  it  would  be  if  publicly 
entered.  There  is  no  authority  for  this  date  that 
we  know  of  other  than  the  probability  that  her 
husband’s  second  marriage  took  place  within  two 
years  of  her  death. 


1730  T,  Mch.  21.  P  222  Southington  Hist; 
“John  ye  Son  of  Thomas  Richards”  is  so  entered 
in  the  baptismal  record  of  Rev.  Jeremiah  Curtiss. 
John  was  the  seventh  of  nine  children  -  three  boys 
and  six  girls.  He  was  born  at  the  homestead  in 
the  new  Southington  parish  of  Farmington  only 
a  few  days  prior  to  this  event  probably. 

1749,  Spring.  John  is  now-  eighteen  years  old  as 
the  time  approaches  for  the  big  move  of  the  family 
to  the  New  Britain  parish  of  Farmington  which  by 
the  level  road  route  was  some  eight  miles  distant. 
Camp  says  that  he  had  already  learned  the  black¬ 
smith’s  trade  in  his  father’s  shop  at  Southington. 
He  became  in  fact  his  father’s  main  stay  in  the 
business,  his  only  brother  Samuel  pursuing  the 
profession  of  a  doctor.  After  being  in  the  new  loca¬ 
tion  for  nearly  three  years,  the  time  came  for  ex¬ 
pansion  and  John  had  so  far  progressed  that  the 
permit  therefor  was  taken  out  in  his  name.  This 
shows  that  from  now  on  the  business  was  practi¬ 
cally  a  partnership.  This  continued  until  John’s 
father  died  in  1775  when  John  inherited  the  shop 
and  the  homestead,  both  of  which  stood  opposite 
the  first  school  house  in  Stanley  Quarter  and  in 
New  Britain.  The  permit  follows: 


1751,  Dec.  10.  Vol.  I,  p  253  TV,  Farmington:  “Att  the  same  meeting  the  Town  granted  Liberty  to 
John  Richards  to  build  a  blacksmith  shop  in  the  Highway  near  his  father’s  house  the  place  where  it 
shall  be  set  to  be  stated  by  Serj  Thos.  Stanly  and  Serj  Eben"  Smith  where  it  shall  least  prejudis  the  High¬ 
way  and  to  have  this  Liberty  so  Long  as  he  shall  maintain  a  shop  there.” 

1752,  Apl.  14.  Vol.  VIII,  p  10  L  R,  Farmington:  “John  Richards  and  Marah  French  ware  Joyned  in 
marraige  April  14th  1752.”  John  was  just  past  twenty  one  but  as  for  Marah  she  has  so  far  proven  to  be 
a  very  elusive  girl  for  searchings  far  and  w'ide  do  not  yet  reveal  her  parentage.  For  the  time  being  at 
least  they  probably  lived  at  home,  with  the  old  folks. 

1756,  Feb’y  19.  Vol.  X,  p  214  Do;  David  Kilburn  of  Farmington,  for  £5-13-00,  sells  to  John  Richards 
of  same,  two  acres  bounded  E  by  highway,  W  &  N  by  “my  own  land,”  S  by  Phinehas  Andrus  of  New¬ 
ington.  This  is  the  first  real  estate  transaction  recorded  in  John’s  name  and  it  may  mean  that  he  was 
now  buying  a  house  lot  on  which  to  build  for  his  own. 

1756,  Dec.  13.  Vol.  I,  p  264  T  V:  John  Richards  is  elected  a  Tythingman  of  Farmington.  There  were 
14  of  them. 
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1760,  Apl.  29.  Vol.  12,  p  140  L  R:  Samuel  Richards  transfers  to  brother  John  Richards  land  in  “par¬ 
ish  of  New  Britain,  a  part  of  the  Lott  where  I  now  dwell.  There  were  eight  acres  bounded  E  on  Sam  1 
Richards,  W  on  heirs  of  Samuel  Hun,  N  on  highway,  S  on  David  Clark.  The  price  was  £35. 

1761,  July  3.  P  333  Do:  Samuel  Richards  again  sells  to  John,  for  £90,  a  lot  lying  against  Wethers¬ 
field  (i.  e.,  Newington)  of  nine  acres,  being  part  of  Hooker’s  farm,  with  dwelling  house  and  barn,  bounded 
N  &  E  on  highway,  W  on  said  John  Richards,  S  on  David  Clark. 

1761,  Dec.  14.  P  458  Do:  John  Richards  sells  to  John  Lusk,  for  £60,  two  acres,  “with  a  dwelling 
house  &  a  barn  &  a  shop  upon  it,’’  in  Wethersfield  division,  lying  at  south  corner  of  the  larm  that  belongs 
to  heirs  of  Joseph  Kilburn,  dec’d,  13  rods  wide,  bounded  E  by  highway  N  &  W  by  heirs  of  said  Kilburn 
heirs,  S  by  Phinehas  Andrews.  This  appears  to  be  the  lot  bought  in  1756,  which  now  has  a  house,  barn 
&  shop.  John  has  moved  apparently  into  larger  quarters. 

1762,  Dec.  7.  Vol.  XI,  p  2  L  R:  “John  Richards  his  eare  mark  for  Cretures  is  a  slant  Crop  the  uper 
sid  the  Left  eare  and  a  slit  the  uper  sid  the  same  eare.  Entered  December  7,  1762,  p  Jos.  Hooker  Reg¬ 
ister.” 

1762,  Dec.  15.  Vol.  13,  p  70  L  R:  Jonathan  Griswold  sold  to  John  Richards,  for  £12-10s,  five  acres 
in  New  Britain,  part  of  farm  formerly  belonging  to  John  Hart. 

1763,  Dec.  12.  Vol.  I,  p  284  T  V:  “There  was  chosen  for  Survayer  of  Highways  John  Richards” 
among  thirty  of  them  elected  today. 

1764,  Aug.  5.  P  163  Andrews:  John  Richards  joins  the  New  Britain  First  Church,  being  No.  95  in 
the  roll.  It  is  noticeable  that  his  wife  is  not  with  him.  Little  daughter  Esther  is  not  three  months  old 
yet.  Perhaps  sickness  or  weakness  intervened.  A  man  of  affairs  in  church  and  business,  there  is  no  doubt 
but  that  the  Hartford  Courant,  established  this  year,  and  today  the  oldest  continuous  newspaper  in 
Connecticut,  formed  an  important  adjunct  of  his  shop  around  which  the  villagers  gathered  to  discuss  the 
proposed  stamp  tax,  now  being  debated  in  Parliament,  and  the  other  imperial  measures  that  followed 
and  which  led  with  surety  to  the  Revolution. 

1766,  June  3.  Vol.  XIV,  p  124  L  R;  John  Richards  sells  to  Noah  Stanley,  for  £l3'15s,  "a  five  acre 
lot  in  ye  Parish  of  New  Britain  which  is  a  part  of  a  Farm  formerly  belonging  to  John  Heart  in  Wethers¬ 
field  Division  &  is  bounded  South  and  West  &.  North  on  Land  belonging  to  sd  Noah  Stanley  &  East  on 
land  of  Jonathan  Griswold  of  Farmington.” 

1768,  Dec.  12.  Vol.  1,  p  401  T  V:  John  Richards  is  elected  “sealer  of  waits.”  There  were  five  elected. 

1775,  Dec.  25.  Vol.  I,  p  435  T  V:  On  this  Christmas  day  John  Richards  &  John  Goodrich  arc  elected 
constables  for  the  year.  This  marks  the  approximate  time  of  death  of  John’s  father  Thomas  Richards, 
and  John  at  once  became  sole  proprietor  and  soon  moved  into  the  homestead  south  of  the  shop  and 
opposite  the  schoolhouse.  As  Camp  says  this  shop  became  famous  for  the  quality  of  the  men  who  learned 
their  trade  there  and  afterwood  became  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  New  Britain.  James  North  who  later 
‘held  a  commanding  influence  in  the  affairs  of  New  Britain”,  was  one.  He  boarded  with  John  Richards 
when  learning  his  trade,  and  afterwards  established  the  first  blacksmith  shop  on  Main  street,  near  Myrtle 
St.  These  blacksmith  shops  were  the  forerunners  of  the  manufacturing  industries  of  New  Britain  North 
has  left  an  old  account  book  (1778-1780)  which  shows  the  variety  of  things  that  were  made  m  his  shop 
and  of  course  in  the  Richards  shop  before  him.  Here  are  some:  augurs,  brads,  bridle  bits,  bails,  chest 
locks,  compasses,  cranks,  chisels,  crow  bars,  boxes,  bush  scythes,  grips,  hoes,  hooks,  hinges,  staples,  steel  Ian  - 
side,  sleigh  irons,  wedges,  knives,  keys,  pitchforks,  shaves,  spikes,  shovel  and  tongs,  ramrods,  spades,  «c. 

1776,  Mch.  18.  Vol.  21,  p  144  L  R:  “  In  ye  16th  year  of  George  III,”  Deacon  Josiah  Lee  sells  to  John 
Richards  for  £550  “the  farm  I  now  live  on  having  two  highways  running  north  and  south  across  t  e 
same  in  the  division  against  Wethersfield,”  the  “north  line  running  from  the  East-most  highway  west¬ 
ward  to  the  meeting  house  road,”  (now  Smalley  street).  It  comprised  60  acres,  a  small  part  being  in 


Y'JIMAH  aailAHDlJl  3HT 


T 


lid 


V  ^ 


^-1BCT‘*  frt  bnul  gbicrfot^I  tuloL  wrbtnd  oJ  m>sn*il  2bYlBrb}5I  bumc2  rfl  J  OM  q  ,tl  .loV  '/H.  .fqA 
rmc2  no  3  tobnuod  »06  Jrf^  yrsw  oi^rtT  ".flawb  won  1  nadw  j)oJ  mU  ^  naq  a  .niaihO  vwM  1o  rid 
>  .JCl  ^aw  9>nq  wIT  .;JiaO  bivoC  no  2  .vewrigbi  no  M  .nuH  bunuB  lo  tihd  no  W  .tbiaridA 

^ariJaW^  Janicsfi  >ol  a  ,0«l  hA  .n/U>|.  oi  dl»  nUga  abiafbUI  iMimaZ  :od  tU  3  -Cyfut.  ,rdTI  ’ 
b»bnuod  ,mfid  bnc  muoH  aniflyjrb  di«w  .ffnel  «‘i9]JooH  lo  naq  gnbd  ^isnna  9010)0  (noi^nbRriil  ,.9  Mari 

.jliaO  bivaG  no  2  .dniiridfl  ndet  blm  no  '//  ,xftvtrrisiri  no  3  ]&  Id 

gnifhwb  a  riJlw"  ,o-D8  owj  ,0d3l  wil  ,)teuj  nriol.  ol  dbz  tbiaifoifl  nrtol  :&CJ  8ef  3  >f  .mG  ,rd?r 
V  e^nobd  jjuU  nnu)  sdi  lo  tamoo  riiuot  ia  ^niyi  .fwidvib  bbfieiutlj^W  nl  **,11  noqu  qoffe  a  A  mad  a  lb  Muorf 
muriflM  bica lo  nbri  W  *  H  xnwrisld  \(d  3  bsbftuod  ,abiw  aboi  Cl  Jt’Tsb  ikpao^lo  nbri  of 

*?pd  .aauori  a  eari  won  (btriw  nl  iri^od  foi  sriJ  od  of  tie^qqa  aWT  .awaibnA  erjbniri3  xd  2  ,fibd 
^  f  I  .rrsnowp  -ojiaf  ofnl  yffrrnaqqo  bovom  eari  nrtot  .qoifc  A 

nqu  9rij  qoO  inaU  a  ei  eaimrO  w)  riiam  «o»  dri  abiarblH  nriof’  :3  J  £  q  ,IX  .teV  .V  .aaQ  ^dTI 
jK)t  q  ,£d?l  ,V  ndmwad  basatoH  jooa  ac&ca  aiil  Ua  uqti  arif  jUa  aiiaa.  mn  ibJ^odlJfia 
s  .  .  "  **.»f»l 

msa  9va  .tOr^ia  -m)  .abiarisiA  nrlo(.  of  blot:  bk>««hD  tiarifoMoi.  :-H  J  OT  q  4;t  .loV  .21  .d»G  ^dTI 
,  .fit.H  nriot  Of  ^nl^ihd  yharmoft  imsl  )o  fiaq  .ntaJhQ  wairi  ni 

'‘eb-uubL3  )o  nyaviuB  no)  rrjaorb  eew  aioriT”  :V  T  ^  q  ,1  JoV  .^1  .ooG  ,CdVI 

'  .yabflO  bafoois  msrif  io  yfddf  gnonu 

nl  2<?  .old  jjnbd  .ibrattO  J«nR  nkutinS  waH  irfi  enioi.  sbttuhifi  iwlot  :aa^bnA  tdl  3  .2  .soA  .l^r' 
bio  srimoni  k-jirif  ion  ai  i9rii&3  t-j}tl3iMJ3  oliTiJ  .rnkt  rtriw  fon  d  Aiw  dri  farii  *>!'lR9dfon  d  fl  .Ifoi  arif 
fduob  on  d  >i'jrif  .uanieud  bna  rbnijrio  ni^nlaDa  )o  nam  A  bonavnani  aesniaa w  no  ae^fMe  <qarha3  .fay 
ni  nx|aqrwMi  titounlinco  J^aWc  arff  yabol  bna  ,nt»'<  diff  4>*i4tdMof«3  .inatinO  bnolnidi  arif  farif  fod 
arij  eeirjdb  of  baiurittq  <  afl;  dDulw  bnnoia  qorie  dri  to  rarntbe  snKMoqnd  na  banned  .fuaitaannoD 

bawollol  jnrtj  miutnoi  l&rrjqmi  lariio  artj  bna  ,irt  )frMtlhB3  ni  bafadab  fniad  won  ,xaf  qmafi  basoq(m| 

,  .noifulovafl  adf  of  yiame  rifra  bal  ibirfw  bos 

aT»  avd  a”  .t2l-€KL  irf-.yalnafB  rlaoH  ol  «lb«  dworidil  nriol  :fl  J  fTC  q  ,VtX  .loV  I  aoul  .ddtl 
-nadtoW  m.  fnaai-l  niUd.  of  yinrnndl  mia3  a  )o  j  laq  a  d  fbiriw  aJafhQ  walri  V)  ridia3  ay  nl  lol 

no  faK3  A  yalnafd  riaoH  be  of  striqnofad  binU  no  dfiol^  A  feaW  bna  rfJiio2  babnuod  d  )b  ooldviO  bhA 
,  '* .{ioi!|Olnn»3  )o  biowdnD  nBrifano|,)o  bnal 

.baf:>ala  avft  mw  rodT  •’.eilawlo  naJeae"  loTMh  d  ebnatWi!  nriol,  :V  T  lOf-  q  ,1  .loV  .£1  .aaG  ,0dTI 

bafaala  ana  riahbooO  nrio|,  }&  dnartalfl  nrkit  yob  eamidntO  airii  nO  ;V  T  iG*  q  ,I  JoV  .2£  .aaC  ,2TTI 
*  .ebinridii  eamoriT  narifa)  t'orio^Vf  Hlaab  lo  aotii  njfimt/jonqqs  adf  eihani  driT  «naay  arif  noil  caldaianoo 
bna  qorie  arif  lo  riiuna  boafenmoil  arif  ofoi  bavooi  none  boa  aMatiqonq  aloe  anuood  aono  fa  orio|,  bna 
bamaal  oriw  nam  arif  lo  yfilaup  arif  no)  auonutl  amevod  ({orie  atilf  eyae  qnuD  eA  .aeuorilooriaa  arif  afieoqqo 
nafal  oriw  rifnoM  earnsl.*  .nioihS  waM  U>  niatis  Mit  ni  inwdynuiq  aoiaaad  boovmfla  bos  anarif  abanf  ni^ 
ebnsriai3  nriol  dfha  babnsod  aH  .ano  cow  /’oifijhfl  waH  lo  enidsba  a<l)  nl  aaoauhni  gniboanvnoa  a  bbrf* 
alfnvM  naan  .laanfa  nlaM  no  qorie  rifimeshald  leiB  jrif  bwiiridafea  ebna wtafla  hoa.abatf  dri  gnlmaaf  nariw 
rifnolri  jdafhfl  waM  lo  ealtfoibni  ^rinuiaaltmam  iiU  lo  enannonandl  arif  answ  eqoria  diimulaald  aeariT  J* 
qorie  dri  nl  abani  rraw  faili  iintilf  lo  yJafnav  aril  twurie  rfairiw  rtteTI-8TTl)  alnod  friuoaoa  bio  ne  flat  eari 
f*ari>  .dlad  .efid  albrnd  ,eband  .ciu^ua  :an«e  ana  anaH  .niW  anolad  qorit  ebnaiblil  arif  nl  aeuioa  lo  bna 
'bnal  ban  .aalque.enqniri  .efioori  .eaod  .aqhq  .carfiyjariMfd  itaaod.enBd  w<m^aeWh,crinBna,ew«aqfnoa.ubol 
^A  .enbaqe  .dicniM  .ejtnoj  bna  hvorie  .aaAqfi  .eavarii  ^ic)ria]k;i  jyad  ^Imi  .casbaw  .tnonl  ri|b(i  ,abla 

nriol  Of  elfae  10J  rfabol  lanaaG  **,lfl  ngnoaOlo  naay  riJdl  ay  irf*'  :»  J  q  ,11  JoV  Al  .ibM  ,d£TI 
aiU  taaroo  rffuoe  bna  rifnon  sninntn'eyawrisiri  owf  snlvari  no  avil  won  I  rmal  arif“  0223L  nol  ebnarialii 
•fwa  yawri|lri  nnm-Ma3  arif  moil  gnmnui  anil  rtnon**  aril  'MdaiWtaiiiaW  lenlasa  nolalvib  arif  fri  amaa 
nl  iniad  naq  llame  a  ^eam  Od  badnqmoo  fl  .(faatfe  yanani2  won)  **,booi  aauori  snifaare  arif  of  biaw 


622 


BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


Wethersfield,  and  the  house  was  the  most  pretentious  in  town.  It  was  located  on  the  S  W  corner  of  East 
and  Smalley  streets  fronting  on  East  St.  It  later  became  known  for  years  as  the  Skinner  house  be¬ 
cause  the  Rev.  Newton  Skinner,  second  minister  of  the  Church  from  1810  -1S25,  bought  and  occupied  it. 
A  picture  of  the  house  may  be  seen  on  page  71  of  Camp’s  N.  B.  history,  though  without  the  trees  and 
shrubbery  which  made  it  beautiful.  Just  across  the  street  (N  W  corner)  Josiah  Lee’s  father  Stephen  Lee 
had  built  the  first  house  in  New  Britain  limits  (1690).  Having  m.ade  the  purchase,  Richards  moved  his 
blacksmith’s  shop  from  Stanley  Quarter,  which  was  no  longer  the  populous  centre,  near  to  the  dwelling 
in  a  building  which  he  built  specially  for  it.  The  deed  also  included  “half  the  irons  of  the  saw  mill  by 
the  meeting  house.”  Later  in  the  year  his  new  bride  came  with  him  to  this  new  place.  The  house  had 
been  built  probably  about  1760  and  was  standing  as  an  ancient  landmark  in  1889. 


1776,  Mch.  18.  P  160  Do:  A  deed  of  the  same  date  as  above  purchase,  transfers  from  John  Richards 
to  Noah  Stanley,  for  £165,  twenty  five  acres  “on  which  I  now  live  with  a  Dwelling  House  od  Barn”  on 
same,  bounded  E  &  N  with  highways,  W  a  S  with  said  Stanley  s  land. 

1776,  Dec.  9.  Vol.  1,  p  436  T  V:  “At  a  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Toun  of  Farmington”  John 
Richards  is  elected  a  Constable  again,  one  of  ten.  The  Revolution  is  now  on  and  strong  men  are  needed 
at  every  post.  He  was  re-elected  on  Dec.  8,  1777  and  on  Dec.  14,  1778. 

1776,  Dec.  26.  P  163  Andrews:  Mary  French,  first  wife  of  John,  died  sometime  within  two  years  prior 
to  this  date,  probably,  when  he  takes  as  second  wife  Widow  Elizabeth  Deming  Dickinson.  Three  chil¬ 
dren  resulted  from  this  marriage.  They  lived  together  for  some  twenty  four  years  when  she  died  about 
1800,  at  Piermont,  N.  H.,  where  they  were  then  living. 

1777  Mch.  26.  Vol.  I,  p  440  T  V:  “At  the  same  meeting  it  was  voted”  that  a  committee  of  18,  of 
which  John  Richards  was  one,  be  named  “to  take  care  of  the  severall  families  of  the  soldiers  that  have 
or  may  Inlist  into  the  Continental  Army  when  they  shall  be  properly  applied  to  &  see  that  they  are  sup¬ 
plied  with  Nessesarys  at  ye  price  stated  by  Law  without  any  aditionall  Cost  and  that  all  the  aditionall 

Cost  be  paid  by  the  Town.” 

1778,  Jan’y  13.  P  447  Do:  “At  the  meeting  Voted  that  John  Ricliards  &  Jona  Belding  be  a  Com  tee 
in  addition  to  the  former  Com’tee  to  provide  nesessarys  for  the  Soldiers  Famalys. 


1778,  May  11.  Vol.  X,  No.  319  b.  Rev.  War  Rec:  John  Richards  is  one  of  28  citizens  of  New  Britain 
Parish  to  endorse  the  memorial  of  Samuel  Smith  to  the  General  Assembly  which  prays  relief  from  a  40s 
fine  for  “selling  Four  Gallons  of  Methiglin  at  8s  the  Galon  and  four  Dusson  of  hens  eggs  at  Is  the 

Duson.” 


1778,  Dec.  28.  Vol.  22,  p  384  L  R:  John  Richards  deeds  to  the  town,  for  £6,  sixty  eight  rods  for  a 
highway  “on  West  end  of  my  lot  in  New  Britain  lying  south  of  the  Meeting  House,  and  128  rods  on 
east  side  of  highway  tuning  to  New  Britain  meeting  house.” 

1781,  Mch.  3.  Vol.  23,  p  443  L  R:  John  Richards  and  Amos  Richards  (Amos  being  now  22)  sell  to 
Capt.  John  Hinsdale  of  Middletown,  for  £900,  the  old  Lee  mansion  which  John  had  bought  in  1776 
for  £550.  The  deed  covers  70  acres  now  instead  of  60  and  was  bounded  E  on  Levi  Hurlebut  &  Eli  An¬ 
drus,  W  on  highway,  N  on  highway  d  Elijah  Hinsdale,  S  on  highway,  Gideon  Porter,  Elnathan  Smit  , 
Toseph  Smith  &  Eli  Andrus.  John  is  now  aged  50  and  apparently  has  tired  of  the  blacksmith  s  art,  or 
else  he  has  made  enough  and  desires  a  gentler  finish  to  his  days.  This  deed  measures  fme  approxi¬ 
mately  when  he  moved  with  the  family,  except  Amos  who  was  now  married,  to  Piermont,  N.  H.,  a  beau¬ 
tiful  location,  where  he  became  a  successful  farmer  even  as  he  had  been  an  industrious  and  success, ul 
mechanic  &  blacksmith.  He  had  in  fact  a  “splendid  farm  on  the  Connecticut  river.”  At  Piermont  too, 
he  was  made  a  deacon  of  the  Church.  An  interesting  coincidence  there,  which  may  have  influenced  the 
removal  to  this  place,  was  another  John  Richards,  who  was  the  first  minister  of  Piermont,  who  was  on 
the  ground  only  three  or  four  years  ahead  of  our  John.  Both  were  from  Coimecticut.  ^ 

born  June  23,  1726  and  died  1811,  aged  85.  He  had  been  minister  at  N.  Guilford,  Ct.  He  was  son 
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of  Lt.  Thos.  Richards  of  Waterbury  which  makes  the  two  Johns  third  cousins.  The  land  records  at 
Woodsville  do  not  seem  to  show  with  surety  any  record  of  the  land  bought  by  John  Richards  at 
Piemiont.  We  believe  that  he  settled  there,  however,  in  1781  soon  after  the  sale  of  the  New  Britain 
property. 

1790.  P  36  New  Hampshire  Divn,  U  S  Census:  Under  “Piermont  Town”  72  heads  of  families  are 
recorded.  “John  Richard”  appears  with  “2  Free  white  males  of  16  years  and  upward  including  heads 
of  families,”  0  “free  white  males  under  16  years;”  one  “free  white  female  including  heads  of  families;” 
and  one  “slave.”  John  Jun’r  has  1  in  first  class;  2  in  second,  and  2  in  third.  “Russel  Richard,”  which  I 
take  to  mean  Reverend  Richard,  has  1  in  first  class,  1  in  second,  and  2  in  third.  In  this,  “John  Jun’r” 
may  be  the  minister’s  son,  for  our  John’s  son  John  is  now  only  12  years  old;  and  yet  he  and  his  brother 
Elijah  are  both  under  16  and  not  reported.  1  think  the  record  must  be  that  of  our  John  though  it  may 
contain  one  or  more  errors. 

1802,  Jan’y  3.  P  30  R  Gen:  Sometime  in  1800  John  Richard’s  wife  Elizabeth  had  died  in  Piermont. 
Now  he  is  72,  yet  “spry  as  a  lad  of  16.”  This  may  account  for  the  third  wedding  in  which  Hannah  Baer 
of  Hopkinton,  N.  H.,  a  maiden  lady  of  70,  and  six  feet  tall,  is  the  partner.  They  lived  together  for  nine¬ 
teen  years,  when  she  died  in  Oct.,  1821  in  her  90th  year,  at  Piermont.  Here  is  what  the  Richards  Geneal¬ 
ogy  has  to  say  about  this  third  match:  “Two  years  after  the  death  of  second  wife  he,  aged  72,  but  ‘as 
spry  as  a  lad  of  16’  became  a  Ccelebs.  He  heard  of  Miss  Baer,  at  Hopkinton  as  being  not  like  every  other 
old  maid,  one  of  the  best  creatures  that  ever  was,  but  a  good  woman  of  his  own  century,  taste  and  senti¬ 
ments;  and  having  knowledge  of  the  height  &  width  of  his  doors,  the  capacity  of  his  rooms,  the  strength 
of  his  sleepers,  chairs,  &c.,  he  spread  his  sails.  She  had  in  her  youth  been  engaged  to  a  widower,  with  a 
family  of  young  children,  who  died  very  suddenly,  after  receiving  her  promise  to  enter  his  family  as 
though  they  had  been  married,  and  bring  up  his  children.  This  trust  she  had  faithfully  performed,  and 
seen  them  all  married;  after  which,  ‘she  being  a  young  flirting  girl’  as  she  said,  ‘had  nothing  to  do  but 
to  get  married’  herself.  So,  as  quick  as  the  smart  old  Deacon  hove  in  sight,  she  struck  her  colors,  and  the 
prize  proved  a  live  Bear  6  feet  in  stature,  and  of  70  years  growth.  The  Deacon  took  her  into  port  alive, 
where  she  lived  20  years  longer  to  bless  him  and  all  around  her.  Dea.  John  was  by  trade  a  blacksmith, 
and  the  proprietor  of  a  splendid  farm,  near  Connecticut  River.” 

1815,  March  9.  Vol.  64,  p  352  L  R,  Woodsville,  N.  H.:  “Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I,  John 
Richards,  of  Piermont,  in  the  County  of  Grafton,  State  of  N.  H.,  Gentleman,  for  and  in  consideration  of 
my  love  and  good  will  to  my  son,  John  Richards,  Junr,  and  one  thousand  dollars  before  the  delivery  hereof 
well  and  truly  paid  to  my  full  satisfaction  by  sd  John  Richards,  Junr  of  Piermont  aforesaid,  blacksmith, 
the  receipt  whereof  I  do  hereby  acknowledge  have  given,  granted,  bargained,  sold,  and  by  these  presents 
do  give,  grant,  bargain,  sell,  alien,  enseotf,  convey,  and  confirm  unto  the  said  John  Richards,  Junr,  his 
heirs  and  assigns  forever  the  following  described  tract  or  parcel  of  land  situate  in  Piermont  aforesaid  to 
wit,  one  house  lot  numbered  25  in  the  first  range  containing  45  acres  be  the  same  more  or  less  reference 

being  made  to  the  proprietors  records  for  a  description  of  the  same.  To  have  &  to  hold,  etc . and 

I  Hannah  Richards,  wife  of  the  said  John  Richards  do  hereby  relinquish  all  right,  title,  interest,  claim,  & 


demand  which  I  have  in  &  to  the  aforegranted  premises.  In  testimony  etc . this  ninth  day  of 

March,  Aimo  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  fifteen. 

John  Richards  (Seal) 


Hannah  X  Richards  (Seal)  ” 

In  presence  of  us:  Lemuel  Wellman 

Lemuel  Wellman  Jr. 

1815,  Mch.  9.  P  353  Do:  “Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I  John  Richards  Junr  of  Piermont  in 
the  County  of  Grafton  &  State  of  N.  H.,  blacksmith  for  &  in  consideration  of  certain  gifts,  grants  and 
conditions  made  to  me  by  my  honored  Father  John  Richards  of  said  Piermont,  Gentleman,  do  lease, 
grant,  convey  and  do  faine  let  unto  him  the  said  John  Richards  during  the  said  John  Richards  natural 
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life  &  during  the  natural  life  of  my  honored  Mother-imLaw  Hannah  Richards  al  tract  or  parcel  of 

land  which  the  said  John  deeded  to  me  on  this  ninth  day  of  March,  Aimo  Dommi  18  . 

John  Richards  Jr.  (Seal) 

In  presence  of:  Lemuel  Wellman 

Lemuel  Wellman  Jr. 

IRIS  Mch  9  P  354  Do:  “This  indenture  made  and  entered  into  this  ninth  day  of  March  Anno 
Domini  onrthousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen  by  and  between  John  Richards.  Gentleman.  &  Hann^ 
his  wife  of  Piermont  in  the  County  of  Grafton  and  State  of  New  Hampshire  on  the  one  part  John 
Richards  Junr  of  the  same  Piermont,  blacksmith  on  the  other  part  witnesseth  that  the  said  John  Rich^ 
ards  &  Hannah  his  wife  for  the  consideration  hereinafter  mentioned  do  hereby  sell  and  transfer  unto  the 
Sfd  tto  R  “chords,  Ju,rr,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever  all  the  personal  property  of  every  Kurd  Nam 
or  Nature  whatever  which  the  said  John  and  Hannah  are  in  possession  of  at  the  date  of  these  Resents 
To  whfeh Tey  have  any  right  title  or  claim  also  all  the  right  title  which  they  the  said  John  C.  Hannah 
his  wife  have  inland  to  a  lease  given  this  9th  day  of  March.  A.D.1815,  by  the  said  John  Junr 
lohn  Richards  meaning  by  these  presents  to  give  sd  John  Richards  Junr  his  heirs  and  assigns  fu  liberty 
{TZelToccuZ  all  the  property  which  belong  to  them  the  sd  John  &  Hannah  &  to  dispose  of  the  rents 
and  profits  to  the  use  of  the  said  John  Jr  &  his  heirs  &  assigns  forever.  And  the  said  John  ^ 

in  co^isideration  of  the  above  lease  on  his  part  for  himself  his  heirs,  executors  &  administrators  do 
covenant  with  the  said  John  Richards  and  Hannah  his  wife  that  when  called  upon  by  sa^  John  and 
Hannah  he  will  prouve  and  provide  at  his  own  expense  all  the  necessaries  of  life  for  them  the  said  John 
Richards  &  HanLh  his  wife  such  as  vituals,  liquors,  wines,  medical  aid,  house  room,  furniture,  firewood 
Tandfes  etc  Ttr  etc.  and  pay  all  the  taxes  on  sd  leased  premises  for  and  during  term  of  their  natura 
lives  &  will  support  the  said  John  Richards  &  Hannah  his  wife  in  a  manner  becoming  persons  of  their 
statin  and  string  in  life  for  and  during  their  natural  lives  In  testimony  whereof  we  have  hereunto 
interchangeably  set  our  hands  and  affixed  our  seals  the  day  and  year  above  “  (s,al, 

Hannah  X  Richards  (Seal) 
John  Richards  Jr.  (Seal)” 

In  presence  of  us:  Lemuel  W'ellman 

Lemuel  Wellman  Jr. 

This  deed  is  planned  to  take  the  place  of  a  will.  No  will  or  probate  papers  are  of  record  at  Woodsville, 
the  County  Seat. 

1R25  Aug  12  P25RichardsGen(1861):  This  is  the  date  of  death  at  Piermont,  N.  H.,  John  Richards 

t  ;:r;r 

N.  H.  He  died  in  1821.” 
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CHILDREN 

(all  were  born  in  the  New  Britain  parish  of  Fanning.on;  first  four  by  first  wife;  last  three  by  second  wife) 
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by  Continental  money.  A  veteran’s  flag  Hies  beside  his  slab  in  the  N.  B.  cemetery  every  Decoration  day. 

She  was  bp.  Apl.  21,  1754,  at  Newington.  She  m  (2)  Samuel  Huggins  at  Piermont,  N.  H.  He  d.  Aug.  21,  4  ch 

1837,  Je  84. 

2.  ELIJAH  b.  July  10,  1756;  he  d.  1776,  x  20 

He  was  baptized  \^hcn  three  days  old;  lost  his  life  in  the  Revolution  at  Skeensboro. 

3.  AMOS  b.  Apl.  7,  1759;  m.  Mch.  23,  1780,  Lydia  Lewis  (see  below) 

4.  ESTHER  b.  May  15,  1764;  m  (1)  Dca.  Joseph  Ford  8  ch 

The  marriage  was  at  Piemiont,  N.  H.  They  had  a  son  Rev.  Joseph  Ford.  She  died  at  son  Arad’s  house  at 

Farm  Ridge,  111. 

5.  ELIJAH  b.  Nov.  11,  1777;  he  d. - 1814,  ae  37 

He  did  not  marry.  Graduated  from  Dartmouth  College  in  1799.  After  graduation  he  took  charge  of  the 
Academy  at  Orford;  engaged  himself  to  Ruth  Carr,  a  handsome  young  lady  of  the  place;  took  her  to  spend  a 
season  at  an  uncle’s  house  in  Vermont,  after  which  it  was  arranged  for  him  to  come  for  her,  and  be  joined  in 
wedlock.  In  the  meantime,  her  marriage  to  her  wealthy  cousin  Carr  was  announced,  and  she  forbidden  her 
father’s  house,  and  saw  her  parents  no  more.  For  a  few  months  she  rolled  in  splendor,  but  at  the  end  of 
the  honeymoon  her  husband  failed  for  a  greater  amount  than  he  was  worth,  domestic  misery  ensued,  and 
in  three  years  after  her  act  of  perfidy,  a  consumption  had  sent  her  childless  to  the  grave.  Tire  effect  upon 
Mr.  Richards  is  unknown.  He  subsequently  closed  his  school  and  removed  to  South  Carolina,  where  he 
died  unmarried. 

6.  JOHN  b.  1778;  m.  Dec.  9,  1805,  Polly  Burton;  he  d.  July  5,  1855,  a;  77  she  d.  Aug.  14,  1855  4  ch 

John  settled  first  with  his  father,  after  whose  decease  he  sold  the  homestead  and  purchased  in  the  village 
of  Piermont,  where  he  carried  on  blacksmithing  until  a  few  weeks  before  he  died. 

7.  LUCY  b. - ;  d.  young 

AMOS  RICHARDS  b.  Apl.  7,  1759 

LYDIA  LEWIS  m.  Mch.  23,  1780 

b.  1763  cl-  1848 

d.  Aug.  11,  1796,  JE  33  32  89 

1763.  P  161  Andrews:  Lydia  Lewis  was  second 
among  twelve  children,  all  born  in  the  New  Bri- 
tain  section  of  Farmington,  in  the  house  on  South 
Street  facing  south,  500  feet  from  Rocky  Hill  Ave. 

It  was  a  live  busy  household  and  a  cultured  one, 
yet  for  want  of  knowledge  in  those  days  on  the 
science  of  living,  all  seven  of  the  girls,  of  whom 
she  was  one,  died  of  consumption  from  ages  20  to 
34. 

1794,  Summer.  P  223  Do:  Lydia  Lewis  Rich¬ 
ards  was  a  teacher  in  the  Southeast  district  of  New 
Britain  in  the  summer  of  1794.  This  was  the  dis¬ 
trict  where  she  was  born  and  brought  up.  This 
attests  to  her  good  scholarship  and  to  her  ability. 

She  was  teaching,  as  Mrs.  Helen  Bassette  Doen, 
her  grand-neice  pointed  out,  because  the  family 
had  suffered  heavily  in  the  loaning  of  money  that 
was  not  repaid.  It  was  during  this  teaching  period 
that  she  left  her  only  daughter  Mary  in  the  care 
of  her  dear  friend  Ruth  Hart  Roberts  who  was 
herself  without  child  and  who  rejoiced  in  little 
Polly.  Since  the  mother’s  health  steadily  declined 


1759,  Apl.  7.  Vol.  XI,  p  588  L  R,  Farmington: 
Amos  Richards  was  born  in  the  Stanley  Quarter, 
New  Britain  house  of  his  parents,  the  third  among 
four  full  brethren  and  three  half  brethren.  The 
Farmington  entry  reads:  “Amos  Richards  son  of 
John  Richards  Born  April  7  Day,  1759.”  Amos 
hardly  had  a  chance  to  grow  up  into  the  black¬ 
smith  business  with  his  fatlier  since  the  war  came 
on  when  he  was  barely  sixteen  and  took  up  most 
of  his  attention  until  his  wedding  day  and  after. 

1775,  April  7.  This  is  Amos’  sixteenth  birthday, 
twelve  days  before  Lexington.  It  was  in  this  very 
month  when  Col.  Hinman’s  Company  was  raised 
on  the  first  call  for  troops.  Amos  Richards  en¬ 
listed  in  this  Company  which  was  recruited  mainly 
in  Litchfield  County.  It  was  attached  to  the  4th 
Regiment,  North  Dept.  Upon  the  surprise  and 
capture  of  Fort  Ticonderoga  May  10th  by  the  in¬ 
trepid  Ethan  Allen  who  demanded  its  surrender 
“in  the  name  of  the  Great  Jehovah  and  the  CJon- 
tinental  Congress,”  Gov.  Trumbull  ordered  this 
regiment  to  march  as  soon  as  possible  to  secure 
that  fort  and  Crown  Point  against  recapture.  A 
request  to  this  effect  was  also  made  by  the  Conti¬ 
nental  Congress.  The  regiment  reached  Ticon¬ 
deroga  in  June  and  Col.  Hinman  assumed  com¬ 
mand  until  the  arrival  of  General  Schuyler.  The 
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she  did  not  return  for  her  and  Polly  was  finally 
adopted  by  the  Roberts  family  and  in  time  inher¬ 
ited  the  bulk  of  their  property. 

1796,  Aug.  7.  Do;  Andrews’  First  Church  His¬ 
tory  gives  ti-iis  sketch  of  her  death-bed  joining  of 
the  Church  and  the  circumstances  of  her  lamented 
death  at  33:  “No.  277.  Lydia,  wife  of  Amos 
Richards,  to  church  Aug.  7, 1796,  daughter  of  No. 
(88)  and  No.  (Ill)  born  1763  married  .March  23d, 
1780-  he  son  of  No.  (95)  and  .Mary  (French)  his 
wife,  born  April  7th,  1759,  and  died  at  Lyme,  Jef¬ 
ferson  County,  New  York,  near  Lake  Ontario. 
She  was  probably  admitted  to  church  on  a  sick 
bed,  at  the  house  of  Thomas  1  looker,  where  now 
(1862)  stands  the  house  of  Amzi  Judd,  for  she 
died  Aug.  Hth,  1796,  aged  33,  of  consumption, 
only  four  days  after  the  baptism  of  two  of  her 
children,  and  her  admission  to  church.  She  had 
taught  school  at  Unionville  and  was  brought  home 
sick.  She  had  taught  school  in  the  summer  of 
1794  in  the  South-east  District.”  These  facts 
were’  no  doubt  given  to  Dea.  Andrews  by  her 
daughter  Mary  Richards  Eno  somewhere  around 
1862  when  she  was  77  years  old.  She  was  of  very 
great  help  to  the  Deacon  in  recalling  a  multitude 
of  facts  about  the  early  families  of  New  Britain. 

1796,  Aug.  11.  G  S  R:  A  small  monument  marks 
her  grave  in  the  New  Britain  Cemetery.  The 
upper  part  of  the  monument  is  devoted  to  Amos 
Richards  her  husband.  The  lower  part  reads; 
“Lydia  Lewis  1  his  wife  1  Died  at  New  Britain  | 
Aug.  11,  17961  aged  33  years  1  ” 

1883  Oct.  14.  In  a  sermon  preached  by  Rev. 
James  ’w.  Cooper  of  the  South  Congregational 
Church  on  the  death  of  Lydia’s  daughter  Mary, 
on  her  98th  birthday,  he  says,  “Mrs.  Eno’s  mother 
was  a  weak  and  sickly  woman,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  33.  She  was  one  of  six  sisters,  all  of  whom 
died  of  consumption  in  early  life.”  In  fact  there 
were  seven  sisters  who  so  died  between  the  ages 

of  20  and  34. 


4*''  Regiment  took  part  in  the  operation  of  the 
Northern  Department  until  the  expiration  of  the 
term  of  service  Dec.,  1775.  Meanwhile,  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  whether  from  sickness  or  other  cause, 
Amos  was  discharged  as  per  the  following  record. 

1775,  Sept.  2.  Vol.  HI,  Pt  1,  No.  112  g,  Rev. 
War:  In  the  list  of  “Discharges  Col.  Benjamin 
Hinman’s  Regiment,  Companys  not  Noted,” 
there  are  66  discharges  as  of  this  date.  Among 
them  is  Amos  Richards.  By  some  astonishing 
mistake  in  the  records,  however,  he  is  reported  as 
having  died  on  the  way  home  as  shown  by  two 
items  following.  We  cannot  find  any  Richards 
family  in  Woodbury  this  early,  living  or  dead, 
neither  does  the  Richards  Genealogy  show  more 
than  one  Amos;  hence  we  assume  there  were  not 
two  Amos  Richards.  We  conclude  that  a  mistake 
was  made  by  the  doctor  in  the  name  of  his  patient. 

1776,  Jan’y  10.  Vol.  Ill,  Pt  1,  No.  130  Rev. 
W'ar;  “Colony  of  Connecticut  Dr  to  Timo.  Allen 
of  the  Town  of  Powler  in  the  Hampshire  Grants 
for  taking  Care  of  Amos  Richards  of  Woodbury, 
a  soldier  in  Colo.  Bcnja  Hinmans  Compy,  the 
accot  is  as  followeth ; 

Viz;  going  after  Docir  \tcDaniel  30  miles 
paid  to  McDaniel  for  travel  <5:  medicine 
Keeping  Doctr  .McDaniel  2  days  . 

Tending  &  Keeping  sd  Amos  when  sick  two 

hands  10  days  each . 

one  gallon  Rum  5s,  Coffin  Is,  winding  sheet, 

&c  6s . 

Digging  Grave  5s,  Burying  sd  Amos  Rich¬ 
ards  . . 

one  Pint  Brandy . 


“Woodbury  in  Litchfield  County  Jan’y  10th, 
1776  Personally  appeared  Timo.  Allen  of  Powler 
&  made  o.'.th  that  the  above  accott  was  Justly  & 
truly  charged,  before  me. 

Edward  Hinman,  Just,  of  peace.” 


1776,  July  4.  On  this  very  day  of  new  born 
_ _ _ _  liberty,  probably,  Amos  Richards  was  a  soldier 

capt.  Mills’  co-pany  of  Co,  J^y|lys’  old"" 

'■fh  s  life  in  °his  glory  year  on  the  dearly  bought  altar  of  liberty.  Thus  sealed  in  brother 

Lst  have  pon^red  dee^  on 

“  r  c'lrn^a— are  ul,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness. 


£0-12-0 

1-18-6 

0-02-8 

3-00-0 

0-18-0 

0-09-0 

0-01-6 


£7-01-8” 


Y.D0JA3M30  TTazaAfl 


arfj  lo  noiisisqo  9rt)  n»  n®q  Jooj  finmigifi  ^ 
9flt  Jo  noitfilktxs  vi)  Ibnii  JftvmwqaO  iiisrtnoH 
id  i^liriwnioM  .2YTf  ,.390  93iviM  lo  fmsi 
,9WB0  miJq  10  mn]i3fi  rooil  urlpif#  ^ndinu 
.fanom  s^wollo>  nb  i:k}  sa  bogimbeib  zev  ^omA 

.vifl  .j  £11  x)H  ,I  3*1  ,111  .toV  S  .Jqi2  .2TTI 
nims^sS  .loO  sa^poxbuQ  '*  lo  )ut  yiU  nl  :-isW 
".b^joU  3on  e^nsqmoD  .Jfnmisi^  a'n&mniH 
^oomA  .slab  2id3  lo  is  ei^iarbeib  dd  vts  itifli 
Sni/feiooltii  KTK«  y0  .^bnuubiA  «omA  li' rm^b 
u  bitioqoi  2}  id  ,iiv»wod  .eb-MHi  idJ  ftl  lycJdm 
OMi  yd  tu/ofit  is  vnori  ^cr#  idi  no  tiJb  2^i-/iMf 
sbieda}^  '^na  bnd  jonboo  iW  .^riiwoJJol  e/nui 
‘.bfiib  w  ^vU  aid]  ^(UNlbooVl/  m  yMauil 

itbwi  wofU  y^crjnoO  thnsiiMit  nil  »iol»  ivlljin 
3on  niw  nodj  muiaaa  9w  lamd  :«jmA  loo  nitdj 

•  JedJ  ibubfMo  iW  .abiaibLfl  jtomA  oirj 
.JnitiM)  aid  lo  ifrijui  odj  ni  103306  idi  yd  ibom  taw 

,vi)!  OCI  oM  ,I  J<I  .III  .loV  x*«tt  .dH"! 
niUA  .orniT  01  lO  Joi^rrKinoDlo  yrtofoD**^  ;i*V/ 
'tinsiO  iddtqmaH  idj  ni  i^ifv^oH  lo  nwoT  id3  lo 
.yiudhooW  lo  fcbiad!>iii  tomA  lo  iiiO  ydie?  id 
idi'.yqmoD  ‘cnomnlM  niniS  oloD  m-  njblot  c 
,  idi^wolkA  u  ai  ioxm 

MiimOC  Hwik<J3M  iioaCI -t«AA  yil(t|txiV 

^d-81>l  anbAwn  0  tr/jni  id  b4noCiaM  01  luw| 

B-SO-O  ^  j  r  .  r(»b  £  I'.mAChM  ttjdP  tnk)iOLX 

owl  ]!:)«•  irwiw  MtniA  b*  A  gnthtnT 

*  ,  .  ,  .  ii>**  r<ML  ,0l  (Omui 

,jMdb  inibnlw  ,»X  nfftoO  ,i2  muil  n*«»gt  wio 

<^8I*0  .  4  ,  >  1  .  ,  ad  ^ 

^4t3l>l  MvnA  bt  vii-riuB  .«<  vtnS}  |nl|]ii‘’T 
.  ,  •  ..  .at  abio 

•  .  *  .  .  .  ^bitinS  hW’I  ir*o 

••e-io-u 

.ftlOl  y*n*(.  ytnuoD  bbddiilJ  id  xrodbooW'* 

idwo^  lo  mllA  .omfT  b9tBiq<|a  yllonant*!  dTTI 

A  yJluit.  arw  33000*  ivod*  idi  ^sd}  dtno  ibcm  A 

.ini  aiolid  .biyisrb  ybru 

".50«iq  16  .tail  .vtAMVtiH  oiiAvraB 
> 

mod  wm  lo  y*b  yisv  aidi  nO  yluj.  .d£TI 
iMbloa  «  tor#  abiMbiil  aomA  .yldodoiq  .yiiidil 


d£d 

yffanft  asw  yfloH  bni  nd  lol  muin  ton  bib  ida 
'Tidnl  iml3  nl  bna  ylimsl  rmdoJI  id;  yd  bilqoba 

^  .ymqotq  liidl  lo  diod  adj  but 

•aiH  doiiMO  infl  'awo^A  ..-oQ,  .T  .juA  .d<?VI 
lo  jninioi  bid^ditab  nd  lo  d33>d'a  aidi  aivif  yioj 
bummsl  rid  lo  a»iifttamu3ib  kIj  bna  ibwdD  ad; 
aomA  lo  altar  .aibyJ  .YT£  .oM’»  :££  ;a  dJaab 
.oH  lo  rA;d3u*b  ,d<ITI  ,T  -awA  Hytuib  ta  .ebiadaUl 
Ml  dawM  bahiam  tdtl  mod  (II I)  .oW  bna  (88) 
aid  <d3nai5i)  ywM  bna  (JV)  .oH  lo  noa  ad  ;08TI 
-lit  .arnyj  jm  baib  bno  ,WTI  .dJT  IhqA  mod  pliw 
ohainO  adaJ  laao  .JhoY  waH  '.yinuoD  noaial 
dok  B  no  daiuda  ol  ba;;imba  yldadoaq  aaW  id2 
won  aiadw  .ndootl  aatnodT  lo  oMJod  ad;  3a  JM 
adt  wd  ;bbu|,  itmA  Wj  aauod  adl  2bria;a*(£^t) 
.n«3qmi«ioo  lo  .CC  Io^b  ,dj|l  .juA  baib 
rad  lo  owl  lo  fnai;qcd.adJ  ra3ia  ayab  wol  yfno 
bad  adZ  .daruda  oJ  nolaaimba  rad  bna  .oTiblida 
amod  idauofd  acw  bn*  aflfvnoinU  3*  toodoa  idgujtf 
lo  ramnuia  ad3  ni  (oodaa  3daus3  bad  adS  .dala 
2jaal  aaadT  ".tohitlCI  3afivd3uo2  ad3  ni  ,^I 
tail  yd  awaibnA  jiaQ  03  navlg  3doob  on  aiaw 
bnuoia  aiadwamoe  oa3  ebrarblH  yr*M  ra3d^06b 
yiav  lo  aaw  adS  .bio  n*ay  TT  a&w  ada  narfw  £681 
abutiilum  a  gnUIaiai  ni  noaaaG  ad3  oi  qiad  leaij 
.maihd  waH  lo  eai&ma)  yhaa  ids  suod*  ataal  \o 

ediaminarounocnU»niaA:.IIZD^  .11  .|uA,deVI 

adT  .yi3i3aniaD  01*3118  waH  ad3  ni  avaij  jad 
aoaiA  03  balovib  al  3naaiunoni  ad3  lo  Iraq  nqqu 
:ebaani  3iftq  rawol  adT  .bnadaud  rad  abiatblH 
I  nia3ii8  waH  3*  bolQ  |  a)iw  aid  { thrtJ  aibyj** 

”  I  trasy  a  baa*  I  aevi  ,11  .^oA 

.vafl  yd  badaaarq  nomraa  ■  nf  .►!  JoO  .C88I 
iBnobttaarfmO  HtuoZ  adi  lo  laqooO  .W  aanwt 
,yr*M  ia3dau*b  t'aibyj  lo  dlsab  ad3  no  daruiO 
VKUomaotia  4rM‘*,ay*a  ad  .yabdlikl  djSend  no 
ad3  ja  baib  bna  ,naniow  ytdaia  bn*  daaw  *  asw 
modw  lo  It*  ,m3aia  xia  lo  ano  aaw  adZ  .££  lo  aga 
aradj  laid  nl  ’‘.ilU  yhaa  nl  noijqnuianoo  lo  *^>6 
ta^a  adl  fi»9’w3*d  baib  01  odw  mlali  nava*  aiaw 

.b€  bna  QC  lo 


03  3nam»j*ii  nwo  aid  o3  8«ibKW>a  dtoY  w»M  nl  3naaiqpi  ’tyilyW  JoO  lo  ydaqmoO  ’dllM  toO  ni 
radtoid  riblo  aid  bna  {imbnaJa  a'raay  alo  mnsiav  •  iry  £1  ai  ad  woM  .wohd  t*  yldimmA  IrranaO  adl 

a'radMid  Id  tAbaa  audT  •ynodii  lo  rail*  adguod  yh*ab  adl  no  laoy  yaof|  tidf  rri  all!  dd  tavif  ,0£  3*  iltllO 
aW“  :93<nt«inq*bfil  lo  notiaraiaea  aril  lo  abww  ibsib  »»dJ  no  yk|a«b  tmabnoq  av*d  iiom  aomA  booM 
•arO  rbdi  yd  tiawobm  ara  yadf  laiO  ;laiipa  baiaao  an*  mm  Ua  f aeb  ,Jnabiv*4laa  ad  01  adnni  aaadi  b|od 
Miiqqad  lo  liMwq  adJ  bn*  ,y3r9dll  ,olii  na  aa9d3  snarm  ladi  )ard|h  akbmailartu  litutoi  riifw  tola 


THE  RICHARDS  FAMILY 


627 


That  to  secure  these  rights,  governments  are  instituted  among  men,  deriving  their  just  powers  from  the 
consent  of  the  governed.” 

1776,  Nov.  6.  Vol.  Ill,  Pt  1,  No.  121  Rev.  War:  “The  State  of  Connecticut  to  Sundry  of  Colo  Hin- 
mans  Compy  &  Regt  -  on  Service  in  Northern  Department  1775  for  expense  their  Sickness  on  their  way 
home  &  before  they  were  discharged.”  Under  this  head  12  names  appear,  the  10th  being  “To  .Amos 
Richards’  Hiers  £7'1'8.”  This  is  the  largest  claim  in  a  total  of  £36'9'4  which  was  ordered  paid.  Two 
other  terms  of  service  at  least  are  shown  in  the  following  affidavit  and  memorial  which  he  presents  to 
the  General  Assembly. 

1778,  Jan’y  25.  Vol.  X,  No.  23,  Rev.  War:  “The  Deposition  of  Josiah  Kilburn  Jun.  of  Lawfull  age 
is  as  followcth:  Viz:  that  on  or  about  the  20th  of  July  1776  1  was  in  York  Island  in  the  Sitty  at  the  fly 
markit  Guard  and  saw  Amos  Richards  who  was  a  soldier  in  Capt.  .Mills  Company,  Colo.  Wyllys’  Reg’t 
go  with  others  to  Mount  that  Guard  and  then  Had  a  Gun  which  was  apprised  by  Capt  Mills  and  Lieut 
Richards  at  three  pounds  and  that  the  next  morning  said  Amos  came  into  campe  without  his  gun,  that 
he  said  he  had  lost  it,  that  he  was  Ordered  by  his  officer  to  hang  his  Gun  on  the  hooks  in  said  fly 
markit  when  he  came  off  from  sentry  and  that  when  he  came  for  his  gun  it  was  gone  and  he  said  he  had 
taken  grate  pains  to  find  it  and  cold  not,  and  I  went  with  him  and  took  grate  pains  to  find  it  but  never 
was  able  and  further  saith  not. 

Josiah  Kilbourn  Jr.” 

1778,  Jan’y  26.  Vol.  X,  No.24  Rev.  War:  “Upon  the  memorial  of  Amos  Richards  of  Farmington  in 
the  state  of  Connecticut,  shewing  to  this  Assembly  that  in  the  year  1775  he  was  a  soldier  in  Capt.  Mills 
Company,  Colo  Wyllys’  regiment,  at  New  York;  that  on  or  about  the  20"'  day  of  July  in  said  year  he 
was  ordered  on  guard  at  the  Fly  Market  in  said  city;  that  in  consequence  of  his  officers  orders,  acciden¬ 
tally  and  without  any  default  of  his  own,  he  lost  his  gun  appraised  at  three  pounds,  lawful  money,  which 
he  was  never  after  able  to  find;  that  in  the  year  1777  he  was  a  soldier  at  Pcekskill,  and  about  the  time  of  his 
discharge,  on  or  about  the  first  day  of  January  last,  his  cartouch  box  was  taken  from  him  and  loged  in 
the  public  stores,  and  that  being  sick  he  was  unable  to  recover  his  property,  and  praying  relief  in  the 
premises  as  per  memorial  on  file:  Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  committee  of  Pay  Table  be  directed 
to  adjust  the  account  of  the  memorialist  and  draw  on  the  Treasurer  for  such  sum  as  shall  be  found  justly 
due  in  his  favour  accordingly.” 

1780,  Mch.  23.  P  161  Andrews:  Though  not  yet  21,  but  yet  a  veteran  of  five  years  standing,  and 
yet  in  the  throes  of  war,  before  Benedict  Arnold  had  plotted  his  own  downfall  (later  in  the  year)  Amos 
Richards  takes  the  17  year  old  Lydia  Lewis  to  wife.  Probably  war  interfered  with  any  record  being 
made  at  Farmington. 

1781,  Mch.  3.  Vol.  23,  p  443  L  R:  John  and  Amos  Richards  sell  to  Capt.  John  Hinsdale,  blacksmith, 
who  continued  the  business,  for  £900,  70  acres  with  homestead  and  lands  in  New  Britain  and  Newington, 
bounded  E  on  Levi  Hurlburt  and  Eli  Andrus,  W  on  highway,  N  on  highway  and  Elijah  Hinsdale,  S  on 
highway  and  Gideon  Porter,  Elnathan  Smith,  Joseph  Smith,  Eli  Andrus. 

1781,  Aug.  1,  P  344  Do:  Amos  Richards  buys  of  Nathan  Judd,  for  £130,  one  lot  in  New  Britain  “in 
back  of  the  Dwelling  house  of  my  brother  Levi  Judd,”  of  about  1 1  acres,  bounded  W  on  highway,  N  and 
E  on  John  Richards,  S  on  Joseph  and  Elnathan  Smith.  This  plot,  apparently  on  East  street,  became  the 
home  of  the  family.  The  father’s  family  moved  presumably  during  the  summer  to  Piermont,  N.  H. 
The  sixty  years  stretch  between  this  date  and  the  next  is  almost  two  generations  long,  yet  there  is  almost 
a  complete  void  as  to  the  movements  and  the  acts  of  Amos  during  this  period.  The  sale  of  the  New 
Britain  property  with  the  early  loss  of  the  profits  thereof,  through  unpaid  loans,  would  be  a  heavy  bur¬ 
den  for  most  people  to  bear,  but  even  so  we  would  expect  some  results  or  movements  to  appear  upon 
the  public  records.  We  do  not  find  any,  however,  and  our  inference  is  that,  as  two  of  the  children  mar¬ 
ried  and  moved  to  New  York  State,  he  too  went  there  and  spent  most  of  his  time  close  to  them.  He 
returned  from  time  to  time  to  see  his  daughter  Mary  in  Simsbury  and  New  Britain  but  did  not  stay  long. 
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bite  ni  viood  otU  no  noD  cid  ^ned  o?  rrJlk}  sid  '<d  bn^biO  «fiw  ad  Serb  Ji  Uol  bsd  ad  bio*  ad 
bed  9ri  bis*  ad  bna  anoj)  «aw  li  niig  *id  vai  amaa  *d  nadw  jadj  bita  yisnat  rrvitl  bo  anisa  ad  nadvr  Jidtacn 
lavad  )ud  ti  bnd  oJ  *niaq  aJarry  dooi  hno  mid  ibiw  fnaw  1  bna  ,Jon  -bloo  boa  li  bod  oJ  tniaq  aianj  nai&t 
. -.r  Jon  ibiee  ladnJI  hna  aids  *aw. 

"  Jl^  HK'JOaJlX  HAisof,  ^  •_ 

ni  noJyiinnaH  to  abaruiji.n  eomA  to  luhomam  adt  noqll^  naW  ,vaH  M.oid  .X  .loV  ill  t^VTl  * 
ziliM  )q(0  ni  laiblo*  e  *fiw  ad  dftl  ibt/.  art}  nt  lad]  <idniae*A  tidi  ol  Jiniwad*  .tujiiaannoO  to  aial*  adl 
ad  laav  bia*  ni  xtol^'Vo  ‘<ab  '^'OC  adl  nioda  io  no  isdi  ;)hoY  wald  la  .inanti^ 

•rnbbsc  .nabio  nasrfV^  rid  to  a;>natipa*noa  iU  ladi'ix'tb  biae  id  laihaM  yR  adl  la  biaug  no  baiabio  esw 
daif^Ar  ,'<anom  luiwel  .*bnuoq  aaidi  la  b^dirKiqa  nuj  eiri  iao(  ad  /nvo  cidto  lioalab  yna  luodlha  bna  yflal 
*id  to  ami]  adl  li^oda  bna  la  ritbioi*  a  ar«  j4  TTT I  laay  adl  ni laitl  ;bnd  oi  aidaialU  tavao  uw  ad 

ni  ba^ol  bna  mid  moil  naijai  *a'«  xad  riaiioliu^  *id  .19«I  yiaURBi.  to  x>b  ind  adl  mods  io  no  ,a(iadxib 
adl  ni  laibi  gniyciri  bna  .yiraqixiq  «id  lavixm  oi  aidami  saw  ad  ilii*  gnbd  isdi  bn*  .taios*  aitduq  adl 
baiTT^t  ad  atdaT  yiR  to  aaiiimnioo  *d)  lacfl  ,yldtm?2A  «idl  yd  bavkm^l  raid  no  laiicmam  *s  tatinmq 
yiltut  bntiol  ad  (lad*  *a  mu*  dan*  \di  imuinraiT  wll  no  vnnb  bna  itUahomam  adl  to  innoaaa  adl  Mtiib*  ol 

*’.ytjptH»o»a  luova)  rid  nl  aub 

bna  .anibnai*  naay  avR  to  mnatav  a  ny  rud  ,tS  lay  khi  dytiodT  :*wyibnA  Idl  H  .U  .rbM  ,08YI 
*oniA  (laay  adl  ni  lalel)  Ilalriwob  ii  w  dfl  bailolq  twid  bkMnA  iaibana8  awRad  .law  to  laonuli  aril  nl  Jay 
Sniad  biooai  yns  diiw  bataliaini  lav  yldadoiH  .allw  oi  riwaj  aibyJ  bio  umy  T1  adl  caRaJ  *biafbil1 

.noigninnal  la  abam 

.ditmulaald  .alabviiH  ndo^  .iqaD  ol  Ih*  ibindaiil  aoinA  bna  ndo^  ifi  J  q  ,C1  JoV  .C  .ibM  ,I8TI 
.noigniwaVI  boa  nlaJh6  vvald  ni^bnat  bna  baattamod  diiw  tauaa  OT  ,OOV1  wl  jonUud  adl  boinrilnaQ  odw 
no  8  jlabxniH  daiilH  bna  yawd^id  no  'A  .yawdjtid  no  W  ,ainbnA  43  bna  nudhuH  i/aj  no  3  babnuod 

.eutbnA  il3  .diiniE  dqaaol,  jbimi  nadianlB  .lanoM  noabiD  bna  ycMntjild 

ni“  niaihS  waid  nl  lol  ano  ,0Ci^  kR  .bbul,  nsdlaid  to  cyud  «bruirbi>l  aomA  :bQ  4  ,I  ^uA  ,1BTI 
bna  A  .yawdgid  no  W  babnuod  .moa  I  i  luoda  to  **  ,bbui  ivxi  tarltoid  ym  to  actiori  (nilbwCl  adl  to  ibad 
adl  ama^  .laatl*  ]«&3  no  ytlnaiaqqa  ,)ulq  ttriT  .it}un8  nadianij  bna  rlqaco^  no  8  jbiMiaU)  ndoL  no  3 
.H  .VI  ,inomial4  ol  lammui  adl  ])nriub  yldaonnaiq  bavom  yUmid  •'ladJsl  arlT  .ylim^  adl  to  amod 
iMwnla  ri  aiadi  lay  .mnol  tnoiiaianaj)  owl  }*omla  ai  ixan  adl  boa  afob  aidl  naawiad  daiam  ausy  yixia  aifT 
woH  ^  \o  alaa  adT  Jwhaq  airii  Jtnhub  aomA  to  aiao  aili  bna  aiR'miavam  axil  oJ  aa  biov  al^mua  a 
-lod  yvead  a  ad  bluow  .anaol  biaqnu  rlgutndi  .loatadJ  tiitoiq  adl  to  atol  yiim  adl  dJiw  yiiaqoiq  nUiiifl 
ooqu  iitaqqa  ol  arnamavum  io  allntai  amot  laaqaa  btuow  aw  oi  nava  lud  .uad  ol  alqoaq  laont  kA  nab 
'lam  natbOrb  adl  to  awi  aa  jsds  ai  aanaialni  nio  tno  ,i9vawod  ,yna  bnd  ion  ob  aW  jbwoai  aUduq  adl 
at  1  madl  ta  aaob  amii  rid  to  laoni  Joaq*  bn*  nadi  inaw  ooi  ad  .aiai8  4ioY  axotd  ol  bavewn  boa  bih 
.{not  yati  ion  bib  ftid  niaihQ  wald  bna  yiudtmid  ni  yiaM  mdiuab  aid  aaa  of  amij  ol  amiJ  mod  bamulai 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


Probably  the  trips  between  the  two  places  is  where  some  of  his  phenomenal  walks  came  in.  Mrs.  Mar^ 
garet  Anderson  Bassette  feels  quite  certain  that  Amos  Richards  was  married  a  second  time  while  in 
New  York  State,  but  no  name  of  the  bride  is  recalled  and  this  is  the  only  evidence  we  have  about  it  as 
yet.  Letters  that  we  have  written  to  Lyme,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died,  were  not  answered,  hence  our  hopes  to 
get  some  fact  in  regard  to  the  circumstances  of  the  demise  there  were  shattered. 

1841,  Apl.  7.  This  is  his  82nd  birthday.  On  Oct.  14,  1883  Rev.  James  W.  Cooper  preached  a  sermon  in 
the  South  Church  of  New  Britain,  on  the  death  of  his  daughter  Mary,  in  which  he  said:  Her  father 
was  Amos  Richards,  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  and  a  man  of  great  strength,  who  is  described  as  having 
had  ‘the  agility  of  a  Zouave,  and  at  the  age  of  82  was  wont  to  walk  twentyTour  miles  in  half  a  day.”' 

1848.  GSR:  The  Richards  Genealogy  says,  “Amos  removed  to  New  Hampshire  m - and  perished 

abroad!”  The  fact  is,  however,  that  he  died  at  Lyme,  Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y.,  as  stated  by  Andrews,  and 
as  is  evidenced  by  the  monument  over  his  grave  in  the  New  Britain  cemetery,  which  was  erected  t>y  his 
daughter  Mary  Richards  Eno.  This  monument  reads  as  follows:  “Amos  Richards  |  died  |  at  Lyme,  N.  Y.  ] 
in  the  year  1848  1  aged  89  years  j  Lydia  Lewis  i  his  wife  1  died  at  New  Britain  |  Aug.  11,  1796  i  aged  33 
years.”  A  veteran’s  flag  waves  over  the  grave  of  Amos  on  every  Decoration  Day  and  flowers,  too,  to 
keep  fresh  the  memory  of  those  who-  offered  their  lives  for  God  and  Country.  Next  to  this  monument 
on  the  north  side  is  the  stone  “erected  to  the  memory  of  Phebe  (Lewis)  Andrews,  consort  of  Dr.  John 
Andrews  who  died  Nov.  13th  1797  in  the  30  year  of  her  age.”  On  the  south  side  in  order  are  the  stones 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Lewis,  Mr.  Adonijah  Lewis,  Mrs.  Mary,  consort  of  Mr.  Adonijah  Lewis  (flat  on  the 
ground),  and  Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis. 


CHILDREN 

(all  born  in  New  Britain  parish  of  Farmington  and  of  Berlin) 


1. 

2. 

3. 


ADNA  b. - ;  m.  Anna  Douglas  .  .  ^  r  a 

He  was  baptized  on  Aug.  7,  1796,  on  day  when  his  dying  mother  joined  the  Church.  His  wife  Anna  was 

from  N.  Y.  State. 


MARY  b.  Sept.  29,  1785;  m.  June  2,  1805,  Salmon  Eno  (see  below) 


JOHN  b. - ;  m.  Mary  Britton 

He  too  was  bp.  on  Aug.  7,  1796.  close  to  the  death  bed  of  his  mother, 
learned  the  tin  making  trade  of  Seth  Lewis,  his  mother  s  brother. 


Wife  Mary  was  of  N.  Y.  State.  He 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary'  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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THE  ROWLEY  FAMILY 


HENRY  ROWLEY 

SARAH  PALMER 

b.  - 

d.  a  1632 


b. - 

m  (1)  Sarah  Palmer 
m  (2)  Oct.  17,  1633 
Wid.  Ann  Blossom 
•he  d.  1673 


1623,  Summer.  P  XXX  Hotten:  The  sailboat 
Anne  arrives  at  Plymouth,  with  Frances  PaU 
mer,  mother  of  Sarah  Palmer,  one  of  the  passen- 
gers.  Her  father  had  come  in  the  F'ortunc  two 
years  before.  Sarah  was  not  with  her  mother  so 
the  chances  are  she  was  already  the  wife  of  Henry 
Rowley  and  still  living  in  England. 

1632.  Sarah  had  not  been  at  Plymouth  in  her 
new  home  more  than  about  two  years  when  she 
died,  and  we  figure  that  she  could  not  have  been 
far  from  thirty  years  of  age.  It  is  assumed  that  she 
came  with  her  husband  and  their  three  small 
children,  the  Plymouth  records  making  no  men- 
tfon  of  her  in  life  or  death.  Absolute  proof  that 
she  was  wife  of  Henry  Rowley  is  lacking,  but  from 
her  father’s  will  and  other  circumstances  author- 
ities  concede  this  place  to  her. 

"So  fades  a  summer  cloud  away: 

So  sinks  the  gale  when  storms  are  o'er; 

So  gently  shuts  the  eye  of  day ; 

So  died  a  wave  along  the  shore.’’ 

-  From  The  Death  of  the  Virtuous. 


1630.  Vol.  II,  p  725  Mass  Gen  (1910):  Henry 
Rowley,  says  this  writer,  came  about  this  time 
from  l.cyden  to  Plymouth.  Another  thinks  that 
he  may  have  come  with  Mr.  Hatherly  in  1632  in 
the  Charles.  Still  another  says  it  is  probable 
that  Henry  Rowley  came  from  the  vicinity  of 
Shrewsbury,  Eng.,  since  the  family  name  is  com¬ 
mon  in  the  records  there;  it  is  near  the  Welsh 
border.  Some  traditions  call  the  family  Welsh, 
while  others  call  it  English.  One  authority  thinks 
he  was  one  of  the  party  of  rich  Welsh  gentlemen 
that  Gov.  Edward  Winslow  persuaded  to  come 
over  and  help  settle  his  new  town  of  Marshfield, 
near  Plymouth,  Mass.  This  is  known  as  the  Blyn- 
man  party.  It  is  probable  that  he  was  married 
when  he  came  over  and  that  his  wife  and  the  three 
children  were  with  him.  Following  is  the  first  rec¬ 
ord  concerning  him  in  Plymouth,  Massachusetts. 

1632  3,  March  25.  Vol.  I,  p9  PC:  "According 
to  an  order  in  Court  the  p’sons  heere  under  men- 
coned  were  rated  for  publick  use  by  the  Gov^  Mr. 
Will  Bradford”  who  was  one  of  a  committee  of 
eleven  named  to  take  care  of  the  matter.  Among 
these  89  tax  payers  are  the  following.  This  is  the 
first  tax  list  of  record  at  Plymouth:  "Henry 
Rowley  £00-09-00,  Widdowe  Blossome  £00-09-00, 
Will  Palmer  £01-07-00,  William  Bassett  £01-07- 
00,  Mr.  Will  Bradford  £01-16-00,  Edward  Wins- 


_ _ _  low,  Govr  £02-05-00.” 

1633.  Vol.  I,  p  1  P  C:  In  this  first  volume  of  the  Plymouth  Colony  Court  Orders  there  is  a  list  headed, 
"The  Names  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Incorporacon  of  Plymouth  in  New  England,  An:  1633.”  Under  it  arc 
recorded  sixty  eight  names.  Following  these  names  there  is  an  appended  list  of  twenty  two  names,  which 
means  probably  that  they  were  admitted  to  the  franchise  afterward.  Henry  Rowley  is  enrolled  among 
these  twenty  two.  The  record  below  is  taken  from  Vol.  VIII.  It  probably  represents  another  list  started 
in  1633  and  classified  by  towns,  names  being  added  thereto  during  the  next  few  years.  This  would  account 
for  Henry  Rowley  being  on  the  three  lists,  the  system  not  providing  for  the  correction  of  earlier  lists  as 
freemen  moved  from  one  town  to  another. 


1633.  Vol.  VIII,  pp  4-8  P  C:  Under  the  title  "Freemen  of  Scituate”  Henry  Rowley  is  12th  in  list  of  33 
names.  Also  under  "Freemen  of  Barnstable,”  Henry  Rowley  is  10th  in  list  of  22  names.  This  latter 
record  of  course  was  entered  at  least  five  years  later  than  1633,  while  the  first  one  dates  properly  as  of 
Jan’y  1,  1634/5  as  shown  below. 

1633,  Oct.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  27  P  C:  "Henry  Rowly  maried  Anna,  the  late  wife  of  Tho:  Blossome,  the  17  of 
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^cmsH  :(Ot94mOttfiM  q.Il  .loV  .0€d( 
9fnit  «iiJ  lutxJft  >rrwd  ctr(]  e)<M  ,'<9l'«o>I 

jsrii  ziniilJ  tviJonA  jlmonr<tS  os  n'jbyaJ  moil 
ni  rtdl  ni  yhvfSBH  .iM  ilstw  amm  avsff  y»m  ari 
aidAdoK;  «  Si  SXS8  laHSons  IFisE  .tilibO  arts 
lo  yJiniair  ads  moTi^  amca  Yal’j«ro[>I  'firraH  Juris 
-OKTi'ai  amsn  yfirruBl  ads  aanu  ,.303  ,'(Utd«wnrt3 
d?bW  arts  lean  d  si  ;andS  ^bioaat  adS  ni  nom 
.rlda'^'yiims)  ads  U&a  2noislbeiS  amp2  .laLiod 
ziiiiftj  yftiodsufi  anO  .ridi^nS  Si  Uea  nartso  aflriw 
natnalsnas  ddaW  dah  lo  /Sisq  v(j  lo  ario  mw 
amoa  os  bobfiunar]  wolcaiW  b-u>‘jir(>3  .voO  Jtds 
.bbilrk'xM  lo  nwoJ  ww  dd  aistaa  ihH  bns  lavo 
'rr<ifl  ads  te  nwoni  «i  etriT  .rfsuora^  isan 
baiiiitm  mw  ad  lads  aidndenq  d  si  .ynoq  rum 
aaarls  ads  bns  ali'^  aid  jeils  tnn  tjvo  anuo  ad  mdw 
’■xn  J<id  arts  d  i|niv/«ifo3  .mid  rlsr#  aiaw  imblirb 
.«SSa<udaiuttM  .dsiKMtr/tn  rti  miri  };;nintaonoa  bio 

tniinmoA  ”  :D  «t  9  q  ,1  .loV  .?£  fteutd  ,f^  £tdl 
•nam  laboii  aiaad  «Kvr'q  ads  siuoD  ni  labw  tt«  os 
.1I/  ‘voO  ads  yd  a«i  }l adduq  lol  balm  aww  banoa 
lo  aassunmoa  a  lo  ano  iM'^r  odw  ’^ttoliaaiH  KiW 
SnomA  .'lasism  adt  lo  aiua  aiss  cu  baman  navab 
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October,  1633.”  In  March  of  this  year,  as  shown  in  previous  item,  ‘‘Widdowe  Blossome”  was  taxed  at 
Plymouth.  She  was  the  widow  of  Deacon  Thomas  Blossom  and  evidently  a  woman  of  character.  They 
left  at  least  one  son  Peter  Blossom.  No  record  exists  of  her  death  hence  we  do  not  know  how  long  they 
enjoyed  life  together. 

1633/4,  March  27.  P  62  Do:  The  second  tax  list  of  Plymouth  contains  eighty  one  names.  The  tax  was 
“to  be  brought  in  by  each  p’son  as  they  are  heerunder  written,  rated  in  come  at  vjss  p  bushell,  at  or  before 
the  last  of  Novbr  next  ensuing,  to  such  place  as  shall  be  hcerafter  appointed  to  receive  same;  and  for  de¬ 
fault  heerof,  the  value  is  doubled.”  Among  those  assessed  are:  “Will  Palmer  £00'18'00,  William  Bassett 
£01-07-00,  Henry  Rowley  £00-18-00,  Capt.  Myles  Standish  £00-18-00.” 

1634/5,  Jan’y  1.  P  74  Do:  "James  Cudworth,  Samuel  House,  William  Pallmer,  Junior,  John  Holm.es, 
William  Hoskins,  John  Cooper,  Henry  Rowley,  wer  admitted  into  the  frecdome  of  the  Colonie.”  Of  these 
1,  2,  6  and  7  were  founders  of  Scituate  and  were  already  on  the  ground  there. 

1634  5  Jan’y  18.  P  393  P  of  M:  Henry  and  Anne  Rowley  join  the  first  church  of  Scituate,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  being  charter  members,  the  Rev.  John  Lathrop,  the  first  pastor  there,  having  removed  to  this  place 
the  preceding  year.  This  town  is  finely  situated  on  the  North  River  and  on  Massachusetts  Bay.  Samuel 
Woodworth,  the  author  of  “The  Old  Oaken  Bucket”  was  born  here. 

“As  fancy  reverts  to  my  father’s  plantation. 

And  sighs  for  the  bucket  which  hangs  in  the  well  - 
The  old  oaken  bucket,  the  iron-bound  bucket. 

The  moss-covered  bucket  which  hangs  in  the  w'ell.” 


1636/7,  March  7.  Vol.  1,  p  105  P  C:  “The  Names  of  the  Freemen”  of  Plymouth  are  here  given  a  second 
time,  there  being  now  123  names.  Among  them  are:  “Henry  Rowley,  Willm  Basset,  William  Palmer, 


dead.” 

1637/8,  jean’y  1.  P  136  Do:  “Whereas  certaine  freemen  of  Scituate  viz.,  Henry  Rowley,”  among 

fifteen  others,  “have  complavned  that  they  have  such  smale  proporcons  of  lands  there  allotted  them  that 

they  cannot  subsist  upon  them”  ....  the  Court  grants  them  “all  that  upland  &  neck  of  land  lying 
betweene  the  North  &  South  Rivers”  .... 


1638/  9,  Jan’y  22,  P  393  P  of  M:  Both  Henry  and  Anne  move  with  Rev.  John  Lathrop  to  the  new  settle¬ 
ment  of  Seppekame,  later  Barnstable,  Mass.  This  was  in  the  same  year  that  Harvard  College  was  founded 
and  named  in  honor  of  Rev.  John  Harvard  who  left  to  it  his  library  of  over  300  volumes  and  $3,895.  Its 
avowed  object  was  “  the  education  of  the  English  and  Indian  youth  in  knowlidge  and  godliness.  1  oday 
it  stands  as  the  oldest,  richest,  and  best  equipped  of  the  institutions  of  learning  in  the  United  States. 

1638  '9,  Jan’y  22.  Vol.  1,  p  182  P  C:  “A  graunt  of  a  plantacon  called  Seppekann,  and  the  lands  there¬ 
abouts,  for  the  seatinge  of  a  towneship  for  a  congregation  there  is  made  unto  Mr.  Thomas  Bcsbeech,  Henry 
Rowley  ”  and  six  others,  “as  committees  to  dispose  of  such  lands  lying  thereabouts  as  shalbe  lirnmitted 
and  bounded  unto  them  reserveing  a  p’cell  of  300  or  400  acrees  for  a  famie,  or  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  gov- 
erment  here  shall  thinke  meete.” 


In  1916,  at  Barnstable,  in  celebration  of  the  tercentenary  of  the  founding  of  a  Congregational  Church  at 
Southwork,  London,  which  after  imprisonment  and  much  tribulation  in  England,  came  to  America  under 
the  lead  of  their  pastor.  Rev.  John  Lathrop,  this  memorial  tablet  was  set  up:  “1639  ,  At  This  Rock  ■  Now 
in  Fragments  |  Tradition  Reports  That  The  Settlers  of  Barnstable  1  Received  the  Sacremen  for  the 
First  1  Time  1  In  Their  New  Abode  !  And  Held  Their  First  Town  Meeting  i  This  Tablet  to  Their  Memory  | 

Was  Set  Up  In  1  1916.” 

1640  T  Mch.  2.  Vol.  II,  p  8  P  C:  “At  a  Gen’rall  Court  of  our  Sou’raigne  the  Kinge  held  at  Plymouth,” 
Henry  Rowley  was  elected  Constable  for  Barnestable.  Seven  men  were  appointed  for  seven  towns;  and 
Henry  Row'ley  was  “sworne”  again  on  June  1,  1641  for  the  same  office. 
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1641,  Dec.  7.  P  33  Do:  “Henry  Rowley,  of  Barncstable,  plantr,  acknooledgeth  to  owe  the  Kingc,  £cc, 


£10.” 

1643,  August.  Vol.  VIII,  p  193  P  C:  “The  Names  of  all  the  Males  that  are  able  to  beare  Amies  from 
xvj  Yeares  old  to  60  Yeares,  wthin  the  sevrall  Towne  shipps.”  Under  this  head,  under  Barnstable,  there 
are  61  names,  Henry  Rowley  being  the  fifteenth. 

1643,  Aug.  29.  Vol.  II,  p  85  P  C;  Henry  Rowley  represents  Barnstable  at  the  General  Court  at  Ply¬ 
mouth,  Henry  Bourne  being  the  other  member  for  Barnstable.  They  were  then  called  “Committees  of  the 
sev’rali  Townes.”  Rowley’s  brother-in-law  William  Palmer  was  also  there  from  Yamiouth,  and  William 
Bassett  served  at  same  time  from  Duxborrow. 

1646,  June  2.  P  137  Do:  Henry  Rowley  is  named  one  of  the  “Surveyors  of  theheighwayes”  for  Barne- 
stable.  Also  again  on  June  1 ,  1647  and  on  June  7,  1653. 

1649,  June  7.  P  195  Do:  “Wee  whose  names  are  heer  underwritten  doe  give  testimony  yt  whereas 
William  Gillson,  late  of  Seteaat,  desseascd,  in  his  lifetime  did  require  earnestly  of  the  townesmen  afore¬ 
said  severall  p’cells  of  land,”  the  reason  being,  “yt  hee  had  brought  over  with  him  into  New  England  two 
of  his  sisters  children  from  thaire  parrents  and  was  bound  in  conscience  both  to  take  care  &  to  p  vide  for 
them  as  if  they  weer  his  owne;  and  we  conceave  yt  the  land  was  graunted  unto  him  according  unto  his 


desire  in  yt  behalfe.” 


(Signed,  among  four)  Henery  Rowly 


1650,  June  6.  Vol.  VII,  p  37  P  C:  The  jury  held  at  New  Plymouth  this  day  disposed  of  five  cases  of 
damages.  Henry  Rowley  was  one  of  the  twelve  jurymen.  One  report  says  that  he  removed  in  this  year  of 
1650  lo  West  Barnstable,  his  son-in-law  Peter  Blossom  accompanying  him. 

1658.  Vol.  VI 1 1,  p  200  PC:  Here  is  a  list  of  “  Freemen  in  Barnstable”  taken  about  this  year.  Henery  Row- 
ley  is  eighth  in  the  list  of  42  freemen.  1  n  another  list,  p  1 77,  Henry  Rowley  is  7th  in  a  freeman  s  list  of  22  men. 

1668,  Oct.  22.  \'ol.  V,  p  4  P  C:  “The  Verdict  of  the  Corroners  Inquest  conserning  the  Death  of  Isacke 
Robinson,  Jun‘h  late  of  Barnestable  lately  decased  suddenly  att  Sacconessett.”  The  Jury  of  twelve  men, 
of  which  Henery  Rowley  was  one,  agreed  “that  the  meancs  of  his  death  was  by  goeing  into  the  pond  to 
fetch  two  geese;  the  pond  being  full  of  wcedey  grasse,  which  wee  conceive  to  bee  the  instrumental!  cause  of 
his  death,  by  being  intangled  therin.” 

1670,  May  29.  P  203  Do:  “An  exact  List  of  all  the  Names  of  the  Freem.en  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  New 
Plymouth.”  Henery  Rowley  is  ninth  in  the  list  of  Barnstable  freemen  which  numbers  43.  This  is  our  last 
public  reference  to  him  aside  from  the  probate.  He  left  no  will,  and  the  inventory  of  a  single  item  as  below 
indicates  that  he  had  given  all  other  property  to  the  children  before  death. 

1673,  July.  Vol.  Ill,  Part  I,  p  93  P  Ct,  Plymouth:  “A  true  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Henery  Rowley 
of  Saconeesett  deceased  exhibited  to  the  Court  held  att  Plymouth  in  July  1673  on  the  oath  of  Majer 
Rowley  as  followeth : 

“Item  a  debt  of  twenty  nine  pounds  due  from  Jonathan  Hatch  29  ’*'  =  00  upon  the  Repurchase  of  a 
P’rsell  of  land  which  the  said  Hatch  sold  to  the  said  Henery  Rowley  with  that  limitation  provided.  ’ 

This  is  about  the  shortest  probate  in  our  book.  Jonathan  Hatch  was  a  son-in-law:  but  who  was  ‘  Majer 
Rowley”?  If  it  was  son  Moses,  as  presumably  it  was,  it  is  the  only  reference  to  him  as  “major”  that  we 
have.  Henry  Rowley  had  attained  an  age,  w'e  should  judge,  of  approximately  seventy. 


CHILDREN 

(all  born  probably  in  England) 

1.  SARAH  b. - :  m.  Apl.  11,  1646,  Jonathan  Hatch;  she  d.  he  d.  Dec.,  1710,  s  84 

They  lived  in  Barnstable  and  Falmouth. 

2.  MOSES  b.  bef.  1630;  m.  Apl.  22,  1652,  Elizabeth  Fuller  (see  below) 

3.  JOSEPH  b. - .  He  was  living  in  Barnstable  in  1655.  He  is  said  to  have  gone  to  Barbadoes. 


»  ’  m'-''  \ 

■ - >  “T 

ltd  YJIMAHYajWOH3HT 

^  -t<  .  .  1'  *  ^  '  c 

.035  .ogniX  vii  owoo)  ri)osb9loon;loa  .uualq  ,old6}«9oi68  \o  .yolwofl  x^noH**  roQ  It  ^  .T  .osQrtlMl 

moil  «nnA  *inod  OJ  oldc  ns  JcHi  odJ  Ha lo  «!>msV1  sdT**  ;D  *1  C^C  q  .IllV  .loV  .)eu)|uA  «C>dJ 
oiadj  .oidetemca  i»hnu  .basd  «di  »baU  **<aqqirU  vr«roT  Usivoi  ^dj  atiiiw  ,«n£»Y  Od  ol  bio  asisoY  tvx 

ods  9ftbd  ^oIvtoX  x'^noH  .omsa  Id  ou 

-yW  }K  nuoD  IbtwoO  odJ  J*  oIdKicmaO  eJnsioiqn  yolwoA  ’fmoH  lO  *1  ^  q  41- JoV  .€£  ^uA  *{>dl 
od)  >o  29o7iinicnoD‘*  bolio  nod)  oir*  yaifT  .oIdr.i»rui8  loil  ladmom  todio  odi  snbd  actwoS  yvisH  .dJuom 
maUiiW  .riniormcY  moil  mdi  ods  utw  nmUt^i  nuuUiW  w«l^-ivixnd  t'yaiwoil  ".onwoT  Ibn’vst 
t  .wonodxuO  mcnl  smh  amu  1r  bam«  itousB 

»  .r-  - 

'00108  idl  '*fc>yfiwrisbri adj lo  aioyavniS"  ad) lo atio  bamon  ei  yalwoA  ymaH  :oQ  Ttl  9  .£  anut  .dN)l 

•Ctdl  anut  no  boo  T^I  J  a(iu|,  no  nUqto  oelA  .aldatSf 
zasiadw  )y  ynomi)3a)  avij  aob  noJ)h4rtabnu  laari  aio  tarnsn  atod«f  oaW*  :oQ  i(?I  *\  .T  amiL  .9^d( 
'aioU  naneanwo)  ad)  lo  ybaaniea  aiiupai  bib  amiialil  lid  ni  .bMNoiaab  *)M9fa^  >q  a)oJ  .netltiO  msitfiV/ 
ow)  bnolsioB  waVl  ofni  mid  rbiw  isvo  id^uoid  brui  aad  r<‘*  .^bd  noaoen  id)  **,bit«J  to  oUao’q  (Imvaa  bist 
loi)  ablv'q  o)  >5  nso  ado)  o)  d}od  ojdvbtnoo  ni  bnuod  tsr*f  boo  einaiioq  aibii)  moil  naibllda  naicit  cid3o 
2id  oihu  yitb'uo./B  rnid  oinu  bainuoig  ttw  bnol  ad)  )y  avnonoo  r»  brai  :anwo  ^id  laaw  yadf  li  is  mad) 

*'  ,  *'.alladad  Jy  ni  niiab 

yj/^o8  YsaMjH  (iiKd  jjnoms  ,tmq|i^ 

lo  aataa  avft  lo  banKfdb  ysb  ekli  ibuotnylH  wald  )6  bbd  yiut  adT  :0  8  T£  q  ,11 V  .loV  ano^  ,02dl 
lo  isay  lid)  ni  bavomai  ad  lod)  eysi  rii>qai  anO  .namyiut  avbw)  ad)lo  ano  aow  yaJ^jmX  yinaH  .lai^smsb 
^  .mid  yiiynoqinco^o  rnoiaolfl  raja^l  wBbfd'nos  ud  .aldcimi^  naW  of  OidI 

'wo^yian^f  .ioayaidnuodRiia4s)^afciitnaui8ainarmail'*lo)tUsil  aiafl  :D80Qrq,lIIV  JoV  .Wdl 
.mm Ct  lo ')dl  i‘nmwail8nirt)teiyaIwo8  yvraH  .TTI  q,)iUi3dionsnI  ucmmil  £l> lo xU ad) nl d)rlgb d ya( 

aiasil  lo d)*aQ  ad)  ydrrmfwo  Xaupnl  manonoD  art)  lo  JalbtaV adT"  :D  *1  f  q  ,V  .loV  .£S  .)aO  ,8ddl 
.mm  avtaw)  lo  yiii(,  adT  ".fJvwjiiooatS  Wi  ylnvbbot  bstsasb  yfartl  alds)«am{r8\o  atd  .’'not  ,noinkio8 
ol  bnoq  adi  oinl  yd  tsw  djnab  mH  lo  lansam  ad)  isdi"  baai^  ,afio  wrw  yalwoX  yrafiaH  daWw lo 
lo  aeusa  U&)namm)«ni  ad)  aad  oi  ;i'/i9fano:i  aa«  datdw  .  jmsis  yabaaw  lo  Ihd  |niad  bnoq  ad)  :aeaag  ow)  dan^ 

".nhadi  balinsini  ^nbd  yd  .disab  aid 

wald  V)  noiiaibihut  ad)  V>  nanmi^  ad)  >o  •aitif.’/i  art)  Ks  lo  iiU  lasxa  nA"  ;oC]  tO£  S  .W  ysM  ,OTdl  * 
ftsl  1UO  ai  dffr  .€^  mdnuin  dai/Wr  nxnaodi  aldnioititfl  ^o  nW  ad)  nl  d)nm  al  yalwoX  yianaH  ".HnjornyHl 
wohd  ifi  mall  alyiii  slo  yioinavni  ad)  bns  on  )lal  aH  .asodoiq  ad)  moil  abNs  mid  o)  aaimalai  aliduq 
'  .disab  aidad  naitdifh  ad)  of  yxaqoiq  tidio  lU  imi)  bad  ad  )sd)  catsalbftt 

vafwoii  yianaH  lo  arfrJi8  adi  lo  vioinaYal  aird  A"  dJoomyi*!  40  'I  CP  q  ,I  xs^  ,111  JoV  .ylot  ,CTdI 
laisM  lo  rlioo  ad)  no  CTdl  yiut  dJuomyKI  xa  btad  nwO  adi  ol  batkfifbn  tnuaoob  iiaaaanoaoS  lo 
*  **  ;d)awoIidl  la  yalwoX 

a  lo  aasdmuqa^  ad)  noqti  00«^  Pt  rbxH  ittitiuiot  moil  aub  abnuoq  anhi  y)nawi  lo  idab  a  mall" 
".babfvoaq  noilalimil  lad)  diiw  yalwoJI  yianafi  bis»  ad)  o)  bloa  daisH  biat  ad)  rbldw  bnsl  lo  ilin'S 
latoM"  isw  odw  lud  :wsI'ni-not  a  isw  d'JisH  asibsiiot  4pod  lOo  ni  aiodoiq  icanodi  ad)  foods  d  ddT 
aw  isd)  "louun"  is  mid  o)  aonanlai  yino  ad)  d  d  ii  yldsnuimq  as  AoioM  not  uw  )i  11  r'yalwoX 
^  .ylnavas  ybiemlioiqqslo  ,^|bot  bfooiii  vh  ns  banisiis  bsd  yalwoX  ytnaH  .avsd 

«•  .  •  * 

HaXOJiHO 

(tinalanS  ni  yltf>i)g*q  ined 

ibf  .  3*0 -barf  4»aili:<bMHiw<taan«<,4bbf  .11  1*^  4n: -  dHAilAZ  .1 

^  .rfiwomUl  Lna  ni  bavU  ^wfT 

(wshd  Ml)  nllwq  itHdiailii  4£..lqA  m  .OTdl  M  ji  l320tA  i 
•Mbarfiifl  ot  MHia  mmI  ol  bin*  tt  iH  .Cttl  ni  alrfiinnfl  ni  anlvU  ttw  aH  M  H*l3aOt 


I 


632 


BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


MOSES  ROWLEY  b.  bet.  lOiU 

ELIZABETH  FULLER  m.  April  22,  1652 
^  _  d.  a  May,  1705 

d.  after  1715  ^  ^ 

1652.  Apl.  22.  Vol.  Vlll,  p47  PC;  The  wed¬ 
ding  day  of  Elizabeth  and  Moses  at  home  in 
Barnstable  constitutes  the  first  mention  we  have 
of  her  in  Colonial  history.  We  do  not  know  when 
or  where  she  was  born  nor  even  whether  this  im¬ 
portant  event  occurred  in  England  or  in  America. 
Most  of  her  young  days,  however,  were  spent  in 
Plymouth,  Massachusetts.  Her  father  did  not 
move  to  Barnstable  until  about  1650. 

1678,  July  25.  Vol.  Ill,  pt  2,  p  128  P  Ct,  Ply¬ 
mouth;  Capt.  Matthew  Fuller,  Elizabeth’s 
father,  remembers  her  and  her  daughter  in  his 
will  this  way;  ‘‘Item  1  Give  and  bequeath  unto 
my  daughter  Elizabeth  Rowley  the  wife  of  Moses 
Rowley  ten  pounds  in  mony.  Item  I  Give  and 
bequeath  unto  Sarah  Rowley  the  Daughter  of 
Moses  Rowley  all  my  sheep.” 

1688,  May  21.  Vol.  I,  p  52  T  V;  This  record 
showing  Moses  Rowley  a  townsman  is  the  earliest 
Haddam,  Ct.,  date  to  reveal  their  removal  thither. 
That  Elizabeth  was  opposed  to  this  removal  is 
shown  by  her  deed  of  1714  which  follows. 

1700,  Aug.  15.  Vol.  I,  p  19  L  R,  East  Haddam; 
“Moses  Rowley  Sen’r  especially  considering  his 
debillitie  of  body,”  and  his  son  Matthew’s  under¬ 
taking  to  be  helpful  during  his  father’s  natural 
life,  gives  to  Matthew  one  half  of  a  60-acrc  allot¬ 
ment  provided  “that  if  ye  sd  Matthew  Rowley’s 
Mother  and  sister  Sarah  should  happen  to  outlife 
his  sd  flfather  yt  then  ye  sd  Matthew  is  hereby 

bound  to  be  helpful  in  their  maintenance”  .  .  . 

1704,  Aug.  16.  Moses  Rowley,  her  husband, 
makes  will  giving  all  real  estate  to  sons  Moses  & 
Matthew  and  all  moveables,  "without  door  and 
in  ”  to  daughter  Mehitable  Fuller  and  her  hus¬ 
band  John  Fuller.  Then  he  says,  “  I  do  repose  my 
trust,  next  unto  God,  upon  these  my  two  sons 
Moses  Rowley  and  John  Fuller  for  what  1  shall 
and  for  what  my  wife  shall  stand  in  need  of  be¬ 
tween  this  and  the  grave. 

1714,  May  30.  Vol.  I,  p  553  L  R,  East  Haddam; 
“To  all  Christian  people  to  whom  these  presents 
shall  come  I  Elizabeth  Rowley  widow  &  Relique 


1630.  \’ol.  II,  p  726  Mass.  Gen  (1910);  Moses 
Rowley  was  in  all  probably  born  in  England  and 
was  hardly  old  enough  to  walk  when  his  parents 
brought  him  to  Plymouth.  Then  within  a  year  or 
two  his  mother  died,  and  though  his  father  quickly 
secured  another  mother,  he  touched  the  heart  of 
his  grandfather  William  Palmer  of  Duxbury,  who 
remembered  him  in  loving  terms  in  his  will,  as  per 
the  next  item. 

1637,  Nov.  7.  Vol.  I,  pt  1,  p  29  P  Ct,  Plymouth; 
William  Palmer  sen’r  in  his  will  says,  “Then  I 
would  have  myne  Executors  as  in  conscience  they 
are  p’rswaded  out  of  the  remaynder  of  my  estate 
deale  with  Rebecca  my  Grandchild  and  Moyses 
Rowly  whom  I  love,  but  not  so  as  to  put  it  into 
their  father’s  or  mother’s  hands  but  prserve  it  for 
them  till  they  come  to  years  of  Discretion;  also 
I  would  have  young  Rowly  to  be  placed  with  Mr. 
Partridg  that  he  might  be  brought  up  in  the  feare 
of  God,  and  to  that  end  if  his  father  suffer  it  I  give 
Mr.  Partridg  five  pounds.”  Mr.  Partridge  was  the 
first  minister  of  Duxbury.  Whether  or  not  Moses 
lived  in  Duxbury  in  his  youth  to  get  the  full 
benefit  of  this  provision  history  is  silent. 

1652,  Apl.  22.  Vol.  VIII,  p  47  P  C;  “Moses 
Rowley  and  Elizabeth  Fuller  marryed  the  22cond 
of  Aprill,  1652.”  Elizabeth  was  daughter  of  Dr. 
Matthew  Fuller,  Surgeon  General  of  Plymouth 
Colony,  and  the  knot  was  tied  at  Barnstable, 
Mass.,  where  both  families  were  living  at  the  time. 
Eleven  children,  all  born  at  Barnstable,  blessed 
their  union.  After  living  here  for  nearly  30  years 
the  family  moved  to  Falmouth,  Mass.,  and  then, 
after  approximately  eight  years  more,  to  Haddam, 
Connecticut.  In  each  one  of  these  places  Moses 
Rowley  was  a  worker  and  a  good  provider  and  in 
addition  served  his  town  and  colony  faithfully 
whether  as  constable,  townsman,  juryman  or 
deputy  to  the  General  Court.  He  lived  to  a  good 
old  age  of  above  75  while  wife  Elizabeth  outlived 
him  by  at  least  ten  years. 

l653  '4,Mch.7.  Vol.  Ill,  p 43  P C;  “In respect 
of  a  will  extant  of  William  Palmer  of  Plymouth 
deceased  the  executor  of  the  said  will  doe  allow 
unto  Moses  Rowley  of  Barnstable  a  cow  to  be 
vallued  for  the  prise  thereof  as  Mr.  Thomas 
Prence  and  the  said  Moses  Rowley  shall  agree  and 
what  they  agree  upon  about  the  prise  of  the  said 
cow  to  be  entered  into  the  Court  Records.” 
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to  Moses  Rowley  late  of  haddoni  on  the  east  side 
in  ye  County  of  Hartford  in  hurniajesties  Col- 
loney  of  Conectecut  In  New  England  deceased 
sendeth  greetting  whearas  upon  our  coming  from 
falmouth  in  the  county  of  barnstable  in  ye  prov¬ 
ince  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  aforesd  New 
England,  my  Late  husband  made  a  convayance 
of  his  Lands  he  was  possessed  off  in  folmoth 
aforesd  unto  Thomas  parker  and  Joseph  parker 
of  sd  falmoth  which  convayance  was  utterly 
against  my  consent  I  haveing  thearfore  Resarved 
my  Right  of  dowry  or  thirds  thearin  as  the  Law 
allows  and  more  over  whearas  what  was  left  me 
for  my  maintainance  by  my  sd  husband  at  his 
decease  in  haddom  w'as  by  Reson  of  ye  frowns  of 
providence,  but  littel  in  so  much  that  I  have  bin 
fain  to  Rely  my  selfe  upon  there  kindness  of  my 
sons  Moses  Rowley  and  John  fuller  of  abovesd 
haddom  which  nesecitates  me  to  Look  out  for  my 
due  either  for  my  own  present  Relief,  or  to  Retal- 
liate  these  that  have  Candare  doing  for  me  or 
both;  Thearfore  know  ye  and  all  men  &c  that  I 
the  sd  Elizabeth  Rowle  for  the  Resons  above  men¬ 
tioned  as  allso  for  and  in  consideration  of  Love 
good  will  and  affection  which  1  have  and  doe  bare 
to  my  sd  sons  Moses  Rowley  and  John  ffuller 
aforesd,  have  given  and  grantted  and  by  these 
presents  doe  freely  clearly  and  absolutely  give 
and  grant  unto  the  sd  Moses  Rowley  and  John 
fuller  Jointly  In  equall  proportion  to  them  their 
heirs  executors  and  administrators  all  my  Right 
of  dowry  and  power  of  thirds  which  Is  my  just 
due  from  the  lands  my  husband  convayed  away 
as  aforesd  as  allso  whatsoever  hereafter  may  be 
due  from  the  same.  To  Have  and  to  hold  all  the 
said  Right  of  dowry  all  ready  due  and  what  hear- 
after  may  be  due  to  them  the  sd  Moses  Rowley 
&  John  fuller  their  heirs  executors  and  adminis¬ 
trators  as  their  proper  estate  without  any  condi¬ 
tion.  In  witness  whearof  I  have  hearunto  sett  my 
hand  and  scale  this  thirtieth  day  of  May  one  thou¬ 
sand  seaven  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Elizabeth  X  Rowley” 

Witness;  Thomas  Gates 
William  Lord 

1714/15,  Mch.  7.  Vol.  IX,  p  33  P  Ct,  Hartford; 
Elizabeth  Rowley  draws  £26-16-11  from  the 
estate  of  her  son  Shubael  Rowley  of  Colchester, 
Ct.  So  far  as  we  know  this  is  the  last  mention  of 


1657.  Vol.  VMII,  p  179  P  C;  “The  names  of 
such  as  have  taken  the  Oath  of  Fidelitie  of  the 
Townc  of  Barnstable  in  the  yeare  1657.”  In  a 
list  of  twenty  seven  names  under  this  heading, 
Moses  Rowley  is  third. 

1658,  June  10.  PI  Do;  “Moses  Rowley  and 
Robert  Parker  fined  each  03s;  04d  for  striking 
each  other.” 

1662,  June  3.  V'ol.  IV,  p  14  P  C;  At  General 
Court  held  at  Plymouth,  Moses  Rowley  and 
Thomas  Lewis  were  elected  “Surveyors  of  High- 
waics”  for  Barnstable. 

1663,  May  9.  Vol.  VI,  p  95  N  E  1 1  &  G;  Moses 
Rowley  is  an  appraiser  of  the  estate  of  Thomas 
Burman  of  Barnstable. 

1673,  June  3.  Vol.  V,  p  81  P  G;  Twenty  four 
freemen  are  named  for  “The  Grand  Enquest”  of 
Plymouth  Golony.  .Moses  Rowley  is  one  of  these 
while  Nathaniel  Bassett  and  William  Palmer  are 
also  among  the  twenty  four. 

1673,  July.  “Majer  Rowley”  presents  the  in¬ 
ventory  of  his  father’s  estate  to  the  Court  at  Ply¬ 
mouth.  This  must  refer  to  Moses  Rowley  since 
he  was  the  only  son  at  home.  We  know  of  no 
other  reference  to  him  as  .Major  and  hence  do  not 
claim  the  title. 

1677,  July  23.  P  18  Falmouth  History  (1889); 
“There  was  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Suc- 
canesset  and  the  proprietors  of  the  lands,  when  it 
was  agreed  the  lands  at  Wood’s  Hole,  Little 
Harbor,  should  be  laid  out  equally  to  every  pur¬ 
chaser  according  to  his  proportion  beginning  at 
the  south  end  of  the  Little  Neck  and  running 
west  by  north  to  the  Great  Harbor.”  Parallel 
to  this  strip  were  twelve  others,  averaging  about 
seven  rods  in  width  and  were  numbered  from  1  to 
13  and  assigned  to  13  persons  of  whom  Moses 
Rowley  Sen’r  was  third.  Falmouth  is  on  Buz¬ 
zards  Bay,  a  jump  of  some  twenty  miles  from 
Barnstable  which  is  on  Cape  Cod  Bay.  At  Fal¬ 
mouth  the  Rowleys  make  their  home  for  the  next 
eleven  years  at  least  when  some  impelling  cause 
prompted  the  move  to  East  Haddam,  Ct. 

1678,  July  25.  Vol.  Ill,  pt  2,  p  127  P  Ct, 
Plymouth;  Father  in  law',  Capt.  Matthew  Fuller 
of  Barnstable,  Mass.,  remembers  Moses  in  his 
will  in  these  words;  “Item  I  Give  to  Ralph 
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Elizabeth  Rowley  in  the  public  records  or  on  any 
extant  record.  At  this  time  she  was  from  80  to  85 
years  old.  One  writer  says  she  died  either  in  East 
Haddam  or  in  Colchester. 


Jones,  Samuell  ffullcr  Junr  and  Moses  Rowley 
Senr  my  sords  and  also  five  shillings  a  peece  in 
mony.” 

1679,  June  3.  Vol.  VI,  p  6  P  C:  Moses  Rowley 
is  again  on  **The  Grand  Enquest  of  Plymouth 

Colony  sworne  at  this  Court.”  Twenty  six  men  were  on  this  jury  panel. 

1681  luly  13.  P  428  Barnstable  Co  Hist;  Annals  of  Falmouth:  It  was  “ordered  by  the  Court  and 
grantei  that  the  people  and  Society  of  Saconesset  do  set  apart  about  30  acres  of  upland  .  ..  ^  for  the 

rcouragement  of  such  fit  person  ....  as  may  be  helpful  to  them  in  teachmg  the  good  word  o^ 

amonest  them  ”  Liberty  was  granted  at  this  time  to  Moses  Rowley  Sr.,  Thomas  Creppan  Sr.,  et  al,  to 
mTc  uTla^Td'in  Ac  eitern  section  of  the  Township.  One  terort  makes  .Moses  Rowley  a  constable  at 

Falmouth  in  1681,  though  the  town  was  not  named  Falmouth  till  1686.  i 

The  next  item  we  find  in  Connecticut.  One  strong  reason  was  the  contemplated  and  ultunate  removal 
thither  of  sons  Moses,  Shubael  and  Matthew,  yet  this  was  not  enough  apparently  to  win  the  aPProval  of 
■f^  Fli-abeth  It  took  Strong  reasons  to  make  such  move  into  a  new  wilderness  at  an  age  of  above  58 
V  rs  Some  wri«  deed  at  Haddan,  of  .May  3,  1692  as  the  land  w^ich  Moses  RoMey  senT 

first  housht  in  this  new  town.  Since  this  deed,  however,  clearly  specifies  Moses  Rowley  Junior,  the  writer 
fs  of  the  firm  opinion  that  the  following  deed  of  1683  reptesents  the  firsT  purchase  of  Moses  ^ 

at  Haddam  This  harmonices,  too,  with  Moses  Rowley  Juifr  taking  the  freeman  s  oath  at  o" 

lune  24  1690  though  it  mav  mean  that  Moses  Senior  went  back  to  Falmouth  for  a  season  and  in  1692 

wrelec«d  to’ represent  the  'town  at  the  General  Court  at  Plymouth.  We  have  taken  the  v.™-,  however 
v.as  eiccicQ  1-  General  Court  from  Falmouth.  As  it  is,  it  woulo  appear  that 

MoLs  Senbr  took  sons  Shubael  and  Mathew  and  moved  to  Haddam  in  the  spring  of  1688.  Son  Moses 

came  probably  in  1692  when  his  first  purchase  there  cappears.  ^  o  „  r 

I6fi8  AdI  17  Vol  1  p69LR,  Haddam:  “Know  all  men  by  thespresentes  that  Alexander  Rollo  of 

mI^LoSus  wdi  the  town  bound  as  of  haddam  in  the  county  of  hartford  in  New  England  for  a  certain  sum 
of  sterling  money  by  bill  to  him  secured  hath  given  granted  bargained  sould  alienated  and  confeurme 
lickwis  by  thes  presLtes  from  him  his  heirs  exsequtors  and  assignes  doth  sell  give  grant  bargain  &  se 
1  !  nS  rnnfirmme  unto  Moses  Rowle  of  saganesset  in  the  county  of  bastabel  twenty  one  pound  &  ten 
Jhmings  right  of  proprietty  of  all  the  undivided  Lands  in  Machamodus  in  hadam  boundes  commencemg 
from  sSiion  Riv^^  eastward  which  proprietty  is  the  suf  [  ]  equall  halet  of  undivided  Lands  purchased  by 

So^hath  heirunto%et  his  hand  and  seal:  this  seeventeanth  day  of  Aprill  one  thousand  six  hundred  eig  ty 

and  eight.  Allexander  Rollo” 

Witnesses:  Shuball  Rowle 
Thomas  Crippen 

Mav  21  Vol  I  D  52  T  V,  Haddam:  “A  towne  meeiting  it  is  agreed  by  plurality  of  voices  that 

a  hapanie  on  the  right  eare  on  the  fure  side  and  a  cutt  on  the  same  eare  on  the  under  side. 

r  1  III  rh r  r  Hartford-  “This  Court  upon  the  motion  of  the  deputies  of  Haddam 

doi  co3«"nan«  and  encourage  the’ good  people  of  Hadum  to  imbody  themselves  in  church  estate,  pro- 
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vided  they  attend  that  good  work  according  to  law  with  the  consent  of  the  neighboring  Churches.  Moses 
Rowley  sen’r,  we  doubt  not,  was  active  in  the  establishment  of  this  Cluirch  of  Haddam. 

1695,  Oct.  20.  Vol.  1,  p  112  L  R,  Haddam:  Moses  Rowle  sells  to  John  Fuller  a  forty  pound  right  of  “  all 
the  undivided  lands  in  Machamodas  takeing  the  medow  devishon  lastly  laid  out  in  c.xchange;  which 
land  and  right  was  purchased  from  Josiah  Clarke. 

1698,  Apl.  26.  P  23  Do:  “.Moses  Rowley  senr  of  hadam  grants  to  Samuell  Acley  60  acres  of  land  of 
Lottmt  of  Land  in  ye  second  Division  of  Machamoodus  in  consideration  of  A  Lottmt  of  Land  in  ye  scccond 
Division  of  Matchamodus.” 

1700,  Aug.  15.  Vol.  I,  p  19L  R,  E.  Haddam:  “Moses  Rowley  Senr,  especially  considering  his  dcbillitie 
of  body  &  yt  his  son  Mathew  Rowley  hath  undertaken  to  be  helpiull  and  assisting  in  providing  comfort¬ 
ably  for  him  Acording  to  his  abillitie  during  his  ffather  s  naturall  life,  hath  given  him  one  halfe  or  mo\etie 
a  Lottmt  of  Land  in  Matchamoodus  within  the  Town  of  Haddam  each  Lottmt  was  purchased  from  Samuel 
Aclec  by  way  of  exchange  together  with  hftie  five  pound  weight  of  all  undivided  Lands  in  Matchamoodus 
And  it  is  here  p’ vided  that  if  ye  sd  Mathew  Rowley’s  mother  and  sister  Sarah  should  happen  to 
outlive  his  sd  (father  then  ye  sd  mother  is  hereby  bound  to  be  helpfull  in  their  maintenance  according  to 
ye  proportion  &  conjunction  with  the  other  brethern  ....  and  providing  he  has  no  right  to  sell  any 
of  the  land  during  the  mutual  lives  of  his  ffather  and  mother  without  their  consents.” 

1704  Aug.  16.  Vol.  VI 1,  p  144-5  P  Ct,  Hartford:  “The  Last  Will  and  Testament  of  Moses  Rowly 
Senior  of  Haddam,  witnesseth:  In  the  Name  of  God,  Amen,  Whereas  I  Moses  Rowly  being  weak  of  body, 
but  through  God’s  good  hand  upon  me  at  this  present  writing,  in  perfect  memory  and  understanding.  Do 
make  and  ordaine  this  as  my  last  Will  and  Testament.  Imp^  1  do  give  and  bequeath  my  Soul  unto  God, 
in  the  name,  merits  and  mediation  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  whose  Righteousness  1  hope  to  be  accepted 
with  the  Father;  and  my  body  to  Christian  burial,  as  my  Executors  Shall  sec  meet,  hoping  for  a  Glorious 
Resurrection  at  the  last  and  great  day.  As  for  the  portion  of  this  worlds  Goods  that  God  hath  gi\en  di 
continued  to  me  my  will  is  that  my  just  debts  being  paid,  the  remainder  to  be  disposed  of  as  followeth:  As 
for  the  rest  of  my  children,  1  have  don  what  hath  been  with  me,  and  now  1  have  no  expectation  of  being 
any  more  Capable  to  help  myself,  wherefore  1  do  give  and  bequeath  my  Land  unto  my  sonn  Moses  Rowly, 
that  is  to  say,  my  half  of  the  Lott  1  now  live  upon,  the  other  half  I  have  given  already  to  my  son  .Mathew. 
To  be  equally  divided  between  my  sonns  Moses  and  Matthew.  I  also  give  unto  my  sonn  .Moses  that  £25 
right  that  I  formerly  gave  to  Matthew,  which  my  sonn  Matthew  hath  Lovcingly  resigned  up  again  to  me. 

“  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter  Mehittabell  Fullar  all  my  moveables,  both  stock  and  thousehold 
stuff,  whether  without  door  or  within. 

“  I  give  and  bequeath  half  of  my  young  mare  unto  my  son  Matthew. 

“My  will  further  is,  and  it  is  upon  the  account  of  not  only  what  my  sonns  Moses  Rowley  and  John 
Fuller  hath  don  for  me  and  been  kind  to  me,  but  especially  their  willingness  to  take  care  of  me  a'ld  my 
wife  dureing  our  naturall  lives,  and  I  do  expect  that  care  and  kindness  of  them  that  is  meet  and  needful 
both  to  myself  and  my  wife,  and  I  therefore  have  don  what  I  have  don  to  oblige  them  v/hat  I  can,  and 
do  repose  my  trust,  next  under  God,  upon  these  my  two  sonns  .Moses  Rowly  and  John  Fuller  for  what  I 
shall  and  for  what  my  wife  shall  stand  in  need  of  between  this  and  the  grave. 

And  I  do  further  give  to  my  son  Moses  Rowly,  my  Meadow  Lott,  and  further  be  it  known  that  my  sonn 
Moses  is  to  pay  my  just  debts,  and  moreover  my  will  is,  that  all  the  above  Legacies  given  to  my  children, 
it  to  them  and  their  heirs,  executors.  Administrators  and  assigns  forever. 

“Furthermore  I  do  Nominate,  appoint  and  ordain  my  Loving  Sonns  Moses  Rowly  and  John 
Executors  of  this  my  last  Will  &  Testament  as  witness  my  hand  and  seal,  Haddam  the  16th  of  August  1,04. 

Witness:  John  Chap.man  Moses  X  Rowley  Sen- 

Mathew  Rowley 
Mary  Crippen 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


1704  5,  Jan’y  13.  Vol.  I,  p  33  L  R,  East  Haddam:  “Moses  Rowley  scnr  of  Matchamoodus  for  ye  tendre 
care  &  respect  wch  1  bear  to  my  son  Mathew  Rowley  of  ye  same  Towne  do  give  to  him  Twentie  acres  .  .  . 
moreover  I  yt  sd  Moses  Rowley  Sen  doe  hereby  give  unto  ye  sd  aforesd  xMathew  my  son  some  old  plow 
Irons,  an  old  stubing  how  &  an  auger  with  an  Iron  winch  for  a  grine  stone  wch  things  he  ye  sd  Mathew 
already  hath  in  his  possession.” 

1704  5,  Jan’y  13.  P  35  Do:  “  Moses  Rowlee  Sen’r,  for  ye  tendre  love  and  respect  for  Matthew  his  son,” 
gives  hini  30  acres  more,  being  a  half  part  of  the  Acley  tract  which  was  exchanged,  also  a  £27'10s  right  in 
all  undivided  lands  in  Matchamoodus. 

1705,  May.  Moses  Rowley  Sen’r  lived  to  be  about  75  years  old.  His  death  is  not  recorded  at  East 
Haddam  nor  is  there  any  record  of  it  that  we  can  find.  There  are  many  Rowleys  in  Connecticut  and  nearly 
all  of  them  are  his  grandchildren. 

1705,  June  14.  P  33  Do:  Moses  Rowley  &  .Mathew  Rowley  agree  to  a  division  of  a  certain  tract  of  land 
“given  to  us  by  our  hon’d  ffather  Moses  Rowley  sen’r  deceased.” 

1705,  June  14.  P  33  Do:  Matthew  Rowlee  gives  deed  making  null  and  void  the  30  acre  Acley  gift  of 
his  father’s  as  well  as  the  £55  right  in. the  undivided  lands. 


1705,  June  15.  Vol.  VII,  p  145  P  Ct,  Hartford:  “An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Moses  Rowley  Senior, 
late  of  Haddam  deceased: 


Imp's  His  dwelling  house  &  30  acres  of  Land  and  25  pound  right  in  all  undivided  Lands,  as  money, 
his  wearing  Cloathes,  and  an  old  Green  Rug  30®,  Bedding  4/.,  10s  .... 

sheets  and  table  Linnen  25»,  yarn  1 1®  9d,  chests  &  wooden  ware  10s  . 

old  jar  &  household  Stuff  24s,  9d,  bedsteads  &  other  household  stuff  17s  ... 

a  pewter  quart  pott  &  2  basons  9s,  pewter  plates  3s  . . 

3  stone  Juggs  &  a  Gallon  bottle  4s,  an  earthern  pott  9^1 . 

a  brass  kettle,  a  warming  pan  and  Iron  ware . 

a  bible  &  other  books  3^  6d,  an  Iron  pott  and  Sheep  wool  19s . 

2  cows,  1  yearling,  a  Calf  and  a  mare 


Taken 


,  /  WiLLiA.M  Spencer 

by  us  I  y,,oMAS  Crippen 


£45-  0-0 
6-  0-0 
2-  6-9 
2-  1-9 
0-12-0 
0-  4-9 
1-12-6 
1-  2-6 
9-10-0 


£68-10-3” 


1705/6,  Mch.  8.  P  77  Do:  “Moses  Rowley  and  John  Fullar  of  Haddam  exhibited  in  this  Court  the 
Last  Will  and  Testament  of  Moses  Rowly  Senior,  late  of  said  Haddam  deceased,  whereof  they  are  ap¬ 
pointed  Executors,  which  trust  they  accepted  in  Court,  and  one  of  the  witnesses  of  the  said  Will,  and  one 
other  person  who  was  present  at  the  executing  of  the  same,  were  now  sworn  before  this  Court  in  mannor 
accustomed  and  the  said  will  was  proved  and  is  by  this  Court  approved  and  allowed  and  ordered  to  be 
recorded  and  put  upon  file  ...  .  And  the  said  Moses  Rowly  and  John  Fuller  also  exhibited  an  Inven¬ 
tory  of  the  Estate  of  the  said  Moses  Rowly  Sen^  deceased  upon  Oath  in  mannor  accustomed.” 


CHILDREN 

(all  born  at  Barnstable,  Mass.;  first  five  recorded  at  Plymouth) 

1.  MARY  b.  Mch.  20,  1653;  m.  Jan’y  7,  1675,  John  Weeks.  They  were  of  Falmouth,  Mass. 

2.  MOSES  b.  Nov.  10,  1654;  m.  Mary  Fletcher  (?)  (see  below) 

3.  CHILD  b. - ;  d.  Aug.  15,  1656 

4.  GIRL  b.  a  1657;  she  d.  Nov.  15,  1682,  se  a  25.  "Thedafterof  Moses  Rowley,  Sen’r”  [Falmouth  Record] 

5  SHUB.AEL  b.  Jan’y  11, 1660- 1 ;  m.  Catherine  Crippen;  he  d.  .Mch.  28,  1714,  ae  54  she  d.  aft.  husband 

HewastwinofMehitable.  Lived  in  East  Haddam,  but  he  died  at  Colchester.  On  Feb ’y  5, 1719,  in  deed,  she 
calls  Edward  Fuller  her  son-in-law. 

6.  MEHITABLEb.  Jan’y  11, 1660,  l;m.  a  1678,  John  Fuller;  shed,  a  1732,  ae a  71  hed.a  Apl.,  1726,  s  a  70 

She  was  twin  of  Shubael.  They  lived  in  East  Haddam.  He  was  joint  executor  of  Moses  Rowley  Sen’r  Estate. 
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7.  SARAH  b.  Sept.  16,  1662 

Her  grandfather  Capt.  Matthew  Fuller  in  1678  wills  to  her  “all  my  sheep.  She  was  living  in  1  <00  at  East 
Haddam,  unm. 

8.  NATHAN  b.  a  1664;  in.  Mercy  Hatch;  he  d.  aft.  May,  1742,  ae  over  78  she  d.  11  ch 

They  lived  in  Falmouth.  On  Aug.  22, 1704  he  joined  with  12  others  in  a  new  purchase  adjoining  to  Sandwich 

line.” 

9.  DEA.  AARON  b.  May  1,  1666;  m.  Mch.  7.  1690,  Mary  Weeks;  he  d.  a  1743,  a;  a  77  shed.  ^  6  ch 

On  Oct.  10,  1708  he  and  his  wife  joined  with  12  couples  and  one  single  man  in  forming  the  Church  at  Fal¬ 
mouth.  They  lived  at  Gt.  Neck,  Woods  Hole. 

10.  JOHN  b.  Oct.  22,  1667 

1 1.  MATTHEW  b. - ;  m.  Joanna - .  They  lived  in  East  Haddam. 


MOSES  ROWLEY 
MARY  FLETCHER 

b. 


b.  Nov.  10,  1654 
m  (1)  about  1675 
Mary  Fletcher  (?) 
ni  (2)  after  Jan’y  20,  1714/5 
d.  before  1714/15  Wid.  Mary  Crippen  Corbe 

he  d.  July  16,  1735 
a?  81 

1704,  Nov.  12.  Vol.  37,  p  61  N  Y  G  &  B:  Moses 
Rowley  and  his  wife  Mary  join  the  East  Haddam 
Church  in  this  year  of  its  organization.  This  writer 
suggests  the  possibility  of  her  name  being  Mary 
Fletcher.  We  have  not  seen  any  authority  for  this 
suggestion  and  hence  have  made  no  attempt  to 
trace  her  ancestry.  She  died  before  Jan’y  20, 
1714/15  when  her  husband  distributed  most  of  his 
land  to  his  sons. 


1654,  Nov.  10.  Vol.  VIII,  p  47  P  C:  “His  Son 
Moses  was  borne  the  10th  of  November,  1654.” 
This  is  a  Barnstable  record  at  Plymouth  under¬ 
neath  the  marriage  record  of  his  parents.  His 
entire  youth  was  spent  in  this  virgin  town. 

1675.  Vol.  II,  p  726  Mass.  Gen  (1910):  This  is 
the  approximate  date  of  Moses  Rowley’s  marriage, 
presumably  at  Barnstable,  to  Mary  Fletcher  or 
possibly  some  other  .Mary.  While  here  two  or  three 
children  were  born  to  them  and  then  they  removed 
to  Falmouth,  Massachusetts.  Here  two  or  three 
more  were  born  when  the  time  came  to  remove  to 
Haddam,  Connecticut,  at  which  place  three  or 
four  more  were  born.  It  was  because  of  this  mov¬ 
ing  and  settling  in  new  virgin  lands,  no  doubt, 
that  no  public  record  was  made  of  the  birth  of  any 
of  the  children.  They  were  a  healthy  lot  for  when 
the  father  came  to  make  his  will  at  81  years  of  age,  the  nine  children  as  given  below  were  living  and 
all  of  them,  save  one,  had  families  of  their  own.  Moses  Rowley,  by  virtuous  long  life,  showed  that  he  was 
above  the  average  of  men.  We  find  more  of  an  absence  of  public  office  held  by  him  than  we  would  expect 
in  this  early  day,  but  he  is  quite  prominent  in  the  land  records. 

1685  ^6,  Mch.  2.  Vol.  VI,  p  49  P  C:  “  Att  ye  Court  of  his  Ma’tie,  Christopher  Gifford  of  Suckanesset, 
nlanter  &  Joseph  Hull,  cooper,  are  indicted  for  their  notoriouse  misdimenors  &  trespass  against  ffis  ma’ties 
Lthority,  laws  &  peace,  for  that  ye  sd  Christopher  Gifford  did  somtime  about  ye  8th  day  of  December 
last  past,  &  at  other  times  in  sd  Decemb,  turbulently  &  violently,  by  force  &  armes,  resist  the  consta  e 
of  sd  Suckancssett,  and  then  and  there  did  wickedly  strike  Moses  Rowly,  Jun’r,  being  one  of  ye  constable  s 
aid  or  assistant  in  ye  execution  of  his  office,  on  ye  head  with  a  certaine  stick  or  clu^  thereby  fetcning  blood 

&shroadly  wounding  of  him  in  his  head,  to  his  great  hurt  &  damage.”  ....  Gifford  was  found  guilty 

and  “fined  £7  to  ye  Colony,”  and  Hull  was  fined  £5  and  costs  of  Court  were  added. 

1690  June  24  P  1 17  Do:  “At  a  County  Court  held  at  Barnstable  by  order  of  ye  General  Court  these 
men  under  named  took  ye  oath  of  a  freeman.”  Twenty  tw'o  young  men  take  the  oath  Moses  Rowley 
Junior  of  Succonesset.  or  Falmouth,  being  one  of  them.  Some  of  the  difficulty  under  which  the  freeman 
struggled  in  his  day  in  order  to  be  able  to  read  “the  signs  of  the  times  is  well  illustrated  in  the  fact  th 
the  ffist  newspaper  published  in  America  did  not  appear  until  this  year  of  1690  (seventy 
landing  of  the  Pilgrims).  And  even  then  only  one  copy  was  issued  and  that  was  on  Sept.  25 
The  title  was  “Public  occurrences  Both  Foreign  and  Domestic. 
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1691.  P  27  Falmouth  Mist  (18S9):  “This  year  1691,”  says  the  author,  “Moses  Rowley  takes  land  and 
settles  at  Quisset.”  Quisset  was  probably  the  name  of  an  Indian  Village  in  or  near  Falmouth.  He  was 
living  here  when  chosen  to  represent  the  town  in  the  General  Court  at  Plj’inouth.  Yet  it  was  a  short  li\ed 
residence  for  the  very  next  year  he  bought  land  at  Machamootus  (Haddam),  Connecticut,  and  moved 
thither. 

1692.  Vol.  37,  p  59  N  Y  G  &  B:  The  Plymouth  Court  Record  shows  that  Moses  Rowley  represented 
Succonessett  (Falmouth)  in  the  General  Court  this  year  under  the  new  charter.  As  a  legislator  he  was 
troubled  no  doubt,  as  most  legislators  were  in  these  days,  with  the  subject  of  witches.  Salem  was  the 
storm-centre  in  America.  Five  were  hanged  there  this  year,  and  19  all  told,  the  total  number  put  to  death 
in  America  not  exceeding  30.  Connecticut  had  not  more  than  8  or  9.  In  Europe  the  numbers  reached 
hundreds  and  thousands. 

The  date  of  the  next  item  probably  approximates  the  time  when  the  family  made  the  long  move  from 
Falmouth  to  East  Haddam,  Ct.  This  trip  could  easily  and  in  all  probability  was  made  by  water  through 
the  sound  and  up  the  Connecticut  where  East  Haddam  settles  most  beautifully  in  a  wide  bend  of  the 

river. 

1692,  May  3.  Vol.  I,  p  554  L  R,  East  Haddam:  “  Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  Jonathan  Gilbert 
of  Middletown  In  the  county  of  hardford  ....  in  consideration  of  a  certain  some  of  money  in  hand 
payd  and  whearof  I  acknowledg  the  Recept  to  have  sould  alienated  enfeaft  and  confirmed  Likewise  by 
these  presents  from  him  his  heirs  executors  administrators  and  assigns  doth  sell  allionate  enfeaft  and  con- 
firme  unto  Moses  Row  lee  Junior  late  of  Saguaness  now  of  Machamootus  in  the  Towne  bounds  of  haddam, 
a  certain  lotment  of  Land  lying  in  the  above  machamootus  in  the  first  division  thearof  the  fundamental! 
Right  whearof  w'tis  layd  out  for  John  handerson  of  haddom  deceased  and  from  him  convayed  to  Mr.  James 
Bates  and  from  the  sayd  Mr.  Bates  to  Mr.  Jonathan  Gilbert  of  hartford  deceast  father  to  this  Jonathan 
Gilbert  and  confirmed  to  him  by  the  widdow'  of  his  father  which  Lotment  of  Land  contains  near  sixty 

acres  ....  In  testimony  whearof  the  said  Jonathan  Gilbert  hath  hear  unto  sett  his  hand  the  third  day 

of  May  one  thousand  six  hundred  ninety  two. 

Witness:  John  Arnold  Jonathan  Gilbert" 

Alexander  Rollo 

1698,  May  4.  Vol.  I,  p87LR:  “Moses  Rowlejuer  of  hadam . for  five  poundes  current  money 

.  .  .  sells  to  Thomas  Robyson  a  fifty  pounds  right  and  propriety  of  and  in  all  the  lands  excepting  only 

what  w'as  laid  out  in  the  1st  and  2*^  divisions  which  50  pound  right  the  said  Moses  Rowle  purchased  of 
Jonathan  Gilbert.” 

1702/3,  Jan’y  15.  Vol.  I,  p  2  P  R,  East  Haddam:  “At  a  metting  of  the  proprietors  January  15‘'‘  1702 
it  was  agred  by  voat  that  there  shall  be  a  comitte  chosen  to  servaie  the  land  at  Machamodos  and  to  se 
what  landes  may  be  sutabell  for  comons  and  what  may  be  convenant  to  be  laid  out  in  divishones  as  to 
quantity  and  quallyty  the  comitte  are  Leur"  Tho  Clarke,  ensigne  James  Weles,  Thomas  hongerford  sener, 
danel  Branrd  jur,  moses  Rowle  sener  the  second.”  Note  the  last  name  -  “  Moses  Rowle  sener  the  secon  . 
In  other  words  the  third  Moses  Rowley  has  now  reached  manhood  which  makes  two  seniors,  first  and 

second. 

1704,  Aug.  16.  “I  appoint  my  sons  Moses  Rowley  and  John  Fuller  executors”  says  Moses’  father  in  his 
will.  “  I  do  give  my  land  unto  my  son  Moses  Rowley,  that  is  to  say,  my  half  of  the  lot  I  now  live 
The  other  half  to  be  divided  between  my  so.ns  Moses  and  Matthew  equally.  I  also  give  to  Moses  that  £25 
right  that  I  formerly  gave  to  Matthew,  which  my  son  Matthew  hath  loveingly  resigned  up  again  to  me. 

and  I  do  repose  my  trust,  next  to  God,  upon  these  my  two  sons  Moses  Rowley  and  John  Fuller 
for  w'hat  I  shall  and  for  what  my  wife  shall  stand  in  need  of  between  this  and  the  grave. 

1704  Nov  12  Vol  37  p61  N  YG&B:  The  East  Haddam  Church  is  formally  organized  this  year  and 

both  Moses  Rowley  and  his  wife  become  members.  The  first  church  built  was  32  feet  square  and  lasted  for 
23  years.  The  pastor  was  Rev.  Stephen  Hosmer,  graduate  of  Harvard  1699,  and  who  labored  here  till  1749 
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when  he  died.  While  this  Church  was,  and  the  Church  generally  is,  a  great  disseminator  of  light,  so  also 
generally  is  the  newspaper,  which  however,  must  be  read  with  an  understanding  more  than  the  average 
editor  will  help  one  to.  It  is  now  fourteen  years  since  the  first  attempt  to  start  a  newspaper  in  the  Colonies 
was  made  amid  failure.  This  year,  however,  witnesses  a  monumental  achievement  in  the  establishment  of 
The  Boston  News  Letter,  which  is  a  live  publication  today  -  the  oldest  American  newspaper  of  contim 
uous  publication. 

1709,  Sept.  18.  Vol.  1,  P  R  (1700-38,  not  paged).  East  Haddam:  “At  A  meetting  of  the  proprietors  of 
the  land  on  the  east  side  the  grate  river  in  Haddam  being  legally  warned  September  ye  IS'**  1709,  the 
proprietors  did  by  lott  make  choyce.”  There  were  51  settlers  who  participated  in  this  S'*  division,  the 
45th  choice  being  drawn  by  Mosis  Rouly  sen.  The  44th  was  the  parsonage  lot. 

1709,  Nov.  7.  Do:  “At  the  same  meeting  the  proprietors  did  by  vote  make  choyce  of  Thomas  Hunger- 
ford  sen,  Joseph  Clark  Sen^  Lcut  Thomas  Clark,  Moses  Rowle  sen^  Joseph  Gates  and  insigne  Joshua 
Braner  to  go  and  Runn  the  line  between  Colchester  and  we  that  is  to  say  to  begin  at  our  northeast  corner 
(  )turn  over  mentioned  in  our  grant  and  so  to  Run  five  mils  west  A  north  Line  to  Salmon  River  and 
they  are  to  get  Mr.  John  Smith  to  assist  them  in  that  affair  and  they  were  to  make  boundarys  according 
to  Law.” 

1714/5,  Ja»i’y  20.  Vol.  I,  p  174  L  R,  East  Haddam:  “Moses  Rowlee  Senr,  for  ye  love  and  good  will,” 
grants  to  son  Samuell  Rowle  several  parcells  of  land  in  East  Haddam  including  “first  that  home  lot  or 
■  tract  of  lande  which  was  my  honored  sd  fathers,”  being  about  30  acres,  “also  a  lot  of  meadow  land  called 

j  ye  ponds  lot  which  was  my  second  division,  and  further  one  quarter  part  of  my  Right  iir  ye  Commons.” 

!  1714/5,  Jan’y  20.  P  192  Do:  Moses  Rowlee  Senr,  for  love  and  good  will,  grants  to  son  John  Rowlee 

I  several  tracts  of  land,  including  “first  the  one  halfe  of  the  homelott  which  1  Live  on  &  to  have  it  on  the 

south  side  of  sd  lott  with  the  Dwelling  house  that  stands  on  it;  2d  the  one  half  of  my  lott  being  neare  eight 
mile  river  called  my  third  divission;  3d  the  one  half  of  my  meadow  called  the  first  division  and  Lastly  one 
quarter  of  my  right  in  the  Commons.” 

1714/5,  Jan’y  20.  P  193  Do:  “Moses  Row-lee  SeiV,  for  love  to  my  loveing  sone  Ebenezer,”  gives  to  him 
\  30  acres  in  the  Fourth  Division,  also  one  quarter  of  his  right  in  the  Commons. 

!  1714/5,  Jan’y  20.  P  194  Do:  Moses  Rowlee  Sen’r,  for  the  natural  love  he  has  for  Jonathan  Rowlee 

j  gives  to  him  “  one  half  of  my  home  lott  being  30  acres;  2‘'ly  the  one  halfe  of  the  lott  called  my  third 

I  division  being  near  ye  river  called  eight  mile  River;  3*^  one  half  of  my  meadow  called  first  division  and 

I  lastly  one  quarter  part  of  my  Right  in  ye  Commons.” 

Sometime  after  these  land  distributions  Moses  Row'ley  took  for  second  wife  Mary  Crippen  Corbe, 
widow  of  Samuel  Corbe  of  East  Haddam  who  had  died  there  on  April  10,  1694.  She  was  thirteen  years 
junior  to  Moses.  Proof  of  this  marriage  is  found  in  the  will  of  Samuel  Corbe  of  East  Haddam,  dated  August 
26,  1757  (Vol.  II,  p  447  P  Ct,  Colchester),  which  says:  “  I  Samuel  Corbe  of  East  Haddam  do  will  that  sd 
Azariah  Heath  is  hereby  obliged  &  his  heires  to  provide  for  my  Hon  d  Mother  Mary  Rowlee  every  thing 
necessary  for  ye  comfortable  support  of  my  sd  mother’s  subsistance  in  this  world  During  her  Naturall 
Life.”  She  lived  until  June  9,  1674,  aged  97,  a  stone  at  East  Haddam  marking  her  grave.  Her  days  there¬ 
fore  continued  for  twenty  nine  years  after  her  second  husband’s  death. 

1714/15,  Mch.  7.  Vol.  IX,  p  33  P  Ct,  Hartford:  Moses  Rowley  is  first  of  three  distributors  of  the  Estate 
of  his  brother  Shubael  Rowley  of  Colchester  w-hich  amounts  to  £286-19-06. 

1715,  Apl.  12.  Vol.  VII,  p  385  CC:  “Moses  Rowley  of  East  Haddam  Confest  a  Judgment  against  him¬ 
self  for  the  sum  of  £8-3s-5d  due  to  Jonathan  Arnold  of  Hartford  &  cost  of  Court  15s.”  Execution  granted 
June  23,  1715  and  Aug.  24,  1719. 

1723,  Apl.  22.  Vol.  I,  L  R:  “The 44th  Lott  Layd  out  to  Moses  Rowlee  :1 :  Rod  and  :13:  foots  and  buts 
south  on  the  parsonage  Lott.” 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


1723/4,  Jan’y  28.  Vol.  I,  p  551  L  R,  East  Haddam:  “John  Rowle  of  haddam  alias  Colchester  in  ye 
County  of  hartford  in  consideration  of  the  exchange  of  land  with  my  brother  Moses  Rowlee  now  of  had¬ 
dam,”  sells  to  Moses,  “  1st  the  one  half  of  the  home  lot  which  my  sd  father  now  lives  in;  2  ly  the  one  half 
of  the  meadow  called  my  sd  fathers  first  division  &  Lastly  one  quarter  part  of  the  Commons  belonging  to 


my  said  father.” 

1726/7,  Feb’y  21.  PR  Book,  not  paged:  “At  the  same  meetting  it  was  votted  that  the  eighth  division 
agreed  upon  february  14,  1726  7  to  be  Layd  out  at  the  rate  of  sixty  acres  to  the  hundred  pound  it  is  now 
agreed  upon  and  detennined  that  sd  division  shall  be  Layd  out  at  the  Rate  of  forty  acres  to  the  hundred 
pound.”  One  hundred  sixty-nine  citizens  participate  in  this  eighth  division  of  upland,  a  few  names  being 
illegible.  Moses  Rowle  drew  134th  choice;  John  Rowle  drew  79th;  Ebenezer  Rowle  drew  86th;  Henry 
Champean  drew  21st. 


1733/4,  Jan’y  2.  Vol.  XII,  p  56  P  Ct,  Hartford:  “  I,  Mary  Rowlee,  the  wife  of  Moses  Rowlee,  Sen.,  of 
Haddam,  do  acquit  my  husband  and  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  from  all  joyntures, 
dowryes  and  agreements  whatsoever  hereafter  may  arise,  having  received  the  full  sum  of  ten  pounds. 
Witness:  Thomas  Fuller  Mary  X  Rowlee 

Nathaniel  Stocking 


1734/5,  Mch.  24.  P  330  Do:  “In  the  Name  of  God  Amen  this  Twenty  fourth  of  March  1734/5  I 
Moses  Rowley  of  the  Town  of  East  Haddom  in  the  County  of  Hartford,  calling  to  mind  my  mortallity 
knowing  that  it  is  appointed  for  all  men  once  to  Die,  being  sickly  &  weakly  in  body  but  of  perfect  mind 
Do  make  &  ordain  this  my  last  will  &.  Testament,  principally  and  first  of  all  I  do  give  and  bequeath  my 
soul  to  God  who  gave  it  me  &  my  body  to  the  Dust  from  whence  it  was  Taken  to  be  buried  in  Christian 
Decent  buriall  at  the  Discretion  of  my  Executors,  Nothing  Doubting  but  1  shall  Receive  the  same  again 
by  the  mighty  power  of  God  at  the  Generali  Resurrection  of  the  Dead,  and  as  Touching  that  small  estate 
wherewith  it  hath  pleased  God  to  bless  me  with,  which  1  have  not  as  yet  Disposed  of  I  Give  bequeath  & 
Dispose  of  as  In  manor  followeth: 

“  Imprimis  I  Do  Give  &  bequeath  to  my  Loving  Sons  viz.,  Moses,  Samuell,  Ebenezar  &  Jonathan  Row- 
ley,  all  my  lands  known  by  the  name  of  the  Purchase  Land  or  Lotts,  equally  to  be  divided  among  them 
alike,  that  is  to  say,  if  the  sd  purchasers  are  pleased  to  Divide  the  same,  then  1  do  give  it  to  them  aind  their 
heirs  as  in  manor  abovesd;  but  if  the  sd  purchasers  should  not  Divide  the  sd  Land,  but  let  it  Lye  for  the 
use  first  Intended,  then  I  do  Give  &  Bequeath  it  to  that  use  viz,  for  the  Gospel  in  this  place. 

“2ly.  1  Do  give  &  bequeath  to  my  Loving  son  John  Rowley  all  my  Carpenter’s  Tools. 

“31y.  I  Do  give  to  my  loving  son  Jonathan  Rowley  my  cart,  boxes  and  bands,  my  small  axe  and  broad 
hoe. 

“4ly.  I  Do  give  to  my  loving  Daughter  Hannah  Rowley  that  Cow  that  my  son  John  Rowley  now 
hath,  and  six  sheep,  my  bed  that  1  now  lye  on  and  all  the  Beding  belonging  to  the  same,  and  all  the  house¬ 
hold  Goods  that  I  now  have. 

“  51y,  I  Do  give  my  wearing  cloaths  to  my  loving  sons,  viz.,  Moses,  Samuell,  John,  Ebenezer  &  Jonathan 
Rowley.  And  whatsoever  else  which  I  shall  have,  at  my  decease,  of  Estate  that  I  have  not  Disposed  of 
as  above  sd  to  be  equally  divided  among  them,  excepting  20  shillings  apeice  to  be  paid  out  of  the  same  to 
my  three  Loving  daughters,  viz.,  Mary  Olmsted,  Nein  (Naomi)  Fuller  and  .Mehetabel  Chapman  (Cham¬ 
pion). 

"Furthermore,  my  will  is  that  my  sons  Samuel  Rowley  of  Hebron  &  Ebenezer  of  East  Haddam  be 
executors  to  this  my  Last  Will  &  Testament  and  that  they  should  be  Reasonably  allowed  for  thier  Trouble 
and  I  the  said  Moses  Rowly  Do  hereby  Disolve  Revoak  &  Disanull  all  other  former  wills. 

Witness:  John  Fuller  Moses  Rowley 

John  Persivall 
Ebenezer  Fuller 
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1735,  July  16.  Vol.  II,  p  726  Mass  Gen  (1910);  In  less  than  four  months  after  making  his  will  Moses 
Rowley  lays  down  his  long  life  full  of  years.  He  was  81  years  old  and  he  died  at  his  home  in  East  Haddam. 


1735,  Aug.  19.  Vol.  XII,  p  331  P  Ct:  “  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Moses  Rowley  Late  of  East  Haddam, 


deceased : 

Imprimis  one  old  Caster  Hat  The  best  gray  Coat  2£10s.  ...... 

the  Best  blewish  Wescoat  7s  Sd,  Dark  Coloured  Coat  &.  Jacket  1£  2s  . 

The  old  Gray  Coat  7s,  one  old  Jacket  1,  Great  Coat  6i  leather  breeches  19?  '6  . 

I’r  of  Linen  breeches  &  two  woolen  Shirts  17s,  one  pr  of  Dark  Stockings  and  one  other  Shirt  and 
two  handkerchiefs  2s'5d,  and  one  pair  mixt  stockings  ...... 

1  bible  &  1  sermon  book,  one  pair  Spectacles  6s,  a  pair  of  Gloves  &  pr  mittins  2s  8d. 

one  peal  &  broad  axe  &  one  paper  Gimblet  8s  6d,  an  old  hoe  &  half  Hogs  &  two  old  box  tubs  9s,  one 

Deer  skin  &  one  calf  l£  4s,  1  Cow  &  ycarlin  heifer  6£  5s . 

Eight  other  lines  of  household  stuff 


£  2-17-  0 
2-10-  0 
1-11-  6 

1-  2-11 
0-  S-  0 

8-2-6 
15-15-  8 


Aded  in  Court  one  Cow  &  Sheep 
Tho.mas  Gates,  John  Fuller 


£32-  7-  7 


No  real  estate  appears,  and  none  in  fact  is  willed  except  certain  “Purchase  lands”  yet  to  be  layed  out. 
This  means  that  the  land  and  house  had  been  given  to  the  boys  before  will  was  made. 


1735,  Oct.  7.  P  33  Do;  “The  last  Will  &  Testament  of  Moses  Rowley  Late  of  East  Haddam,  Deceased, 
was  now  Exhibited  in  Court  by  Somuell  Rowley  and  Ebenezer  Rowley  Executors  named  in  sd  will  who 
accepted  the  Trust  thereof  in  Court  sd  will  being  proved  by  the  witnesses  thereof  and  is  by  this  Court 
approved  and  ordered  to  be  Recorded.  Likewise  The  sd  Executor  exhibited  an  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of 
the  sd  Deceased  upon  Oath  in  maner  accustomed  which  Inventory  &  will  is  accepted  in  Court  &  ordered 
to  be  Recorded  and  kept  on  file. 

“Moses  Rowley  of  East  Haddam,  one  of  the  sons  of  Moses  Rowley  of  sd  East  Haddam  Deceased,  ap¬ 
pealed  from  the  Judgment  of  this  Court  for  that  this  Court  has  approved  of  the  Last  will  of  the  sd  Deed., 
unto  the  Superior  Court  to  be  held  at  sd  County  in  March  next,  and  acknowledged  himself  bound  to  the 
Treasurer  of  this  County  in  a  Recognizance  of  £20  that  he  will  prosecute  this  his  appeal  to  efect  or  ansser 
all  Damages.” 

1736/7,  Feb’y  17.  P  56  Do;  “We  the  subscribers,  do  hereby  acknowledge  ourselves  satisfied,  having 
received  in  full  what  was  due  to  us  from  the  estate  of  our  hon’d  father  Moses  Rowley  dec’d,  and  do  acquit 
and  discharge  brothers  Samuel  and  Ebenezer  Rowlee,  executors,  this  17^**  February,  1/36/7. 

Witness;  Ch.-^rles  Williams  Moses  Rowlee 

Moses  Roberts  John  Rowlee 

Jonathan  X  Rowlet” 


1736/7,  Feb’y  17.  P  56  Do;  These  are  the  last  of  the  Court  entries  in  Vol.  XII;  “We,  the  subscribers, 
do  hereby  acquit  and  discharge  brothers  Samuel  and  Ebenezer  Rowlee,  executors  to  the  last  will  and  testa¬ 
ment  of  our  honoured  father  Moses  Rowlee  deceased,  having  received  in  full  of  what  belonged  to  us  of  the 
estate  by  said  will.  In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereto  set  our  hands  this  17'*“  day  of  February,  1736/7. 

Henry  Cha.mpen  (Champion) 
Mehetabell  Champen” 


CHILDREN 

(all  named  in  father’s  will;  first  two  or  three  born  at  Barnstable,  Mass.;  next  two  or  three  bom  at  Falmouth,  Mass, 

last  tliree  or  four  born  at  East  Haddam,  Ct.) 

1.  MARY  b.  a  1677;  m.  1697,  Capt.  Samuel  Olmstead;  she  d.  he  d.  July  27,  1747,  ae  71  7  ch 

In  1739  he  inherited  the  residue  of  his  mother’s  estate  in  East  Haddam,  where  he  lived. 

2.  MOSES  b.  a  1679;  m  (1) -  J 

He  was  of  Colchester,  Ct.  He  m  (2)  Sept.  7,  1707,  Martha  Porter  of  Windsor  and  they  had  eight  children.  He  8  ch 
m  (3;  Sept.  25,  1729,  Sarah  Chapman  of  East  Haddam  and  they  had  two  children.  She  d.  Sept.  20,  1757  "m  2  ch 
67th  year”  (GSR). 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


3.  NAOMI  b.  a  1685;  m.  June  11,  1703,  Ens.  Samuel  Fuller;  she  d.  a  1764, .-eaTO  hed.  Fcb’y  12,  1757,aea75 

They  lived  in  Colchester,  Ct.  She  was  living  in  1764  when  her  step-mother  died.  He  died  at  Hartford. 

4.  HANNAH  b.  1687.  She  was  unmarried  in  1735  when  her  father  made  his  will. 

5.  DEA.  SAMUEL  b.  a  1688;  m.  Mch.  4,  1713,  Elizabeth  Fuller;  he  d.  a  1767,  x  a  19  she  d.  aft.  husband 

They  were  1st  cousins.  They  lived  in  Hebron,  Ct.;  he  was  co-executor  of  father  s  will  in  1735. 

6.  .  ENS.  JOHN  b.  a  1691 ;  m.  Sept.  1 1,  1716,  Deborah  Fuller;  he  d.  Jan’y.  I"62,  ®  a  71  she  d.  Jan’y  30,  1(52, 

ae63(GSR).  They  were  1st  cousins.  He  signed  receipt  for  his  portion  of  father’s  estate  in  1737.  They  lived 
in  Colchester. 

7.  CAPT.  EBENEZER  b.  1695;  m.  June  6,  1719,  Mary  Church;  he  d.  Aug.  24,  1757,  ae  62  she  d.  Dec.  6,  1786, 

ar  a  88 

They  settled  in  East  Haddam.  He  was  co-executor  of  father’s  will. 

8.  MEHITABLE  b.  a  1698;  m.  Jan’y  16,  1717,  Henry  Champion  (see  below) 

9  JONATHAN  b.  a  1700;  m  (1)  Mch.  9, 1727,  Anne  Fuller;  he  d.  .Mch.  23,  1772,  ae  a  72  she  d.  Sept.  6,  1741,  a;  a  38 
He  signed  receipt  in  1737  for  his  portion  of  father’s  estate.  They  lived  in  Sharon,  Ct.  They  were  1st  cousins. 
He  m  (2)  Feb’y  4,  1742,  Abigail  Creen  of  Colchester  and  they  had  3  children.  He  m  (3)  Dorothy  .  About 
1747  he  removed  to  Kent,  where  he  died. 

LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Henry  Champion  b.  1695;  m.  Mehitable  Rowley  b.  a  1693 

David  Doming  b.  1709  m.  Mehitable  Champion  b.  1720 

Ira  Buell  b.  1745  m.  Prudence  Deming  b.  1741 

Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 


11  ch 

8  ch 

8  ch 

9  ch 

7  ch 
3  ch 
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THE  SANFORD  FAMILY 


RICHARD  SANFORD  b.  1595 

MARGERY -  m. - 

b.  -  d. - 

d.  1640 

1640.  Vol.  9,  p  10  Boston  Ser:  “Margery  wife 
of  Richard  Sanford  dyed.”  This  is  the  only  re¬ 
corded  mention  she  left  in  the  New  World.  The 
family  had  not  been  here  very  long  presumably. 
She  reached  an  age  we  judge  of  about  forty. 


1595.  We  know  that  Richard  Sanford  was  born 
this  year  because  of  his  testimony  in  Mch.,  1651 
as  below  that  he  was  then  fifty  six  years  old.  No 
investigation  has  been  made  in  England  appar¬ 
ently  to  locate  the  family  seat  there.  He  was  prob¬ 
ably  one  of  the  20,000  immigrants  who  landed  on 
the  shores  of  Massachusetts  Bay  between  the 
years  1630  and  1640.  Led  by  John  Winthrep,  a 
man  of  property  and  ability,  a  fleet  of  15  ves¬ 
sels  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  the  year  1630,  these 
colonists  founding  the  towns  of  Boston,  Charles¬ 


town,  Roxbury,  Dorchester,  Watertown  and  Newtown  (Cambridge). 


1640  1,  Jan’y  14.  P  202  Thos.  Lechford  Note  Book:  “  Richard  Sanford  of  Boston  in  N  E  planter  doth 
place  his  sonne  John  Sanford  apprentice  to  Joseph  Armitage  of  Lynne  tayler  for  6  yeares  from  this  day 
14.11. 1640.  Dyet  &  cloathing  and  at  the  end  of  the  terme  double  apparell  &  £5  provided  that  the  youth 
be  not  turned  over  wthout  the  consent  of  his  said  father  his  executors  or  assg.”  This  interesting  item  is 
the  earliest  dated  document  we  find  concerning  cither  father  or  son.  According  to  what  follows  Richard 
Sanford  was  a  planter,  and  one  deed  calls  him  a  laborer. 

1640/ 1,  Jan’y  30.  P  400  PofM:  Richard  Sgnford  joins  the  Boston  Church.  He  was  now  46  and  the 
late  death  of  his  wife  could  well  have  turned  his  attention  heavenward. 


1640/1,  Feb’y  22.  Vol.  I,  p  51  T  V,  Boston:  “The  22d  of  the  last  moneth,  1640.  Richard  Sandford  is 
admitted  a  townsman,  who  also  dcsireth  a  lott  when  any  are  to  be  granted.”  Can  it  be  that  it  took  three 
years  to  get  action  or  was  the  action  of  Jan’y,  1643/4  following,  a  second  house  lot? 

1641,  June  2.  Vol.  I,  p  312  M  B  C:  Richard  Sanford  was  made  a  freeman  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony, 
our  Joseph  Kingsbury  of  Dedham  being  made  one  at  the  same  session  of  Court. 

1643/4,  Jan’y  29.  Vol.  I,  p  69  T  V:  “This  29th  of  11th  mo.  1643,  At  a  generall  Townsmeeting  upon 
publick  warning:  William  Hibbens,  Gent.,  William  Colbron  and  Jacob  Eliot  are  appointed  to  view  the 
wast  ground  before  Joshua  Scottoe’s  Sellar,  and  to  Report  unto  the  next  meeting  whether  an  howse  plot 
may  be  graunted  there  to  Richard  Sandford.”  Though  not  apparent,  it  is  probable  that  the  plot  referred 
to  coincides  with  that  described  in  the  Boston  “Book  of  Possessions,”  the  earliest  land  record,  page  36, 
as  follows:  “The  possession  of  Richard  Sanford  within  the  limPs  of  Boston:  one  house  and  lot  about 
an  acre  bounded  with  Robert  Meeres  on  the  West;  Richard  Parker  on  the  North;  James  Hawkins  and 
Wm  Kirby  easterly;  and  the  streete  West.”  A  map  of  this  layout  is  shown  in  the  Boston  Ser.,  Vol.  II, 
part  2.  It  says  also:  “  It  seems  that  Thomas  Scottow’s  Will  mentions  his  ‘aged  mother  Sanford,  hence 
it  is  probable  that  Scottow  and  Richard  Sanford  were  brothers-in-law.”  Some  one  defines  this  possession 
to  be  “on  the  square  lying  North  of  present  Cambridge  Street. 

1650/1,  Mch.  7.  Vol.  29,  p  374  Do:  “Richard  Sandford  aged  about  fifty  six  yeares  deposed  saith  that 
he  heard  Matthew  Colane  say  that  Dennin  Mahoone  of  Boston  was  his  Cosen  &  only  Cousen  &  that  he 
had  no  more  Kinsmen  in  the  land.  Taken  upon  oath  the  6  (1)  1650. 

1657,  June  29.  Vol.  II,  p  134  T  V:  “  It  is  ordered  that  Ensigne  Jno  Web  shall  suply  Richard  Sanfurd 
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with  such  necessary  support  as  the  little  infant  \lary  Langham  or  the  nurse  thereoff  either  have  or  shall 
expend,  untill  the  Town  take  further  order.” 

1665,  Nov.  6.  Lib.  VI,  p  145  S  C  D:  Francis  Croakam  of  Boston,  husbandman,  and  wife  jeane,  late 
widow  of  Thomas  Waller,  late  of  London,  sell  to  son-in-law  Thomas  Waller,  a  piece  of  land  in  Boston, 
bounded  by  William  Sheffield,  north;  Francis  Croakam,  south,  highway  cast,  and  Richard  Sanford  west. 
Deeds  fore  and  aft  the  same  day  refer  to  him  as  Goodman  Sanford:  “Annoq'  Regnj  Regis  Carolj  Sccundi: 
xvij.” 

1674,  Oct.  26.  Lib.  IX,  p  69  S  C  D:  Oliver  &  Judith  Calloway  of  Boston  give  deed  to  land  &  buildings 
on  street  from  the  training  field  to  the  mill  pond  bounded  southerly  by  the  land  of  Richard  Sanford. 

1677/8,  Mch.  12.  Vol.  XI,  p  22  S  C  D:  Richard  Sandford,  the  ffathcr,  Robert  Sanford  the  son  and 
Elizabeth  his  wife,  both  of  Boston  in  New  England,  for  £112,  sell  to  John  Ruggles,  Butcher,  dwelling 
house  and  land  bounded  N  by  Richard  Sanford,  W^  by  street. 

1678,  June  5.  P  IS  Do:  Richard  Sanford  of  Boston  for  £190  sells  to  his  son  Thomas  Sanford  of  Boston, 
merchant,  a  messuage  or  tenement  in  Boston  bounded  N,  on  land  of  Judith  Callow;  E,  Joshua  Scottow; 
S,  John  Ruggles;  W,  street. 

1685,  May  22.  Vol.  XIII,p332SCD:  Thomas  Barnes,  Cooper,  of  Boston  gives  deed  to  land  bounded 
on  the  south  by  land  of  Richard  Sandford.  This  is  the  last  dated  reference  we  have  to  our  Richard  Sanford. 
It  is  probable  that  the  tw'o  house  and  dwelling  sales  of  1678  explain  the  absence  of  any  probate  papers 
in  the  Boston  Docket.  The  vital  records,  likewise,  are  totally  silent  as  to  the  date  of  his  death.  At  this 
time  he  is  90  with  not  many  years  to  go. 

CHILDREN 

(per  land  and  town  and  probate  records) 

1.  JOHN  b.  a  1627;  m.  Feb’y  19,  \6Stl,  Wid.  Sarah  Potter;  he  d.  Feb’y  10,  1676/7,  sc  a  50  she  d.  1686 

He  was  a  schoolmaster  in  Boston  -  “a  Pious  Skilful  6;  Prudent  man.”  Probate  Vol.  6,  p  181,  his  insentory, 
£374-10.  Bequeathed  to  brother  Robert  and  to  children  of  Edward  Turner  of  Middletown,  his  nephews  and 
nieces.  The  school  house  and  land  adjoining  was  to  go  to  the  Third  Church.  In  16S6  wife  Sarah,  who  was 
widov/ of  Robert  Potter,  bequeathed  £10  to  daughters  of  brother  Robert  Sanford  and  daughtersof  "my  sister 
Mary  Turner.” 

2.  ROBERT  b. - ;  m.  Elizabeth - 

In  1661  he  joined  the  Ancient  Artillery  Co.  of  Boston.  For  several  years  he  was  “surveyore  for  Bostone. 
Mentioned  in  brother  John’s  will  in  1676  and  in  John’s  wife’s  will  of  16S6;  also  in  deed  with  father  in  1678. 

3.  MARY  b. - ;  m.  Oct.  25,  1656,  Edward  Turner  (see  below) 

4.  THOMAS  b. - ;  m.  Elizabeth  Bracket;  he  d.  a  July,  1683  shed. 

He  was  a  merchant  in  Boston.  In  1678  he  bought  father’s  dwelling.  He  made  will  Sept.  10,  1681,  "being 
called  upon  a  Voyage  to  Sea.”  Inventory  filed  Aug.  7,  1683,  £361-03-00.  She  was  daughter  of  Peter  and  Marv 
Bracket  of  Boston. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Edward  Turner  b.  1633  m.  Mary  Sanford 

John  Turner  b.  1669  m.  Susannah  Merrills  b.  1677 

Thomas  Richards  b.  1694  m.  Abigail  Turner  b.  1697 

Dea.  John  Richards  b.  1730  m.  Mary  French  b. - 

Amos  Richards  b.  1759  m.  Lydia  Lewis  b.  1763 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  .Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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THE  SCOTT  FAMILY 


THOMAS  SCOTT 

ANN - 

b.  - 

d.  May  5,  1675 


b.  a  1603 

m. - 

d.  Nov.  6,  1643 
jc  a  40 


1643,  October.  Her  husband’s  spoken  will  on 
his  death  bed,  following  a  fatal  accident,  says:  “  I 
doe  give  to  my  wife  and  to  my  sonne  Thomas  the 
one  halfe  of  my  howse  and  halfc  of  my  barne  and 
halfe  my  howselott”  and  in  fact  one  half  of  all  the 
property.  "  I  doe  also  make  my  wife  Executrix. 
My  mynd  is  that  my  youngest  daughter  doe  re- 
mayne  with  my  wife  so  long  as  shee  seeth  meet.” 

1643,  Oct.  24.  Vol.  I,  p  23  T  V:  At  a  general 
town  meeting  is  shown:  ‘‘Widdow  Scot  Deter  to 
the  towne  eyght  shillings  fowre  pence  £0-8-4. ” 

1643,  Nov.  6.  At  the  probate  of  her  husband’s 
will  this  record  appears:  “The  Relict  of  the  Said 
Thomas  Scott,  with  the  appr’bacon  of  the  Court, 
hath  desired  John  Talcott,  Wm  Westwood,  Ed 
Stebbing  and  Andrew  Warner  to  assist  in  seeing 
the  Will  performed.” 

1644,  Nov.  7.  Vol.  1,  p  21  V  R,  Hartford: 
“Thomas  forde  was  maryed  to  Ann  Scott  wido  on 
the  Seventh  of  Now:  one  thousaind  Six  hundreth 
forty  &  fower.”  Thus  about  thirteen  months  after 
her  first  husband’s  death,  she  takes  for  second 
husband  Thomas  Ford  of  Windsor,  Conn.,  whose 
wife  had  died  at  Windsor  Apl.  18,  1643,  leaving 
4  children,  one  of  whom  married  Major  Aaron 
Cooke  and  another  Elder  John  Strong.  Ann’s  mar¬ 
riage  was  made  the  occasion  of  a  sort  of  double 
party  for  on  the  same  day  her  daughter  Mary 
Scott  was  married  to  Robert  Porter,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Farmington.  This  daughter  was 
the  first  to  marry,  so  that  the  other  three  children 
doubtless  accompanied  their  mother  to  her  new 
home  where  combined  forces  made  seven  children. 


1660.  Vol.  I,  p  873  Stiles:  “The  wife  of  Thom. 
Fford”  is  admitted  to  membership  in  the  Windsor 
Church.  Soon  after  this  the  family  moved  to 
Northampton,  Mass.,  and  it  was  here  that  they 


1603.  The  age  of  Thomas  Scott’s  children  and 
the  age  which  his  wife  attained  lead  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  he  was  born  about  1603  -  the  year 
when  James  VI  of  Scotland  became  King  of  Eng¬ 
land  and  Scotland  under  the  title  of  James  I. 

1634,  Aug.  4.  Vol.  I,  p  2  P  R,  Newtown,  Massa¬ 
chusetts:  “Lots  granted  in  Westend:  To  Tho. 
Scott  5  Ackrs.”  This  is  but  one  of  a  number  of 
grants  made  to  the  first  settlers  of  Newtown  which 
was  the  first  name  for  Cambridge.  So  far  as  known 
this  is  the  first  record  of  Thomas  Scott  in  America. 
Some  writers  have  confused  him  with  the  Thomas 
Scott  who  with  Mother,  aged  60,  (Martha  What- 
locke  Scott)  settled  in  Ipswich,  Mass.  They  are 
two  different  Thomases.  We  have  seen  no  verified 
record  as  to  where  our  Thomas  came  from,  though 
being  with  the  Braintree  Company  in  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  the  chances  are  that  his  antecedents  were 
in  the  region  of  Braintree,  England. 

1634,  Dec.  1.  P  3  Do:  “Lotts  Granted  in  west- 
end  ffeild:  To  Thomas  Scott  3  Ackrs.” 

1634/5,  Mch.  4.  Vol.  I,  p  113  M  B  C:  Thomas 
Scott  is  here  found  among  the  freemen  made  at 
Boston  today. 

1635,  Aug.  20.  Vol.  I,  p  4  P  R;  “Att  a  Gennerall 
Meeting  of  the  Whole  Towne,”  a  division  of  Fresh 
Pond  meadow  was  ordered  “acordmge  to  every 
mans  severall  proportion:  Tho  Scott  4.”  This 
means  4  acres  and  it  is  larger  than  a  majority  of 
those  in  the  list,  indicating  that  he  stood  high  in 
the  apportionment.  The  following  mutilated 
record  take.i  from  the  Proprietors  Record  book 
shows  the  home  lot. 

1635,  (  )  mbr.  Vol.  I,  P  17  P  R:  “Thomas 

Scott,  In  west  end  one  house  ....  and  planting 
ground  aboute  ffive  acker,  one  the  northeast  Tho 

Judd,  one  the _ the  highway  to  Wattertowne;” 

and  “moore  in  the  West  end  (field  aboute  three 
ackers”  .... 

1635,  Oct.  5.  P  17  Do:  '“Knowe  all  men  that 
Thomas  Scott  for  and  in  consideracon  of  a  certen 
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both  died.  There  were  no  children  by  the  second 
marriage. 

1675,  May  5.  Vol.  IV,  p  39  Savage:  Ann  and 
Thomas  Ford  lived  together  for  over  thirty  years 
and  then  died,  the  one  just  before  the  beginning 
and  the  other  just  following  the  close  of  King 
Philip’s  war.  He  died  Nov.  9,  16^6;  she  died 
eighteen  months  previously.  He  left  an  estate  of 
£369' 12' 10  -  “a  man  of  good  estate,  great  energy, 
and  a  devoted  friend  to  the  regicides  Goflfe  and 
Whalley.” 


some  of  monny . sould  unto  John  Russell 

all  the  right  he  had  in  three  ackers  of  land  lyeing 

the  west  end  .  in  the  bounds  of  Newtowne 

to  him  the  sd  . and  his  heirs  for  ever.” 

1635  6,  Feb’yS.  P6Do:  ”  It  is  further  ordered 
that  the  ground  lyeinge  between  Charls  Towne 
path  and  the  Comon  Pales  foremerly  aponted  to 
be  measurd  as  also  the  Remaynder  by  Water' 
towne  shalbee  thuse  devidid:  To  Tho.  Scott  3 
Ackrs.” 

1636,  June  1.  Vol.  I,  p  35  Trumbull:  From  the 
entry  following  it  is  fair  to  assume  that  Thomas 


Scott  was  in  Hartford  in  1636  and  this  is  good  proof  that  he  and  family  were  among  those  who  made 
the  overland  trip  from  Cambridge  to  Hartford  this  month.  They  took  about  two  weeks  for  the  journey 
and  all  that  time  had  nothing  but  the  canopy  of  heaven  for  cover.  They  drove  their  cows 
them  and  lived  largely  on  their  milk.  .Most  of  the  party  were  on  foot,  and  they  had  no  road^  or  bridges 
to  help  them.  Of  such  was  the  Pilgrim  material.  In  Hartford  the  First  Church  lists  Thomas  Scott  among 
its  first  members.  The  following  entry  from  the  earliest  town  records  shows  him  actively  at  wor  an 
indeed  all  the  records  show  that  he  led  an  active,  useful  life  during  his  short  sojourn  in  Hartford  of  only 

seven  years.  _ 

1636/7  Feb’y  21.  Vol.  1,  p  1 1  T  V,  Hartford:  “  Its  ordrd  that  Thomas  Scott  shall  keep  in  good 
the  bridg  over  the  brick  kill  swans  brooke  leading  to  the  mill  and  to  have  five  shillings  ^  ^ 

him  out  of  the  woork  he  is  to  doe  about  the  highwayes.”  At  this  meeting  also  It  is  ordered  that  the 
plantacon  nowe  called  Newtowne  shal  be  called  &  named  by  the  name  of  Harteford  Towne. 

1638  Apl.  5.  Vol.  I,  P  9  C  C:  ‘‘A  Ccn’all  Cort  at  Harteford”  orders  Mr.  Pincheon  to  pay  Mr  Whiting 
£40  for  Indian  corn  to  be  delivered  in  the  next  eighteen  days:  ”  It  is  ordered  that  these  nien 
shall  receive  the  Come  aforesaide  for  the  plantacons  according  to  their  prcporcon  agreed  on  Hen^ 
Wolcott  ye  younger  was  appointed  for  Windsor;  Edwarde  Stibben  and  Thomas  Scott  for  Harteford  For 
Wethersfeilde,  Mr.  Plum.  Pay  shall  goe  att  5s  6d  in  money,  in  wampum  att  3  a  penny,  6s  p  bushe  ,  o 
if  in  beaver  according  to  the  order  att  9s  p^  pounde.” 

1639,  Apl.  1 1.  P  24  Do:  His  is  one  of  the  first  juries  to  meet  in  the  Connecticut  Colony.  On  this  date 
Thomas  Scott  and  our  John  Steele  served  together  on  the  jury. 

1639,  Sept.  Vol.  I,  p  111  T  V:  "It  is  ordered  that  goodman  Scot  Clarke  &  good  Ely  shall 

mesure  the  Comon  pale  &  bringe  in  there  acount  to  the  townes.  ...  And  If  Tho  Scot  Jo  Clarke 
goodman  Ely  fayle  in  mesuring  wthin  the  time  set  (November  14th)  they  shall  forfit  5s  a  man  for  every 

of  them.”  r  ,  'Ti.  c 

1639,  Dec.  23.  P  13  T  V:  “Ther  was  allsoe  Chossen  Andrew  Warner,  Nathaniel  Vv  ard,  Thomas  Scott, 

and  two  others,  “to  veiw  the  ground”  [  ]•  .  . ,  j - 

1619 '40  Tan’v3  Vol  I  n  A  T  V:  “The  Names  of  such  Inhabitants  as  have  right  In  undivided  Lan  3. 

Under  tWs’ieading  121  peop/e  are  named  and  are  credited  with  3.2S1  Acres,  the  highest  being  16D  Acres 
Mfby  john  HayL  Esq  Thomas  Scott  is  19th  in  order  and  has  42  Acres,  which  rates  as  h,s  proport, on 

paid  for.  c  „ 

1639  40  Ian'vl6.  Vol.l,p34GC;  The  Court  appoints  Thomas  Scott  on  a  committee  of  six  to  vies 

thf  par/ if  Vnxus  Sepus  '[Farmingtonl  wch  may  be  suitable  for  a  plantation  and  to  report  their  doings 
at  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Court  on  Feb’y  20-‘,  att  10  o'clocke  in  the  morning. 

1639-40  lanuary.  Vol.  I,  p9  TV:  “  It  is  ffurther  ordrd  that  their  shalbee  A  dreyne  three  ffoote  wyde 

made  i'n  thfutL  mead^  thee  low  valley  ....  every  one  to  make  thorough  their  owne  land 
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....  and  James  Olmstcad  and  Thomas  Scott  are  to  apoint  &  order  tlic  same  how  deepe  and  wheare 
or  anny  thing  wch  may  concearne  the  same.”  The  following  entry  is  a  part  of  the  famous  record  of  John 
Steele,  the  town  clerk,  who  brought  into  Court  114  write  ups  of  all  the  land  holdings  of  Hartford  pro¬ 
prietors.  By  reason  of  these  holdings  Thomas  Scott  has  an  honored  place  on  the  founders’  monument 
behind  the  First  Church  in  Hartford.  His  house-lot  described  in  the  first  paragraph  was  on  the  road  from 
the  Meeting  House  to  the  Landing,  now  State  street,  and  it  extended  some  distance  on  State  street. 

1639  '40,  February.  Vol.  I,  p  65  L  R:  “Severall  parcells  of  Land  in  Hartford  upon  the  River  of  Conec- 
ticott  belonginge  unto  Thom:  Scott  &  to  his  heires  forever;  viz:  One  parcell  on  which  hisdwellinge  house 
now  Standeth  with  other  out  houses,  &  with  yards  &  gardens  therein,  Containinge  by  Estimacon  two 
acres  (more  or  Icsse);  whereof  he  sold  unto  James  Cole:  &  to  Thom:  Alcot  abuttinge  upon  the  high  way 
Lcadinge  from  the  river  to  the  North  Meadow  on  the  East  &  on  James  Coles,’&  Thom:  Allcotts  Land  on 
the  West  &  on  Willm  Pantryes  Land  on  the  South  &  on  the  high  way  Lcadinge  from  the  Little  meadow 
unto  the  meetinge  howsc  on  the  North.” 

Other  parcels  were,  each  greatly  condensed:  "One  parcell  of  one  acre  on  Little  meadow;  one  parcell  of 
2  acres  in  North  meadow;  one  parcell  of  21  acres  in  North  meadow;  one  parcell  of  18  acres  in  old  oxe 
pasture;  one  parcell  of  10  acres  in  the  cow  pasture;  one  parcell  of  3  acres  in  the  venturer  s  field,  one 
parcell  of  4  acres  on  east  side  Great  River;  one  parcell  of  5  acres  on  the  neck  of  land;  one  parcell  of  10 
acres  of  swamp  on  East  side;  one  parcell  of  2  acres  of  swamp  in  the  North  meadow.” 

1639  40,  Feb’y  6.  Vol.  I,  P  35  G  C:  At  “A  Prticular  Court,”  Thomas  Scott  is  a  debtor  to  the  estate 
of  Mr.  John  Oldam’s  to  the  amount  of  18  shillings. 

1640,  July  17.  P  49  Do:  ‘‘Whereas  there  was  an  Order  of  Court  made  for  the  vewing  of  the  hie  waie 
leading  fro  Hartford  to  Wyndsor,”  amongst  others,  ‘‘there  was  appoynted  James  Boosy  and  John  Plum, 
who  have,  according  to  direction  of  Court,  vewed  the  same;  and  that  p^te  \v=*‘  was  shewed  us  by  Tho:  Scott, 
w"**  lyeth'  betweene  Hartford  Towne  and  the  lyne  w'^*'  devid  betweene  yt  and  Wyndsor,  we  find  to  be 
mended  sufficiently,  so  as  men  may  both  ryde  and  goe  one  foote,  and  make  drifte  of  Cattle  comfortablie: 
but  that  parte  in  Wyndsor  bound  was  nothing  done  when  wee  v'ewed  yt,  w'^*'  was  about  the  seavententh 
of  July,  1640.” 

1640,  Nov.  9.  Vol.  I,  p  52  T  V:  On  the  occasion  when  our  Matthew  Marvin  and  John  Brunson  were 
fined  5s  for  ‘‘putting  over  of  ther  hoges  over  the  greate  river  wthout  order  ....  Thoms  Scott  & 
will  perker  wer  to  iudg  what  harmes  they  had  done  &  to  have  five  shillings  for  ther  payncs.” 

1640/41,  Jan’y  11.  P  52  Do:  ‘‘Tho  Skoote,”  Will  Lewis,  et  al,  were  made  committee  to  ‘‘suervey  & 
estimatte”  the  land  on  the  East  side  of  the  Great  River. 

1641,  May  3.  P  65  Do:  ‘‘  It  is  ordered  that  the  ditch  yt  was  apoynted  to  be  made  in  the  litell  medow 
but  bie  som  hath  bene  neckleckted  thow  bie  other  Doone,  and  ther  neckleckt  is  ffownd  to  be  verie  preg- 
udyseall  to  manie  it  is  therfore  ordered  that  whooe  Soever  hath  not  done  his  one  sofyaentlie  as  it  snail  be 
Judged  bie  William  Pantrie  and  thomas  scott  and  in  that  plase  wher  they  apoynt  it  and  allso  the  maner 
of  it  for  bredth  and  depeth  before  the  15"'  of  maie  shall  paie  the  penalltye  of  Is:  6d  p  rod.” 

1641  a.  P  58  Farmington  Hist  (1841):  Rev.  W.  S.  Porter  places  Thomas  Scott  as  one  of  the  original 
proprietors  of  Farmington  who,  however,  did  not  settle  there.  According  to  his  will,  however,  he  had  at 
least  planted  corn  there  and  built  a  barn  and,  had  he  lived,  would  doubtless  have  moved  thither.  Farrn- 
ington  was  far  West  in  those  days  for  the  English;  but  not  for  the  French  w'ho  it  is  reported  reached,  this 
year  by  way  of  Canada,  even  to  the  Falls  of  St.  Mary,  between  Lakes  Superior  and  Huron. 

1641,  Dec.  9.  Vol.  I,  p  84  G  C:  Thomas  Scott  is  on  the  jury  of  12  men  at  a  Particular  Court.  Five 
cases  were  heard.  One  was  for  a  debte  to  the  damage  of  100  C. 

1641  '2,  Jan’y  18.  Vol.  I,  P  17  T  V:  ‘‘Thease  men  be  ffownd  indebted  to  the  towne  as  followeth:  Thomas 
Skott  debter  to  the  towne  upon  acowmtes  IZ-ls-lOd.” 
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1641/2,  Jan’y  26.  P  15  Do:  With  John  Talcott,  Thomas  Scoot  is  chosen  committee  to  recompence 
Edw.  Ellner  for  part  of  his  lot  taken  for  a  highway. 

1641  '2,  Feb’y  18.  P  18  Do:  “The  fence  at  the  farder  ende  of  the  north  medow  is  ordered  after  this 
manner  as  foloweth:  goodman  church  is  to  fenc  from  the  great  river  to  the  end  of  that  wliich  was  John 
marshes;”  next  to  him  “william  Phillips  is  to  doe  four  rods;”  next  to  him  “Thomas  scot  hath  16  rods.”  .  .  . 

1643,  June  1.  Vol.  I,  p  104  G  C:  “At  a  P'ticuler  Court,  Tho:  Scotte”  is  on  the  jury,  our  John  Bissell 
and  Nathaniel  Foote  being  members  also.  Eleven  suits  were  heard  and  settled. 

1643,  Oct.  24.  Vol.  I,  p  22  T  V:  “It  was  further  orderd  the  same  tim  yt  wliam  weasthod,  John  Talcot, 
wil  pantry,  Thomas  scot,  wth  mr.  Steel  shall  survey  wher  it  is  fittest  plac  to  fenc  the  medows  and  swamps 
over  the  great  river  and  ordar  evry  man  his  proportion.”  A  certain  day  between  this  and  Nov.  6th  was 
a  very  sad  day  for  the  Scott  family  and  the  young  Colony  for  Thomas  Scott’s  useful  life  was  brought  sud¬ 
denly  to  a  close  because,  as  the  record  goes,  he  was  “killed  careless  by  John  Ewe,”  for  which  Ewe  was 
fined  £5  to  the  Colony  and  £10  to  the  widow.  After  being  wounded  Scott  made  nuncup.  will,  held  good  by 
the  Court,  though  incomplete,  as  not  naming  any  overseers.  He  provided  for  wife  Ann,  and  children 
Thomas,  Mary,  Sarah  and  Elizabeth. 

1643,  Nov.  6.  Vol.  1,  p  71  G  C:  “The  last  Will  and  Testament  of  Tho:  Scott  of  Hartford,  deceased,  as 
yt  was  sp>oken  by  him  to  Edward  Stebbing  and  Tymothy  Standly,  who  were  sent  for  by  him  for  that  end, 
to  who  he  expressed  his  Will  as  followeth: 

“I  doe  give  to  my  wife  and  to  my  sonne  Thomas,  the  one  halfe  of  my  howse  and  halfe  of  my  barne 
and  halfe  of  my  howselott:  1  doe  also  give  unto  them  my  two  lotts  in  the  North  meadow  and  my  lott  in 
the  litle  meadow,  as  also  the  swamps  at  both  ends.  I  doe  in  like  manner  give  unto  them  all  my  come  in 
my  howse  and  barns,  both  here  at  Hartford  and  at  Tunxis  Cepus,  as  also  two  Cowes  and  my  two  elder 
Steeres,  and  five  Hoggs,  wth  halfe  my  howshold  stuffe.  1  doe  also  give  them  my  Carts  and  ploughs,  and 
the  tacklin  belonging  to  the.  And  my  mynd  is  that  if  my  sonne  Tho:  depart  this  life  before  my  wife,  at 
his  death  that  the  one  halfe  of  the  meadow  &  catle  and  howshold  stuff  before  given  to  him  and  my  wife 
shall  be  equally  divided  betwixt  my  other  children  then  living;  and  my  mynd  is  that  my  wife  shall  'nave 
power  at  her  death  to  dispose  of,  and  give  away,  the  other  halfe  of  that  wch  is  given  to  her  and  my  sonne, 
as  shee  seeth  fitt,  except  my  howseing  and  Land,  wch  my  mynd  is,  shall  then  com  to  the  rest  of  my  chil¬ 
dren  at  the  death  of  the  longest  liver  of  my  wife  or  my  sonne  Thomas. 

“  I  doe  also  make  my  wife  Executrixe,  to  receive  and  pay  my  debts:  and  my  mynd  is,  that  my  youngest 
daughter  doe  remayne  wth  my  wife  so  long  as  shee  seeth  meet,  &  wth  the  advice  of  those  that  oversee 
my  will. 

“My  mynd  also  is  that  all  my  daughters  be  disposed  of  both  in  service  and  mariedge  by  my  wife  and 
overseers,  and  that  my  daughters  shall  receive  their  portions  ether  at  the  day  of  their  mariedge  or  at 
twenty  years  of  age,  w^''  shall  first  happen,  my  m>’nd  being  that  all  the  remaynder  of  my  estate  wch  is  not 
by  this  my  will  given  to  my  wife  and  sonne  Thomas  (after  my  debts  are  discharged)  shall  be  equally 
divided  among  them.  The  youngest  daughter  to  remain  with  her  Mother,  and  the  boy  Servant  to  con¬ 
tinue  with  the  Relict  dc  son  Thomas. 

“The  sume  and  substance  of  this  was  exprssed  by  Tho:  Scott  aforesaid  in  the  presence  of  us.  But 
before  he  had  named  the  overseers  of  his  will,  the  Lo:  pleased  to  put  an  end  to  his  life  and  prvented  him 
in  that  and  what  els  he  would  have  said,  and  therefore  the  Relict  of  the  said  Thomas  w'*'  the  app^bacon 
of  the  Court  hath  desiered  John  Talcott,  W"’:  Westwood,  Ed:  Stebbing  and  Andrew  Warner  to  assist  in 
seeing  the  will  of  the  dead  pTormed.  And  these  Overseers,  understanding  fro  these  that  are  the  witnesses 
of  his  w'ill,  that  he  often  expressed  that  his  mynd  w’as  his  wife  and  sonne  Thomas  should  be  comfortably 
prvided  for,  finding  that  no  p'^vission  is  made  for  fuell  or  fireing,  doe  thinke  fitt  and  very  agreable  to  the 
mynd  of  the  deceased,  though  pWented  by  death  fro  exp'sseing  himselfe  in  that  p''ticuler,  wch  yet  they 
leave  to  the  consideration  and  confirmation  of  the  Court,  That  the  Widdow  &  Thomas  should  have 
liberty  to  cutt  &  fetch  fire-wood  for  their  owne  use  out  of  that  field  comonly  cauled  the  Adventurers 
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field,  untill  the  other  children,  or  some  for  them,  do  divert  yt  to  such  implement  as  will  receave  priudice 
if  this  liberty  should  be  continued;  and  that  they  should  have  liberty  to  cutt  &  fetch  any  such  fucll  for 
their  ownc  use  out  of  that  pcecc  of  ground  caulcd  the  ox  pasture,  dureing  ech  of  their  naturall  lives.  They 
also  thinke  fitt  and  agreable  to  the  mynd  of  the  deceased,  that  the  boy  searvant  shall  continue  wth  the 
Relict  of  the  said  Thomas,  dureing  his  tyme.  All  wch  they  leave  to  the  consideration  and  confirmation 
of  the  Court,  if  they  approve  thereof.” 

1643/4,  Jan’y  6.  P  72  Do:  ‘‘A  Inventory  of  the  goods  of  Tho:  Scott  deceased,  taken  January  the  6th 
1643,  delivered  to  the  Wydoe  Scott  for  her  use: 


One  fetlierbcd  &  fether  boulster  ...... 

one  greene  Rug  &  Coverlid  .  .  •  . 

one  p^re  of  sheets  &  pillowe  15s,  one  bedsteed  &  curtens  2£  10s 
2  fyne  pillow  beers  12s,  in  wearing  cloaths  that  were  her  husbands  5£,  2 
40  pownd  of  cotton  wooll  1£  6s  8d,  3  sawes  1£  . 

1  match  locke  muskett  13s  4d,  1  sword,  1  p're  of  bandalers  9s  2d 
in  brueing  vessells,  barrells,  2  churns,  tabell  .... 

In  the  lenetoc,  potts,  pans,  vessells  &  other  implements 
In  the  Seller  without  dores,  dyet  vessells  ..... 

1  grinston  &  winch  6s,  I  great  bible  &  other  smale  books  1  £ 

19  lines  of  other  household  things,  &.c  ....  . 


chests  12s 


'Goods  of  Tho;  Scotts  sett  aparte  for  his  3  daughters: 

3  p're  of  flaxen  sheets,  2  p^re  tow  sheets  ..... 

1  flaxen  tabell  cloath,  2  fine  pillobcrs  1  £  4s,  2  boxes  8s 
In  the  little  chamber,  1  fether  bed  ...... 

1  bed  kasc,  1  bedsted  19s,  2  fether  bolsters,  1  pillow,  1  blanket,  2/  8s  4d 
In  the  garret,  1  fether  bed,  1  fether  bolster,  1  fether  pillow 
1  spit  &  tremell,  1  smothing  iron  ...... 

1  snaphanc  smale  peece  15s,  1  cok  mach  musket  13s  4d 
1  rapier,  2  p'^re  of  bandelets  ....... 

12  lines  of  other  household  goods,  &c  ..... 


"Come  for  the  Widdowe  Scott,  at  Sepose  &  Hartford 
2  Cowes  for  W'ydow  Scott,  at  Sepose 
2  Steers  16£,  2  hoggs  9£  .... 


1  coverlitt  1/  10s 


:  3. 
3. 
3. 
6. 
2. 
1. 
2. 
2. 
1 . 
1 . 
23. 


5.0 
0.0 
5.0 
4  0 
6.8 
2.6 
6.0 
3  0 
0.0 
6  0 
0.1 


£48-18-3 


5.0 
12  0 
10  0 
17.4 
3.12.0 
0.  6  0 
8.4 
10.8 
1.9 


1. 

0. 

7. 


£27. 

30. 

10. 

25. 


3.1 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 


£65.  0.0 


"For  the  three  daughters: 

2  Steers  12£,  1  Cow  5£,  1  mare  8£,  2  calfs  3£  6s  4^28. 


4  hoggs,  3  piggs 


"  The  Wydowes  Some  £65 . 00 
The  daughters  33.11 


Totall  £174.12.4 
besides  Carts  &  3  Ploughs" 

1643/4,  Feb’y  14.  Vol.  I,  p  118  G  C:  “The  Jury  find  that  John  Ewe,  by  misadventure,  was  the  cause 
of  the  death  of  Tho;  Scott.  The  said  John  Ewe  is  fyned  to  pay  five  pownd  to  the  Country  and  ten  pownd 
to  the  Wyddowe  Scotte.” 

1652/3,  Mch.  9.  Vol.  II,  p  123  L  R,  S  S  O:  “The  copy  of  a  Deed  of  Sale  made  and  recorded  from 
Mary  Porter  and  Sarah  Standly  and  Elizabeth  Loomis,  all  of  Farmingtown,  of  Severall  Prcells  of  Land, 
wth  a  dwelling  howse  &  other  outhouses  &  home  lott,  unto  Thomas  Cadwell,  of  Hartford,  wthin  the 
Jurisdiction  of  Connecticut,  &  his  heyres  for  ever: 

“This  prsent  writing,  made  the  ninth  of  March,  in  the  yeare  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  Six  hundred 
fifty  two,  Wittnesth:  That  whereas,  Thomas  Scott,  sometime  of  Hartford,  upon  Connecticute  Ryver, 
did  give  &  bequeath  unto  his  wife  &  unto  his  senne  Thomas  Scott,  by  his  Last  will  &  testament,  one  mes' 
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sage  or  tenement  wth  a  barne  &  other  out  houses,  &  also  a  house  wth  the  yard  or  garden  therein  contained, 
wch  liouse  lott  is  esteemed  two  acres  (bee  it  more  or  less),  abutting  the  highway  Leading  from  the  little 
river  to  the  North  meadow  on  the  East,  dc  on  a  highway  Leading  from  that  highway  to  the  meeting  house 
on  the  North,  &  on  John  Pantress  Land  on  the  South,  &  on  Thomas  Mason  Land  on  the  west.  And  one 
prcell  of  meadow  wth  the  swamp  adjoyning,  lying  in  the  North  meadow,  esteemed  two  acres  two  roods 
&  twenty  Seven  perches  (bee  it  more  or  lesse),  abutting  on  John  .Mainards  Land  on  the  south,  &  on  the 
great  river  on  the  East;  and  one  prcell  more  Lying  in  the  North  meadow,  of  meadow  &  swamp,  esteemed 
twenty  &  one  acres  three  rood  &  eighteen  perches  (more  or  lessel,  abutting  on  Bartholomew  Barnards 
Land  on  the  south  &  on  William  Wadsworth  Land  on  the  North;  And  one  prcell  of  meddow,  esteemed 
one  acre  (bee  it  more  or  less)  abutting  on  the  highway  Leading  to  the  Landing  place  on  the  North  &  on 
John  Pantrees  Land  on  the  South;  And  one  prcell  Lying  in  the  old  oxe  pasture,  esteemed  eighteen  acres; 

And  one  prcell  lying  for  cowe  pasture,  esteemed  thirty  acres  (bee  it  more  or  lesse);  .... 
And  one  prcell  Lying  in  the  Venturer  feild,  esteemed  sixe  acres  twenty  eight  perches  (bee  it  more  or 
lesse) ;  .  .  .  .  And  one  prcell  Lying  in  the  neck  of  Land,  esteemed  five  acres  twenty  four  perches  (bee 
it  more  or  lesse);  ....  All  wch  prcclls  of  Land  6c  halfe  the  buildings,  &  halfe  the  howse  lott,  the  said 
Thomas  Scott  bequeathed  to  his  said  wife  &  to  his  sonne  Thomas  Scott  during  the  time  of  the  naturall 
life  of  both  of  them,  &  after  their  decease  unto  his  daughters,  Mary  Scott,  Sarah  Scott  &  Elizabeth  Scott, 
to  them  &  their  heirs  forever. 

“Now  know  yee,  that  these  prsents  wittnesseth,  that  the  day  of  the  date  hereof  the  said  Mary  Porter, 
&  Sarah  Standly,  &  Elizabeth  Loomis,  wth  the  consent  of  every  of  their  husbands,  viz.,  Robert  Porter, 
John  Standly,  &  John  Loomis,  all  now  or  late  of  ffarmington,  in  consideration  of  the  summe  of  forty  five 
pounds  by  us  in  hand  received  &  a  bill  of  debt  given  to  us  bearing  date  the  day  of  the  date  of  these  prsents, 
have  given,  granted,  bargained  and  sold  all  and  singular  those  prcells  of  Land,  dwelling  house  6c  other 
buildings  on  the  premises  before  expressed,  and  were  given  to  us  by  our  (fathers  will,  is  in  reversion  after 
the  death  of  our  mother,  now  Anne  fford,  6c  after  the  decease  of  our  said  Brother  1  homas  Scott,  unto 
Thomas  Cadwell,  of  Hartford,  for  ever  without  molestation  from  the  said  Robert  Porter  or  Mary  his 
wife,  or  from  John  Standley  or  Sarah  his  wife,  or  from  John  Loomys  or  Elizabeth  his  wife,  or  from  any 
other  person  or  persons,  from  the  time  of  the  decease  of  our  said  mother  6c  Brother  for  ever. 

“It  is  also  agreed  upon  by  the  prties  abovesaid,  tnat  if  the  said  Thomas  Scott  shall  survive  his  mother, 
Ann  fford,  &  that  the  said  Thomas  Scott  shall  be  left  by  the  overseers  of  the  will  to  be  paid  for  and  inain' 
tained  by  his  Brothers  6c  Sisters,  either  all,  or  by  any  of  them,  6c  that  the  said  Thomas  Cadwell  shall  pay 
eight  pounds  by  the  yeare  during  the  terme  of  his  naturall  life  for  every  yeare  or  part  of  a  yeare,  then  we 
doc  bind  ourselves  to  free  the  Land  from  any  charges  or  claymes  for  the  maintenance  of  the  said  Thomas 
Scott  during  the  terme  of  his  naturall  life. 

Witness:  Edward  Stebbin  Mary  X  Porter  John  Loomis 

John  Steele  John  Standly  Elizabeth  X  Loomis 

Sarah  X  Standly  Robert  Porter” 

1665/6,  Feb’y  16.  Vol.  I,  p  62  T  V:  “  It  was  testified  by  the  Committee  that  the  names  of  the  persons 
mentioned  and  the  number  of  acres  there  set  to  them  is  the  true  division  of  the  uppland  on  the  East  side 
the  great  river  ....  it  beeing  allso  testified  that  the  Length  of  the  said  Lotts  was  to  bee  three  miles 
and  that  thereby  the  number  of  acres  above  said  are  trebled.”  Though  dead  now  for  over  22  years  Thomas 
Scott  is  set  down  for  42  acres,  the  same  figures  as  he  had  in  1639. 

1666,  June  12.  Vol.  I,  p  545  Dist:  In  a  drawing  for  lots  beginning  “next  Windsor  bownds  on  the  East 
side  ye  river,”  Thomas  Scott  and  three  others  are  recorded  as  having  drawn  together  270  acres. 


CHILDREN 

(all  born  in  England) 

1.  THOMAS  b.  1624;  he  d.  1657,  as  33 

He  was  infirm  in  mind  and  body  as  would  appear  from  deed  above  of  Mch.,  1652/3.  He  did  not  marry. 
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2.  ELIZABETH  b.  1626;  m.  Feb’y  3,  164S,  9,  Dea.  John  Loomis  (see  below) 

3.  MARY  b. - ;  m.  Nov.  7,  1644,  Robert  Porter;  she  d.  after  husband  he  d.  a  Sept.,  16S9,  a;  a  66 

Tliey  were  married  on  same  day  as  second  marriage  of  Mary’s  mother.  They  were  of  Farmington;  his  inv’y, 
£253'00'01;  six  children  named. 

4.  SARAH  b. - ;  m.  Dec.  5,  1645,  Capt.  John  Stanley;  she  d.  June  26,  1661  he  d.  Dec.  19.  1706,  ae  82 

They  were  of  Fannington.  He  m  (2)  Apl.  20,  1663,  Sarah  Stoddard  and  by  her  had  two  children.  She  d. 
May  15,  1713.  His  inventory  was  £360'07'01 ;  has  ancient  gravestone  at  Farmington.  He  was  brother  of  our 
Ruth  Stanley  Moore;  represented  his  town  at  the  General  Court  in  47  sessions. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Dea.  John  Loomis  b.  1622  m.  Elizabeth  Scott  b.  1626 

Dea,  John  Loomis  b.  1649  m.  Mary - b. 

Dea.  John  Buell  b.  1671  m.  Mary  Loomis  b.  1679 

Capt.  Solomon  Buell  b.  1715  m.  Eunice  Griswold  b.  1721 

Ira  Buell  b.  1745  m.  Prudence  Deming  b.  1741 

Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitablc  Buell  b.  1774 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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RICHARD  SEXTON 

SARAH  COOK 
b.  - 

d.  June  13,  1674 


b.  1621 

ni.  Apl.  16,  1647 
d.  May  3,  1662 
as  41 


1662,  Sept.  11.  Sarah  Sexton  was  appointed 
by  the  Court  administrator  of  her  husband’s 
estate,  he  having  died  intestate  at  Windsor  -  “Ad¬ 
ministration  to  the  Relict.’’  She  had  probably 
come  to  America  with  her  brother  Nathaniel  Cook, 
a  prominent  citizen  of  Windsor,  Ct.,  who  was 
later  both  an  appraiser  and  an  overseer  of  her 
estate.  In  1649  he  married  Lydia  Vore  of  Windsor, 
daughter  of  our  Richard  Vore,  and  he  was  made 
a  freeman  on  May  16,  1650. 

1664,  April  4.  Vol.  I,  p  207  L  R,  Windsor:  Here 
is  recorded  a  sale  by  widow  Sarah  Saxton  to 
Thomas  Barber  of  a  nine  acre  home-lot  bounded 
North  on  land  of  William  Buell,  East  on  the  top 
of  the  bank  by  land  of  John  Williams,  South  by 
highway  and  West  by  land  of  Samuell  Buell.  In 
this  year  of  1664,  says  Stiles,  Widow  Sexton  was 
residing  in  the  William  Filley  place  which  her 
husband  had  bought  in  1653. 

1669/70,  Mch.  9.  Vol.  XXI,  p  194  CH  S:  “Wid- 
dowe  sexstine’’  reports  four  persons  in  her  house 
and  no  corn. 

1674,  June  13.  Vol.  I,  p  50  B  M  D,  Windsor: 
“The  Widow  Saxton  Dyed  and  was  buried  June 
13th:  1674.”  Also  on  page  69  of  Rev.  Mathew 
Grant’s  Church  record,  immediately  following  her 
husband’s  death-record  is  this:  “his  wife  Sara 
dyed  Juen  13,  1674.”  The  death  is  also  recorded 
in  the  Probate  Records.  Six  persons  died  in  Wind¬ 
sor  in  1674  says  the  Church  record.  Like  her 
husband  Richard  she  died  intestate. 

1674,  July  8.  Vol.  Ill,  p  125  C  C:  “An  Inven¬ 
tory  of  the  estate  of  the  Widow  Saxton  of  Windsor 
who  dyed  June  13:’74.  The  Inventory  was  taken 
July  8:  74: 

Imp"^  The  dwelling  house  &  land  about 
it  1  Acre  &  34  prized  .  .  £24'00'00 


1621.  We  accept  the  following  sailboat  record 
as  giving  the  correct  age  of  Richard  Sexton.  If  14 
in  1635  he  was  born  in  1621.  We  find  many  cases 
in  these  ancieiit  records  of  young  people  of  tender 
years  crossing  to  the  New  World  unaccompanied 
by  parents.  No  doubt,  however,  most  of  them 
were  vouched  for  by  relatives  or  family  friends. 

1635,  July.  PlOSHotten:  “Theis  under  written 
names  are  to  be  transported  to  N.  England  im- 
barqued  in  the  Blesswg,  John  Lester  M'';  the  pties 
have  brought  Cert:  from  the  Ministrs  &  Justices 
of  their  conformetie  in  Religion,  &  that  they  are 
no  Subsidy  Men.”  Such  is  the  contract  and  the 
pledge  under  which  “Richard  Sexton,  age  14” 
embarks  from  London  for  America  with  30  fellow 
passengers.  Sexton  is  a  common  name  in  England, 
especially  in  Yorkshire,  but  so  far  as  we  know  no 
one  has  connected  Richard  with  his  home  town  or 
ancestors.  In  the  next  item  that  we  find  concern¬ 
ing  him  he  has  reached  the  age  of  twenty  and  he 
is  a  resident  of  Windsor,  Conn.,  with  sufficient 
capital  to  buy  a  house  and  lands  as  follows: 

1640/1,  Jan’y  11.  Vol.  I,  p  37  L  R,  Windsor: 
“Richard  Saxton  hath  purchased  the  house  Lott 
of  Micaiel  Tryes  with  the  howse  &  either  there 
appurtinances  in  valluation  half  an  acre  more  or 
Less  Bounded  by  the  Land  of  Matthias  Senchon 
south  west,  by  the  Land  of  William  Hill  north 
west,  &  there  is  in  breadth  Sixe  rod  by  the  Street 
south  east,  &  is  there  in  Breadth  seven  rodd 
north  east  by  a  highway  forever.”  This  homestead 
was  on  the  west  side  of  the  street  in  the  Palisado, 
a  little  north  of  the  ancient  burying  ground.  The 
other  pieces  mentioned  in  the  record  were  “over 
ye  river  a  piece,  bought  of  Bagget  Egleston,  tenn 
rods  wide  and  three  miles  long;”  three  pieces 
bought  of  Richard  Weller  -  one  his  home  lot  of 
five  acres;  another  of  one  and  one-half  acres  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  highway;  and  the  third  of 
thirty  acres  on  the  north  side  of  the  riverlet;  two 
acres  bought  of  Isaac  Shelding,  bounded  west  by 
Anthony  Howkins;  besides  two  and  one-half 


652 


'  n  • 


YJIMA^  W 

bifnoi  JGodliM  ^twollol  sdi  Jqx>38  sW  .l£d{ 
^111  .noinS  tnerblH  )o  ^  i39TK»  arts  ^hrig  ts 
oua  '<ncm  bnA  %W  .I£dl  ni  mod  «bw  ^  SCdl  xtl 
idbnsl  \o  alqooq  gnuox^o  zbyojn  Jnoisrui  serit  ni  i 
Ljineqmososnu  bhoW  w^M  sriJ  q3  grUaim  nsax 
msd]  )o  }2orn  ,i9vawod  ,}duob  old  .cJn^iaq 
.^bnoH)  xlifnsl  io  eavi^fibi  yd  lol  badauov 

n«Jhw  labnu  wmIT*’  rnaJJoHSOn  .ylu^,2tdl 
<ni  bnslgn3  M  ca  banoqanoiJ  ad  ca  nm  wnen 
»bq  isYsaJ  ndoV  adJ  ni  biupTod 

A  nitiniM  irO  moil  :}tO  )dguend  r/«d 
31A  yarii  iBtU  A  ^oigihA  ni  :*i]vmolnoo  iridi  \o 
9(ii  ))ns  nBTinoo  Mb  ai  '/tiiduP.  on 

'>1  ags  .nosjoZ  bifid*>i8"  i!}bnu  agboiq 

vtrofhft  Ot  rtJi'Jif  aahamA  lol  nnbnoJ  moil  atfindmo 
.baBlgnS  ni  oman  nommoo  a  «  ncixa2  mgttaMoq 
on  wonsi  »w  ta  ot  tutS  ^oiirkfhoY  ni  yllKbaqm 
10  rrvat  ofnori  fiii  dliwv  bisd^H  botvannoo  ttd  ano 
'ntaonoj  bnd  aw  jadi  mati  )xaa  adi  nl  .ttoiiaMUt 
ad  bnc  yinawi  >o  aga  adl  barbaui  md  ad  mid  gni 
inahrfbut  rtiiw  ,.RnoO  .loefaniW  lo  Inabicti  •  d 
:twolk>t  tM  ebnef  bna  wood  •  yud  oj  lailqaa 

;ioibniW  J  TC  q  ,I  .loV  .11  ^nat  J'  O^I 
iioJ  aeuod  adi  ba2iidouiq  dtsd  nasx»2  budaiH** 
aiarb  ladJb  A  acwod  adi  ibiw  nyiT  laiaaiM  lo 
JO  aiom  ar>6  na  llad  nobauUav  ni  taooanintiqqa 
nodona2  caidlioM  lo  bfiaJ  adi  yd  babnuo8  «*xJ 
rbion  IliH  mnilliW  lo  bnaJ  adi  yd  «t<bw  dluoi 
JyntZ  adi  yd  bm  axi^  dibaond  ni  ai  aiadi  A  .it9w 
bboi  navae  ibbayiQ  ni  aiadi  al  A  ,t*o»  dnioi 
baalaamod  xldT  ".tavaidi  yowdgid  a  yd  laaa  rbton 
.obMila^  adi  ni  adi  lo  abU  mw  adi  no  «aw 
adT  .bnuoig  gniyiud  Inabns  adi  lo  itofin  aiiiil  a 
tavo**  aiaw  bioaai  adi  ni  banoiinam  Moaiq  imIjo 
nna)  ,nolaalg3  laggafl  lo  Jdguod  .aaalq  a  mh  ay 
aaaatq  aaidi  **;gn^  xaiim  aaidi  bna  abiw  tb«i 
lo  lof  vnod  dd  aoo  >  lalbW  binibi8  \o  Idgtiad 
no  eaiac  llcdoano  bna  ano  lo  ladiona  :avm  avB 
lo  tniib  adi  bna  ;yBwdgid  aib  lo  abia  aiiioqqo  adi 
orjrj  :ialir/h  adJ  lo  abia  dnon  adi  mraaDa  ylddf 
yd  rea-AT  babnuod  .gnibladS  aaail  lo  idguod  ema 
llaiKano  bna  owl  aabiaad  ;?nbiwoi'l  ynodmA 


t  nimts 

rxa8  HHT  .  - 

l£dl  .d  _  XqTX32,a;iA101il 

TMI  .IqA  Ml  XOOD  HA8A2 

£ddl  ,C  yaM  .b  "  *  '  * - .d 

%  kVd!  .€1  9nu(.  .b 

balnioqqe  ar«  noIxaS  doiaS  .11  JqjP  ,£ddl 
t'bnadmtl  lad  lo  loioneinimbs  nuO  adi  yd 
‘bA  **  -  vittfcniW  la  aiasaaini  baib  jnh/Bd  ad  ,alBlaa 
yfdadoiq  bad  ad2  **.ia4ia^  adi  oi  noiisiiainim 
.}ioi.v>49lftaibald  larboa  I  r»d  diiw  aohamA  ol  amoo 
ttw  odw  ,.j3  .loabniW  V)  ftarijb  inanimoiq  a 
lad  lo  laattavo  na  bna  laaiinqqa  na  rliod  laid 
,iodMdWloaioV  xibyj  bahiam ari  nl  .atalaa 
abam  aaw  ad  bna  ,arroV  biaibi^  wo  lo  laidguab 

.O^dl  ^1  yaM  no  nanrni)  a 

aiaH  iToabniW  ,8  J  VOS  q  ,I  .loV  >  IhqA  ,>ddl 
01  naJxaZ  litJoZ  wob)w  yd  alaa  a  babiooai  d 
babnuod  ioUamod  ai  jc  anin  a  lo  iadia8  aamodT 
qoi  adJ  no  laaB  .UaiiO  mailiiW  lo  tnol  no  diiold 
yd  d)iJo2  .amailliW  ndol,  >o  bnal  yd  jlnad  adi  lo 
nl  JlauB  Ibumn2  lo  bnai  yd  JaaW  boa  ycwdgid 
caw  noJxaS  wobiW  ,xaU)2  xyaa  ,MdI  lo  laay  ddJ 
nd  daiifw  aaalq  yaliH  iruiiUiW  adJ  ni  gnibUaa 
Xidl  ni  Jrigtiod  bad  bnadaud 

-biW  :aHD>«Iq.IXX.IoV  .QjbM.OV\Wdl 
aaiiod  lad  ni  anociaq  wol  anoqai  "anifcxaa  awob 

jnoa  on  bna 

notbniW  .Q  M  8  W  q  .1  .loV  .Cl  anut  >VdI 
anu(.  bahud  *ew  bna  bayO  imixaZ  wobiW  adT** 
wadiaM  .'mil  lo  Od  agaq  no  odA  **.^Vdt  ;rbC( 
Tad  gnhwolbl  ybiaibanvni',bioaai  rbwdD  a’lnaiO 
cica  aliw  aid**  ;ddl  ti  bioaai-diaab  I'bnadawi 
babMon  oda  d  diaab  adT  *'.KdI  ,CI  nau),  bayb 
'bniW  nl  baib  tnonaq  xi2  ’.ibiooa>l  aJadot8  adi  nl 
tad  a^U  .b*Kxm  dawtO  a/li  tyai  fVdl  ni  loa 
.alBialnl  baib  ada  biad^  bnadairi 

M»fa\  nA"  :0  D  Ml  q  ,ni  loV  .8  yl«l  >Vdl  ‘ 
loabniW  lo  noixaS  wobiW  adllo  atalxa  adilo  yiot 
nadai  taw  yioinavni  adT  .fr;Ct  aiuit  bayb  odw 
-  :>V  :8  yhii. 

fuoila  UmI  a  MiiQd  inUlawb  atfT  *qtitl 
(KM]04n  bMliq  H  d  vtsA  I  »l 


THE  SEXTON  FAMILY 


653 


on  the  easterly  side  the  High  way 

2  Acres  not  inclosed,  on  it  Georg  San¬ 
ders  hath  built  a  house  set  at  £02'00'00 

on  the  east  side  of  the  great  River  above 
namerock  12  rod  in  bredth,  in  length 

3  miles  set  at  .  .  .  05-00-00 

Aliso  at  Podunck  a  strap  of  Land  by  the 

river  side,  5  acres  .  .  OS-00-00 

Aliso  she  bought  John  Pettibones  right 
in  Ten  Acres  Granted  him  of  the 
Town  but  never  measured  out  01-10-00 

for  2  Cowes  &  a  yerling  heifer,  sett  at  09-00-00 
One  swine  prized  at  .  01-00-00 

For  things  within  house,  hir  wareing 
cloathes  all  together  01-16-00 

In  some  debts  oweing  to  the  State  It  can 
be  gotton  in  .  03-02-00 

5  other  lines  of  household  and  farm  items  14-1 1-00 

£69-19-00 

The  estate’s  indebted  04-08-00 

Which  deduct  out  of  the  principle  there - 

rests  for  distribution  .  .  £65-11-00 

“The  legatees  is  John  Saxton  the  eldest  sonn 
25  yeares  of  age  the  4th  of  next  March. 

The  2**  son  Richard  Saxton  20  yeares  old  the  first 
of  next  March. 

Sara  Saxton,  but  marryed,  Born  March  26:  1647. 
Mary  Saxton  marryed  to  Georg  Sanders  born 
February,  1655. 

Patience  Saxton  of  age  16  years  28  next  January. 
Exhibited  in  Court  Sept.  3:  1674: 

Mathew  Grant 
John  Moore  Senr 
Nathaniel  Cooke” 

1674,Sept.3.  Vol.  Ill,  p  143  C  C:  “An  Inven¬ 
tory  of  the  Estate  of  the  Widdow  Saxton  was  ex¬ 
hibited  in  Court  &  oath  made  that  there  was  a 
True  presentment  of  the  same  to  the  apprizers. 
This  Court  grants  Administration  to  John  Saxton 
the  eldest  son  of  the  widdow  Saxton  upon  the 
Estate  &  distribute  the  estate  as  followeth:  to 
John  the  eldest  son  £25-01-00;  to  Richard  the 
second  sonn  £13-00-00;  to  the  eldest  daughter 
£10;  to  the  Two  youngest  daughters  £8- 15s  apeice 
to  be  payd  to  them  at  their  day  of  marriage  as  they 
com  of  age;  &  if  any  dye  before  they  are  of  age  the 
estate  to  be  divided  to  the  survivors.  Deacon 
More  &  Nath  Cooke  are  desired  &  appoynted  as 
overseers  to  asist  the  Administrator  in  his  worke 
&c.” 


acres  bought  of  William  Hannum.  Eight  other 
pieces  of  land,  headed  June  21,  1661,  the  year 
before  death,  are  recorded  to  him  on  folio  149  of 
the  same  volume,  one  being  a  dwelling  house 
bought  of  Sam’l  Marshall. 

These  were  historic  times  and  Louis  XIV  of 
France  added  to  their  fame.  In  1643  he  was 
crowned  King  of  France  at  only  five  years  of  age. 
Here  is  a  picture  of  his  war-provoking  reign: 
“Louis  XlV’s,  ‘L’etat  e'est  moi'  (‘  1  am  the  State’) 
expressed  the  principles  to  which  everything  in 
France  was  accommodated.  Because  the  finance 
of  Colbert  and  the  military  genius  of  Louvois 
brought  stability  and  military  glory,  the  people 
regarded  him  with  Asiatic  humility,  admiring  and 
obeying,  even  when  he  brazenly  asserted  his  right 
to  dispose  of  any  property  in  his  realm  and  took 
credit  for  gracious  moderation  in  exercising  it 
sparingly.”  His  crowning  iniquity  was  through 
the  Jesuit  wife  Madame  de  Maintenon  in  revoking 
the  Edict  of  Nantes  (1685)  -  a  most  serious  mis¬ 
step  for  France  and  the  world. 

1644,  Sept.  4.  Vol.  I,  p  458  C  C:  Rev.  Ephraim 
Huit  came  to  Windsor  in  August,  1639  and  was 
made  associate  pastor  of  the  Church  in  December 
following.  Rev.  Mathew  Grant  chronicles  his 
arrival  this  way:  “Agust  17,  1639  mr  Hweit  and 
divers  others  came  up  from  ye  bay  to  Windsor  to 
settell,”  he  having  been  “sometime  Preacher  at 
Roxall  (V/roxcall)  in  Warwickshire.”  Mr.  Huit 
died  on  Sept.  4,  1644  and  an  inventory  of  his  estate 
was  taken  October  9th  showing  an  item  among  the 
debts  as  follows:  “Richard  Sexton  oweth  me  £16 
and  for  the  2  yeares  to  come.  ”  It  looks  as  though 
the  minister  furnished  some  of  the  capital  with 
which  Sexton’s  real  estate  purchases  were  made. 

1647,  Apl.  16.  Vol.  I,  p  61  B  M  D:  Here  is  re¬ 
corded  the  marriage  of  Richard  Sexton  and  Sarah 
Cook.  It  is  also  recorded  by  Rev.  Mathew  Grant 
on  page  69  of  the  Church  Record  thus:  “Richard 
Saxton  marryed  Sara  Cook  Aprell  16,  1647.”  Stiles 
thinks  they  started  housekeeping  at  once  in  the 
Michael  Try  place  above.  Sara  in  all  probability 
came  from  the  house  of  her  brother  Nathaniel 
Cook,  a  leading  citizen  of  Windsor.  Stiles  reports 
the  Try  place  as  7  rods  wide  on  the  green  and  6 
rods  at  rear  near  the  Palisado.  They  lived  here  for 
some  years,  says  Stiles,  and  then  bought  the 
Stuckey  house;  then  in  1661  a  part  of  the  William 
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Rockwell  lot  which  he  sold  same  year  with  the  house  to  Timothy  Buckland.  It  is  uncertain  whether 
they  resided  in  either  of  the  last  two.  It  would  appear  from  the  Windsor  records  that  none  of  the  town 
meeting  minutes  are  extant  prior  to  1650.  Since  that  time  the  records  do  not  seem  to  show  Richard  Sax^ 
ton  in  any  town  or  public  office.  He  did  not  reach  an  age,  however,  which  was  generally  required  of 
planters  before  being  honored  with  public  trust. 


1649.  P  9  Henry  Wolcott’s  Old  Account  Book: 

“Richard  Saxton  owes  for  an  ox 

of  which  he  hath  paid  in  veale  . 

It  in  beefe  and  suet  ..... 

It  he  is  to  pay  to  James  Innos 

It  he  paid  to  Walter  filler  .... 

It  he  payed  me  when  I  payed  in  the  rivers  mouth  rate 
It  one  quarter  of  veale  ..... 

It  a  quarter  of  veale  1  fccht  .... 

It  halfe  halfe  a  kid 

It  40  pound  of  cotton  wooll  at  lOd  . 

It  one  poun  for  there  remaines  due  to  me  . 

Richard  Stixton  had  the  cannooe  4  days 
It  8  days 

1 1  he  had  the  cannooe  4  dayes  .... 

It  for  one  peck  of  apples  .... 

of  which  Elizabeth  Whilly  payed 
It  in  vele  .....•■ 

It  he  payd  to  henry  Denslow  for  me  aboute 
It  for  a  pound  of  suet  .  .  .  .  • 

It  Thomas  Parsons  will  pay  for  4  dayes  (shorthand) 
Item  for  15J^  pound  of  pork  at  4d  p  pound 
It  for  my  ferry  rate  .  .  .  .  • 

It  for  a  quarter  of  veale  .  .  .  .  • 

It  for  the  cannooe  to  (shorthand)  1649 

Soe  he  owes  .....•• 

It  for  my  ferry  rate  to  Malhens  grante  1650 


£5-10-0 
0-  1-8 
0-  2-0 
0-  3-8 
0-  8-0 
0-10-4 
0-  2-6 
0-  2-0 
0-  2-0 

1- 13-4 

2-  4-6 
0-  4-8 
0-  9-4 
0-  4-8 
0-  1-3 
0-  5-0 
0  -1-3 
0-  7-0 
0-  0-6 
0-  4-8 
0-  5-2 
0-  4-4 
0-  1-6 
0-  1-2 
1-16-3 
0-  2-2” 


1649/50,  Mch.  20.  Vol.  II,p3CC:  “  Richard  Sexton  pit  contra  Joseph  Parsons  defendt  an  Action  of  the 
case  to  the  damage  of  14s.  The  Jury  findes  for  the  pit  damages  5s  and  costs  of  Court,  in  all  12s  lOd.”  From 
this  date  to  March,  1661  the  records  of  the  Particular  Court  show  that  he  was  either  plaintiff  or  defendent 
in  at  least  six  cases  involving  small  sums. 


1650,  Dec.  11.  P  59  Henry  Wolcott  Jr’s  Ledger: 

“  I  made  account  with  Richard  Saxton  and  he  owes  uppon  the  leafe  . 
It  there  is  due  of  the  red  ox  ...•••  • 

It  for  the  hire  of  the  cannooe  1650  . 


£1-14-0 
0-  7-6 
0-16-6 


Soe  January  the  22,  1651  the  £l-13s-6d  in  the  other  side  take  out  there  remaines  due  to  me 

It  he  had  the  cannooe  2  dayes  1652  . . 

December  the  22,  1654  he  w'as  debitor 

Imp  for  John  Bancroft . 

It  for  17  Ko  pease  whereof  he  paid  to  (shorthand) . 

It  for  the  hire  of  the  cannooe . 


£2-18-0 
1-  4-6 
0-  1-6 

1-  0-0 
0-  4-0 
1-  4-0 


1650/51,  Mch.  7.  Vol.  II,  p  19  C  C:  “Richard  Sexton  pit  contra  Joseph  Lummis  defendt  in  Action  to  the 
damage  of  £3.  The  Jury  findes  for  the  pit  damages  12s  and  costs  of  the  Courte  with  one  wittness. 

1653  May  6.  Vol.  I,  p  160  Stiles:  Richard  Sexton  bought  the  house  and  lot  of  William  Filley,  where  his 
“Widow  Sexton’’  was  residing  in  1664.  This  w'as  west  of  Mill  road,  corner  of  Mill  and  Pleasant  streets. 

1655,  July  6.  Vol.  I,  p  144  L  R:  He  now  bought  of  the  widow  of  Samuel  Pond  the  latter’s  homestead  of 
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twelve  acres.  This  was  probably  Richard  Sexton’s  last  residence.  It  was  on  the  west  side  of  the  Tunxis 
River,  only  a  few  rods  from  his  former  home,  the  Michael  Try  property.  As  noted  under  her  section  his 
widow  in  April  1664  sold  the  greater  part  of  it,  consisting  of  nine  acres,  to  Thomas  Barber.  Twelve  pieces 
of  land  are  recorded  under  this  reference.  From  his  various  real  estate  transactions  it  would  almost  appear 
as  though  Richard  Sexton  made  a  specialty  of  improved  town  real  estate.  His  activities,  however,  were 
short  lived  because  of  his  untimely  death. 

1656,  June  5.  Vol.  11,  p  91  G  C:  “At  a  particular  courte  in  Hartford  Rich.  Se.xton  pit  Con  Robert  .Mun- 
row  defendt  in  an  Action  of  debt  and  damage  value  of  £7'10s.’’ 

1658/9,  Feb’y  28.  Vol.  I,  p  20  L  R:  “John  Owen  hath  by  purchase  of  Richard  Saxston  thirty  acres  of 
swamp  and  woodland  at  the  lower  end  of  paquanick  meadow.” 

1662,  May  3.  Vol.  I,  p  879  Stiles:  “Richard  Sexton  Senior,  of  Windsor,”  dies  on  this  day,  intestate, 
at  the  early  age  of  4 1 ,  and  only  3  days  prior  to  the  death  of  his  4  months  old  daughter  Frances.  This  is  the 
way  it  appears  on  Mathew  Grant’s  church  record:  “Richard  Saxton  dyed  maye  3,  1662.”  It  is  added  that 
he  was  one  of  16  people  to  die  in  Windsor  in  the  year  1662.  On  the  same  page  are  recorded  his  marriage  and 
the  births  of  the  children. 

1662,June30.  Vol.  1 1,  p  167  C  C:  “An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Richard  Saxton  June  30,  1662: 

One  Cow  .... 

An  hipchot  Mare  and  lame  horse 
Two  swine  .... 

5  Ewes  5  Lambs 
House  Orchyard  &  home  lot 

9  Acres  part  planted 
A  spot  of  Land  wth  apple  trees 
3  Ocuin  Ruggs,  5  Sheets  Bedding 
A  musket  and  sword 
Lands  at  Podunk  Supposed  to  be  his 

10  other  lines  of  items 

pr  Benjamin  Nubery  £107'14'00 

John  Moore 

“Due  to  ye  estate  to  make  up  ye  sum  £15' 10-00  besides  and  hundred  and  ten  pounds  of  Hops  and 
fourty  Barrells. 

“The  next  relations  to  Richard  Saxton:  Sara  his  widow 

CHILDREN 

Sarah  daughter  of  age  14  years  and  halfe 
John  son  12  years  and  halfe 
Mary  daughter  10  years  and  halfe 
Richard  son  7  years  and  halfe 
Patience  daughter  3  years  and  upward.” 

The  Court  does  not  seem  to  have  passed  any  order  regarding  a  division  of  the  estate  except  the  following 
single  item  to  Sara  Lyndsley. 

1662,  Sept.  11.  P  179  Do:  “At  a  Court  of  Assistants  holden  at  Windsor,  the  Inventory  of  Richard 
Sexton  Senr  was  presented  to  ye  Court  and  approved  and  administration  granted  to  ye  widdowe  And 
John  Moore  desired  to  be  assisting  to  her  as  need  requires.  This  Court  having  seen  ye  order  sent  to  Deac. 
John  Moore  by  good  wife  Lynsley,  do  order  that  £10  be  paid  out  of  Richard  Sexton’s  Estate  to  make  up 
what  is  due  upon  a  Mortgage  to  the  said  Sarah  Linsley  and  then  ye  spetialty  to  be  surrendered. 

1677,  Aug.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  882  Stiles:  Richard  Saxton  is  in  Rev.  Mathew  Grant’s  list  of  Windsor  citizens 
who  had  children  born  at  Windsor.  He  credits  him  with  six  so  born.  He  is  the  only  “Saxton”  in  the  list. 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


CHILDREN 

(all  born  at  Windsor,  Ct.) 

SARAH  b.  Mch.  26, 1647/8;  m.  October,  1668,  Robert  Roaih;  she  d.  Mch.  20, 1687/8,  a  40  he  d 
They  lived  in  Norwich,  Conn.,  the  marriage  being  entered  in  Vol.  I,  p  2  of  Births,  Marriages 

Norwich. 


2.  JOHN  b.  Mch.  4,  1649/50;  m.  July  30,  1677,  Mary  Hill  (see  below) 

3  MARY  b  Feb’y  27,  1651 , 2;  m.  bef.  July  8,  1674,  George  Sanders;  she  d.  ^e  ‘I  .Nov.  16,  1690 

^•■Mary  Saxston  taken  in  (to  church)  in  Apl.  1671.”  They  lived  in  Windsor  and  Simsbury.  He  m  (2)  Mehit- 

able - and  had  one  child.  His  inv’y  was  £85-03-00. 

A  rithARD  b  Mch  1.  1654  5;  he  d.  Dec.  19,  1675,  a;  21  ,  ,  i 

'  He  died  in  the  King  Philip  War.  -Rev;  Matthew  Grant  classes  him  with  12  Windsor  people  who  died  m  1675 

and  among  six  who  died  in  the  war. 

5  PATIENCE  b.  Jan'y  28,  1658/9;  m.  a  1686,  John  Roberts;  she  d.  he  d.  a  1734 
They  lived  in  Simsbury,  Conn.  See  Vol.  I,  p  3  L  R,  back,  Simsbury. 

PRANCFS  b  lan’v  17,  1061  2;  she  d.  May  6,  1662,  ae  4  months  ,,  ,  , 

■  ^^he  died  just  3  days  after  her  father’s  death,  and  is  one  of  the  16  people  who  died  in  Windsor  in  the  year  16  . 


7  eh 

2  ch 
1  eh 

8  ch 


JOHN  SEXTON 

MARY  HILL 

b.  Sept.  20,  1654 
d.  bef.  husband 


b.  Mch.  4,  1649/50 
m.  July  30,  1677 
d.  Dec.  4.  1718 
ae  68 


1654,  Sept.  20.  Vol.  I,  p  19  B  M  D,  Windsor; 
“Mary  Hill,  Daughter  of  Luke  Hill  was  Born 
Sept:  20th:  1654.”  She  is  here  recorded  with  six 
of  her  seven  brethren.  When  she  was  thirteen 
years  old  her  father  had  charge  of  the  Rivulet 
Ferry  in  Windsor.  When  fifteen  she  went  with  the 
family  to  live  in  Simsbury  and  here  she  was  at 
twenty  three  when  she  was  married. 

1716,  Mch.  19.  Her  husband  makes  his  will 
today  but  she  is  not  mentioned  and  had  therefore 
passed  to  her  reward.  It  is  probable  that  she  at¬ 
tained  an  age  of  close  to  60. 


1649/50,  Mch.  4.  Vol.  I,  p  34  B  M  D,  Windsor: 
“John  Saxton,  Son  of  Richard  Saxton  was  born 
March:  4th:  1649.”  He  is  here  recorded  with  his 
five  brethren.  John  lost  his  only  brother  in  the 
King  Philip  war,  unmarried,  so  that  John  was  to 
be  the  only  one  to  carry  the  Sexton  name  to  pos¬ 
terity. 

1674,  Mch.  27.  Vol.  II,  p  33  T  V,  Windsor: 
Among  town  bills  we  find,  “John  Saxton  for  a 
wolfe  to  have  £0-8-0.” 

1674,  Sept.  3.  Vol.  Ill,  p  143  C  C:  At  24  years 
of  age,  John  Saxton  is  appointed  by  the  Court  ad¬ 
ministrator  of  his  mother’s  estate.  Probably  he 
had  stood  by  at  the  homestead  in  Windsor  as  the 
chief  family  mainstay  for  some  years  past.  His 
father  had  died  in  1662  when  John  was  but  12 
years  old.  Thus  for  12  years  he  had  stood  by  -  no 
doubt  growing  into  a  tower  of  strength  to  mother 


and  sisters.  In  the  settlement  of  the  estate  he  receives  £25  -  twice  as  much  as  any  other,  being  the 

eldest  Son.”  .  ^  rr  jr 

1676  Tune  1 1  Vol  I,  p  228  Stiles:  John  Saxton  contributed  Is  3d  to  the  Connecticut  Relief  fund  for 
polfof  other  Colont  /  L  rendered  by  the  ravages  of  King  Philip's  War  which  was  not  yet  over.  The  next 
record  does  not  square  with  this  good  impulse. 

1676  Sept.  11.  Vol.  Ill,  p  156  C  C:  “John  Saxton  for  retailing  of  cyder  Contrary  to  Law  is  judged  to 
pay  a  fine  of  30s  for  the  same  he  owneing  6  quarts  at  least  retailed. 

1677  Tulv30  Vol  I  p61BMD:  “John  Saxston  and  Mary  Hill  married  July  ;  30th  :  77.”  This  is  the 

1677,  3  P  ^  j  respectable  age  of  27.  The  bride  was  a  Simsbury  girl  and  it  is  possible 

Windsor  home  had  probably  been  broken  up  on  the  death  of  his 

■  l^^cr  r^74  or  -nijter  any  rate  his  lifework  is  done  practically  in  this  new  fertile  plantar, on  of 
Simsbury. 
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1685/6,  Feb’y  26.  Vol.  I,  p  45  T  V:  “At  a  towne  Metting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Simsbury  Given  to  John 
Saxton  20  A  of  land  on  the  same  playne  where  John  Saxton’s  is,  lying  North  of  his  and  adjacent  and  to  go 
North  easterly  from  his  to  tak  in  ye  litl  marsh  under  ye  Bushy  Hill.” 

1686,  May  17.  Vol.  Ill,  p  179  G  G;  John  Saxton  is  among  fourteen  citizens  of  Simsbury  who  are  pro- 
pounded  for  freemen  of  Connecticut  Colony  at  Hartford  this  date. 

1686,  Oct.  14.  P  186  Do:  “Those  propowned  for  freemen,  May  last,  were  accepted  by  this  Court  and 
to  be  sworne  by  the  respective  commissioners  where  they  live.”  At  Simsbury,  in  Vol.  V/i,  p  21  John  Saxton 
is  listed  among  the  53  freemen  in  the  place.  Politics  of  Ireemen  in  the  Colonies  w£is  a  simple  matter  these 
days  compared  with  the  patriots’  struggle  for  liberty  in  England.  In  1686  this  struggle  had  definitely 
aligned  itself  as  Whigs  on  the  one  hand  -  exponents  of  popular  rights  -  and  Tories  on  the  other  -  extreme 
royalists,  sticklers  for  blue  blood.  The  Whigs  at  this  time  were  laying  their  plots  and  plans  to  get  rid  of 
the  Pope-ridden  Charles  II  when  suddenly  he  died  leaving  them  all  keyed-up  for  the  no  better  James  II 
whom  they  drove  a  fugitive  from  the  Country  (1688)  and  welcomed  the  statesman  William  of  Orange  to 

the  Kingdom. 

1688,  May  21.  Vol.  IV,  No.  204  P  C:  “Given  to  these  men  under  writen  as  foloweth  by  the  Inhabitants 
of  Simsbury:  John  Saxton  50  Rods  in  Bredth  over  the  mountain  towards  Stony  Brook  to  go  from  our 
East  lyn  towards  or  to  the  Mountain.” 

1693/4,  Mch.  9.  Vol.  V/o,  p  23  T  V,  Simsbury:  In  the  “Town  Rate  made  to  defray  the  Towne  debt  of 
’92  and  ’93,”  John  Saxton  was  assessed  £00-10-10.  Sixty  three  people  paid  this  tax. 

1694/5,  Mch.  15.  Vol.  2^,  p  18  T  V,  back:  “At  a  towne  meting  John  Saxton  &  John  Pettibon  Junr 
chosen  Fence  viewers  for  the  West  syde  of  the  river  for  this  year  ensuing  viz,  ’95.” 

1696/7,  Mch.  26.  P  25  Do:  “Given  to  John  Saxton  by  the  inhabitants  of  Simsbury  4  Acres  of  land  at 
ston  pit  swamp.”  In  1697  the  Town  Rate  listed  John  Saxton  at  £63  with  town  tax  of  £01-12-06,  and 
Minister’s  tax  of  £01-05-00. 

1697,  June  29.  P  28  Do:  John  Saxton  is  among  the  54  who  have  subscribed  to  t’ne  proposition  to  give 
Rev.  Mr.  Woodbridge,  “in  case  he  settles  among  us,  3  days  labor  for  4  years  to  bring  his  Land  in  tillag.” 
In  the  preceding  year  John  had  been  taxed  £00-19-02  on  “Mr.  Dudley  Woodbridges  rate. 

1698,  July  8.  Vol.  2H,  p  8  T  V:  “An  Account  of  those  men  that  wrought  at  about  framing  Mr.  Wood- 
bridge’s  Barn  July  1698:  John  Saxton  and  his  team  later  part  of  Jun  one  day.  The  abovesd  account  en¬ 
tered  here  July  8th  day  1698.” 

1698/99,  Jan’y  26.  Vol.  V/i,  p  43  TV,  back:  “John  Saxton  desired  the  towne  would  give  him  Thirty 
acres  of  Land  on  the  playne  betwixt  ye  Tarr  Kills  and  bissels’  brooke  for  his  sons.  Granted  the  above  by 
an  affirmative  vote.” 

1699.  Vol.  II,  p  37  L  R:  John  Saxton  of  Simsbury  buys  of  Nathaniel  Bissell  of  Windsor,  for  “Ten 
Barrens  of  Tarre  and  in  Silver  £20  and  by  Bill  secured,”  33  acres  of  upland  &  meadow  in  Simsbury. 
Recorded,  Mch.  25,  1705. 

1699/1700,  Mch.  7.  Vol.  V  I,  p  120  C  C:  “Capt.  Joseph  Whiting  of  Hartford  plantf.  Versus  John 
Sextone  of  Symsbury  in  an  action  of  debt  due  by  book  the  bale,  of  accompts  to  the  value  of  seventeen 
shillings  and  4d  pay  with  costs.  The  plantf  with  drawes  his  action.”  The  action  was  brought  again  the 
next  March  and  plaintiff  wins.  “E.xecution  is  granted  on  this  Judgment  Jan’y  14,  1708/9  says  the 

record. 

1700.  Vol.  2H.  p  12  T  V:  Among  “those  that  wrought  at  the  geting  of  fort  Timber  in  the  year  1700  for 
to  fortifie  Mr.  Woodbridges  house,”  John  Saxton  gave  one  day’s  labor  rated  at  £00-02-02.  The  Minister  s 
rate  on  p  10  shows  John  Saxton  paying  for  year  1700  £01-15-11. 

1700,  Sept.  19.  P  2  Do:  “John  Saxton  killed  a  wolfe  and  brought  ye  head  to  me  to  enter  and  record 
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which  accordingly  I  did  on  ye  day  above  written  19ofSept  WOO.  On  Ap  .  16,  WOl 
&  brought  in  the  head  of  another;  again  on  Mch.  13,  1  /01/2:  a\so  Oct  Dec  >  “> 

May  16,  1705;  also  Nov.  5,  1705  and  another  same  month;  also  Dec.  15,  WO5;  Nov.  4,  1706,  and  Dec.  17. 
1709.  No  one  in  Simsbury  appears  to  have  brought  in  more  than  he. 

1700  01  lan’y  10.  P  12  Do;  The  town  rate  made  and  published  gives  John  Saxton  Sen’r  a  tax  of  £00' 
07'08  on  a'list  of  £46.  John  Jun’r  pays  on  list  of  £93,  while  the  highest  on  the  roll  is  but  £129. 

1703  '4  Tan’y  3.  Vol.  2H,  p  71  T  V,  back:  “John  Saxton  desired  the  town  would  be  pleased  to  give  him 
ten  Acres’of  land  bettwen  the  round  swamp  that  was  given  to  Jacob  Bissell  and  samon  brook  path.” 

1704,  Dec.  15.  P  78  Do;  “At  this  meeting  John  Saxton  Sent  chosen  Haward  and  pound  keeper  for  the 
lower  meadow.” 

I7O6/7  Mch.  21.  Vol.  V/i,  p  17  T  V:  “John  Saxton  sen'  killed  a  wolf  the  21st  of  March  1706/7  entered 
ye  same  day.” 

1707  Mav  12  Vol  V/i,  P  84  T  V,  back;  Articles  of  agreement  to  work  the  copper  mine  at  Turkey  Hill 
are  dLn  aid  signed  b/74  citizens.  Each  is  to  pay  the  town  “  10s  per  tun  in  cosh.’’  John  Saxton  Sen’r, 
John  Saxton  Jun’r  and  Richard  Saxton  all  sign. 

1708,  Dec.  27.  P  92  Do:  “At  the  same  metting  Thomas  Holcomb  and  John  Saxton  were  chosen  fence 
viewers  for  Samon  brook  for  the  year  ensuing,  viz,  1709.” 

1708/9  Feb’y  21.  Vol.  VII,  p  218  P  Ct,  Hartford:  Samuel  Barber  Sen’r  of  Windsor  refers  m  will  to 
land  bought  of  John  Saxton,  adjoining  to  his  own  land.  Presumably  this  was  land  in  Windsor  in  erite  y 
John  47  years  ago  on  the  death  of  his  father. 

171 4  Tune  8  Vol.  VII.  p  320  C  C:  “John  Sexton  of  Symsbury  was  presented  by  the  Grandjury  for 
neglecti4  to  attend  the  publick  Worship  of  God,  being  summoned  now  appeared  to  answer  s’d 
and  pleaded  not  Guilty.”  He  was  fined  nevertheless  5s  and  he  paid  it  in  Court.  John  Jr.  vas  no 

and  we  believe  he  was  the  guilty  one. 

1716  Mav  9  Vol.  2U,  p  2  T  V;  “John  Saxton  Sent  brought  the  years  of  a  wolf  to  Enter  on  Record. 
Entered  the^ext  day.”  In  June  following  “John  Saxton,  Jun’r  brought  the  head  of  a  wolf  to 

“Thar  was  another  wolf  killed  by  John  Saxtone  and  brought  the  head  to  Deacon  Slater  being 
sick  and  not  able  to  enter  on  Record.  I_  see  the  hed  and  years  of  the  wolf  whole  which  woolf  was  kiled  or 

brought  sum  tim  march  or  april  1717.” 

1716/7  Mch  9  Vol.  IX,  p  318  P  Ct,  Hartford:  “The  Last  Will  &  Testament  of  John  Sexton  Late  of 
Symsbur^  deceased.  In  the  Name  of  God  Amen  1  John  Sexton  Sent  of  Symsbury  being  very  sick  and  weak 

of  body  but  of  perfect  mind  and  memory,  thanks  be  given  to  God  therefore  .... 

“  Imormis  I  give  unto  my  only  Son  John  Sexton  all  my  Land  at  the  Plain,  excepting  Ao(  an  acre  around 
the  house  that  las  my  son  Richard’s;  also  I  Except  that  land  which  my  daughter 

3  acres  grass  and  4  p\o^v  land,  which  I  gave  to  her  to  Improve  so  long  as  shee  keepeth  her  Children  with  her, 
oZTn!Z  sd  Son  to  pay  unto  my  son  Richard’s  three  daughters,  £10  to  each  when  they  come  to  age^ 
Also  I  give  him  half  of  my  land  in  and  about  Bissell’s  Marsh.  Also  I  give  him  t  e  /s  par  o  my 

<^lmon  Brook  Lower  Meadow.  .  , 

“Item  1  give  to  my  daughter  Hannah,  my  son  Richard’s  wife,  the  improvement  of  3  acres  of  grass  and 

4  of  Dlow  LaL  as  above  sd  in  the  land  at  the  Plain,  with  M  of  an  acre  around  her  house;  and  also  give 
helthe  Inoprovement  of  5  acres  of  land  in  Bissell’s  Marsh  as  long  as  she  keeps  her  Children  with  her  and 
^iTgive  her  the  Improvement  of  acres  of  plow  Land  in  Salmon  Brook  Lower  meadows  the  Time 

I  give  unto  my  son-in-law  William  Gillett  6  acres  of  land  in  Bissell’s  Marsh.  ,  ^  , 

“  Item.  My  will  further  is  that  my  son  John  Sexton  shall  have  the  H  part  of  all  my  outlands  no  ye 
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disposed  of,  and  the  other  3i  I  give  to  be  equally  divided  between  my  son  William  Gillctt  and  my  son 
Richard’s  three  daughters. 

"  I  do  appoint  my  Loving  son  John  Sexton  sole  executor. 

Witness:  John  Roberts  John  X  Sexton,  L  S. 

Samuel  Highley 


1717,  May  3.  Vol.  23/^,  p  137  T  V,  back:  “Ordered  by  the  Selectmen  to  enter  a  wolf  kiled  by  John 
Saxtone  Senr  May  the  third  1717.” 

1718,  June  4.  Vol.  XI,  p  67  P  Ct,  Hartford:  The  Court  appoints  John  Sexton  of  Simsbury  on  committee 
of  3  to  distribute  the  estate  of  John  Case  sen’r  of  Simsbury  which  amounted  to  £562'05'01. 

1718,  Nov.  28.  Vol.  1 1  p  38  Man:  The  Committee  makes  report  on  above  distribution,  and  only  six  days 
later  John  Sexton  dies. 

1718,  Dec.  4.  The  Probate  Court  record  following  gives  this  date  of  death.  John  Sexton  sen’r  lacked 
just  two  years  of  the  scriptural  “three  score  years  and  ten.” 

1718/19,  Jan’y  5.  Vol.  IX,  p319PCt:  “An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  John  Sexton  Late  of  Symsbury 
dec’d  who  departed  this  Life,  December  4th,  1718: 

"  Imprimis  In  Billsof  Credit  in  liis  Son’s  hand  £2-16-6,  one  muskett  17s.  one  Indian  Gun  £1-15-00, 
fine  halt  09s,  course  halt  3s,  Stockings  Is,  great  Coat  16s,  Leather  Breeches  9s,  Leather 
wastcoat  15s,  Silk  neckcloth  5s-6<i,  bed  blanket  7s,  Trucking  Cloth  10s,  more  Bills  of 
Credit  9s,  small  knife  8d,  one  bed  and  bolster  30s,  To  more  old  clothes  2s,  grindstone  2s,  2 
pa.  beetle  rings  2,  6,  old  hoe  18d,  seyth  ISd  ...••••• 

"Old  bible  4s,  two  Small  Swine  18s,  horse  £7-15-0,  white  mare  £7-15-0,  Sorrel  Mare  £4-15-0, 
beer  barrll  2s-6d,  two  Cyder  Barrls  6s,  great  barrll  of  pork  £4-7-0,  Smaller  barrll  of  Pork 

£3-11-6,  24  bis  suet  in  the  ruff  5d  p  lb  10s,  Sundry  things . 

"To  the  Sorrell  Mares  Colt  50s,  black  Mare  £6-10-0,  black  Mares  Colt  40s,  a  Cow  £3-5-0,  a 
Calf  20s,  part  of  a  yoak  of  Oxen  £6-5-0,  20  Acres  of  Meadow  Land  in  the  home  meadow 

£80  . . .  u-  u' 

*‘To  13  acres  of  Upland  on  E.  side  of  Road  by  John’s  Barn  £26,  10  acres  on  the  Vi  est  side  the  high' 
way  on  Capts  Brook  £14,  4  acres  in  Iron  pitt  Swamp  £3,  9  acres  on  Bissell's  brook  £6,  30 
acres  on  Bissell’s  Marsh  £30.  10  acres  of  Marsh  in  the  Mountains  by  the  pine  Come  £4 
"To  15  acts  at  pap>atunmuck  £8,  lYi  acts  at  Salmon  brook  in  Lower  Meadow  £30,  5  acres  of 
Meadow  £15,  above  the  upper  meadows  on  the  brook  20  aers  £20  .  .  .  • 

"To  2  old  horseshoes,  old  hoe,  and  old  fork,  a  ring . 

£295-17-08 


11-13-02 

24-08-06 

101-11-00 

80-00-00 

78-00-00 

00-05-00 


f  John  Case 

Taken  and  Complented  by  us,  |  Benja  Addams 

[  Andrew  Robe 

“The  Legatees  are  as  followeth:  The  Widow  of  Richard,  the  Eldest  son,  with  3  orphans;  John  the 
Second  son;  Mary  the  wife  of  William  Cillett.” 

1719,  Apl.  7.  P  101  Do:  “The  Last  Will  &  Testament  of  John  Sexton  Late  of  Symsbury  deceased  was 
now  exhibited  by  his  Son  John  Sexton  Executor  named  in  said  will  who  accepted  yt  Trust  in  Court.  Like¬ 
wise  the  said  Executor  Exhibited  an  Inventory  of  the  Estate  which  was  accepted. 

1727  Apl.  4.  Vol.  X,  p  151  P  Ct:  “  Ariziah  Wilcoxson  moves  this  Court  as  he  hath  right  to  the  estate  of 
John  Sexton,  Late  of  Symsbury,  by  marriage  with  one  of  the  deceased’s  granddaughters;  that  distribution 
may  be  ordered  on  the  real  estate  of  the  sd  deed.,  according  to  his  last  will.  The  executor,  John  Sex  on, 
appeared  in  Court,  when  the  parties  were  heard  upon  a  point  in  the  construcHon  of  the  will,  vizt:  Item 
My  son  John  Sexton  shall  have  H  part  of  all  my  outlands,  and  the  other  H  1  give  to  be  equally  divided  be¬ 
tween  my  son  William  Cillet  and  my  son  Richard’s  three  daughters.”  This  Court  are  of  the  opinion  that  the 
K  of  the  undivided  Lands  of  the  Testator  given  as  aforesd,  is  given  in  equal  parts  to  the  4  persons  above 
named,  to  them  or  their  heirs.  David  Enno,  who  married  one  of  the  daughters  of  William  Cillett,  ^ppea  e^^ 
from  this  judgment  to  the  Superior  Court  to  be  holden  at  Hartford  in  September  next,  in  Recog.  of  £10. 
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CHILDREN 

(all  bom  at  Simsbury) 

1.  MARY  b.  May  4,  1678;  m.  Sept.  14.  1699.  William  Gillett  (sec  below) 

2.  RICHARD  b.  a  1680;  m.  June  20,  1706,  Hannah  Buell;  he  d.  Mch.  27,  1714,  se  a  34  she  d.  aft.  husband 

He  was  bp.  Apl.  14,  1706  on  same  date  with  brother  John  when  about  26  years  old.  He  died  at  Simsbury; 
inv’y,  £65' 15-08. 

3.  JOHN  b.  a  1682;  he  d.  Oct.  13,  1766,  a:  a  84 

He  was  bp.  with  brother  Richard  when  about  24;  was  resident  of  Simsbur>'.  No  marriage  is  recorded  nor  is 
there  evidence  of  any  children. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

William  Gillett  b.  1673;  m.  Mary  Sexton  b.  1678 

David  Eno  b.  1702  m.  Mary  Gillett  b.  1702  3 

Jonathan  Eno  b.  1739  m.  Mary  Hart  b.  1744 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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THE  SHEAFFE  FAMILY 


RICHARD  SHEFF 

ELIZABETH - 

b.  - 


b.  a  1510 
m.  a  1533 
d.  a  Sept.,  1557 
ae  a  47 


1510.  Vol.  55,  p  208  N  E  H  &  G:  Here  is  a 
splendid  chapter  on  the  English  ancestry  of  the 
Sheafe  family  of  Guilford,  Ct.  The  author  thinks 
that  Richard  was  born  about  1510  in  Cranbrook, 
Kent  Co.,  England.  In  the  time  of  Edward  the 
Third  (1312-1377)  troops  of  young  Flemings  came 
to  England,  settling  in  Cranbrook,  Kent,  to  es¬ 
tablish  the  cloth  trade.  Broadcloth  halls  were 
soon  built  where  the  master  manufacturer  lived 
and  kept  his  stock.  One  of  them  is  Willesley 
House,  standing  today  ( 1901).  It  was  bequeathed 
to  Edmond  (below)  by  his  uncle  William  Sheafe 
of  Cranbrook  who  received  it  from  his  wife’s  step¬ 
father,  Dr.  Thomas  Lange  of  St.  Cosmos  and  Da- 
main-in-the-Blean,  near  Canterbury,  in  1594. 
Richard  Sheafe  was  one  of  these  cloth  makers, 
called  the  “Gray  Coats  of  Kent”  after  their  dress, 
and  he  prospered  greatly  as  shown  by  his  will.  A 
hint,  both  as  to  the  smallness  of  the  wages  he  had  to  pay,  as  well  as  to  the  meagrencss  of  linen  cloth  at 
least  at  this  time,  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  Henry  VI 11,  who  died  ten  years  before  Richard  Shelf’s  death 
(1547),  paid  only  £10  ($50)  annually  for  the  laundry  work  of  his  entire  household  of  117  persons. 

1533.  P  209  Do:  The  author  names  1534  as  the  approximate  date  of  marriage  of  Richard  and  Eliza¬ 
beth.  We  use  1533  however  as  probably  nearer  right. 

1545.  P  210  Do:  Richard  Sheafe  of  Cranbrook  was  on  the  Subsidy  Roll  in  1545. 


bur.  Oct.  15,  1564 

1557,  June  21.  Vol.  55,  p  209  N  E  H  &  G:  Rich¬ 
ard  Shelf,  in  will,  leaves  to  wife  Elizabeth  £200; 
also  choice  of  household  stuff;  also  one  tenement 
and  garden  in  Cranbrook;  also  £10  annuity;  also 
various  rooms  in  “my  principal  messuage;”  also 
son  Thomas  is  required  to  deliver  to  her  for  16 
years,  20  loads  of  wood  “ready  made”  each  year. 

1564,  Oct.  15.  Do:  Widow  Elizabeth  Sheff  is 
buried  at  Cranbrook,  County  Kent,  according  to 
the  parish  records  there.  The  burial  was  in  the 
Church  according  to  the  payment  of  £4  for  this 
purpxjse  by  her  son  Thomas. 


1557,  June  21.  Do:  Abstract  of  Will  of  Richard  Sheaffe,  filed  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury 
(34  Wrastley):  “The  21st  day  of  June  1557,  I  Richard  Sheff  of  the  parish  of  Cranebroke  in  Co.  Kent, 
clotheir.  To  be  buried  in  the  parish  Church  of  Cranebroke,  in  St.  Thomas’s  Chancel,  beside  the  body 
of  my  father.  (Legacies  to  the  said  Church  and  to  the  poor  there).  An  obit  to  be  kept  yearly  in  the 
said  church  for  four  years  after  my  death. 

“  I  give  to  Elizabeth  my  wife  £200.  To  each  of  my  unmarried  daughters,  vis.,  Margaret  Sheff  aged 
16H  years,  Alice  Sheff  aged  15^.  Margery  Sheff  aged  183-i  Mary  Sheff  aged  11^’.  &  Anne  Sheff  aged 
1 1  years  at  Easter  next  before  the  date  hereof,  I  give  £50.  If  more  than  two  of  my  daughters  die  before 
attaining  the  age  of  25,  or  unmarried,  then  their  p>ortions  to  go  to  my  sons  Thomas  &  William,  when 
the  latter  reaches  the  age  of  22.  The  said  Thomas  to  be  charged  with  the  bringing  up  of  my  said  daurs, 
&  I  give  him  one  of  my  silver  goblets.  To  Joan  Knachebull  my  dau.  another  goblet.  To  Elizabeth  my 
wife  my  best  silver  goblet,  &c.,  &c.  To  Katheryn  Love  my  dau.  a  silver  pot  &  a  scripture  thereupon 
parcel  gilt.  To  Anne  Knachebull  dau.  of  Richard  Knachebull  &  Joan  my  daughter  £3-11-8. 

“The  residue  of  my  household  stuff  (after  my  wife  has  taken  her  choice)  to  be  divided  between  my 
said  wife  &  Thomas  my  son,  reserving  to  the  latter  all  the  hanging  now  in  my  principal  tent  whej£i9_i 
now  dwell.  I  will  that  the  said  Thomas  shall  yearly  for  16  years  after  my  death  deliver  to  the  said  Eliza¬ 
beth  at  the  messuage  whereon  I  now  dwell  or  at  my  messuage  where  Robert  Clachynden  now  dwells  in 
Cranbrook,  20  loads  of  good  wood  ‘redy  made.’ 
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“To  William  my  son  £400,  &  I  will  that  my  executors  buy  land  within  the  same  to  the  use  of  my  said 
son  To  Walter  Hcndley  my  cousin  my  best  gown,  6Jc.  To  John  Sheff  my  brother  £5,  &c.,  &c.  To 
Mathewe  Cryor  a  gown,  &c.  To  Sir  John  Baker,  Knt.,  £5.  To  ‘Mr.  Richard  Baker  Esquyer’  £5.^ 

“The  residue  of  my  goods  to  Thomas  my  son  whom  I  make  executor.  The  said  Sir  John  Baker  &  Mr. 
Ric*^  Baker  to  be  overseers.  This  is  the  last  will  of  me  the  said  Richard  Sheff  concerning  my  lands,  die. 

“  1  give  to  Eliz.  my  wife  the  tenement  and  garden  which  Robert  Cachynden  now  dwells  in  in  Gran- 
brook  for  her  life,  also  an  annuity  of  £10  issuing  out  of  all  other  my  messuages,  lands,  &c.,  in  Crane- 
brook  for  her  life,  also  the  occupation  of  the  great  parlour  at  the  upper  end  of  the  hall  of  my  principal 
messuage,  the  chamber  over  the  said  parlour,  the  two  chambers  next  the  harber  of  the  said  messuage, 

the  little ‘Buttre,’ the  little  cellar,  with  a  place  for  her  wood. 

“1  give  to  Thomas  Sheff  my  son  all  my  messuages,  lands,  die.,  in  Cranebroke;  to  him  and  his  heirs 
male’  for  default,  to  my  son  William  and  his  heirs  male;  for  default,  to  the  next  heirs  of  the  said  Thomas 
in  fee  simple.  To  William  my  son  all  my  marsh  lands  in  the  parish  or  Ivechurch  in  Co.  Kent;  to  hold 
to  him  &  his  heirs  male,  for  default,  to  my  said  son  Thomas  &  his  heirs  male;  for  default,  the  same  to 

remain  to  the  heirs  of  the  said  William  in  fee  simple.  Richard  Sheff” 

Witnesses;  George  Atkynson,  vicar  Richard  Courtop 

William  Corttopp  Henry  Allard 

Waf  tfr  Henly 


1557  Sept.  24.  P  210  Do;  Will  proved  at  London,  by  the  Executor.  Within  sixteen  months  of  this 
time  (1559)  Queen  Elizabeth  was  crowned  in  Westminster  Abbey. 

1564-5.  Do;  The  Church  Warden’s  account  for  Cranbrook  has  this  record;  “received  of  Thomas 
Sheaf  four  pounds  as  a  bequest  for  the  burial  of  his  father  and  mother  in  the  Church  and  for  repairs  to 
the  church.  ”  This  payment  follow’ed  the  death  of  Thomas’  mother  Elizabeth. 


CHILDREN 


(as  per  father’s  will) 

1.  JOAN  b. - ;  m.  Richard  Knachebull 

She  received  a  silver  goblet  from  father's  will  and  her  daughter  Anne  £3-11-8. 

2.  THOMAS  b.  a  1535;  m.  a  1559,  Mary  Hannon  (sec  below) 

3.  KATHERINE  b. - ;  m.  Mr. - I^ve 

She  received  "a  silver  pot  with  a  scripture  thereupon  parcel  gilt. 


4.  MARGERY  b.  1538;  she  bur.  June  14,  1574,  ae  36 

In  will  she  receives  £50;  aged  ISJ^  yrs. 

5.  MARGARET  b.  1540;  m.  John  Smersoll 

Aged  161  yrs.  at  time  of  will;  received  £50. 

6.  ALICE  b.  1541 ;  m. - Hovenden 

Aged  15H  yrs;  receives  £50. 

7.  WILLIAM  b.  1543;  m.  Oct.  24,  1569,  Katherine  Courtoppe;  he  d.  Dec.  21,  1616,  aj  73  she  bur.  Mch.  24, 

“Liled  godly  and  christianly  the  space  of  73  years,”  says  the  record.  He  received  £400  from  father’s  estate 
Had  no  children.  Left  property  to  brothers  and  sisters  and  their  children. 

8.  MARY  b.  1545;  m.  Jan’y  26,  1561,  John  Couchman 

Aged  11^  years;  receives  £50  from  will. 

9.  ANNE  b.  1546;  m. - Gibbion 

Aged  11  yrs.;  receives  £50  from  will. 
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THOMAS  SHEAFE 

MARY  HARMON 
b.  1536 

d.  Nov.  1609,  je  73 


b.  a  1535 

m.  a  1559 
bur.  Sept.  6,  1604 
te  a  69 


1604,  Oct.  3.  Vol.  55,  p  211  N  E  H  &  G:  In  the 
abstract  of  will  of  her  husband,  proved  today,  he 
calls  her  “Mary  my  wife”  and  he  mentions 
“Thomas  Harmon,  my  wife’s  brother;’’  but  un¬ 
fortunately  the  bequests  to  them  are  not  quoted. 

1609,  Nov.  Do;  On  a  small  brass  plate  in  Gran- 
brooke  Church,  Edmund  Sheafe  records  of  his 
mother:  “Mary  Sheafe,  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Sheafe,  who  lived  together  nere  XLV  yeares,  and 
has  issue  between  them  IX  sones  and  \’l  daugh¬ 
ters,  she  a  grave  and  charitable  Matron,  dyed 
LXXIII  years  of  Age,  November,  1609,  impasivit, 
E.  S.’’ 


tries  and  chapels,  90  colleges  and  110  hospitals,  all 
Protestantism. 


1535.  Vol.  55,  p  210  N  E  H  &  G:  This  is  about 
the  year  of  birth  of  Thomas  Sheafe  presumably  at 
Cranbrook,  Kent.  It  follows  within  two  years  the 
birth  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  child  of  the  secret  mar¬ 
riage  of  Henry  VIII  and  Anne  Boleyn,  one  of  the 
queen’s  attendants.  At  this  time  the  people  of 
England  were  ardently  Catholic,  the  Pope  giving 
to  Henry  the  title  of  “Defender  of  the  Faith,’’ 
because  he  had  written  a  book  against  the  Luther¬ 
an  doctrines.  On  Oct.  6,  1536,  William  Tyndale 
was  strangled  and  burned  because  he  had  trans¬ 
lated  the  Scriptures  into  the  language  of  the  com¬ 
mon  people.  He  said,  “  Banish  me  to  the  end  of 
the  World  if  you  will,  only  let  me  preach  the  gos¬ 
pel  and  teach  little  children.”  The  Seed  of  the 
Word  was  planted,  however,  and  Popes  and  Kings 
could  not  stop  their  growth.  Even  Henry  soon 
turned  against  the  Pope  and  he  ruthlessly  sup¬ 
pressed  as  many  as  645  monasteries,  2,374  chan- 
of  which  was  not  a  specially  good  way  to  establish 


1557,  June  21.  Do:  Thomas  the  eldest  son  of  Richard  Sheafe  is  named  executor  of  the  latter’s  estate. 
Thomas  is  charged  with  the  bringing  up  of  his  five  unmarried  sisters.  He  is  directed  to  deliver  to  his 
mother  20  loads  of  wood  per  year  for  sixteen  years.  One-half  the  household  stuff  is  given  to  him  as  also 
“all  my  messuages,  lands,  &c  in  Cranebroke.”  Thomas  was  an  able  executive  and  knew  how  to  turn  the 
talent  into  profits  as  is  evident  from  the  very  large  amount  of  property  shown  in  his  will. 

1559.  Do:  Thomas  was  about  24  and  Mary  about  23  when  they  were  married.  The  service  was  pre¬ 
sumably  held  at  Cranbrook  where  she  was  living. 

1564-5.  Do:  Thomas  Sheaf  gives  to  the  Church  Warden  of  the  Cranbrook  Church  four  pounds  “as  a 
bequest  for  the  burial  of  his  father  and  mother  in  the  church  and  for  repairs  to  the  church.” 

1575.  P  208  Do:  This  is  the  year  when  Sir  Thomas  Guldeford  entertained  Queen  Elizabeth  at  Hernp- 
sted,  Kent.  About  this  time  Richard  Guildeford,  half-brother  of  Sir  Thomas,  sold  to  Thomas  Sheafe 
lands  in  Woodchurch,  Kenardington,  and  Apeldore,  Kent,  England. 

1604.  P  211  Do:  Abstract  of  will  of  Thomas  Sheafe  of  Cranbrooke,  Kent,  in  the  Prerogative  Court 
of  Canterbury;  Mentions  Mr.  Eddie,  N'icar  of  Cranbrooke;  Mary  my  wife;  my  son  Richard  Sheafe;  my 
sons  Giles  Fletcher,  George  Robarts,  Peter  Courthop,  and  Stephen  Brett;  my  daughters  Fletcher,  Robarts, 
Courthop,  and  Brett;  my  brother  William  Sheafe  and  his  wife;  my  sisters  Courthop,  Hovenden,  Couchman 
and  Gibbion;  Thomas,  son  of  my  son-in-law  John  Rucke;  my  son  John  Sheafe;  Edmund,  son  of  my  son 
John  Sheafe;  Thomas  Harmon,  my  wife’s  brother;  Phoebe,  widow  of  my  son  AlexandenSheafe;  my  lands 
and  tenements  in  Cranbrooke,  Hawkherst,  Goodherst,  Brenchley,  Penburie,  Bennenden,  Biddenden, 
Charte,  Woodchurch,  Apledore,  Kenardington,  Rickinge,  Suave,  and  Wareborne.  To  my  son  Richard 
Sheafe  my  principal  messuage,  wherein  the  said  Richard  then  dwelt,  with  all  the  lands,  etc.,  belonging  to 
the  same  in  the  town  and  parish  of  Cranbrooke,  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever,  and  likewise  other  lands 
and  tenements  there,  and  the  moiety  of  certain  lands  and  premises  in  Brenchley  and  Penburie,  to  him 
and  his  heirs  forever.  To  my  son  Edmund  Sheafe  lands  and  tenements  w-hich  I  late  purchased  of  Richard 
Guilford,  Esq.,  in  Woodchurch,  Kenardington  and  Apledore,  and  my  messuage  and  lands  in  Chart  and 
Bedersden,  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever.  To  my  son  Thomas  Sheafe  lands  and  wood  which  I  purchased 
of  Sir  Thomas  Fane,  Knt.,  containing  23  acres  in  Bennenden,  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever.  To  John 
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Shcfc  my  son  my  messuage,  dye  house,  buildings,  etc.,  with  the  lands  belongmg  to  it  G^odherst,  in 
oSurLon  'of  L  said  /ohn  Shcafc,  also  two  tenements  and  17  aeres  of  land  purchased  by  m.  of  S 
T-n  Knt  in  Bencnden  and  Biddenden,  and  other  tenements  m  Cranbrooke,  to  h.m  and  his 

h  'to  Ihlas  son  of  nw  Alexander  Sheafe,  deceased,  and  Phoebe,  his  wife,  my  nressuage 

oiled^ Bakers  lith  the  dy’e  house  and  lands,  etc.  belonging  to  it  in  Cranbrookey  also  my  messuage  lands 
A  rtr  which  I  late  purchased  of  John  Couchman  in  Biddenden.  To  Alexander,  son  of  m>  soi  , 

Atoander  Sheafe,  my  messuage,  lands,  woods,  etc.,  in  the  parish  ^rm*^ 

Plushingherst.  To  my  son  Harmon  Sheafe,  my  messuage,  lands,  etc.,  in  Ruckinge,  Suave,  and 

also  certain  tenements  in  Cranbrooke. 

1604,  Sept.  6.  Do:  At  age  of  about  69,  Thomas  Sheafe  is  buried  at  Cranbrook. 

1604  Oct  3  Do-  Will  is  proved.  Lands  and  tenements  are  willed  in  the  following  16  places:  Cram 

brooke’  Hawkherst,  Goodherst,  Brenchley,  Penburic,  Bennenden,  Bkldenden,  Charte,  Woodchurch,  p  - 
dore,  Kenardingdon,  Ruckinge,  Suave,  Wareborne,  Bedersden,  and  Deune  of  Blushing  lers  . 

CHILDREN 

(bp.  at  St.  Dunston’s,  Cranbrook,  Kent) 

'  •  Cr«„w,ch  by  .ng 

James,  May  7,  1624. 

2.  RICHARD  b. 


m.  Jan’y  8,  15S0/1,  Margery  Robcries 


10  ch 


she  d. 


3  EDMUND  b.  Mch.  17,  1559  60;  m  (1)  May  30,  1586,  Elizabeth  Taylor 
He  married  (2)  a  1599,  Wid.  Joane  Jordan  Downe  (see  below) 

4.  REV.  DR.  THOMAS  b.  Oct.  '»■  VStau  ^ 

Thos.  Sheafe  was  admitted  '»  m  1  a  ^ 

as  rector  of  Wei  ford,  Berks,  Au^,  15  (.  ,  j  His  wife  was  dau  of  Rev.  William  Wilson,  D.D., 

"nm,  wht  rLaitts  stattdL  -  the  oldest  tesidenee  stattdi.te  in  Conneettetu  today. 

5  lOAN  b  Dec  19.  1562;  m.  Jan’y  16,  1580,  Dr.  Ciles  Fletcher;  she  d.  he  d.  1610 

He  was  Ambas^idor  to  Russia,  1588.  Sons  Phineas  &  Giles  were  poets  of  some  note. 

6  KATHERINE  b.  May  13,  1564 

She  bur.  Oct.  27,  1581,  se  17;  d.  of  plague. 

7  lOHN  b.  Sept.  9.  1565;  m.  May  30,  1586.  Katherine  Sanders;  he  d.  bet.  1604  and  1609 

Were  of  Goodhurst.  She  m  (2)  lie.  Nov.  6,  1609,  Francis  Birch. 

-T”f  'i“do:pt:b";  :.,fof  ■ 

9.  MARY  b.  Jan’y  6,  1567;  she  bur.  Oct.  14.  1581,  ae  14  (plague) 

10.  HARMON  b.  July  4,  1570;  m.  lie.  July  6,  1608,  Wid.  Sara  Gyllebrand 

Widow  Sarah  was  of  Cranbrook. 

11.  ANN  b.  Mch.  2,  1571;  m.  Peter  Courthop 

12.  SAMUEL  b.  Feb’y  21,  1573 

Not  mentioned  in  father’s  will  of  1604. 

13.  WILLIAM  b. - ;  he  bur.  Oct.  27,  1575 

14.  benjamin  b.  Aug.  18,  1577;  he  bur.  Aug.  21,  1577,  a;  3  days 

15  ELIZABETH  b. - ;  m.  lie.  Nov.  17,  1602,  Stephen  Brett 

They  were  of  New  Romney. 


7  ch 
5  ch 
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EDMUND  SHEAFFE  b.  Mch.  17,  1559,  60 

WID.  JOANE  m  (U  May  30, 

JORDAN  DOWNE  1586  Elizabeth  Taylor 
b.  a  1578  m  (2)1599  Wid.  Jane 

d.  Aug.  1,  1659  (or  Joane)  Jordan  Downe 
a?  a  81  he  bur.  Nov.  1,  1626 

X  66 

1578.  Vol.  55,  p  213  N  E  H  &  G:  Joane  Jordan 
was  born  about  this  time  for  she  must  have  been 
in  the  neighborhood  of  21  in  1599  when  she  was 
married  (2)  in  order  to  have  children  spread  over 
the  next  20  years.  When  m  (  2)  to  Edmund  Sheafe 
she  was  a  widow  of  a  Mr.  Downe  of  Challock. 

1625,  Nov.  1.  F  213  Do:  Joane  Jordan  Sheafe’s 
husband,  in  his  will,  mentions  “my  wife  Joane 
and  my  wife’s  five  children’’  and  makes  “my  lov- 
ing  brother'in-law,  Mr.  Nicholas  Jordan  Esq.,’’ 
her  own  brother,  “my  overseer.’’  Joane  had  lived 
with  her  2nd  husband  for  some  27  years  in  Eng- 
land  and  had  had  eight  children.  In  1639  when 
she  came  with  the  first  settlers  to  Guilford,  Ct., 
she  was  about  61  years  old,  perhaps  the  oldest  of 
the  colonists.  She  had  good  support,  however,  for 
four  of  her  children  and  their  families  were  with 
her,  including  her  daughter  Joane  Sheafe  Chitten¬ 
den,  with  whom  she  lived.  She  had  20  years  of 
life  in  Guilford  in  its  primeval  stages. 

1659,  Aug.  1.  P  30  Sheafe  Gen  (1923):  Widow 
Joane  Jordan  Downe  Sheafe,  dies  at  Guilford  at 
approximate  age  of  eighty  one. 


1559  60,  Mch.  17.  Vol.  55,  p  210  N  E  H  &  G: 
Edmund  Sheaffe  was  born  at  the  family  home¬ 
stead  at  St.  Dunston’s,  Cranbrook,  Kent  County, 
England. 

1586,  May  30.  P  213  Do:  His  marriage  with 
Elizabeth  Taylor  occurs  at  about  the  time  when 
William  Shakespeare  begins  to  write;  his  plays  at 
least  being  much  purer  than  those  of  his  predeces¬ 
sors,  and  :narkcd  by  great  familiarity  with  the  Bi¬ 
ble,  next  to  which  they  rank  in  the  world’s  litera¬ 
ture. 

1598,  Mch.  5.  Do:  This  is  a  sad  day  in  the  fam¬ 
ily  circle  for  the  five  young  children,  the  oldest  of 
whom  is  under  eleven,  and  the  bereaved  young 
husband  of  38;  for  his  wife  Elizabeth  is  buried  to¬ 
day. 

“Oh,  God!  it  is  a  fearful  thing 
To  see  the  human  soul  take  wing 
In  any  shape,  in  any  mood.’’ 

So  said  Byron  and  he  spoke  the  truth.  But  the 
world  grinds  on  and  the  children  must  have  care. 
So  there  comes,  after  about  one  year,  another 
mother,  Joane,  who  makes  a  good  one,  if  we  may 
judge  by  the  quality  of  her  children.  While  he 
was  now  38  we  figure  that  Joane  was  not  far  from 
21. 

1604,  Sept.  6,  P  211  Do:  Edmund  was  forty- 
four  years  old  when  Thomas  Sheafe,  his  father, 
died  leaving  property  to  him  in  these  words:  “To 
my  son  Edmund  Sheafe,  lands  and  tenements 
which  I  late  purchased  of  Richard  Guildeford, 
Esq.,  in  Woodchurch,  Kenardington,  and  Aple- 


dore,  and  my  messuage  and  lands  in  Chart  and  Bedersden,  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever. 


1615,  Dec.  29.  Do:  Edmund’s  uncle,  William  Sheafe,  remembers  him  in  these  words:  “to  Edmund 
Sheafe,  son  of  Thomas  Sheafe,  my  brother,  my  messuage  at  Upper  Wilsley.’’  This  was  a  broadcloth  hall 
where  a  master  manufacturer  lived  and  kept  his  stock.  Like  many  others,  it  is  standing  today  (1901,i. 
Whether  this  was  run  as  a  cloth  establishment  by  Edmund  we  do  not  know,  but  it  is  certain  that  he 
turned  this  with  his  other  properties  to  good  account. 

1625,  Nov.  1.  P  213  Do:  In  his  will,  Edmund  Sheafe  mentions  among  other  relatives,  “my  wife  Joane, 
and  to  niy  wife’s  five  children,  and  to  my  three  sons-in-law  which  married  her  daughters;  to  Joane  my 
wife,  furniture  etc.,  at  her  discretion  betwixt  her  children  and  mine;  my  loving  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Nich¬ 
olas  Jordan,  Esq.,  for  my  wife’s  sake,  his  own  sister,  to  be  overseer;  my  loving  kinsman  and  neighbor  - 
Smallhope  Bigge  of  Cranbrooke  and  Robert  Kitchell,  now  of  Cranbrooke,  my  wife  s  eldest  son,  also  over¬ 
seers.’’  His  “wife’s  five  children,”  says  one  writer,  “were  probably  John,  Harmon,  Jacob,  Mary  and  eld¬ 
est  daughter  Margaret,  who  married  Robt.  Kitchell,”  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  they  were  Harmon, 
Margaret,  Joanna,  Jacob  and  Mary,  the  other  three  being  probably  dead  at  this  time. 

1626,  Nov.  1.  Do:  Just  one  year  to  a  day  after  making  his  will  Edmund  Sheafe  is  buried  in  the  church 
yard  at  St.  Dunston’s.  He  was  in  his  67th  year.  We  do  not  have  the  inventory  of  the  estate,  but  that 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


it  was  of  goodly  size  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  Edmund’s  daughter  Joanne,  of^Guilford,  Conn.,  forty 
two  years  from  now,  has  listed  in  her  inventory  an  item  of  “estate  in  England  £76- 13- 10.” 

1626,  Dec.  11.  Do:  Will  is  proved  in  the  Archdeaconry  Court  of  Canterbury. 


CHILDREN 

(fust  5  by  1st  marriage;  last  8  by  2iid  marriage;  first  5  christened  at  Marden,  Kent,  England;  from  6  to  9 
christened  at  All  Saints,  Woodchurch,  Kent;  last  4  christened  at  Dunston  s,  Cranbrook) 


1.  THOMAS  bp.  Oct.  22,  1587;  m.  Sept.  24,  1616,  Mary  Sharppy;  he  d.  1635,  sc  48 

Their  six  children  all  bp.  at  Cranbrooke. 

2.  MARIE  bp.  June  24,  1590;  m.  lie.  May  16,  1606,  Joseph  Glid 

He  was  a  clothier  of  Goudhurst. 

3.  ELIZABETH  bp.  Aug.  13,  1592;  bur.  Aug.  3,  1593,  ac  1  year 

4.  ELIZABETH  bp.  Dec.  2,  1593 

5.  EDMUND  bp.  Mch.  14,  1596;  m.  Elizaljcth  Cotton;  he  d.  1649,  .x  53 

He  was  a  citizen  and  mercer  of  London. 

6.  JOHN  bp.  Aug.  24,  1600;  d.  young 

7.  HARMON  bp. - ;  m  (1)  Elizabeth  Panckhurst 


she  d. 


He  m  (4)  Mary  Wood.  There  were  seven 


6  ch 


3  ch 


7  ch 


He  m  (2)  abt.  1640,  Mary  Butcher.  He  m  (3)  Mary  Swinock. 
children,  all  baptized  at  Cranbrooke. 

8  MARGARET  b.  a  1602;  m.  July  21,  1632,  Robert  Kitchell;  she  d.  1682,  ae  ^  he  d.  1672,  ae  68 

At  marriage  she  was  of  Tenterden,  age  30,  and  he  of  Rolvenden,  England.  1  hey  settled  m  1639  in  Conn.,  _ 
and  in  1666  in  Newark,  New  Jersey.  She  died  at  Greenwich,  Conn. 

JOANNA  b.  a  1608;  m.  Maj.  William  Chittenden  fsee  below) 

10.  MR.  JACOB  bp.  Aug.  4,  1616;  m.  lie.  Sept.  7,  1643,  Margaret  Webb;  he  d.  Mch.  22,  1658/9,  at  42  she 

He’^hL^tabie  mlb  in  King’s  Chapel  bur.  gd.,  Boston.  Was  wealthy  man  of  Boston  and  Guilford  ^nn. 
Inv’y,  £8,528-8-3.  Was  rich  through  the  Webb  fortune,  probably.  She  m  (2)  a  1665,  Thomas  Thatcher, 
son  of  Rev.  Peter  Thatcher  of  Massachusetts. 

11.  "ACHRISOMER”  bur.  Aug.  1,  1616 

Probably  a  twin  of  Jacob. 

12.  MARY  bp.  Oct.  19,  1617;  bur.  Jan’y  30,  1617,  18,  a:  3  mos. 

13  MARY  bp  Sept.  26,  1620;  m.  Robert  Merriam;  she  d.  July  22,  1693,  a;  73  he  d.  Feb  15,  1682,  a;  72 

They  emigrated  to  America  and  both  died  at  Concord,  Mass.  In  her  will  of  Feb'y  15.  1688,  she  mentions 
the  following  children  of  her  “sister  Joanna  in  southern  parts”:  John,  Nathaniel,  Mary,  Joanna.  All 
other  6  of  the  10  children  of  Joanna  were  dead  at  this  time. 


4  ch 


8  ch 


0  ch 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Major  William  Chittenden  bp.  1594  m.  Joanna  Sheaffe  b.  a  1608 
Thomas  Wright  Jr.  b.  1630  m.  Elizabeth  Chittenden  b.  a  1637 
Col.  David  Goodrich  b.  1667  m.  Hannah  Wright  b.  1671 
Allen  Goodrich  b.  1690  m.  Elizabeth  Goodrich  b.  1691 
Elijah  Hart  b.  1711  m.  Abigail  Goodrich  b.  1714 
Capt.  Jonathan  Eno  b.  1739  m.  Mary  Hart  b.  1744 
Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 
Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 
Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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THE  SPERRY  FAMILY 


RICHARD  SPERRY  b. - 

DENNIS -  m. - 

b.  -  d.  after  1698 

d.  1707 

1661.  P  17  C  R  (1914):  Dennis  Sperry  joins 
the  New  Haven  Church,  being  No.  250  on  their 
membership  roll. 

1661/2,  Feb’y  10.  Vol.  I,  p  366  T  V:  “Goodw. 
Sperry”  is  assigned  a  seat  in  the  meeting  house 
“before  Mrs.  Allerton’s  Seate.” 

1693,  Apl.  8.  In  his  will  her  husband  says, 
"  Imprimis  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  beloved 
wife  Dennis  Sperry  all  my  moveable  &  stock  of 
Cattell  of  all  sorts  to  enable  her  to  pay  all  my 
Just  Debts  &  Expenses  as  aboves’d  And  for  her 
own  Comfortable  Subsistence  &  widowhood.”  Also 
she  is  to  have  the  house  and  land  which  by  cove¬ 
nant  with  the  widow  of  son  John  Sperry  is  re¬ 
served  to  her;  but  if  his  wife  marries  again  she  is 
to  have  but  one  third  of  the  house,  moveables, 
stock,  &c.  “And  lastly  I  doe  appoint  my  deare  & 
beloved  wife  Dennis  Sperry  soe  long  as  she  con¬ 
tinues  a  Widow  and  son  Nathll  Sperry  to  be  Ex¬ 
ecutrix  &  Executor  of  this  my  last  will.” 

1707.  P  17  N  H  C  R  (1914):  Dennis  Sperry’s 
death  is  here  given.  It  follows  the  record  of  her 
church  membership. 


1643  4,  Jan’y  4.  Vol.  I,  p  80  G  C,  New  Haven: 
“Rich:  Spery”  was  fined  Is  “for  defect  in  his  gun 
cock,  ”  along  with  three  other  citizens  of  the  town. 
This  is  the  first  item  we  find  in  regard  to  Richard 
Sperry  who  was  in  fact  entitled  to  a  better  begin¬ 
ning  for  he  proved  to  be  an  able  manager  for  oth¬ 
ers  as  well  as  for  himself.  He  seemed  to  have  the 
trade  of  a  cooper,  in  addition  to  having  his  own 
farm  property,  while  at  the  same  time  being  the 
farm  manager  for  Deputy  Governor  Stephen  Good¬ 
year  of  New  Haven,  one  of  the  wealthiest  of  the 
early  planters.  One  writer  says  that  the  farm 
which  the  Goodyears  made  over  to  Richard  Sperry 
was  a  large  tract  of  land  described  as  the  “rich 
plain  of  West  Rock”  in  present  town  of  Wood- 
bridge.  There  were  over  1200  acres  in  this  tract 
which  for  over  two  centuries  has  been  called 
“Sperry’s  Farms.”  His  residence  in  New  Haven 
was  on  the  West  side  of  the  Rock  about  one  mile 
from  the  cave  where  the  regicides  Goffe  and  W'hal- 
ley  enjoyed  their  hiding  from  the  Crown  officers 
of  the  restored  Monarchy  in  England.  Sperry  had 
indeed  supplied  them  with  food  as  shown  later. 
Richard  Sperry,  no  doubt,  found  and  married  his 
wife  Dennis  in  New  Haven  since  all  the  children 
are  recorded  there;  but  no  inkling  of  the  marriage 
date  or  the  surname  of  the  bride  survives.  No 
doubt  both  were  born  in  England  but  no  one 
seems  to  know  where  as  yet. 


-  1644,  July  1.  P  89  Do:  “Rich:  Spery”  appears 

on  the  new  freeman’s  list  at  New  Haven,  this  list  containing  182  men  -  three  times  as  many  as  first 
appeared  at  the  town’s  settling  in  1639.  The  reason  for  this  list  was  the  rapid  growth  and  the  desire 
to  make  a  fresh  start.  Governor  Eaton  was  first  to  take  the  oath  and  “Then  he  gave  itt  to  all  those 
whose  names  are  hereunder  written.”  In  the  roll  also  was  our  James  Bell,  Henry  Peck  and  Benjamin 
Wilmot. 


1648,  May  2.  P  211  Do:  Evidence  of  his  being  a  careful  man  is  found  in  this  item:  “Richard  Spery 
was  complained  of  for  not  comeing  to  watch  but  Mr.  Goodier  answered  for  time  that  when  he  was  neare 
comeing  from  the  farme,  they  wanted  an  oxe;  the  neager  said  he  was  sick  &  left  in  the  woods,  so  he  was 
faine  to  goe  forth  to  seek  him  least  hee  should  be  lost.” 

1651,  Nov.  4.  Vol.  I,  p  72  T  V:  At  Court  “Widdow  Beecher  testifieth”  that  John  Bishop,  dec’d  of 
New  Haven,  had  left  by  will,  among  others,  “to  Richard  Spery  a  cloath  suit  &  a  cloath  coate.” 


1654/55,  Mch.  12.  P  164  Do:  Richard  Spery  and  two  others  “were  complained  of  for  falling  trees 
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contrary  to  Order,  to  make  pipe  staves  for  some  of  Milford.  ”  The  defense  was  that  they  thought  they 
were  oiLide  of  the  order,  being  so  far  from  town,  but  now  see  their  error  and  the  court  lets  them  oft  if 

they  stop  at  6,000  staves. 

1656 '7  Tan’y  6.  P  204  Do:  “Richard  Spery  entered  an  action  against  Thomas  Mullenner  for  marke- 
ins  a  boaic  of  his,  by  wch  mcancs  he  could  not  owne  him  to  fetch  Itim  liomc,  and  so  the  boare  hath  stride 
aboute  the  farmes  and  done  much  damage.”  The  court  finally  appoints  a  committee  of  trvo  to  get  more 
light  on  the  case  and  report  at  the  next  court. 

1656. 7  Feb’y  3.  Pp  207-8-9  Do:  With  more  light  on  the  case  the  Court  allowed  Sperry  to  take  the 
boare  and  fined  .Vlullenner  for  this  and  other  “public  unrighteousness  40  shillings  to  be  payd  to  the 

towne”  and  to  “Richard  Sperry  for  3  day  worke.” 

1659  Dec  6  P  29S  Do:  “Richard  Sperry  haveing  contrary  to  order  received  Samuel  Boston  into  his 

family  came  voluntarily  to  make  his  appollogie  to  the  Courte.”  The  Court  suspends  sentence  «  de^ 
dared  y‘  almost  a  yeare  since  he  hired  the  sd  Samuel  Boston  to  help  him  about  pipe  staves  but  m  >e 
Sorino  he  wanting  seed  come,  he  let  him  some  land,  but  he  did  not  consider  the  law,  as  he  should  hav^ 
done  "The  law  was  read,  &  he  was  told  that  he  had  broken  it,  &  thereby  fell  under  the  penalty  of  it,  & 
yt  it 'would  be  expected  that  he  free  the  Towne  of  any  charge  yt  may  come  by  him,  &  y‘  it  ^ 

him  to  free  the  Towne  of  him  before  the  yeare  be  expired.  Rich:  Sperry  sd  that  he  vvas  a  man  o.  good 
crrilge,”  &c.  The  Court,  however,  wants  further  knowledge  of  him  and  desires  the  Governor  speake 

with  him,”  meanwhile  suspending  sentence. 

1660  AdI  23  P  316  Do:  “Mrs.  Goodyeare  &  her  farmer  Richard  Sperry,  having  lately  sustained 

muriosse  by  fire,  it  was  propounded  that  some  help  might  be  afforded  unto  them.”  According  y  13 
Stifens  were  picked,  each  for  his  respective  quarter,  “to  speake  wth  their  neighbours  to  see  what  will 
be  freely  contributed  for  their  help  severally. 

1fif,l  Mav  13  P  430  N  H  Hist  (1881):  “On  Monday,  May  13,  Whalley  and  Goffe  were  conducted 
some  three  miles  into  the  wilderness  beyond  the  mill,  where,  a  booth  having  been  constructed,  the  generals 
soent  two  nights  at  the  place  called  Hatchet  Harbor.  On  Wednesday  the  Crown  s  emissaries  being  now 
far  on  their  way  to  New  Amsterdam,  it  was  safe  for  Whalley  and  Goffe  to  come  nearer  to  the  h^bitcation 
of  men  and  they  were  on  that  day  conducted  to  West  Rock,  or  Providence  Hill,  as  they  named  it,  by 
Richard  Sperry  one  of  the  three  friends  who  had  guided  them  to  Hatchet  Harbor  Here  vvere  seve 
huge TragS  rock  overhung,  since  called  Judges’  Cave,  which  was  the  refuge  of  these  hunted 

reglcidcs^from  Mav  15  to  June  11.  They  were  supplied  with  food  from  day  today  by  the  faithful  Sperry 
whose  bouse  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  though  much  nearer  than  any  other,  was  near  y  a  mile  distant. 

to  conjecture  that  they  went  down  in  the  evening  to  Sperry’s  house  to  sleep,  and  re^ 
^^urned  early  in  the  morning  to  the  cave,  though  tradition  allows  only  that  they  sonretimes  came  to  the 
ViniKiP  in  stormv  weather.  Probably  not  more  than  three  or  four  persons  knew  that  they  vvere  in  Sperry 
•abbnrhood-  perhaps  of  the  few  who  knew  that  he  supplied  their  wants  and  guarded  the  approach  to 
thdl  Drivact’nouc  but  himself  had  ever  seen  the  Judges'  Cave.”  While  the  rulers  of  the  restored  mom 

I  ^  f  Charles  1 1  were  thus  chasing  the  puritan  regicides  m  the  new  world,  a  sample  of  its  activity 
archy  of  Charles  II  ^  °  ^  ^fter  this  date  which  required  all  members 

r/adirlt  m tt.;;:  'sa^rmem  aLri;  to  t^:e  AngLan  form.  "At  this  time  there  but  one 

house  except  Sperry's  between  New  Haven  and  the  Hudson  River  going  westward  except  a  fe  . 

1661/2,  Feb'y  10.  Vol.  1,  p  365  T  V:  Rich.  Sperry  is  placed  in  the  3-  pew  “in  the  side  seates  above  the 

**°1«9,  Oct.  Vol.  II,  p  524  G  G,  Ptd:  Rich:  Sperry  is  on  the  freeman's  census  list  of  91  men  in  New 
Haven,  the  only  one  of  our  lines  now  in  the  list. 

c  j  ’  Vrxi  II  nn  57-5e8  T  V-  “ Mrs.  Margret  Goodyeare  &  her  daughters,  as  by  a  wTiteing 

(subscriL^ry  Margmt  Go^dyLre.  Samll  Ambrous,  Hannah  Lamberton,  Desire  Lamberton  d  Obedience 
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Lamberton  &  witnessed  by  Edward  Preston  di  W-  Meeker  beareing  date  of  January  3*^  1664:)  appeares, 
doth  alienate  forever  to  Richard  Sperry  his  heyres  &  assignes  forever  The  farmc  whereon  now  he  dweletly 
sometimes  of  Right  belongeing  to  Mr.  Stephen  Goodyeare  now  deceased,  with  all  ye  buildings  ftences  & 
Lands  inclosed  or  not,  with  all  Rights  &.  pri\  ilidges  thereunto  belonging,  they  sd  all  their  parts  m  it  as  in 
ye  writeing  is  expressed  which  was  now  allowed  in  court.”  (The  wife  of  Samuel  Ambrose  was  Hope, 
daughter  of  George  and  Margaret  Lamberton,  of  New  Haven,  her  mother  being  now  widow  of  Deputy- 
governor  Stephen  Goodyear). 

1667/8,  Feb’y  7.  P  114  Do:  .At  town  meeting  the  Committee  reported  his  seat  in  the  meeting  house. 
Rich:  Sperry  being  one  of  four  men  assigned  to  pew  4  in  ‘‘the  Cross  Seates. 

1668,  Sept.  7.  P  126  Do:  ‘‘Upon  ye  desire  of  Richard  Sperry  It  was  left  to  the  Townesmen  to  appoint 
same  to  goe  w"'  ye  Surveyor,  to  order  the  laying  out  of  the  flarme  formerly  belonging  to  Mr.  Goodyeare, 
but  now  in  the  possession  of  the  sd  Richard  Sperry.” 

1669  Aug  9  Vol.  11,  p  2  T  V  fly  leaf:  ‘‘Know  all  men  by  these  prsents  that  1,  Margaret  Goodyeare, 
doe  acknowledge  to  have  received  full  satisfaction,  for  a  farme  that  1  sold  to  Richard  Sperry  Senior,  and 
I  doe  hereby  promise  &  ingage  to  possess  him  the  said  Richard  Sperry  senior.  In  and  upon  the  sd  farme, 
without  any  molestation  from  mee,  my  heyres.  Executors,  or  Administrators,  to  injoy  ye  said  farme 
peaceably  and  quietly  as  tvitnes  nty  band  the  9'"  day  of  August,  1669:  Goodvear" 

1673  '4  March  11  Vol  11,  p  176  T  V:  ‘‘After  ye  names  were  called,  Capt"  Jno  Nash  from  ye  townes 
men  infomned  ye  towne  of  sundry  things  vizt:  That  Ralph  Lines  &  Richard  Sperry  burne  ye  woods  on 
ye  west  side  from  Paugassitt  path  up  to  ye  round  hills.”  (Ten  committees  were  named  to  do  this  job  of 

burning). 

1680  July  5.  P  220  Do:  ‘‘A  motion  was  made  on  ye  behalfe  of  Nat"  Sperry  &  Beniamin  Peeke,  tnat 
ye  Towne  would  graunt  unto  them,  at  ye  upper  side  of  theyer  father  Sperries  farme,  a  small  parcell  of 
boggy  meadow  and  ye  upland  at  ye  end  of  it  to  ye  river;  upon  ye  motion  The  Towne  defyred  &  appointed 
the  Townesmen  or  some  of  them,  to  view  ye  place,  how  it  lyeth,  &  what  quantitye  is  of  ye  meadow,  & 
what  quantitye  of  ye  said  upland,  &  to  make  report  thereof  at  another  meeting. 

1680  Dec.  20.  P  225  Do:  ‘‘The  persons  that  are  to  have  theyer  third  division  of  Land  on  ye  Western 
side  of  the  Towne:  Hear  followeth  theyer  Names  in  ye  order  theyer  Lott  came  forth  from  ye  first  through¬ 
out  to  the  Last  ”  Here  are  a  few  names  under  this  heading:  ‘‘Richard  Sperry  Ser:  heads  8,  estates  74, 
acres  46M;  Richard  Sperry  Jun:  heads  2,  estate  7,  acres  20;  John  Sperry:  heads  4,  estate  34,  acres 

22H-” 

1683  '4  March  17.  P  242  Do:  ‘‘Richard  Sperry  Senior  made  a  motion  to  ye  Towne  on  ye  behalfe  of 
his  son  John  Sperry  that  they  would  graunt  him  an  E.xchange  of  his  Land  in  ye  Third  div^ion;  his  lott 
ieth  at  ye  halfe  way  to  Milford;  that  they  would  Exchange  it  for  som  land  by  Timothy  Gibbards  lott 
at  ye  upper  end  of  Naugautucke  reach;  and  It  was  put  to  vote  &  was  graunted. 

1686  Dec.  24.  Vol.  IV,  p  21  T  V:  ‘‘In  yt  part  of  ye  third  division  in  New  Haven  that  was  Layd 
out  in  ye  yeare  1681,”  ten  highways  were  now  laid  out,  the  8th  being  ‘‘for  ye  road  to  Lebanon  between 
Richard  Sperry  senior  on  ye  West  and  Joseph  Peck  on  ye  East”  on  highway  of  four  rods  wide. 

1689.  P  29  C  R  (1914):  Richard  Sperry  Sr.  joins  the  1st  church,  being  No.  408  on  the  list.  Note 
how  6  of  the  children  joined  near  to  this  time  -  all  rather  late  in  life. 

1693  April  8  Vol  II,  pp  213-216  P  Ct,  New  Haven:  ‘‘  1  Richard  Sperry  sen^  of  New  Haven  in  New 
England  being  in  Competency  of  health  &  p’fect  understanding  &  memory  Calling  to  mind  the  transitory 
estate  of  men  in  this  World  and  not  Knowing  how  soone  God  may  Call  me  away  by  death  Doe  so  cause 
to  make  &  ordaine  this  my  last  ^^■ill  &  testament  in  manor  &  forme  following.  Committing  my  Soule  to 
God  yt  gave  it  &  my  body  to  the  Earth  to  be  decently  buryed  according  to  the  Discresion  of  my  Executor 
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A  er>noft  egoibihjd  »x  Us  rfjiw  ,bs^cr>^b  won  oiB9<<booD  n^ciqsJS  .iM  oJ  anb|^*obd  iriaifl  1o  nmijamot 
(li  «fi  Ji  ni  ^llllq  ixsd?  lU  b«  .gnlgnolvl  o)riu:)isriJ  Mat'll* -'«<?  A  tiHaiH  Us  HJiw  .ion  lo  baaoboi  ebnsj 
«Jiw  woidmA  bufnsZ  1o  'siUw  sffT)  "  jiijod  ni  bo'A'oUs  won  mw  rf:>»Hw  t/bmigib  tl  ani^lhw  ay 
-yiuqaQ  lo  wobiw  won  jniad  v^rlxm  lail  jrr/sH  wa>t  \o  .nonadmaJ  laieaisM  bn»  agioaO  >>  nid^uab 

‘.(isr^booD  tmUpiZ  wmsvog 

.aegod  anfawfn  arfl  nl  ism  eW  banorpn  oaiitfrunoD  arfj  a**>^n  »r#oi  lA  ;oa  W I  H  J.y’cfol  ,8\YddI 
»-•  ^  '*  woO  'jfO  '*  nll>  waq  oi  bangiies  norn  loofl  }o  ano  ant^  ymq8  ;fbLJI 

inioqqs  ol  fnrn2anwoT  arfJ  oi  rtal  esw  j|  yrpqZ  biaibl^l  tninb  ay  noqU**  :aO  dSI  3  S  .Jcp3  ,8ddl 
.oisaybooD  .iM  ol  ania*toiad  yiionnol  MmaU  art!  Joo  sniyol  art!  tabio  oi  ,ioyaviu2  ay  ^*w  aog  oi  aoisa 

".yruiqE  bisibiA  be  adi  lo  noiaueaoq  adi  nt  won  lud 

.aisaybooO  ifir-jisM  ,1  isdl  fcJnanq  aodi  yd  rwjn  lls  won>l**  :l«al  yft  V  T  C  q  <11  .loV  .(?  .^uA  ,WdI 
bns  ,TDlna2  yrnqS  ol  bioe  I  fsdJ  acmid  b  to)  .noitaslabce  UiA  bavisaat  avod  oo  a^balwombn  aob 

*  .arms!  b*  adJ  noqw  Bns  nl  .aoims  Vraaq?  tia&ASi  blia  artl  mid  wanoq  oJ  9a*ai^  ^  aeknoaq  ydaitad  aob  1 
aims)  biss  ay  yo^ni  ol  .noiBiidniitibA  io  ,sxmnax3  ,aiyad  ym  .aam  moi)  noijsiekxfi  yns  luodiiw 

:^r  ,i*uguA  Vj  yrb  adi  bnsd  ym  taniiw  es  ylialup  boe  yldsaasaq 

**  s A3 YOOOO  THSAdSA  M 

Mriwoa  ay  mol)  difiK  on^  "iqcD  .ballsa  araw  eaman  ay  lailA**  :7  T  dTf  q  ,!!  .Io7  .II  rfoisM  >\CTdl 
no  eboow  ay  amud  ymq^  biodaiM  A  aaiiiJ  dqlofl  isdT  rniv  egnldi  yibnue  loanwoi  ay  bamidbii  narn 
Vi  do(  brt)  ob  oi  bamnii  ataw  wiitruriwa  naT)  "sifid  bntioi  ay  oj  qu  ^sq  iJteajqtusM  moi)  able  itaw  ay 

.(Snknud 

loih  .aiafldi  nimslnafl  i  yTT»q2  JsH  \o  allodad  ay  no  absm  &w  noliom  A*‘  :oO  OTt  *1  .1  ytul  ,0061 
lo  Ihaisq  Niiin^  s  ,wnci  »aimq^  T«t)tl  iryadi  Io  abi«  Taqqu  ay  is  ,madi  oinu  Inusri  bUiow  aowoT  ay 
baifiioqqs  A  bar<>ab  anwoT  odT  nodooiay  noqu:ta'/hayo>9)lDbnaay  is  bnaJqu  ay  bn#  wobsaot  ys^ 
ib  .wobeatri  ay  lo  el  riiUnoup  ndw  1b  idJayl  Ji  wod  .aafilq  ay  walv  oi  ^nadi  lo  amo*  io  namenwoT  adi 

‘V^rloaifi  tadlons  is  lortadl  noqai  adsm  oi  A  .bnstqu  bbui  ay  Io  aylhnaiip  Isdw 

maliaW  ay  no  UisJ  Io  noiiivib  tiidl  ti>y:>di  a  /ad  ol  ais  iadJ  anon^  adT”  :oQ  ?££  *1  .01  .aaQ  ,0061 
^djuoid)  Jirtf)  ay  moil  f1rn6  amaa  iioJ  layadi  rafaio  ay  ni  tamsVI  layart)  rtiawotlol  isaH  tanwoTadllo  abts 
,t>V  eaiBio  J0  ^b6ad  :ia2  yiaaqS  bii  dalfl"  tsnibead  «idi  Tabnu  tamon  wd)  s  ate  aiaH  **.JcsJ  adi  ol  luo 
earn  >€  aJsiea  ,¥  zbsad  :yTiaq2  ndo^  ;0£  bias  S  aioita  ^  ebsad  :nul.  ynaq2  brsdalH  ;Hdf  ims 

Io  allsdad  ay  no  anwoT  ay  ol  noiKsn  •  absin  lokn^  yrtaqZ  bisibLA*'  :oQ  H  .VI  daisM  >\C8dl 
not  «id  :aoieivib  biidT  ay  ni  UisJ  «id  Io  asnsrhxO  ns  intd  InuBrqi  bluow  yadl  isdl  yrtaqS  ndo(.  no*  tid 
iioi  BbisddiO  ydfomiT  yd  bnsl  mot  lol  li  «9nsibir3  bbiow  yadl  isdl  ;bnoIUM  oi  ysw  altsd  ay  is  dlai 

".balnusig  isw  A  afov  on  luq  kw  il  bns  ;rb«si  a;i30iuBgU6ld  Io  bna  TX|qu  ay  is 

bysJ  esw  ltd)  naveH  waM  n)  nchnvib  tnIdJ  ay  Io  nsq  ly  nl**  iV  T  l£  q  ,7!  .ioV  asQ  A0dl 
naawiad  nonsdaJ  ol  boon  ay  id**  yibd  dl8  adi  ,3«io  Wsl  wow  araw  lyswd^  nai  **,1861  aasay  ay  nl  Joo 
^abiw  ebon  lud)  Io  ycvrigld  no  '*  lis3  ty  no  r1qaco|,  bns  leaW  ay  no  aoinat  ymqS  bisibin 

aio/i .  .jfH  ad)  no  80^  .oM  (ntad  .tbruda  leJ  adi  cokH  iZ.  ynaq2  brsiialH  H  D  .CC  4  .<?0di 

.alii  ni  and  ladisi  Us  aona  sM)  O)  isan  b^ioi  naibliib  adt  Io  6  wod 

waH  nJ  navsii  waH  Io  ’nae  ynaqS  bisdal^I  1**  :nav6H  wald  ,0  9  6I£^I£  qq  ,11  .b)V  .0  BtqA  ,W6I 
yfoiiensTl  ad)  Lnlm  o)  sniilsD  yTomam  A  ^nHmsinaLMiv  nrA'q  A  dtlsad  Io  yanalaqmoO  nl  |nbd  binal|n3 
aeusa  oe  aoQ  disab  yd  ysws  am  lisD  yam  boD  snoot  wod  ^niwon^  ion  bus  biaoW  tidi  rH  nara  V>  aislsa 
o)  aluo2  ym  ynlDimrivO  .^nrsoUd)  arnidl  A  xsisra  nl  irtamsitsi  A  iliw  fesi  ym  ddl  snUbro  A  aism  oJ 
ioiu>as3  ym  Io  nobaratJG  adi  oi  gmbioooa  bayiod  ybnaxib  ad  oi  df  is3  ad)  o)  ybod  ym  A  li  av6|  ly  boO 
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and  Executrix  hccrafter  to  be  named.  After  al!  niy  just  debts  and  funerall  expenses  Discharged  my  will 
is  as  to  ye  Dispose  of  ye  portion  of  worldly  estate  w^'‘  ye  Lord  hath  gratiously  given  me,  I  Doe  Dispose 
of  it  as  followeth.  Imprimis:  1  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  beloved  wife  Dennis  Sperry  all  my  moveables 
&  stock  of  Cattle  of  all  sorts  to  enable  her  to  pay  all  my  Just  Debts  &  Expenses  as  aboves  d  And  for  her 
owne  Comfortable  Subsistence  &  widowhood.  And  to  dispose  of  among  my  Children  as  sne  in  her  pru¬ 
dence  shall  Judge  ye  neccseity  of  one  or  other  of  them  may  require.  And  further  my  will  is  considering 
my  deare  &  beloved  wife  afores’d  for  her  Comfortable  subsistence  in  her  widowhood  if  she  shall  Remaine 
possessed  of  all  such  parts  &  parcells  in  housing  &  lands  as  are  Reserved  by  C  vnt  w'*'  my  daughter  in 
law,  Relict  of  my  son  John  Sperry  dec’d,  forever  to  my  sd  wifes  Comfortable  subsistence  as  by  sd  Cove¬ 
nant  doth  &  may  more  fully  Appear  in  Case  she  continue  a  widow'  bearing  my  name.  But  if  she  marry 
againe  then  my  will  is  yt  she  shall  have  for  her  Improvement  but  one  end  of  my  Dwelling  house  &  ye 
third  part  of  my  barne  &  yards.  And  y‘  ye  Improvement  only  of  ye  third  part  of  land  reserved  for  my 
subsistence  be  in  her  hand  during  her  n’rall  life  Leaving  my  sd  Relict  daughter  in  law  and  her  Children 
without  molestation  to  occupy  to  her  &  their  set  proiht  the  whole  tract  &  tracts  ot  land  by  Deed  also  have 
granted  unto  them;  as  also  y‘  my  sd  wife  upon  her  Mariage  shall  have  but  her  third  part  of  my  move¬ 
ables  &  stock  of  Cattle  as  above  my  Just  debts  being  first  pd.  And  this  to  be  wholly  at  her  owne  dispose. 
And  ye  Remainder  of  my  estate  to  be  equally  devided  between  all  my  Children. 

“  Item  my  will  is,  &  1  have  heereby  give  &  bequeath  to  my  Son  Ebenezer  Sperry  the  house,  barne,  up¬ 
land  &  meadow  being  in  quantity  fourteen  acres  be  it  more  or  less  formerly  in  the  possession  of  my  son 
John  Sperry  estate  Deced,  w^*'  ye  p’viledges  and  appurtenances  thereof  to  be  to  him  his  Heires  &  assignes 

°  “  Item  my  will  is  And  I  do  hereby  give  &  bequeath  unto  my  Son  Richard  Sperry  besides  w‘  I  have 
already  given  unto  him  and  is  upon  Richard  vizt  twenty  acres  of  upland  be  it  more  or  Lss  w^  I  doe 
heereby  Ratify  &  Confirm  tw'o  acres  of  Meadow  be  it  more  or  less  lying  upon  ye  South  side  of  Morrills 

rate  to  him  his  Heires  and  asignes  for  ever. 

“  Yt  as  for  my  son  in  law  Benjamin  Peck  as  I  have  given  him  twenty  acres  of  land  be  it  more  or  less 
being  alsoe  upon  Record  wch  I  doe  now  Ratify  &  Confirme,  soe  now  I  give  unto  ye  sd  Peck  &  Mary  his 
wife  and  their  Heires  two  acres  of  Meadow  be  it  more  or  less  bounded  upon  my  son  Richards  &  my  son 
Nathlls  Meadow  South,  to  be  to  them  theire  Heires  and  assignes  for  ever,  the  sd  Mary  being  his  p^sent 

w'ife  &  my  daughter.  ,  . ,  ,  i  i 

“Item  my  will  is  I  doe  heerby  give  &  bequeath  unto  my  son  Nathll  Sperry  besides  what  I  have  given 

&  Recorded  to  him  already  vizt  twenty  acres  of  upland  two  acres  of  wch  lye  in  my  flfeild  wch  I  doe  heere  y 
ratify  &  confirme  Alsoe  five  acres  of  meadow  be  it  more  or  less  lying  on  ye  south  of  Morre  Is  rate.  Alsoe 
one  acre  adjoining  unto  yt  two  acres  in  ye  feild  above  mentioned  unles  I  see  cause  to  make  some  other 
legall  dispose  thereof  while  I  live.  All  ye  above  mentioned  p’cells  to  be  to  him  his  Heires  &  Assignes  for 

^  "  Item  my  will  is  &  1  doe  heerby  give  &  bequeath  unto  my  two  Sons  Thomas  Sperry  and  Darnell 
Sperry  a  p’cell  of  upland  lying  southward  of  ye  Land  given  unto  my  son_Nathll  Contayning  by  estima¬ 
tion  about  thirty  acres  be  it  more  or  less  to  be  equally  divided  betweene  y.  And  I  doe  further  give  un 
my  son  Thomas  Sperry  a  p’cell  of  Meadow  Containing  by  estimation  two  acres  be  it  more  or  less  bounded 
by  Meadow  called  Morrells  rate  south  &  meadow  granted  unto  the  Heires  of  my  late  dec  d  son  Joh 
Sperry  -  on  ye  north  the  afores’d  p’cells  to  be  unto  them  their  Heires  &  assignes  for  ever.  Item  my  wiU 
is  &  I  doe  hereby  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  said  son  Dan"  Sperry  the  seal  part  of  ye  swamp  I  lately 
purchased  of  ye  towne  of  Newhaven.  Alsoe  one  p’cell  of  Meadow  land  bounded  by  sw^mP  Hnd  given 
unto  Ebenezer,  south  the  River  East  and  land  given  to  Nath"  Sperry  &  Benjamin  Pec '  or 

alsoe  to  him,  his  Heires  or  Assignes  for  ever.  ,  ,  ■  „ 

••  Item  I  doe  further  give  &  bequeath  unto  my  son  Ebenezer  Sperry  a  p’cell  of  ten  acres 
at  a  place  between  ye  live  meadows  on  ye  west  side  of  ye  River  bed  more  or  less  to  him  his  Heires  & 

Assignes  for  ever. 
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![}■#  ym  btksioftscKl  ^Mfl9qxs  Hctmu/I  Uis  «Jd!>b  3wi  ym  Uc  luAA  .bMnsn  ad  oj  -iM)ir»ori  xh)u3S«3  bn« 
o^oqzKl  soQ  >1  ,*>m  navq  y (euot u-q  rf}i:;ri  tioJ  sy  ‘^’w  ainiea  ylbhow  noiTioq  ay  lo  aaoqalG  ay  ot  aa  ai 
rjidi^^vocn  ym  iio  ynaqS  ainmG  aHw  bavolad  ym  oJrxu  ri}i;MJpad  boa  a'/is  1  uitmu^mV  .dJafafolbl  to  liYb 
lad  ici  baA  b'aaTodii  to  2>amqx3  A  eidaG  lauj,  ym  llo  yoq  oi  lad  atdom  oO  asioa  Ito'^o  aliloOlo  jlaoja  A 
•UK}  tad  nt  via  as  nanbiirO  ym  snoms  aeoqtib  oi  bnA  .booffsobiw  A  aomrsieduZ  aldono^moG  ortvo 
sn'nabianoa  <i  ib  »  ym  lariaiu)  boA .  .sihipai  ycm  (mdi  lo  ivffo  lo  tino  to  yjbiaoon  ay  agbut.  Usria  aaoab 
'jnioma^l  llsda  via  31  tood'/;obiw  lad  ni  yytaUiadut  aldsiwlmoD  lad  lol  b'aaio^s  s^tw  bavolad  A  aieab  ym 
nl  laid^uob  '(^n  ‘''w  )nv*D  yd  bvnxsJI  sjs  as  abnol  A  aniauod  ni  alhnieq  A  tJisq  rbua  Us  3o  boanaaoq 
'SvoD  ba  yd  to  aamiaiadua  aldenotniuD  w3iw  ba  ym  oi  lavaiol  .b*K»b  Tmq2  ndo(.  not  ym  3o  nibH  ,wsl 
yrtsm  ada  3i  }u8  .amsn  ym  rtnttsad  wobiw  o  aunilnoo  arb  atoD  ni  isariqA  yild)  aiom  yam  A  ritob  Jnsn 
ay  A  atuori  SflUb‘4KI  ym  3o  Lna  aoo  lud  irnmavoiqmi  laif  xri  avsd  liarb  adc  ty  ai  Ifiw  ym  nacb  aniogs  I 
ym  io3  bavaaaai  bnol  3o  noq  Inidi  ay  lo  ylno  inamavoaqml  ay  *y  bnA  .abisy  A  aniiid  ym  3o  imq  biWi 
naiblifO  lad  bns  wsl  ni  laldgusb  iada8  ba  ytn  gntvsaJ  alii  itoi'n  iDd  gninib  bnsH  tad  ni  ad  yanaJai«du» 
avsd  oais  baaQ  yd  bnsi  lo  UdsD  A  tjara  aloii'4^  adt  tiTknq  Sai  liad}  ib  lad  o)  yqinoo  oi  noitsiaaiom  luodfiw  ' 
-avora  ym  lo  nsq  btidt  tad  ^iid  avsH  Itoria  agoiisid  ta<i  noqu  aliw  ba  ym  'y  oais  as  :ma(i)  oirai  baifung 
.aaoqaU)  vtwo  tad  jo  ylioriw  ^  oJ  aidJ  bnA  .bq  Jatd  goiad  aJdab  iaul  avods  to  aiUsD  lo  :ilao3a  A  talda 

jiaiUiiO  ym  Us  mawj«d  baUvab  ylbuipa  ad  bl  aJoiaa  ym  lo  laLnismafl  ay  boA 
•qu  ^tfid  ,a«uod  ads  ynaqS  ta*3nad3  no8  ym  oi  ifasaupad  A  avig  ’<dataad  a/ad  1  A  ^  lltw  y^n  maJl  ** 
not  ym  lo  noitaaeioq  adJ  rti  yitamtol  aaal  to  atom  li  ad  mas  naaitubl  yJiJnoup  nl  gnbd  wobsam  A  ,bnsl 
tangieao'^  astbH  aid  nud  oJ  ad  o)  loatadJ  eaamutaituqqs  bns  tagbaliv'q  ay  ^’Vkr  .boooG  aJiuta  yitaq2  ndol. 

.tavaiol 

avad  I  Ho  aabi^  Vnaq2  bisriaiA  moZ  ym  uimi  dJoaupad  A  avig  ydatad  ob  1  bnA  ai  llba  ym  mail " 
aob  I  teal  to  atom  Ji  ad  bnatqu  lo  tans  yJnawi  idv  btsdalll  noqu  li  bns  mtri  ojnu  navig  ybaanU 
tIf'moM  lo  abia  HnmZ  ay  noqu  gniyi  ctal  to  atom  fi  ad  wobsaM  lo  tatos  owJ  mtdnoD  A  ylboH  ydaiaad 

•tava  tcA  eangits  bns  aatbH  dd  mid  oi  aJst 

teal  to  atom  d  ad  bnsi  lo  tytj»  ytnar/ri  mbf  na/ig  avad  I  cs  :>(ao*I  nlmsipaH  wsl  ni  not  ym  tctl  ts  lY** 
tld  yuM  )&  i>a8  bi  ay  oJnu  1  won  aoa  .armilaoD  A  yliJo3  vmn  aob  I  daw  btoaa8  noqu  aosis  gnbd 
nos  ym  A  tbtsfbiil  nos  ym  noqu  babnutxl  «al  to  atom  Jt  ad  wobsaM  lo  tatao  wn  tatlaH  tbdJ  bns  altw 
iuaay]  tid  gnbd  ytsld  ba  adl  ,tava  tol  tangiato  bns  aaibH  aibdt  madJ  oJ  ad  oJ  ,fltuo2  wobsaM  clIdTsld  • 

.taJrigusb  ym  A  aliw 

navig  avud  1  Jsdw  tabltad  y-naqZ  Hriaidd  no*  ym  ojnu  Hasaupad  A  avig  ydtaad  aob  1  ai  liiw  ym  maJl  ’* 
ydaiaad  aob  I  daw  blblt  ym  nl  ayl  daw  lo  aatab  owl  bnsiqulo  tatas  ytnawj  txiv  ybsatU  rdW  ot  l/dnooa8  A 
aotIA  .atst  tIbnoM  lo  rituot  ay  no  gniyt  atai  to  atom  ti  ad  wohatam  lo  tatas  avU  sodA  amtftnoa  ]&  ylbBt 
tarlto  amot  adsm  oj  atusa  aat  1  tainu  tanobnam  avods  Ubi  ay  ni  tatas  owl  jy  oJnu  gninlo(b8  atas  arto 
tol  tangatA  A  tatbH  tid  mid  oi  ad  oj  tlbo'q  bonounara  avods  ay  UA  jvil  1  aliifv  loatadj  atoqtib  llsgal 

.w3 

IbinsQibns  ymqS  csmodT  tnoZ  owt  ym  oinu  disaupad  A  avig  ydtaod  aob  I  A  A  IQ’s  ym  mail  ** 
•smiJta  yd  gninysJnoD  Urilsid  nos  ym  omu  navig  bnsJ  ay  lo  biswdiuot  gniyi  bnslqu  lo  tlaa^q  a  yttaqS 
oimi  avigtadliul  aob  1  bnA  .^anaawjad  babivib  yllsupa  ad  oJ  ml  to  atom  xi  ad  tatas  yjtidi  mod#  *no|j^ 
babnuod  ttal  to  atom  Ji  ad  tatas  owj  nobombta  yd  gniniionoD  wobsat/  lo  llaa'q  s  yitaqS  tsmodT  not  ym 
ndot  not  b'aob  aisl  ym  lo  tatbH  adJ  oJnu  boinstg  wotsam  A  dJuot  aist  tlianuM  ball^a  wobsaM  yd 
liiw  ym  rmJl  .tava  tol  tangbta  A  latbH  tbdi  mad)  oinu  ad  <a  illao'q  b‘iaiola  adJ  rOton  ay  no  -  ynaq2 
ylajsl  1  qmswt  ay  lo  )iw}  icat  ad)  yttaqS  '^ntG  not  btoi  ym  nimi  dJoaupad  bns  avig  ydat^  aob  1  A  ai 
navig  bnsl  qmswt  yd  babnuod  bnsI  wobaaM  lo  ttaa'q  ano  aodA  JtavsdwaM  V>  anwoj  ay  lo  batstbwq 
ad  ol  dJtoH  jLnH  ntmslnaS  A  ymqZ  *'d)Ald  of  navig  bnsi  bns  )ts3  tavi3  ad)  dfoos  ,taxanad3  olmi 

<tava  id)  tangiasA  to  mbH  tld  .mid  oJ  aotls  t 

gniyi  bml  lo  tatas  na)  lo  ilao'q  s  ynaqZ  tsxanadS  nos  ym  oim*  disaupod  A  avig  tadttul  aob  I  mail** 

A  tatbH  aid  mid  oi  tsal  to  atom  bad  iavi3  ay  Id.  abifi  Jtsw  ay  no  twobsam  avil  ay  naawlad  aoslq  s  ts 

.tava  to)  aangittA 
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“Item  my  will  is  &  I  doe  hecreby  give  unto  my  four  Sons  Nathll,  Thomas,  Ebcnezer  Si  Daniell  Sperry 
all  my  third  division  land  lying  at  ye  Round  hills  to  be  equally  devided  between  them  to  y  their  Heires 
&  Assignes  for  ever. 

“  Item  my  will  is  &  I  doe  hecreby  give  &  bequeath  unto  my  Son  Ebenezer  Sperry  ye  peece  of  land  yt 
lyes  Northn'*  of  ye  land  graunted  unto  ye  Heirs  of  my  son  John  Sperry  dec’d,  between  yt  &  what  is 
above  given  unto  him  it  being  ofer  upon  the  Rock  or  hill,  to  him  his  Heires  or  Assignes  for  ever. 

“  Item  my  will  is  if  any  of  my  children  shall  see  cause  to  sell  any  of  the  lands  above  granted  unto  y  if 
they  shall  first  tender  it  unto  their  Brethren  yt  if  they  will  give  as  much  as  another  y'  they  then  shall 
have  it  before  another. 

“  Item  my  will  is  y‘  the  severall  parcells  of  land  given  unto  my  sons  shall  Run  to  ye  outside  of  my  land 

westward.  And  lastly  my  will  is  I  doe  heereby  nominate,  constitute  &  appoint  my  deare  &  beloved 

wife  Dennis  Sperry  soe  long  as  she  Continues  a  widow  and  my  son  Nath"  Sperry  to  be  Executrix  & 

Executor  of  this  my  last  will  and  testament.  But  after  the  Decease  of  my  sd  wife  (or  mariage)  if  it  soe 

fall  out  yt  then  my  said  son  Nath"  to  be  sole  Executor  of  this  my  sd  will.  And  I  doe  heerby  Revoak 

&  Annuli  all  other  &  fonner  wills  &  declare  this  to  be  my  sole  Will  &  testament.  In  wittnes  whereof  I 

have  heerunto  put  my  hand  6i  scale  this  eighteen  day  of  Aprell  Ano  Dni,  one  thousand  six  hundred 

ninety  three.  _  ^ 

Richard  X  Srerry  sear 

Witnesses:  S.amuel  Mansfield, 

Elizabeth  Davenport,  Nathaniel  Bower 


1693,  Apl.  18.  P  Ct,  following  will:  “Then  appeared  Rich'^  Sperry  Senr  and  acknowledged  ye  above 
written  will  to  be  his  free  act  &  deed.” 


1695,  April  29.  Vol.  IV,  p  52  T  V:  “Ensign  John  Sacket,  Nath"  Sperry,  Ebenezer  Sperry  and  daniell 
Spery  ppounded  for  liberty  for  seting  up  a  saw  mille  upon  y'  west  river  above  ye  Sperryes  farm;  ye  town 
by  their  vote  left  it  to  ye  townsmen  or  som  of  them  to  view  ye  plac  and  make  a  Return  at  another  town 
meeting.” 

1698,  Dec.  26.  T  V,  not  paged:  “Richard  Spery  p’pounded  for  an  exchang  of  part  of  his  third  pur- 
sion  w'**  ye  founr.”  This  is  the  last  record  we  have  of  Richard  Sperry,  and  since  neither  senior  nor  junior 
is  attached,  it  may  mean  that  Richard  Sperry  senr  has  already  passed  on  to  the  better  world.  His  death 
is  not  recorded  in  New  Haven.  We  judge  that  if  he  lived  till  now  he  would  be  at  least  74  years  old.  His 
inventory  follows  the  will  and  is  given  here.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  no  land  is  appraised  though  he  gave 
away  a  lot  in  his  will.  No  appraisers  are  named  either. 


“Richard  Sperry.  An  Inv’y  of  ye  Estate  of  Richard  Sperry  late  of  New  Haven,  dec’d: 


Imp.  Gun  2£,  wearing  cloths  4£  8s,  Coverlets  &  blankets  7£  15s  . 

It  Sheets  7£,  one  bed  &  2  pillows  3£,  feather  bed  &  bolster  12£ 

It  tubbs,  Linnen  1£  15s,  New  woollen  Cloth  2£  5s 

It  2  chests  &  3  cushions  2£,  50  Beehives  2£  10s,  Household  stuff  6£ 

It  brass  6  lb,  two  Iron  pots  l£  10s,  tramell  &  ladle  &  H  pr  Stillwards  7£ 
It  1  ax,  hand  saw  &  smoothing  iron  1£,  pewter  3£  5s  .  .  .  . 

It  new  Linnen  Cloth  2£  10s,  four  Cows  &  2  live  yearlings  20£  10s 
It  horse  4£,  sheep  5£,  hogs  5£ . 


£14-03-00 

22-00-00 

04-00-00 

10-10-00 

08-10-00 

04-05-00 

23-00-00 

14-00-00 


£110-08-00” 


1699,  Nov.  20.  Do:  “It  was  further  debated  about  ye  slat  stones  above  ye  Sperry  fanne  and  nothing 
done.” 

1712.  Do:  “The  names  of  ye  proprietors  of  New  Haven  in  ye  year  1685”  (listed  in  alphabetical  order 
in  year  1712).  In  the  list  are  these  Sperrys:  “Richard  Sperry  Senor,  Richard  Sperry  Junor,  John  Sperry, 
Nathll  Sperry,  Thos.  Sperry.” 


YJIMAH  3HT 


IVd 


XTi9q2  RsbriiQ  J&  'matndH  ,s«moHT  .llrficM  eno2  tuA  yrn  ontu  »vi||  ^cbnorl  sob  1  ib  ^  Uiw  ym  rtmli  ** 
»ibH  ibriJ  y  or  rmriJ  rmwixf  l/obivsb  ylhujpa  ^  o)  clfiH  Utuo>i  »y  la  i^niyl  boal  noiaivib  biuil  ym  lia 

.i9v»  kA  KxisicaA  A 

ly  bnnl  '^o  *»9q  sy  yrttKiS  fio2  ym  oinu  rfiB»up^  A  jvtj  y(bi9»d  5ob  I  iB  d  IHw  yrn  mall** 

«1  Jwiw  j6  jy  naawiad  .b'aab  ynaqS  mlot  noe  *•  ym  1o  zilaH  sy  oinu  balniifrqi  bun!  ay  lo  »yl 

,r»va  lot  canjihoA  lo  mbH  tirf  mW  oJ  ,IIW  lo  >boH  art!  noqu  ia)e>  gnbd  il  mid  omo  wavlj  avoda 
y  oinu  baiacns  ^voda  2bncl  adl  lo  yna  Haa  o)  aeusa  aaa  lUrfe  rmbftria  yrrrlo  ynali  «i  llhv  ym  nml** 
(Isdz  nadJ  yadl  ’y  ladtona  ib  riaum  u  avis  yadJ  li  ly  midiaiS  ibdl  omu  li  labftai  iriA  (lada  yaril 
*  ,,  .tadloas  aiolad  Jl  avari 

bncl  ym  io  abteiuo  ay  ol  nu^l  nBri2  wu*  ym  oinu  navis  bncllo  itlaaiaq  Ilaiava*  art!  *y  ri  llhr  ym  mail** 
bavoM  ]B  aiaab  ym  inkxjqa  £  aluiiimoa  .ajsntmon  ydaiaarf  aob  1  li  iliw  ym  yfieal  bnA  .biawicaw 
jB  xhiuaax3  ad  ol  ynaqS  "rflaVI  noz  ym  bna  ‘irobiw  s  eaunimoD  arte  n.  snol  ao«  yrraqS  abuiaQ  aliw 
aoi  li  li  (asabam  lo)  aliw  be  ymlo  aeaaaaG  adl  tails  }u8  Jnamaixal  bns  inw  leal  ym  eirll  lo  lOluaaxS 
TlsovaH  ydiaarl  aob  I  bnA  .lllw  be  ym  eWl  lo  iojuaax3  ato«  ad  oi  "rfiaVl  no*  bias  ym  narfl  Jy  luo  flal 
I  losiadw  nntiiw  nl  .inamsKai  iB  IliW  aloe  ym  ad  ol  tiril  ai«bab  iB  tittw  tarmol  A  ladUo  Ha  liimnA  iB 
baibnnd  xia  boMuorfl  ano  ,inG  onA  llaiqA  lo  yab*  rtaairisb  tiilj  aiaae  tt  bnarf  ym  luq  dlmmarf  avad 

.mriJ  yjanin 

*’l8»  Yfljia<i2  X  QAARaill 

V  AunanvM  jbu»4a2  :<a«rMUiW 

aawo8  J3iK^>nAV1  j5KMMavAG  KTaaAXuH 

avodfl  ay  basbatwomba  bna  inaZ^ynaqg  **r1ai^!  baiaaqqa  nadT"  :IUw  Sdiwoltol  .iD.3  .81  .IqA  ,CWI 

**.Laab  laa  aail  eiil  ad  cl  Uiw  naiihw 


tlainab  tna  yT»aq2  r»»nad3  ,ynaq2  **dliiH  .ladaaE  ndot  n8«n3*’  :V  T  R  q  ,VI  .bV  ,(li  IbqA  ,t9dl 
nwoJ  ay  jftnjd  eayTi»q2'fy  avodc  lavii  laaw  ‘y  noqu  alfim  wat  a  qu  snba*  kA  yiiadiJ  icA  bobnugqq  yiaq2 
nwc4  ladiona  Hi  muiall  a  xtmm  baa  aalq  ay  waiv  oa  madi  lo  mot  lo  namerrwoJ  ay  ol  li  ilal  alov  ibdl  yd 

’  *\8nU*3fn 

-tuq  biidi  aid  lo  naq  lo  gnwbxa  na  kA  babmroq'q  yTaq2  biarfaJI"  :ba|Bq  loa  ,V  T  i>£  jaQ  ,8<?dl 
loinut  TOO  loinaa  ladtbn  aaote  boo  .yroq®  biiubflllo  avad  aw  bwaai  i«al  aril  d  tlrtT  ".inuol  ay  ^'w  noia 
ilisob  dM  .bfiovr  laiiad  aril  ol  no  baeuiq  ybsaiU  tari  inaa  'ynaq2  biari>l3  larii  naam  yam  li  .barlaaua  d 
dH  .Llo  may  1««^  is  ad  fcloow  ail  won  HU  tavM  ari  li  isrii  asbu(.  aW  .rravci  I  vnld  nJ  babiooai  ion  d 
avss  ari  risuorit  badrriqqc  d  bnnl  on  ladi  bolon  ad  ui  d  il  .and  navis  d  bita  Uiw  adi  ewolkA  yiolnavni 

.ndib  baman  au  itadaiqqa  old  .(Hw  dd  oi  foil  a  yawa 


I 


.ib'^ab  waH  )o  aiaj  yii9q2  biadaiA  lo  aioJaS  ay  lo  y*vnl  nA  .yTtaq2  biarblH” 


00.40>aH .  *21  IT  usbislrl  t  osHmO  jA  IB  trtJVb  aniiuv  .1£  nuO  qml  r 

0(^004£  .  «  .  ..  •  :m  •  in  wrdod  A  bad  ndisd  AC  •woiUq  C  A  bad  ww  ,3lT  imdS  j| 

00-0044)  r  IX  rfKtO  mIkKro  w»(d  11  ifWtdJ  .addul  ll 

OO-Ot-OI  .  ,  4^”  .  X  laitot  tkdsttioll  .tOI  1C  cv/trind  02  AS  «ioblui3C  AtMsribiC  t1 

OtVOf-OO  .1  .  IT  d/-iKw0u8 -*0  A  9(bal  A  tbcnsn  ,tOI  1 1  ttoq  noil  owl  ,dl  0  •Mid  tl 

00-20>|4)  ;  '  t  '7  .  aC  t»iw«q  Ai  Miti  inMtoom*  A  wiabairi  ^  I  fl 

0040-CX  *■  '  .  itft  101  «vU  t  A  twoA  Kfo)  ,t01  It  riloD  natifiU  wanll 

0040AI  . .  .  .  12  isod  AC.cpMk  AMcmmI  ll 


"oo-eo^iui 


inidioo  baa  acmal  ynaq2  ay  avoda  tanoia  lai*  ay  luoda  bafadvb  TadlWI  aaw  ll  **  :oCI  .OS  .volri  ,9Mf 

•*.aoob 

labriolaoUadailqtartibaiaU)  laayay  nInaviH  waldlonoialv]oaqaylQ«MiuaadT**  :oQ  AITI 

,yTtaq2nifc>t.'ioot/|.yTiaq2biariaLH  ,i<Hta2  snaqBbtAdaiH*’  .*aymq2  atadi  aia  JtUadl  n I  .(SlTliaaynl 

**.yTiaq2  aodT  ^ynaqS  UdiaH 


672 


BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


CHILDREN 


(all  born  and  recorded  at  New  Haven) 


2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 


JOHN  h.  Jan’y  9.  1649.  50;  m.  Sept.  1,  1676,  Elizabeth  Post;  he  d.  1692,  re  42  she  d. 

He  is  No.  357  1 1687)  on  First  Church  Roll.  She  is  No.  358  (1687;  on  same  Roll;  they  joined  tot;ether.  She 
m  (2)  Benjamin  Bunnell.  She  m  i3,  Sep.  19,  1700,  Edward  Dorman.  In  1704  heirs  of  John  Sperry  had  4 
persons  to  participate  in  land  division. 

MARY  b.  Mch.  14,  1650;  m.  Mch.  29,  1670,  Benjamin  Peck  (see  below) 

RICHARD  b  Jan’y  20,  1652  3;  m.  Dec.  16,  16S0,  Martha  Mansfield;  he  d.  ,  1  <34,  a;  81  she  d. 

He  is  No.  556  1 1699;  on  First  Church  Roll;  she  is  No.  389  (1683;.  In  1704  twelve  persons  in  his  family  par¬ 
ticipated  in  land  division. 

HESTER  b.  Sept.,  1654;  m.  June  21,  1683,  Daniel  Hotchkiss 
She  is  No.  490  (1695)  on  First  Church  Record. 

NATHANIEL  b.  Aug.  13,  1656;  m.  Oct.  2,  1683,  Sarah  Dickerman 

He  is  No.  467  (1694)  on  First  Church  Record;  she  being  No.  463.  They  joined  together.  In  1704,  ten  per¬ 
sons  in  his  family  counted  in  the  land  distribution. 

THO.MAS  b.  July  13,  1658;  m.  Nov.  18,  1684,  Elizabeth  Femes;  he  d.  she  d.  Apl.  22,  1718 

He  is  No.  397  (1689)  on  Church  Roll;  she  has  No.  486  (1695).  On  Dec.  7,  1697,  Thomas  .Sperry  took  ye 
Constables  Oath.”  In  1704  nine  persons  in  the  family  counted  in  the  land  division. 


5  ch 


8  ch 


9  ch 


10  ch 


7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 


CHILD  b.  1661 

“Child  of  Rich.  Sperry.” 


EBENEZER  b.  July,  1663;  m.  Jan’y  21,  1689,  90,  Abigail  Dickerman 

He  was  bp.  Aug.  30,  1663.  He  is  No.  469  (1694)  on  the  First  Church  Roll; 
division  of  Apl.  3,  1704,  seven  persons  counted  in  his  share. 


she  has  No.  585  (1704). 


In  land 


DANIEL  b.' - ,  1665;  m.  Apl.  3,  1694,  Deborah  Peck;  he  d. - ,  1751,  a?  86  she  d.  Dec.  11,  l/l 

On  Apl.  21,  1701,  Danll  Sjrery  took  the  freeman  s  oath.  In  1704  land  division  he  is  credited  with  seven  per¬ 
sons.  She  has  No.  485  (1695)  on  Church  Roll.  They  were  married  at  Lyme,  Ct. 


JOSEPH  b.  July  24,  1668;  m. - 

He  is  not  in  the  1704  “Right  in  ye  Sequesterd  Land,”  nor  “m  ye  Half  Devision. 


9  ch 


6  ch 


1  ch 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Benjamin  Peck  bp.  1647  m.  Mary  Sperry  b.  1650 

John  Bronson  b.  1670  m.  Mary  Peck  b.  1672 

James  Bronson  b.  1713  m.  Hannah  Peck  b.  1717 

Adonijah  Lewis  b.  1722  m.  Mary  Bronson  b.  1743 

Amos  Richards  b.  1759  m.  Lydia  Lewis  b.  176o 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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THE  STANLEY  FAMILY 


JOHN  STANLEY  b.  a  1606 

-  m  (1)  - 

b.  -  m  (2)  Apl.  19,  1632 

d.  a  1630-31  Elizabeth  Iglcden 

he  d.  Apl-May,  1634,  te  a  28 

1630-31.  The  birth  of  John  Stanley’s  daughter 
Ruth  by  this  unknown  first  wife  about  1629,  and 
the  second  marriage  of  her  husband  in  1632,  would 
place  her  death  in  this  period. 


1606.  This  is  the  year  of  John  Stanley’s  birth 
according  to  the  second  wedding  record  below.  It 
is  probable  that  he  was  born,  if  not  at  Brookland, 
Kent  Co.,  at  least  somewhere  in  said  county.  New 
World  events  were  stirring  at  the  time  as  evidenced 
by  the  grant  of  James  I  to  the  London  Company  of 
all  the  country  between  latitude  34°  and  45°  clear 
through  to  the  Pacific,  this  great  tract  being  given 
the  name  of  “Virginia”  in  honor  of  the  Virgin 
Queen  Elizabeth,  who  had  died  three  years  before. 


• - - - - - - - -  1632,  Apl.  19.  The  Hartford  Times  of  Septem¬ 

ber  3,  1917  gives  the  following  Canterbury  wedding-bell  entry  from  Kent,  England:  “John  Standley,  of 
Brookland”  {Brookland  adjoins  the  parish  of  Fairfield,  Kent)  “miller,  bachelor,  about  26,  and  Elizabeth 
Iglcden  of  Brenzet,  about  20,  who,  her  parents  being  dead,  is  now  under  the  government  of  her  Uncle 
Daniel  Igleden,  of  Biddcnden,  fellmonger,  who  consents,  as  is  testified  by  Timothy  Standley,  of  Ware- 
home,  miller,  at  S.  Margaret’s  Cant.,  April  19,  1632.”  The  Daniel  Igleden  mentioned  herein  was  closely 
related  to  John  Igleden  of  Fairfield,  Conn.,  who  was  baptised  at  Biddenden,  Kent,  England,  25  Aug.,  161 1, 
and  died  at  Fairfield,  Conn.,  in  1659.  These  facts  were  not  known  in  America  when  the  Stanley  Genealogy 
was  published.  The  dates,  the  place  and  the  names  make  it  reasonable  to  believe  that  the  John  Stanley  who 
embarked  for  America  in  April,  1634  was  identical  with  the  one  who  now  takes  Elizabeth  Igleden  to  wife. 

1634,  April-May.  In  accord  with  the  Court  record  below  John  Stanley  died  on  the  way  over  from 
England,  age  about  28,  and  he  was  buried  at  sea,  leaving  three  young  children  in  care  of  his  two  brothers. 
The  date  of  the  passage  is  fi.xed  by  the  deposition  of  John’s  brother  Timothy  s  wife,  following. 

1634,  May.  Vol.  1 1,  No.  8  P  C,  Hartford,  no  date:  “ Elizabeth  Bacon  aged  aboute seaventy  one yeares” 
(mother  of  Timothy  Stanley  Jun’r  and  widow  of  Timothy  Stanley  Sen’r)  “testifyeth  that  1  came  over 
ffrom  old  Engelande  in  a  ship  with  Samucll  Greenhill  and  his  wife  in  the  yeare  one  Thousand  six^  Hun¬ 
dred  and  Thirty  and  ffoure,  and  wee  arrived  in  New  Englande  some  time  in  Maye  34:^  Per  this  deposi¬ 
tion  Timothy  Stanley  Junior  w'as  a  nursing  child  on  this  trip.  Timothy  s  family  of  three,  with  brother 
Thomas  Stanley  and  his  wife  Bennet,  and  the  three  orphan  children  of  brother  John  Stanley,  who  died 
on  the  w'ay  over,  make  a  group  of  eight  Stanleys  w-ho  arrived  at  Boston  on  this  May  day.  To  this  group 
we  might  add  the  Elizabeth  Stanley  who  married  William  Smith  at  Hartford,  Ct.,  on  Aug.  16,  1644.  The 
Smiths  had  nine  children  and  she  died  a  widow'  in  1678.  It  is  almost  certain  that  she  was  a  younger  sister 
of  John,  Timothy  and  Thomas,  who  in  all  probability  came  with  them.  From  Boston  they  all  w'ent  to 
Newtown  (Cambridge)  and  it  w'as  here  when  the  children  of  John  (John  and  Ruth)  were  brought  into 
Court  to  have  their  probate  affairs  settled.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  nothing  is  said  in  the  Court  proceedings 
about  John’s  wife,  the  inference  being  that  she  too  w'as  dead;  in  fact  had  died  in  England  before  the 
passage  was  begun.  The  writer  is  of  opinion  that  the  “youngest  child”  referred  to  in  the  probate  paper 
below  was  the  child  of  John’s  second  marriage  (one  year  old  or  less).  Between  now  and  the  said  probate 


date,  the  child  had  died,  suffering  perhaps  for  lack  of  mother’s  care. 

Thomas  Stanley  married  Benedicta  Sheppard  who  on  his  death  in  1648  at  Hartford,  married  Gregory 
Wolterton  the  prominent  Hartford  tanner  of  our  Wolterton  family.  Thomas  and  Benedicta  are  ancestors 
of  Grover  Cleveland;  also  of  General  David  S.  Stanley,  of  the  Civil  War. 


673 


rinid  e‘y9(ncl8  nrfof,  lo  wiJ  si  sirfT  iXWi 
}I  .woldd  biotm  snibbsw  bnoo9S  !m19  oj  ^nibrtms 
.hneUooiS  la  ion  1i  .mod  tsw  »d  iiufi  Moimq  si 
w^H  .xJnuto  bias  nl  snod'jwno*  J2cal  jr  ,,oD 
bTXiobivo  SR  omht  ariJ  )•  gnmbe  sjn)v)  bhoW 
lo  yneqiDoO  nobnoJ  vb  ol  I  lo  Inai)  sdl  ^ 

*2)^  bno  %€  >bu)baJ  rmwiod  \iinuon  9fii  IIa 
mvig  ^ni^d  Jocii  jrst^  std}  .ttAiscH  ytiJ  oi  ri^iandf 
nijiiV  »rfj  lo  lonori  ni  ’’tinijilV**  lo  •natm  dib 
.ndlod  naoy  wiii  baib  bad  edw  ,H}yiariG  mocip 

-m9)q92  lo  soiidT  bioiii^  sdT  .91  >lqA  .£Cdf 
lo  ,'<r»lbnsl3  ndol.''  ;bniiign3  tntm  xrioo  ibd'gnibbow  vpiudwrnaO  |Rfvt.^tol  odi  ssviy  T19I  ,C  rad 
rba^silH  bna  luoda  .lol'vfbad  .rrilim*'  .blofhie^  lo  rishoq  mU  snioibs  bnabiooifl)  "bnaldomfl 
sI:mU  i9d  lo  inomaTT/os  atii  rabnti  won  si  .baab  ){nbd  unoieq  i»d  ,odw  .OS  luoda  .losnanQ  lo  nobal^l 
'9ifiW  lo  ,y»{Ui*i8  «<rfio(tiiT  'fxi  lrjbU?.«i  «J  «a  .mxauvn  odw  .la^tnomlbl  ^nbn^bbiSLV)  .noboi^I  binaG 
ytMOio  ?4iw  nhroH  banoiinatn  rrtLatml  binaO  atiT  "  .SCdl  ,9(  Uv|A  ,4nsD  t'trmfpatA  ^  la  ,T»llim  ,!Mno(f 
,I  tdl  ..;|uA  .bnal^H  .in»>l  .rnibfnbbffl  la  hatriqad saw odw  ..nnoD iblMhiello rnb^igl  nrio^oi  boiabt 
'/.jole^oD  rjUm^  orii  mdw  eoirjttU,  ul  nwottH  mn  atra  siodl  osiafT  .9idi  oi  ..nnoD  .bbOtla^  la  bsib  bna 
odw  yainaiB  (i/lDft.  aril  uuif  svrahd  CN  aldanossr]  d  %;iam  eastan  adJ  bna  *ock]  ad)  ,ta)ab  offT  baddldMq  taw 
jiiiw  oi.nalrdsl  dladadtS  won  odw  aoo  vtt  diba  (aabnaU  taw  l>€dl  .DiqA  ni  aimmA  lol  baiiadim 

rnoil  nyo  vaw  ad)  no  taib  c*^nAl8  ndo^  wolad  bioooi  maO  adi  diiw  bioaoa  nl  .^eM-IhqA  .Wdl 
.rtadioid  ow)  aid  k>  aiaa  ni  n^rtbliib  |iiiidx  vneti  grth/Bal  .oat  )a  bohod  taw  arl  bna  .AS  luoda  ,bnajyi3 
.^iwolkA  .alba  «\riJomiT  iwUoid  t’odot  lo  noiitooqsb  arti  ^  baxft  si  o^sseaq  adJ  lo  aiab  adT 

“sna‘r(ano«cinavaataJuodaba]|Bnu:«8  dladasitii*'  .^ebon  4>MlitaHP<18.o«d,n  JoV  .yaM.bCdl 
TOvo  ifnao  !  lad)  riiavllisa)**  (I'naS  WnaiP  /d)umiT  lo  w«jbiw  bna  Vnol  '(alna}^  ^diomlTlo  ndiom) 
•nuH  xit  bnasuodT  ano  ad)  nt  t>Nw  dri  bna  liirinoaiO  ilwano^  dJlw  qids  a  ni  abnalagnS  bio  OKiill 
'isoqab  tirf)  laH  ‘*:K  ayaM  ni  ami)  atnot  abtuUfptS  wald  ni  br/Hta  atiw  bna  ,9TuoD  bna  ynidT  bna  boib 
i»d)ond  dliw  ,»9iri)  lo  yRmel  e'ydxwidT  .qh)  aid)  no  bliib  gnUmin  a  saw  -aoinul,  V9lna}8  ydlomfT  noil 
boibodw  ,y»lnA)8  ndo(,  Twifoid lo  n>)bM>  nadqw  Mid)  wf)  bna  .^3fln96  liiiw  tid  bna  y>tfiat2  samodT 
quo)3  dd)  oT  .yab  yaM  aid)  no  nnfaoB  )a  bsvhta  odw  sy^aiZ  Irigb  lo  quoi|  a  ^iam  ,nvo  yaw  m{)  no 
vtT  .^N)l  ,dl  .guA  no  ,.lD  ,biol)iaH  )b  riiifii8  mtuliiW  b»inam  odw  y?lnai8  rlDdcxUH  sdJ  bba  iii^bn  aw 
ntm  vj^ntfo^  a  taw  arte  )ad)  niam^  itocnia  at  )l  .9TAI  nl  wttbfw  a  bdb  ada  bna  nsibUib  onin  bad  arbimZ 
o)  jnaw  Ua  yadl  no)ao8  moi^  .nnd)  lOha  wnao  yiUidadoiq  Ita  ni  odw  .samodT  bna  yiiiomiT  .ndo^  lo 
o)ni  Jdguoid  araw  (riiuJt  bna  nitol.)  ndo(,lo  nvdbilfb  od)  aadw  yiad  taw  )i  bna  (i^bhdmaD)  nwotwaH 
tsniLwooiq  nixO  adi  ni  biat  ti  gnidion  ladl  balon  ad  oi  tl  f  i  .balMai  tilaHa  aiodoiq  ibit)  avad  o)  )wo3 
ad)  aaolad  bnalgn^  ni  baib  bad  laal  ni  :baab  taw  oo)  adt  lad)  salad  unantalni  ad)  .aliw  a'ndot  utodM 
laqaq  aiodoiq  ad)  ni  oi  banalai  **biifb  )tayt><^’‘  nointqo  lo  ti  laihw  adT  .nusad  taw  a|Btcaq 

aiadoiq  biat  adl  bna  won  naa'w)afl  .(tiai  to  bio  laay  ann)  atainam  bnooas  t*ndo|,lo  bibb  adi  taw  wobd 

.aiao  r'ladlom  lo  sbal  vA  sqaihaq  snlraDut  .baib  bad  bfiffo  adl  .a)ab 
yiogaiO  bairuun  >iolnal-l  la  Bi-dl  nl  dlaab  Hd  no  odw  biaqqadS  aioibanaS  bainam  yalnaiS  tomodT 
tioMtaona  ana  aiatbanaS  bna  lamodT  .ylimtS  notnfloW  wo  lo  lannai  btdiriaH  inanlmoaq  adl  noiiailoW 

.isW  livO  ad)  lo  .yalnalS  Jt  bivaO  bmnaO lo  otla  ibnatavaO  lavoiO  lo 

£Yd 


Y3JVIAT2  MHOt 
IC-^dl  a  i> 


dOdI  a  M 

- (I)  m 

SCdl  .91  .IqA  (S)  in 
(tabalsl  fliadaiUS 
8S  a  s  .1-Cdl  ,yaM-lqA  .b  ad 

tanlsin^  s*yalna)8  mfc>l lo  dnid  adT  .1  C-OCdf  ■ 
bna  ,9Sdl  luoda  ^iw  inrl  nwQn;inu  tirb  yd  diuH 
bluow  4^Cdl  id  bncdsud  ladlo  afs&hutm  bncoat  ad) 
.bohaq  sid)  nl'd)Bab  tad  aaaiq 


674 


BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


1634 '5,  Mch.  3.  Vol.  I,  p  135  M  B  C:  “Att  a  court,  holdcn  att  Newe  Towne,  Whereas  John  Stanley 
dyed  intestate  in  the  way  to  Newe  England  and  iefte  three  children  undisposed  of,  the  yongest  whereof 
is  since  disccased,  havcing  also  Iefte  an  estate  of  cxvi  £  in  goods  and  chattells,  See,  it  is  therefore  ordered, 
with  the  consent  of  Thomas  Stanley,  brother  to  the  said  John,  dis’d,  that  hee  shall  have  forthwith  the 
some  of  Iviii  £  of  the  said  estate  putt  into  his  hands;  in  consideracon  whereof  the  said  Thomas  Stanley 
shall  educate  &  bring  upp  John  Stanley,  sonne  of  John  Stanley,  disc’d,  finding  him  meate,  drinke  & 
app’ell,  till  hee  shall  accomplishe  the  age  of  xxi  years,  &  att  the  end  of  the  said  tearme  shall  give  unto 
the  said  John  Stanley  the  some  off  fifty  pounds.” 

“Also,  it  is  further  ordered,  with  the  consent  of  Timothy  Stanley  another  brother  of  the  afores  d  John 
Stanley,’ dis’d,  that  the  other  Iviii  £  of  the  afores’d  estate  shall  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  said  Timothy 
Stanley,’  in  consideracon  whereof  the  said  Timothy  shall  educate  and  bring  upp  Rueth  Stanley,  daughter 
of  the  afores’d  John  Stanlev,  disc’d,  findeing  her  meate,  drinke  and  app’ell,  till  she  shall  attame  the  age 
of  one  &  twenty  yeares;  &  att  the  end  of  the  said  tearme,  or  att  the  day  of  her  marriage,  with  Timothy 
Stanley’s  consent,  shall  give  unto  the  sd  Ruth  Stanley  the  some  of  thirty  pounds;  provided  if  eyther  of 
the  said  children  shall  dye  before  the  expiracon  of  the  said  tearmes,  then  the  party  whoe  kept  the  said 
childe  shall  stand  to  the  order  of  the  Court  for  payeing  soe  much  to  the  suvyeving  childe  as  the  Court 

shall  appoynt.” 

1636,  June  1.  P  25  Stanley  Gen  (1887):  Our  Ruth,  with  the  Stanley  families,  move  with  the  Hooker 
Company  on  the  famous  overland  trip  from  Newtown  to  Hartford,  Conn.  The  Stanley  Genealogy  is  a 
valuable  contribution  to  family  history.  It  was  made  possible  through  the  initiative  and  the  generous 
help  of  the  Stanley  families  of  New  Britain. 

CHILDREN 

(all  born  in  England;  first  two  by  first  wife,  third  by  second  wife) 

1  CAPT  lOHN  b  a  1626;  m  (1)  Dec.  5,  1645,  Sarah  Scott;  he  d.  Dec.  19,  1706,  a;  a  SO  she  d.  June  6,  1661  6  ch 

He  m  (2)  Apl.  20,  1663,  Sarah  Stoddard  who  d.  May  15,  1713.  They  settled  in  Windsor  and  Farmington.  2  ch 
He  was  captain  in  King  Philip’s  War;  was  deputy  to  Gen’l  Court  four  sessions;  his  inv’y,  £360-0<-01. 

2.  RUTH  b.  a  1629;  m.  Dec.  5,  1645,  Isaac  .Moore  (see  below) 

Note  her  wedding  day;  same  as  her  brother’s. 

3.  AN  INFANT  b.  a  1633;  d.  1634,  ae  1  year 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Dea.  Isaac  Moore  b.  1622  m.  Ruth  Stanley  b.  a  1629 
William  Lewis  b.  1656  7  m.  Sarah  Moore  b.  1661  2 
Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis  b.  1697  m.  Elizabeth  Newell  b.  1694 
Corp’l  Adonijah  Lewis  b.  1722  m.  Mary  Bronson  b.  1742/3 
Amos  Richards  b.  1759  m.  Lydia  Lewis  b.  1763 
Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richaros  b.  1785 
Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 
Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 


Y00JA3H30  TT322Aa 


■#5- 


Y9lns)2  nrfot  eo^i^HW  .anwoT  aviraH  jjs  nablori  .nuco  b  3JA**  :D  3  M  ICJ  q  ,I  .loV  .C  ,?\KCdl 
lonadw  Jaojjnox  arlJ  ."Jo  bazoqzibnu  naitJiib  »ifU  aiHl  boc  bncl^nS  awaH  oJ  yow  aril  ni  aiBlzaln}  bayb 
.baiabio  aiolaiaris  *l  Ji  ,aA  .etbjiBrfa  bn®  tboog  ni  S  ivxalo  aislza  ns  a3lal  (mJb  gniavs/l  .basBaaeib  aania  si 
adj  riJiv/djtol  avad  licds  aad  icdJ  ,b‘sib  .ndo(.  bifis  adi  oj  ladford  .xoinaiS  zcmodT  inasnoa  adJ  dJiw 
yatnB32  sernodT  bias  adJ  "ioaiadw  noaBiatieooo  ni  ;ebnBd  sid  oJn\  tjuq  a)B}«a  bics  adJ  1o  1  iiivi  lo  anw 
it  aslohb  ,ai«arn  miii  i^nibnd  .b'asib  ,xalni;j2  ndo(,  1o  anrioe  ndoj.  qqu  gnhd  !&  aisauin 

oSau  avig  tindt  arrriBaJ  bles  adJ  "io  bna  adJ  »8  A  ^say  ixx  lo  a^  arfa  arisilqmooafi  Usds  aad  Ifli  ,li>*qqs'  ’ 

'‘.sbnuoq  xlWRo  onios  ariJ  yalnB)3  ndo(,  biss  adJ 

ndol  b’sanbUi  adJ  lo  ladJond  -ladaont  yalnc)2  ydsomiT  lo  Jnasnoa  ariJ  liJiw  .baiabio  ladiiul  ei  ji  ,o«JA'* 
ydJcmiT  biae  ad3  lo  ebnsd  ariJ  oJni  )uq  ad  (J»dc  add za  b'eaioU  adi  lo  1  iiivi  -radio  adi  isdi  .b'sib  ,yaInB]2 
laidguiib  .yalnsiB  diau^  qqu  snhd  bn*  aiEouba  lladz  ydiomiT  Uu  adi  loaiadw  noaBiablsnoa  ni  .yalnsiS 
a^B  adi  aniBii*  lied*  adi  lib  ,ib‘qq*  bn*  aolniab  .aisam  lad  snbbnt)  ,b'a«ih  .yalnsiS  ndo(,  b’eaiol*  adt  lo 
ydiomiT  riiiw  .asoi-nsm  lad  lo  ysb  adi  iis  io  .amuai  bin  adi  lo  bna  aril  iie  ]6  :cai*ay  yinawi  A  ano  to 
loiadiyali  babivonq  ;*bnuoq  ynidi  loamoeadi  yainuS  riiofl  b«  adj  omu  avij  Uedi  .inawioo  I'yalnoiS 
bio*  adi  Jqail  aodw  yn*q  adi  nadi  ,iann«ai  bi**  adi  lo  noasitq^  adi  aiolad  r^b  Usd*  naabliib  blsa  adi 
iiuoD  adi  es  aiblida  yilvayvM  adi  ot  rbum  ao«  Bnbyiq  io)  niwD  adi  lo  labio  adi  oi  bnii*  nsrlc  abllffo. 

.  ^  .  .".inyoqq*  lltdi 

laiiooH  adi  diiw  avom  .aailimsl  yalnal2  adi  diKr  ,dtu3  niO  ;(T8S1)  naO  yalniu?.  Cl  3  .1  aau(.  ,d€dt 
•  ei  ysol*anaD  yalnsiS  adT  .dnoO  ,biaf)iiBH  oJ  nwoiwald  motl  qhi  bnihavo  monml  adi  no  yrifiqnK04 
suoTanag  adi  bna  aviiablni  adi  ditsioidi  aldiMoq  abom  utw  il  .yioMid  yUmstl  <0  nohudiiinoa  aidaulBv 

jiiOihS  waM  lo  laiiiuiBl  yainaiS  adi  lo  qhd 


■a  td  I 


thO 

ibi 


(A«  bnoMi  yd  biMi  ,iltw  )«id  y4  owf  mil  :bna]artH  Mmodifa)  ^  ■  w 

ladl  ^  <wTut  .b  vl»  aSa«.MTI  .91  ^  Jba»<:)Ma8ff«iaS.C»dl  .C  ^  (l)ni:dSdl  ■^yiH01..T<IA3  .1 
jw^nmnt^  boa  KabidW  id  baiMoa  ywtT  .CiT  1  .bl  yaM  .b  enhr  biabboit  daiaC  .tddi  ,0C  (qA  (S)  m  aH 
.y'vni  miI  ;ancHBi  u*^  nueb)  I'imO  cu  ytuqab  taw  ;iaW  a'qinift  goOt  ni  ntaiqaa  utm  aH 

^wotad  Ma)  aaooM  aaad  .(Ml  ^  .aaQ  jn  .-BSdl  a  aI  HTUilr^  .S  n 
.t*y9dloid  lad  ta  amaa  .yab  iniUnw  nri  aioM 

,1  laay  I  •  MU  J»  ;CfdI  a  jd  THAHMI  HA  JL 

TM3D23U  TO  3HIJ 


91dl  •  .d  yalnAl2  dlb^  m  Sldl  d  anoM  ao**!  naG 
r  iMf  .d  aiooM  dnsa  m  Y  dlHI  j6  dwaJ  mBiinW 
.d  Hawald  diadadlB  .m  ,d  d-#aJ  nodianol.  jq*D 
t\£Kr  .d  nosnonS  yi*M  jn  SXYI  .d  «tv»9j  rqioO 

CdTt  .d  liwaJ  *iby  J  .m  f  .d  «bMd3tii  eomA 
C8T(  jd  aoioffoiB  y1*^/  .m  d  nnS  noml*2 

bMI  .d  norabnA  iaisgiaM  .m  9t8f  .d  afiatiafl  ytnaH  rbinba^ 


.  •  t  I  * 


V 


THE  STEELE  FAMILY 


JOHN  STEEL 
RACHEL  TALCOTT 
b.  - 

d.  Oct.  24,  1653 


b. - 

m  (1)  Oct.  10,  1622 
Rachel  Talcott 
m  (2)  Nov.  25,  1655 
Widow  Mercy 
Ruscoe  Seanioiir 


he  d.  Feb.  27,  1664/5 

1604,  Sept.  30.  P  14  Talcott  Gen  (1876): 
Rachael’s  father  John  Talcott  of  Braintree,  Essex 
County,  England,  remembers  her  in  his  will:  “I 
doe  devise,  give  and  bequeath  all  my  saide  tene- 
ments  with  the  saide  yards,  gardens  and  appui' 
tenances  to  the  saide  tenement  belonging  as  they 
nowe  are  in  the  tenure  or  occupa’con  of  the  saide 
Barnabe  Battell  or  of  his  assigns  unto  Rachell 
Tailcot,  my  daughter,  and  to  the  heires  of  her 
bodie,  lawfully  to  be  begotten,  forever.”  He  was  a 
pewterer  and  gave  each  child  a  brasse  pot  of  six¬ 
teen  pound  weight,  two  kettles  apiece  of  twelve 
gallons  capacity  each  and  twelve  pewter  dishes  of 
twenty  five  pound  weight. 

1623,  Sept.  16.  Vol.  I,p240G&M:  Moses  Wall, 
Rachel’s  father-in-law,  of  Braintree,  England, 
makes  will  in  which  he  gives  "unto  John  Taylcott, 
my  son-in-law,  and  to  Rachael  Taylcott  and  to 
Sara  Taylcott,  my  daughters-in-law,  five  pounds 
apiece.” 

1636/7,  Jan’y  19.  Vol.  I,  p  459  Goodwin  Eng¬ 
lish  Fam  (1921):  Ann  Wall,  widow,  of  Felsted, 
England,  in  will,  leaves  "to  my  daughter  Rachel, 
wife  of  John  Steele,  £14;”  also  "to  Samuel,  Dan¬ 
iel  and  Rachel,  children  of  my  daughter  Steele, 
405  apiece;”  also  "to  each  of  my  said  children  a 
silver  bowl.” 

1653,  Oct.  24.  Vol.  II,  p  320  L  R:  At  an  age 
probably  not  far  from  fifty,  Rachael  Steele  dies  at 
Farmington.  Here  is  the  record:  "Rachell  Steell 
the  wife  of  John  Steell  ended  her  Natterall  Lif 
October  the  Twenty  fower  one  Thousand  Six 
hundredth  fifty  Three.”  She  had  spent  about 
thirty  years  in  England  and  twenty  one  years  in 
America.  The  first  twenty  years  were  spent  at 


1622,  Oct.  10.  Vol.  I,  p  239  G  «5d  M:  The  follow¬ 
ing  item  is  taken  from  the  parish  records  at  Fair- 
stead,  England.  It  represents  the  earliest  known 
record  of  John  Steele  in  England.  These  English 
records  were  discovered  long  after  the  publication 
of  the  Steele  Genealogy  in  1859:  "Married.  John 
Steele,  the  sonne  of  Richard  Steele  of  this  parish 
and  Rachell  Talcott  of  Brancktree,  were  married 
the  Xth  of  October,  1622.” 

1632,  June  29.  Do:  Here  is  another  Fairstead, 
Essex  Gounty,  record.  It  would  indicate  that  the 
family,  including  four  children,  probably  left  for 
America  soon  after  the  baptism  of  little  Rachel: 
"Rachel  Steele  daughter  of  John  Steele  baptised 
29  Jun  1632.” 

1632/3,  Jan’y  7.  Vol.  I,  p  1  Newtown,  Massa¬ 
chusetts  (first  name  for  Gambridge):  Under  the 
heading,  "Gomon  Pales  devided  as  ffollo-”  we 
find  listed  some  forty  two  people  who  were  to 
build  577  rods  of  pales  (or  fence).  It  is  the  first 
act  of  the  new  town.  X'arious  amounts  in  rods  are 
assigned  to  the  42  settlers,  John  Steele’s  assign¬ 
ment  being  14  rods.  His  older  brother  George 
Steele  was  assigned  but  six  rods.  It  is  said  that 
another  brother  Henry  Steele  came  with  them,  but 
that  he  died  early  or  returned  to  England.  George 
died  at  Hartford,  Gonn.,  in  1663,  "very  old.” 
This  Gambridge  party  had  been  first  at  Dorches¬ 
ter,  but  did  not  settle  there.  They  soon  moved  on 
to  Newtown. 

1633,  Aug.  5.  Vol.  I,  p  1  T  V,  Newtown:  Among 
the  28  settlers  to  whom  there  were  "Lotts  Granted 
for  Gowyardes”  were  John  Steele  who  was  given 
three  roods  and  George  Steele  one-half  an  acre. 
John  Talcott,  John  Steele’s  brother-in-law,  was 
also  a  resident  of  Gambridge  at  this  time. 

1634,  May  14.  Vol.  I,  p  79  »M  B  G:  In  the  first 
list  of  freemen  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Golony  from 
Newtown,  John  Steele  and  his  brother  George 
Steele  both  appear. 

1634,  Dec.  1.  Vol.  I,  p  3  T  V:  Here  we  find  some 
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home  in  Braintree,  Eng.,  the  next  ten  in  Fair- 
stead,  Eng.,  where  four  children  were  born;  than  a 
jump  across  the  sea  to  Cambridge,  Massachusetts, 
where  nearly  four  years  passed  and  probably  one 
child  born;  then  came  the  two  weeks  long  trek  to 
to  Hartford  where  ten  years  w'cre  passed  with 
four  more  babies  added;  and  last  and  perhaps  the 
pleasantest  came  the  seven  years  in  Farmington. 
Thus  as  the  mother  of  nine  children,  who  have  in 
nine  generations  become  a  multitude,  there  arc 
many  to  rise  up  and  call  her  blessed. 


“Lotts  Granted  in  Westend  ffeild.”  John  Steele 
was  given  “2  Ackrs.’’ 

1634  5,  March  4.  Vol.  I,  p  137  M  B  C;  “Att 
a  Gen^all  Court,  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Col¬ 
ony  holden  at  Newe  1  ownc,”  John  Steele  was 
one  of  the  deputies  and  he  served  again  at  the 
sessions  of  .May  6,  1635  and  September  2,  1635. 
This  last  session  was  held  after  he  had  sold  his 
xNewtown  property  in  preparation  for  the  coming 
removal  to  the  Connecticut  valley. 

[1635].  Vol.  I,  p  1  T  V;  Under  the  heading, 
“Lootts  given  out  By  the  towne  one  the  South 


side  of  Charles  River,  in  two  scvcrall  Divissions,”  there  arc  fifty  nine  settlers  who  receive  grants  similar  to 
the  following  to  John  Steele;  “To  John  Steel  Aca  5  in  the  Lower  Division;  Aca  10  in  the  Upper  Division.” 

1635,  Aug.  20.  P  4  Do;  “Att  a  Gennerall  Meeting  of  the  whole  Towne,  a  division  of  Fresh  Pond 
meadow  was  ordered  “acordinge  to  every  mans  sevcrall  proportion.”  Our  ancestors  appearing  in  tnis  list 
are  as  follows;  “John  Steele  2,  Tho.  Scott  4,  William  Lewis  2,  George  Stockin  1,  Stephen  Hart  2.  Vvilliam 

Kclsy  1.” 

1635  Aug.  20.  Vol.  1,  P  13  P  R:  On  the  same  date  as  the  above  there  is  recorded  what  appears  to  be  a 
complete  record  of  the  real  estate  holdings  of  John  Steele  in  Newtown.  The  house  lot  described  m  the  first 
item  is  the  lot  numbered  12  on  the  ancient  map  of  Cambridge.  It  is  noticeable  that  this  property  is  re¬ 
corded  just  a  week  before  its  sale.  It  was  done  probably  so  as  to  be  able  to  give  a  more  perfect  title; 

“  lohn  Steele,  in  the  Towne  one  house  with  Garden  and  backside  aboute  halfe  a  Roode;  George  Steele  one 
the  North  West,  Braintree  street  one  the  Northeast,  Crooked  street  one  the  Southeast,  William  Wadsworth 
one  the  South  West.”  Following  this  there  is  recorded;  “moore  in  Cowyarde  Row'e  aboute  three  Roods 
.  moore  in  ould  fficld  about  halfe  an  acker  ....  moore  one  Smalle  Lott  hill  about  two  ackers 

moore  in  West  end  iTield  about  two  acers  .  .  .  .moore  in  the  necke  of  Land  about  ten  acres  and 

halfe  ....  moore  in  oxc  Marsh  about  one  acre  ....  moore  in  the  Longe  Marsh  about  three 
aceres  and  a  halfe  ....  moore  in  greate  .Marsh  about  Tw-clve  aceres.” 

1635  Au<f.  28.  Vol.  I,  p  15  L  R;  “Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I  John  Steele  of  the  Newtowne 
in  conslderac  of  a  some  of  monny  paid  by  Robert  Bordish  have  sould  and  past  over  all  that  right  title  and 
Interest  wch  he  hath  in  all  his  parcells  of  land  lycinge  and  beeing  in  Newtowne  aforesad  as  may  appeare 
by  a  bargen  and  sale  under  the  hand  of  the  sd  John  Steele.”  Though  all  of  his  Cambridge  property  is  now 
sold  it  is  hardly  probable  that  the  family  moved  to  Hartford,  Connecticut,  this  fall.  More  i.kcly  they  con¬ 
tinued  to  occupy  their  premises  in  Cambridge  until  the  following  April  and  then  made  the  passage  by  sai 

boat. 

1635  6  March  3.  Vol.  I,  p  173  M  B  C;  “Whereas,  upon  some  reason  &  grounds,  there  are  to  remove 
from  this  our  comonwealth  &  body  of  the  Massachusetts  in  America  dyvrs  of  our  loveing  friends,  neig  ibrs, 
freemen  &  members  of  Newe  Towne,  Dorchestr,  Waterton,  de  other  places,  whoe  are  resolved  to  transplant 
themselves  &  their  Estates  unto  the  Ryver  of  Conecticott,  there  to  reside  &  inhabite  &  to  that  end  dyvrs 
are  there  already  &  dyvrs  others  shortly  to  goe,  wee,  in  this  present  Court  assembled,  on  the  bchalfe  of  or 
said  membrs,  &  John  Winthrop  Junr  Esq,  Govnr,  appoyntted  by  certaine  noble  personages  &  men  of 

Qualitieinterestedinthesaydryvr,  w’ch  are  yet  in  England,  on  their  behalfe  ....  w^ee  therefore  thin  e 

Lete  &  soe  order,  that  Roger  Ludlowe  Esq,  Willm  Pinchon  Esq,  John  Steele,  Uhlham  Swaine,  Henry 
Smvth  Willm  Phe.lpes),  Willm  Westwood  6:  Andrewe  Ward,  or  the  greater  pte  of  them,  shall  have  ful 
power  &  authoritie”  to  hold  court,  to  pass  orders  for  the  settlement  and  protection  of  the  new  towns  and 
to  call  the  inhabitants  together  in  a  legislative  body,  “provided  alwayes,  that  this  comission  sha  not 
extende  any  longer  time  than  one  whole  yeare  from  the  date  thereof. 
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1636,  Apl.  26.  Vol.  I,  p  1  G  C:  Here  we  find  a  record  of  the  first  “Corte  holdcn  att  Newton,”  Conn., 
this  being  the  first  English  name  for  Hartford.  Tliose  present  were  Roger  Ludlowc,  Chaimian,  John  Steele, 
William  W^estwood,  Andrew  Ward  and  William  Phelps  —  five  of  those  named  in  the  above  document  and, 
as  Trumbull  says,  ‘‘five  of  the  best  men  in  the  Colony.”  As  yet  there  were  but  a  few  Colonists  on  the 
ground.  The  main  company  did  not  come  till  the  following  June  when  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker  led  the 
caravan  of  about  100  earnest  men,  women  and  children  overland  through  a  ‘‘hideous  and  trackless  wilder¬ 
ness”  to  the  ‘‘great  river.”  These  Commissioners  were  limited  in  office  by  the  terms  of  their  appointment, 
to  ‘‘one  whole  yeare  from  the  date  thereof.  ”  They  were  quite  busy  the  first  year,  holding  addkional  meet¬ 
ings  on  June  7,  September  1,  October  4,  November  1  and  December  27,  1636;  February  21,  1636  7;  March 
28  and  May  1,  1637,  all  of  which  were  attended  by  John  Steele.  At  this  last  meeting  Committees  ap¬ 
peared  for  the  first  time,  this  being  the  first  name  for  deputies.  As  a  ‘‘committee”  he  was  present  at  the 
sessions  of  Apl.  5,  1638;  Apl.  11,  1639;  Sept.  10,  1639;  and  Jan’y  16,  1639  40.  Committees  ceased  and 
deputies  look  their  places  beginning  with  the  meeting  of  .4pril  9,  1640,  when  the  Court  of  Election  was 
held  under  the  new  constitution  of  1639.  From  the  first  session  of  April  26,  1636  to  that  of  March  9, 
1658,  9,  which  represents  a  period  of  twenty  three  years,  John  Steele  was  a  member  of  the  Colony  Court, 
or  General  Assembly,  both  as  resident  of  Hartford  and  of  Farmington;  and  was  present  at  least  at  ninety 
three  sessions  of  the  Court  in  the  capacity  of  Commissioner,  Conmitteeman  or  Deputy.  From  the  first 
meeting  till  the  1639  constitutional  meeting  he  was  Secretary  of  the  Colony,  while  from  1639  to  1652  he  was 
the  official  town  clerk  and  registrar  of  lands  in  Hartford.  One  writer  has  figured  that  though  he  was  the 
official  registrar,  less  than  half  of  the  land  records  during  this  period  are  written  ‘‘in  his  distinctive  and 
rather  cramped  hand  writing.”  Trumbull  names  John  Steele  among  the  ‘‘civil  and  religious  fathers  of 
the  Colony.”  He  calls  him  also  one  of  the  ‘‘capital  men,”  that  is,  financier.  All  the  work  that  he  left 
attests  to  his  skill,  industry  and  public  spirit.  The  following  records  show  that  he  was  indeed  a  father  of 
Connecticut. 

1637,  May  1.  Vol.  I,  p  4  G  C:  As  Secretary  of  the  new  Colony  John  Steele  signs  the  order  of  the  General 
Court  for  an  army  of  ninety  men  to  begin  the  war  on  the  Pequots.  The  force  was  to  be  made  up  of  42 
men  out  of  Harteford,  30  out  of  Windsor  and  18  out  of  Wcathersfield.  ”  On  May  10,  1637  this  army  of  90 
men,  with  70  Mohegans  under  Uncas,  embarked  at  Hartford  for  the  fray.  They  filled  five  vessels,  which 
took’ three  days  to  reach  Saybrook.  The  Colonists  attacked  the  Fequot  Fort  at  Mistick  two  hours  before 
daybreak  and  utterly  destroyed  it  with  sword,  gun  and  fire  -  including  men,  women  and  children.  The 
friendly  Indians  stayed  outside  and  yelled  exultantly.  This  w'as  the  first  Indian  war  in  New  England. 
History  has  claimed  this  to  be  a  most  justifiable  war  since  the  Pequots  had  for  3  years  been  murdering  and 
torturing  all  the  English  they  could  waylay.  A  reprisal  expedition  against  the  Indians  by  Massachusetts, 
had,  however,  stirred  the  Indians  to  greater  enmity  much  to  the  regret  of  Connecticut  settlers. 

1638,  May  29.  Vol.  I,  p  260  M  H  S  C:  Roger  Ludlow,  then  a  resident  of  W'indsor,  Conn.,  in  a  letter 
written  to  the  Governor  and  Assistants  of  Massachusetts,  made  a  statement  that  at  a  late  meeting  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  river  plantations,  ‘‘John  Haines,  Esq.,  Will'"  Pyncheon,  Esq.,  &  Mr.  John  Steele 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  authorities  of  Massachusetts  regarding  the  welfare  of  the 
Connecticut  towns.”  There  is  no  mention  of  this  meeting  in  the  minutes  of  the  Connecticut  Assembly.  In 
fact  there  is  a  space  of  about  one  year  during  this  period  (April,  163S-April,  1639)  of  which  no  record 

appears  in  Connecticut  archives. 

1638  9  Jan  y  14.  Vol.  I,  p  220  G  C;  On  this  winter  day,  by  common  consent,  all  the  free  planters  of  the 
river  towns,  Hartford,  Windsor  and  Wethersfield,  convened  at  Hartford  and  on  mature  delibera^on  adopted 
a  Constitution  of  Government.  Hollister  names  John  Steele  as  one  of  the  drafters  thereof.  Of  this  Con¬ 
stitution  Fiske  says,  ‘‘it  was  the  first  written  constitution  known  to  history  that  created  a  governnient. 
Bryce  says,‘‘  it  was  the  oldest  truly  political  constitution  in  America.  ”  It  became  in  fact  the  model  for  all 
the  progressive  constitutional  legislation  of  America  and  the  world. 

1639,  April  11.  Vol.  I,  p  23  G  C;  Under  the  above  constitution  a  General  Assembly,  duly  elected  by  the 
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freemen,  met  and  elected  officers:  Mr.  John  Steele  was  a  “committee  from  Hartford  at  this  Assembly, 
there  being  four  committees  for  each  of  the  three  towns.  The  officers  were;  Governor,  John  Ha\ncs, 
Deputy  Gov.,  Roger  Ludlowc;  Treasurer,  Thomas  Welles;  Secretary,  Edward  Hopkins.  The  signatures  of 
all  these  to  the  Constitution,  including  the  twelve  Committees,  are  on  page  217  of  \  olume  I,  G  C.  One 
item  of  business  at  this  Assembly  begins,  “The  Court  in  regard  of  the  state  of  present  ty  (me)  and  the 
many  occations  that  ly  uppon  men,  ’’  thought  best  to  refer  various  matters  of  importance,  which  had  come 
before  that  body,  viz.,  the  treaty  with  Dneas  and  other  Indians  concerning  land  titles,  correspondence 
with  the  settlers  of  Quinnipiac  (first  name  for  New  Haven)  and  other  matters,  to  a  committee  consisting 
of  the  “Governor,  Mr.  Deputy  [Governor],  Mr.  Willis,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr  [  ],  Mr.  Steeled:  Mr.  Spencer 

who  “were  intreated  to  attend  [the  said]  services.’’ 

1639,  Sept.  10.  P  28  Do;  “At  A  Generali  Court,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Wells,  .Mr.  Steele  and  Mr.  Spencer 
were  intreated  to  ripen  some  orders  that  were  left  unfinished  the  former  Court,  as  about  prvition  of  settling 
of  lands,  testaments  of  the  deceased,  and  recording  Spctiall  passages  of  Pr’vidence.’’ 

1639,  Sept.  Vol.  1,  p  1 14  T  V,  1  lartford;  “  It  is  ordered  that  Mr.  Hopkins,  Jo  Steele,  goodman  Brunson,’’ 
and  3  others,  “shall  vew  for  a  place  to  set  a  mill.’’  Also,  “  It  is  ordered  that  Jo  Steele  shall  be  Regestcr  of 
everymans  lands  in  this  towne.’’ 

1639,  Nov.  16.  Vol.  I,  p  12  T  V;  At  a  town  meeting,  “  It  is  ordrd  that  John  Steele  shalbe  Register  or 
Towne' Clarke  to  Record  all  (  )  in  the  Register  booke  according  to  (  )  genrall  Court”  •  •  •  • 

These  two  items  constitute  the  first  election  of  a  town  clerk  in  Hartford  and  John  Steele  held  the  job  until 
he  removed  to  Farmington  in  1652  where  likewise  he  was  asked  to  be  the  first  town  clerk. 

1639,  Dec.  26.  P  115  Do:  “Mr.  Steele,  Mr.  Wells,  Mr.  Hopkins  &  Mr.  Talcott  are  desired  to  examine 
the  divisions  on  either  side  of  the  River  and  see  whoe  are  Inhabitants  to  have  proportions  in  all  divisions” 
The  report  of  this  Committee  is  seen  in  the  standard  list  of  proprietors,  with  the  proportions 
each  one  is  entitled  to  which  bears  date  of  Jan’y  3,  1639  40. 

1639/40,  Jan’y  3.  Vol.  I,  p  A,  T  V:  Here  in  the  first  Proprietors  Records  of  Hartford  we  find  a  list 
headed,  “The  Names  of  such  Inhabitants  as  have  right  in  undivided  Lands.”  There  are  121  names  in  the 
list  against  whom  are  credited  a  total  of  3,281  Acres.  The  first  name  is  that  of  “John  Haynes  Esq'”  (Gov¬ 
ernor)  with  160  Acres,  the  highest  in  the  list.  Our  ancestors  are  here  given  in  the  order  in  which  they  appear: 
“ 5th  Mr.  Thomas  Wells  100;  18th  John  Steele  48;  19th  Thomas  Scott  42;  23d  Stephen  Hart  40;  26th  Wil¬ 
liam  Lewis  38;  36th  George  Stocine  20;  41st  William  Kelsy  16;  64th  Matthew  Marvell  28;  119th  John 

Brunson  3.”  . 

This  list  of  121  remains  as  of  prime  importance  for  many  years  in  Hartford.  As  late  as  16:2,  in  tact,  we 

find  the  same  list  forming  the  basis  of  a  distribution  made  at  that  time,  though  many  of  the  company  were 
then  dead. 

1639/'40,  Feb’y.  Vol.  1,  p  1  Dist,  Hartford:  Under  this  date  there  are  entered  the  “  114  coppyes  of  the 
severall  prcells  of  land  ”  referred  to  in  item  of  April  1 1th  below.  As  Register,  John  Steele  did  this  monumen¬ 
tal  piece  of  longhand  work  himself.  The  entries  cover  many,  many  nages  of  the  record,  from  two  to  a  dozen 
pages  being  given  to  each  man’s  holdings.  The  “Land  belonging  to  John  Steele  in  Hartford  covers  at 
least  seven  pieces;  the  first  of  which  is  the  dwelling  house.  This  stood  on  present  Main  street  just  north  of 
the  Athenaeum,  his  name  being  on  the  Founders  Monument  by  reason  of  these  land  holdings. 

“One  psell  on  wch  his  dwelling  howse  now  standeth  with  yards  and  Gardens  therein  being  conteyneing 
by  Estimation  two  acres  more  or  les  abutting  on  the  highway  leading  from  the  Palasado  to  the  Centinell 
hill  on  the  West,  and  the  ally  leading  to  the  meeting  howse  on  the  east  and  the  land  belonging  to  .Mr.  Clern 
Chaplin  on  the  North  and  the  land  belonging  to  Mr.  Sam:  Stone  &  Mr.  Will  Goodwyng  on  the  South.” 

In  addition  he  had:  “one  parcell  of  one  acre  in  the  Little  Meadow  ....  three  parcells  of  24K  acres 

and  52  perches  in  the  North  Meadow  ....  one  parcell  of  3  acres  and  24  perches  on  the  east  side  of 
Great  River  ....  one  parcell  of  20  acres  in  the  Old  Ox  Pasture  ....  one  parcell  of  1 1  acres  in  the 
Cow  Pasture  ....  one  parcell  of  5  acres  in  Venturers’  field.” 
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1640,  Mch.  25.  Vol.  I,  p  47  T  At  a  town  meeting,  it  is  ordered  that  John  Steele,  our  Mr.  Welles,  et 
al,  shall  be  a  committee  to  put  a  porch  on  the  Meeting  Mouse,  etc.,  and  also  "make  a  rate  for  the  same  or 
any  other  Towne  Bussines  as  they  and  the  Townesmen  shall  se  meet.” 

1640,  Apl.  11.  Vol.  I,  p  41  G  C;  “Mr.  Steele  is  returned  Recorder  for  the  Towne  of  Hartford,  and  hath 
brought  into  the  Courte  114  coppyes  of  the  severall  prcells  of  land  belonging  to  (Sc  conserneing  1 14  prsons.’’ 

One  would  think  that,  in  these  early  days  of  small  beginnings  in  a  new  world,  where  every  one  should  be 
fully  known,  there  would  be  small  worry  from  troublesome  or  refractory  people;  but  the  following  Court 
item  of  this  date  proves  the  contrary.  There  are  parasites  that  prey  on  every  society  continually  and  will 
continue  so  to  do  so  long  as  heathen  thought  is  widespread  throughout  the  earth:  “Forasmuch  as  many 
stubborne  &  refractory  Persons  are  often  taken  within  these  libertyes,  and  no  meet  place  yet  prpared  for 
the  detayneing  &  keepeing  of  such  to  their  due  &  deserved  punishement.  It  is  Ordered  that  there  shall  be 
a  house  of  Correction  built,  of  24  foote  long  di  16  or  18  foote  broad,  W''  a  Cellar,  ether  of  wood  or 
stonne.” 

1640,  June  15.  P  45  Do:  Here  the  General  Court  directs  the  “prticuler  Courte”  to  “conclude  the  condi¬ 
tions  for  the  planting  of  Tunxis.”  Rev.  W.  S.  Porter  in  his  Farmington  History  names  twenty  original 
proprietors  and  settlers  of  Tunxis,  later  called  Farmington,  among  whom  he  includes  John  Steele.  The  be¬ 
ginnings  of  the  town  were  at  this  early  date,  but  probably  few  of  them  built  their  houses  so  early.  I  figure 
that  1652  is  the  more  likely  year  when  the  Steele  family  finally  cut  loose  from  Hartford.  In  1645  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Court  made  him  recorder  at  Farmington  and  he  must  have  had  residence  there;  but  it  would  appear 
also  that  he  retained  residence  in  Hartford  until  1652  for  he  w'as  recorder  there  from  1639  to  1652. 

1640,  Sept.  28.  P  448  Do:  John  Steele  helps  to  appraise  the  estate  of  James  Olmstead,  uncle  of  our 
Rebecca  Olmstead  in  Hartford,  £397-19-02. 

1640/1,  Feb’y  18.  Vol.  I,  p  55  T  V:  Mr.  Steele,  Mr.  Wells,  William  Lewes,  et  al,  are  appointed  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  divide  the  land  on  the  East  side  of  the  great  river.  In  this  division  John  Steele  received  48  acres, 
same  as  in  the  1639  distribution. 

1643,  Oct.  30.  P  22  Do:  Mr.  Steele  is  on  a  committee  with  our  Thomas  Scott,  et  al,  “to  survey  wher  it 
is  fitest  plac  to  fence  the  medows  over  the  river”  and  distribute  the  same. 

1643/4,  Jan’y  29.  P  25  Do:  “At  a  publeck  metting,”  John  Steele,  Mr.  Wells,  et  al,  are  made  committee 
“  to  inquire  of  the  state  of  the  land  y  t  did  belong  to  the  Indians,  ”  and  determine  whether  it  belongs  to  the 
town  or  not. 

1644,  June  3.  Vol.  1,  p  103  G  C:  “Mr.  Steele,  Andrewe  Bacon  &  James  Boosy  are  to  order  &  appoynt 
some  convenient  howse  in  Hartford,  for  the  Comly  and  sutable  mecteing  of  the  Comissioners  in  September 
next,  wherein  they  may  agitate  the  affaires  of  the  Combination.”  This  refers  to  the  United  delegated  inter- 
Colony  meeting  soon  to  be  held  in  Hartford. 

1644,  Oct.  25.  P  128  Do:  “The  Gouvernour,  Deputy,  Capten  Mason,  Mr.  Steele,  Mr.  Gaylord  &  James 
Boosy  are  desired  to  treat  wth  Mr.  Fenwicke  concerneing  the  setling  of  the  Riv'ers  mouth  to  know  uppon 
what  teiTns  we  stand  wth  him  in  that  respecte,  and  also  to  consider  what  they  thinke  meet  to  be  done  for 
the  matter  of  Fortification  there”  .... 

1644,  Dec.  5.  Vol.  II,  p  59  G  C:  The  articles  of  agreement  which  the  above  committee  secured  “for  and 
on  ye  behalfe  of  ye  Jurisdiction  of  Connecticott”  was  promptly  secured,  but  it  was  not  entered  until 
several  years  later  in  Volume  II.  The  agreement  provided  that  George  Fenwicke  would  convey  to  the  Co- 
necticut  Colony  the  Fort  at  Saybrook  with  its  equipment  and  all  jurisdiction  over  the  land  covered  in  the 
Patent  of  1632,  which  the  Earl  of  VV'arwick  had  given  to  Lords  Saye  and  Sele  and  associates.  For  the  juris¬ 
diction  right  only,  that  is  the  Patent  right,  the  Colony  paid  £1,600. 

1644/5,  Feb’y  3.  Vol.  I,  p  29  T  V:  “It  is  ordered  that  there  shall  be  a  galerry  bilk  in  the  metting 
house,”  and  Jo  Steel  and  two  others,  “shall  call  out  w’orkmcn  &  se  the  worck  dunn”  .... 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


\6A5,  Apl.  8.  P  32  Do:  “John  Steele  his  marke  is  a  Slitt  under  the  offeare  neare  the  head.  This  is  the 
first  ear  mark  to  be  recorded  in  Hartford. 

1645  Dec.  1.  V'^ol.  I,  p  147  G  C:  “  Its  ordered  that  the  Plantation  called  Tunxis  shalbc  called  Farm- 
ington.'and  Mr.  Steele  is  intreated  for  the  prsent  to  be  recorder  there,  untill  the  Towne  have  one  fitt  among 

themselves.” 

1647,  May  21.  P  169  Do:  “In  the  ac  of  John  Steele  pi.  agt.  Tho  :  Demon,  the  said  Tho  :  Demon  is  to 
pay  six  bush  :  of  Indian.” 

1647 '8  Mch.  9.  Vol.  I,  p  172  G  C:  “The  Court  thinks  fitt  that  Massacoe  be  purchased  by  the  Country, 
and  that’ther  be  a  Comi’tte  chosen  to  dispose  of  yt  to  such  inhabitants  of  Wyndsor  as  by  them  shalbe 
judged  meet  to  make  improvement  therof.”  Mr.  Steele,  Mr.  Talcoate  6c  Mr.  Westdl  were  thereupon  ap^ 
pointed  a  committee  “to  vew  the  foresaid  grownd  and  assist  in  the  dispose  therof. 

1648,  May  11.  P  482  Do:  William  Butler  of  Hartford  wills  his  “loving  friend  John  Stelle  £10,”  and 
“to  the  Churtche  of  I  lartford,  three  schore  pounds.” 

1650  AdI.  15;  Vol.  I,  p  67  T  V,  Hartford:  “  It  is  allsoe  ordered  that  Mr.  Steell,”  and  five  others,  “shall 
have  power  to  set  in  order  the  worke  of  the  high  wayes  belongingc  to  both  sides  of  the  Towne  6c  to  establish 

the  same.” 

1650/51  Feb’v  5.  Vol.  II,  p  12  G  C:  “A  Committee  for  the  clearing  of  the  agreement  with  Mr.  Fen¬ 
wick,  chosen  by  this  courte,  ar  as  followeth:  Mr.  Haynes,  Capt.  Mason  and  Mr.  John  Stede;  these  are  for 
the  clearing  of  the  first  agreement  being  the  Committee  that  made  the  said  agreement.  They  are  to  hold 
a  hearing  to  which  two  citizens  of  each  Towne  may  be  sent  “to  heare  the  said  agitacons,  so  that  all 
scruples  may  bee  removed  and  all  hearts  satisfied. 

1652  Oct.  13.  Vol.  I,  p  1  C  R,  Farmington:  “About  one  month  after  myself  joined  with  them,  wrote 
the  recorder  John  Steele.  He  was  referring  to  himself  who  was  the  eighth  to  join  -  directly  after  the  seven 
pillars.  Andrews  says  of  him,  “the  Church  records  as  well  as  the  Town  records  of  Farrnington  were  Kept 
lit  that  early  date  by  that  noted  man  and  recorder  Mr.  John  Steel.”  As  already  shown  I  orter  names  him 
as  one  of  the  20  original  proprietors  and  settlers  of  Farmington.  The  Farmington  town  meenng  records 
prior  to  about  1680  are  only  fragmentary,  hence  we  have  no  means  of  knowing  what  town  offices,  m  ad¬ 
dition  to  that  of  first  town  clerk,  he  held  there. 

1653  May  21  Vol.  lI,p36GC:  The  General  Court  took  action  regarding  the  raising  of  a  body  of  sixty 

five  men  to  be  sent  with  those  of  the  other  Colonies  in  an  expedition  against  the  Dutch,  “  to  be  at  a  day  s 

warning,  with  provisions  sutable.  The  Courte  orders  that  there  shall  be  a  Commitee  in  each  Toune  in  this 

Jurisdictyon,  with  whom  the  Constables  of  each  Towne  shall  take  their  advice  in  the  pressin^g 

this  present  expedition.  The  names  of  the  Committee  are  as  followeth:  for  Farmington,  „ 

Harte.”  Here  is  the  interesting  quota  for  each  of  the  ten  settlements  in  Connecticut  s  terr  t  y. 

ser  12,  Wethersfield  8,  Hartford  15,  Pequett  5,  Farmington  3,  Stratford  6,  Mattebezek  1,  Seabrooc  , 

Norwack  1,  Farfield  8,  Total  64.  ’ 

1654  Oct  3  P  54  Do:  “This  Courte  orders  the  5th  day  of  the  next  weeke  bee  kept  a  publique  Fast  & 
day  of  humilliation,  throughout  all  the  Plantatyons  in  this  Jurissdiction,  to  seeke  the  presence  and  bles¬ 
sing  of  the  Lord  uppon  the  present  expedition  to  the  Narragansetts,  according  to  the  conclusion  of  the 
Commissioners,  wherein  or  future  peace  &  comforts  are  much  concerned.  .  « 

“The  Committee  choosen  by  this  Courte  to  press  men  and  necessaryes  in  eac  owne,  or 
dition  in  each  Towne  till  it  bee  ended”  were,  “for  Farmington,  Mr.  Steele  &  the  Constable.  In  the 

following  March  action  was  taken  regarding  the  pay  of  the  soldiers  and  other 

“Mr  Steel  &  Steph:  Harte  for  Farmington,”  were  appointed  and  so  for  each  town.  They  uere  to 
receive,  allowe  &  signe  to  the  Treasurer,  such  bills  of  debts  from  ye  Country  to  any  particular  person  as 
shall  bee  brought  into  them  in  theire  several  Townes.” 
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1655 '6,  lan’y.  Vol.  II,  p  6  L  R:  “Land  in  fermingtun  in  the  Jurisdick  of  Concckticot  belonging  to 
John  Steall  &.  to  his  haiers  for  ever  viz:  One  psell  on  which  his  dwelling  house  Now  standeth  &  is  all  that 
New  house  &  siller  that  he  bought  &  mad  with  other  out  houses  yeardes  di  orchardes  thare  in  being  which 
he  bought  of  John  Wernor  contain  by  estama  Two  acres  be  it  more  or  les  abutting  on  the  River  on  the 
west  &  on  the  highway  on  the  East  on  Samiwcll  Steells  Land  on  the  South  &  on  Thomas  Judds  Land  on 
the  North.”  He  had  also  ‘‘seven  score  acres”  of  meadow  and  ‘‘swamp  called  Coxcronck  which  did  belong 
to  the  Indian  called  Coxcronck,”  and  two  acres  of  woodland  ‘‘lying  before  the  Towne,”  and  one  piece 

‘‘on  which  a  tenement  standeth  containing  tenn  acres”  .... 


1655,  Nov.  25.  P  331  Do:  Some  two  years  before  this  time  Rachel  Steele,  the  wife  whom  John  had 
brought  from  England,  had  died  at  Farmington.  Now  we  find  recorded:  ‘‘John  Stcell  was  Maryed  to 
Mercy  Semer  Novemr  the  Twenty  &  five  one  thousand  Six  Hundredth  fifty  &  five.”  She  was  the  two 
months  old  widow  of ‘‘Richard  Seamer”  of  Norwalk,  Connecticut,  who  had  made  his  will  on  July  29,  1655 
with  probate  following  on  Oct.  25,  1655.  The  heirs  were  wife  Mercy  and  four  sons,  Thomas,  John,  Zachary 
and  Richard.  Her  maiden  name  was  Mercy  Ruscoe.  She  died  1664  5. 

1656  Oct  2.  Vol.  II,  p  72  G  C:  ‘‘  It  is  allso  ordered  by  this  Courte  that  upon  consideration  of  wt  was 
commended  to  the  sevirall  Courtes,  to  have  upon  recorde  to  posterity  the  most  memorable  passages  of 
God’s  providence  &  settlinge  &  hitherto  continuing  his  people  in  this  Country,  for  the  attaineing  hearof, 
Major  Mason,  Mr.  Stone,  Mr.  Goodwyn,  Mr.  Wareham,  Mr.  Steele  &  Goodman  Stebbing  are  desired  to 
meete  to  collect  such  remarkable  passages;  .Mr.  Pell  &  Mr  Ward  are  desired  to  send  in  writing  such  occur- 
ranees  by  the  sea-side.”  At  the  same  meeting  this  was  voted:  ‘‘yt  next  Wednesday  come  three  weekes 
shall  be  kept  a  publique  day  of  Thanksgiving  to  the  Lord,  for  the  gen:  concurrences  of  many  mercyes  the 

year  past.” 

1656  7,  Fcb’y  26.  P  74  Do:  “This  Courte  appointe  Mr.  Steele”  chairman  of  a  committee  of  eight 
“wth  the  Magistrates  to  bee  a  Committee,  to  give  the  best  safe  advice  they  can  to  the  Indians,  ii  they 
agree  to  meete  &  being  mett  shall  crave  the  same  of  them.”  This  earnest  concern  for  peace  with  the  In¬ 
dians  coupled  with  the  desire  to  be  just  with  them  bore  fruit  in  never  coming  to  war  with  the  neighboring 

Indians. 

1657,  May  21.  P  82  Do:  The  General  Court  puts  Mr.  Steele  on  a  committee  of  six,  with  the  magistrates, 
to  “attend  any  occasions  as  the  State  of  Comonwealth  in  reference  to  the  Indians.”  Also  he  is  made  chair¬ 
man  of  a  committee  of  two  to  “demand  satisfaction  of  the  Indians  at  Farmington  for  such  damage  wch 
can  bee  duely  proved  to  bee  done  by  the  late  fyering  of  a  house,”  as  also  “  to  acquaint  them  that  the  Courts 
mind  is  that  they  should  nominate  some  one  to  bee  a  Sachem  over  them,  and  to  make  returne  hereof  at  the 

next  Session  of  this  Court.” 

1658,  Au«.  18.  P  98  Do:  “This  Court  appoynted  Esq‘  VVinthrop,  Major  Mason,  Mr.  Talcot,  Mr.  Steele 
as  a  Comitt°ee  to  treat  with  Capt.  Cullick  about  the  purchase  of  the  River.”  The  next  day  the  Committee 
reported  agreement  “that  Capt.  Cullick  is  willing  to  quit  acco.  with  the  Countrey  for  £300.”  At  tne  same 
meeting,  “Mr.  Steel,  L  :  Lewis,  Ensigne  Steel,  Thom  :  Judd,  are  desired  to  communicate  the  mind  of  the 
Court  to  ye  Indians.”  The  Court’s  mind  was  that  the  Indians  should  not  endanger  the  town  of  Farmington 
“by  Bullets  shot  into  the  Towne  in  their  skirmishes”  and  “That  they  shal  speedily  prvide  another  place 

for  their  habitation.” 

1659  Aug.  12.  Vol.  II,  p  137  C  C:  John  Talcott  of  Hartford,  in  his  will,  remembered  the  Steele  family 
this  w'ay:  “My  mynd  is  that  if  my  kensmen  John  Skiner  &  my  kinsw'oman  Sara  Steel  or  Ether  of  them 
shall  be  Living  with  me  in  sarves  at  my  Departur  this  Livfe:  that  they  shall  have  payd  each  of  them  soe 
Liveing  weth  me  ten  pounds.” 

1661  April  26.  Vol.  I,  p  18  L  R,  Norwalk:  “A  true  and  perfect  coppie  of  the  decide  of  sale  made  by 
Mst  John  Steeilc  of  farmington  unto  Mathias  Sention  Sen.  of  Norwake  which  sayed  Mstr  Steeile  was  a 
ministrator  unto  the  estate  of  Richd  Seamer  and  married  with  the  sayed  Richd  Seamers  wido  ”  .... 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


1661.  P  10  Do:  “Theallottmcnts  of  Tho  Scamcr:  Imprimis  one  homelott  exchanged  with  the  mother  of 
Tho  Seamer  bcinge  the  wife  of  mstr  Steeile  which  said  homelott  was  granted  unto  Richard  Scamcr  the 
father  of  Tho  Seamer  by  the  plantation  of  Norwake.” 

1663  Mav24  Vol.  III.pp  11-12CC  :  George  Stccic,  "being  very  aged,”  wills  to  brother  John  Steele 
5o'  Brother  George  died  about  Dec.  1664,  with  inVy,  Cldl-OtnIO.  As  he  puts  it:  "  I  give  unto  my  dcare 
&  loveing  Brother  John  Steel  fifty  Shillings. 

1663  4  lan’v  30  P  15  Do;  ”  I,  John  Steele,  of  ffarmington,  I  being  stricken  in  years,  and  weakness,  do 
see  necessary  to  sett  our  small  occasions  in  ye  world  at  a  stay.  1  being  therefore  thm.gh  ^ck  m  body,  yet 
of  competen^t  ability  for  this  work,  hereby  commiting  my  spirit  into  the  hands  of  God  that  gave  it  and 
into  the  hands  of  our  blessed  Savior,  whoever  have  been  a  gracious  God  to  me,  and  also  ‘:ommit  my 
body  to  a  comely  and  decent  burial  in  the  common  place  of  burial  in  Farmington,  appointed  for  that  pur- 

give  and  bequeath  to  my  dear  and  loving  wife  Mary  Steel,  the  house  wherein  I  now  dwell,  with  the 
appuncnances  belonging  to  it,  viz:  three  little  closes  thereunto  belonging,  also  one  barn,  during  the  ter  i 

Itenr^dve  and  bequeath  the  said  Mary,  a  certain  parcel  of  household  goods  that  were  hers  at  the  time 
that  I  married  to  her;  linens  and  woolens,  brass  and  pewter  and  other  implements  of  household  goods. 

esteemed  about  £18 :10s.  j  i 

“  Item  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  loving  wife,  two  cows  and  one  three  year  old  heifer,  and  also  one 

third  part  of  all  the  provision  for  the  house,  which  is  one  third  part  of  what  meat  is  in  my  house,  uhich  is 
for  the  maintenance  of  our  family,  as  one  third  part  of  our  meat,  and  one  third  part  of  our  malt,  and  one 
[bird  part  of  our  butter  and  cheese,  and  one  third  part  of  our  fiax.  and  one  third  part  of  our  yarn,  woolen 
or  linen  as  also  ten  bushels  of  wheat,  and  six  bushels  of  pease,  and  one  hive  of  bees,  and  tuo  store  sxs  me 
and  one  third  part  of  what  fowls  we  have,  and  three  .sheep  with  their  lambs,  and  a  pint  skillet,  as  also  o 
bedstead  two  mats,  one  linen  and  two  woolen  sheets,  and  one  beer  barrel.  ,  ,  ,  .  . 

“  Item’  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  loving  wife  Mary  Steel,  the  one  half  of  all  the  linen  cloth  that  she  has 
made  since  f  married  to  her,  all  which  parcel  of  goods,  or  particular  things  herein  above  written,  or 
Teled  excepting  the  house  and  barn  and  three  closes,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  wafe  forever^ 

“Item.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  loving  wife,  the  parcel  of  pasture  land  enclosed,  esteemed  as  three 

acres  for  her  to  make  use  of  during  the  time  of  her  natural  life.  • 

“  Uem  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Samuel  Steel,  my  best  bed.  with  the  furniture  belonging  to  i  , 
which  is  a  bed  with  one  green  rug,  one  feather  bolster,  tw-o  good  feather  pillows,  one  sett  of  green  serge  cur- 
«iltand  one  ^^een  ser|e  vallance,  as  also  the  great  bedstead  on  which  it  useth  to  he,  and  the  curta.n  rods 

“Ttem"  “jive  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Samuel  Steel,  a  silver  bowl,  which  was  mine  own,  marked  with 

three  Guitar  stamps  and  one  S,  all  on  the  upper  end  of  the  bowl.  „  .  ,  , 

“  Itl  I  give  Ld  bequeath  to  my  son  Samuel  Steel,  the  one  half  of  all  my  books  as  also  my  gdd 
scalL  and  SL  belonging  to  them,  all  which  as  here  above  written,  the  bed  with  the  furniture,  the 
s'ver  bowuXld  scale!  and  weights.  1  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Samuel  Stee  and  his  heirs  forever, 
to  come  to  the  enjoyment  of  them  immediately  after  the  departure  of  my  natural  life. 

“  Item  I  give  to  my  son  Samuel  Steel,  a  piece  of  enclosed  pasture  land,  by  estimation  three  acres,  abut¬ 
ting  bv  Isaa!  Moore’s  land  south,  and  Matthew  Woodruffs  land  west,  and  Samuel  Steel  s  land  north 
hii^  and  his  heirs  forever,  to  come  to  the  enjoyment  of  it  immediately  after  the  decease  of  mine  and  my 

wive’s  natural  life.  And  to  avoid  trouble  of  making  other  conveyances  ^ooZThcfe 

Steel  fof  somewhat)  I  gave  to  my  son  Samuel  Steel,  at  the  marrying  with  his  wife  Mary  Boosey,  here 
^fpress  as  "  so^ere  I  dofand  bequeath  to  my  son  Samuel  Steel,  a  parcel  of  land  w.th  a  tenement 
sta^nding  upon  it,  which  parcel  of  land  contains  by  estimation  tw^o  acres,  abutting  of 
river  west  and  William  Judd’s  land  south,  and  John  Steel’s  land  north;  as  also  a  sma  parce 
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which  his  still  house  stands,  containing  by  estimation  nine  rods,  more  or  less,  abutting  on  William  Judd’s 
land  south,  and  of  the  highway  cast,  and  on  John  Steel’s  land  north  and  west. 

“Item.  To  my  son  Samuel  Steel,  one  parcel  of  land  in  the  great  Meadow,  containing  by  estimation 
seventeen  acres,  more  or  less,  abutting  on  John  Norton’s  land  South,  and  the  river  West,  and  on  John 
Wells  land  (deceased)  north,  and  on  the  highway  east;  one  parcel  of  land  lying  in  the  third  meadow,  coiv 
taining  by  estimation  three  acres  and  a  half,  more  or  less  abutting  on  the  river  west,  and  on  John  Steel’s 
land  north;  one  piece  of  land  lying  in  Cokscronk,  which  is  one  third  part  of  all  that  land  which  was  Coks- 
cronk,  which  whole  parcel  of  land  was  given  by  Farmington  inhabitants  to  me;  also  by  the  Indian  now 
deceased,  which  Indian  was  called  by  the  name  of  Coks  Cronk,  which  parcel  of  land,  given  to  my  son  Samuel 
Steel,  is  one  third  part  of  this  lot  parcel  both  for  quality  and  quantity,  all  which  parcels  or  pieces  of  land, 
or  house  and  land  herein  expressed,  given  to  my  son  Samuel  Steel,  as  1  have  already  given,  excepting  the 
three  acres  of  pasture  not  yet  to  be  possessed  by  him,  so  unto  the  true  possession  of  my  son  Samuel  Steel, 
so  I  do  here  confirm  it  again,  that  I  do  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Samuel  Steel  and  his  heirs  forever. 

“  Item.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son-in-law  William  Judd,  one  third  part  of  my  land  in  Coks  Cronk, 
lying  in  Coks  Cronk.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son-in-law  Thomas  Judd,  one  third  part  of  my  land  in 
Coks  Cronk  which  is  all  that  was  given  to  me  by  Farmington  inhabitants  in  that  place,  and  by  the  Indian 
called  Coks  Cronk,  and  it  is  my  will  that  that  whole  parcel  of  land  shall  be  divided  equally,  both  for  quality 
and  quantity,  among  my  three  sons,  Samuel  Steel,  William  Judd,  and  Thomas  Judd,  for  themselves,  their 
heirs  forever. 

“  Item.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son-in-law  Thomas  Judd,  one  parcel  of  land  lying  in  Hartford  in  the 
neck  of  land,  containing  by  exact  measure  twenty  acres,  more  or  less,  abutting  on  William  Wadsworth’s 
land  north,  and  the  highway  called  Windsor  highway  west,  and  on  a  swamp  called  The  Dead  Swamp  east, 
and  on  Capt.  John  Cullick’s  land  east,  which  parcel  of  land  1  give  to  the  aforesaid  Thomas  Judd,  and  his 
heirs  forever. 

“Item.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  two  sons-in-law,  William  Judd  and  Thomas  Judd,  my  new  dwelling 
house  and  barn,  and  house  lot,  yards,  gardens,  or  orchard  thereto  belonging,  equally  to  be  divided  betwixt 
these  two  afore  said,  William  and  Thomas,  to  them  and  their  heirs  forever,  to  come  to  the  enjoyment  of 
them  immediately  after  the  departure  of  mine  and  my  wives  natural  life;  further  it  is  my  will  that  a  few 
small  things  should  be  disposed  to  my  loving  wife,  and  children  and  grandchildren.  To  my  loving  wife,  the 
small  silver  spoons,  and  some  small  matter  of  linen;  to  Mary  Judd  one  piece  of  gold;  to  Sarah  Judd  one 
piece  of  gold;  to  John  Steel,  Son  of  John  Steel  deceased,  one  silver  spon;  to  Samuel  Steel,  Son  of  John  Steel 
deceased,  one  silver  spoon;  to  Benoni  Steel  one  silver  spoon;  to  Rachael  Steel,  daughter  of  Samuel  Steel, 
one  silver  spoon  to  be  delivered  to  them  by  my  son  Samuel  Steel  at  the  date  of  their  marriage;  only  my 
two  daughters  shall  have  theirs  immediately  after  the  departure  of  my  natural  life.  Further  it  is  my  will 
that  if  any  of  these  three  grandchildren,  John  Steel,  Samuel  Steel,  Benoni  Steel  shall  die  before  they  marry, 
then  the  fore  mentioned  spoons  shall  be  divided  among  the  surviving;  or  if  all  of  them  shall  die,  then  it  is 
my  mind  that  these  forenamed  spoons  shall  return  to  my  son  Samuel  Steel,  and  his  heirs.  And  it  is  my  will 
that  for  the  remainder  of  my  silver  spoons,  broken  or  whole,  as  also  a  small  gold  ring,  I  give  and  bequeath 
to  my  son  Samuel  Steel  and  his  heirs  forever;  and  for  the  remainder  of  my  Estate,  as  cattle  or  horses,  swine, 
sheep,  fowls,  corn,  linen  or  woolen,  or  whatever  movables  in  my  house,  brass,  pewter,  iron,  earthern, 
wooden  vessels,  or  debts  owing  me,  or  whatever  else  is  mine,  not  yet  disposed  off  in  this  my  will,  all  just 
dues  being  paid,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  two  sons-in-law  William  and  Thomas  Judd;  and  do  make  the 
aforesaid  Wiliam  Judd  and  Thomas  Judd,  my  whole  and  sole  executors;  and  do  desire  and  make  choise  of 
my  son  Samuel  Steel,  and  James  Steel,  to  be  overseers  of  this  my  last  will  and  testament. 

Witness:  James  Steel  John  Steel” 

Samuel  Steel 

1664/5,  Feb’y  27.  Vol.  II,  p  319  L  R,  Farmington:  “Mr.  John  Stell  ended  his  natarull  Lif  the  twenty  and 
seventh  of  fabarary  won  thousan  six  hundred  sixty  and  foure.  ”  Not  knowing  when  he  was  born  we  do  not 
know  his  age  at  death,  but  it  is  probable  that  he  was  not  far  from  65. 
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1665,  June  16.  Vol.  Ill,  p  18  C  C:  “The  Estate  of  John  Steel  Inventoried 

One  ycnr  old,  2  two  yeares,  2  Cowes,  1  Heifer 
Sheep,  Lambs,  piggs 
Brass  and  pewter  &  2  silver  spoones  . 

Chees  press,  Chourn,  Iron  pot  &  hooks 
Bedsted,  bolster,  biblcs,  18  Bushls  wheat 
Plate  £3,  Gold  £l'5s 
Wompom  &  honey,  paper  &  matt 
Books  £3,  Peyter  vessels,  Atremy  spoones 
House,  Bam,  Lot,  Orchyard,  Pasture  land 
Nineteen  other  lines  of  household  and  fami  items 


£15-16-00 

04-08-00 

03-03-00 

00-16-06 

04-12-00 

04-05-00 

00-10-00 

04-18-00 

77-00-00 

66-12-06 

£182-06-00' 


This  Inventory  attested  June  20,  ’65  by  Mercy  Steele 
upon  oath  before  Mr.  Anthony  Howkins. 

1665  '6  Feb’v  16.  Vol.  I,  p  62  L  R,  Hartford:  “  It  was  testified  by  the  Committee  that  the  names  of 
the  persons  mentioned  and  the  number  of  acres  there  set  to  them  is  the  true  division  of  the  uppland  on  the 

East  side  the  erreat  river  ....  it  being  allso  testified  that  the  Length  of  the  said  Lotts  was  to  bee  three 

miles  and  that  therebv  the  number  of  acres  above  said  are  trebled.”  In  this  distribution  John  Steell  is  set 

down  for  a  proportion  of  50  whereas  his  proportion  in  the  Feb’y,  1639  40  list  was  48.  All  those 

the  Feb’y,  1639  '40  item  here  appear  again  with  the  proportion  the  same  except  those  who  had  had  28, 

38  or  48  now  have  30,  40  and  50. 

’l668  Oct  30.  Vol.  II,  P  33  P  Ct,  Fairfield:  John,  Zachary  and  Richard  Seamer  acknowledged  receipt 
from  “kv  John  Steele  deceased”  the  sums  due  to  them  “by  the  last  will  of  our  Honored  father  Richard 
Seme^  deceased,”  and  they  accordingly  released  the  executors  of  the  will  from  all  further  claims. 

1671  2  Feb’v.  Vol.  1,  p  581  L  R,  Hartford:  “The  Proprietors  of  the  Undivided  Lands  in  Hartford  with 
each  theire  proportions  In  one  division  as  followeth  according  to  which  proportion  they  payd  for  the 
purchase  of  sayd  lands  Feb:  1671.”  In  this  list  “Mr.  Steel’s”  proportion  is  set  at  the  original  figure  of  48. 
There  were  but  89  people  in  this  list  with  total  of  3,109  shares. 

1673/4  lan’vS  Vol.  Ill,  p  366  L  R:  In  "The  Lisst  of  the  Est.ite  of  ffarmington  agreed  off,"  John 

SteeUs  Seventh  in  order  with  an  interest  still  in  tact  of  £065-00.  This  is  the  famous  list  of  84  proprietors 
as  of  1672.  j  c A  u-  u 

1722  Tune  12.  P  389  S’th’n  Hist:  As  one  of  the  84  proprietors  as  above,  John  Steele  draws  Lo  4,  w  ic 

is  412  rods  long,  46H  rods  wide,  containing  118  acres  in  the  South  Division,  Southington. 

1778  Dec  15  P  391  Do’  The  “Shuttle  Meadow  Division”  was  now  distributed  to  the  same  84  proprie¬ 
tors  of  1672.'  Though  dead  now  for  63  years  yet  does  he  speak.  John  Steele  drew  lot  63,  twenty  two  rods, 

eleven  ft.  broad  with  contents  of  49}4  acres. 

CHILDREN 

(first  four  born  at  Fairstead,  England;  No.  5  born  either  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  or  Hartford;  last  four  bom 
'  at  Hartford,  Conn.) 


1  ENS.  JOHN  b.  a  1624;  m.  Jan’y  22,  1645,  6;  Mercy  Warner,  he  d.  f 

They  were  original  settlers  of  Famiington.  At  only  30  he  left  sizeable  estate  of  £331-00-00. 

2.  LT.  SAMUEL  b.  1626;  m.  bef.  Dec.,  1652,  Mary  Boosey  (see  below) 

j’'ntry,Y636'^fwl.e  he  is  named  in  ,h.  will  of  hi,  grandmother  Anne  Skinner  Talcort  Wall. 
Nothing  further  is  known  of  him. 

''t“wa‘;named'’m”irwm  of  her  grandmother  Anne  Skinner  Talcort  Wall  dated  Jan'y,  1636,7.  Nothing 

further  is  known  about  her. 

5  LYDIA  b. - ;  m.  Mch.  31,  1657,  James  Bird 

They  lived  in  Famiington;  note  marriage  day  same  as  younger  sister. 
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6.  MARYb. _ ;m.Mch.  31,  1657,  Sergt.  William  Judd;  shed.  Oct.  2,  1718  he  d.  a  October,  1690  7  ch 

They  lived  in  Farmington;  his  inv’y  was  £694'06'06. 

7  HANNAH  b. - ;  she  d.  July  17,  1655.  She  died  at  Farmington,  unmarried  (Vol.  11,  p  230  L  R] 

8.  SARAH  b.  1638;  m.  a  1660,  Lieut.  Thomas  Judd;  she  d.  May  22,  1695,  a:  57  he  d.  Jan’y  10,  1702  3,  a;  65  4  ch 

She  is  called  “my  kinswoman  Sara  Steel  ”  by  her  uncle  John  Talcott  of  Hartford  in  his  will  of  Aug.  12,  1659; 
they  lived  in  Farmington  and  Waterbury  where  her  death  is  recorded. 

9.  DANIEL  b.  Apl.  29,  1645;  he  d. -  1646,  x  a  1  year 


LT.  SAMUEL  STEELE  b.  1626 

MARY  BOOSEY  m.  1651 

b.  Sept.  10,  1635  d.  Aug.  14,  1685 

d.  Mch.  16,  1703/4,  a?  69  x  59 

1635,  Sept.  10.  Vol.  I,p22LR:  “MaryBooscy 
the  daughter  of  James  Boosey  and  of  Alice  his 
wife  was  borne  the  10th  of  Sept:  1635.”  This  is 
the  record  of  Mary  Boosey’s  birth  as  it  appears  in 
Wethersfield,  Conn.  She  was  among  the  very 
first  white  children  to  be  born  there  if  not  the  first, 
for  Wethersfield  was  not  settled  till  this  very  sum¬ 
mer.  She  had  two  sisters  and  two  brothers  to  help 
her  bear  the  trials  of  the  wilderness.  At  not  over 
sixteen  years  of  age  she  was  a  married  matron. 
She  made  good  with  a  large  family  and  we  judge 
that  it  was  an  unusually  busy  household  com¬ 
bining  as  it  did  the  work  of  an  active  military  hus¬ 
band.  The  following  testimony  was  given  by  her 
in  connection  with  the  complicated  land  questions 
which  arose  from  the  sale  of  some  of  her  father’s 
land  by  her  elder  brother  before  he  was  of  age. 
The  will  did  not  give  it  to  him  till  he  was  twenty- 
one. 

1684,  Oct.  11.  Vol.  II,  No.  182  P  C:  “Mary 
Steel  Aged  about  50  yrs  testifieth  as  followeth  yt 
her  father  James  Bosey  did  Sowe  some  of  the  lott 
yt  he  bought  of  Robt  Coe  with  pease  which  is  ye 
upland  lott  in  ye  west  field  and  yt  she  with  Willm 
Smith  which  Dyed  att  farmington  did  hook  the 
said  pease  and  yt  to  ye  best  of  her  remembrance 
there  was  between  two  and  three  acres  of  them. 
She  further  testifieth  yt  she  did  often  hear  her 
mother  say  that  the  land  in  the  Dry  Swamp 
which  her  father  bought  of  Robt  Cooe  did  belong 
to  her  and  her  sister  Sarah  Stanley  of  Hartford 
after  her  decease;  this  she  saith  she  heard  her  say 
often  of  late  days.  Given  upon  oath  October  1 1, 
1684.” 

1685,  June  10.  In  his  will  her  husband  says: 
“  I  doe  ‘give  to  my  well  beloved  wife  £80;  also  £12 


1626.  Samuel  Steele  was  born  at  Fairsted, 
Essex  Co.,  in  England,  and  it  was  about  this  year 
of  1626  for  in  1685  he  made  affidavit  in  a  land  deal 
below  that  he  was  “fifty  nighne  years  or  tiiere 
abouts.”  It  was  as  early  as  1632,  when  he  was  but 
six  years  old,  that  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  with  his 
parents  and  two  young  brothers  and  a  sister. 
After  spending  some  three  years  at  Newtown, 
Mass.,  the  family  moved  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  and 
here  he  was  raised  to  manhood.  He  was  perhaps 
nineteen  or  twenty  when  the  family  moved  to 
Farmington  with  the  first  twenty  settlers  of  the 
place,  his  father  being  the  first  town  clerk  there. 

1649,  Apl.  24.  Vol.  1,  p  190  G  C:  “Sammuel! 
Steele  pit  contra  John  Steele  defend',  in  an  action 
of  debt  28s,  dammages  6s.  ”  Samuel  is  now  twenty 
three  years  old  and  is  here  showing  positive  quali¬ 
ties  that  stand  him  in  good  stead  as  a  military 
man;  but  here  they  might  appear  to  be  strained  in 
bringing  public  suit  against  a  brother.  We  assume 
it  must  be  his  brother  since  there  appears  to  be 
no  other  conflicting  John  Steele  in  the  Colony. 

1651.  The  marriage  of  Samuel  Steele  and  Mary 
Boosey  is  not  recorded  in  either  Wethersfield  or 
Farmington,  but  it  is  well  substantiated  as  having 
been  in  or  extremely  close  to  1651  when  Samuel 
was  25  and  .Mary  16. 

1651,  Sept.  4.  Vol.  II,  p27CC:  “In  the  Action 
betweene  Samuell  Steele  pit  and  William  Corbye 
defendt  the  Jury  findes  for  the  pit  damages  40s 
and  Costs  of  Courte  with  4  wittnesses.” 

1653,  4,  January.  Vol.  II,p  12LR,  Farmington: 
Samuel  Steele  sells  to  John  North  a  dwelling  house 
and  three-quarters  of  an  acre  of  land  situated  on 
the  east  side  of  the  town  highway.  Probably  this 
house  was  built  and  occupied  at  the  time  of  mar¬ 
riage.  They  now  move  into  larger  quarters,  the 
location  being  described  in  the  1655  land  entry 
below.  Since  the  Farmington  earliest  records  are 
missing  we  shall  probably  never  know  what  town 


Y  4IMAH  3  J  33X2  3  H,T 


rfeT  OWI  ,T»do»>0  »  .b  sH  8171  JaO  .tiaA  ;bbul  truufliW  .isi»8  .Tldl  .(t  .ibM  >m ; - .d  Y/IAM  A 

^  »0W  i(*ynt  Mil  :na)8ninnKl  nl  bivH 

in  J  OU  q  ,1 1  .loV]  bsmisninu  .muyilOTwl  s»  baib  srK  .iWI  ,tl  yUil  .b  ad*  ;r”t—  ^  llAVOdAH  .X 

lb  ^  Us .C\707l  ,01  x’l^l ■!>***  ^ ^ :bbut umocfT  JimJ  ,0ddl  a  .m ‘;KdI  .d  li/tAA2  ,8 

^  '.WW  ,£1  juA  V>ltr»f  drt  nl  bvdnaH^e  imUT  ndol sl^ou  tad  yd  "lawZ  siaZ  itamowaniJ  ym"  bnRaaaladZ 
'  babumi  d  itaaib  tad  aivfa  viudmaW  bna  noitnlnni^  ni  bsvft  'yadl 


mod  uw  olwidi  bumaS  .dSdl 
ic>x  Mods  uw  li  bnc  .bnal^nS  nl  ..oD  %9tt3 
l6)b  bnci  fl  rii  iivabdta  abcm  sri  {8dl  ni  id)  dSdl  ‘)o 
wrij  TO  eiBvy  wH^in  wobd 

Judiffii/MtTOd#  .SCdf  tit  yliasaa  aaw  il  “aiooda 
tirt  fill  obnahA  •kO  baseoio  (nl  JedJ  ,LIo  >d* 
8  boR  mrtjoid  yioov  ow^  bna  unrmq 
.nv/oivr^  }8  noy<  widJ  am.it  ynJbniQt  la^A 
hno  ..nnoD  .bviinnH  oJ  b>mm  Yfiffqd  adj  ..ciaM 
tq(./hv}  ucit  »H  .bood/iRffi  oJ  butbi  tow  art  »Tjrt 
u1  bovodi  YlimaJ  vU  n^rtw  <irt>vi^  iu  fnaJantn 
art!  1d  ardint  yyrrrm  feiA  arU  dii «  nuisnhnia'^ 
.vr>itf  jliala  nwoi  laifl  ariJ  ^filad  lartiirt  tirl  ,a-urtq 

naofmtifi3’*  ;0  D  Odf  <\  ,!  -ioV  >£  .lijA 
rtoiJ'ja  ne  ni  .‘bnaHb  nriot  nitiKirj  )(q  abasE 
'(Tnax/l  won  d  laomaE  '  .tb  aagansaiib  ,t6£  tdabV) 
•Unxipi  avhLeoq  jinhsodt  ytsrt  ti  bna  bk>  nmY  mrt) 
YiairilNi  a  fft  baott  boog  ni  mirt  bnaJt  lari}  tail 
ni  biMbttJaad  ol  laaqqa  idgun  Y>rt]  tmrt  lud  ;nam 
MniatitB  aW  »vad}oid  a  xattage  llut  aildtjq  joi^niid 
ad  oJ  aiMxt'ta  iTirti  ami*  lariJoid  tirt  ad  Itotn  Ji 
.ytvikiO  aii}  nl  aiaoiE  nrkil.yiiJ3innoa  xartlo  on 

yiai^t  Uui  abaiE  ijumcE  W  aiairiaiQ  adT  .i^dl 
TO  blafttiadiaW  TirtJb  ni  babicoat  X)n  ti  YaaooU 
gnivuri  ta  baiailniJtdut  Ibw  ti  li  lud  .noignbma'rt 
laumcE  nartw  lidi  oi  atob  lO  nl  naad 

.dl  yiaM  boa  ii  taw 

ncaiaA arti  nl**  :D D TS  q  .1 1  .bV  iqaB .1  Wl 

aydioD  mailliW  bna  ilq  alaaiE  IbumaE  anaErw}.>d 
tOf  tagcmab  itq  arti  10^  eabni)  yiul.  a«tl  ibnabtb 
‘\taManiilw  f  iljiw  anixO  k}  <iaoQ  bna 

tnoiiiniimoH  q,II  .bV  .Y-uMJita^,l>  Rai 

aruort  gnillawb  a  rllioVI  nrtot  oi  dlat  al«a#2  bumafi 
no  baiauitt  bnal  b  ana  ns  b  mnciq^aairii  bna 
tirti  yWadoi^l  yawrtgirt  nwm  arti  b  afcb  itaa  arti 
•lam  b  amii  arti  la  baiqiiaao  bna  iliud  eaw  a«n>d 
aili  ,tia}iRup  ngia)  oini  awn  won  yadT  .agan 
XTina  bnal  CCdl  aril  ni  btidiiacab  'vihd  notiaaol 
aia  tbioaai  Jtailiaa  noJgninnaH  aril  muB  wobd 
nwoi  larlw  wonil  ia'^  vidudoMi  liarli  aw  gmrtkn 


wry  las  ,d}dl  — —  .b  ad  ;ibf  .W  .IqA  ji  JSildAQ  .9 


d£dl  .d  ^  J  3J33T2  J3UMA2  .TJ  ‘ 

Rdl  jn  Y3200a  YilAM 

?8dr  ,►!  .guA  .b  Jtdl  .01  jqa2  .d 

0?  *  «  *  >\eori  .dr  .rfoM  j> 

•<atoo8 ’naM*‘  •5lJI£q,I.taV  .01  Jqa2«^Cdl 
tirt  aailA  b  bna  ytuooS  eamo(,  b  lalrtguab  arti 
tl  airtT  ".iCdl  :  b  HiQI  art!  amod  taw  abr 

ni  tiaaqqa  li  aa  lUiid  a’xaaooS  yuJ/  b  bioon  arti 
V19V  arti  gnoma  taw  art2  .nno3  .bbrUnrhaW 
,}tii)  art)  Ion  li  aiarb  mod  ad  o)  naibUrta  a)idw  inr) 
'Truit  yxav  tiiU  lUi  bablat  ion  taw  btartnartiaW  to) 
qiart  03  mrtbid  owl  bna  naftit  owl  bad  arl2  .lam 
rrfo  Ion  )A  .naniabtiw  aril  b  tloiii  arti  laad  lart 
runiam  tahiam  a  ««w  artt  aga  b  naay  naaixlt 
agbal,  aw  bna  ylirrul  agiai  a  lillw  boog  alMttn  artS 
•moo  bbrioMiorf  ytud  yUautunu  na  taw  li  larti 
•tirrt  yialillm  aviloa  na  b  show  art]  bib  fi  ta  gobiid 
nrt  yd  nr^ig  taw  ynomimi  gniwolM  arfT  Jjnad 
tnoiitaup  bnal  baiaaifqmoa  aib  rtliw  noiioaonoo  ni 
i'lartial  lart  b  arm*  b  alaa  arti  mond  atcna  rfohiw 
.aga  b  taw  art  aiobd  lartioid  labla  lart  yd  bnaf 
^yinawi  taw  art  lil)  mirt  oJ  li  avig  ba  bib  Ibw  artT 

.ano 

yitM“  :D  q  181  .old  »II  .loV  .11  joO  .Mdl 
ly  rtiawuiiod  ta  rliartiitoi  ny  Oi  luodu  bagA  balZ 
iiol  art]  b  atnot  awo2  bib  yatofl  taoici,  lartlal  nrt 
ay  ti  rtairtw  ataaq  rtliw  aoD  idofi  b  irfgtiod  Sri  ly 
mlUW  rtliw  artt  ly  bna  triail  laaw  ay  ni  Jbl  bnalqu 
arti  rtoort  bib  noignirmal  iia  bayQ  rtoirtw  rtJini2 
aanaidmanm  lart  b  laad  ay  oJ  ly  bna  ataaq  biat 
jmtU  b  taxaa  avtiii  bna  owl  naowiad  taw  aiarii 
lart  laart  oaib  bib  artt  ly  rtlartllbl  lartiiu)  arl2 
qtnaw2  yiQ  arti  nl  bod  arb  Jaril  yu  lartioni 
gnobd  bib  jcrO  idoJI  b  )rtguod  rarliol  lart  rbirtw 
btdlliaH  b  yalnatB  rtfiia2  laitlt  lart  bru  lart  of 
yRt  tart  inaart  artt  riilat  artt  abif  ‘racaaaab  lart  laila 
,1 1  ladoiaO  rtlao  ooqu  tnviO  4'iah  alal  b  fn^ 

:ayat  bnadturt  rad  IBw  lirt  nl  ,01  ami^  .(8dl 
Sll  otk  ;081  aliw  bavolad  ibw  ymo)  avi^  aob  I** 


686 


BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


per  aiiiiuin  and  her  firewood  brought  home  & 
ready  cut ;  ”  also  a  “  fireroom,  cellerage,  ”  &c.  “  The 
execution  of  this  my  will  I  leave  to  my  \\  ife  w  ith 
my  two  sons  James  &  Ebenezer.” 

1685,  Sept.  5.  The  widow  Mary  Steele  makes 
oath  as  to  the  inventory  of  her  husband’s  estate 
before  Samuel  Talcott  of  Weathcrsfield,  one  of 
the  Assistants. 

1703,  4,  Mch.  16.  Vol.  I,  p  26  V  R,  Wethers^ 
field:  Here  is  recorded  the  death  of  “Mrs.  Mary 
Steele.”  She  was  within  six  months  of  70  years  of 
age,  and  lived  for  nearly  nineteen  years  after  her 
husband’s  decease. 


offices  he  held  during  the  first  twenty  years  of  his 
majority. 

1654,  Apl.  2.  Vol.  I,  p  2  C  R:  ‘‘On  that  day 
Samuel  Steele,  and  his  daughter  .Mary  Steele 
about  the  age  of  16  months  were  joined  to  the 
Church”  at  Farmington. 

1654,  June  1.  Vol.  n,p52CC:  “Ataperticu- 
lar  Courte,  Sam:  Stell  is  confirmed  ensigne  to  the 
traine  band  att  ffarmingtone.” 

1655,  Jan’y.  Vol.  II,  p  74  L  R:  Here  is  recorded 
his  homestead  at  Farmington:  “One  p’sell  on 
which  his  dwelling  house  Now  Standeth  which 
is  all  that  olid  house  yt  was  John  Wernors,  with 

_  other  outhowses  yeardes  6;  orcherdcs  thcare  in 

bein^  Contain  bv  Estema  Two  acres  be  it  more  or  les  Abutting  on  the  River  on  the  West  &  on  the  high- 
wav°on  the  East  &  on  Samwell  Lomes  his  Land  on  the  South  &  on  John  Steells  Land  on  the  North. 
Here  is  recorded  also  his  land  in  the  Great  Meadow,  in  the  Third  Meadow,  some  among  the  Pines,  at 
Dirtv  Hole  at  Coxcrank,  East  Division,  Indian  Neck  and  elsewhere.  In  1657  he  bought  of  Thomas 
Judd  a  dwelling  house  with  two  acres  of  land  bounded  north  on  land  of  John  North,  east  on  Steele  s  own 
land,  south  on  land  of  Thomas  Judd  Junior  and  west  on  the  Town  Highway. 

1657  8  Feb’y  8  Vol  I  p  17  L  R:  On  the  discovery  of  some  black  lead  which  some  Farmington  men 
had  found  in  .Mattatuck,  William  Lewis  and  Samuel  Steele  got  busy  and  secured  from  the  Indians  a  deed 
which  gave  the  ric>ht  “to  dig:  and  carry  away  w'hat  they  will  and  To  build  on  yt  for  ye  use  of  them  that 
labor  tLe:  and  not  otherwise  To  improve:  ye  land.  ”  The  Farmington  settlers  did  not  like  this  apparently 
for  in  1666  they  voted  to  rescind  the  right. 

1658  '9  Mch  1  Vol  II  p  2  L  R,  Farmington:  “Richard  Joones  morgaged  his  black  horse  with  a  ster 
on  his  forehed  &  branded  on  the  buttock  with  M  T  unto  Samiwell  Steel  for  the  payment  of  thirteen  poundes 
&  tenn  Shillings  March  the  first  1658.” 

1661/2  Mch.  13.  Vol.  I,  p  155  G  C:  “Mr.  Phelps,  Mr.  Gaylord,  Jo  :  Bissell  Sen',  Sam"  Steell,  Lt. 
Hollister,’ John  Wadsworth,  doe  propound  to  ye  Court  for  lands.”  Is  this  the  petition  that  w-as  granted 

ten  years  later?  See  May  9,  1672. 

1663/4  Tan’y  30.  Vol.  Ill,  p  15  C  C:  Father  John  Steele  says  in  his  will:  “  I  give  to  my  son  Samuell  a 
silver  Bowie  wch  was  mine  owne,  Marked  with  three  Silver  stamps  and  an  S.,  all  upon  the  upper  end  of 
ve  bowle  Also  “one  halfe  of  all  my  Books,  also  my  gold  scales  &  weights  belonging  to  ym.  And  to  avoid 
other  trouble  of  other  Conveyances  of  house  and  Land  to  my  son  Samuell  Steele  of  what  I  gave  him  at  his 
marriage  with  Mary  Boosy,  I  here  express  it  that  as  then  I  did  so  here  I  doe  give  and  bequeath  unto  my 
son  Samuel  a  parcel  of  land  with  a  tenement  standing  on  it,  wch  contains  Two  acres  ....  as  also  a 
smal  parcel  on  wch  his  stilhouse  stands.”  Samuel  is  named  an  Overseer. 

1663 /4,  Mch.  3.  P  13  Do:  “This  Court  upon  the  request  of  Ens  :  Steele  doe  give  their  Full  &  Free  con¬ 
sent  to  him,  to  hire  the  Mow-eing  Land  of  Farmington  Indians.” 

1664  Dec.  21.  P  12  Do:  Samuel  Steele  &  Thomas  Bunce  are  appraisers  of  the  estate  of  George  Steeie 
of  Hartford,  Samuel’s  uncle.  In  the  next  twenty  years  Samuel  Steele’s  name  is  on  the  records  in  connection 

with  more  than  tw  enty  estates. 

1665  '6  Tan’v  29  Vol.  I,  p  139  T  V,  Farmington:  Here  is  recorded  the  vote  which  authorized  a  com- 
„i„ee 'to  ■•Dei/d ”  from  Ueutenant  Lwis  and  Ensign  Steele  the  “  Deed  of  Sale  of  Mattatuk  Land,  attd 
have  it  assigned  to  them  In  ye  behalfe  of  ye  Company  and  have  it  Recorded. 
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1669,  May  13.  Vol.  II,  p  270  G  C:  Among  the  Deputies  of  the  General  Court  meeting  at  Hartford 
today  are  Ens.  Sam’ll  Steele  and  Sargt  John  Standly  for  Fannington.  For  the  next  eight  years,  or  for  the 
balance  of  his  time  in  Farmington,  he  was  re-elected  to  this  office,  and  he  attended  in  person  the  following 
cesciens:  May  and  Oct.,  1669,  70,  71,  72;  May  and  Aug.,  1673;  Oct.,  1674;  May,  July  and  Oct.,  1675; 
May,  1676;  and  May,  1677. 

1669,  Oct.  12.  Vol.  II,  p  521  G  C,  Ptd;  Among  the  43  “Freemen  in  Farmingtowne”  as  reported  to  the 
General  Court,  Ensign  Samuell  Steel  stands  sixth. 

1670,  Apl.  13.  Vol.  I,  p  139  T  V:  Ensign  Samll  Steele  is  added  to  the  Committee  which  has  in  hand  the 
matter  of  fixing  the  boundary  line  between  Farmington  and  Wethersfield. 

1670,  Oct.  13.  Vol.  II,  p  6  G  C:  “This  Court  doth  nominate  .Mr.  Wadsworth,  Ens:  Steele,”  and  six 
others,  “a  committee  whoe  are  desired  to  take  into  their  consideration  the  land  belonging  to  the  severall 
plantations,  and  consider  and  set  such  an  apprizeinent  upon  the  land  as  may  as  near  as  may  be  just  and 
equal,  and  present  it  to  the  Court.” 

1670/71,  Jan’y  18.  Vol.  1,  p  15  T  V:  In  the  allotment  of  land  “in  the  Swamp  lyinge  one  the  branches 
of  Mattebesit  River,”  Samuell  Steell  is  among  the  “pcrtikaler  persons”  concerned,  and  he  draws  20  acres. 
A  condition  was  that  this  land  in  the  Great  Swamp  must  ever  be  a  part  of  Farmington  and  “they  must 
never  rend  themselves  from  the  town”  without  its  consent.  He  had  been  one  of  the  committee  of  four 
“allso  to  prepare  ye  Land  formerly  Given,  In  ye  Great  Swamp  on  Mattabesit  River,  for  A  division,  as  allso 
to  Lay  it  out.” 

1671,  Nov.  P  131  Do:  Ensign  Steele  was  on  a  committee  to  defend  the  town  in  suits  brought  against  it 
by  Samuel  Stone  and  Thomas  Bell.  In  May,  1673  he  was  named  again  for  similar  service. 

1672,  May  9.  Vol.  1 1,  p  23  G  C;  “This  Court  grants  to  Ens:  Samuel  Steele  and  Sargt  John  Wadsworth, 
two  hundred  acres  of  land  apeice,  provided  they  take  it  up  where  it  may  not  prejudice  any  former  grant  to 
any  plantation  or  perticular  person.”  Such  special  grants  of  land  as  this  were  given  only  where  distin¬ 
guished  service  for  the  state  figured  in  the  claim.  Printed  Vol.  Ill,  p  516  shows  this  land  was  laid  out  east 
of  the  then  easterly  bounds  of  Middletown.  Later  they  purchased  the  Indian  title  to  a  tract  of  land  one 
and  one  quarter  miles  square  on  the  East  side  of  the  Connecticut  River. 

1673,  May  14.  P  33  Do:  “This  Court  appoynts  Ensigne  Samll  Steele  and  Sargt  Hugh  Wells  to  runn  the 
lyne  and  lay  out  the  bownds  betwixt  Hartford  and  Windsor  on  the  East  side  of  the  great  River,  according 
to  the  order  of  the  Court.” 

1673,  May  22.  Vol.  I,  Doc.  28,  C  S  L;  In  confirmation  of  a  grant  made  on  April  9,  1650  the  Town  of 
Farmington  now  secures  from  the  Indians  a  deed  of  the  lands  of  that  town.  Samuel  Steele  was  one  of  the 
four  agents  who  acted  for  the  town  in  this  matter. 

1673/4,  Jan’y  8.  Vol.  Ill,  p  366  L  R:  Among  the  84  proprietors  of  ’72  the  10'*’  in  the  list  reads:  “To 
Ens  Steels  Land  belonging  to  ye  heirs  £021-00.”  This  must  represent  the  remaining  undivided  interest  of 
John  Steele  Sen’r,  the  father  of  Ens.  Steele.  Ens.  Samll  Steel  was  one  of  the  committee  who  prepared  the 
list. 

1673/4,  Feb’y  26.  Vol.  Ill,  134  C  C:  Anthony  Hawkins  of  Farmington  says  in  his  will:  “I  doe  intreat 
my  friends  Samuel  Steele  and  John  Judd  to  be  Overseers.” 

1674,  May  14.  Vol.  II,  p  45  G  C:  “This  Court  nominate  and  appoynt  Major  John  Tallcott,  Lnt  Robt 
Webster,  Lnt  Nicho  :  Olmstead,  Ens  ;  Samll  Steele  and  Ens  :John  Wadsworth,  to  be  a  committee  to  regu¬ 
late  and  order  the  setleing  of  a  plantation  at  Mattatock  in  the  most  suitable  way  that  may  be.”  This  refers 
to  present  Waterbury. 

1674,  Oct.  8.  P  52  Do:  “  W""  Lewes  is  by  this  Court  approved  Captn  of  Farmington  Traine  Band,  and 
Sam"  Steele,  Liuetenant,  and  John  Standly,  Ensigne.” 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


1675,  Nov.  25.  Vol.  II,  p  386  G  C,  Ptd:  In  the  Journal  of  the  Council  we  find  the  activities  relating 
to  King  Philip’s  War  which  now  stirs  New  England  to  the  depths.  The  Council  ordered  that  110  men  “be 
raysed  in  Martford  county,”  each  commander  to  have  “a  horss  and  every  three  souldiers  a  horss  between 
them.”  Two  men  were  appointed  in  every  town  “to  pass  and  signe  every  one’s  payment  that  is  due  from 
the  Treasurer.”  For  Farmington  the  committee  was  Mr.  Wadsworth  and  Lnt.  Steele. 

1676/7,  Jan’y  29.  Vol.  I,  p  50  T  V:  “The  same  meting  theire  was  chosen  a  Comitty  viz  Mr.  Wadsworth, 
Captaine  Lewis,  Lieut  Steele,”  and  four  others,  “to  determine  the  longitude  of  the  Fences  for  the  security 
of  Ffarmington  Meadowes.” 

1676/77,  Mch.  10.  P  51  Do:  “  For  the  proportioning  of  the  Fence  on  the  West  side  of  the  Great  Meadow 
as  followet’h:  beginning  by  the  River  at  John  Warners  farme  untill  you  come  to  John  Nortons  bridge.” 
Fifty  six  citizens  were  in  this  fence  apportionment,  the  Steeles  being  as  follows:  “  19  Mr.  Steels  halfe  farme 
John  Norton  Senr  Seven  Rod;  20  John  Steel  Ten  Rod;  21  Sam  Steel  junior  Eight  Rod;  22  Benoni  Steel 
Seven  Rod;  23  Lt.  Steel  Eleven  Rod  and  a  halfe.” 

Sometime  between  this  entry  and  the  next  entry  Samuel  Steele  had  removed  to  Wethersfield  wheie  it  is 
altogether  probable  that  he  settled  on  the  James  Boosey  homestead.  There  is  no  evidence  on  the  Wethers¬ 
field  Town  Books  that  he  ever  bought  any  real  estate  there,  though  his  Estate  shows  that  he  had  title  to  a 
homestead  and  considerable  acreage.  The  estate  shows  also  that  he  maintained  his  homestead  and  lands 

in  Farmington  to  the  end. 

1678/9,  Feb’y  19.  Vol.  I,  pp77,  81  TV,  Wethersfield:  Lieut  Samuel  Steele  is  elected  one  of  the  Towns¬ 
men  of  Wethersfield,  and  on  January  13,  1679/80  he  was  reelected. 

1679,  May  12.  Vol.  Ill,  p  102  G  C:  “This  Court  grants  liberty  to  Lnt  Samuel  Steele  to  purchass  of 
Neschegen  one  acre  of  land  in  Farmington  meadow.” 

1679,  Oct.  2.  Vol.  I,  p  161  T  V,  Wethersfield:  “The  Toune  voted  to  buy  a  Bell  for  ye  Toun’s  use  & 
Mr  Sanill  Steel  ”  is  named  one  of  a  committee  to  purchase  it.  At  the  same  meeting  it  was  voted  to  store  the 
town’s  supply  of  powder,  lead  and  bullets  at  certain  houses,  his  being  one  of  the  three  so  designated. 

1680,  Apl.  21.  Vol.  IV,  p  25  C  C:  “Lnt  Samll  Steele  plntfe,  Mathew  Woodroffe  &  Samll  North  Defnt, 
in  an  action  of  the  case  for  unjust  detaining  of  land  of  his  in  or  about  a  place  Called  Dirty  Whole,  to  a  sur¬ 
render  of  the  sayd  land  with  damages  to  the  value  of  six  pownds.  In  the  action  the  Jury  find  for  the  de- 
fendt  cost  of  court,  the  plntf  reveiws  to  the  next  Court  in  September.”  At  this  Court  the  case  came  up  and 
went  against  him  again,  whereupon  he  appealed  to  the  October  Court. 

1680,  Sept.  7.  P  29  Do:  “Jonathan  Goodrich  appeared  in  Court  and  made  choice  of  Lt.  Samuel  Steele 
to  be  his  Guardian.  The  Court  approved  of  this  choice.”  Also  Lt.  Steele  was  made  administrator  of  the 
estate  of  John  Goodrich  Sen.,  father  of  Jonathan,  and  again  he  was  named  appraiser  and  one  of  three  dis¬ 
tributors  of  the  same.  The  estate  totaled  £651-10-00. 

1680/1,  Mch.  3.  P  35  Do:  "Lnt  Samuel  Steele  is  plntf:  Mr.  Jonathan  Gilbert  defendant  in  an  action 
of  the  case  for  money  due  for  the  Board  &  Tendance  of  Jonathan  Wells  with  damage  to  the  value  of  fifty 
pownds.  In  this  action  the  Jury  find  for  the  plntf  £41  &  cost  of  Court.  The  defnt  reveiws  to  the  County 

Court  in  April  next.” 

1681,  Apl.  20.  P  41  Do;  “The  Governor  &  Assistants  allowed  Lnt  Sam"  Steele  for  his  witnesses  in  his 
action  with  Woodroffe  &  North  at  the  Court  of  Assistants,  17s.” 

1681,  Oct.  13.  Vol.  Ill,  p  128  G  C:  Among  the  Deputies  for  Wethersfield  we  find  this  record:  “Mr. 
Sam"  Tallcott,  L"'  Samll  Steele  abs.”  In  the  entire  list  there  are  but  three  marked  “abs.”  Samuel  Steele 
was  nevertheless  placed  on  several  committees  at  this  Court. 

1681,  Dec.  26.  Vol.  I,  p  177  T  V:  Lieut.  Samuel  Steele  is  made  chairm.an  of  a  committee  of  three  “to 
treat  wth  Mr.  Russell  of  Hadlai”  in  regard  to  a  claim  which  Mr.  Russell  has  against  the  town  for  the  rent 
of  his  house  by  Rev.  John  Cotton.  At  the  same  meeting  Mr.  Steele  was  chosen  on  a  committee  to  enlarge 
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the  burying  place  and,  for  the  next  three  years,  he  was  busy  on  committees  relating  thereto  until  it  was 
settled. 

16S2,  Apl.  20.  Vol.  IV,  p  54  C  C  :  “Lnt  Sam  Steele  &  Daniel  Rose  as  Administrators  to  the  estate  of 
John  Goodrich  of  Wethersfield  plntf  Samll  Hurlburt  defendant  in  an  action  of  debt  with  damage  of  £25 
upon  attachment.  Withdrawn  in  Court.” 

1683,  Aug.  30.  P  151  Do:  Our  William  Lewis  Sen’r  says  in  his  will:  “1  disire  Lt.  Samuel  Steele  of 
Wethersfield  and  Samuel  Patrick  of  Hadly  to  be  Overseers.” 


1683,  Sept.  6.  Vol.  IV,  p  73  G  C  :  “Administration  of  the  Estate  of  Alice  Wakeley  of  Wethersfield  is 
granted  to  Lt.  Samuel  Steele  &  Ensign  Nathaniel  Standly.”  Inventory  was  £348-19'04.  Mrs.  Wakeley 
was  their  mother-iii'law. 


1684,  Dec.  Vol.  I,  p  4  rear,  B  M  D,  Wethersfield:  “Lieut  Sam"  Steels  Ear  Marke  is  A  slitt  in  ye  topp  of 
ye  off  ear  which  he  Intends  to  continue  to  all  his  Creaturs.” 

1685,  June  6.  Vol.  I,  P  43  L  R,  Farmington:  In  testifying  regarding  land  conveyed  by  his  father  Jolm 
Steele,  Samuel  states  his  age  to  be  “fifty  nighne  years  or  thereabouts.” 


1685,  June  10.  Vol.  IV,  p  231  C  C:  “I  Samuel  Steele  sometime  Inhabitant  of  fannington  now  of  the 
town  of  \Veathersfield  being  (through  the  mercy  of  God)  well  composed  in  minde  but  weak  in  body  &  un¬ 
certain  of  the  time  of  my  departure  doe  dispose  of  my  outward  estate  in  the  maner  following. 

“  I  doe  give  to  my  well  beloved  wife,  in  case  she  survives  me,  £80,  to  be  payd  to  her  to  be  her  proper 
Estate;  also  £12  per  annum  and  her  firewood  brought  Home  &  ready  cutt  fit  for  the  fire,  to  be  paid  her 
during  her  natural  life;  moreover  1  give  unto  her  the  use  of  one  fire  roome  with  the  chamber  over  it  &  what 

cellerage  she  shall  want  (these  to  be  kept  in  repayre  for  her)  ....  but  if  divine  providence  shall  so  dis¬ 
pose  that  she  shal  marry  againe  then  my  will  is  that  £80  being  payd  her,  &  fow'er  of  the  Twelve  being  payd 
year  by  year,  the  rest  of  the  sayd  Tw-elve  with  the  fireing  &  houseing  doe  cease. 

“1  give  to  my  cknighter  Hannah  Steele  £40,  to  be  payd  her  at  IS  or  marriage  which  shall  be  first.  To 
my  tw'o  sons  James  and  Ebenezer  I  give  my  Houseing  and  Lands  in  Wethersfield  and  Farmington,  to  the 
one  of  them  the  whole  in  Wethersfield  &  to  the  other  the  whole  of  w-hat  is  in  Farmington,  James  takeing 
his  choyse;  also  to  these  two  my  part  in  the  saw  Mill,  in  equal  proportion. 

“The  rest  of  my  estate  I  give  equally  to  my  tw'o  sons  James  di  Ebenezer  they  paycing  my  Just  debts  & 


to  my  daughters  which  are  fower  £20  apiece  .... 

“The  execution  of  this  my  will  1  leave  to  my  wife  wth  my  Two  sons  James  &  Ebenezer  requesting  my 
much  esteemed  Kinsmen  Mr.  John  Wadsw'orth  of  farmington  &  Capt.  Sam  :  Tallcot  of  Weathersfeild  to 
favvare  wth  their  oversight  in  confirmation  of  ye  premises.  1  have  subscribed  my  hand,  June  10,  1685  . 
Witness:  John  Wadsworth  Senr  Samuel  Steele 

Samuel  Hooker  Senr 


1685  July  5.  Do:  A  Codicil  provides  for  the  building  of  a  new  barn  at  Farmington  to  replace  two  “blowm 
down  by  the  inevitable  providence  of  God  by  a  late  storme;”  this  to  be  at  the  expense  of  the  two  brothers, 
before  the  distribution  of  the  Estate. 

1685,  Aug.  14.  P  232  Do:  Only  two  months  after  making  will  Samuel  Steele  dies  at  his  home  in  Wethers¬ 
field.  He  was  fifty  nine  years  old.  Only  two  years  before  this  he  was  administering  the  estate  of  his  mother- 
in-law  Alice  Boosey  Wakeley;  while  his  wife  lived  on  and  outdistanced  him  by  most  twenty  years.  This 
date  of  death  is  not  recorded  at  Wethersfield  but  is  given  in  the  probate  records  below. 


1685,  Aug.  14.  P  232  Do:  “An  Inventory  of  the  estate 

Impr  apparel!  woolen  &  Lining  .... 

It  Bookes  17s,  silver  spoones  &  cup  £6-10s 

It  to  Hay  in  the  Barn  £10-,  2  oxen  10£,  3  stears  12£ 

It  6  CO wes  21  £,  2  yearling  3£,  3  calves  2 £ 


of  Lnt  Samuel  Steele  deceased  Aug:  14:1685: 

.  £011-08-00 

.  007-03-00 

.  • .  .  032-00-00 

026-00-00 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


It.  6  sheep  3.£,  1  mare  2£,  swine  12£'12s  . 

It  dwelling  house,  barn  6:  Home  lott 

It  6  acres  of  meadow  4S£,  3  acres  or  '  2  at  the  pond  32£ 

It  7  acres  meadow  56£,  23^:>  acres  beaver  meadow  10 £ 

It  7  acres  of  fearful!  swamp  14£,  11  acres  ot  playne  4S£ 
It  21  acres  of  upland  2S£,  a  fowerth  part  of  Sawmill  12£ 
73  other  lines  of  household  and  farm  items 


£018-12-00 

180-00-00 

080-00-00 

066-00-00 

062-00-00 

040-00-00 

202-04-10 


£725-07-10” 


1685,  Sept.  2.  P  233  Do:  “The  Inventory  of  that  part  of  the  estate  of  Mr.  Samuel  Steele  deceased 
which  is  in  farmington: 


Itt  house  &  Homestead  with  pasture  Land  adjoyneing 
one  parcell  of  land  in  rhe  great  meadow,  20  acres 
one  parcell  of  Land  in  the  third  meadow,  10  acres 
Land  in  the  Indian  neck  about  10  acres 
Land  in  place  called  Coxccunck  .  .  .  ■ 

Ten  acres  of  land  at  the  North  end  of  the  Town 

Land  at  the  great  swamp . 

A  small  parcell  adjoying  to  Wm  Judd’s  house  Lott 
To  a  still  with  furniture  to  it  . 

A  Jack  plow  Irons,  pump  Irons,  a  Gun  &  a  broad  ax  . 

By  aples  &  Indian  Come  in  the  meadow  . 

By  3  acres  of  grass  ...■••• 

By  a  booke  5s  by  boards . 

Iron  for  Barn  doors  ...••• 
By  what  pease  &  oats . 

Apprized  by  us:  John  Judd 

John  Woodruff 


£180-00-00 

080-00-00 

040-00-00 

050-00-00 

020-00-00 

030-00-00 

030-00-00 

001-00-00 

010-00-00 

003-15-00 

003-00-00 

001-10-00 

001-15-00 

000-05-00 

006-00-00 


£457-05-00 

£725-07-10 


Total  £1,182-12-10” 


1685  Sept.  3.  P  1 12  Do:  Will  is  Proved.  The  widow  makes  oath  as  to  the  truth  of  the  inventory.  John 
Wadsworth  &  Samuel  Talcott  were  appointed  to  distribute  the  Estate,  and  they  decide  that  the  Barn 
shall  be  forty  two  feet  in  length  and  no  more. 

1685,  Sept.  5.  P  233  Do:  “Mrs.  Mary  the  relict  of  Lnt  Sam"  Steele  deceased  personally  appeared  & 
mad  oath  that  she  had  made  a  True  presentment  of  the  estate  of  her  husband.” 

1685,  Sept.  8.  P  232  Do:  It  was  attested  by  Mr.  John  Wadsworth  &  Mrs.  Mary  Steele,  that  Lt.  Samuel 
Steele  left  it  within  the  discretion  of  the  Overseers  to  alter  the  length  of  the  Barn. 

1687  May  14.  Vol.  Ill,  p  193  G  C:  “This  Court  haveing  formerly  granted  unto  Mr.  John  Wadsworth, 
Mr  Samuel  Steele,  fower  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  they  haveing  purchassed  a  tract  of  land  of  an  Indian 
a  mile  and  a  quarter  square,  on  the  East  side  of  Connecticut  river,”  now  proceeds  to  increase  Wadsworth  s 
grant  to  500  acres  and  Steele’s  to  300  acres. 

1722  Tune  12.  P  389  S’th’n  Hist  (1875) :  Samuel  Steele  is  No.  53  among  the  84  proprietors  who  partici- 
pate  in'the  “South  Division”  of  land,  now  in  Southington.  He  receives  16}-^  rods  broad,  containing  41^ 

acres. 

1728  Dec.  15.  P  392  Do:  In  the  “Shuttle  Meadow  Division”  Samuel  Steele  gets  lot  No.  20,  19  rods 
breadth,  of  73H  acres.  This  is  43  years  after  his  death.  Practically  all  of  the  84  proprietors  of  1672  are 
dead,  yet  their  proprietors’  interests  are  still  intact. 
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CHILDREN 

(all  born  at  Farmington,  Conn.) 

1.  MARY  b.  Dec.  5,  1652;  m.  Oct.  24,  1670,  John  Thompson  (see  below) 

2.  RACHEL  b.  Oct.  30,  1654;  m.  Jonathan  Smith;  she  d. - ;  he  d.  a  May,  1721  8  ch 

They  were  of  Farmington.  In  alfidavit  [V'oi.  IV,  No.  2i6  P  C  ]  of  May  11,  1696  he  speaks  of  my  honerd 

Father  in  Law  Samuell  Steel.”  He  m  (2)  Sarah - .  His  inv’y,  .£493'00'0S. 

3.  SAR.AH  bp.  Dec.  29,  1656;  m.  Feb’y  8,  1682,  3,  Samuel  Boardman;  she  d.  Jan’y  23,  1732  3,  a’  76  he  d.  Dec.  23,  10  ch 

1720,  a:  72 

They  lived  in  Wethersfield.  He  was  a  cooper  by  trade.  His  inventory  totaled  £1,0S5'18'10. 

4.  SAMUEL  bp.  Mch.  20,  1658.  Nothing  further  is  known  about  him.  He  probably  died  young. 

5.  JOHN  bp.  Dec.  10,  1661.  Nothing  further  is  known;  probably  died  young. 

6.  CAPT.  JAMES  b.  Aug.  31,  1662;  m.  July  19,  1687,  Ann  Welles;  he  d.  May  15,  1713,  x  51  she  d.  6  ch 

They  lived  in  Wethersfield.  He  was  born  "ye  Lastofagust,  1662.”  Hisinv'y,  £812-1 1-06.  Shem  (2)  Nov.  20, 

1718,  James  Jiidson  of  Stratford,  whose  (1 )  wife  Anna - d.  Mch.  16,  1703,  4. 

7.  HANNAH  b.  Aug.,  1668;  m  (1) - Treat 

She  m  (2)  Apl.  12,  1694,  Lt.  John  Hart  of  Farmington.  Ebenecer  Steele  makes  beloved  brother-in-law  Lt. 

John  Hart  executor  of  his  will. 

8.  EBENEZER  b.  Apl.  30,  1671;  m.  Feb’y  15,  1704  5,  Sarah  Hart;  he  d.  a  Oct.,  1722,  x  51  she  d.  after  husband.  2  ch 

They  lived  in  Farmington.  He  was  born  "ye  Last  of  .Aprill,  1671.”  In  his  will  he  forbade  his  daughter  Sarah  to 
marry  Gershom  Lewis,  a  dissipated  physician.  His  inventory  was  £1,406-1 1-07.  ^ 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 


John  Thompson  b.  1649  m.  Mary  Steele  b.  1652 
Dca.  Thomas  Hart  b.  1680  m.  .Mary  Thompson  b.  1631 
Dea.  Elijah  Hart  b.  1711  m.  Abigail  Goodrich  b.  1714 
Capt.  Jonathan  Eno  b.  1739  m.  .Mary  Hart  b.  1744 


Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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THE  STOCKING  FAMILY 


GEORGE  STOCKING  b.  a  1582 

ANNE -  ni  (1)  Anne - 

b.  -  m  (2)  Agnes - 

d.  bef.  Feb’y  12,  1669/70  he  d.  May  25,1683 

X  a  101 

1673,  July  15.  In  his  will  her  husband  says;  “  I 
doe  in  this  my  Last  Will  give  unto  Anne  my  wife 
all  my  houseing,  barne,  orchards,  home  lott,  up¬ 
land,  meadow  &.  Swamp  land,  Cattell  and  all  my 
other  Estate  for  her  to  use  duringe  the  time  of  her 
natural  lyfe.”  In  that  he  had  second  wife  Agnes 
on  Feb’y  12,  1669  70  it  is  evident  that  mistake 
was  made  in  naming  Anne  in  this  will. 


1582.  P  3  Stocking  Ancestry  (19031:  If  it  is  cor¬ 
rect  that  George  Stocking  lived  to  be  101  years 
old  this  is  his  birth  year,  with  the  birthplace  some¬ 
where  in  England.  Some  say  that  he  came  from 
Suffolk  County,  but  we  have  seen  no  proof  of  this, 
nor  does  any  of  the  English  ancestry  seem  to  be 
discovered  as  yet.  Family  tradition  says  that  he 
came  from  the  ‘‘West  of  England  and  was  de¬ 
rived  from  a  good  family  there.  The  Stocking 
Genealogy  (1903)  throws  no  light  on  the  ques¬ 
tion.  We  have  not  seen  quoted  any  original  evi¬ 
dence  to  show  that  he  died  “at  great  age  at  101.” 
This  being  true  it  would  make  him  at  the  time  of 
immigration  about  fifty  two  years  old.  With  him, 
on  this  journey  into  the  New  World,  were  his 


wife  Anne  and  probably  all  the  four  children  of  whom  we  have  record. 

1634  Aug  4  Vol.  I,  p  2  T  V,  Newtown,  Mass:  “Lots  Granted  in  Westend.”  Under  this  heading  we 
find-  “To  Georg  Stockine  Acre.”  This  is  the  first  record  we  have  of  George  Stocking 
Some  uTiters  say  that  he  came  in  1633  in  the  ship  Cr,>,  tvhich  hronght  the  Hooker  f 

chusetts.  If  the  Griffin  did  bring  some  of  the  Mooker  company  tney  brought  but  a  part  of  it  for 
tain  that  the  Lion  in  1632  brought  a  goodly  number  of  those  who  followed  Hooker  to  Hartfor  . 

1634  5  lan’v  5  P  3  Do:  “Lotts  Granted  behind  the  Pyne  S[wamp].”  One  of  several  grants  under 
this  head  is:  “To  Georg  Stockine  4  Ackrs.”  Other  action  taken  at  this  meeting  included  this:  Itt  is 
ordered  that  there  shalbe  noe  moore  Lotts  Granted  one  this  side  the  River  out  of  the  Cow  Comon  to 

anny  person  whatsoever.” 

1635,  May  6.  Vol.  1,  p  153  .M  B  C:  At  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  George  Stoc  - 
ing  is  today  made  a  freeman  of  the  Colony. 

1635  Aug  20  Vol  I,  p  4  T  V;  “Att  a  Gennerall  Meeting  of  the  Whole  Towne,”  a  Division  of  Fresh 
Pond  me/  OW  Ls  ordc^d  -.nccordinge  ,o  every  mans  several!  proportiom”  Under  this  head, „g  «  nd 
seven  ancestors  listed,  a.nong  them  being,  “Georg  Stockin  1  (Acre).”  Following  ,s  a  record  of  h.s  real 

estate  holdings  in  Newtown; 

1635  Oct  10  Vol  I  p3lPR;  “George  Stockine  In  the  Towne  one  house  v.nth  backside  aboute  ha  e 

a  IdYwraam  Lewis  Lthwest,  Samuel  Dudly  northwest.  Springe  street  northeast,  Crooked  street 
southeast  .  moore,  by  the  Pyne  Swampe  aboute  ffower  Ackers  the  ox  Comon  souths  e.t  an 

southeast,  Charles  Towne  Pales  North  east,  Daniell  Abbott  north  west.”  On  the  early  map  of  Cambridge 

the  location  of  the  house  lot  is  No.  43. 

1636  lune  1.  Vol.  1,  p  35  Trumbull:  This  was  a  momentous  day  for  some  one  hundred  men  wornen 
and  children  of  Newtown  who,  with  all  their  belongings  including  their  cattle,  started  on  the  long  trip 
through  theVtv  England  wilderness  to  the  Connecticut  river  at  Hartford  There  were  six  in  this  pa  y 
of  the  Stocking  family.  They  were  two  weeks  on  the  journey  and  with  nothing  better  t  an  n  la 

to  aid  them  it  wL  a'plenty  tired  company  which  went  into  camp  two  weeks  later  pend.ng  the  erect, on 
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of  dwellings  to  house  them.  But  June  is  a  charming  month  in  New  England  for  camping  and  the  Pilgrim 
spirit  sustained  them.  Note  that  the  sale  of  the  Cambridge  property  was  not  completed  till  1639  as 
below.  Though  at  this  time  George  Stocking  was  about  54  years  old  yet  he  was  to  live  for  47  years  in 
Hartford  leaving  an  honorable  pilgrim  record  including  children  of  substance  and  worth.  The  First 
Church  of  Hartford  lists  him  as  one  of  their  original  members. 

While  these  events  were  taking  place  in  Connecticut,  Roger  Williams  was  busy  founding  Providence  and 
Rhode  Island,  after  being  banished  from  Salem.  He  was  baptised  in  1639  and  then  founded  the  first 
Baptist  church  in  America,  but  later  withdrew  from  it.  He  refused  to  persecute  the  Quakers  but  in  1672 
he  engaged  in  a  famous  controversy  with  them.  He  died  in  16S3,  same  year  as  George  Stocking. 

1639,  Sept.  21.  Vol.  I,  p  49  P  R,  Cambridge;  “William  Manning  bought  of  George  Stocking  one  house 
and  Garden;  Sabastian  Brigham  south  west.  Crooked  lane  southeast,  Robert  Sanders  north  west.” 

1639,  Sept.  21.  P  51  Do:  “Edward  Winchep  Bought  of  Georg  Stocking  halfe  an  acre  of  grounds  Guy 
Banbridge  East,  John  Clarke  south,  the  high  waye  to  Watertowne  &  Charletowne,  &  Charlestowne  north.’’ 

1639,  40,  Jan’y  3.  Vol.  I,  p  A,  T  V,  Hartford;  Under  the  heading  “The  Names  of  such  Inhabitants  as 
have  right  In  undivided  Lands.”  George  Stocine  appears  as  thirty  sixth  name  in  list  of  121  proprietors 
of  Hartford.  He  is  credited  with  20  acres  out  of  a  total  of  3,281.  The  following  item  describes  his  real 
estate  holdings  in  Hartford  as  listed  by  the  Secretary,  our  John  Steele.  These  holdings  give  him  a  place 
on  the  Founders  monument  in  the  First  Church  yard  at  Hartford.  The  home  lot,  referred  to  in  first 
item  below,  was  on  the  south  side  of  the  road  from  George  Steele's  to  The  South  Meadow  and  adjoining 
George  Steele’s  lot  on  the  west.  The  present  location  of  this  lot  is  on  Buckingham  street  a  little  east  of 
Washington  street. 

1639, /40,  Feb’y.  Vol.  1,  p  368  L  R:  “Several  parcells  of  land  in  Hartford  upon  the  River  of  Connecti' 
cott  belonging  to  George  Stockin  &  to  his  heires  forever,  viz:  one  parccll  on  which  his  dwelling  house  now 
standeth  w'”  Outhouses,  yards  &  gardens,  therein  being  contayning  by  Estimation  two  acres  (more  or 
lesse)  Abutting  on  the  high  way  leading  from  Georg  Steels  to  the  tourth  meadow  on  the  North  d'  on 
Georg  Steels  land  on  the  South  &  on  the  West  d  on  Stephen  Posts  land  on  the  East.” 

In  addition  he  had  parcels  as  follows,  a  paragraph  in  the  original  being  required  to  describe  each  item, 
“one  parcel  of  2  acres  of  upland;  one  parcel  of  4  acres  of  meadow  lying  in  the  4'*’  meadow;  one  parcel 
more  of  2  acres  of  meadow  lying  in  4"’  meadow;  one  parcel  of  one  acre  of  meadow  lying  on  the  east  side 
of  Great  River;  one  parcel  of  one  rood  of  meadow  lying  in  the  Little  meadow;  one  parcel  of  4  acres  of  the 
great  swamp;  one  parcel  of  9  acres  of  upland;  one  parcel  of  2  acres  in  the  south  meadow,  one  parcel  of  13^2 
acres  added  to  his  home  lot;  one  parcel  of  Yi  acre  in  the  swamp  by  the  Great  River;  one  parcel  of  1 1  acres 
given  him  by  the  town  at  Rocky  Hill.” 

1643,  Oct.  30.  Vol.  1,  p  22  T  V:  “  It  was  further  ordred  y'  Robart  day  &  william  fillips  for  this  sid 
the  river  &  John  Amok  with  Gcog  stoking  shal  survey  the  chimnys  one  a  month  and  see  to  the  clensing 
them  and,  if  any  shal  refuse  ther  tim  apoynted  of  clensing  shal  forfet  2s'6d.” 

1647/8,  Jan’y  27.  P  40  Do:  “At  a  Generali  Toune  Metting  upon  the  27th  of  Jenew  1647  this  Ghoyce 
was  made,  viz:  Nathaniell  Ward,  William  Wadsworth,  Edward  Stebbing  &  Georg  Stocking  for  Tounes- 
men  for  the  yeare  next  insuing.”  On  March  9,  1648,  9  they  rendered  account  showing  receipts  of  £82- 
lO'll;  disbursements  £82'18'05;  due  to  them  £00'18'06. 

1653/4,  Feb’y  7.  P  76  Do:  “Ghossen  for  Surveyors  for  ye  yere  Insueinge,  John  Morris,  George  Stocke- 
inge.” 

1657,  June  4.  Vol.  II,  p  101  G  G:  George  Stocking  serves  on  the  Jury  of  a  Particular  Gourt,  and  he 
rendered  similar  service  in  March,  1658  9;  December,  1662;  October,  1664  and  1665;  September,  1666, 
March,  1667/  8;  and  September,  1668. 

1657,  Dec.  4.  Vol.  II,  p  79  G  H  S:  Here  are  some  of  the  petitions  and  documents  relating  to  the  long 
trouble  which  the  Rev.  Samuel  Stone  had  with  some  of  his  congregation.  George  Stocking  it  appears 
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sides  with  Mr.  Stone  as  against  “the  withdrawcrs. ”  The  General  Court  was  appealed  to  as  well  as  a 
Council  of  Massachusetts  Churches,  but  without  result.  The  trouble  was  abated  only  by  the  witlv 
drawers  joining  with  Wethersfield  dissenters  and  moving  to  Hadley,  Mass.,  where  they  became  founders 
of  the  town.  On  this  date  George  Stocking  is  one  of  eight  to  sign  a  petition  to  the  General  Court  protesting 
against  the  “dissenting  brethren.” 

1658  9,  Feb’y  11.  Vol.  I,  p  99  TV;  “At  a  Generali  meetinge  of  ye  Towne  Feb’y  1 1th  1658:  ther  were 
chosen:  For  Chimney  viewers  of  ye  sowth  side  Jacob  Mygatt  d:  Georg  Stocking. 

1659  60,  Feb’y  13.  P  546  Do:  Here  a  “Coppy  of  ye  Mill  Rates”  is  recorded  against  155  proprietors. 
Georg  Stocking  is  assessed  as  follows,  he  being  on  the  South  side:  “  In  1655,  £00'17'04;  in  1656,  £01'0D 
09;  in  1657,  £01-'01'11;  whole  sume,  £03'04'00.” 

1660,  May  17.  Vol.  II,  p  125  G  C:  At  “A  Court  of  Election  held  at  Hartford,  This  Court  doth  free 
Michael  Try,  Richard  Vore,  Goodman  Fossakcr  and  Goodman  Stocking,  from  traineing,  watching  and 
wardeing.”  At  times  men  were  excused  from  military  training  because  they  had  reached  the  age  of  60 
years.  Tf  however  George  Stocking  was  101  when  he  died,  as  claimed  by  some,  he  was  now  78  years  old. 

1661/  2,  Feb’y  17.  Vol.  1,  p  107  T  “At  a  Towne  meeting  February  the  17‘*’  1661 :  there  were  chosen: 
Survayers  Sowth  side  Georg  Stocking;  Survayers  North  side  Nath.  Ruscoe.” 

1665  6,  Feb’y  16.  P  62  Do:  “  It  was  testified  by  the  Committee  that  the  names  of  the  persons  men¬ 
tioned  and  the  number  of  acres  there  set  to  them  is  the  true  division  of  the  uppland  on  the  east  side  the 
great  river  ....  it  being  allso  testified  that  the  Length  of  the  said  Lotts  was  to  bee  three  miles  and 
that  thereby  the  number  of  acres  above  said  are  trebled.”  So  runs  the  record  in  which  we  find  the  names 
of  ten  or  eleven  ancestors  who  were  founders  of  Hartford.  George  Stockinge  appears  with  quota  of  ^0. 

1669  Oct  13  Vol.  II,  p  518  G  C,  Ptd:  “A  list  of  Freemen  on  ye  South  side  Hartford,  1669,  Octo 
finds  three  of  our  ancestors  thereon,  viz.,  George  Stocking,  John  Richards  and  John  Merrills.  We  had 
none  on  the  North  side. 

1669  70,  Feb’y  12.  P  290  2d  Ch  Hist  (1892):  George  Stocking  and  Agnes  Stocking,  his  second  wife, 
separated  from  the  First  Church  to  the  Second  Church  in  Hartford  which  formally  organized  this  date 
with  15  men  and  18  women  members.  He  rates  as  No.  6  and  she  as  No.  20  in  their  roll.  These  with  our 
Margaret  Watson  arc  the  only  ones  of  our  ancestors  ranking  as  charter  members  in  full  communion.  The 
Stockings’  soivin-law  Andrew  Denton  and  wife  Hannah  and  their  daughter  Hannah  joined  with  them. 
In  the  will  following,  the  wife  is  called  Anne,  no  doubt  through  mistake.  This  is  the  first  knowledge  ue 
have  th.lt  George  Stocking  had  married  again.  It  is  said  that  she  maj' h.ive  '’';’"/8'«Shotswc  i  Web¬ 
ster,  widow  of  Gov.  John  Webster,  who  died  in  1661 ;  but  this  is  doubted  in  N  E  H  &  G  Register,  \  oi. 

51,  p  360.  . 

1669/70  Mch.  9.  Vol.  XXI,  p  195  C  H  S:  In  “an  acc"’  of  Come  now  in  possession  of  sundry  inhabit¬ 
ants  in  Hartford:  di  Number  of  persons,”  Goodm  Stockin  has  12  bushels  of  wheat,  10  of  corn,  and  5  per¬ 
sons  in  his  family.  All  the  children  are  married.  Are  some  at  home,  or  are  the  three  extra  persons  servants 

or  boarders?  . , 

1671  /2,  Feb’y.  Vol.  I,  p  581  L  R:  George  Stocking’s  proportion  of  the  upland  division  on  the  East  side 

of  river  was  20  acres  out  of  3,109  total  held  by  89  proprietors. 

1673  July  15.  Vol.  II,  No.  96  PC;  “I  George  Stockine  of  Hartforde,  planter,  doe  in  this  my  Last 
Will  and  Testament  give  unto  Anna  my  wife  all  my  howseinge,  barne,  orchards,  home  lott,  up  an  , 
meadow  &  Swamp  land,  Cattell,  and  all  my  other  Estate,  for  her  to  use  duringe  the  time  of  her  natural 

lyfe,  and  after  hir  Decease  to  be  Disposed  off  as  followeth:  r  c  s.  i 

“I  Doe  give  to  my  Daughter  Liddia  Richards,  the  wife  of  John  Richards,  the  Sum  of  £15;  &  Doe 
allsoe  heareby  give  to  my  Daughter  Sarah  Olcott,  the  wife  of  Samuel  Olcott,  the  sum  of  £10. 

“I  Doe  allsoe  give  to  the  Six  Children  of  Andrew  Benton  Senr,  that  is  to  Andrew  Benton  Jr.,  John 
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Benton,  Samuell  Benton,  Joseph  Benton,  Mary  Benton  and  Dorothy  Benton,  the  sum  of  £12,  to  be 
equally  divided  among  them. 

“I  Doe  allsoe  heareby  give  unto  Hanna  Campe  one  Mare. 

“My  will  is  that  these  legacies  shall  be  discharged  within  one  year  after  my  wive’s  decease.  My  will 
alsoe  is  that  if  any  of  my  Cattell  or  other  Goods  of  mine  may  be  Spared,  my  wife  and  my  Executor,  agreeing 
together  aboute  it,  may  sell  The  same  and  pay  some  legacies  before  given,  to  whom  they  shall  see  meete. 

“Presently  after  my  istatc  is  prised,  the  Debts  and  these  legacies  beinge  paid,  and  my  Desires  in  this 
my  will  beinge  Attended,  1  Doc  heareby,  give  the  remayning  parte  of  my  Estate  to  my  son  Samuell 
Stockinge,  both  howsinge.  Land  and  whatever  else  is  not  given  away  before,  for  him  to  possess  and  Injoy 
for  ever.  I  doe  allsoe  heareby  make  my  son  Samuell  Stockinge  E.xecutor  of  this  my  will  and  Testament. 

“Alsoe,  my  will  is  that  all  my  Land  shall  pay,  accordinge  to  Its  proportion,  to  the  mayntenance  of 
the  Ministry  attended  at  the  new  Meeting  howse  at  Hartford. 

“  I  have  Desired  my  two  friends  Gregory  Wolterton  and  Lt.  Thomas  Bull  to  see  this  my  will  to  be 
performed. 

In  witnesse  whereoff  I  have  heare  unto  set  my  hand.  Dated  this  15'*’  day  of  July  in  the  yeare  of  our 
Lorde  God  1673. 

George  X  Stocking 

Witness:  Gregory  Wolterton 
George  Grave  Sen 


1674,  Nov.  Vol.  I,  Dist.  p  590  :  Georg  Stocking  drew  lot  63  in  the  distribution  “next  Farmington 
bownds.”  It  was  480  rods  by  10  rods  and  contained  30  acres,  only  67  proprietors  participating. 


1682,  Nov.  11.  Vol.  II,  No.  98  P  C:  This  is  a  document,  in  the  nature  of  a  codicil  to  the  will,  which 
makes  some  changes  in  the  disposition  of  the  property.  It  says:  “The  land  my  son  Sam'  Stocking  & 
his  son  Sammll  hath  taken  in  &  Improved  on  y*"  west  side  y'  Great  River  at  Midleton  I  doe  give  it  to 
them  &  ye  heires  for  ever  &  the  one  Third  of  the  rest  of  all  ye  land  that  did  fall  to  me  in  Midleton  I  doe 
reserve  to  my  disspose  &  that  land  that  Thomas  Stoe  &  Sam'  Stocking  have  fenced  in  it  shall  be  to  them 
&  there  heirs  forever. 

“To  John  Stocking  I  give  my  Eleven  acres  of  land  in  Hartford  Sou'*’  meadow  &  so  much  as  shall  be 
convenient  to  build  to  extend  from  the  High  way  to  the  fence  that  thwarts  my  lott  at  y'  Barne  End  & 
the  five  acres  more  or  less  that  lyes  next  that  land  1  gave  Sam'  Benton  I  give  to  John  Stocking  it  lyes 
neer  ye  wolfe  pound. 

“The  rest  of  my  Homlot  I  give  to  my  Grandsons  Georg  &  Ebenezer  Stocking  I  say  the  remainder  of 
my  Home  lot  &  house  &  barn  to  be  equaly  divided  to  y"". 

“&  My  land  at  Midleton  I  give  to  my  grand  children  that  have  not  nothing  given  by  this  my  will  to 
be  divided  between  y"’  that  noe  child  of  them  may  have  above  20  acres  upon  which  they  may  settle 
themselves  &  build  cottages. 

“I  confirm  to  John  Richards  that  acre  of  mead  land  I  gave  him. 

“My  daughters  shall  have  portions  of  land’  w‘'‘  my  grand  children.” 

1683,  May  25.  In  the  report  of  the  appraisers  following  they  give  this  date  as  the  day  of  death. 
The  report  that  he  had  reached  the  centenarian  age  of  101  is  repeated  in  various  places  but  as  stated  above, 
I  have  not  found  any  original  reference  to  substantiate  the  claim. 

1683,  June  8.  Vol.  II,  No.  97  P  G:  “An  Inventory  of  the  esteat  of  gorg  stockins  of  hartford  decased 
May  2^  1683: 


In  wareing  aparill  03'02'00,  by  bcadstead  and  beading  . 
on  bibell,  on  sermon  booke,  on  payer  of  spactickels,  on  combe 
on  bruch,  on  bootell,  a  ston  pestell,  and  a  tabell  . 
on  payer  of  o.xen,  on  cow  and  calf  .  .  .  .  • 

there  maires  and  toe  young  horsis  .  .  .  .  • 
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00-14-00 

15-00-00 

06-00-00 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


a  horn  loot  containing  there  eacor  and  a  halfe  and  the  housing  upon  it  . 
toe  eacors  on  half  of  up  land  buting  on  John  buncc  north  and  paull  pcacke  south 
9  eacors  on  roode  Lying  at  the  wolf  pound  of  which  Satnuell  benton  saycth  -4  cacor 
20  cacor  in  the  west  davio  ..... 

5  eacors  in  the  Soutli  meadow  .... 

4  eacors  in  the  swamp  in  the  south  meadow 
on  cacor  in  the  South  meadow  in  the  Indian  ground 
half  an  eacor  of  ground  in  the  South  meadow 
2  cacor  in  the  South  meadow  at  peaquits  heads  . 


is  his 


Indian  Come  26  buchclls . 

Twenty  one  other  lines  of  household  and  farm  items 


Tacken  By  us:  Nath  :  Willett 
Thomas  Bunce 
John  Eston 


£57-10-00 

25-00-00 

20-00-00 

01-10-00 

40-00-00 

32-00-00 

10-00-00 

05-00-00 

20-00-00 

03-05-00 

15-10-09 


£255-14-03 
1-15-  0 

£257-09-03 


"Wc  underwritten  being  desired  by  Decon  Saimicll  Stockin  to  prize  some  things  of  his  fathers  that 
ware  att  his  house; 


One  ould  chest  and  one  ould  Cubberd  att  . 

one  trundle  bedsted  att  ...... 

one  ould  bras  Kittle  and  one  bras  skillctt  att 

one  frying  pan  and  one  small  peuter  saser  and  old  porenger 

one  old  pannell  and  Aull  ...... 


Midletowne  this  S'*'  of  june;1683 
Nath  :  White,  John  Warnere 


£00-10-00 

00-06-00 

00-09-00 

00-05-00 

00-05-00 


£01-15-00” 


1683,  Sept.  6.  Vol.  IV,  p  73  C  C:  An  inventory  of  the  Estate  of  George  Stocking  was  e.xhibited  in 
Court,  and  son  Samuel  Stocking  was  confirmed  as  Executor. 

1683,  Dec.  18.  P  78  Do:  “This  Court  haveing  viewed  that  presented  as  the  Last  Will  &  Testament  of 
George  Stoeking  in  the  eircumstanccs  of  it,  together  with  what  George  Stocking  hath  declared  to  George 
Stocking  &  Capt.  Allyn,  &  his  declaration  of  his  will  in  part  contradicting,  doe  Judge  that  the  will  pre¬ 
sented  is  of  no  value,  &  therefore  the  Court  distribute  the  Estate  as  followeth:  To  Samuel  Stocking  ,£100; 
to  Hannah  Benton’s  children,  £41 ;  to  the  wife  of  John  Richards,  £41 :  to  the  wife  of  Samuel  Olcott,  £41 ; 
&  to  John  Stocking,  who  hath  lived  with  George  Stocking,  his  grandfather,  for  some  yeares,  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  Estate,  being  £34,  we  distribute  to  John  Stocking;  6l  desire  &  appointe  Marshall  George  Grave 
&  Thomas  Bunce  to  make  this  Distribution  of  the  estate  the  sonns  to  have  the  land  as  far  as  their  divis- 
sion  will  reach  when  debts  are  payd.  If  there  be  any  overplus  it  is  to  be  divided  according  to  this  rule  & 
If  the  estate  fall  short  it  is  to  be  born  by  all  the  legatees  according  to  this  divission.” 

Tlie  above  distribution  did  not  prove  satisfactory  to  some  of  the  heirs  hence  they  appealed  to  the  Court 
of  Assistants,  with  the  following  result.  The  slight  change  which  the  heirs  agreed  to  raises  the  question 
whether  it  was  in  fact  worth  the  trouble. 

1684,  May  27.  P  50  C  of  A:  Here  is  recorded  an  agreement,  which  this  Court  agrees  to,  signed  by 
grandson  John  Stocking,  for  himself  and  the  heirs  of  his  deceased  father,  John  Richards  and  Sarnuel 
Olcott  in  behalf  of  their  wives,  and  the  children  of  Andrew  Benton  Sen’r.  By  this  agreement  John  Rich¬ 
ards  was  to  receive  £42;  Samuel  Olcott,  £42;  the  children  of  Andrew  Benton  £42;  and  John  Stocking 

£31. 


CHILDREN 


(all  born  probably  in  England) 

1  DEA  SAMUEL  b. - ;  m.  May  27,  1652,  Bethia  Hopkins;  he  d.  Dec.  3,  1683  she  d. 

They  settled  in  Middletown  about  1652.  He  was  the  first  deacon  of  the  church  there  in  1668.  Was  one  of 
three  signers  of  the  Indian  deed  to  Middletown.  Was  deputy  to  Gen’l  Ct  for  8  terms.  His  inv’y,  £648-08-08. 
Wife  Bethia  m  (2)  James  Steele  whose  wife  Anna  Bishop  had  d.  in  1676. 
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2.  HANNAH  b. - ;  m.  1649,  Andrew  Benton;  she  d.  bef.  1673  he  d.  a  Aug.,  1683  5  ch 

On  Mch.  5,  1648,  he  joined  the  Church  in  Milford,  Ct.  In  1662  they  removed  to  Hartford.  He  m  (2),  1673, 

Anne  Cole  and  had  3  children.  His  inv’y,  i::345' 17-09.  ^ 

3.  SARAH  b. - :  m.  Samuel  Olcott;  she  d.  he  d.  a  Mch.,  1703,  4  5  ch 

They  lived  in  Hartford;  his  inv’y,  £550-08-00. 

4.  LYDIA  b. - ;  m.  John  Richards  (see  below) 

LINE  OF  DESCENT  .  ,  .  . 

O  O'  '  '  /  ^  V 

John  Richards  b.  1631  m.  Lydia  Stocking  b. 

Dca.  Thomas  Richards  b.  1666  m.  Mary  Parsons  b.  1668 
Thomas  Richards  b.  1694  m.  Abigail  Turner  b.  1697 

Dca.  John  Richards  b.  1730  31  m.  Mary  French  b. - 

Amos  Richards  b.  1759  m.  Lydia  Lewis  b.  1763 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emelinc  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  .Anderson  b.  1844 
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JOl-IN  STODDARD 

MARY  FOOTE 
b.  a  1623 
d.  aft.  1685 


b.  a  1620 

m.  a  1642 
d.  a  Nov.,  1664 
X  a  44 


1623.  Vol.  1 1,  p  327  Stiles:  Mary  Foote  was  the 
third  of  seven  children,  six  of  whom,  including  her' 
self,  were  born  in  England.  She  was  about  ten 
years  old  when  she  made  the  trip  in  a  sail  boat 
with  her  family  to  the  New  World.  The  proba' 
bility  is  that  she  was  born  at  Shalford  in  Essex 
County.  She  lived  at  Watertown,  Massachusetts, 
for  a  year  and  then  came  to  Wethersfield  where 
her  father  is  ranked  as  a  first  settler  it  not  the  first 
settler  of  the  place.  Hence  she  was  brought  up  in 
the  very  wilderness  primeval.  Any  day  she  could, 
unhampered  by  the  works  of  man, 

“Go  forth  under  the  open  sky  and  list 
To  Nature’s  teachings.” 

She  had  been  in  Wethersfield  for  some  eight  years 
when  John  Stoddard,  an  early  comer  to  the  town 
like  herself,  came  to  take  her  for  his  own. 

1664/5,  Mch.  2.  Vol.  II,  p  25  C  C:  When  she 
was  about  forty  tw’o  years  old  her  husband  died 
intestate  leaving  her  w'ith  seven  children,  the  old' 
est  just  approaching  twenty  one.  She  w’as  made 
administrator  of  the  estate  and  was  awarded  £129 
as  her  own  share;  “  shee  to  mayntayne  and  educate 
the  children  till  they  come  of  age.” 

1670/1,  Feb’y  23.  Vol.  I,  p  1 12  T  V:  At  a  Town 
Meeting  in  Wethersfield,  Goodwife  Stodder  draw's 
Lot  No.  7  in  the  division  of  “the  land  next  Farm' 
ington  bounds”  which  is  made  in  equal  portions  to 
the  76  householders  of  the  towm  w'ho  are  on  the 
West  side  of  the  Connecticut  River.  Each  lot  was 
26  rods  wide  and  contained  52  acres.  See  position 
in  Vol.  I,  p  741  of  Stiles  History. 

1673/4,  Jan’y  15.  Vol.  II,  p  912  Stiles:  “A 
Rate  raised  upon  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Wethersfield  for  the  discharge  of  a  purchase  of 
land  from  the  Indians,  which  is  one  halfe  penny 
upx)n  the  pound.”  “Widow  John  Stoder”  is  taxed 


1620.  Vol.  1 1,  p  6S4  Stiles:  This  historian  states 
that  John  Stoddard  was  born  about  1620  in  Eng' 
land.  He  gives  no  authority  for  the  date  and  we 
have  found  none;  but  it  at  least  appears  reason' 
able.  The  “Stoddard  Family”  (1865)  throws  no 
light  on  these  his  early  days. 

1638.  Vol.  1,  p  31  Stiles:  John  Stoddard  w-asan 
early  settler  of  Wethersfield,  Connecticut.  At  this 
time,  when  he  is  supposed  to  have  arrived,  the 
town  could  not  have  been  more  than  three  years 
of  age.  In  the  early  records  the  name  appears  as 
Stodder,  Stoder,  Stodker,  Studart,  etc.  We  have 
no  trace  of  his  English  connections.  Arthur’s  Ety' 
mological  Dictionary  of  Family  names  says  there 
is  a  tradition  that  the  first  of  the  name  came  over 
to  England  with  William  the  Conqueror,  as  stand' 
ard  bearer  to  Viscounte  De  Pulcsdon,  a  noble  Nor' 
man,  and  that  name  comes  from  standard  bearer 
and  was  anciently  De  La  Standard. 

1638,  9,  Jan’y  14.  Vol.  I,  p  220  G  C:  Here  are 
spread  the  eleven  “Fundamental  Orders”  making 
up  the  Constitution  of  Connecticut.  All  the  free 
planters  of  the  only  three  river  towns,  Hartford, 
Windsor  and  Wethersfield,  met  at  Hartford  and 
adopted  it  and  it  has  been  a  model  for  civil  govern' 
ment  ever  since.  John  Stoddard  w'as  probably 
present  at  this  notable  convention  though  no  rcc' 
ord  of  delegates  w'as  kept;  nor  docs  there  seem  to 
be  any  record  of  him  as  a  sergeant  this  year  as  one 
writer  claims. 

1642/  3,  Mch.  2.  Vol.  I,  p  94  G  C:  “John  Sted' 
der  ”  was  a  juror  at  a  Session  of  the  Court  in  which 
six  cases  of  trespass,  etc.,  were  disposed  of.  Our 
John  Deming  and  Joseph  Loomis  were  on  the  same 
jury.  Each  year  up  to  Oct.  29,  1646  John  Stoddard 
was  a  juryman,  in  at  least  four  General  Courts. 

1643.  Vol.  I,  p  2  L  R:  “The  Ear  Marke  of  John 
Stodard :  The  near  eare  of  the  under  sid  of  the  eare 
slight  about  the  midle  of  the  eare;  and  the  offe 
eare  slight  in  the  midle  of  the  ear,  of  the  open  sid 
of  the  eare,  and  this  mark  he  will  continue.” 

1643,  Apl.  6.  Vol.  I,  p  99  G  C:  “Jo:  Stoder  pit. 
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in  this  assessment  at  3s  6d,  which  would  make  her 
list  at  £84.  Distribution  was  not  made  till  1701. 

1674,  Apl.  4.  Vol.  Ill,  No.  49  b,  PC:  “Thiswrit- 
ing  witnesseth  that  John  Goodrich  of  Wethers¬ 
field,  Senior,  for  and  in  consideration  of  a  marriage 
shortly  to  be  had  «  sollomniced  betwene  the  said 
John  Goodrich  and  Mary  Stoddard  and  for  and  in 
consideration  of  the  Summe  of  £180  sterling  in 
lands  and  other  estate  to  bee  delivered  in  to  the 
possession  of  the  said  John  Goodrich  at  the  time 
of  marriage”  ....  The  agreement  concludes 
that  if  he  dies  first  the  above  amount  shall  be  re- 
returned  to  her  with  a  £4  annuity  in  addition. 
John  Doming  Sen’r  and  Samucll  Heall  sen’r  of 
Wethersfield  are  made  executors  to  see  this  pro¬ 
vision  carried  out.  This  agreement  is  recorded 
also  in  Wethersfield  L  R,  Vol.  II,  p  53.  Shortly 
after  this,  probably  in  the  same  month  of  April, 
Mary  Stoddard  and  John  Goodrich  SeiV  of  Weth¬ 
ersfield  were  married.  This  was  his  second  venture 
also.  He  was  the  brother  of  our  William  Goodrich. 
They  lived  together  just  six  years  when  he  died, 
April,  1680,  as  shown  in  Gourt  item  of  1685  below. 
He  left  estate  of  £651-10-00,  not  mentioning  her; 
but  the  Gourt  set  it  aside  in  favor  of  her  ante¬ 
nuptial  agreement. 

1680,  May  10.  Vol.  IV,  p  27  G  G:  “Upon  the 
complaynt  of  Mr  Deming  in  behalf  of  the  Widdow 
of  John  Goodrich  that  the  sayd  widdow  hath  not 
reced  her  estate  that  is  due  to  her  by  covenant 
before  marriage,  those  in  present  possession  re- 
fuseing  to  make  payment  of  it  without  order  from 
the  Gourt.  This  court  considering  the  premises  doe 
order  that  Dan’l  Rose  &  John  Goodrich  doe  de¬ 
liver  to  the  Widdow  her  Just  due  according  to 
agreement  afoarsd  with  the  best  speed  they  may 
&  in  such  special  as  may  be  equivalent  to  what 
they  brought  to  the  sd  Goodrich. 

1683.  Vol.  II,  p  685  Stiles:  Widow  Mary  Foote 
Stoddard  Goodrich  now  marries  (3)  Lieut.  Thomas 
Tracy  of  Norwich  and  presumably  goes  there  to 
live.  She  has  reached  the  age  of  60  and  is  still  at¬ 
tractive.  All  her  children  have  passed  the  age  of 
21.  He  died  at  Norwich  Nov.  7,  1685  but  neither 
Wethersfield  nor  Norwich  records  show  either  this 
marriage  or  her  death. 

1685,  Aug.  10.  Vol.  Ill,  No.  50  a  PG:  An  at¬ 
tachment  on  two  pieces  of  real  estate  of  the  estate 
of  John  Goodrich  in  Wethersfield  is  served  by 


in  an  act"  of  trespas  against  Jo.  Plum,  Defends 
damage  x.xs.”  ....  “The  action  betwene  Jo: 
Stodcr  &  Jo:  Plum  is  by  consent  withdrawen  «  re¬ 
ferred  fully  to  be  issued  by  Jo:  WTite  &  W‘"  Gib- 
bings;  ye  charges  of  ye  Court  is  equally  to  be  payd 
betwene  ye  p'tyes.” 

1645,  June  18.  Vol.  I,  p  91  L  R:  Here  are 
recorded  eight  parcels  of  land  in  name  of  John 
Stoddard,  bought  of  Richard  Westcott,  including 
his  house  in  west  side  of  High  street,  corner  Fort 
(now  Prison)  st.  See  location  on  ancient  map  in 
Stiles  history.  This  house  had  been  bought  by 
Westcott  in  1640  and  it  had  earlier  been  Samuel 
Clarke’s.  Following  this  are  recorded  seven  other 
parcels  bought  of  Mr.  Parke  and  others. 

1645,  Dec.  4.  Vol.  I,  p  148  G  C:  “At  a  Perticu- 
ler  Gourt,”  we  find  this  entry:  “Will’  Boreman  pi. 
agt.  Jo:  Stodder.  Will’  Boreman  for  not  prsecut- 
ing,  is  to  pay  the  deft.  2s  vid.”  This  did  not  dispose 
of  the  case,  however,  for  six  months  later  we  find 
the  following: 

1646, June6.  P  152  Do:  “  In  the  ac.  of  Borman 
pi.  agt.  Stodder  deft,  the  Jury  find  for  the  pi.  5s 
damages  &  cost  of  Gourt.” 

1651,  Apl.  Vol.  I,  p  621  Stiles:  John  Stoddard 
with  our  Thomas  Wright,  John  Goodrich  and  oth¬ 
ers,  who  owned  lots  bounded  by  present  High  St., 
Prison  St.,  &  Sandy  Lane,  made  agreement  to 
share  the  expense  of  ditching  their  house  lots 
which  “are  surrounded  every  winter  and  spring 
with  water”  so  that  they  “could  not  have  any 
profit  in  the  middle  of  their  lots,”  except  John 
Stoddard  whose  lot  is  “hie  and  dry”  but  has  to  be 
traversed  by  the  ditch  in  question.  The  expense 
is  to  be  shared  by  all. 

1658,9,  May  17.  Vol.  II,  p  124  G  G:  John 
Studder  is  on  the  J  ury  of  the  Gounty  Gourt.  He 
served  again  on  Dec.  6,  1660  and  on  June  5,  1662. 

1659.  Vol.  II,  p  302  Stiles:  At  about  this  time 
John  Stoddard  bought  Nathaniel  Dickinson’s 
share  in  the  Ghester  mill.  This  had  been  the  first 
grist  mill  in  Wethersfield  and  perhaps  in  the  Gol- 
ony.  John  Goltman,  afterward  the  Town  School¬ 
master,  &  Dickinson  had  bought  the  mill  in  1648, 
the  town  helping  them  therein  to  the  extent  of 
£15.  Stoddard  held  the  mill  for  about  one  year 
and  then  sold  it  to  the  town  of  Wethersfield  as 
per  the  next  item.  In  these  early  days  the  towns 
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Marshal  George  Grave  to  satisfy  above  unpaid 
claim  of  Mary  Tracy,  wife  of  Thomas  Tracy  of 
Norwich,  on  the  said  estate. 

1685,  Sept.  2.  No.  52  Do:  “One  piece  lyeing  at 
the  uper  end  of  the  great  Meado  containing  five 
acres.”  ....  “One  peice  alsoe  in  the  great 
meadow  containing  three  acres”  ....  “The 
above  written  is  a  true  Acount  of  the  quantity 
and  bownds  of  the  lands  that  John  Goodrich  De^ 
ceased  made  over  to  his  wife  Mary  which  is  now 
the  wife  of  Leiut  Tho:  Tracy  by  way  of  Joynture 
as  it  may  further  appear  by  the  said  Joynture  as 
it  stands  recorded  in  the  third  Booke  of  Wethers¬ 
field  Records  at  large  in  folio  53:54.”  (Vol.  Ill, 
p  230  L  R) 

1685,  Sept.  3.  Vol.  IV,  p  110  C  G:  Thomas 
Tracy  &  Mary  his  wife  now  appear  in  Court 
through  attorney  showing  unpaid  on  her  marriage 
agreement  of  Apl.  4,  1674,  £13-2$  besides  part  of 
a  year’s  due,  as  below.  The  Jury  finds  for  the 
plaintife.  Execution  made  Jan’y  21,  1685/6. 

1685,  Sept.  3.  Vol.  Ill,  No.  51  P  C:  “Mr.  Pit- 
ken:  that  whith  my  wife  have  reseved  of  her  legasy 
that  her  husband  Goodrich  gave  her  reseved  two 
pound  eyghten  shillings  and  that  is  all  that  hav 
ben  reseved. 

Thomas  Tracy. 

“Dyed  A  prill,  1680  5  years  .  .  .  £20-00-00 

6-18-00 

£13-02-00” 

1701,  Apl.  28.  Vol.  IV,  pi  16  TV:  The  purchase 
of  1674,  now  known  as  the  “Five  Mile  Purchase” 
is  distributed  to  the  original  114  purchasers  or 
their  heirs.  “Widow  John  Stoder”who  invested 
3s-6d  in  it  now  draws  Lot  No.  84  of  58J4  acres, 
19%  rods  in  the  name  of  her  husband  J ohn  Stodart, 
though  John  has  been  dead  for  37  years  and  his 
wife  for  perhaps  a  dozen  years.  In  1685  at  least 
she  passed  the  age  of  63,  after  which  history  is  si¬ 
lent  as  to  her  days. 


were  not  so  averse  to  going  into  “private  busi¬ 
ness.” 

1660,  Oct.  25.  Vol.  I,  p  67  T  V:  “The  Howse 
bought  of  John  Stoddar  his  mill,  wth  the  land;” 
the  town  is  to  “pay  John  Stodder  the  full  and  just 
sum  of  27  pounds.” 

1661,  Dec.  31.  P  72  Do:  “The  towne  at  this 
meting  hath  released  unto  John  Stoddard  his  mill 
againe  into  his  owen  hands.”  It  was  agreed  that 
if  John  Stoddard  would  “goe  on  to  repaire  his 
mill”  then  they  would  “give  to  him  every  man 
one  day’s  worke”  and  pursuade  the  rest  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  to  do  likewise. 

1660  61,  Mch.  15.  Vol.  II,  p  22  L  R:  John 
Stoodder  sells  to  Thomas  Tracy  land  in  the  great 
meadow  and  in  the  wet  swamp  in  exchange  for 
Tracy’s  land  in  Pennywise. 

1661/2,  Jan’y  4.  P  168  Do:  He  now  sells  to 
Capt.  John  Chester  the  grist  mill  with  20  acres  of 
land.  Chester’s  father  had  built  and  owned  this 
mill  in  1637. 

1662,  May  13.  Vol.  II,  p  170  C  C:  “James 
Rogers  pit  contra  John  Stodder  and  his  wife  in  an 
action  of  defamation  in  chargeinge  him  wth  theft 
and  murther  or  attempt  thereto  wth  Railing  accu¬ 
sations  to  ye  damage  of  £100.”  The  Jury  awards 
Rogers  £5  damage  and  cost  of  court. 

1664,  May  10.  Vol.  Ill,  p  14CC:  John  Stodder 
is  on  the  jury  at  Hartford  -  his  last  known  public 
service.  Within  seven  months  of  this  time  he  dies 
intestate  at  Wethersfield.  At  forty  four  he  had  not 
reached  his  prime  and  his  youngest  child  was  only 
just  past  three.  He  left  a  good  sized  property  but 
the  load  was  heavy  on  the  wife  with  five  children 
still  at  home  from  eighteen  to  three  years  of  age. 

1664,  Dec.  20.  Vol.  Ill,  p  40  C  C:  “A  true  In¬ 
ventory  of  the  Estate  of  John  Studard  Deceased 
in  Wethersfield  taken  by  the  Townesmen  of  the 
same  Mr.  John  Chester,  William  Gutteridg,  Sam’l 
Halle,  John  Deming  this  20th  of  December,  1664: 


Im(>rimis  the  house  &  Home  lott  with  ye  appurtinances  thereto  belonging 

Itt  Nine  Acres  lyeing  in  the  Great  meadow  at  the  upper  end 

..  £045-00-00 
.  070-00-00 
.  030-00-00 

.  016-00-00 
.  010-00-00 

Itt  fower  Acres  in  the  Mille  Meadow  at  ...  • 

Itt  two  more  at  the  lower  end  of  the  meadow 

Itt  fower  Acres  in  the  great  swampe . 

Itt  two  Acres  in  Bevoure  Meadow  &  a  halfe 

Itt  12  Acres  of  meadow  &  swamp  in  the  West  Swampe 

.  OOS-00-00 

.  040-00-00 
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Itt  in  penny  wise  8  acres  &  a  halfe  £016-^'00 

I  tt  six  Acres  of  Wood  Land  in  the  short  Lotts  .........  003-00-00 

Itt  ten  Acres  of  Wood  Land  in  the  long  lotts  .........  003-00-00 

Itt  the  old  sorill  mare  003-00-00 

&  to  Mares  more  020-00-00 

Itt  fower  oxen  023-00-00 

Itt  two  cowes  &  a  heifer  013-00-00 

Itt  4  year  olds  008-00-00 

Itt  14  Hoggcs  015-00-00 

Itt  In  Indian  Corn  &  wheat  &  pease  &  oates  .........  030-00-00 

Itt  Two  gunns  &  Two  swords  003-10-00 

Itt  in  Workeing  Tooles  004-10-00 

12  lines  of  household  items  041-08-00 


£407-08-00 

The  debts  oweing  in  all  £18-0-0. 


“SIX  CHILDREN 

The  eldest  Mary  Stodard  21  years  this  March,  1664/5 
John  the  eldest  son  19  years  this  Aprill  next,  1665 
Josia  the  next  16  yeares  September  last,  1664 
Mary  the  next  12  yeares  Last  November,  1664 
Elizabeth  the  next  8  yeares  Last  July,  1664 
Nathaniel  the  next  4  yeares  old  this  March,  1664:  65” 

1664/5,  Mch.  2.  Vol.  II,  p  25  C  C;  “At  a  quarter  Court,  the  Inventory  of  John  Stodder  was  exhibited 
in  Court  &  Mary  Stodder  the  Relict  is  appoynted  to  administer  on  the  estate,  the  distribution  whereof  is 
as  followeth:  to  Mary  the  Relict  £129  dureing  the  term  of  her  life,  &  at  her  death  to  return  to  her  sons 
that  shall  then  be  living  £20  apiece,  the  rest  of  the  estate  to  be  at  her  own  dispose;  To  the  eldest  son  at 
21,  £63;  to  the  2‘*  son  £49  at  21;  to  the  3“  son  £40  at  21;  to  the  duaghters  £36  apiece  at  18.  The  Land 
is  to  be  and  remayne  to  the  sons  wholly  after  their  mother’s  decease,  &  shee  to  mayntayne  and  educate 
the  children  till  they  come  to  age.  John  Deming  Sen’r  &  Samuel  Hall  are  appoynted  to  assist  the  widdowe 
&  oversee  the  children,  &  see  that  this  distribution  be  attended.” 

CHILDREN 

(all  born  in  Wethersfield,  Ct.) 

1.  MARY  b.  Mch.  12,  1643/4;  m.  Dec.  10,  1663,  Dea.  Joseph  Wright  (see  below) 

2.  JOHN  b.  Apl.  12,  1646;  m.  May  26,  1674,  Elizabeth  Curtis;  he  d.  Dec.  14,  1703,  ae  58  shed.  Nov.  13,1691,  9  ch 

ae  a  41 

They  were  of  Wethersfield;  his  inventory  £725-09-06.  Their  son  John  became  an  original  settler  of  Litchfield 
with  our  Capt.  Jacob  Griswold  and  Deacon  John  Buell. 

3.  CALEB  b.  Sept.  12,  1648;  he  d.  before  .Mch.  2,  1664/5  (father’s  estate) 

He  was  twin  of  Joshua. 

4.  JOSHUA  b.  Sept.  12,  1648;  m.  Aug.  15,  1684,  Bethia  Smith;  he  d.  a  Sept.,  1725,  ae  77  she  d.  Apl.,  1725 

They  lived  in  Wethersfield.  His  inventory  totaled  £124-05-00.  No  children  were  mentioned  in  the  settlement. 

At  her  probate,  inventory  of  £24-02-02  was  exhibited,  her  brothers  Samuel  and  Joseph  Smith  of  Glastonbury 
being  appraisers. 

5.  MERCY  b.  Nov.,  1652;  m.  Mch.  10,  1685,  Dea.  Joseph  Wright 

She  married  the  husband  of  her  older  sister  Mary.  These  are  also  in  our  direct  line. 

6.  ELIZABETH  b.  July,  1656;  m. - Wright 

Goodwin  is  authority  for  this  marriage  to  one  Wright. 

7.  NATHANIEL  b.  Mch.,  1660/1;  m  (1)  Mary - ;  he  d.  Feb’y  9,  1714,  ae  53  she  d.  Jan’y  17,  1692/3  1  ch 

He  m  (2)  Dec.  7,  1693,  Eunice  Standish  who  bore  three  children  and  d.  Aug.  5,  1716,  ae  52.  He  was  sur-  3  ch 
veyor  in  1690.  Inherited  probably  his  father’s  place  at  Penny  wise  (in  Weathersficld). 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Dea.  Joseph  Wright  b.  1639  m.  Mary  Stoddard  b.  1643  4 
Jacob  Griswold  b.  1660  m.  Mary  Wright  b.  1665 
Capt.  Jacob  Griswold  b.  1690  m.  Comfort  Buck  b.  1692 
Capt.  Solomon  Buell  b.  1715  m.  Eunice  Griswold  b.  1721 
Ira  Buell  b.  1745  m.  Prudence  Deming  b.  1741 
Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 
Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 
Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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THE  SWEETLAND  FAMILY 


WILLIAM  SWEETLAND  b. - 

AGNES -  m. - 

b.  -  d- - 

d.  - 

1676,  Sept.  1.  Vol.  3,  p  193  Essex  Inst:  “Mr. 
Will’m  Swetland,  his  son  Peter  by  Agnes  his  wife 
bourne  the  1“  7  mo  1676:  theire  daughter  Grace 
born  the  8‘'*  Mch  1679.,  80  :  Jno  Swetland  b.  P' 
7'^  mo  ’81 :  ye  son  Joseph  b.  5^''  1 1  m.o  1 6S3.  ’’  Th's 
record  from  the  first  B  M  D  volume  of  Salem  is 
the  only  record  of  Agnes  Sweetland  that  we  have 
found;  and  of  the  span  of  her  life,  like  that  of  her 
husband,  we  have  neither  the  beginning  nor  the 
ending. 


1676.  Vol.  II,  p  250 T  V,  Salem,  Mass:  “Posted 
to  the  Beginning  of  the  Booke  of  Constables  ac- 
compts.  Ye  Receipt  Coale  has  p'^  W’m  Swetland 
18s.”  This  is  the  first  record  we  can  find  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Sweetland,  though  the  entry  under  1714  may 
indicate  that  he  was  in  Salem  in  1661.  He  was  a 
tailor.  He  is  so  far  as  we  know  the  first  of  the  name 
in  America.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  following 
records  that  he  lived  both  in  Salem  and  in  Beverly. 
That  he  was  a  respected  citizen  and  of  exemplary 
character  is  also  shown.  No  record  is  found  of  the 
English  ancestors. 

1677,  June  11.  Vol.  II,  p  259  T  V:  “Mr.  W~ 
Sweetland  is  chosen,”  at  Selectman’s  Meeting,  as 
one  of  25  who  in  their  respective  wards,  shall 

Five  only  of  the  25  are  “Mr’s.” 

Administration  on  the  Estate  of  John  White  was  granted 


“have  Inspection  to  those  families  appointed  them  according  to  Law. 
[Essex  Inst.,  Vol.  48,  p  164] 

1677,  June  26.  Vol.  26,  p  1 15  P  Ct,  Salem: 

26:  4:1677  to  William  Swetland  who  presented  the  inventory. 


1677.  Vol.  8,  P  73  Essex  Antiquarian:  William  Sweetland  was  living  this  year  in  the  Nathaniel  Gedney 
house.  Nathaniel  was  son  of  John  Gedney  Sr.,  vintner  of  Salem,  who  owned  the  lot  and  “dwelling  house 
newly  built  June  18,  1661,”  when  he  conveyed  it  to  his  son  John  Gedney  Jun’r,  mariner. 

1677/8,  Feb’y  13.  Vol.  II,  p  270  T  V:  “Att  a  meeting  of  ye  Selectmen,”  we  find  this  record:  “Mr. 
Swettland  abated  of  his  rates  5s  to  be  allowed  Hucheson.” 

1679,  April  28.  P  317  Do:  In  Constable’s  report  to  selectmen:  “  W'"  Sweetlands  rates  are  abated  12s.” 
[Essex  Inst.,  Vol.  49,  p  273] 

1680,  Sept.  18.  Vol.  V,  p  89  L  R,  Essex  Co:  “Philip  Cromwell  of  Salem,  slaughterer,  and  Mr.  Edmond 
Bridges,  of  Salem,  blacksmith,  purchased  of  John  Ruck,  who  then  owned  the  Spooner  estate,  that  part  of 
the  Joseph  Douglass  House  lot  lying  north  of  the  dashes;  and  those  grantees,  for  £70,  conveyed  the  entire 
lot  (one  fourth  of  an  acre)  with  the  dwelling  house  and  shop  thereon,  to  William  Sweetland  of  Salem, 

Sept.  18,  1680.  In  1693  the  title  of  the  estate  was  in  Stephen  Sewell  of  Salem,  merchant.  Mr.  Sweatland 
was  living  in  1688,  but  whether  he  died  possessed  of  the  property  or  conveyed  it  before  his  death  to  Mr. 
Sewall  the  writer  does  not  know.”  Mr.  Sewall,  for  £55,  conveyed  the  house,  leanto  and  lot  to  Joseph 
Douglass  of  Salem,  clothworker  Sept.  8,  1693.  [Essex  Antiquarian,  Vol.  7,  p  117] 

1681,  Vol.  I,  p  3  L  R:  Wm  Sweetland  buys  lot  of  George  Corwin  which  lot  was  mentioned  in  1647  as 
the  “shop  of  Benjamin  Felton”  in  a  deed  by  Richard  Stileman.  This  lot  was  14  or  15  ft.  square,  and  is 
where  the  northwestern  corner  of  the  Hale  Building  now  is.  [Essex  Inst.,  Vol.  40,  p  30] 

1682,  June  21.  Vol.  Ill,  p  190  Essex  Inst:  William  Swetland  helps  to  make  an  appraisal  of  the  estate  of 


Joseph  Allen,  £27-9-00. 

1682,  June  9.  Vol.  Ill,  P  189  Essex  Inst:  William  Sweetland  and  Hilliard  Veren  report  appraisal  of  the 
estate  of  Richard  Simonds,  amount  £60-00-06. 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


1684,  Aug.  4.  Vol.  I,  p  416  Marblehead  B  M  D  to  1850:  On  this  date  John  Sweatland  of  Marblehead 
marries  Rebecca  Clark.  They  name  their  first  child  William,  which  may  indicate  that  John  was  our  Wih 
ham’s  younger  brother. 

1686,  May  5.  Book  111,  p  13  L  R,  Salem:  In  Beverly,  where  the  Robert  Briscoe  House  stood  in  1700, 
John  Lambert  Sen’r,  of  Salem,  fisherman,  bought  a  dwelling  house  and  orchard  “  near  the  meeting  house  on 
Bass  river  side  .May  8,  1667.  ”  On  Nov.  3,  1682,  John  Lambert  Sen’r  conveys  it  to  his  grandson  John  Lam¬ 
bert  Jun’r,  of  Salem,  mariner,  and  he  in  turn  on  .May  5,  16S6  conveys  it  to  William  Swetland  of  Salem, 
tailor.  Mr.  Swetland,  says  the  Essex  Institute,  then  removed  to  this  house. 


1686,  May  5.  Vol.  7,  p  75  L  R,  Salem:  In  Beverly,  that  part  of  a  lot  lying  southerly  of  the  dashes,  where 
Roger  Haskins  House  stood  in  1700,  was  bought  by  John  Lambert  Sen’r,  fisherman,  in  1670  for  £10.  John 
Lambert  Jun’r,  of  Salem,  mariner,  conveyed  the  whole  of  the  westerly  part  of  this  lot  to  William  Swet¬ 
land,  of  Salem,  tailor.  May  5,  1686.  (This  John  Lambert  Jun’r  became  a  pirate  on  the  high  seas  and  was 
executed  for  piracy,  in  Boston,  June  30,  1704.)  [Vol.  55,  p  286  Essex  Inst.] 


1686,  May  7.  Vol.  54,  p  58  Essex  Inst:  “John  Lambert  Jun’r  sold  to  William  Swetland,  tailor,  of  Salem, 
his  grandfather’s  house  in  Beverly,  next  the  old  meeting  house  and  the  burying  place,  which  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  John  Lambert,  the  first,  and  a  parcel  of  land  on  Bass  river,  and  took  it  in  return  for  Swetland  s 
house,  and  Mr.  Swetland  removed  to  this  house.’’ 

1687/8,  Jan’y  21.  Vol.  Vll  1,  p  36L  R:  William  Swetland  for  £28  now  conveyed  the  Beverly  land,  under 
item  May  5,  1686  above,  to  Roger  Haskins  of  Beverly,  mariner.  [Vol.  55,  p  286  Essex  Inst.] 

1687/8,  Feb’y  27.  Vol.  8,  p  44  L  R,  Salem:  Mr.  Swetland,  for  £72-1 5s,  conveyed  to  Robert  Briscoe  of 
Beverl}',  “my  homestead  nigh  the  meetinghouse,  1  bought  of  John  Lambert.”  [\  ol.  55,  p  298  Essex  Inst.] 

In  this  year  of  grace  (1688)  England  brewed  twelve  and  one-half  million  barrels  of  beer,  says  Lecky,  for 
its  five  millions  of  population,  an  average  of  two  and  one-half  barrels  for  each  person.  Contrast  this  with 
not  one  single  legal  barrel  produced  in  American  in  this  writing  year  of  grace  (1920). 


1713/4,  Jan’y  4.  Vol.  36,  p  174  Essex  Inst:  In  the  Salem  Commoner’s  Record,  is  this  account  of  claims 
received  on  this  date:  “Daniell  Caten  for  Swetlands  house  1661  1702” 


The  date  1702  probably  indicates  the  date  when  the  Swetlands  sold  their  house  in  Salem,  Mass.,  and 
moved  to  present  Salem,  New  London  County,  Conn.  The  Swetland  Genealogy  (1907),  by  B.  S.  Swetland, 
M.D.,  of  Brocton,  N.  Y.,  says  that  they  were  living  in  the  latter  place  in  1703.  We  have  no  further  record. 
They  left  no  probate  at  Salem,  Mass.,  hence  presumably  they  ended  their  days  at  Salem,  Conn. 


CHILDREN 

(last  four  per  Salem  Vital  Records,  Vol.  I.) 

1.  AGNES  b. - :  m.  October  (10  T.  C.l  16—,  Simon  Lovett 

This  record  is  in  the  Beverly  town  and  church  records.  It  is  imperfect  in  the  original  and  the  year  cannot  be 
fully  read.  She  was  bp.  July  7,  1695  and  then  her  3  daughters  Sarah,  Annis  &  Hanah. 

2.  SARAH  b.  a  1674;  m.  June  14,  1693,  William  Bassett  (see  below) 

3.  PEETER  b.  Sept.  1,  1676.  No  family,  says  Swetland  Genealogy  by  B.  S.  Swetland. 

4.  GRAGE  b.  Mch.  8,  1679/80;  m. -  i  -^5 

5.  JOHN  b.  Sept.  1,  1681;  m.  a  1700,  Wid.  Sarah  Davis  Treadway;  he  d.  she  d.  Feb’y^ZS,  1773,  sc  87 

See  Vol.  I,  p  66  Essex  Inst.  She  was  widow  of  Treadway.  John  was  assessed  in  1741  £1-08-02  to  pay 
salary  of  Rev.  Eleazer  Wheelock  of  North  Parish  of  Lebanon,  now  Golumbia,  Ct. 

6.  CAPT.  JOSEPH  b.  Jan’y  5,  1683/4;  m.  Feb’y  13,  1705,  Mercy  Babcock;  he  d.  Sept.  6,  1749,  ae  65  she  d.  Apl. 

^t  Jwere  of  Milton  when  married  says  Rev.  Peter  Thatcher  who  also  tied  the  knot  for  Sarah  and  VAIliam 
Bassett.  On  Nov.  12,  1717  the  Church  of  Milton,  Mass.,  gave  them  letters  to  the  Church  in  Lebanon,  Conn., 
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where  he  died.  She  in  (2)  Lt.  Henry  Woodward.  The  descendants  of  Joseph  and  Mercy  joined  with  those 
of  sister  Sarah  Bassett  above  in  May,  1760  in  a  petition  to  the  General  Court  of  Conn.,  to  rescue  their 
uncle  Benjamin  Swcetland’s  estate  from  a  raid  upon  it  by  John  Richards,  prominent  attorney  of  New  Lon¬ 
don,  Ct. 

7.  BENJAMIN  b. - ;  m.  Sept.  11,  1707,  Hannah  Hale 

She  was  of  Boston.  They  settled  in  New  London.  In  1728  he  subscribed  for  Prince’s  Chronology  and  it  is 
said  that  those  v/ho  subscribed  were  considered  as  the  principal  Literati  of  New  England.  He  left  an  estate  of 
over  £1,000  and  tsvo  negroes.  His  wife  survived  him  and  died  naming  John  Richards  executor.  He  tried  to  annex 
it  as  above.  See  how  the  Court  intervened  under  Sarah  Bassett’s  story. 

LINE  OF  DESCENT 

William  Bassett  b.  a  1667  m.  Sarah  Sweetland  b.  a  1674 
William  Bassett  b.  1694  m.  Mary  Crossman  b.  a  1695 
William  Bassett  b.  1726  m.  Lydia  Fisher  b.  1730 
Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mchitable  Buell  b.  1774 
Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 
Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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THE  TALCOTT  FATvlILY 


1558.  P  7  Talcott  Pedigree  (1876):  The  family 
of  “Talcot”  was  originally  of  Warwickshire,  Eng' 
land.  John,  a  descendant  from  the  Warwickshire 
family,  was  living  in  Colchester,  Essex  County, 
previous  to  1558  and  died  there.  In  \^ol.  1137, 
n  148  of  the  Harlean  Manuscripts,  preserved  in  the  British  Museum,  containing  the  Herald  s  Visitation 
of  Essex  County  in  1558,  are  found  the  arms  and  pedigree  of  the  Talcots.  Though  John’s  name  in  his  will 
appears  as  “Taylcot”  the  name  on  all  the  old  records  of  England  is  spelled  Talcott  or  Talcot.  The  Coat 
of  Arms  granted  to  the  Talcott  Family  is  as  follows:  “Argent  on  a  pale  sable,  three  roses  of  the  field. 
Crest:  A  demi'grififin.  Argent  wings,  endorsed,  Collared  sable.”  These  arms  were  granted  in  the  year  when 
Queen  Elizabeth  was  called  to  the  throne  at  25  years  of  age.  She  was  the  last  of  the  Tudors  of  Divine 
Right”  fallacy.  From  16  to  56  one  matrimonial  scheme  succeeded  another  but  never  m.atured.  History 
says  she  was  cruel,  capricious,  insincere,  at  once  unpleasantly  masculine  and  weakly  feminine,  but  yet 
highly  popular  with  her  subjects,  a  popularity  earned  by  personal  attraction  and  a  genius  for  selecting  as 

advisers  the  most  capable  men  around  her. 


JOHN  TALCOIT  b. - 

- WELLS  rn  (1) - Wells 

h.  _  m  (2)  Marie  Pullen 

(1  _  he  d.  a  Nov.,  1606 


1606  Sept  23.  P  8  Do;  Registry  of  the  Commissary  Court  of  the  Bishop  of  London,  for  the  parts  of 
Essex  and  Herts:  “  In  the  name  of  God,  Amen.  I,  John  Talcoat,  of  the  town  of  Colch’str,  in  the  County 
of  Essex,  being  in  p’fitt  memorie  (thanks  be  unto  God)  do  make  &  ordeine  this  my  last  Will  &  Testament 

in  maim"  &  forme  following; 

“  Imb’mis.  I  bequeath  my  soule  into  the  hands  of  God  that  made  me,  &  in  the  bloode  of  His  Son,  my 
Savio"  Jesus  Christe  hath  redeemed  me,  &  by  the  grace  of  his  holly  spiritt  hath  washed  me  fro  all  rriy 
sins  &  sanctified  me  unto  eternall  life,  6l  my  bodie  to  be  buried  w’thin  the  churchyarde  of  St.  Peters  parish, 
in  Colchester.  Item.  I  give  &  bequeath  five  pounds  of  good  and  lawfull  mony  to  be  distributed  the  day 
before  my  buriall  unto  the  poore  inhabiting  within  the  town  of  Coelch",  namely,  XX  s.  unto  the  poore  of  St. 
Peters  parish,  &  four  pounds  unto  the  poore  of  the  rest  of  the  parishes  within  the  towne,  to  evry  parish  a 


part  at  the  discretion  of  myne  executors. 

“  Item.  1  give  &  bequeath  unto  my  wife  Marie  Talcott  the  third  parte  of  all  my  goods  movable,  except- 
ing  mony.  Item.  I  give  unto  her  the  house  or  tenement  wherein  I  now  dwell,  togeath"  \vith  the  houses  or 
tenements  wherein  John  Padnall  &  Richard  Lambe  now  dwell,  adioning  unto  my  saide  dwelling-house, 
with  all  the  shopps,  sellers,  sellers,  yards,  gardens  or  backsyds  therunto  app-taming,  to  have  &  to  hoi  e 
unto  her  owne  use  &  behoofe  during  the  terme  of  her  naturall  life,  &  at  the  end  their  of  to  leave  the  saide 
houses  in  meet  reparation  unto  my  son  John  Talcoat,  according  to  my  bequest  hearaft"  specified.  Item.  I 
give  unto  her  a  yearly  rent  of  fortie  Shillings  out  of  the  leases  of  those  grounds  which  I  hold  called  the 
Lwerall  to  be  paid  unto  her  by  my  son  Robert  Talcoat,  at  two  scverall  times  in  the  yeer,  at  the  feast  of 
St  Michell  the  Archangel,  &  the  ann’-ciatio-of  o’  Ladie,  by  even  portions  during  the  terme  of  the  sai 
leases  and  if  she  happen  to  die  before  the  terme  of  those  leases  shall  expire,  then  my  son  Robert  to  be  dis¬ 
charged  &  acquyted  of  the  said  payment.  Item.  I  give  unto  her  that  my  house  or  tenement  situated  m  the 
narish  of  the  Holly  Trinite  wherein  the  widdowe  ffroste  now  dwelleth,  &  my  house  or  tenement  suuated 
in  the  same  parish  neer  unto  Sheergate  wherin  -  now  dwelleth  as  also  that  my  house  or  tenem’t  situate 
in  the  parish  of  St.  Gvles,  standing  next  unto  Debbels  wall,  wherein  -  now  dwelleth,  togeath  with  the 
yards  gardens  or  backsyds  severally  appertaining  unto  the  said  houses  or  tenemen’ts.  to  have  and  to  hold 
Lto  h’r  propp"  use  and  behoof  during  the  term  of  her  naturall  lyfe,  &  at  the  end  thereof  to  leave  the  said 
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houses  or  tenem’ts  unto  such  of  my  childrc*  unto  whom  I  have  bequeathed  the  same.  It’  1  giv'e  and  he^ 
queath  unto  h-r  ten  garnish  of  letting  vessell  im’^ediatly  after  my  death,  (X 1  cn  pounds  of  good  and  lawful 
mony  to  be  paid  unto  her  by  myn  executors  w’thin  one  month  after  the  day  of  my  death,  Provyded  that 
if  my  said  wyfe  shall  demande  or  claime  the  third  of  those  lands,  mony  or  houses  which  I  have  otheru  ise 
bequeathed  them,  my  forsaide  gift  of  bequest  unto  her  to  be  void. 

“  It’.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son,  Robert  Talcoat,  all  the  leases  of  the  forsaide  severalls,  as  well  of 
all  the  land  &  grounds,  as  also  of  all  the  houses  6l  barns  standing  theruppon  in  such  mann'^  &  with  such  com 
ditions  as  I,  my  self,  have  and  do  hold  the  same  in  forme  of  S’r  Thomas  Hennasse,  or  any  other  with 
conditio’  that  he  shall  duly  pay  unto  my  wwfe,  his  mothr,  XXXX  s  a  year  during  the  term  of  those  leases,  or 
her  life  naturall,  as  is  before  specified.  It’.  1  give  unto  him  that  part  of  Dawe  house  field  which  lyeth  next 
unto  the  north  bridge  in  Colch’r,  as  it  is  now  divided  with  pole  &  quicksett  in  the  tenure  &  occupatio’  of 
— duitsh  ma —  &  by  him  imployed  in  gardeninge. 

“Item.  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  son  Thomas  Talcoat  that  other  part  or  piece  of  Dowe  house 
Field  wherin  the  Tainters  now  stande,  lying  next  unto  my  land  conteining  about  3  akers,  be  it  more 
or  lesse,  as  it  also  lyith  now  inclosed,  Togeath’r  with  the  house  or  tenement  which  1  have  builded  ther- 
oppo.’ 

“  It;  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  son,  John  Talcoat,  &  to  his  heyer  of  his  body,  lawfully  begotten,  that 
my  house  or  tenement  wherein  I  now  dwell,  in  St.  Peters  parish,  Togeather  with  those  howses  &  tenements 
wherein  John  Padnoll  Richard  Lambe  now  dwell  adioning  unto  my  now  dwelling-howse,  with  all  the 
shopps,  sollers,  sellers,  gardens  or  backsides  thereinto  app’-teining  to  have  and  to  hold  unto  himself  &  his 
heyers  after  him  after  the  decease  or  naturall  death  of  my  wife,  his  mother,  &  not  before,  and  if  it  happen 
my  said  son  John  Talcoat,  to  dye  without  issue  of  his  body,  lawfully  begotten,  then  my  will  is  that  the 
eldest  son  then  living  of  my  son  Robert  Talcoat,  and  his  heyers  after  him,  being  lawfully  begotten,  shall 
inioy  &  possesse  as  his  or  their  propp’'r  inheritance  all  those  forsaide  houses  &  tenements  as  is  before  be¬ 
queathed  unto  my  son  John,  Provyded  notwithstanding  the  premises  that  it  shall  be  lawfull  for  my  son, 
John  Talcoat,  if  he  will,  to  sell  unto  my  son  Robert  Talcoat,  <3c  to  none  other,  all  or  any  of  those  foresaidc 
howses  or  tenements  bequeathed  him. 

“It.’  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  myn  daught’r,  Marie  Marshall,  and  to  her  eldest  son  after  her,  yf  she 
hath  no  son  then  living,  to  her  eldest  daught’r,  that  my  house  &  tenement  with  the  yards  and  backsydes 
thereunto  belonging,  situated  in  the  parish  of  St.  Buttolphs,  in  which  house  James  ffearfill  glover  now 
dwelleth. 

“  It.’  I  give  unto  my  daught’r.  Erne  Adler,  &  to  her  eldest  childe  after  her,  that  my  house  or  tenement 
situated  in  the  parish  of  the  Holly  Trinitee,  whearin  the  widdowe  ffroste  now  dwelleth,  with  the  yardc  or 
backsyde  thereunto  belonging  after  the  death  of  my  wyfe,  h-r  mother,  and  not  before.  Item:  I  give  unto 
her  fourtie  pounds  of  good  &  law'ful  mony,  to  be  paid  unto  her  by  myn  executors  within  two  months  after 
the  day  of  my  death. 

“  Ite,  1  give  unto  my  duyhter,  Grace  Talcoat,  &  to  her  eldest  childe,  after  her,  that  my  house  or  teneme’t 

in  the  parish  of  the  Holly  Trinitee  wherein - Grouse  now  dwelleth  neer  unto  Sheergate,  togeath-r 

with  the  garden  or  backsyde  therunto  belonging  after  the  death  of  my  wife,  her  mother,  and  not  before. 
It’  I  give  unto  her  fiftie  pounds,  of  good  and  lawfull  mony,  to  be  paid  unto  her  by  myn  executors  within 
six  months  after  the  day  of  my  death. 

“  Ite.’  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  daughter,  Joane  Talcoat,  foure  skore  pounds,  of  good  and  lawfull 
mony,  to  be  paid  by  myn  executors  w’thin  six  months  after  the  day  of  my  death. 

“  Ite.’  I  give  unto  my  grandchildren  John  &  Mary  Bernard,  five  pounds  a  peec’  to  be  paied  unto  them  at 
the  age  of  twentie  years,  &  the  same  in  the  meane  time  to  be  reseived  for  them  in  ye  hands  of  myn  execu¬ 
tors. 

“  Ite.  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  grandchilde  John  Talcoat,  the  son  of  my  son,  John  Talcoat,  late  of 
Braintree,  the  sum  of  fourtie  pounds,  of  good  and  lawfull  mony;  to  be  paid  unto  himself  by  myn  executors 
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'Hoo  d^ue  dfrw  A^nnsm  ddU2  nt  no<7qimrh'§nibnBft  tnusd  A  eoctiod  mH  lislo  oela  ss  .zbnuois  'A  bnfil  sd)  Us 
dfiw  Tjdfo  yns  lo  ,^^^B^fnH  eemoifrT  i'2  ^rmol  ni  vnu  adf  Wod  ob  bns  »vnd  ,lbt  ym  ,1  ts  cnoiftb 
10  ,«92S9l  »ajdf lo  rmof  »dJ  gniiiib  is»y  s  t  XXXX  .idfom  <id  ,tAyw  ym  ofno  ysq  ylub  Usd*  »d  fsdJ  'oifibnoo 
1X90  d39y!  HdIKw  bbft  9«iod  swsO  \o  fisq  fsdf  rnid  oinu  svlg  1  .’ll  .bwtbsqt  mdbd  si  ss  .iiitiufsn  aiUI  lad 
lo  *0iJcqiJ990  A  310091  9dl  ni  li9e:i9lop  A  9kjq  dirw  bobirH)  '#00  si  1i  as  .I'daloD  nl  9)|biid  dnon  aril  oinu 

aanimbisa  id  br^olqmi  mid  yd  A  — sra  rfsiiub — 

aauod  swoQ  lo  939iq  to  nsq  radio  iiufi  isosUT  ssmodT  not  ym  omo  ibiriopad  bns  ovij  I  .msil  *• 
91001  li  9d  ,si9d&  €  foods  gniniaimrj  bnsi  yrn  omii  nrm  jtfii’d  .pbcHnswon  miidsT  ^dKimsdw-bbn 
'ladi  bsbliod  svnd  1  ibidw  imimrwl  10  asusd  adi  ibhor  I'dlmsoT  .baaobni  won  dilyl  ods  it  e6.,9Sisl  10 

.V  .oqqo 

isdl  ^ifogad  yllul'ivi.l  ,ybf<J  siillo  wyad  siri  ol  A  iJscolsT  u*®*  ym  oinu  rtisaojiad  bns  aivij  I  :lt*’ 
ilnancNiai  A  aarwod  9Sod]  ftiiw  ladisagoT  .rftnsq  ^rr-ilyT  .12  ni  .fh/Aib  won  I  nbr^d#  jnanonal  10  inkjoH  ym 
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Usds  4i9iio89d  yilulwsi  amad  .mtd  uAa  n*r<9il  dd  boii  joodsT  nsdoil  not  ym  lo  aoivil  nartl  nos  1s»^ 
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j'amanaJ  -10  9eood  ym  isdl  .lad  nAt  .afclTib  js*bbrari  01  A  < isoolsT  aonD  ,i9ldyt}b  ym  oimi  wif  I  ** 
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niifiiw  sioiioaxs  nym  yd  lad  oino  Uoq  ad  ol  ^ynom  Holwst  bns  boo^  lo  .d>mioq  aWft  lad  oimi  s>ri|  1  'll 

.diuab  ym  lo  ysb  adi  laAs  edmom  sis 

llulwsi  bns  boot  lo  .iUifivj  >ioiB  atuol  .JsinlsT  vu»>\,  .laJdfusb  ym  ojmi  disaupad  bns  aai*  I  '.adi  ** 
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IS  n»dU  olno  baisq  ad  oj  'asoq  s  ibouoq  avfi  .bismstfl  yisM  A  R9ibiid;Asisii|  ym  ot no  av^  I  '.aJl  ** 

«oaaxa  nym  lo  sbnsd  ty  ni  madJ  aol  bavhsai  ad  oJ  aoiil  ansam  mU  ni  amss  arfl  A  tSisay  aiinaw)  lo  8§s  sdl 

.not 

lo  aisl  .isoalsT  ndo\,  .not  ym  lo  nos  sdi  .isoatsT  ndot  ablldUmsn  ym  olno  disaupad  bns  tvlj  1  ,»tl  ** 
rtonoaxa  nym  yd  llasrrdd  oinu  bisq  ad  01 :  ynom  llulwsi  bns  boog  lo  ^bnuoq  alliuol  lo  mot  adi  .aaiinlsiS 
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at  the  age  of  one  &  twenty  years  (if  he  lyve  so  long).  &  the  said  fourtie  pounds  in  the  meantime  to  be 

reseived  for  hun  in  the  hands  of  myn  executors.  •  i  r 

“Ite’  I  give  unto  my  grandchilde,  An’-Bernarde,  that  house  tenement  situated  m  the  parish  of  St. 

Gyles  adioning  next  unto  Dobells  wall,  wherein -now  dwelleth,  after  the  decease  of  my  wyfe,  Marie 
xLoat  &  not  before,  the  same  to  enter  uppo^’  &  possess,  as  her  owne  at  the  age  of  eighteen  >cars,  &  the 
rent  of  the  same  in  the  meantime  to  be  reserved  for  her  in  the  handes  of  myn  executors. 

«<  Ite  ’  My  will  and  bcqueast  is  that  the  third  of  all  my  goods  movables  (money  excepted)  being  deducted 
to  the  use  ofmy  wyfe,  all  my  debts  legacies  paide,  the  remainder  of  all  my  saide  goods  shall  be  equally 

and  indifferently  shared  &  devyded  between  my  two  executors. 

“Lastly,  I  appoint  and  ordaine  my  two  sons,  Robert  &  Thomas  Talcoat,  executors  of  this^  my  ^M1  & 
Testament.  In  witness  whearof  1  have  heatunto  sett  my  hand  &  seale  the  xxin'  of  ' 

1606: 

Witness:  X  Bassell,  his  marke 

John  Hall,  Tho.  Tendring. 

1606  Nov.  10.  P  12  Do:  Probated  “Coram  M™  Robto  Whettell,  artia  M"  Comiss  &  Dcccm  die  h'oiH^mbis, 
1 606,  jiira“  Executor  &  CesgJ^  &c  Salvo  8.  AC  Veley,  Deputy  Registrar. 

1625  Tune  9.  P  12  Do:  Marie  Pullen  Talcott,  second  wife,  makes  will,  here  recorded  in  Talcott  Pedigree 
She  died  in  Colchester  about  June  19,  1625.  She  makes  bequests  to  sons  Thomas  Talcoat,  John  Talcoat 
and  Thomas  Adler,  and  to  daughters  Marie,  Erne  and  Joan.  Son  Thomas  Talcott  was  executor. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 


5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 


CHILDREN 

(first  3  by  first  wife;  last  6  by  second  wife;  all  born  probably  in  Colchester,  Essex) 
m.  Anne  Skinner  (see  Mow) 


JOHN  b. 

nnrtFRT  b  - :  m.  Ioanna  Drane;  he  d.  1641  shed.  r  o  jr 

He  was  an  alderman  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Colchester.  She  was  daughter  of  John  Drane  of  Bradford. 

Suffolk. 

DAUGHTER  b. - ;  m. - Barnard  ,  .  11 

They  had  children  John,  Mary  and  Ann,  all  mentioned  in  grandfather  Talcott  s  will. 

REV  THOMAS  b. - ;  m.  Margaret  Biggs;  he  d.  1640  or ’41  shed.  ^  1 

He  was  rector  of  the  churches  of  St.  Mary  and  Mile  End  in  Colchester  and  was  chaplain  to  the  Earl  Marshall. 
In  1625  he  was  executor  of  his  mother’s  estate.  Margaret  was  daughter  of  Jeremy  Biggs  of  Suffolk. 

GRACE  b. - ;  m.  aft.  1606,  John  Death;  she  d.  bef.  1625  he  d. 

JOANNA  b. - ;  m.  aft.  1606, - Knewstuble 

MARIE  b. - m.  bef.  1606, - Marshall 

EME  b. - ;  m.  bef.  1606,  Thomas  Adler 

The  five  daughters  above  married  and  lived  in  or  near  Colchester. 

jqHN  b. _ .  He  became  a  merchant  in  Madrid,  Spain.  Was  living  there  in  1625,  when  his  mother  died. 


6  ch 


5  ch 


JOHN  TALCOTT  P- - 

ANNE  SKINNER 

^  _  d.  1604 

d.  - 

1604,  Sep.  30.  Her  husband,  in  his  will,  gives 
the  dwelling  and  another  tenement  to  “Anne  my 
wife,”  and  he  asks  that  she  put  up  a  bond  of  £300 
as  executrix  of  the  estate.  “And  in  case  she  shall 


1558.  P  7  Do:  John  Talcott  was  born  in  Col¬ 
chester,  Essex  (probably),  previous  to  this  year. 
As  shown  by  his  will  he  was  a  pew  terer  of  Braintree, 
Essex,  which  was  14  miles  from  Colchester.  The 
Renaissance,  which  culminated  in  his  lifetime, 
had  a  quickening  influence  upon  the  European 
mind,  though  it  sought  to  revive  a  pagan  culture, 
and  prepared  the  way  for  the  Reformation,  which 
was  an  intellectual  as  well  as  spiritual  and  moral 
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fortune  to  marrie  againe”  then  she  should  put  up 
a  bond  of  £400  to  her  father  William  Skinner  and 
brother  Robt.  Talcott  to  “trulie  p’forme  all  the 
legacies.” 

1605,  p  36  Goodwin  Gen:  Widow  Anne  takes 
for  second  husband  Moses  Wall,  clothier,  of  Braiiv 
tree.  He  died  in  the  fall  of  1623,  leaving  her  again 
a  widow. 

1623,  Sept.  16.  Do:  Moses  Wall  of  Braintree, 
Eng.,  makes  will  which  was  proved  the  following 
January,  in  which  he  mentions  his  wife  Anne  and 
gives,  “unto  John  Talkott,  my  son-in-law,  and  to 
Rachael  Taylcott  and  to  Sara  Taylcott,  my 
daughters-in-law,  five  pounds  apiece.” 

1636/7,  Jan’y.  Vol.  I,  p  240 G  &  M:  Ann  Wall, 
widow,  of  Felsted,  England,  makes  will,  in  sub¬ 
stance  as  follows:  “  1  give  to  my  son  John  Talcott 
£16.  To  my  daughter  Sarah,  wife  of  William 
Wadsworth  £14.  To  my  daughter  Rachel,  wife  of 
John  Steele  £14.  If  any  of  my  said  children  die 
before  receiving  their  legacies,  they  shall  be  paid 
to  their  children. 

“To  John  and  Mary  children  of  my  said  son 
Talcot,  40s  apiece.  To  such  children  of  my  said 
daughter  Sarah  as  were  born  at  Braintree  and  are 
now  living,  40s  apiece:  To  Samuel,  Daniel  and 
Rachel,  children  of  my  daughter  Steele,  40s 
apiece. 

“To  each  of  my  said  children  a  silver  bowl.  To 
my  daughter  Lydia,  wife  of  Martin  Holbrock, 
clerk,  £5  already  delivered  by  me  to  my  son  Hol¬ 
brook,  and  £20  to  the  said  Martin,  20  nobles  to 
buy  him  books. 

“To  my  daughter  Mary,  w’ife  of  Robert  Aylctt 
of  Braintree,  clothier,  my  messuage  in  Braintree 
in  the  occupation  of  Samuel  Smyth,  with  re¬ 
mainder  at  her  decease  to  her  eldest  son  Thomas 
Aylett,  charged  with  the  payments  of  £10  to 
John  Steele,  son  of  my  daughter  Rachel.  To  the 
said  Thomas  Aylett,  and  John  and  Mary  Aylett, 
or  other  children  of  my  said  daughter,  5  marks 
apiece  at  21.  To  the  said  Robert  Aylett,  20  nobles. 

“To  William  Goodwyn,  late  clothier,  20s.  To 
John  Clarke,  late  weaver,  20s.  To  Sarah  Bowles, 
my  late  servant,  20s.  To  Edward  Stebbig,  10s. 
To  Mr.  Wharton,  20s,  To  Mr.  Bedle,  20s.  To  Mr. 
Daniel  Rogers,  £3;  to  his  daughter  Sarah  Rogers, 
20s.  To  my  sister  Gill,  40s.  To  John,  son  of  my 


protest  against  corrupting  superstitions.  At  this 
time  only  seven  metals  were  known  against  fifty- 
one,  four  centuries  later. 

1604,  Sep.  30.  P  14  Do:  As  copied  in  1849  from 
the  Register  of  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canter¬ 
bury:  “  In  the  name  of  God,  Amen.  Atuw  Domini 
1604,  Annoq  domin  nostri  Jacobi  dci  gra  Anglic 
Franc  ct  Hibine  Rege  fidei  dejensor  &  C.  secundo  et 
Scotic  triccssimo  septimo.  I,  John  Tailecot,  of 
Braintree,  in  the  countie  of  Essex,  England,  being 
at  the  time  sick  in  bodie  but  of  good,  sounde  and 
perfect  memorie,  sence  and  minde  I  thanck  and 
praise  Almightie  God  for  it,  well  weighing  the  in- 
certainc  and  fraile  estate  of  this  mortall  and  mis¬ 
erable  life,  doe  hereby  and  herein  ordeyne  and 
make  my  pute  testament  and  last  will  in  manner 
and  form  following,  that  is  to  say: 

“  Imprimis.  I  doe  commend  and  comit  my  Soule 
into  the  handes  and  tuiton  of  th’  almightie  god, 
my  creator  and  redemer,  and  my  bodie  to  be 
buried  in  Xtian  buriall  where  it  shall  please  al¬ 
mightie  god  to  take  my  life  from  me,  by  and  at  the 
discrecon  of  my  Executrix  hereafter  named. 

“  Itm.  I  doe  give  unto  the  poore  people  of  the 
Parish  of  Brainetrye  twentie  shillings  of  lawfull 
money  of  England,  to  be  paide  to  and  amongst 
them  withine  one  moneth  nexte  after  my  decease 
by  my  Executrix  hereafter  named. 

“Item.  I  will  devise  and  bequeath  all  that  my 
messuage  or  tenement  wherein  I  nowe  dwell,  with 
yards,  gardens  and  appurtenn’es  to  the  same  be¬ 
longing  as  they  nowe  are  in  my  occupacon  set  and 
being  in  Branetry  aforesaide  unto  Anne,  my  wife, 
for  and  during  the  whole  term  of  her  natural  life, 
and  from  and  after  the  decease  of  the  said  Anne, 
my  said  wief,  I  will,  devise  and  bequeath  all  that 
my  aforemenc’oned  messuage  or  tenement  with 
the  yardes  and  gardens  and  other  appurten’nce 
there  unto  belonginge  as  they  now  are  in  my 
tenure  or  occupac’on  unto  John  Tailcot,  my  sonne, 
and  to  his  heires  of  his  bodie,  lawfullie  to  be  be¬ 
gotten,  forever,  and  for  want  of  such  issue  to 
remaine  to  the  righte  and  next  heire  of  me,  the 
saide  John  Tailcot  first  named  for  ever.  Item.  I 
will  and  devise  all  that  my  tenement  with  the 
yardes  and  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging 
in  Braintrie  aforsaide,  as  the  same  are  now  in  the 
nature  or  ocupac’on  of  one  Barnabe  Battell, 
Taylor,  or  of  his  assignes  unto  my  saide  wief  and 
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brother  John  Skynner,  10s.  To  John,  son  of  my 
brother  Richard  Skynner,  10s.  To  Hannah  Hou- 
chin,  if  she  be  servant  at  my  death,  40s.  To  Na- 
thaniel  Hayes,  20s;  and  20s  apiece  to  John  Mar- 
vill’s  wife  and  to  John  Maldon  and  his  wife. 

“To  the  poor  of  Braintree,  40s.  To  the  poor  of 
Falstead,  30s.  I  make  my  son  Moses  Wall,  clerk, 
my  sole  executor,  to  whom  1  give  £100;  my  double 
silver  salt,  etc.” 

1637,  May  25.  Do:  Will  is  probated.  She 
reached  an  age,  we  should  judge,  of  between  70 
and  80. 


to  her  assignes  for  and  during  the  full  terme  of 
twentie  yeares,  from  the  daie  of  my  death,  and 
from  thence  nexte  to  come  and  fully  then  to  end 
and  from  upon  and  after  the  determinacon  of  the 
same  terme  of  twentie  yeares,  I  doe  devise,  give 
and  bequeath  all  my  saide  tenements  with  the 
saide  yards,  gardens  and  appurtenn’es  to  the 
saide  tenement  belonging  as  they  nowe  are  in  the 
tenure  or  occupa’con  of  the  saide  Barnabe  Bottell 
or  of  his  assigns  unto  Rachell  Tailcot,  my  daugh- 
ter,  and  to  the  heires  of  her  bodie,  lawfully  to  be 
begotten,  forever.  And  for  wante  of  such  issue  to 
and  amongst  all  the  residue  of  my  daughters  that 

- - - — - -  shall  happen  to  survive  the  saide  Rachell  and  to 

their  heires  of  their  bodies,  lawfully  to  be  begotten,  for-ever.  And  for  wante  of  such  yssue  to  John  Tayh 
cot,  my  sonne,  and  to  his  heires  of  his  bodie  forever.  And  for  want  of  such  issue  to  revert  to  the  right 
next  heires  of  me,  the  saide  John  Tailcot,  for  ever. 

“Item.  I  doe  give  unto  John  Taylcot,  my  sonne,  and  to  Anne  Tailcot,  Marie  Tailcot,  Grace  Tailecot 
and  Sarah  Tailcot,  my  daughters,  to  every  of  them  fortie  poundes  apeece  of  lawfull  money  of  England,  to  be 
paid  to  them  seaverally  at  their  seaverall  accomplishments  of  their  seaverall  ages  of  one  and  twentie  years, 
if  they  shall  soe  longe  fortune  to  live,  and  in  case  any  of  them  should  fortune  to  die  before  the  receipt  of 
their  saide  legacie  of  fortie  poundes,  that  then  I  will  devise  and  bequeath  the  pore  on  of  him,  her  or  them 
soe  dyeinge,  of  fortie  poundes  to  and  amongest  all  the  residue  of  my  daughters  whatsoever  which  shall  for¬ 
tune  to  survive,  to  be  paide  and  apporc’oned  and  devided  amongst  them  at  their  sevcrall  ages  of  one  and 
twentie  years. 

“Item.  I  doe  give  unto  John  Tailcot,  my  saide  sonne,  my  best  bedstcdle  standing  in  my  parlor,  next 
my  hall,  with  my  best  feather  bed,  lienge  uppon  the  same,  my  best  rug  and  my  best  flock  bed,  my  best 
vallaunce  and  hangings  to  the  same,  my  best  coverlet,  my  best  feather  boulster,  my  best  flock  boulster,  a 
paire  of  my  best  blankets,  a  pair  of  my  sheets,  two  of  my  qiest  pillowes,  with  pillowe  beers  to  the  same,  my 
booke  of  Martirs  and  my  booke  intituted  by  the  name  of  Mr.  Roger’s  booke,  to  be  delivered  unto  him  by 
the  executors,  administrators  or  assigns  of  Anne,  my  saide  wife,  within  one  monthe  next  after  her  decease, 
and  she  during  her  life  to  have  the  necessary  using  thereof  without  altering  the  propertie  other  than  is 


hereby  intended. 

“  Item.  I  doe  in  like  manner  give  and  bequeath  my  ioyned  table  with  the  frame  and  bench  hordes,  and 
six  ioyned  stoolcs  in  the  saide  parlor,  and  all  the  wainscot,  seelinges,  settles,  glasses  and  windowes  and 
hangings  now  fixed,  used  or  imployed  as  propertie  belonging  to  the  house,  and  the  Great  chest  in  the  saide 
parlor  unto  John,  my  saide  sonne,  to  be  delivered  to  him  by  the  executors,  administrators  or  assigns  of  the 
saide  Anne,  my  saide  wife,  within  one  moneth  nexte  after  the  decease  of  the  saide  Anne,  my  saide  wief, 
and  she  to  have  the  necessary  use  of  them  during  her  life,  nott  altering  the  propertie  of  them  or  anie  of  them. 

“  Item.  I  doe  give  unto  every  of  my  children  one  brasse  pot  apeece  of  the  waight  of  sixtene  poundes  two 
Kettles  apeece,  th’  one  of  every  of  them  to  conteine  in  measure  twelve  gallons,  twelve  pewter  dishes  apeece, 
of  thre  seaverall  sortible  sizes,  conteyning  every  twelve  dishes,  five  and  twentie  pound  waight  or  above,  to 
be  delivered  unto  them  seaverallye  at  their  seaverall  ages  of  XXI'*'  yeares  or  to  soe  manie  of  them  as  shall 
live  to  attaine  to  that  age,  by  my  executrix  hereinafter  named. 

“Item:  I  doe  give  unto  Anne  Tailcot,  my  daughter,  all  that  my  standing  bedstedle  standing  in  my 
chamber  in  my  hall,  furnished  as  it  now  standeth,  that  is  to  saie,  having  a  featherbed,  a  flock  bed,  a  feather 
bolster,  a  paire  of  blanckets,  a  coverlet,  two  pillowes,  two  pillowe  beeres  and  a  pare  of  sheetes  now  used 
uppon  the  same,  to  be  delivered  unto  the  saide  Anne  Tailcot,  my  saide  daughter,  at  such  time  as  she,  the 
saide  Anne,  shall  accomplish  the  full  age  of  XX!"-  yeres,  by  my  executrix  hereafter  named. 
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ym  .armu  adl  oi  «naad  awolt^l  diixf  .owtd&q  isaip  ytn  lo  owl  .fiaade  ytn  lo  liiq  » .siaJnftid  isad  ym  lo  aniaq 
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.baboalnl  ydaiad 

bns  .sabiod  rbnad  boa  ameil  adl  dliw  aids!  banyoi  ym  diaaupad  bnaavig  lannsni  adil  ni  aob  I  .malP' 
bna  sawobniw  bns  zassslg  ^[iiac  .aagnitaas  .Joasnu*'*'  aril  lls  bns  ,iotuiq  abiss  adl  ni  etods  banyoi  xia 
abios  adl  ni  leada  Isaid  aril  bns  .amjod  adl  ol  gnignoiad  aimqoaq  <s  boyolqmt  10  basu  ,baxd  woo  egnigosd 
adl  lo  »:gitt6 10  nolsileinimbs  ,nalu.»ar>  adi  yd  rniit  01  baaavilab  ad  01  .aetnos  abist  ym  «ndoi.  olnu  loliaq 
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01  .avoda  10  iHgiaw  bnuoq  alinawi  bns  avd  ,mdeib  w/ftwi  yiawa  imnyatntu  .cads  aldtnoa  ttsiavsaa  atdi  lo 
llsds  es  madl  lo  aiiutn  aos  ol  10  eaisay  ^IXX  lo  sags  ibnavaas  andf  ts  ayilavrysas  madl  olnu  baiavibb  ad 

Jnmsn  xhfuaoaa  ym  yd  .aga  Jadl  oJ  anislls  ol  avU 

ym  ni  gnibnalt  albaisbad  gnibnslt  ym  ladJ  Ns  .vatdgusb  ym  .ItxilisT  annA  olnu  avig  aob  t  :rn»fl** 
ladiaal  s  .bad  tlaoD  s  J^Mhadisai)  s  gnivad  .atsaoi  ei  .dh^ol^i  won  li  as  boddmul  diad  ym  nt  ladmaib 
basil  won  salTjds  lo  auq  a  bna  snaad  awoMiq  owi  .eawoliiq  owl  ^rahavoo  a  ^ladansid  lo  aiiaq  a , raided  \ 
adl  ,adt  sa  amii  daus  la  .laidguab  abias  ym  .loattoT  annA  abtaa  adl  omu  baiavibb  ad  01  .arnao  adl  noq^ 
‘.baman  lallaaiad  xiumna  ym  yd  A^nay  lo  ago  Ihd  adl  dsliqmaaoo  (lads  .annA  ablm 
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“  Item.  I  doe  give  and  bequeath  unto  Marie  Tailcot,  my  daughter,  my  standing  bedsteddlc  standing 
in  my  bedchamber  over  my  kitchen,  where  I  now  dwell,  and  the  bedding  and  furniture  as  it  now  standeth, 
having  a  feather  bed  and  other  appurtenn’es  and  alsoe  a  paireof  sheetes  and  a  pillowe  here  to  be  delivered 
unto  her  at  the  aecomplishmente  of  her  age  of  XX!'*"  yeres  by  my  executrix  hereafter  named. 

“Item.  J  doe  give  unto  Grace  Tailcot,  my  daughter,  one  bedsteddle  with  a  flock  bed  and  all  things 
thereunto  appertayning  to  be  delivered  to  her  at  her  age  of  XXI'*'  yeres,  by  my  executrix  or  her  assigns. 
Item.  I  doc  give  unto  my  daughter  my  chest  standing  in  my  hall  chamber,  to  be  delivered  unto  her  at  the 
age  of  XXI'**  yeres. 

“  Item.  I  doe  give  unto  Elizabcthe  Ingram,  my  mayde  servant,  X  s  of  lawfull  money  of  England.  Item. 

I  doe  give  unto  William  Mullings  and  Thomas  Clarke,  to  either  of  them  XX  s  of  lawfull  money  of  England 
upon  this  condic’on  that  either  of  them  doe  serve  their  app’nteshodes  with  my  wief  after  my  decease, 
and  to  bepaide  to  him  or  either  of  them  at  the  determyna’con  of  their  appn’tishode  and  not  otherwise, 
than  uppon  their  seaverall  servinge  of  their  appn’tishodes  with  my  wife. 

“Item.  1  doe  give  unto  every  of  my  children  three  of  my  silver  spooncs,  to  be  delivered  unto  them 
seaverallie  as  they  shall  come  to  and  accomplish  their  seaverall  ages  XX 1'*’  yeres  if  they  shall  so  long  live. 
All  the  residue  of  my  goodcs,  chatties,  cattell,  money,  plate,  debts,  household  stuf,  implem"'  of  household 
moveables  and  immoveables  whatsoever  nott  being  hereinbefore  bequeathed,  my  debts  being  paide,  my 
Funcrall  expencs  disbursed  and  these  my  legacies  herein  given  and  bequeathed  being  paide  and  p’formed, 

I  whollic  give  and  bequeath  them  unto  Anne,  my  wife,  and  doe  make  her  sole  Executrix  of  this  my  last 
Will  and  Testament,  and  1  will  that  my  wief  uppon  the  probate  of  this  will  she,  my  saide  wife,  doc  enter 
her  owne  bonde  in  the  somme  of  thre  hundred  poundes  to  my  Father  in  law,  William  Skinner,  and  Rob’t 
Tailcot,  for  the  p’formance  of  all  and  every  my  legacies  herein  given  by  her  to  be  performed  according  to 
the  true  meaning  hereof.  And  that  in  case  she  shall  fortune  to  marrie  againc,  that  before  her  such  marriage, 
shall  enter  into  sufficient  bonde  in  fower  hundred  poundes,  with  one  sufficient  suretie  that  my  saide 
FatherdivLaw'e,  William  Skinner,  and  Roberte  Tailcot,  my  brother,  shall  like  of,  to  the  same  William 
Skinner  and  Roberte  Tailcot  trulie  to  p’forme  all  the  legacies  which  on  her  parte  arc  to  be  paide  according 
to  the  true  meaning  of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament. 

Witness:  Marke  Mott  John  Tailcot 

Eras.mus  Sparhaw'ke,  James  Sparmawke 

1604/5,  Jan’y  25.  Do:  “  Probaium  Juit  suprascriptu  testum  apud  London  coram  ventis  viro  domino  Joh' 
anne  Bennct  milite  ct  legum  d’eore  Surrogate  ctiom  vivi  domini  Johannis  Gibson  mditc  legumq  d’coris  Cane 
Prerogative,  C.vd.  Magri  ciistodis  Sine  Comissary  It’ime  constituti  vicessimo  quarto  die  meuss  January 
Anno  Domini  uexta  carsum  et  computa’conem  ecc'lie  Anglicane  Millimo  Sexcentessimo  quarto  Juram^  Moysi 
Wall,  mariti  Anne  rel'ce  dicti  defuncti  et  Executrix  in  huroi  tes’to  noi'ate  cui  commissh  Juit.  .  .  .  AdminiS' 
traco  honor  iurin  et  creditor  einsdem  dejuncti.  De  bene  et fideler  administrado  eadem  ad  Saneta  Dei  Evangelice 

Chas.  Dynchy,  J’hn  Igguldem,  W.  F.  Gosthug 

Deputy  Registers” 


CHILDREN 

(all  minors  in  father’s  will  of  1604) 

1.  JOHN  b. - ;  m.  Dorothy  Mott  he  d.  Mch.,  1660  she  d.  a  Feb’y,  1669,  70 

They  came  in  Lion  with  Hooker.  He  was  deputy  in  Cambridge  and  Hartford.  Was  treasurer  of  Conn.  Col¬ 
ony  1654-60.  His  inv’y,  £1,708-04-04  -  “His  Worshipfull  John  Talcott.”  Her  inv’y,  £275-05-06. 

2.  RACHAEL  b. - ;  m.  Oct.  10,  1622,  John  Steele  (see  below) 

3.  ANNE  b. - ;  m. - . 

4.  MARY  b. - :  m.  Robert  Aylett  ^  ■„ 

He  was  a  clothier  in  Braintree,  Essex.  They  had  tjb  children  in  1636/7  when  mother  Anne  Wall  made  will 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


5. 

6. 


GRACE  b. - ;  She  was  unmarried  in  1623. 

SARAH  b. - ;  m.  William  Wadsworili;  she  d. 

Their  marriage  is  referred  to  in  the  will  of  Sarah  s 
Rev.  Samuel  Stone,  and  by  her  had  6  children. 


he  d.  1675 

mother  Anne  Wall.  Ho  m  (2)  1644,  Elizabeth  Stone,  dau.  of 
They  lived  in  Hartford,  Ct. 


4  ch. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

John  Steele  b. - m.  Rachael  Talcott,  b. - 

Lt.  Samuel  Steele  b.  1626  7  m.  Mary  Boosey  b.  1635 

John  Thompson  b.  1649  m.  Mary  Steele  b.  1652 

Dea.  Thomas  Hart  b.  16S0  m.  Mary  Thompson  b.  1681 

Dea.  Elijah  Hart  b.  1711  m.  Abigail  Goodrich  b.  1714 

Capt.  Jonathan  Eno  b.  1733  9  m.  Mary  Hart  b.  1744 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  L85 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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THE  THAYER  FAMILY 


THOMAS  THAYER  b.  Aug.  16,  1596 

MARGERIE  WHEELER  m.  Sept.  13,  1618 

b.  -  d.  June  2,  1665 

d.  Feb’y  11,  1672  3  3^69 

1629,  Mch.  30.  Vol.  LX,  p  290  N  E  H  &  G: 
Jane  Wheeler,  mother  of  Margery,  makes  her  will 
today  at  her  home  in  Thornbury,  England.  She 
gives  to  daughters  Elizabeth  Ogborn  and  her  only 
sister  Margery  Tayer,  all  wearing  apparel. 


1596,  Aug.  16.  Vol.  LX,  p  281  N  E  H  &  G: 
Here  is  a  fine  research  record  in  England  of  the 
Thayer  Family.  It  shows  a  large  number  of 
Thayers  in  their  native  habitat  at  Thornbury, 
Gloucester  County.  Thomas  Thayer  is  here 
shown  to  have  been  born  this  date.  The  reputed 
arms  of  this  family  are  shown  in  .Matthews’ 
“American  Armory  &  Blue  Book.”  The  Thayer 
Genealogy  (1874)  is  a  notable  work  on  the  Amer¬ 
ican  branch. 


1664,  June  24.  “Imprimis,”  says  her  husband 
in  his  will,  “  1  give  unto  my  wife  Margerie  that 
now  is  all  my  Lands,  goods  &  estate  whatsoever” 
during  her  life,  after  which  son  Thomas  is  to  have 
it.  “And  1  doe  appoint  my  wife  Margery  &  sonne 
ffardenando  to  be  my  executors.” 

1672/3,  Feb’y  11.  Vol.  I,  p  25  B  M  D:  “Mar¬ 
gery  Thayre  dyed  the  12,  mo.  1 1'*'.  1672.”  This  is 
the  record  at  Braintree,  Mass.  She  was  probably 
close  to  seventy  five  years  old,  and  she  outlived 
her  husband  by  nearly  eight  years. 


1618,  Sept.  13.  P  287  Do:  Thomas  Thayer  was 
twenty  two  years  old  when  he  took  Margerie 
Wheeler  for  his  bride.  The  record  is  in  the  Parish 
Church  at  Thornbury. 

1629,  Mch.  30.  P  290  Do:  In  the  will  of  his 
mother-in-law,  Jane  Wheeler  of  Thornbury, 
“Thomas  Tayer,  son  of  Thomas  Tayer,  her 
cozen”  is  left  all  residue  of  goods  and  he  is  made 
sole  executor.  Thomas  is  now  thirty  three. 

1636.  P  185  Thayer  Gen  (1874):  A  descendant 
here  claims  that  Thomas  Thayer  of  Braintree  was 
made  freeman  of  Massachusetts  Ray  Colony  this  year,  but  1  cannot  find  it  confirmed  in  the  records. 
If  true  this  w-ould  be  our  first  record  of  him  in  America.  “Thom:  Tayer”  was  made  free  on  May  16,  1647 
but  this  was  probably  son  Thomas.  Contemporary  history  states  that  it  was  on  July  4,  1636  that  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I.  was  founded  by  Roger  Williams,  after  he  had  been  banished  from  Salem  for  his  radical,  con¬ 
troversial  opposition  to  the  Massachusetts  brand  of  theology.  He  was  a  far-seeing  prophet  in  standing 
unflinchingly  for  complete  separation  of  Church  and  State.  Here  at  Providence  he  was  immersed  by  a 
layman  and  then  he  in  turn  baptized  him  and  ten  others,  thus  founding  the  1st  Baptist  Church  in  America. 
Later,  however,  he  withdrew  from  the  Church  and  dismissed  it! 


1639  40,  Feb’y  24.  Vol.  2,  p  50  Boston  Ser:  “Att  this  meeting  (of  the  Court)  there  was  granted  the 
like  to  Thomas  Tayer,  of  the  same,  (Monaticott,  at  Mount  Woollystone,)  for  9  heads,  and  40  Aers  more, 
there  being  in  all  76  Aers,  upon  the  same  Covenant  of  3s  p  Acre.”  Monaticott  was  the  early  name  for 
Braintree.”  The  “9  heads”  consisted  of  himself  and  wife,  three  sons  and  probably  two  daughters  born 
soon  after  arrival  in  this  country,  and  possibly  two  servants.  This  family  and  the  family  of  his  brother 
Richard  sailed  from  Bristol,  England,  though  Richard,  per  deposition  of  his  son  Richard,  did  not  come  till 
1641.  Both  settled  in  Braintree.  They  were  from  Thornbury  in  the  western  part  of  Gloucester  on  the 
river  Severn  (eleven  miles  north  of  Bristol).  Thomas  was  a  shoemaker  as  was  also  his  brother  Richard. 


1640,  May  13.  P  18  T  F  of  M:  The  towm  of  Braintree  was  formally  established  this  date.  It  included 
the  territory  to  the  westward  up  to  Dorchester.  This  book  says:  “On  the  banks  of  the  Monotoquett 
River  in  those  days,  on  the  Braintree  side,  lived  a  shoemaker  named  Thomas  Thayer  whose  second  son 
named  Ferdinando,  after  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  is  a  rare  instance  of  a  child  being  named  such  a  dis- 
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tinctivcly  foreign  name  in  those  days,  and  pretty  conclusive  evidence  that  Thomas  Thayer  had  been  one 
of  Gorges’  settlers.”  This  account  probably  stretches  the  fact  as  to  name  since  at  the  baptism  of  berdi^ 
nando  at  Thornbury,  England,  on  Apl.  IS,  1625  one  of  his  godfather’s  was  Ferdinando  Thayer  -  probably 
an  uncle  who  must  have  antedated  any  work  which  Gorges  did  in  America. 

1664  June  24.  Vol.  I,  p  454  P  Ct,  Boston:  “  I,  Thomas  Taycr  of  Braintree  in  Suffolk  in  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Colony  of  New  England,  shoomaker,  being  in  perfect  health  &  memory  praysed  bee  god  this  24 
Dav  of  lune  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1664  Doe  make  this  my  last  will  o:  Testament  as  followcth:  Imprimis 
I  give  unto  my  wife  Margerie  that  now  is  all  my  Lands  goods  &  estate  whatsoever,”  during  her  life  after 
which  son  Thomas  is  to  have  it  together  with  land  over  Monotogott  River  part  of  which  he  has  already 

in  his  possession.  a  i  j 

”  Item  I  give  unto  fTardinando  Thaire,  my  sonne,”  after  wife  Margery  s  death,  my  House  &  Orchard 

thereunto  belonging  Lying  &  Being  in  Braintree  aforesaid  with  all  the  planting  ground  &  pasture  Lying 
between  the  highway  &  the  River  called  Monotoquott  River.  And  on  the  other  side  of  the  highway  Rom 
the  South  side  of  the  Barne  to  the  end  of  the  Lott.”  Furthen^ore  he  “shall  have  free  Liberty  to  Cutt 
fall  &  carry  away  fire  wood  for  his  &  his  now  wife’s  burning  of. 

“Item  I  give  to  son  Sydrach  Thayre,”  after  wife  Margery’s  death,  “a  parcel  of  land  begining  at  ye 
corner  of  the  barn  up  to  the  end  of  the  Lott.”  Also  20  acres  of  land  next  to  Henry  Neale. 

“Item  I  give  all  my  goods  &  chatties  to  my  Grandchildren  to  bee  equally  divided  among  them. 

“Lastly  If  any  children  shall  bee  Discontented  &  murmers  at  this  my  will  then  they  shall  have  but 
5  shillings  &  their  portion  shall  go  equally  to  the  other  children  &  the  grandchildren. 

“And  I  doe  appoint  my  wife  Margery  &  sonne  ffardinando  to  be  my  executors. 

Thomas  X  Tayer” 

Witnesses:  Sarah  Saville 
Ruth  Bass 

1665,  Sept.  13.  Do:  Sarah  Savill  &  Ruth  Bass  deposed  to  declare  that  they  had  witnessed  the  signing 
of  above  will. 

1665  Tune  7.  Vol.  4,  pp  242-3  P  Ct,  Boston:  “An  Inventorye  of  the  Estate  of  Thomas  Thayer  Sen' 
of  Braintree  Late  Deceased  taken  by  ffrancis  Elliott,  John  (Trench,  Samuel  Thomson  7'*'  June  1665: 


Imprimis  Money  ...•••••••• 

A  Sowe,  4  pigges,  2  Cows,  2  yearlings,  1  calf . 

Sydrach  Indebted  for  a  Barne . 

The  House  &  L^mds  between  the  River  &  the  highway  with  the  orchard  &  (fence 

A  Parcell  of  Land  on  the  other  side  the  River . 

A  twenty  acre  Lott  towards  the  ffreshe  pond  - . 

A  parcel  of  Land  on  the  west  side  of  Monotoquot  River  .  . 

A  page  full  of  household  &  personal  effects,  &c . 


£  6-00-00 
15-  4-00 
6-  0-00 
1-10-00 
70-00-00 
7-00-00 
15-00-00 
34-00-00 
54-14-10 

£209-16-10 


1665  Sent.  13.  P  243  Do:  “At  Boston  (ferdinando  Thayer  deposed  before  the  Majistrates  &  Recorder 
that  ye  two  sides  of  this  sheete  of  paper  conteyned  a  true  Inventorye  of  ye  Estate  of  the  late  Thomas 
Thayer.”  An  “agreement”  is  noted  in  the  Boston  Probate  index,  but  it  is  followed  by  the  words  no 

record.” 

CHILDREN 

(1st  3  born  at  Thornbury,  Eng:  last  two  born  possibly  in  America) 

1.  THOMAS  bp.  Sept.  15,  1622;  m.  abt  1646  Anne - ;  he  d.  Aug.  9,  1692,  *  70  she  d.  Feb'y  7,  1698,  ie  73  8  ch 

He  was  of  Braintree.  Died  there  "aged  neer  seventy.” 

2.  FERDINANDO  bp.  Apl.  18,  1625;  m.  Jan’y  14,  1652/3,  Huldah  Hayward  (see  below) 

3.  SYDRACH  bp.  May  9, 1629;  m  (1)  Jan'y  1.  1654/5,  Mary  Barnett;  he  d.  Oct.  19.  1678  *^9 


she  d.  a  1659 

Th^^Hv"dTt  BTa^in7rfee^^  1661,'Deliverence  Priest  who  d.  Jan’y  17.  1723,  .x  79. 
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4.  SARAH  b. - :  m.  May  6,  1663,  Jonathan  Hayward 

They  were  of  Braintree.  He  held  various  local  offices. 

5.  HANNAH  b. - ;  m.  Oct.  28,  1664,  Samuel  Hayden.  They  resided  in  Braintree. 


FERDINANDO  THAYER  bp.  Apl.  18,  1625 

HULDAH  HAYWARD  m.  Jan’y  14,  1652/3 
b.  a  1636  d.  Mch.  28,  1712 

d.  Sept.  1,  1690, 3C  a  54  ae  87 

1636.  Huldah  Hayward  was  born  near  Boston, 
probably  at  Braintree,  about  one  year,  we  figure, 
after  her  parents  landed  in  America. 

1654,  May  12.  Vol.  I,  p  23  V  R,  Braintree; 
Here  is  the  record  of  the  birth  of  Sarah  the  first 
of  12  children;  “Sarah  Thayer  the  daughter  of 
ffarthencndoe  Thayer  and  Hulda  his  wife  was 
borne  the  (12)  (3)  1654.” 


1625,  Apl.  18.  Vol.  60,  p  285  N  E  H  &  G;  Ferdi- 
nando  Tayer  was  baptised  in  the  Church  at 
Thornbury,  England,  with  Godfathers  Ferdinando 
Thayer  and  William  Thayer  and  Godmother  Mar^ 
garet  King,  accompanying. 

1652  3,  Jan’y  14.  Vol.  I,  p  125  V  R,  Braintree; 
“Ffarthenando  Thayer  and  Hulda  Hayward 
were  married  the  (14)  (11)  1652,  By  Mr.  Tory  of 
Weymouth.”  He  was  27  and  she  just  about  ten 
years  his  junior.  They  were  both  of  the  husky 
type  and  full  ready  when  the  opportunity  offered 
to  face  the  west  in  the  wilds  of  Mendon.  There 
they  became  leaders  in  constructive  town  building. 


1672/3,  Feb’y  11.  On  the  death  of  her  mother- 
in-law,  Margery  Thayer,  this  right  comes  to 
Huldah  Thayer  through  her  father-in-law’s  will; 
“ffardinando  shall  have  free  liberty  to  cutt  fall  & 
carry  away  fire  wood  for  his  &  his  now  wife’s  burn¬ 
ing  of.” 

1690,  Sept.  1.  P  505  B  M  D,  Ptd;  The  death 
of  “Huldah  wife  of  Fardinando”  is  recorded  at 
Mendon,  Mass.,  where  she  had  spent  just  about 
one  half  of  her  days.  She  was  but  54,  her  husband 
outliving  her  by  twenty  three  years.  Yet  she  had 
borne  12  children  and  we  concede  to  her  a  noble 
part  in  the  w'ork  of  building  Mendon  and  then 
restoring  it  after  King  Philip’s  men  had  burned 
it  to  the  ground. 


1662,  July  22.  P  3  Annals  of  Mendon  (1880); 
Dated  at  Dorchester  this  date,  there  was  held  a 
meeting  of  the  subscribers  to  the  new  plantation 
of  Mendon,  13  being  from  Braintree  and  10  from 
Weymouth,  who  petitioned  the  General  Court 
with  preamble  as  follows;  “Wee  whose  names  are 
hereunto  subscribed,  being  the  Committee  Im- 
powered  by  the  General  Courte  to  assist  the  order¬ 
ing  and  setling  the  Plantation  granted  at  Net- 
mocke,  doe  agree  and  declare  as  followeth,  viz;” 
Here  follow  eight  articles  the  last  of  which  requires 
that  all  shall  settle  there  before  the  “7  month 
1663.”  We  have  three  in  the  Company  as  follows; 
Fardinandoe  Teare  [Thayer)  and  John  Woodland 
from  Braintree  and  Goodman  Thompson  from 
Weymouth.  The  “Annals  of  Mendon”  says  there 
were  seven  pioneers  of  Mendon  who  settled  there  before  Sept.,  1663,  the  date  set  in  the  agreement. 
Ferdinando  Thayer  and  John  Woodland  were  two  of  these  seven,  and  before  Mch.  24,  1664  our  John 
Thompson  arrived.  Fardinando  Thayer  established  his  homestead  a  little  south  from  the  present  centre 
of  the  town  on  the  Providence  road.  The  following  record  shows  that  he  held  many  offices  of  honor  and 
trust.  He  was  wealthy  and  gave  a  farm  to  each  son.  Having  thus  provided  for  the  children  during  his 
lifetime  it  probably  explains  the  absence  of  any  will  or  probate. 


One  of  the  first  things  after  the  settlement  was  the  assignment  of  house  lots  to  the  Proprietors.  In 
Vol.  I,  p  6  P  R  there  is  a  list  of  43  names,  including  the  “Ministry  &  School,”  of  the  “first  proprietors  of 
the  former  township  of  Mendon,  and  the  number  of  acres  of  each  man’s  lot,  granted  and  taken  up  by  them, 
which  is  the  foundation  of  all  after  divisions  of  upland,  meadow  6;  swamp  according  the  committee  s 
rules.”  Fardinando  Thayer  is  5th  in  the  list  and  is  credited  with  a  40  acre  house  lot  described  on  page  59 
as  “bounded  Easterly  on  Mudy  brook”  and  having  “A  ten  Rodd  hyway  Crosing  sd  Lott.  ’  Following 
this  is  “The  Dubling  Lott,  of  forty  acres,  teen  Acres  being  on  the  East  side  of  Muddy  brook  att  the  End 
of  his  house  Lott;”  this  lot  being  bought  of  the  town  on  Jan’y  1,  1674.  Next  is  “the  first  devission  of 
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meadow,”  133.^  acres;  then  “the  Second  Devission  of  meadow  being  four  Acres  Lying  upon  the  Weast 
sid  of  Mil!  River.” 

1665  Tune  2.  On  the  deatli  of  his  father  Thomas  Thayer,  Ferdinando  becomes,  with  his  mother,  co- 
executor  of  the  will.  The  parents  lived  in  Braintree,  hence  this  duty  necessitated  no  doubt  some  travel 
back  and  forth  from  Mendon  to  Braintree  and  Boston.  On  Sept.  13,  in  fact,  fferdinando  depose  at 
Boston  to  attest  to  the  “true  inventorye.” 

1667  Tune  7.  P  16  A  ofM:  “The  ffremen  and  the  rest  of  the  Inhabitants  Mett  June  7th  1667  and  then 
did  choose  for  theire  Selectmen  to  order  their  Prudentiall  affairs,”  a  committee  of  six.  This  was  the  first 
town  meeting  at  Mendon  and  two  of  the  six  were  our  Fardinando  Thayre  and  John  Thompson  senior. 
Eighteen  months  later,  Jan’y  28,  1668,  9,  Thayer  was  reelected. 

1667  Tuly  14.  P  19  Do:  At  a  town  meeting  a  division  of  “all  the  meadows  wth  in  theire  lyne”  was 
voted  and  21  citizens  shared  therin,  two  of  them  being  “Ferdinando  Thayer  and  John  Thompson,  ye 

1668/9  Mch.  18.  P  38  Do;  A  committee  of  three  is  appointed  to  meet  with  a  similar  committee  ot 
Dedham  to  “Run  a  lyne  between  them.”  Ferdinando  Thayer  is  chairman  of  the  Mendon  three. 

1669  May  19.  P  40  Do:  Ferdinando  Thayer  is  on  committee  of  a  dozen  or  more  who  petition  the 
General  Court  for  additional  meadow  land  and  also  for  the  delivery  of  the  Indian  title  to  the  town  y 
Mr.  Brackett  of  Boston  and  Ensign  Paine  of  Braintree. 

1669  Dec.  1.  P  46  Do:  Fardinando  Thayer  is  on  committee  of  22  to  draw  up  contract  for  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  Rev.  Joseph  Emerson  of  Concord  as  their  minister.  We  are  also  represented  on  this  committee 
by  John  Thompson,  Senior  and  Junior,  and  by  John  Woodland. 

1670  May  7.  P  48  Do:  Eighteen  citizens  of  Mendon  form  a  committee,  of  whom  Fardinando  Thayer 
is  one,  to  petition  the  General  Court  for  a  three  year  longer  stay  of  County  rates,  because  loss  of  cattle 

and  shortage  of  corn  is  so  great. 

1672/3  Feb’y  11  On  the  death  of  his  mother  at  Braintree,  Fardinando  receives,  per  his  father  s  vdll, 
"my  House  &  Orchard  thereunto  belonging  Lying  &  Being  in  Braintree  aforesaid  with  all  the  planting 
ground  &  pasture  Lying  between  the  highway  cc  the  River  Called  Monotoquott  River.  And  on  the  o  ler 
side  of  the  highway  from  the  South  side  of  the  Barne  to  the  end  of  the  Lott.  Also  he  shall  have  free 
liberty  to  cutt,  fall  &  carry  away  fire  wood  for  his  &L  his  now  wife  s  burning  of. 

1675  Sept.  17.  P  65  Do:  “At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  held  at  Boston,  upon  the  Motion  and  request 
of  Mr  Emerson,  Minister,  and  Ferdinando  Thaire,  husbandman,  messengers  sent  to  the  Councill  from 
the  Towne  of  Mendon,  declaring  their  willingness  in  behalf  of  said  Towne,  that  the  Praying  Indians 
Belonging  to  the  Church  and  Towne  of  Hassanamico  (Grafton)  ....  may  be  adniitted  to  live  an 
sojourn  in  said  Towne  among  the  English  and  build  a  fort  there  neere  or  about  the  house  of  the  said 
Thaire  both  for  the  securitie  of  the  English  and  Indians  in  these  dangerous  times  ...  . 

King  Philip’s  War  was  upon  Mendon  already  and  nothing  came  of  this.  Mendon 
town  in  Massachusetts  Colony  to  be  attacked  and  this  was  on  July  14,  1675.  Froni  here 
records  of  the  town  are  nil  and,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  the  Town  records  give  no  hint  whatever  that 
a  war  had  been  fought.  One  account  says  4  or  5  people  were  killed  in  this  attack.  .Mendon  was  entire  y 
deserted  before  winter  and  then  the  Indians  burned  it  to  the  ground. 

1678  Nov.  11.  Vol.  29,  p  173  Boston  Ser:  “The  names  of  such  persons  in  Brantety  who  have  taken 
thfoath  of  Allegiance.”  Among  the  137  names  signed  hereto  is  that  of  “  Ferdinudo  Thayer.  The  war 
was  now  over,  but  none  of  its  fonner  inhabitants  had  returned  to  Mendon  as  yet. 

1679  '80  Tan’y  3  P  SO  A  of  M;  At  the  first  town  meeting  held  after  the  abandonment  of  the  town  m 
1675,  Ferdinando  Thayer  was  elected  one  of  five  selectmen,  but  at  an  adjourned  meeting  held  on  Janu¬ 
ary  12,  a  new  election  was  held  for  some  reason  and  he  w'as  dropped. 
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aliJca  Vo  «ol  awcaad  .zaiai  yimioD  Vo  yaie  Tagnd  T*»y  aaidl  *  wV  nuoD  IfttauaO  adl  noliiiaq  oi  ,aoo  d 
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1680,  July  14.  P  81  Do:  At  a  town  meeting  Ferdinando  Thayer  and  Samuel  Read  were  chosen  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  "settle  matters  about  the  meeting  house”  and  carry  the  result,  whatever  it  might  be,  to  the 
“Hond.  Committee  the  last  Fryday  of  this  Instant  July.” 

1681/2,  Jan’y  1.  P  87  Do:  Ferdinando  Thayer  and  John  Thompson  Jun’r  were  chosen  Surveyors  of 
Highways. 

1681  /2,  Jan’y  5.  P  87  Do:  Ferdinando  Thayer  was  one  of  a  committee  of  three  to  “  Rectific  Mr.  Raw- 
son’s  chimneyes.”  (They  needed  to  be  taken  down  and  rebuilt.  Mr.  Rawson  was  the  new  minister.) 

1681/2,  Jan’y  8.  Vol.  I,  p  563  P  R:  Son  Samuel  now  receives  “Part  of  fardinando  Thayers  forty  Acre 
lot  or  the  Contents  ofan  Eight  Acre  Lott  with  all  the  Rights”  ....  in  all  future  divisions.  On  Dec.  27, 
1709  several  more  parcels  of  his  4th  Division  are  laid  out  to  Samuel. 

1682/3,  Jan’y  1.  P  88  A  of  M:  Ferdinando  Thayer  is  elected  Selectman  and  also  Surveyor  of  high¬ 
ways.  On  Jan’y  3,  1684  5  he  was  again  elected  Selectman  and  so  again  just  one  year  from  this  date. 

1684,  Oct.  15.  Vol.  V,  p  454  M  B  C,  Ptd:  “  In  answer  to  the  petition  of  Ferdinando  Thayer,  Symon 
Peck,  Samuel  Read,”  «S:c,  selectmen  of  Mendon,  the  Court  grants  permission  “to  assesse  the  proprietors 
of  land  that  live  not  in  that  toune  as  they  doe  their  oune.” 

1684,  Oct.  21.  Vol.  1 12,  p  367  Mass.  Archives:  Ferdinando  Thayer  heads  committee  of  five  selectmen 
praying  the  General  Court  at  Boston,  that  since  “one  half  of  our  proprietors,  two  only  excepted,  are 
dwelling  in  other  places,”  they  may  be  taxed  their  share,  that  “by  thayer  help,  to  the  maintenance  of 
our  dispencer  of  the  word  unto  us  ...  .  there  may  be  no  complaining  in  our  gates.” 

1685/6,  Jan’y  11.  P  98  A  of  M:  In  “A  Rate  made  this  1 1  of  Januery,  1685,  to  Defray  Mr.  Rawson’s 
salery  for  half  the  yere  beginning  att  the  25"'  of  October  1685  to  the  25"'  of  March  1686,”  Ferdinando 
Thayer  is  taxed  £1-07-03,  only  four  out  of  54  being  taxed  higher. 

1685,  May  25.  P  98  Do:  Ferdinando  Thayer  was  on  committee,  with  two  others,  to  “purchase  the 
Indian  title”  of  a  tract  of  land  “without  their  line,”  the  General  Court  having  authorized  same  in  1669. 
A  “square  deal”  for  the  Indians  was  characteristic  of  the  Pilgrims  and  the  Puritans.  Contrast  this  with 
some  of  the  shorter  visioned  acts  of  Congress  at  a  later  day.  Contrast  it  also  with  some  of  the  reactionary 
acts  of  the  day  in  Europe.  It  was  in  this  year  of  1685  that  Louis  XIV,  the  ‘  L’etat  e’est  moi’  King  of  France, 
committed  the  supreme  blunder  of  revoking  the  Edict  of  Nantes  and  following  it  with  fresh  persecutions 
including  the  indiscriminate  putting  to  death  of  Protestant  ministers.  This  act  spurred  on  the  Huguenot 
emigration  to  England  and  America.  In  the  next  20  years  France  lost  more  than  half  a  million  of  her  most 
enterprising  and  active  citizens,  and  notwithstanding  all  the  persecutions,  about  2,000,000  continued  to 
adhere  to  the  Protestant  religion. 

1685,  May  25.  P  101  Do:  Twenty  one  citizens  of  Mendon  petition  the  General  Court  in  “the  first 
temperance  movement  in  Mendon”  to  prohibit  trade  in  intoxicants  with  the  Indians,  since  “Tis  not  a 
month  since  there  have  been  three  murderous  attempts  by  Drunken  Indians  amongst  us.”  .  .  .  . 
Ferdinando  Thayer  and  John  Thompson,  sen’r  and  Jun’r,  are  signers. 

1686/7,  Jan’y  2.  P  104  Do:  A  committee  of  three  is  named  “to  Recon  with  Mr.  Rawson  and  to  do 
their  utmost  to  se  yt  all  y®  Areers  of  y^  Rates  dew  to  him  for  his  salery  be  gathered  and  paid  to  him. 

•  Ferdinando  Thayre  is  one  of  the  three. 

1687,  July  20.  Vol.  I,  p  60  P  R:  Here  ffardinando  Thayer  has  recorded  to  him  eight  peices  of  swamp, 
&c.,  which  aggregate  only  a  little  more  than  ten  acres,  all  of  which  was  laid  out  this  date. 

1688,  May  25.  P  60  Do:  “The  great  Lott  Part  of  it  Laid  out  upon  the  Plain  below  Muddy  brook 

the  other  part  of  it  Laid  out  upon  the  East  side  of  the  mill  River  ....  the  whol  being  one 
hundred  and  sixty  Acres;  laid  out  to  Ferdinando  Thayer.” 

1688,  May  21.  P  105  A  of  M:  “Chosen  for  Selectmen,  Townsmen  or  Overseers.”  Ferdinando  Thayer 
and  John  Thompson  are  among  them. 
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1688  June  17.  Vol.  I,  p  575  P  R:  A  deed  of  gift  to  son  Thomas  of  a  ten  acre  liouse  lot  &c.,  is  te“Ncd 
as  at  several  other  parcels  in  the  4th  division,  &c.  On  Jaify  30, 1709,  10  these  various  plots  were  rounded 

up  and  recorded. 

1688,  Oct.  25.  P  1 10  A  of  M:  “A  Rate  for  Mr.  Rawson’s  salary  for  j^^^inning  att  ye 

October  1688  to  25  October  1689.”  Of  48  assessed  ffardin  Thayer  is  second  in  order  at  ,U-1T07,  an 
is  the  hiPhest  in  the  list.  Rev.  Grindel  Rawson  was  minister  here  for  35  years  until  his  death  on  Apl.  6, 
1715,  aged  57.  His  mother’s  name  was  Rachel  Perne  whose  grandmother,  Mrs.  John  Hooker,  Nxas  si.ter 
to  Edmond  Grindel,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  in  Queen  Elizabeth  s  time. 

1691  /2  Feb’y  19.  Vol.  II,  p  3  P  R:  “To  all  Christian  people  to  whom  these  presents  may  come.  Know 
ye  that  John  Awasamoy  &  Amos  Awasamoy  &  Peter  Ephraim  heirs  to  John  Awasamoy  late  of  Nanck 
deceased-  for  good  &  valuable  considerations  then  thereunto  moving  and  especially  ^  J consid-.r  - 
ffon  o^^^  pounds  sterling  money  to  them  in  hand  paid  by  Fardinando  Thayer,  oseph 

White  senior  losiah  Chapin,  Abraham  Staples  senior,  Samuel  Hayward,  James  Lovett,  S^uel  Read 

sl'or,  ■  This  is  the  first  part  o^he  second  Indian  deed  to 

land  in  Mendon.  It  is  a  tract  on  Mendon  MilLRiver,  known  as  North  I  urchase. 

1698/1699,  Mch.  6.  P  135  A  of  M:  Various  tracts  of  land  were  granted  by  the  town.  Ferdinando 
Thayer  had  a  share,  the  shares  varying  from  one  to  thirty  acres  each. 

1699  Oct  10.  P  137  Do;  In  the  minister’s  rate  this  year  Fardinando  Thayer  is  named  last  on  the  list 
of  58  citizens  and  his  rate  is  only  13s-08d.  He  had  given  away  most  of  his  property  by  this  time  to  the 

children.  .  ^  j- 

1703,  July  20.  Vol.  II,  p  63  P  R:  He  gives  to  son  Benjamin,  “Eleven  Acres  being  Part  of  ffardinandoe 

Thayer’s  fourth  Devission.” 

1706,  Apl.  5.  P  251  Do;  He  gives  to  son  Josiah,  “nine  acers  of  the  fourth  division  of  fardinando  thayer’s 
lott  laid  on  the  East  side  calips  hill.”  .... 

1712  Mch.  28.  P  504  B  M  D,  Ptd;  Fardinando  Thayer  dies  at  Mendon  at  88,  same  age  as  his  father 
attained  There  is  no  probate  record  indexed  at  Boston.  His  wife  had  been  dead  now  or  years  "  ’ 

together’ with  the  fact  that  he  had  given  to  each  son  a  farm,  is  full  enough  explanation  as  to  why  there 

was  no  probate. 

1718  Mch  19  Vol.  II,  p  339  P  R;  “An  account  of  ye  number  of  Each  man’s  Rig^  to  Lay  out  in  ye 
Si xt  SvRton,  with  an  account  front  what  orriginal  Lott  They  proceed  from,”  &c.  Though  dead  now  for 
five  years  his  right  still  holds,  as  follows;  “Fardinando  Thayer  s  40  acre  Lott. 

CHILDREN 

(first  5  born  at  Braintree;  last  7  born  at  Mendon  &  in  the  King  Philip  War  exodus) 

1.  SARAH  b.  May  12,  1634;  m.  July  2,  1671,  Joseph  Stevens;  she  d.  he  d.  1677 
V  2.  HULDAH  b.  June  16,  1657;  m.  Nov.  3.  1675,  Jacob  Aldrich;  she  d.  1707,  ae  50  he  d.  Oct.  22.  1695 
They  lived  in  Mendon  where  he  was  assessor,  &c. 

3.  JONATHAN  b.  Mch.  18,  1659;  m.  June  22,  1679,  Elizabeth  French;  he  d. 


she  d.  Oct.  3,  1703 


1  ch 
11  ch 

6'  ch 


They  lived  in  Mendon. 

DAVID  b.  June  20,  1660;  he  d.  Aug.  1,  1674,  a?  14 

NAOMI  b.  Jan’y  23,  1662/  3;  m.  Apl.  16,  1684,  John  Cook;  she  d.  he  d.  1718 

CAPT.  THOMAS  b.  a  1665;  m.  1688,  Mary  Adams;  he  d.  May  1,  1738,  ae  73  she  d.  1735 
They  settled  in  Mendon  where  he  was  selectman,  Ac. 

1  T  SAMUEL  b.  a  1667;  m.  1690,  Mary  Bass  »  i-7-io 

They^ttled  in  Mendon  where  he  was  selectman.  &c;  their  son  Oliver  named  a  child  Lemuel  about  1739. 
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8.  ISAAC  b.  a  1669;  in  (1)  Apl.  1,  1691,  Mercy  Rockwood 

He  m  (2)  1703,  Mary - .  From  both  marriages  1 1  children  resulted.  He  was  a  constable,  &c.,  at  Mendon. 

A  son  of  Isaac  m.  a  daughter  of  Josiah  below,  Commisisioner  Woods  of  the  Public  Records  of  Massachusetts 
tells  me. 

9.  JOSIAH  b.  a  1671 ;  m.  1690,  Sarah  Bass;  he  d.  1728,  x  57  she  d. 

They  settled  in  Mendon.  He  was  selectman,  &c. 

10.  EBENEZER  b.  a  1673;  m.  June  13,  1695,  .Martha  Thompson  (see  below) 

11.  BENJAMIN  b.  a  1675;  m  (1)  Sept.  15,  1698,  Sarah  Hayward;  he  d.  1725,  x  50  she  d. 

He  m  (2)  Dec.  20,  1712,  Hannah  Hayward.  They  were  of  Mendon. 

12.  DAVID  b.  Sept.  17,  1677;  he  d.  Aug.  29,  1678,  a;  1  yr. 


EBENEZER  THAYER 

MARTHA  THOMPSON 
b.  a  1675 
d.  after  husband 


b.  a  1673 

m.  June  13,  1695 
d.  a  Aug.,  1723 
a?  a  50 


1675.  Martha  Thompson  was  named  for  her 
grandmother  Martha  Woodland.  She  was  born  at 
Mendon  about  this  time,  probably  during  the 
throes  of  King  Philip’s  war,  when  there  was  no 
time  or  place  to  make  records  in  Mendon  nor  yet 
apparently  in  the  town  of  Braintree  whereto  the 
family  retreated  in  haste  from  the  threatening 
Indians. 


1695,  June  13.  P  515  Thayer  Gen  (1874):  The 
author  says  that  Ebenezer  Thayer  married 
Martha  White  this  date,  but  the  .Milton,  Mass, 
marriage  record  makes  the  Thaycr-Thompson 
nuptials  as  above  very  clear  by  stating  that  both 
were  from  Mendon.  After  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band  she  may  have  married  a  Mr.  White,  but  we 
have  no  record  of  it. 


1722/3,  Mch.  22.  Her  husband  remembers  her 
in  his  will  this  way:  “To  my  Beloved  wife  Martha 
I  give  the  whole  of  my  homestead  being  part  in 
Bellingham  and  part  in  Mendon,  except  what  is 
already  given  above,  and  my  share  of  Cedar 
Swamp  which  I  give  in  equal  portions  to  my  three 
sons.”  Same  to  be  hers  until  youngest  son  Daniel 
come  to  lawful  age  and  while  she  is  still  a  widow. 
She  to  have  also  remaining  movable  estate.  When 
Daniel  is  21  he  is  to  allow  her  one  end  of  the  dwelU 
ing,  and  keep  for  her  if  she  desires  2  cows  and  1 
horse.  The  3  sons  are  to  provide  equally  all  needed 
corn  and  fire  wood  for  her  comfortable  subsistance. 

“Item.  I  doe  hereby  appoint  my  beloved  wife 
and  my  beloved  son  Ebenezer  to  be  e.xecutors.” 

1723,  July  9.  Martha  Thayer,  Relict,  and 


1673.  P  222  Thayer  Gen  (1874):  Ebenezer 
Thayer  was  born  and  brought  up  in  the  town  of 
Mendon  and  was  born  about  this  time  close  to  if 
not  in  the  King  Philip  disturbance  of  all  New 
England.  After  marriage  he  settled  in  the  suburb 
of  Mendon  called  Bellingham  on  a  farm  no  doubt 
given  to  him  by  his  father.  The  large  number  of 
land  deals  in  which  he  figures  together  with  the 
large  estate  as  shown  by  the  inventory  shows  him 
to  have  been  a  thrifty  and  prosperous  farmer 
rather  too  engrossed  with  home  affairs  to  appear 
much  in  public  doings. 

1695,  June  13.  Vol.  XXXVI,  p  303  N  E  H  &  G: 
Rev.  Peter  Thacher’s  Record  at  Milton,  Mass., 
says:  “Ebenezar  Thair  was  maried  to  Martha 
Tomson  both  of  Mendon.”  Was  it  a  run-a-way 
match,  asks  the  credulous  one?  History  is  kind 
and  silent  on  many  a  mistaken  move  of  young  and 
old. 

1699,  Oct.  10.  P  137  A  of  M:  Eben:  Thayer  is 
taxed  in  the  Minister’s  rate  at  £0' 12-02.  This  is 
the  first  time  he  appears.  His  father  is  last  on  the 
list  at  13s-08d. 

1703/4,  Jan’y  14.  P  147  Do:  Ebenezer  Thayer 
and  Daniel  Taft  are  chosen  constables. 

1704/5,  Jan’y  17.  P  148  Do:  The  minister’s 
rate  for  this  year  shows:  “Ebenezer  Thayer  £0- 
2-6.” 

1706/7,  Feb’y  4.  P  153  Do:  In  the  fifth  land 
division  of  this  date  a  total  of  75  lots  were  drawn. 
Ebenezer  Thayer  drew  lot  49.  Father  Ferdinando 
Thayer  for  some  reason  does  not  appear. 

1707,  Nov.  10.  Vol.  II,  p  328  P  R:  “Laid  out 
for  ebenezer  thayer  part  of  his  fifth  division  on  the 
sout  side  chesnut  hill  ....  the  whole  con¬ 
taining  fifty  seven  acers  Laid  for  fifty  Seven  acers 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


Ebenezer  Thayer  present  will  for  probate  at 
Boston. 

1723,  Sept.  20.  Martha  Thayer,  Relict,  and 
Ebenezer  present  the  inventory  to  the  Court  at 
Boston,  and  on  same  date  present  statement  of 
their  administration.  After  this  we  find  no  record 
concerning  her.  Very  few  early  deaths  are  re^ 
corded  at  Mendon. 


alowed  for  bond  Land  ....  the  same  day 
by  the  same  comittee  fourteen  acers  more  of 
sd  thayer’s  fifth  division  Laid  out  on  both  sides 
fox  brook  be  twen  the  south  medows  and  the 
great  river”  ....  [Recorded  dccember  ye  17, 
1718]. 

1713,  Mch.  23.  P  164  A  of  M;  In  the  draught 
for  the  sixth  division  of  lands  109  citizens  drew 

_  lots,  the  following  Thayers  participating;  ‘‘71st 

Ebenezer  Thayer;  16th  Josiah  Thayer;  38th  Samuel  Thayer;  46th  Jonathan  Thayer;  57th  Thomas 
Thayer;  8Sth  Samuel  Thayer;  91st  Isaac  Thayer;  109th  Benjamin  Thayer.” 

1715  April  8.  According  to  his  will  Ebenezer  buys  54  acres  of  land  in  Bellingham,  and  in  the  next  few 
years  over  thirty  more  acres  are  specified  as  bought  in  Bellingham,  of  which  he  gives  68  acres  to  son 
Ebenezer,  and  many  more  acres  to  sons  Uriah  and  Daniel. 

1715  May  27.  Vol.  II,  p  328  P  R:  ‘‘Laid  out  for  Ebenezer  Thayer,  nine  acers  &  100  rod  of  the  fourth 
division  of  Land  belonging  to  Fardinando  Thayers  Lott  bounded  as  foloweth,  the  northwest  corner  being 
a  Stake  and  Stones  north  on  his  own  Land  thirty  rod  to  dedham  Line  east  on  sd  Line  fifty  one  rod  .... 


1718  Mch.  19.  P  339  Do:  ‘‘An  account  of  ye  number  of  Each  mans  Rights  to  Lay  out  in  ye  Sixt 

Devision  with  an  account  from  what  original  Lott  They  proceed  from”  ....  Ebenezer  s  name  appears 

twice  as  follows:  ‘‘  Ebenezer  Thayer  a  6:H  acre  Lott;  Ebenezer  Thayer  a  0?  acre  Lott.  W  hile  Mendon 
was  being  thus  allotted  to  its  freeholders.  New  Orleans  was  having  its  foundations  laid  in  1  ^  lb  by  Bienville 
one  of  four  brothers  famous  in  French  explorations.  In  1763  France  ceded  it  to  Spam  wit.i  die  rest  of 
Louisiana.  In  1802  it  was  ceded  again  to  France  and  transferred  to  the  United  States  a  few  days  later. 

1718,  Dec.  29.  P  329  Do;  ‘‘Laid  out  for  Ebenezer  Thayer  his  Share  of  Seder  Swamp  in  the  north  Seder 
Swamp  on  the  East  side  the  river  ”  .  .  .  . 

1718,  Dec.  30.  P  329  Do:  ‘‘Laid  out  for  Ebenezer  Thayer  Nine  acers  Sixth  division  ”  .... 


1718  Dec.  30.  P  328  Do:  ‘‘Laid  out  for  Ebenezer  Thayer  Seven  acers  and  half  sixth  division  on  the 
east  side  Second  bridg  river  ....  The  Saim  day  Laid  out  for  Sd  Thayer  five  acers  sixth  division 
Joyning  to  his  other  Land  by  his  house”  .... 

1719  Feb’y  16  P  ISO  A  of  M:  ‘‘An  account  of  y'  Lots  as  Drawn  for  y'  Seventh  Division.”  These 
Thayers  participated;  4  Ebenezer  Thayer;  8  Isaac  Thayer;  30  Josiah  Thayer;  36  Lt.  Samuel  Thayer; 
46  Jonathan  Thayer;  56  Benjamin  Thayer;  137  Lt.  Thomas  Thayer. 

1719,  Nov.  17.  P  184  Do:  Ebenezer  Thayer,  Isaac  Thayer  and  Ebenezer  Thayer  again,  are  among 
the  32  citizens  to  petition  the  General  Court  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Bellingham. 

1721,  Mch.  22.  Vol.  II,  p  329  P  R:  ‘‘Then  Laid  out  for  Ebeneze  r  Thayer  four  acers  of  ye  sixth  Division 

Joyning  to  his  other  Land  northward  ofhis  house  on  ye  East  side  of  sd  Land”  .... 

1722/3,  Feb’y  15.  According  to  will  he  buys  51.4  acres  in  Bellingham.  This  was  only  one  month  before 
making  will  and  less  than  six  months  before  death. 

1722  3  Mch.  22.  Vol.  10,  pp  306-10  P  Ct,  new  series,  Boston;  Abstract  of  Will;  ‘‘  In  the  name  of  God 
Amen,  the  22d  Day  of  March  1722,  3  I  Ebenezer  Thayer  of  ye  Town  of  Bellingham  husbandman  being 
very  sick  and  weak  of  Body  but  of  perfect  mind  &  memory  thanks  be  given  to  God,  therefore  Calling 
to  mind  the  mortality  of  my  body  and  Knowing  that  it  is  appointed  for  all  men  once  to  Dye,  Do  ma  e 

this  my  last  Will.  _  u  ■  « 

”  Imprimis:  To  my  well  beloved  son  Ebenezer  I  give  68  acres  in  Bellingham  joyning  to  his  house  being 

all  that  part  of  39  acres  laid  out  to  mee  Apl  8,  1715;  also  15  acres  more  laid  out  same  day  near  Sadie 
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back  hill;  also  20  acres  laid  out  to  me  July  6.  1717;  also  6^  acres  laid  out  to  me  Mch.  28.  1721;  also 
5U  acres  laid  out  to  me  Feb’y  15,  1722  3;  the  68  acres  containing  the  several  pieces  prementioned 
“  Item  To  my  beloved  son  Uriah  I  give  all  land  &  meadow  in  Mendon  on  Mill  River  and  on  Mill  plain; 
also  all  land  on  West  side  of  County  Road  leading  to  my  house  now  without  fence;  also  all  land  meadow 
bought  of  Daniel  Darling  being  on  both  side  Second  Bridge  River;  also  nine  acres  of  my  6th  Di%^ion  m 
Mendon  joining  to  Benjamin  Hayward;  also  15  acres  of  my  50  acres  in  a  neck  on  the  north  side  of  Charles 
River  over  against  my  homestead;  also  a  four  acre  Right  in  the  Common  in  Mendon.  Executors  to  set 

above  out  to  him  when  he  becomes  of  age.  .  j  •  u 

“Item  To  Ebenezer  again  to  have  that  part  of  the  homestead  on  East  Side  Spring  Brook  and  straig  t 
to  Charles  River;  also  10  acres  of  my  50  acres  on  Charles  River,  north  side  joynmg  to  my  homestead; 
also  H  of  my  meadow  on  the  north  side  Charles  River  against  said  50  acres  with  six  cow  Common  Rights 

in  that  part  of  Bellingham  heretofore  Dedham.  .  .  j 

“Item  To  my  Beloved  wife  Martha  I  give  the  whole  of  my  homestead  being  part  in  Bellingham  and 
part  in  Mendon,  except  what  is  already  given  above,  and  my  share  of  Cedar  Swamp  which  •  S^-'e  in  equa 
portions  to  my  three  sons.  Same  to  be  hers  until  youngest  son  Daniel  come  to  lawful  age  and  while  she  is 
still  a  widow.  She  to  have  also  remaining  moveable  estate.  When  Daniel  is  21  he  is  to  allow  her  one  en 
of  the  Dwelling,  and  keep  for  her  if  she  desire  two  cows  and  one  horse.  The  three  sons  are  to  provide 
equally  all  needed  corn  and  firewood  for  her  comfortable  subsistance. 

“Item  To  son  Daniel,  at  age  21.  to  have  the  homestead  with  the  remaining  part  of  the  50  acres  on 
north  side  of  Charles  River;  with  H  of  the  meadow  adjoining  thereto,  with  two  cow  Common  Rights  m 
ye  Bellingham  Common,  and  a  two  acre  Right  in  Mendon. 

“Item  To  daughters  Hannah  and  Martha  at  age  21  or  day  of  marriage  £10  each. 

“Item  To  Uriah  &  Daniel,  at  21,  one  pair  of  Steers  and  one  horse  beast  each,  also  when  Daniel  be¬ 
comes  21  yrs  old  my  husbandry  utensils  be  equally  divided  between  them. 

“  Item  To  my  four  daughters  Deborah,  Abigail,  Hannah  and  Martha  the  remaining  part  of  the  move¬ 
able  estate  left  in  wife’s  hands  at  her  dispose. 

“Item  I  doe  hereby  appoint  my  beloved  wife  and  my  beloved  son  Ebenezer  to  be  executors. 

Witness;  Jonathan  Hayward,  Is.AAC  Thayer,  „ 

Thomas  Sandford  fr  X  T haver  (Seal) 

1723  July  9.  Pp  310-11  Do:  “Martha  Thayer  Relict  and  Ebenezer  Thayer,  the  son,  being  executors, 
presented  this  will  for  Probate,  and  the  subscribing  witnesses  Jonathan  Hayward  Isaac  Tha^r  and 
Thomas  Sanford  made  oath  that  they  saw  Ebenezer  Thayer  dec’d  sign  &  seal  and  heard  him  publish  and 

declare  this  Instrument  to  be  his  last  Will.” 

1723  Aug.  1.  Pp  311-12  Do:  “A  true  Inventory  of  all  and  singular  of  the  Goods,  Chattels  &  Estate 
of  Ebenezer  Thayer  of  Bellingham  husbandman  Deceased  as  Prized  by  Thomas  Sandford  Thomas 

Thayer  and  Nathaniel  Rawson;  being  Sworn  before  Me,  Justice  Chapin,  for  That  purpose  IS  as  o  owe 


oxen 


6  cows,  4  steers 


Imprimis  his  wearing  apparel 
Item  To  Cash 
Item  His  Housing  and  Lands 
Item  his  stock  of  Neat  Cattle  (viz) 

Item  1  horse  and  2  mares 
Item  34  sheep  and  Lambs 
Item  7  ssvine 

Item  his  husbandry  utensils 
Item  horse  furniture 
Item  his  sword  &  belt  with  ammunition 
Item  his  Bedds,  Bedding  with  ffurniture  &  Bedsteds 
Item  his  Brass  &  Iron  Vessels  and  Utensils  in  the  house 
Item  his  Pewter  and  Tinn  Vessels  .... 
Item  of  Spinning  Wheels . 


2  he 


ifers 


2  ca 


ves 


8-12-0 
1-00-0 
660-00-0 
52-10-0 
17-00-0 
10-  4-0 
4-10-0 
9-  5-0 
2-  6-6 
1-  1-6 
22-15-0 
8-  8-0 
2-16-0 
1-15-0 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


Item  Wooll  and  Feathers  .... 

Item  Glasses  &  Earthen  Vessels 
Item  Parc  of  Loonies  &  Weavers  Tacking 
Item  43  yds  of  Woolling  Cloath 

Item  Tanned  Leather . 

Item  Chests,  Chairs,  Wooden  Vessels  &  Wooden  utensils  in  ye  house 

Item  Corn  &  meal  ...••••• 

Item  butter  &  meat  ...••••• 


£244'0 

9'0 

7A)0-0 

1-10-0 

16-0 

7-11-0 

6-00-0 

2-10-0 


Total  .  £825-13-0” 

1723  Sent.  20.  P  312  Do:  Martha  Thayer  Relict  and  Ebenezer  Thayer,  executors,  presented 
ventory  and  made  oath  that  it  is  a  true  and  perfect  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Ebenezer  Thayer  of  e  - 

lincham  deceased. 

1723  Sect.  20.  Vol.  23,  p  459  Do:  “The  Account  of  Martha  Thayer  &  Ebenezer  Thayer  Adminrs  on 
the  Estate  of  Ebenezer  Thayer  late  of  Bellingham,  Husbandman,  Deceased.  The  said  acewnptants 
charge  themselves  with  all  and  singular  the  Goods,  Chatties,  Rights  and  Oedits  of  the  said  Deceased 
speeffied  in  an  Inventory  thereof  by  them  exhibited  into  the  Registry  of  the  Courts  of  Probate  for  i 
Sy  aforesaid  on  the  20th  day  of  September  1723  amounting  to  £826-3-0.  Received  since  of  Palatiah 

Smith  8'0,  total  £826-1 1-0.” 

“And  the  said  Accomptants  Pray  allowance  as  follows  vizt: 

Paid  for  proving  the  will  Recording  the  same  &  copy  exhibiting  the  Inventory  &  oath,  &c 
Funeral  cliarges  21s  Ruth  Rutter  a  debt  35s 
pd  Isaac  Thayer  Ditto  10s,  Jon->  Howard  do  10s 
pd  Dr.  Dclhonde  in  full  20s,  pd  Dr.  John  Corbet  23s 
pd  Dr.  Scler  Mervill  40s  pd  Deacon  Thos.  Sanford  a  Debt  35s 
pd  Ann  Green  in  Boston  15s  pd  two  appraisers  6s  . 

pd  William  Woodward  Constable . 

To  the  Executors  Expenses  &  charges  in  coming  3  or  4  times  to  Boston 
pd  for  Drawing,  allowing  &  recording  this  account,  &c  .  .  • 


£1-  7-0 
2-16-0 
1-  0-0 

2-  3-0 

3- 15-0 
1-  1-0 

2-10 

2-10-00 

11-06 


errors  excepted;  Martha  X  Thayer 
Ebenezer  X  Thayer 


£15-  6-  4" 


1723/4  Tan’v  1.  Do:  “Martha  Thayer  &  Ebenezer  Thayer  E.xecutors  presented  the  foregoing  &  made 
oath  that  it  contains  a  just  account  of  their  administration  on  the  Estate  of  Ebenezer  Thayer  late  of 
Bellingham  Deceased  so  far  as  they  have  proceeded  therein  and  produced  receipts  ix  vouchers  ror  e 
severall  payments  therein  mentioned  which  I  do  accordingly  allow  and  approve  of. 

^  *'  Ca\4I1I 


Cakiici  Qru/Al  I  TlldOf*” 


CHILDREN 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 


9. 


(per  Mendon  Records  and  will) 


DEBORAH  b.  Oct.  13,  1696;  m.  Dec.  19,  1716,  John  Rock  wood 
Mendon  record  says  “Deborah  of  Dedham;”  he  was  of  Mendon. 

EBENEZER  b.  Apl.  12,  1699;  m.  Aug.  9,  1721,  Mary  Wheelock 
They  were  farmers  in  Bellingham,  suburb  of  Mendon. 

ABIGAIL  b.Sept.  3,  1701;  m.  Mch.  22,  1719/20,  John  Thompson.  Both  were  of  Bellingham. 
HANNAH  b.  Sept.  15,  1704;  m.  May  15,  1729,  Samuel  Fisher  (see  below) 

URIAH  b.  Sept.  10,  1706;  m.  Feb’y  18,  1728,  Rachel  Taft  , 

Both  were  of  Bellingham.  Ancestors  of  Pres.  Taft  were  from  this  town  of  Mendon. 

DANIEL  b.  May  5,  1715 

ESTHER  b.  Sept.  6,  1716.  Not  in  father’s  will;  probably  d.  young. 


MARTHA  b.  Mentioned  in  father’s  will. 

JERUSHA  b.  1723;  m.  Mch.  30,  1741,  Benjamin  Corary 

Not  in  father’s  will;  bom  same  year  as  his  death.  He  was  of  Uxbridge. 


Marriage  was  in  Mendon. 
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THE  THAYER  FAMILY 

LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Samuel  Fisher  b.  a  1704  m.  Hannah  Thayer  b.  1704 

William  Bassett  b.  1726  m.  Lydia  Fisher  b.  1730 

Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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THE  DAVID  THOMPSON  FAMILY 


DAVID  THOMPSON  b.  a  1588 

AMYES  COLLE  m.  July  13,  1613 

b.  _  d.  1628,  Jc  a  40 

d.  - 

1629.  P19TFofM:  Amyes  Colle  Thompson 
marries  (2)  Samuel  Maverick  of  Noddle’s  Island. 
Prince  in  his  “Chronology”  says,  1630,  at  time  of 
the  arrival  of  Gov.  Winthrop  and  Company  in 
Massachusetts  Bay:  “On  Noddles  Island  (East 
Boston)  lives  Master  Samuel  Maverick,  a  man  of 
very  loving  and  courteous  behavior,  very  ready  to 
entertain  strangers.  On  this  Island  with  the  help 
of  Master  David  Thompson,  he  had  built  a  small 
fort,  with  four  great  guns  (cannon),  to  protect  him 
from  the  Indians.” 

1630,  Sept.  1.  P  12  Do:  She  is  one  to  contribute 
to  the  expense  of  Thomas  Morton’s  arrest  by  Capt. 
Miles  Standish.  Morton  was  the  one  who  set  up 
the  wholly  irreligious,  even  scandalous,  May-polc 
dance  and  orgy  on  Mt.  Wollaston  at  Braintree. 


1588.  P  16  Thompson  Familyof  Mendon  (1913): 
The  author  of  this  work  thinks  that  David  Thomp¬ 
son  was  born  somewhere  in  Scotland  close  to  this 
year  of  the  famous  Spanish  Armada,  since  he  could 
hardly  have  been  over  forty  when  he  died. 

1613,  July  13.  P3Do:  The  marriage  is  recorded 
at  Plymouth,  England,  this  being  the  earliest  rec¬ 
ord  we  have  of  either  David  Thompson  or  his  wife 
Amyes  Colle.  Evidence  below  shows  that  he  was 
a  Scotchman.  From  the  wife’s  maiden  name  we 
should  infer  that  she  too  was  Scotch.  During  the 
period  from  1606  when  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges, 
governor  of  Old  Plymouth,  received  patent  to  land 
in  America  between  40  and  45  degrees  n.  latitude, 
and  1620,  when  the  Pilgrims  landed,  there  were 
various  attempts  made  to  plant  colonies  or  trading 
stations  on  the  New  England  shore;  but  all  at¬ 
tempts  failed.  Since  David  Thompson  was  doubt¬ 
less  a  sea-faring  man  from  early  youth,  it  is  alto¬ 
gether  probable  that  he  was  engaged  as  sailor, 
fisherman  or  settler  on  some  of  these  expeditions. 


1634,  Feb’y  27.  P  19  Do:  Samuel  Maverick  and 
wife  Amias  sold  Messuage  (dwelling  house  and  lot) 
at  Winisimmet  (now  Chelsea)  and  interest  in  the 
ferry. 

1649.  P  19  Do:  In  papers  attesting  sale  by  Sam¬ 
uel  Maverick  and  w'ife  Amias,  of  Noddle’s  Island, 
their  bake-house,  mill,  etc.,  their  son  Nathaniel 
Maverick  appears  as  “their  son  and  heir  apparent.” 


1619.  P  8  Dorchester  Hist  (1859):  “We  have 
seen  the  testimony  of  William  Trevour,  William 
Blaxston,  Miles  Standish  and  the  Sagamore  of 
Agawam  that  Thompson  was  on  the  island  of  his 
name  in  1619,  but  doubt  whether  he  made  it  his 
residence  previous  to  1626,  although  he  had  proba¬ 
bly  claimed  it  before.”  (Thompsons  Island  was 
just  off  the  coast  of  Dorchester.) 

1622,  Oct.  P  358  M  H  S  (May,  1876):  David 


Thomoson  receives  a  grant  from  the  new  territory,  “of  6,000  acres  of  land  and  one  island  m  New  E.y 
Ld  ”^and  early  the  next  year  seems  to  have  come  over  to  take  possession  of  ed 

wife  and  a  few  servants.  It  was  during  this  year  that  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  and  John  Mason  received 
from  the  Council  for  New  England  title  to  the  Province  of  Sagadahock  (Maine).  Massachusetts  bough 
this  Gorges  title  in  1677,  holding  it  till  1820  when  Maine  became  a  State. 

1622  Dec  20  Vol.  I,  p  S3  M  H  B:  In  the  Robert  Gorges  grant  of  this  date  “  David  Thompson  Gent’ 

is  named  as‘ attorney  tl^^take  possession  thereof  with  a  view  to  its  legal  nIw  E  dan^'in 

there  is  evidence  that  Thompson  had  been  the  agent  or  attorney  of  the  Council  for  New  England  in 

London  and  represented  it  before  the  Privy  Council. 

1623  Sprint.  P  7  Dorchester  Hist  (1859):  Capt.  John  Smith  of  Virginia  \vas  the  first  European  to 
visit  the  Dorc'hester  shore.  This  was  in  1614,  summer.  As  Prince  says  in  his  ‘  Chronological  History, 
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THE  DAVID  THOMPSON  FAMILY 

'  following  Smith’s  return  tx)  Europe:  “1614,  Aug.  5.  Captain  Smith  puts  into  Plymouth  and  in  the  end 
of  the  month  arrives  at  London;  draws  a  plat  of  the  country,  and  first  calls  it  New  England.  The  next 
visit  to  Dorchester  by  Europeans  was  the  party  of  10  Pilgrims  from  Plymouth  with  Squantum  for  guide 
who  came  to  buy  Indian  corn  of  the  natives  in  1621.  The  next  was  .Mr.  David  Thompson,  gentleman, 
who  under  the  Laconia  Patent  of  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  came  in  the  Spring  of  1623  to  superintend  a 
trading  settlement  they  were  setting  up  at  Piscataqua  (Portsmouth).  Capt.  Standish  came  again  for  corn, 
and  Thompson,  having  been  appointed  by  the  New  England  Company  their  agent,  accompanied  him 
back  to  Plvmouth,  where  he  was  to  meet  Robert  Gorges,  to  give  him  possession  of  a  large  grant  of  territory 
previously  made  on  the  north  shore  about  Chelsea  and  Lynn.  Gorges  and  Thompson  went  by  land  to 
Wessagusset  (Weymouth)  and  thence  to  Gorges’  grant.  Thompson  continued  his  position  at  Piscataqua, 

'engaged  in  the  business  of  his  employers,  until  1626. 

1623  Spring.  P  215  Rev.  Thos.  Prince’s  Chronology  (1826,  Ptd);  “Captain  John  Mason,  who  had 
been  Governor  of  New  Foundland,  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  and  other  gentlemen  of  Shrewsbury,  Bristol. 
Dorchester,  Plvmouth,  Exeter  and  other  places  in  the  West  of  England,  having  obtained  patents  of  the 
New  England  Council  for  several  parts  of  this  country,  they  this  spring  (1623)  send  over  Master  David 
Thompson  or  Tompson,  a  Scotchman,  with  Master  Edward  Hilton,  and  his  brother  William  Hilton  with 
others  to  begin  a  settlement.  And  Master  Tompson  now  begins  one  25  leagues  (about  '5  miles)  nortlv 
east  from  Plymouth,  near  Smith’s  Isles  (Isles  of  Shoals)  at  a  place  called  Pascatoquack.  The  place  first 
seized  is  called  Little  Harbour,  on  the  west  side  of  Piscataqua  River,  and  near  the  mouth  where  the  first 
house  is  built  called  Mason  Hall;  but  the  Hiltons  set  up  their  stages  higher  up  the  river  at  Cochecto 

since  named  Dover.’’ 

1623,  Auc*.  Vol.  XXVI,  p  77  M  H  S;  In  Ferdinando  Gorges’  “Description  of  New  England,  speak¬ 
ing  .of  the  patent  to  Capt.  Gorgas,  son  of  Ferdinando,  near  the  end  he  says,  “and  lastly  Know  ye  that 
we  the  said  Council  have  deputed  authorized  and  appointed  and  in  our  place  and  stead  have  put 
David  Thomson,  Gent.,  or  in  his  absence  any  other  person  that  shall  be  then  Governor,  or  other  officer 
unto  the  said  Council,  to  be  our  true  &  lawful  attorney.’’  He  was  therefore,  following  the  departure  of 
Capt  Robert  Gorgas  to  England  in  the  Spring  of  1624,  Governor  of  all  the  settlements  made  in  New 
England  under  the  oversight  of  the  “Council  of  Plymouth”  (England)  and  by  reason  of  the  patent 
granted  to  the  Plymouth  Company.  The  Governor  of  the  Pilgrims  Settlement  at  New  Plymouth  was 

his  subordinate  and  assistant. 

1624.  P  11  T  F  of  M;  from  Prince’s  Chronology:  “Within  a  year  after  Master  David  Thompson  had 
begun  a  plantation  at  Pascataqua  he  removed  to  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  possesses  a  frmtful  Island, 
and  a  very  desirable  neck  of  land,  which  are  after  Confirmed  to  him  by  the  General  Court  of  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Colony.”  As  David  Tompson  was  dead  before  the  Mass.  Colony  came  into  existence,  Mr. 
Prince  probably  here  means  that  Tompson’s  Island  was  confirmed  to  his  heir.  This  Island  has  an  area 
of  157  acres  and  is  less  than  a  mile  from  the  Dorchester  shore. 

1626.  P  15  Do:  “A  French  ship  is  cast  away  at  Sagadehock,  wherein  are  many  Biscay  rugs  and  other 
commodities  which  fall  into  the  hands  of  fishermen  on  Mohegan  Island”  (off  Maine  Coast).  Heanng  t  at 
these  goods  must  be  sold,  “the  Governor  (William  Bradford,  second  Governor  of  Plymouth  Colony), 
with  Master  (Edward)  Winslow  take  a  boat,  and  with  some  hands  go  thither.  Master  David  Thorripson, 
who  lies  at  Piscatoway,  going  with  us,  on  the  same  design,  we  agree  to  buy  all  their  goods  and  to  divi  e 

them  equally.  Our  Moiety  (half)  comes  to  £400. 

From  this  it  appears  that  David  Thompson  has  been  living  at  Piscataqua,  N.  H.  In  the  fal  o 
however,  he  returns  to  Thompson’s  Island,  and  erects  a  habitation  there,  as  per  record  of  Mass.  Colony 
Court  May  13,  1648,  wherein  the  Court  reverses  its  action  of  1635  in  granting  Thompsons  Islan  to 
Dorc’nester  and  now  restores  it  to  Mr.  John  Thompson,  “sonne  and  heire  of  David  Thompson.’  At  this 
time  he  left  the  service  of  the  Laconia  patentees  and  set  up  for  himself  choosing  the  island,  since  known 
as  Thompson’s  Island,  within  the  limits  of  Dorchester,  as  a  suitable  position  for  his  business  of  dealing 
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in  furs  and  fish.  The  Neponsit  Indians  near  by  were  fine  trappers  and  thus  an  asset.  In  addition  to  his 
buskess  Uicre  he  L  concerned  with  Winslow  and  other  Plymouth  reople  m  carrying  on  .a  Tradmg 
house  at  Kcnnebeck.  David  Thompson  thus  became  the  first  recorded  permanent  white  resident  of  Bos- 
ton  Harbor.  ^Weston  and  Wollaston  were  too  transient  to  deserve  that  appellation). 

1628.  P  19  T  F  of  M:  David  Thompson’s  death  occurred  about  this  time  since  the  next  year  we  find 
his  wife  married  to  Samuel  .Vlaverick  of  Noddle’s  Island. 

1669  P  12  Do:  In  Nathaniel  Morton’s  “New  England  Memorial,’’  printed  at  Cambridge  in  1669 
thrauthor  refers  to  Thompson  as  “  a  Scottish  gentleman  -  both  a  traveller  and  a  scholar  who  upon  coming 
to  New  England  brought  with  him  his  wife  and  a  few  servants  .... 

1825-1850  P  32  Do:  When  Mr.  Preserved  Smith  Thayer  was  collecting  memoranda  of  family  history 
from  Menin  people,  he  found,  and  recorded  in  his  notes,  that  the  older  Thonrpsons  had  tlje  family  tra^ 
dition  of  John  Thompson  P‘  of  Mendon  having  once  owned  Thompson  s  Island  in  Boston  Har  . 

CHILDREN 

(per  court  record;  only  one  known) 

-  (see  below) 


b.  1619 

m.  a  1641 
d.  Nov.  9,  1685,  x  66 


1.  JOHN  b.  1619;  m.  Sarah 

JOHN  THOMPSON 

SARAH - 

b.  - 

d.  after  husband 

1684,  Mch.  27.  In  his  will  John  Thompson  Sen’r 
of  Mendon  remembers  his  wife  this  way:  Item  I 
give  unto  my  beloved  and  loveing  wife  Sarah 
Thompson  (whose  great  love  and  pains  I  pray  God 
to  reward)  Ten  pounds  to  be  paid  by  my  executors 
after  my  decease.’’  There  is  no  other  extant  record 
of  her  so  far  as  we  can  find.  Her  death  is  not  re¬ 
corded  at  Mendon.  She  is  now  in  the  neighborhood 
of  65  years  old  probably  and  has  made  a  good 
record  as  evidenced  by  the  above  tender  reference 
by  her  husband. 


1619.  P  25  T  F  of  M:  This  is  the  date  of  birth 
of  John  Thompson  as  per  his  age  stated  in  the  1659 
Weymouth  document  below  -  “  fortie  years.  ’’  The 
event  took  place  probably  in  England. 

1639.  P  49  Dorchester  Hist  (1893):  The  town 
lays  tax  “upon  the  proprietors  of  Thompson’s 
Island’’  for  t'ne  maintenance  of  a  school  -  said  to 
be  the  first  public  provision  made  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  a  free  school  in  .America.  Those  who 
paid  rent  numbered  about  one  hundred  and  twen¬ 
ty  and  these  included  the  principal  part  of  the 
adult  male  inhabitants  of  the  town  ”  (Boston  Me¬ 
morial  1  listory  of  1880,  p  429).  The  explanation 
of  this  is  that  the  island  was  used,  not  for  resi¬ 
dences  and  tillage,  but  for  sheds,  wharves  and  other 
paraphernalia  for  catching,  drying  and  shipping 
fish,  a  business  that  David  Thompson  had  origi- 


nated  there  in  his  brief  oecupation,  and  "after  John  Thompson’s  title  to  tite  island  had  been  confirmed 
bv  the  action  of  the  Generai  Court  in  1648  he  evidently  used  it  for  the  same  purpose;  for  on  2-d  of 
April, 1650  he  made  a  mortgage  for  £136-65  to  wo  merchants  of  Bristol  in  England,  the  debt  to  be  p 

in  dried  codfish.” 

1641  There  seems  to  be  no  record  of  John’s  marriage  though  the  event  took  place  about  this  year 
when  he  had  reached  the  age  of  22,  for  John  Jun’r  was  born  in  1642.  We  have  no  ink  mg  as  to  who  the 
bride  was  only  that  her  name  was  Sarah,  and  we  have  no  idea  where  the  event  was  staged. 

1643  Dec  25  Vol.  32,  p  70  Boston  Ser:  “  1  John  Thomson  doc  assigne  this  Bill  (from  Thos.  ffowlc) 
unto  my  ffather  Mr.  Samuel  Maverick  of  Noddles  Island  to  aske  receive  &  discharge  the  above  bound 

Thomas  ffowle.” 

164H  Mav  13  Vol  Ill  P129MBC:  " Forasmuch  as  it  appears  unto  this  Court,  upon  the  petition 

of  Mr  J*n  tLsoo,  sin'  and  heire  of  David  Thomson,  in  and  about  the  year  1626,  did  take  actual 
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possession  of  an  iland  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  called  Thompsons  Hand,  and  being  then  vacmun  doviu 
cilium  (uninhabited)  and  before  the  pattcnt  graunted  to  us  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  did  erect  the 
forme  of  a  habitation,  and  dyinge  soone  after,  left  the  petitioner  an  infant,  who,  so  soone  as  he  come  to 
aoe  did  make  his  claime  formerly,  and  now  agayne  by  his  petition,  this  Court,  considennge  the  premises 
and  not  willinge  to  deprive  any  of  their  lawfull  right  and  possession,  or  to  permit  any  prejudice  to  the 
petitioner  in  the  time  of  his  nonage,  doe  hereby  graunt  the  said  iland,  called  Thompson’s  Iland,  to  the 
"  said  John  Thompson  and  his  heires  for  ever,  to  belong  to  this  jurisdiction,  and  to  be  under  the  government 

and  lawes  thereof.” 

1648,  June  30.  Vol.  32,  p  134  Boston  Scr;  Aspinwall  Notarial  Record:  ‘‘John  Thompson  granted  unto 
Benjarnin  Gillom  a  tre  Attr:  to  Sett  lett  or  hyre  Thompsons  Iland  or  any  pt  thereof  for  three  yeares. 

1648  July  1.  Vol.  32,  p  137  Do:  ‘‘1  John  Thompson,  mariner  master  of  the  Elizabeth  of  New  England 
.  .indebted  in  the  just  sum  of  £140,  do  bind  myselfe,  mine  heirs,  executors  and  administrators, 

and  in  particular  my  island,  lyeing  in  Massachusetts  Bay  neere  Dorchester,  called  by  the  name  of  Thomp- 

son’s  Island.”  .... 

1649  Nov  25  P  19  T  F  of  M:  Nathaniel  Maverick  (son  of  Samuel  &  Amias)  makes  agreement  to 
repay  his  father  Samuel  ‘‘all  monies  that  the  latter  should  pay  to  John  Thompson  for  him”  (Nathaniel). 
“A  reasonable  explanation  of  this,”  says  the  author,  ‘‘is  that  Nathaniel  was  about  to  enter  into  partnership 
with  his  half  brother,  John  Thompson,  in  the  fishing  business  that  he  was  then  conducting  from  Thomp- 

son’s  Island.” 

1650  Apl.  18.  Vol.  I,  p  117  S  C  D:  ‘‘John  Thompson  of  Londo  acknowledged  himselfe  indebted  to 

loseph  Jackson  &  Hugh  Browne  of  Bristoll  march^  in  the  summe  of  one  hundred  &  sixty  three  pounds 
six  shillings  to  be  pd  to  them  or  theire  Assignes  in  merchantable  codd  fish  at  price  current  at  Marble 
heade  or  He  of  Sholes  at  or  before  the  last  of  ma  [  ]  1651  at  the  Rate  of  jO  Ryals  p  Kint.  binding 

himselfe  Exccut  &  Administrators  for  pformance,  &  in  speciall  his  Island  called  Thompsons  Island  by 
way  of  Mortgage.  With  warrantee  to  make  good  the  mortgage,  dat  18(2)  1650,  &  acknowledged  26  (2) 

1650  before  Increase  Nowell.  Thompson  &  a  seale.” 

On  July  29,  1651  the  Court  granted  execution  of  above  judgment  to  Joseph  Jackson  and  Hugh  Browne 
for  £218'7'10,  ‘‘the  Hand  Called  Thompsons  Hand  to  Satisfie  as  farre  as  it  will  goe. 

1652,  June  29.  Vol.  IV,  pp  311-13-14  Boston  Ser:  At  the  solicitation  of  Samuel  Maverick,  an  ap- 
praisal’was  made  of  Thompson’s  Island.  Whether  this  was  done  in  alarm  for  the  safety  of  advances  made 
to  Fohn  Thompson  on  behalf  of  his  son  Nathaniel  Maverick,  three  years  before,  does  not  appear,  but 
Dorchester  lost  its  case  (below)  before  the  Court  and  this  phase  of  the  long  litigation  over  Thompson  s 
Island  came  to  an  end. 

1652/'3,  Jan’y  18.  Vol.  IV,  p  314  Bos.  Ser,  Dorchester  T  V:  ‘‘At  a  Generali  towne  meeting  the  18th 
of  the  11th  mo.  1652,  it  was  voted  (without  aney  contra  dissent  appearing)  that  there  should  be  an  en- 
deavoring  to  obtayne  Tomsons  Island  again  by  another  sute  in  Court. 

1653  May  18.  P  22  T  F  of  M:  John  Thompson  was  admitted  freeman  at  Weymouth  which,  thinks 
the  author  of  the  Thompson  Family  of  Mendon,  ‘‘probably  marks  his  final  determination  to  separate 
from  the  Maverick  interests.” 

1657/8,  Feb’y  15.  V^ol.  Ill,  p  103  S  C  D:  John  Thompson  lost  his  island  by  the  foreclosure  of  the 
mortgage  made  to  Bristol  parties  in  1650,  under  the  legal  proceedings,  it  bringing  but  £150,  w'hich  was 
considerably  less  than  the  sum  awarded  as  the  amount  of  the  execution.  The  appraisers  were  Robert 
Sedswick  and  Richard  Sprague. 

1659  Oct  21  Vol.  I,  p  333  P  Ct,  Boston:  ‘‘Thomas  White,  aged  about  sixty  years,  and  John  Thomp- 
son  aged  about  fortie  years,  testifyeth  and  saith  they  w’ere  with  Mrs.  Annie  Looman  of  Weymouth 
about  six  w'eeks  since  and  ye  same  day  that  she  dyed,  and  she  was  in  perfect  memone:  she  made  her 
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will  and  made  Hannah  Jackson,  her  Grandchild,  her  Exccutrit  and  give  two  shillings  to  John  Monticuc, 
her  grandchild,  y‘  dwells  at  the  East  ward  and  left  all  ye  rest  of  her  estate  to  Hannah  Jackson,  her  Grand- 
child,  and  appointed  us  two  to  be  overseers  to  see  it  performed.” 

1659  Oct  20  Do:  ‘‘At  a  meeting  of  ye  Magistrates  20th  October,  1659,  Thomas  White  and  John 
Thompson  on^ their  Oaths  affirmed  that  they  heard  Anne  Looman  declare  what  is  above  written  to  be 

her  last  Will  and  Testament.” 


166^  July  22  P  2  Annals  of  Mendon  (1880):  At  Dorchester,  where  the  Gommissioners  appointed  by 
the  General  Court  were  meeting,  our  ‘‘Goodman  Thompson”  was  one  of  10  persons  from  Weymouth 
while  our  Ferdinando  Thayre  and  John  Woodland  were  two  of  the  13  persons  from  Bramtree  who  were 
accepted  for  allotments  of  land  in  Mendon  which,  according  to  the  agreement,  was  “to  be  settled  betore 
the  end  of  the  7  mo.  1663.”  At  this  time  of  small  grants  in  Massachusetts  King  Charles  II  was  giving 
away  great  slices  of  America  in  the  South.  He  granted  this  year  to  Lord  Clarendon  and  seven  associates 
all  the  territory  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  lying  between  parallels  31°  and  36°  N  and  two  years 
later  increased  same  to  36M°  N.  This  tract  runs  from  the  northern  line  of  North  Carolina  far  enough 
south  to  skirt  the  northern  boundary  of  Florida  and  cut  off  the  northern  part  of  Mexico, 

1663  Dec  30  P  7  Do'  A  meeting  was  held  at  Dedham  to  push  the  business  of  actual  settlement  at 
Mendon,  the  project  seeming  to  have  lagged.  At  this  meeting,  ‘‘John  Thompson  and  Joseph  White  de¬ 
sire  the  renewing  of  their  graunts.”  It  was  agreed  that  subscribers  must  settle  there  by  the  middle  of 
November  next  1664,  and  said  grants  were  renewed  as  requested. 

1663  '4  Mch  24  P  10  Do:  John  Thompson  arrived  at  Mendon  before  this  date  says  the  author.  He 
had  his  home  in  Mendon  Village  where  his  ‘‘house  lot”  and  “doubling-lot”  together  gave  him  a  farm  of 
sixty  acres  in  one  field  at  the  very  centre  of  the  village.  Some  of  the  detail  description  is  found  m  die 
following  copied  from  the  Proprietors  Record  which  is  without  date  but  wffich  was  up  probably 

after  the  reconstruction  of  the  village  following  the  King  Philip  War  of  1675-6.  In  Vol.  1,  p  6  P  R  we 
find  the  preamble  and  list  of  original  settlers: 

“The  names  of  the  first  proprietors  of  the  former  township  of  Mendon,  and  the  number  of  acres  of 
each  man’s  lot,  granted  &  taken  up  by  them,  which  is  the  foundation  of  all  after  divisions  of  upland, 
meadow  &  swamp  according  the  committee’s  rules  as  in  page  the  first.”  John  Thompson  heads  the  list 
of  44  names,  including  the  ministry  and  school,  as  follows:  “John  Thompson,  a  forty  acre  lot.  On  page 

90  is  found  the  detail:  . .  u  .  kt 

“John  Thompson’s  House  Lott  of  forty  Acres  ....  bounded  Easterly  upon  muddy  brook,  North- 

erlv  by  A  Town  hyway  of  4  Rodd  wide  &  the  Ten  Rodd  hyway,  Weasterly  upon  Walter  Cooks  house 
lott.  Southerly  on  the  4  Rodd  hyway,  &c  .  .  .  .  Also  the  Dubling  Lott  being  40  acres  20  of  which 
are  on  the  Mill  Plaine  as  laid  out  28  Mch.,  1673;  the  other  20  acres  being  att  the  East  end  of  his  house 
Lott  ....  Also  the  1st  Division  of  meadow  in  the  south  meadow;  one  part  in  Cedar  swamp,  one  on 
Tetson’s  Run,  one  on  the  Cart  way,  one  on  a  Litle  pine  Swamp,  the  rest  beyond  Shokaloge  .... 
Also  the  Swamp  lot,  part  at  Long  hill,  part  at  South  Cedar  swamp,  part  at  Mill  River,  part  upstreame, 

as  laid  out  Jan’y  21,  1693.” 

1667  June  7.  P  16  A  of  M:  The  first  town  meeting  in  Mendon  was  held,  following  the  bestowing  of 
“Towne  Privilidges”  at  a  Gen’l  Court  held  at  Boston  on  May  15th,  1667.  John  Thompson  sen  r  and 
Ferdinando  Thayer  were  chosen  selectmen,  five  total.  The  “Annals  of  Mendon”  does  not  show  the  vol¬ 
ume  and  page  of  the  town  records  quoted  herein. 

1667,  July  14.  P  19  Do:  “John  Thompson,  ye  elder,”  had  a  share  allotted  him  in  the  division  of  all 

the  meadows  within  theire  lyne.” 

1667,  Sept.  17.  P  23  Do;  At  a  Town  Meeting,  “Goodman  Thompson  was  chosen  a  Surveyor  for  this 
end  of  the  towne.” 
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1669,  Dec.  1.  P  46  Do;  The  names  of  John  Thompson,  Sr.  and  Jr.,  arc  appended  to  the  proposals  for 
the  settlement  of  the  Reverend  Joseph  Emerson  as  Minister  in  Mendon. 

1670,  May  7.  P  48  Do:  John  Thompson  Sen’r  is  one  of  18  citizens  of  .Mendon  to  petition  the  General 
Court  for  a  three  year  longer  stay  of  County  rates  because  of  the  “great  losses  of  cattle  together  with 
ye  vast  quantity  of  corn  they  have  eaten  to  preserve  life.”  Our  Ferdinando  Thayer  is  one  of  the  signers 
also. 

1671,  May  27.  P  53  Do:  John  Thompson,  Ferdinando  Thayer  and  ten  others,  including  all  select' 
men  but  one,  petition  the  General  Court  at  Boston  for  a  committee  of  c.xpcrienced  persons  to  help 
in  the  settling  of  affairs  “in  a  loveing  and  Peasable  way”  in  this  “poore  place.”  The  request  was 
granted. 

1671,  June  14.  P  49  Do:  In  the  division  of  the  plains  John  Thompson  was  third  in  the  list  and  Fer' 
dinando  Thayer  sixth,  there  being  23  in  all.  Others  including  John  Woodland  had  lands  allotted  in  other 
places. 

1671/2,  Jan’y  1.  P  56  Do:  John  Thompson  Sen’r  was  again  chosen  one  of  the  Selectmen.  At  this 
same  meeting  he  was  prominent  in  opposing  Colonel  W'illiam  Crowe,  who  seems  to  have  had  a  paramount 
influence  in  the  town  during  the  first  ten  years  of  its  e.xistcnce.  Probably  this  opposition  was  the  reason 
why  Thompson  had  not  been  elected  Selectman  in  the  years  1668  to  1670  and  why  he  again  failed  of  re- 
election  in  1672.  He  was  chosen  a  third  time  in  1673,  but  in  1674  John  Thompson  Jun’r  was  chosen. 
“This  day,”  says  the  author,  “Col.  Crowe  had  a  vote  passed  for  every  35  Acor  lott  to  give  25  shillings 
and  all  other  lotts  proportionable  and  soe  quitt  all  Damages  between  the  Towne  and  hee.  Some  for  it, 
many  against  it.  John  Thompson,  John  Woodland  and  Samuel  Hayward  did  then  oppose  it  as  a  very 
unjust  thing  and  that  they  would  never  Yield  to  it.”  .... 

1674/5,  Jan’y  1.  P  57  Do:  “Att  a  Generali  Towne  Meteing,  John  Thompson  senior  chosen  for  to  kepe 
an  ordenery  and  publique  Hous  of  Intertainmente.”  This  was  the  first  public  house  in  .Mendon  and  was 
near  the  homestead  (1880)  of  the  late  Hon.  Chas.  C.  P.  Hastings,  on  the  N  W  corner  of  the  four  corners 
at  the  public  watering-trough.  It  had  only  a  short  lease  of  life  for  during  the  year  King  Philip’s  war 
broke  out  and  the  settlement  was  abandoned. 

1679/80,  Jan’y  3.  P  SO  Do:  At  the  first  Town  Meeting  held  in  Mendon  following  King  Philip’s  war, 
which  had  left  Mendon  burned  and  devastated,  John  Thompson  Jun’r  was  chosen  highway  surveyor, 
and  at  an  adjourned  meeting  January  12,  John  Thompson  Sen’r  was  chosen  Selectman.  He  was  re¬ 
elected  Jan’y  2,  1680/81,  but  after  that  year  his  name  does  not  appear  in  any  town  office. 

1684,  Mch.  27.  Vol.  VI,  p  530  P  Ct,  Boston:  “  In  the  Name  of  the  Lord  Amen  I  John  Tompson  Sen’r 
of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  being  sencible  of  my  own  bodily  weaknesses  d:  infirmities  the  manifest  alarms 
of  my  hastening  and  approaching  dissolution,  acknowledging  (with  all  humble  thankfulness)  devine  good¬ 
ness  affording  such  an  oppertunity  (whilst  blessed  with  a  disposing  minde)  to  set  my  house  in  order  before 
my  Earthy  Tabernacle  be  dissolved,  do  make  and  constitute  this  my  last  will  &  Testament. 

“  Impr  1  willingly  and  cheerefully  resign  my  Soule  unto  God  my  maker  my  body  I  bequeath  unto  the 
Earth  in  hopes  of  a  future  and  glorious  resurrection  decently  to  be  inhumed;  and  that  my  funerall  charges 
and  expences  be  discharged  by  my  executor  hereafter  named. 

“Item  I  give  unto  my  beloved  and  loveing  wife  Sarah  Thompson  (whose  great  love  and  pain’s  I  pray 
God  to  reward)  Ten  pounds  to  be  paid  by  my  executors  after  my  decease. 

“Item  To  my  beloved  daughter  Mehetable  Hayward  the  wife  of  Sammuel  Hayward  I  give  and  be¬ 
queath  the  sume  of  ten  Shillings  to  be  paid  by  my  executors  within  a  full  yeare  after  my  decease. 

“  Item  To  my  beloved  Son-in-law  John  Aldrich  late  husband  to  my  beloved  daughter  Sarah  Aldrich  I 
give  and  bequeath  the  sume  of  five  shillings  to  be  paid  by  my  Executors  within  a  full  yeare  after  my  de¬ 
cease. 

“  Item  I  constitute  &  appoint  my  beloved  and  dutifull  Son  John  Tompson  my  sole  Executor  to  whome 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


(all  my  debts  and  Legacies  forementioned  excepted)  I  give  and  bequeath  all  my  Lands,  chatties,  house¬ 
hold  goods,  wearing  apparrell  &  whatever  other  Estate  I  dye  Seized  of.  To.mpson  Senr” 


Witness:  Joseph  Wfjite 
JosiAH  Ch.\pin 

1684  5,  Jan’y  11.  P  99  A  of  M:  In  the  tax  levy  assessed  to  raise  the  minister’s  salary  for  half  a  year, 
John  Thompson  is  taxed  £01-07-04,  only  John  Rockwood,  Josiah  Chapin  and  Samuel  Hayward,  Thomp¬ 
son’s  son-in-law,  paying  more,  out  of  54  individuals  assessed. 

1685,  May  25.  P  101  Do:  Twenty-one  citizens  of  Mendon  petition  the  General  Court  “in  the  first 
temper’ance  movement  in  Mendon,’’  says  the  author.  The  desire  was  to  prohibit  any  trade  with  the 
Indians  in  intoxicants.  “Tis  not  a  month  since  there  have  been  three  murderous  attempts  by  Drunken 
Indians  mongst  us.”  Both  John  Thompson,  Sen’r  and  Jun’r,  are  signers  as  well  as  our  Ferdinando 

Thayer. 

1685,  Nov.  9.  P  507  B  M  D,  Mendon,  Pid:  John  Thompson  Senr,  aged  66  years,  lays  down  his  life; 
and  he  was  buried  no  doubt  in  Mendon’s  oldest  cemetery. 

1686,  Apl.  27.  Vol.  6,  p  531  P  Ct,  Boston:  “This  will  exhibited  for  probate  before  the  County  Court 
sitting  In  Boston  27"'  April,  1686  by  John  Tompson  nominateed  sole  Executor.  Joseph  White  and  Josiah 
Chapin  the  two  witnesses  made  oath  that  they  did  see  John  Tompson  Sen  r  signe  and  heard  him  publish 
this  Instrument  to  be  his  last  Will  and  Testament  and  that  he  was  then  of  sound  disposing  mind  to  their 
understanding.”  No  inventory  appears  of  record  at  Boston. 


CHILDREN 

(as  per  father’s  will) 

1.  JOHN  b.  1642;  m.  a  1665,  Thankful  Woodland  (see  below) 

2.  MEHITABLE  b.  a  1644;  m.  1666,  Samuel  Hayward;  she  d.  he  d.  July  29,  1713 

He  was  son  of  our  Wm  &  Margery  Hayward  of  Braintree,  where  Samuel  spent  all  his  days. 

3.  SARAH  b.  a  1646;  m.  June  7,  1670,  John  Aldrich;  she  d.  1678,  a:  a  32  he  d. 

They  lived  in  Mendon;  he  was  b.  July  2,  1644 


JOHN  THOMPSON  b.  1642 

THANKFUL  WOODLAND  m.  a  1665 

b.  1646  d.  1715,  cT  73 

d.  before  husband 

1646,  Aug.  9.  P  176  Dorchester  C  R  (1891): 
Thankfull  Woodland  was  baptized  today  at  Dor¬ 
chester,  Mass.  She  was  the  first  of  four  children 
and  was  given  therefore  her  appropiate  name.  This 
is  the  only  public  record  in  regard  to  her  appar¬ 
ently,  aside  from  the  nine  children  which  she  bore. 
With  the  last  child  born  in  1689  she  passed  the 
age  of  43  at  least.  Since  her  husband  had  no  pro¬ 
bate  it  is  almost  certain  that  she  died  before  him. 


1642.  P  33  T  F  of  M:  We  have  little  record  of 
John  Thompson’s  early  life.  His  father  was  a 
mariner  in  these  days,  with  headquarters  perhaps 
on  Thompson’s  Island  or  perhaps  at  Weymouth. 
John  may  have  been  born  at  either  place  or  even 
elsewhere. 

1663,  Fall.  P8AofM:  At  age  21  John  doubt¬ 
less  accompanied  his  parents  from  Weymouth  to 
Mendon  and  within  a  year  or  two  he  took  a  neigh¬ 
boring  farmer’s  daughter  to  wife. 

1669,  May  19.  P  40  Do:  John  Thompson  Jun’r 
and  his  father-in-law  John  Woodland  Sen’r  are  two 
of  a  dozen  or  more  who  petition  the  General  Court 
for  additional  Meadow  land  and  also  for  the  de¬ 


livery  of  the  Indian  Title  by  Mr.  Brackett  of  Boston  and  Ensign  Paine  of  Braintree. 

1669,  Dec.  1.  P  46  Do:  Both  John  Thompson  Sen’r  and  Jun’r  sign  the  proposals  for  the  settlement 
of  the  Reverend  Joseph  Emerson  as  minister  of  Mendon.  He  was  the  second  minister  who  had  first 
been  settled  in  1664  at  Wells,  Maine. 
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1673/4,  Mch.  3.  P  56  Do:  John  Thomson  Jun’r  and  John  Sprage  were  chosen  “Vewers  of  fence  for 
the  up>er  end  of  the  Towne”  of  Mendon. 

1674/5,  Jan’y  1.  P  57  Do;  John  Thompson  junior  was  elected  Selectman  “att  a  Generali  Towne 
Mcteing.”  Farthenando  Thayer  was  also  one  of  the  five.  This  is  the  last  election  preceding  King  Philip’s 
War,  and  strange  as  it  may  seem,  the  Mendon  records  make  no  mention  of  the  war  -  they  simply  show 
a  break. 

1679/80,  Jan’y  3.  P  SO  Do:  This  is  the  date  of  the  1st  Town  Meeting  held  in  .Mendon  following  the 
devastating  war.  At  this  meeting  John  Thompson  Jun’r  was  chosen  highway  surveyor,  his  father  at 
same  time  being  chosen  selectman.  In  the  interim  between  1675  and  1682  three  of  the  children  were 
baptized  at  Braintree  which  indicates  residence  at  that  place  during  the  disturbed  war  period.  Indeed 
son  Woodland’s  birth  on  Jan’y  7,  1681  2  and  baptism  at  Braintree  on  Sept.  12,  1683,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  Mendon  had  a  minister  for  about  a  year  previous  to  this  date,  would  indicate  that  the 
Braintree  house  was  still  intact  two  and  one^half  years  after  this  resumption  of  public  business  in 
Mendon. 

Wars  were  common  things  these  days.  In  1684  for  instance  the  French  from  Canada  invaded  the 
country  of  the  Five  Nations.  These  five  were  the  Mohawks,  Oneidas,  Onondagas,  Cayugas  and  Senacas 
and  together  formed  a  confederation  known  as  the  Iroquois.  These  were  always  friendly  with  the  Dutch 
and  later  with  the  British,  but  they  were  steadily  hostile  to  the  French  and  their  enmity  had  an  important 
effect  in  checking  the  growth  of  French  influence  in  North  America. 

1681/2,  Jan’y  1.  P  87  Do:  John  Thompson  Jun’r  and  Ferdinando  Thayer  were  chosen  Surveyors  of 
Highways. 

1684,  Mch.  27.  Son  John  is  named  in  the  will  of  his  father  as  sole  executor  -  “my  beloved  and  dutifull 
son  John.  ” 

1685,  May  25.  P  101  A  of  .M:  John  Thompson  Jun’r  petitions  the  General  Court,  with  father  and  20 
others, *to  prohibit  the  sale  of  intoxicants  to  the  Indians -the  first  temperance  movement  in  Mendon. 
It  took  235  years  more  to  achieve  national  prohibition  for  whites  and  blacks  as  well  as  reds. 

1685/6,  Mch.  12.  P  102  Do:  The  Selectmen  appoint  John  Thompson  Sen’r  one  of  four  fence  viewers. 
The  first  John  Thompson  Sen’r  died  in  November  previous,  the  son  John  now  taking  the  title  of  Senior, 
with  John  the  third  now-  approaching  the  age  of  20. 

1686/7,  Jan’y  2.  P  104  Do:  John  Thompson  is  chosen  Surveyor  of  Highway  with  our  Ferdinando 
Thayer. 

1688,  May  21.  P  105  Do:  “Chosen  for  selectmen  Townsmen  or  Overseers.’’  John  Thompson  and  our 
Ferdinando  Thayer  were  two  of  them. 

1688,  Oct.  25.  P  110  Do:  The  Minister,  Mr.  Rawson’s,  rate  for  one  year  is  assessed  against  48  citizens. 
John  Thompson  at  £01'03'06  ranks  fifteenth  in  size.  John  Thompson  Jun’r  was  taxed  £00' 13-01. 

1691.  P  113  Do:  There  w'ere  62  inhabitants  here  assessed  for  Mr.  Rawson’s  salary,  ffardin  Thayer 
stands  at  £2-08- 10,  next  to  the  highest  at  £2-09- 10.  John  Thompson  Senr  rates  at  £  1-1 2- 10  and  John 
Thompson  Jun’r  now  appears  at  £0'10'06. 

1693/4,  Jan’y  1.  P  121  Do:  It  was  voted  at  a  town  meeting  that  John  Thompson  should  have  the 
“Old  Meeting  House,”  he  paying  for  the  same  £4  on  or  before  Jan’y  1,  1694,  5.  What  did  he  do  with  it 
we  wonder? 

1694,  May  4.  P  123  Do:  For  killing  one  wolf  John  Thomson  receives  £l'0'0  from  the  Town.  On 
May  6th  the  next  year  he  killed  another  wolf  and  was  rewarded. 

1699,  Oct.  10.  P  136  Do;  In  the  minister’s  rate  now  assessed,  John  Thompson  is  taxed  £1-1 1-03  only 
eight  being  higher.  There  are  58  total. 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


1700,  Sept.  2.  Vol.  I,  p  69  T  V,  Braintree:  The  following  vote  was  taken  in  Braintree  where  his  mother^ 
iivlaw  had  been  since  the  King  Philip  war,  she  and  her  husband  not  returning  to  Mendon  after  the  war: 
“Then  voted  that  the  Town  would  be  at  the  cost  and  charge  of  carrying  up  of  ye  widow  woodland  to 
Mendum  to  her  son  Tompson  who  Kindly  offers  to  Receive  6:  keep  her  upon  their  so  doing.” 

1701,  June  24.  Vol.  II,  p  92  P  R:  “John  Thomson  Seinr  Laid  out  to  John  Thomson  fifty  and  two 
acres  of  his  great  Lott  or  third  Devission  on  the  east  side  of  the  great  River  upstrcame  of  Jacob  Aldriches 
farm”  ....  Also  “10  Acres  More  of  Land  belonging  to  the  sd  Thomsons  Lott  one  Acre  of  second 
Devission  of  Medow  and  nine  Acres  of  the  fourth  Devission  Laid  In  A  swamp  A  litlc  Distance  southward 
from  forty  Aers  of  sd  Thomsons  Land”  ....  Also  “40  fforty  Acres  More  of  Land  belonging  to 
the  above  sd  Lott  laid  on  the  Plaine  on  the  Weast  side  of  the  great  River”  ....  Also  “five  Acres 
More  which  is  one  Acre  of  second  Devission  of  Medow  and  four  Acres  of  fourth  Devission  Laid  in  A 
swamp”  .... 

1703/4,  Jan’y  17.  P  148  A  of  M:  A  Country  Rate  for  £01-'06'02  and  a  Towm  Rate  for  £04'10'00  as 
w^ell  as  the  minister’s  rate  was  assessed.  John  Thompson’s  tax  was  £0'5'3  w'ith  only  four  being  higher. 

1706/7,  Feb’y  4.  P  153  Do:  In  the  fifth  division  200  acres  were  granted  to  a  40  acre  lot  and  so  on  in 
proportion.  John  Thompson  drew-  lot  31  out  of  75  and  John  Thompson  Jun’r  drew  lot  39. 

1707,  May  29.  Vol.  II,  p  93  P  R:  “John  Thomson.  Sixty  five  Acres  of  John  Thomsons  Seniors  fift 
Devission  Laid  out  Att  the  North  East  Corner  of  theTowaiship  bounded  East  on  theTowne  Line  Seventy 
Rodd  A  black  oak  Tree  Marked  Neer  the  South  East  Corner”  ....  Also  “Twenty  four  Acres  and 
A  half  More  of  sd  Thomsons  fift  devission  Laid  out  for  Woodland  Thomson  two  Acres  and  half  of  it 
Laid  on  the  East  side  of  the  great  River  bounded  south  on  sd  Thomsons  Land  Twenty  four  Rod”  .... 
Also  “Twenty  two  Acres  More  of  sd  Land  Laid  on  the  Weast  side  of  sd  great  River:  Above  Aldriches 
farm  bounded  East  on  sd  River  ....  Laid  out  March  26,  1707  .  .  .  .  Also  “Thirty  two  Acres 
More  of  sd  Thomsons  fifth  Devission  of  Land  Laid  out  upon  the  Weast  side  of  the  Great  River:  Above 
Aldriches  farm  ....  Comite  June  25:  1707.” 

1710/11,  March  5.  P  160  A  of  M:  John  Thompson  and  others  had  liberty  to  build  a  saw-mill  on  the 
town’s  common,  “on  Second  Bridge  (Charles)  River  below  the  Dedham  tree.”  This  saw-mill  w^as  on 
the  north  bank  of  the  Charles  River,  a  short  distance  to  the  north  west  from  the  Bellingham  station  on 
the  Air  Line  Railroad.  Whether  this  was  John  Thompson  sen’r  or  jun’r  is  not  stated.  John  senior  is 
now  69  while  John  junior  is  44.  Which  does  it  fit  the  best? 

1712,  Dec.  22.  P  163  Do:  Bill  ordered  paid  at  town  meeting:  “To  John  Thompson  to  1  day  running 
line  £00-02-00.” 

1713  Mch.  23.  P  165  Do:  It  was  voted  to  divide  300  acres  on  basis  of  10  acres  to  a  40  acre  lot.  In 
the  drawing  for  this,  the  sixth  division,  109  citizens  participated  among  them  being:  “32nd  John  Thom¬ 
son  Sen’r;  26th  John  Thomson  Jun’r;  11th  Benjamin  Thomson;  19th  Woodland  Thomson;  101st  David 

Thompson.” 

1715.  P  33  T  F  of  M:  This  is  given  by  the  author  as  the  year  of  death,  of  John  Thompson  Sen’r, 
now  73.  There  is  no  probate  record  at  Boston  and  it  is  evident  that  the  large  land  distributions  as  noted 
above  were  made  in  lieu  of  a  will.  Both  he  and  his  son  John  are  supposed  to  be  buried  in  the  North 
Bellingham  cemetery  where  stones  two  centuries  old  by  their  dates  exist  with  the  Thompson  name. 

CHILDREN 

(fourth,  5th  &  6th  bp.  at  Braintree,  Mass.,  in  the  King  Philip  war  period;  all  the  rest  born  at  Mendon,  Mass.) 

1.  ENS.  JOHN  b.  Dec.  25,  1667;  m.  Hannah  Wight;  he  d.  a  Apl.,  1749,  x  82  she  d.  Nov.  24,  1759 

They  lived  in  Bellingham,  Mass.,  suburb  of  Mendon. 

2.  SARAH  b.  May  12,  1669 
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THE  DAVID  THOMPSON  FAMILY 
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3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 


8. 

9. 


MARTHA  b.  a  1675;  m.  June  13,  1695,  Ebene:cr  Thayer  (see  below) 

EBENEZER  b.  Oct.  1,  1677,  m  (1)  1697,  Wid.  Susannah  Rockwood  Hinsdale;  he  d.  1<47,  a;  <0  she  d 
He  m  (2)  May  11,  1713,  Dorothy  Fairbanks  and  had  six  children.  They  resided  in  Mendon. 

SAMUEL  b.  Feb’y  4,  1679  SO;  he  d.  Oct.  10,  1704,  a;  24,  at  Mendon. 


WOODLAND  b.  Jan’y  7,  16S1  2;  m.  Charity  Twitchel 
She  was  of  Sherborn,  Mass.  They  lived  in  Mendon. 


•  j 


BENIAMIN  b.  Sept.  17,  16S4;  m  (1)  Sarah - '  ,  ^  ru 

They  lived  in  Mendon.  He  m  (2) - and  both  marriages  resulted  in  13  children.  One  of  these  13  married 

the  gifted  Quakeress  Preacheress  Margaret  Aldrich  and,  though  he  died  at  30,  he  left  a  long-enduring  repu¬ 
tation  as  an  active  Christian  gentleman. 


DAVID  b.  May  24,  1687;  m.  jan’y  11,  1711,  Mary  Thayer 
They  lived  in  Mendon. 


HANNAH  b.  Aug.  3,  1689;  m.  Sept.  25,  1717,  Samuel  Hayward 
They  were  m.  in  Boston;  he  son  of  William  &  Esther  (Harbor)  Hayward  and  seven  years  younger 


than  Hannah. 


7  ch 
6  ch 


13  ch 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Ebenezer  Thayer  b.  a  1673  m.  .Martlia  Thompson  b.  a  1675 

Samuel  Fisher  b.  a  1704  m.  Hannah  Thayer  b.  1704 

William  Bassett  b.  1726  m.  Lydia  Fisher  b.  1730 

Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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THE  THOMAS  THOMPSON  FAMILY 


THOMAS  THOMPSON 

ANNE  WELLES 
b.  a  1619 
d.  a  Oct.,  1680 
as  a  61 


b.  a  1617 

m.  April  14,  1646 
d.  Apl.  25,  1655 
as  a  38 


1619.  Pill  Welles  Earn  (1876) :  Ann  Welles  was 
born  in  England,  probably  in  Essex  County,  about 
this  time.  She  was  approximately  fifteen  years  old 
when  she  crossed  the  ocean  with  her  parents  and 
settled  with  them  for  a  time  at  Cambridge,  Mass. 

1636,  June  1.  P  25  Stanley  Gen;  At  17  she  was 
one  of  the  party  of  100  who  made  the  famous  over- 
land  trip  from  Cambridge  to  Hartford.  It  was 
1646  before  her  wedding  day,  hence  this  found  her, 
at  twenty  seven,  much  older  than  the  average 
who  said  the  fateful  “yes”  in  her  day. 

1652,  Oct.  12.  Vol.  1,  p  1  C  R:  Tlie  Farmington 
Church  was  organized  today  and  “about  two 
months  after,”  says  the  record,  “the  wife  of 
Thomas  Thompson  joined.”  Her  husband  had 
joined  at  organization,  being  in  fact  one  of  the 
seven  pillars. 

1656,  May.  Vol.  II,  P  95  C  C:  Her  husband 
Thomas  Thompson  had  died  about  a  year  before; 
but  a  Court  record  of  this  date  shows  that  she 
has  already  joined  in  second  marriage  with  An¬ 
thony  Hawkins  who,  as  Camp  says,  was  a  distin¬ 
guished  citizen  of  Farmington.  With  her  first 
husband  Anne  had  had  less  than  ten  years  of 
wedded  life,  but  now  she  was  to  enjoy  almost 
twice  as  long  a  period  with  her  second  husband, 
Anthony  Hawkins,  who  is  also  in  our  direct  line. 
Her  four  children  by  this  marriage,  therefore,  are 
shown  under  the  Hawkins  family. 

1659,  Nov.  7.  Vol.  II,  p  135  C  C:  Gov.  Thomas 
Wells,  her  father,  in  his  will  leaves  “Twenty  pound 
apiece  to  my  Children,  viz.,  Tho.  £20,  Samuel 
£20,  Mary’s  children  £20,  Anne  £20  &L  Sarah  £20.” 

1662/63,  Mch.  11.  Vol.  VI,  p  176  G  C:  “This 
Court  ord’’"  that  Mr.  Steele’s  Bill  of  15/  baring 
date  30th  of  May,  1654,  be  delivered  up  to  ye 


1617.  Vol.  IV,  p  228  Savage:  Thomas  Thomp¬ 
son  was  born  in  England  about  this  time  if  the 
surmise  of  Savage,  America’s  farthest-sighted 
genealogist,  is  correct,  that  it  was  he  who  came  to 
the  New'  World  in  the  Abigail  in  1635,  at  age 
eighteen. 

1635,  Primo  die  July.  P  98  Hotten:  “In  the 
Abigail  prd,”  is  the  heading  to  the  list  of  passen¬ 
gers  who  embarked  from  ye  port  of  London  for 
America.  “Tho  :  Thomson  age  IS”  is  the  last 
name  in  the  list  of  35  passengers. 

From  the  fact  that  he  was  one  of  the  seven 
pillars  of  the  Farmington  Church;  that  he  repre¬ 
sented  Farmington  at  the  General  Court;  that  he 
left  a  very  large  inventory  for  one  so  young;  and 
that  in  his  will  he  desired  “yt  my  wife  shall  well 
educate  and  bring  up  my  children  in  Learning,” 
we  come  to  the  inevitable  conclusion  that  Thomas 
Thompson  w’as  a  man  of  culture  and  understand¬ 
ing,  and  had  a  brilliant  future  before  him  when 
death  claimed  him  for  an  early  grave.  The  Eng¬ 
lish  ancestry  does  not  seem  to  be  known,  tliough 
the  1668  item  below  indicates  relatives  in  London. 

1636.  P  451  P  of  M:  The  author  says  our 
Thomas  was  proprietor  this  year  at  Springfield.  A 
Springfield  History,  however,  points  out  that  1646 
was  the  year  of  one  Thomas  Thompson  appearing 
there,  hence  it  was  another  Thomas  Thompson. 

1639/'40,  Feb’y.  Vol.  I,  p  67  L  R,  Hartford: 
This  an  entry  without  date,  but  it  is  in  John 
Steele’s,  the  first  recorder’s  handwriting,  and  must 
be  very  early,  not  far  from  this  date,  when  the 
first  entry  of  land  was  made:  “One  parsell  of 
Land  liing  in  harttford  upon  The  River  of  Con- 
ickticott  belonging  to  Thomas  Tomsunn  &  to  his 
heyers  forever,  wich  parcell  lyeth  on  the  East  side 
of  the  greatt  River  &  Contayneth  by  Estimation 
two  acres  be  it  more  or  les  abutting  on  a  hyway 
lying  betwen  Steven  hartes  land  &  this  psell  on 
the  West  &  on  Richard  w'atses  land  on  ye  East  & 
on  land  belonging  to  Nickolas  &  Neahenia  Olm¬ 
sted  on  the  South  &  on  george  Steeles  land  on  the 
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overseers  of  Thomas  Wells  Esq"  deceased,  for  ye 
use  of  Mr.  Fish,  they  paying  unto  Anthony  Haw¬ 
kins  the  sum  of  Twelve  pounds,  he  having  proved 
in  Court  a  promis  of  Mr.  Weis  to  ad  to  the  said 
Howkins  his  wives  portion,  in  case  her  first  hus¬ 
band  Thomas  Thompson  had  any  estate  come 
from  England,  and  he  hath  made  appeare  that  the 
said  Thompson  had  to  ye  value  of  30i  come  from 
England  since  this  engagement.” 

1673/4,  Feb’y  26.  Vol.  III,pl34CC:  Her  hus¬ 
band  Anthony  Hawkins  makes  his  wife  Ann 
executrix  of  his  will  and  leaves  to  her  one  third 
part  of  the  whole  estate  “except  my  house  and 
homestead  at  Pork  brook,”  also  12  acres  in  the 
great  meadow  which  he  gives  her  during  life. 

1674,  Apl.  1.  P  134  Do:  This  court  record 
reveals  that  the  Hon.  Thomas  Welles,  Anne’s 
father,  had  given  her  £20  by  will  since  her  mar¬ 
riage  with  Mr.  Hawkins  and  now  orders  this  £20 
to  be  paid  to  her  daughter  Hester  Thompson,  who 
was  not  mentioned  in  will  of  her  stepfather 
Anthony  Hawkins. 

1674,  Aug.  10.  Milford:  Samuel  Buckingham 
of  Milford,  Conn.,  deposes  to  say  that  in  the  year 
1664,  being  at  the  house  of  his  uncle  Mr.  Anthony 
Hawkins  in  Farmington,  he  heard  his  uncle  say 
concerning  his  niece  Esther  Thompson:  “this 
little  girl  sucked  when  I  married  m.y  wife,  she 
being  so  small,  I  delighted  much  in  her.  Her  father 
died  before  she  was  born,  and  she  had  no  portion 
given  her  by  him  but  I  have  promised  to  give  her 
twenty  pounds.” 

1675/6,  Jan’y  11.  Vol.  Ill,  p  163  C  C:  Sergt. 
John  Hawkins,  son-in-law,  makes  will,  before  go¬ 
ing  to  war  against  King  Philip,  which  was  pro¬ 
bated  Sept.  7,  ’76,  in  which  he  says:  “And  if  there 
be  a  loss  to  know  what  account  there  is  between 
my  Mother  and  I,  there  is  about  £3  due  to  my 
Mother  for  my  Diat.”  John  was  25  years  old  and 
he  paid  the  supreme  sacrifice. 

In  the  following  item  Capt.  Samuel  Welles  is 
her  brother.  Ann  is  now  fifty  seven  years  old  and 
she  has  buried  two  husbands,  while  several  un¬ 
married  children  of  the  nine  which  she  has  borne 
are  more  or  less  on  her  hands.  Yet  she  has  the 
strength  and  will  and  the  Court  has  the  confidence 
to  intrust  to  her  care  the  six  young  children  of  her 
brother. 


North.  ”  He  sold  this  to  Thomas  Stanley  and  on 
Feb’y  1,  1655  this  became  the  property  of  John 
Pantty  (Vol.  I,  p  5 18).  This  is  the  earliest  positive 
record  we  have  of  Thomas  Thompson  in  America. 

1644,  Sept.  Vol.  I,  p  457  G  C:  The  inventory 
of  John  Cattell  of  Hartford  is  brought  into  Court, 
“Tho.  Tomson”  being  a  witness.  It  was  “prysed 
by  John  Coleman  and  Samuel  Hales,  17  of  July, 
1644.” 

1646,  Apl.  14.  Vol.  I,  p  221  V  R,  Hartford: 
“Thomas  TomSunn  was  maryed  unto  Anne 
Welles  Apell  the  forteenth  one  Thousand  Six  hun¬ 
dredth  forty  6i  Six.”  If  Thomas  was  born  in  1617, 
as  is  the  fact  if  he  was  the  Abigail  passenger,  he 
was  now  29  years  old  while  the  bride  has  attained 
the  appropriate  age  of  27.  It  is  probable  that 
Thomas  and  Anne  moved  to  Farmington  from 
Hartford  soon  after  their  marriage.  The  following 
deed  from  Anne’s  father  was  given  to  them  within 
almost  thirty  days  thereof  and  was  very  likely 
done  for  the  purpose  of  immediate  building.  Rev. 
W.  S.  Porter  classes  Thomas  Thompson  among 
the  24  original  settlers  who,  however,  bought 
their  home  lots  from  first  settlers.  Anne’s  father 
Thomas  Welles  was  a  first  proprietor  of  Fanning- 
ton  but  he  did  not  settle  there  at  any  time. 

1646,  May  16.  Vol.  3,  p  138  L  R,  Farmington: 
“Thomas  Welles  Gent.,”  of  Hartford,  conveys  to 
Thomas  Thomson  of  said  Hartford  and  Anne  his 
wife,  “in  Consideration  of  A  marryage  lately  had 
&  taken  betrothed  &  Sollemnizcd  by  &  between 
Thomas  Thomson  6l  Anne  Welles,  Daughter  to 
ye  sd  Thomas  Wells”,  one-half  of  his  farm  and 
buildings  “within  y'  bounds  of  Farmington  alis 
Tunchis  Sepus,”  comprising  a  house  lot  of  seven 
acres,  bounded  north  on  the  highway,  east  on  the 
Common,  south  on  Mr.  Steele’s  home  lot  and 
west  on  the  river;  thirty  acres  of  meadow  bounded 
north  on  Mr.  Haynes  land,  east  on  the  river, 
south  on  the  Indians  land  and  west  on  Mr.  Web¬ 
ster’s  land;  also  ninety  acres  of  “earable”  land, 
bounded  east  on  the  river.  This  property  was 
given  Thomas  and  Anne  Thomson  for  life  and  to 
“the  longest  liver  of  them,”  and  at  their  deaths 
to  their  heirs,  and  in  default  of  such  heirs  the 
title  was  to  vest  in  the  heirs  of  the  said  Thomas 
Welles. 

1650,  Apl.  9.  Vol.  I,  p  3  L  R,  Farmington;  “A 


YJIMAT  MOaqMOHT  2‘AMOHT  3HT 


ecT 

no  boB  x^InBi2  eurnofTT  oj  «WJ  bfoe  aH  *' jJJioH 
nHot^o  yj-raqoiq  »ftJ  wiB»d  «Hj  ,1 
y/bUoq  )»ih80  adi  «i  zWT  .(8Ii  q  ,I  .loV) 

.fi:»KvnA  fii  rioeqmorfT  eemorfT  lo  ovbH  yti  b«xm 

yioJny/ni  arTT  "O  O  TSfr  q  ,1  JoV  .Jq?2  ,^W>I 
,niloD  oJnl  Jrfjjucnd  rf  bno^JisH  lo  ib^JiO  nrtoJ,^o 
b‘>^^(^q  **  8fiW  il  .e«9n It’#  u  Jinbd  '*  no«moT  .odT  ’* 
,ylu\,io  TI  ,»IbH  htims8  bns  nemsIoO  nHo(,  yd 

'  '’T 

:bi<dncM  ,fl  V  l£I  q  ,l  .loV  >I  .IqA 
dftqA  oJnu  b^yuni  itrM  nnuZmoT  ^emoffT** 
.*ooH  xi2  bnc^uorfr  sno  rflrm)Kli  sib  Il^qA  talbW 
,7ri>l  ni  mod  ^Bw  ^iEmofml  *’.xl2  A  y>io1  rfjbsib 
^  ad  ,T38fr>»»i*q  Tit^idA  arti  vi  )i  ftd  9(1)  «  is 
b9nis))8  iB/f  9b(id  9d)  bk>  nwy  %  ♦on  aaw 
jr.fiJ  oWcdcnq  il  )l  .T£  "\o  kjs  9)siiq<yiqqB  ■>(() 
nwft  nojgni.'ms^  03  b^vom  ^nnA  fant  iwnoriT 
^niwotlnl  ortl'  .9gBlTiA(n  ibrfj  rwlo  noot  l/xji^ruH 
hirbiw  fmrf)  o)  m'/ig  ti  f*  ryH)iil  «‘vinA  moil  bjab 
ylodii  yov  low  boB  lysb  yfriifJ  ImmUt 

.viH  .\i«lbUud  aJsib’jmftS  lo  rjioqiuq  9il)  iol  9nob 
j^norru;  i*o«qnsKn'  iamorfT  CMtsls  ,2  .W 

irfjlood  ,'ttv9Wod  in!)}9i  icnijiho  ►£  ad) 

TvfJift  7*annA  ^ti)»  Jnd  ffuifl  UcJ  aiitMl  ihid) 
“  'inirms^  1o  ■Kniahqonq  J^ift  s  «s«  latbW  eitfoodT 
.ami)  yne  Js  abJw  ion  bib  ad  )ud  no) 

cnoisnbmsH  ^  J  9(1  q  ,C  .ioV  .dl  yeM 
ol  tyavnoo  .Liiiil))!^-!  lo  ’'„)n»0  »>(bW  awnodT** 
lid  annA  bns  biuUtei  i  bisi  to  txHitnodT  tunoifT 
bad  yb)Bl  agByncm  A  lo  noUsnbianoD  nl "  ,ali'« 
liar^riad  A  yd  baiinniailoii  A  bifboriad  aa»lsJ  A 
o)  iDil^ufiO  annA  £  dowiodT  iMnorfT 

*'  bna  rmid  tliilo  llod'ano  ,**«fbV/  esmodT  bt  wf 
ails  no);)nimis^  V)  ibnuod  y  nirtitw’*  lyiibhud 
naval  lo  »ol  aiuod  a  2nrdTqcm>  **,»ijqa8  iklanuT 
ad)  no  )*ta  .yerKrfjW  ad)  no  rttion  babniiod  .laias 
bna  )<M  amod  t’alaa)2  .iM  no  d)uo«  .nomimO 
*  babnuod  wobBamVj  wroa  Y))W)  ;iadh  ad)  no  lasw 
,wh  ad)  no  )toa  ,bnal  onyaH  .iM  no  ifnwi 
•daV/ ‘.iM  no  tow  bns  bnal  mslbnl  ad)  no  tbutm 
«,bnfit  ’’aldataa"  lo  tama  y)afiifi  oeli  Jtfnal  tbaia 
*«sw  yjraqoaq  lidT  .wh  ad)  no  )uia  babnuod 
Of  bna  alii  aci  ooiniorfT  annA  bna  eomodT  navi| 
id)aab  ihdr  )a  bns  ”  ,mad)  )0  tavU  fia^noi  adi  ^ 
ad)  nhd  riaiit  lo  )l«iclab  ni  bns  .rrbd  ibd)  o) 
•omodT  bist  ad)  lo  tibd  ad)  ni  )tav  o)  «sw  abd 

=  .ralfaW 

A^  :nu}aninna^  »I1J  C  q  ,1  .hV  .9  .IqA  .OCdl 


ay  lol  .baisaaab  'pi3  illaW  ismodT  lo  naanavo 
'WbH  ynorbnA  otnu  sniyoq  yad)  .diR  .iM  lo  aiu 
bavcnq  ^nivad  ad  .ebnuoq  avlarji^Tlo  mui  ad)  mid 
bim  ad)  o)  ba  o)  <bW  .i)/  lo  amoK]  a  tiucO  ni 
-  •aud  md  lad  aisa  ni  .noitioq'  zavhv  dd  midwoll 
amoo  aiefia  yna  bed  noiqfnodT  lomodT.bnRd 
ad)  fnd)  aisaqqe  abam  dfsd  ad  bnc  .bnsl^^  moil 
moil  amoa  iOC  lo  autev  ay  at  bod  noaqmodT  biw 
**  jnamagBan^  aifi)  asnil  bnai^B 

^ludiaH  :DDM:i  q.m  JoV  .d£  y’da^l  >\CTdl 
nnA  aliw  lid  ladam  atidwsH  ynod)nA  bncd 
biid)  ano  lad  ot  aavsal  bna  iliw  liri  lo  xhiuaaita 
boa  aitjod  ym  fqaaxa**  a)s)ia  alodw  ad)  lo  naq 
ads  <u-  laxM  £  I  oaic  V^kxnd  diol-a*  bmiaewBri 
.alii  ^hub  lad  mvi^  ari  datfi#  '#obaam  iaai^ 

Inoon  nuoo  ildT  :oQ  S  .1  .IqA  >£dl 
t*annA  ,»albW  aamodT  .noH  ad)  }^)  daavai 
»Tsm  lad  aanb  Biw  yd  0£1  lad  navig  bsd  ,iad)el 
0£1  dd)  rrjbio  wan  bna  mldwaH  %.)M  d>iw  agBii 
odw  .noeqnioilT  lanaH  )a)d))usb  tad  of  bisq  ad  o) 
Tad)slqa)«  lad  lo  IGw  ni  banolfoam  )on  eavr 

.midwaH  ynodmA 

mai1|nbbu8  humaZ  ^bniinM  .01  .yuA  >Tdl 
taay  ad)  ni  )6d)  yai  of  taeoqab  ,jm(0  .bnolUM  lo 
ynoHfnA  .)!/  abnu  tid  lo  aiuod  ad)  )a  gnlad  ,1^1 
yu  abnu  tid  bisad  ad  .noignirma^  ni  inidwaH 
slitf**  :noiqmodT  aadfsB  aaain  aid  ^limaonoo 
adi  .aliw  ym  bahnsm  1  oadw  ba>bM  his  oi))il 
ladtal  laH  .lari  ni  rboin  baldiliab  I  .Unmioi  ^niad 
n<d)ioq  on  bod  adt  bns  .mod  «sw  adt  rmlad  baib 
Tad  avif  o)  badmoK)  avsd  1  )ud  ndd  yd  lad  navi) 

”.«bflUoq  yJnaw) 

.niri2  :D  0  £dl  q  .III  loV  .1 1  y'nal  .«\eVdI 
•og  arotad  Jlhr  taiam  .wal^nKnol  .inldwsH  ndot 
tsw  rbiifw  .qlli/fl  gnl^l  frnlsga  isw  of  fnl 
aiad)  II  bnA*'  iiysi  ad  rbldw  nl  ,dr  ,T  .)qa2  ba)ad 
na»w)ad  d  aradi  fnocoaa  Jtuiw  wond  o)  aoi  a  ad 
ym  01  aub  fuoda  d  ytad)  ,I  bna  iad)oM  ym 
bns  bb  nsay  H  tew  ndol.  '*.)slCl  ym  wl  tadhiM 
aoAhaaa  anmqua  ad)  biaq  ad 
d  caUaW  bumsS  .)qsD  mad  gnhrailol  ad)  nl 
bna  bio  itsay  navaa  ydil  won  d  nnA  .tad)oid  aid 
omi  iamat  aliitw  .t^adiud  ow)  bshud  tad  adt 
aoiod  sad  adi  dddw  aoio  ad)  lo  naablitb  batnstn 
ad)  tad  adi  )aY  .iboad  aad  no  Md  to  aaom  ats 
a^nabdnoQ  adi  isd  imoD  ad)  bns  IDw  bns  HianaUi 

lad  lo  naibDda  wiuoy  xia  ad)  aasa  aad  o)  )wnJni  o) 

.tadiord 


*11 

.  .1,', 


{ 


736 


BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


1676,  Nov.  3.  Vol.  Ill,  p  157  C  C;  Cap‘.  Sam¬ 
uel  Welles  of  Wethersfield  leaves  Estate  of  £1,1 00- 
00-00  and  6  children  from  16  to  5  years  of  age. 
"Mrs.  Hannah  Welles,  the  Relict,  appeared  in  Court 
and  relinquished  the  Administration,  not  being  in 
a  capacity  to  carry  it  on.  This  Court  appoint  Mr. 
John  Chester  and  Mrs.  Ann  Howkins,  Administra¬ 
tors.  Mr.  Samuel  Talcott  &  John  Deming  sen’r. 
Overseers,  desireing  Mrs.  Howkins  to  take  the 
family  under  her  care  and  management.” 

1679/80,  Mch.  1.  Vol.  I,  p  17  C  R:  There  is  in 
Farmington  a  Church  list  of  5/  heads  of  families 
as  of  this  date.  The  first  forty-two  are  men  or 
men  and  their  wives.  Fifteen  are  women  only. 
"Mrs.  Howkins”  is  the  first  mother  among  the 
fifteen  so  named.  She  had  but  about  six  months 
more  to  live  following  this  record.  We  have  no 
record  of  the  exact  date  but  it  was  probably  in  or 
close  to  the  month  of  October  since  the  inventory 
of  her  estate  was  presented  on  Dec.  2d.  She  did 
not  leave  any  will. 

1680,  Dec.  2.  Vol.  IV,  p  47  C  C:  "An  Inventory 
of  the  estate  of  Mrs.  Anna  Howkins  deceased  at 
Farmington: 


"At  Sam’ll  Gridley’s  house. 

Item  By  a  Brown  Searg  Coate  &  was- 

coat  ....  £02-06-00 

It  By  a  Black  searg  coat  &  wascoate  02-06-00 

It  By  a  Cloth  Coate  &  wascoate  .  00-14-00 

It  By  a  Black  Gowne  .  00-15-00 

It  By  a  stufte  coate  searge  wascoate 

&  cloake  .  .  •  02-04-00 

16  other  lines  of  moveables,  including 

2  beds  ....  26-14-06 

“  At  John  Tompson’s  house. 

It  By  2  cowes  &  Two  calves  .  OS-IO-00 

It  By  Bookes  ....  00-08-00 

It  By  Flax  ....  01-03-00 

It  Bedd .  02-00-00 

9  other  lines  of  movables  .  .  07-19-06 

"At  Thomas  Tompson’s  house. 

It  By  pewter  &  brass  spoones  &  Tren¬ 
chers  ....  03-14-00 

It  By  a  chest  &  wearing  cloaths  of  Mr. 

Howkins  ...  -  04-08-00 

It  By  a  bedsted,  feather  bed,  Bowl- 

ster,  pillows,  &c.  .  08-01-06 

It  By  wearing  cloathes  &  Two  Bookes  03-13-00 
4  other  lines  of  movables  .  .  10-13-00 


£85-09-06 


discovery  in  Righting  of  sutch  agrements  as  were 
made  by  the  majestrates  with  the  Indians  of 
tunckscs  concerning  the  Lands  &  sutch  things  In 
Reference  thcrunto  as  tend  to  setle  peace  In  a  way 
of  truth  and  Righteousness  betwixt  the  Inglish 
&  them.”  Then  follow  six  paragraphs  on  peace. 
Thomas  thomson  was  one  of  six  witnesses  to  this 
historic  treaty  of  peace  which,  so  far  as  war  is  con¬ 
cerned,  was  never  broken. 

1650,  May  16.  Vol.  II,p4GC:  At  "A  Generali 
Courte  of  Election”  Tho  :  Tomson  and  Steph: 
Harte  sit  as  deputies  for  Farmington.  At  this  ses¬ 
sion  our  Richard  Treat,  John  Steele,  John  Bissell 
and  John  Deming  also  sat  as  deputies.  Thomas 
Thompson  was  present  also  at  the  sessions  of 
May  21  and  June  26. 

1652,  Oct.  13.  Vol.  1,  p  1  G  R:  The  Church  at 
Farmington  is  formally  organized  with  Thomas 
Thompson  one  of  the  seven  pillars.  Here  are  the 
seven:  1.  Rev.  Roger  Newton,  pastor;  2.  Dea. 
Stephen  Hart;  3.  Dea.  Thomas  Judd;  4.  John 
Bronson;  5.  John  Cole;  6.  Thomas  Thompson; 
7.  Robert  Porter.  Two,  four  and  six  are  direct 
ancestors.  "The  wife  of  Thomas  Thompson” 
joined  “about  two  months  after”  as  did  also  the 
"wife  of  Steven  Hart,  ”  the  first  name  of  whom  even 
we  do  not  know. 

"The  perfect  world,  by  Adam  trod. 

Was  the  first  temple — built  by  God — 

His  fiat  laid  the  corner  stone. 

And  heaved  its  pillars,  one  by  one.” 

— Willis. 

1652/3,  March  6.  Vol.  II,  p  40  C  C:  “Thomas 
Tomson  is  sworne  Constable  for  farmington.” 
This  office  was  a  local  one  but  candidates  must  be 
“sworn”  by  the  County  Court.  The  first  volume 
of  Farmington  Town  Votes  was  probably  burned 
in  the  fire  of  1666  hence  it  is  impossible  to  tell 
what  other,  if  any,  position  he  held  in  the  town 
government. 

1654,  April.  Vol.  II,  p  95  C  C:  “I,  Thomas 
Tomson,  being  in  prfect  health  and  memory,  doe 
ordeine  this  my  Last  will  and  Testament  as  follow- 
eth:  Imprimis.  I  give  unto  my  beloved  wife, 
whome  I  make  my  Executrix,  the  one  halfe  of 
all  my  Land  in  ffarmington  Bounds,  &  the  one 
half  of  all  my  howsinge,  Barnes  &  orchardinge 
thereuppon,  duringe  her  naturall  Life,  &  all  my 
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"The  estate  in  debt  given  in  by  John 

Tompson  ...  £  4-03-11 

&  by  legacies  not  yet  payd  .  52-0S-06 

Due  to  the  estate  for  rent  &  other  acct  24-03- 1 0 
The  estate  in  debt  to  Thomas  Tomp¬ 
son  .....  04-07-01 

"The  childrens  names  are  as  followeth; 

John  Tompson,  Thomas  Tompson,  Beatrice 
Parker,  Mary  Hally,  Hester  Gridley,  Elizabeth 
Brinsmade,  Hanna  Howkins. 

One  pound  more  due  from  the  estate  by  charge  at 
funerall  £01-00-00.” 

1680,  Dec.  2.  P  31  Do:  “An  Inventory  of  the 
Estate  of  Mrs.  Ann  Howkins  was  exhibited  in 
court  &  oath  made  that  there  was  a  True  present¬ 
ment  of  the  estate  to  the  apprizers  &  If  more  doth 
appeare  it  shall  be  added  to  the  Inventory.  The 
Court  haveing  considered  the  estate  at  present  as 
it  is  presented,  find  £51-13-10  to  be  divided  & 
distribute  the  same  as  followeth:  To  John  the 
eldest  son  £12-18-4;  to  Thomas  Thompson 
£06-09-02;  to  Beatrice  Parker  £04-00-00;  to  Mary 
Hally  £04-00-00;  to  Hester  Gridiy  being  neglected 
in  her  Father’s  will  £16-05-10;  to  Hana  Howkins 
£04-00-00.” 

‘‘The  Court  appoynt  John  Tompson  &  Sam'; 
Gridiy  to  be  administrators  to  the  estate  &  cap- 
taine  John  Standly  to  be  overseer  &  Assistant  to 
the  Administrators  &  in  case  more  debts  com  in 
from  the  estate  or  to  the  estate,  it  shall  be  divided 
or  deducted  according  to  this  distribution,  John 
Tompson  freely  alowed  out  of  his  proportion  to 
his  Brother  forty  shillings.” 


Goods  &  Chattelles,  shee  paying  out  such  Debts 
as  I  owe,  &.  Legacies  as  1  bequeath,  as  is  hereafter 
expressed;  provided  all  way  &  it  is  my  desire,  yt 
my  wife  shall  well  educate  and  bring  up  my  child- 
dren  in  Lcarninge  6c  shee  to  posscsse  all  my  Land 
&  Estate  untill  my  two  sonnes  come  to  twentie 
yeares  of  Age,  6l  then  to  give  them  what  household 
stuffe  she  please,  over  and  above  what  I  bequeath 
to  them. 

‘‘Item.  I  give  unto  my  two  sons,  John  and 
Thomas,  the  other  halfe  of  my  Land,  Houseing, 
Barne  and  Orchard,  and  the  proffitts  of  them,  to 
be  equally  divided  to  them  6:  to  their  heirs,  Ex¬ 
ec'S  Adm'*  6l  Assignes  forever. 

‘‘It.  I  give  unto  my  daughter  Beatric  my  young 
mare  6c  the  Colt  she  brought,  6c  the  pfit  of  her 
6c  £20  more  in  Country  pay,  to  be  payd  her  wthin 
a  yeare  of  the  day  of  her  marriage  by  her  mother 
or  by  her  two  brothers  between  them. 

‘‘It.  I  give  unto  my  daughter  Mary  my  young 
mare  I  bought  of  Richard  ffellows,  and  the  pfit  of 
her  6c  £20  more  in  Country  pay,  to  be  paid  her 
within  a  year  of  the  day  of  her  marriage  by  her 
Mother  or  by  her  two  brothers  equally  between 
them. 

‘‘It.  I  give  my  sone  John  a  young  Horse  Colt 
now  2  year  old  apr  (54)  6c  I  give  to  my  son  Thomas 
a  young  horse  colt  of  a  yeare  old  this  spring  (Aprl, 
'54);  and  after  the  decease  of  my  wife  I  give  unto 
my  two  sonnes  John  6c  Tho:  all  my  Lands  in 
Farmington  Bounds,  with  all  Housing,  Barnes 
and  Orchards  thereupon,  to  them  6c  theire  heirs 
forever  (they  paying  out  to  their  two  sisters  £20 


apeice  in  two  yeares  after),  equally  to  be  divided  betw'een  them. 

‘‘It.  I  give  unto  my  Children  each  of  them  a  Byble  and  I  desire  my  two  brothers  in  England  and  my 

Brother  Tho:  Wells  to  bee  theire  Overseers.  In  witnes  whereof  I  have  hereunto  put  my  hand  the  day  6c 

yeare  first  above  written.  „  -t'  .. 

By  mee,  Thomas  Tomson.” 


1655,  Apl.  25.  Vol.  II,  p  320  L  R,  Farmington:  ‘‘Thomas  Tomsum  Eanded  his  naturall  Life  Aprell  the 
Tw'enty  6c  five  one  Thousan  Six  hundreth  fifty  6c  five.”  This  date  of  death  is  entered  also  at  Hartford 
with  the  Probate  papers.  Thus  at  only  thirty  eight  years  of  age  he  answered  the  angel’s  call; 

‘‘Then  fell  upon  the  house  a  sudden  gloom, 

A  shadow  on  those  features  fair  and  thin; 

And  softly,  from  that  hushed  and  darkened  room; 

Two  angels  issued,  w'here  but  one  went  in.”  — Longfellow. 


1655,  Dec.  5.  Vol.  II,  p  96  C  C:  ‘‘The  Inventory  of  the  Goods  and  Chatties  of  Thomas  Tomson  of 
farmingtowne  who  made  his  will  and  deceased  Aprill  25th  1655  as  followeth: 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


A  dwelling  how-oe  and  other  out  houses  &  a  house  lott 
70  Akers  of  Land  ....•••• 
in  Com  and  Hay  ....•••• 

4  Cowes  ...•••••• 

3  working  oxen . 

5  young  Cattell 

5  this  yares  Callves 

3  mares  ....••••• 

2  horse  ...•••••• 

3  Colts  of  this  yeare . 

in  swine 

In  tubs  and  other  wooden  vessells  in  ye  hall 

And  such  things  in  ye  parlor . 

Tooles  for  a  Carpenter  and  other  small  Implements  in  ye  Chamber 

Beding  in  the  parlor . 

In  ammunition  ....•••• 

Linnen  in  ye  Chamber . 

Wearing  Cloathes  and  hatts . 

And  for  two  servants  ...•••• 
Eleven  lines  of  other  items . 


£090-^0-00 

140-00-00 

060-00-00 

020-00-00 

024-00-00 

013-10-00 

007-00-00 

042-00-00 

020-00-00 

015-00-00 

010-15-00 

003-00-00 

001-13-00 

005-01-00 

012-00-00 

004-04-00 

016-00-00 

012-15-00 

012-00-00 

040-07-00 


Thomas  Judd 
John  Hartte 


Sum  totum  £549-05-00” 


1656  May.  P  87  Do:  “The  Courte  having  seriously  Considered  the  will  of  Tho  :  Tomson  and  finding 
many  termes  or  expressions  thearin  darke  and  1  ntricate  doe  for  the  prevenssion  of  after  diffcranccs  amongst 
the  Legatees  declare  that  (by  and  bring  up  in  learning  Children)  shall  be  understood  that  the  sonnes  shall 
have  learning  to  write  plainely  and  read  distinctly  in  the  bible.  and  the  daughters  so  to  rcade  and  to  so^^e 
sufficiently  for  the  making  of  theire  one  ordinary  linnen  (by  the  proffits  of  the  two  mares  and  one  Colt 
given  to  Beatrice  and  Mary)  shall  be  understood  thus  that  the  Executrix  and  overseer  shou  d  now  dispose 
of  by  sale  or  otherwise  the  aforesaid  mares  and  Colt  and  whatever  is  produced  by  them,  for  the  best  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  saide  Beatrice  and  Mary  in  theire  just  proportions  all  which  they  are  to  receive  a  just  accot.  of 

at  the  day  of  theire  Respective  Marriage.”  ^  r  u 

The  following  note  is  made  by  the  Court  at  the  same  session  as  above,  but  it  is  entered  right  after  the 
will.  It  indicates  that  sometime  between  Apl.  25,  1655  and  May,  1656,  date  not  known,  Ann  Thompson 
celebrated  her  second  wedding. 


1656  May.  P  96  Do:  “This  Will  explicated  by  the  Court  in  May  Ano  56  as  appeares  by  the  Records  of 
that  Court,  Anthony  Howkins  haveing  married  >”=  Widdow  Tompson  is  appointed  to  administer  to  ^ 
to  husband  ye  Estate  of  Thom  :  Tomson,  He  engageing  himselfe  and  heires  to  y«^  due  Execution  of  y  Will 
according  to  y®  Courts  Explication  of  it,  at  May  Court  (56).” 


16(S8  Aug.  25.  Vol.  49,  p  395  N  E  H  &  G:  From  abstract  of  will  of  Samuel  Thompson,  citizen  and 
stationer  of  London,  probated  Nov.  9th  following,  we  find  this  paragraph:  “  1  give  to  my  nephew  Thomas 
Thompson  twenty  pounds  to  be  paid  at  the  expiration  of  his  indentures  of  Apprenticeship,  or,  if  he  be 
desirous  to  go  over  to  his  mother  to  New  England,  then  at  such  time  as  shall  be  thought  fit  by  my  executor, 
to  whose  care  and  service  I  commit  him  for  the  remainder  of  the  time  of  his  indentures.  To  my  niece 

Beatrice  Thompson  five  pounds.” 

Waters  thinks  this  Samuel  Thompson  is  brother  to  our  Thomas  and  the  facts  agree  very  well.  Nephew 
Thomas  is  now  seventeen  and  he  had  gone  to  England  doubtless  at  the  solicitation  of  his  Uncle  Samuel 
who  was  likely  one  of  the  “two  brothers  in  England”  whom  Thomas  Senior  named  as  overseas  in  his  wi  . 
Beatrice  is  now  Just  past  twenty.  Samuel  Thomson  makes  it  clear  in  his  will  that  he  had  suffered 
from  the  great  London  fire.  This  fire  started  at  1 : 00  A.  M.,  Sept.  2,  1666,  and  raged  for  five  days.  About 
396  acres  of  houses  were  destroyed,  15  city  wards  being  consumed  utterly  and, 8  others  damaged  great  y, 
comprising  400  streets,  13200  private  houses,  88  churches  and  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral  and  4  city  gates. 
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1686,  Sept.  2.  Vol.  IV,  p  122  C  C:  “This  Court  being  informed  that  John  and  Thomas  Thompson  doe 
differ  about  some  Lands  that  were  given  them  by  their  Father  in  his  last  W  ill.  This  court  doe  order  and 
appoint  Capt.  John  Stanly,  Deacon  John  Langton  &  Ensign  Thomas  Heart  to  lay  out  to  them,  the  sd 
lohn  Thompson  and  Thomas  Thompson,  each  of  them,  the  just  proportion  of  the  Land  given  them  by 
their  Father  according  to  their  sd  Fathers  Will,  &  to  deliver  it  to  them  &  cause  it  to  be  recorded  in  their 
Town  Records,  &  the  sd  Thompson  to  pay  them  for  their  pains.” 

CHILDREN 

(first  child  born  at  Hartford;  last  four  born  at  Farmington) 

1.  BEATRICE  bp.  Jan’y  17,  1646/47;  m. - Parker 

They  were  married  before  Oct.  19,  16S0,  when  her  mother’s  inventory  was  taken. 

2.  JOHN  b.  1649;  m.  Oct.  24,  1670,  Mary  Steele  (see  below) 

3.  THOMAS  b.  1651;  m.  a  1679,  Elizabeth  Smith;  he  d.  a  Jan’y,  1705  6,  x  55  she  d.  Dec.  4,  1/27,  a:  74  6  ch 

They  were  of  Farmington;  his  inv’y,  £456'13--05.  Was  36th  on  church  list  of  1679/80,  of  57  heads  of  families. 

4.  MARY  bp.  June  7,  1653;  m.  May  20,  1673,  Samuel  Hawley  7  ch 

They  lived  in  Stratford,  Conn.  He  m  (2)  Patience  and  by  her  htid  5  children. 

5.  ESTHER  b.  lime  17,  1655;  m.  Samuel  Cridley 

She  was  born  posthumously.  They  were  residents  of  Farmington,  and  were  married  before  Oct.  19,  1680. 


JOHN  THOMPSON 

MARY  STEELE 
b.  Dec  5,  1652 
d.  prob.  bef.  1707 


b.  a  1649 

m.  Oct.  24,  1670 
d.  Nov.  21,  1711 
ae  a  62 


1652,  Dec.  5.  Vol.  II,  p  3  back  TV,  Farmington: 
“Mary  Steell  Daughtter  of  Samiwell  Steell  was 
Borne  Desembr  the  fifth  one  thousand  six  huiv 
dredth  fifty  and  two.”  She  was  the  oldest  of  eight 
children.  Farmington  was  then  hardly  ten  years 
old  and  had  borne  its  new  name  but  seven  years. 


1654,  Apl.  2.  Vol.  I,  p  2  C  R:  When  sixteen 
months  old  Mary  was  baptised  by  Rev.  Roger 
Newton  pastor  of  the  Church  which  was  not  quite 
two  months  older  than  she  w'as.  This  is  the  quaint 
record;  “On  that  day  Samuel  Steele  and  his 
daughter  Mary  Steele  about  the  age  of  16  months 
were  joined  to  the  Church.”  Home  instruction 
and  pastoral  care  were  about  all  the  learning  the 
children  received  in  wilderness  days.  Usually  they 
grew  up  quickly  and  married  early,  especially  the 
girls  who  were  scarcer  than  boys  and  in  great 
demand.  So  Mary  married  before  her  eighteenth 
birthday. 

1679/80,  Mch  1.  Vol.  I,  p  16  C  R:  On  the 
Church  list  of  those  “in  full  communion”  she  ap¬ 
pears  with  her  husband  28th  in  the  roll. 

17*07,  Dec.  3.  Vol.  I,  p  42a  L  R:  In  this  deed 


1649.  John  Thompson  was  born  as  early  as 
1649,  for  at  a  session  of  the  General  Court  held  in 
May,  1670  he  was  one  of  those  who  were  “pro¬ 
pounded  for  freemen”  and  so  must  have  been  of 
age.  The  birth  was  probably  at  Farmington  and 
he  was  greatly  favored  by  God-fearing  parents  and 
grandparents.  Religion,  education  and  politics 
were  Rin  very  much  from  the  same  office  of  State 
in  those  days  and  the  struggle  for  religious,  educa¬ 
tional  and  political  freedom  were  even  more  in¬ 
tense  than  in  our  day.  Here  is  a  sample  of  the 
struggle  from  the  Colonial  Records  of  Maryland 
in  this  year  of  1649:  “And  whereas  the  enforcing 
of  the  conscience  in  matters  of  religion  hath  fre¬ 
quently  fallen  out  to  be  of  dangerous  consequences 
in  those  commonwealths  where  it  has  been  prac¬ 
ticed,  and  for  the  more  quiet  and  peaceable  gov¬ 
ernment  of  this  province,  and  the  better  to  pre¬ 
serve  mutual  love  and  amity  among  the  inhabit¬ 
ants,  no  person  within  this  province  professing  to 
believe  in  Jesus  Christ  shall  be  in  any  way 
troubled,  molested,  or  discountenanced  for  his  or 
her  religion,  or  in  the  free  exercise  thereof.” 

1654,  April.  When  John  was  five  years  old,  his 
father  made  his  will  saying,  “  I  give  unto  my  two 
Sons  John  and  Thomas,  the  other  halfe  of  my 
Land,  Houseing,  Barne  and  Orchard,  and  the 
proffits  of  them,  to  be  equally  divided  to  them;” 
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her  husband  distributed  all  his  real  estate  to  the 
boys.  It  is  probable  therefore  that  she  had  died 
before  this.  If  so  she  attained  an  age  probably 
not  far  from  fifty. 

of  Connecticut  Colony.  He  was  just  seven  months  too 
taken  in  October,  1669. 


also,  “  I  give  my  sone  John  a  young  Horse  Colt 
now  two  yeare  old  Apr.  (54).” 

1670,  May  12.  Vol.  Ill,  p2GC;  JohnTompson 
of  Farmington  was  “  propownded  for  freeman 
late  to  appear  on  the  general  census  of  freemen  as 


1670,  Oct.  24.  Vol.  1,  p  J  back  L  R:  In  the  same  year  when  he  was  made  free  the  wedding  bells  ring  at 
Farmington  The  record  reads:  ‘‘John  Thomson  son  of  Thomas  thomson  was  maryed  to  Mar>'  steele  the 
twenty  fowrth  of  October,  1670.”  John  was  21  and  Mary  18.  The  children  could  not  agree  apparently  on 
just  what  quarters  this  new  family  should  have,  hence  John  asked  the  Court  at  Hartford  to  help  him  out 
and  secured  action  as  follows. 


1670  1  Jan’y  4.  Vol.  Ill,  p  105  C  C:  ‘‘Upon  the  motion  of  John  Tompson  that  he  may  have  sett  out 
to  him  some  part  of  His  Fathers  home  Lott  to  Build  upon  together  with  his  parte  of  the  dwelling  house,  the 
court  order  that  Deacon  Tho  :  Judd  and  John  Norton  doe  set  out  to  the  sayd  John  Tompson  the  one  halfc 
of  the  Home  lott  from  the  street  so  farr  as  the  orchayard  goes  the  sayd  John  Tompson  to  have  the  North 
end  of  the  house  &  of  the  Lott  so  farr  as  the  Orchyard  goes.” 


1670  1,  Jan’y  18.  Vol.  I,  p  15  T  V:  The  town  granted  to  sundry  inhabitants  ‘‘Land  in  the  Swamp 
Ivinge  one  the  branches  of  Mattebesit  River”  on  condition  that  it  shall  ‘‘perpetually  and  forever  hearafter 
belonge  to  and  be  a  part  of  Farmington  never  to  be  A  distinkt  peple  from  the  fore  town  without  their  liberty 
and  consent.”  John  Thomson  shared  in  this  distribution  to  the  extent  of  18  acres. 

1673 '4,  Jan’y  8.  Vol.  Ill,  p  366  L  R:  In  ‘‘the  list  of  estates  of  ffarmington  which  ye  common  Lands 
shall  be  devided  by”  John  Thomson  is  listed  9th  among  the  84  proprietors  at  £073'00.  This  is  the  list  of 
72  often  referred  to.  Total  shares  of  the  84  amounted  to  £7, 107-00. 


1673  '4,  Feb’y  26.  Vol.  1 1 1,  p  134  C  C:  Anthony  Hawkins  makes  will  giving  to  son-in-law  John  Thomp¬ 
son  ‘‘  1  firelock  muscat  and  a  back  sord  which  was  his  father’s.” 

1676  77,  Mch.  10.  Vol.  I,  p  51  T  V;  ‘‘For  the  proportioning  of  the  Fence  on  the  West  side  of  the  Great 
Meadow  as  followeth:  begining  by  the  River  at  John  Warners  farme  untill  you  come  to  John  Nortons 
bridge.”  In  this  fence  apportionment  there  were  fifty  six  allotments,  this  being  one:  ”33.  Mr.  Wells  farme 
John  Thomson  Twenty  one  Rod.”  This  shows  that  he  was  now  the  owner  of  his  grandfather  Gov.  Thomas 

Wells’  farm  in  Farmington. 


1678,  Sept.  5.  Vol.  IV,  p  6  C  C:  John  Tompson  is  on  the  jury  of  the  County  Court.  Sixteen  cases  were 
considered  one  of  which  was  that  of  our  Edward  Turner’s  daughter. 

1678,  Dec.  4.  P  9  Do:  John  Thompson  is  witness  to  and  is  appraiser  of  estate  of  Elizabeth  Smith  of 
Farmington;  of  value  £143-04-03. 

1679  80  Mch.  1.  Vol.  I,pl6CR:  “  John  Thompson  &  his  wife”  are  28th  on  the  list  of  42  Farmington 
Church  members  and  wives  who  were  heads  of  families,  and  ‘‘in  full  communion”  with  the  Church. 

1680  May  30.  P  12  Do:  Soon  after  this  date  when  James,  the  fifth  child,  was  born  John  Thompson 
caused  the  following  entry  to  be  made  in  the  Church  records  of  Farmington.  Note  the  five  boys  in  a  row. 
Out  of  eight  children  seven  were  boys: 

“John  Thompson’s  Children:  John  Thompson,  born  December  29,  1671;  Thomas  Thompson,  born 
(June  or]  January  30,  1674;  Samuel  Thompson,  born  December  29,  1676;  Joseph  Thompson,  born  March 
25,  1679;  James  Thompson,  born  May  30,  1680.” 

1680  Dec  25.  Vol.  IV,  p  27  C  C:  John  was  appointed  administrator  with  Samuel  Gridley,  brother-in- 
law  of  his  mother  Ann  Hawkins’  estate.  In  the  settlement  John  as  eldest  son  received  £1248-04  (double 
the 'amount  of  the  other  son)  to  whom,  however,  John  “freely”  allowed  40s  from  his  portion. 
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16S1  2,  March.  P  48  Do:  He  served  on  the  jury  of  the  County  Court.  Likewise  he  served  in  September, 
16S5,  90,  92,  94,  98  and  in  March,  1698,9.  Beginning  with  the  year  1682  and  for  twenty  five  years 
thereafter  we  find  John  Thompson  in  the  practically  continuous  service  of  Town  or  State.  Whether  it  be 
juryman,  grand  levyman,  townsman,  constable,  fencc'Viewer,  rate  maker,  lister,  appraiser  or  committee 
man,  he  was  ever  ready  to  do  his  part  and  he  must  have  done  it  well  to  merit  repeated  re-election  to  these 
various  offices. 

1682,  Dec.  27.  Vol.  I,  p  1  /  TV:  John  Thompson  was  chosen  to  the  office  of  Fence  viewer  and  at  the 
Siime  meeting  he  was  appointed  “to  unight  with  ye  Committye  of  y'  fower  acor  lotts.’’ 

1683,  Dec.  26.  P  21  Do:  “Att  a  Toun  meeting”  John  Thompson  is  one  of  six  to  be  chosen  Rate  makers 
To  this  office  he  was  re-elected  in  1684,  ’86,  ’87,  ’89,  ’90,  ’91  and  1701,  ’02. 

1685,  Aug.  29.  Vol.  IV,  p  1 1 1  C  C:  John  Tompson  complaines  of  Thomas  Tompson  for  reseveing  an 
ox  from  him  when  he  was  driving  him  to  pownd.  The  complaint  being  proved  Thomas  Tompson  is  Judged 
to  pay  a  fine  of  forty  shillings  to  the  County  Treasury.” 

1685,  Sept.  3.  P  109  Do:  John  Tompson  sits  today  on  the  County  Court  jury.  He  was  there  a«ain  in 
Sept.,  1692,  Sept.,  ’94,  Sept.,  ’98,  Mch.,  1698,  99  and  Mch.,  1701  2. 

1686,  Aug.  23.  Vol.  I,  p  32  TV:  “Att  a  Toun  meeting  their  was  chosen  to  make  the  Grand  Levy”  a 
committee  of  four,  John  Thomson  being  one  of  them,  and  for  the  six  years  1686,  1690,  1697,  1698,  1700 
and  1701  he  was  chosen  for  the  same  office. 

1686,  Dec.  27.  P  40  Do:  John  Thompson  is  now  37  and  he  is  elected  to  the  unpopular  office  of  Con¬ 
stable,  but  he  does  not  decline  and  pay  a  fine  as  many  did  in  the  olden  day  for  he  is  re-elected  to  the  office 
in  1687,  1689,  1702,  1703  and  1704. 

1686,  Sept.  2.  Vol.  IV,  p  122  C  C:  John  and  brother  Thomas,  differing  as  to  the  division  of  lands  in- 
hcrit..d  from  father,  are  ordered  by  the  Court  to  pay  a  committee  for  studying  and  settling  the  matter. 

1686,  Nov.  28.  Vol.  V,  p  15  C  C:  He  is  witness  to  the  will  of  our  Mr.  Simon  Wrotham  of  Farmington. 

1687,  Aug.  11.  Vol.  I,p35TV:  On  this  date  and  for  five  years  at  least  he  was  elected  a  Lister- 1687, 
1697,  1698,  1700  and  1701.  Following  is  the  record  of  his  land  in  Farmington  as  owned  between  the  shears 
1687  and  1703. 

1687,  April  25.  Vol.  I,  p  84  L  R:  “Land  in  farmingtowne  belonging  to  John  Thomson  and  his  aighres 
for  e\er.  viz.  one  p  sell  In  the  horn  Loot  with  halfe  the  ould  dwelling  howse  and  other  howsing  therein 
contayning  by  estima  five  Roodes  buting  northerly  &  easterly  on  highwayes  southerly  on  Thomas  Thom¬ 
son  his  land  westerly  on  John  tomson  his  Land,  Thomas  thomson  having  Liberty  to  use  the  uper  well  that 
Is  therin  the  said  Thomas  securing yt  with  a  fence.  ”  There  are  listed  also  2^  acres  “in  the  horn  Lot;”  24 
acres  “in  the  great  Meadow;”  6  acres  “butting  easterly  on  the  River;”  1 1}4  acres  “buting  southerly  on 
ye  Indian’s  Land;”  63'^  acres  “called  Tompson’s  Swamp;”  4  acres  “butting  Easterly  on  Simsbury  high- 
waye;”  “ye  sixth  part  of  seven  score  acres  called  Coxcrunk  bought  Nov.  12,  1696  butting  southerly  on  a 
pallasade  fence  &  a  river;”  the  “47th  lot  abutting  easterly  on  Wethe  sfield  bounds  bought  June  6,  1688;” 

1 17  acres  “in  the  tier  of  lotts  against  Weathersfield,”  bought  July  10,  1702. 

1687,  Dec.  27.  Vol.  I,  p  38  T  V:  “Att  the  same  meeting  there  was  given  to  John  Thompson  six  acors  of 
land  on  the  right  hand  of  Hartford  path.” 

1687/8,  January  17.  P40Do:  He  was  one  of  the  persons  chosen  “  to  statte  the  bounds  of  the  sequestered 
lands,  and  to  run  the  laynes  east,  west,  north  and  south.” 

1689,  Nov.  2.  Vol.  V,  p  47  C  C:  At  age  40,  he  begins  to  be  called  John  Thompson  Senior.  Son  John  is 
now  only  18  years  old.  On  this  date  John  Thompson  Senior  is  witness  to  the  will  of  Joseph  Newell,  son  of 
our  Thomas  Newell  of  Fannington. 

1689,  90,  Mch.  24.  Vol.  I,  p  44  T  V:  “Att  the  same  meeting  their  was  added  Samuell  Gridley  to  John 
Norton  Senior  and  John  Thomson  as  a  comittye  of  the  fower  acor  lotts.” 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


1690,  Nov.  5.  Vol.  V,  p  20  C  C:  The  widow  of  our  Capt.  William  Lewis  of  Farmington  chose  Bevel 
Waters  and  the  children  chose  John  Thompson  “to  make  an  equal  division  as  they  can  to  the  Widow.” 

1690,  about,  (no  date).  P  129  Do:  John  Thomson  Sen’r  is  appraiser  of  the  estate  of  Benjamin  Judd  and 
wife,  £292'15'08.  These  are  Lena  Candee  Bassette’s  ancestors  who,  at  the  age  of  47,  both  died  almost  on 
the  same  day. 

1691,  Dec.  15.  Vol.  I,  p  47  T  V:  “Att  a  towne  mectinge  there  was  chosen  for  a  Committy  to  seete 
parsons  in  the  Meeting  House  Decon  More  and  Insign  Hart  and  John  Thomson  and  Sar.  John  Harte.” 

1691/2,  Feb’y  12.  Vol.  V,  p  126  C  C:  John  Thompson  Sen’r  is  appraiser  of  the  John  North  Sen’r  estate 
of  £224'1 1'OO,  and  on  Jan’y  13,  1695  6  of  the  Joseph  Bird  estate  of  £292'I3'07. 

1692,  Dec.  19.  Vol.  I,  p  49  T  V:  “Att  a  towne  meeting  their  was  chosen  for  Townesmen  Decon  Thomas 
Bull,  John  Thompson  and  Mr.  John  Blacklcach.” 

1693,  Dec.  18.  P  61  Do:  “Att  a  towne  metting  there  was  chosen  for  Townsmen  for  ye  year  ensewing 
John  Tomson,  Left.  Thomas  Heart,  Joseph  Roott.” 

1693/4,  Jan’y  16.  Vol.  I,  p  44  C  R:  “It  was  further  determined,  that  the  two  men  above  said,  viz., 
John  Thompson  and  Samuel  Wadsworth  shall  be  further  employed  and  empowered  to  audit  the  present 
Deacons  accounts  with  the  Church.” 

1696.  Vol.  I,  p  60  T  V:  “Those  that  the  Townsmen  agreed  withall  to  keep  Bulls  for  the  towns  use  acord- 
ing  to  the  towne  act  in  ’96  as  is  followeth:  Mr.  Samuel  Hooker  and  Mr.  Wadsworth,  Ensign  Hart,  Captn 
Hart,  John  Thomson,  Samuel  Newell.” 

1697,  Apl.  14.  Vol.  IV,  p  154  C  C:  “The  names  of  the  Grand  Jury  for  the  year  insueing  for  the  County 
of  Hartford.”  Among  the  15  named  we  find  John  Thomson  of  ffarmington,  and  our  John  Deming  & 
Joseph  Wright  of  Weathersfield.  At  the  same  Court  John  Thompson  was  also  on  the  regular  jury. 

1697,  April  22.  Vol.  I,  p  73  T  V:  “Know  all  men  by  this  present  wrighting  that  I  John  Thompson 
Senr  of  Farmington,  do  agree  with  the  Tounsmen  to  make  and  maintain  the  side  fenc  of  my  House  Lott 
from  the  corner  up  att  the  street  doune  to  the  meddow  gate  fenc  as  it  now  standeth” . 

1697,  Dec.  21.  P  76  Do:  “Att  a  towne  meeting  their  was  chosen  for  Tounsmen  Daniel  Andrus,  Capt. 
Thomas  Hart  and  John  Tomson,  sen^” 

1698,  May  9.  P  78  Do:  “Att  the  same  meeting  the  Towne  made  choyce  of  the  presant  Selectmen  Capt. 
Thomas  Hart,  John  Thomson  senr  and  Daniell  Androus  senr  with  Mr.  John  Hooker  to  offer  20  shillinge 
a  week  in  mony  or  Corn  att  mony  price  with  a  man  to  dispenc  the  Word  unto  us  untill  we  are  otherwise 
provided  for.” 

1698/9,  Feb’y  24.  P  82  Do:  “Att  a  Toun  meeting  the  Toun  by  voatt  declared  that  they  would  give  Mr. 
Joseph  Persons  a  call  to  settle  amongst  us  to  serve  in  the  work  of  the  Ministry  and  the  comittee  chosen  to 
treat  him  about  a  settlement  arc  Left  John  Judd  and  John  Thompson  senr.” 

1701/2,  Jan’y  30.  P  92  Do:  During  the  year  past  there  was  again  a  vacancy  in  the  pastorate  of  the 
Farmington  Church.  Accordingly,  “The  toun  made  Choyce  of  John  Thomson  senr  &  M"^  John  hart  as 
there  Comitty  for  to  indever  the  gaining  a  man  to  preach  to  us  for  the  space  of  half  a  year  as  above  sd.” 

1702,  Dec.  23.  P  96  Do:  “Att  a  town  meeting  the  town  made  Choice  of  John  Thomson  Sen’r  to  be  con¬ 
stable  for  the  yere  insuing  till  another  be  chosen  &  sworne.”  He  was  re-elected  in  1703  and  1704. 

1705, /6,  Jan’y  18.  Vol.  VII,  p  137  P  Ct:  John  Thompson  Sen’r  helps  to  appraise  the  inventory  of 
brother  Thomas  Sen’r,  £456-13-05,  and  4  days  later  is  appointed  guardian  of  Daniel,  minor  son  of  Thomas. 

1706/7,  Mch.  1.  Vol.  Ill,  p  17  L  R:  John  Thomson  Sen’r  “for  divers  good  consiterations  moveing  me,” 
deeds  his  homestead  and  buildings,  “ye  one  halfe  of  it  with  halfe  ye  buildings”  in  immediate  possession  and 
the  other  half  at  the  death  of  the  grantor. 
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1707,  Nov.  29.  Vol.  I,  p  5Ia  L  R:  John  Thomson  Scn’r  gives  to  his  son  John  Junior,  one-half  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-five  acres  of  land  in  Farmington  on  the  easterly  line  between  the  towns  of  Farmington 
and  Wethersfield.  “  It  lyeth  in  ye  devision  against  Wethersfield.” 

1707,  Dec.  3.  P  42a  Do:  In  a  deed  of  this  date  John  Thompson  Sen’r  ”  for  in  consideration  of  parentale 
affections”  conveys  to  his  three  sons  John,  Thomas  and  Samuel,  “all  my  lands  within  the  bounds  of  the 
township  of  ffarmington.”  These  several  deeds  were  in  the  nature  of  a  settlement  of  his  estate  and  were 
given  with  the  idea  that  he  would  make  no  will. 

170S/9,Mch.  1.  Vol.  VH,  p  74  C  C:  John  Tompson  is  on  the  regular  jury.  “Grandjurymen  Summoned 
appointed  and  Sworn  in  this  County  of  Hartford  for  the  year  Ensueing”  are  22  in  number.  John  Tompson 
of  Farmington  is  one  of  these  also  and  so  again  Sept.  7,  1709  and  Mch.  7,  1709,  10. 

1711,  Nov.  21.  Vol.  II,  p  141  L  R:  "John  Thompson  Senr  Departed  his  Natural  life  November  21  In 
ye  year  1711.”  He  was  62  and  he  died  intestate  at  Farmington.  It  is  unfortunate  that  we  have  no  record 
of  his  wife’s  death.  It  is  very  likely  that  she  died  before  the  land  distributions  of  1701. 

171 1,12,  Feb’y  4.  Vol.  VIII,  p  46  P  Ct,  Hartford:  “Administration  is  granted  to  John  Thompson,  son 
of  sd  deed.,  and  Thomas  Hart  Jr.,  Son-in-law.”  In  the  inventory  following  it  is  seen  to  be  made  up  of 
movables  only.  The  land  and  homestead  had  been  given  to  the  boys  before  death. 

1711/12,  March  3.  P  124  Do:  “An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  John  Thomson  Sn^  late  of  Farmingtown 
deceased : 

Impra  Hatt  lO.?,  old  2s,  a  Kndry  Coat  50»,  a  Drug  4  do  35s,  a  vest  24s;  cloak  3£5s,  old  do  6s, 


2  pr  Kersy  breeches  14s . £10-06-00 

A  Great  bible  18s,  psalm  book  30d,  Sermon  book  5s,  Sniall  bible  8*^,  Sermon  books  2‘h  1  listory 

dito  18'! . 01-07-00 

5  old  bags  10»,  a  new  do  4.s,  3  Cows  12/,  a  heifer  27s,  a  bull  25s,  a  black  hor.se  61,  bay  horse  3/, 

10  Sheep  4/ . 28-16-00 

A  swine  25s,  4  do  3/ 4s,  6  do  27s,  14  harrow  tooth  14s,  irons  about  the  cart  25s  ....  07-15-00 

a  Cowbell  5s,  a  hatchett  7s,  16  bush'  &  of  Indian  Corn  21  10*  3d,  about  10  bushls  not  threshed 

30s . 04-12-03 

10  bush'  barley  21,  4  bushls  Sumf  Mislin  10s,  12  bush*  Rye  42s,  27^7  bush’  oats  55s  6d  .  .  07-07-06 

41  other  lines  of  personal  &  household  things . 1 13-17-05 


Jo-SEPU  Hawley  -  Ebenezer  Steel  £174-01-02” 


1712,  Sept.  1.  P  89  Do:  The  Court  extends  the  time  for  filing  the  Administration  account  to  the  first 
Monday  in  March,  1712  13,  which  is  the  last  entry  on  the  Probate  records  regarding  the  Estate. 

1722,Junel2.  P  389  S’th’n  Hist:  The  distribution  of  the  “South  Division”  in  Southington,  as  ordered 
surveyed  in  1672,  was  now  made  to  the  then  84  proprietors  of  Fannington.  Most  of  these  were  now  dead 
but  the  heirs  were  on  hand  for  their  share.  In  this  division  each  lot  was  412  Rods  in  length  E.  &  W.  John 
Thompson  was  assigned  lot  No.  72  which  was  51 rods  in  breadth  and  “contents”  were  131  acres. 

1728,  Dec.  15.  P  391  Do:  The  “Shuttle  Meadow  Division”  was  now  distributed  to  the  same  proprietors 
as  above. 


CHILDREN 

(all  bom  at  Farmington,  Conn.) 

1.  JOHN  b.  Dec.  29,  1671;  m  (1)  Nov.  2,  1699,  Margaret  Orton;  he  d.  a  Oct.,  1741,  ae  70  she  d. 

He  m  (2)  June  18,  1724,  Ruth  Steele.  Second  wife  Ruth  died  same  month  as  husband.  They  lived  at  Farm¬ 
ington;  his  inventory,  £966-02-00. 

2.  DR.  THOMAS  b.  June  30,  1674;  m.  Jan’y  15,  1706/7,  Elizabeth  Cowles;  he  d.  July  17,  1750,  ae  76  she  d. 

Nov.  4,  1727,  ae  57 

He  was  the  resident  physician  of  Farmington. 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


3.  SAMUEL  b.  Dec.  29,  1676;  m.  Feb'y  17,  1706,  7,  Hannali  Lathrop;  he  d.  a  Fcb'y,  1739,40,  a=  64  she  d.  11  ch 

Aug.  2,  1753,  a:  66 

He  was  of  Farmington;  had  inventory  of  £1,361 '07-06.  Wife  Hannah  was  of  Wallingford.  She  m  (2)  Capt. 

Samuel  Parker  of  Coventry,  Ct. 

4.  JOSEPH  b.  Mch.  25,  1679;  he  d.  May  14,  1679,  a;  2  months 

5.  JAMES  b.  May  30,  16S0;  he  was  bp.  May  30,  16S0,  same  day.  Nothing  further  is  known  about  him. 

6.  MARY  bp.  Oct.  1,  1682;  m.  Dec.  17,  1702,  Dea.  Thomas  Hart  (sec  below) 

7.  EBENEZER  b.  Nov.  23,  1684;  he  was  bp.  Dec.  21,  1684.  Nothing  further  is  known  about  him. 

8.  NATHANIEL  bp.  June  16,  16S6.  Nothing  further  is  known  about  him. 

LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Dca.  Tliomas  Hart  b.  1680  m.  Mary  Thompson  b.  1682 

Dca.  Elijah  Hart  b.  1711  m.  Abigail  Goodrich  b.  1714 

Capt.  Jonathan  Eno  b.  1739  m.  Mary  Hart  b.  1744 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassettc  b.  1807  m.  Emclinc  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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THE  TREAT  FAMILY 


JOHN  TROTT  b. -  1458,  1463,  1473  &  1479.  P  13  Treat  Gen  (1S93): 

-  ni. -  During  these  years  John  Trott’s  name  appears 

-  d. -  often  in  the  Taunton  Manor  Rolls.  His  residence 

was  at  Staplegrove  near  Taunton,  Somerset 
County,  England.  The  family  name  was  numer¬ 
ous  in  Somerset,  but  now  is  rare  in  England.  This  is  the  period  when  the  first  Bible  printed  from  type  came 
from  the  press  of  John  Gutenberg  (1460);  when  Luther  was  born  (1483);  when  Savanorola  was  burned 
(1498);  and  America  discovered  by  Columbus  (1492).  Ten  years  of  constant  labor  were  devoted  to  the 
preparation  of  the  Treat  Genealogy  which  covers  some  fifteen  generations  in  England  and  America. 
There  is  great  difficulty  in  going  back  as  far  as  this,  for  it  was  not  until  1538  that  English  law  required 
each  parish  to  keep  registers  of  baptisms,  marriages  and  burials.  Then  many  of  these  were  destroyed  later 
in  the  Commonwealth  period. 


1.  WILLIAM  TROTT  b. 


CHILDREN 

(only  one  given) 
(see  lielow) 


WILLIAM  TROTT 


b. 

d. 


b. 

m. 

d. 


“  1503,  1504  and  1510.  P  13  Do:  The  name  of 

—  William  Trott  is  found  in  these  years  in  the  cal- 

-  endars  of  the  same  parish  and  hundred  of  Staple- 
grove.  This  William  was  probably  son  of  John 
“  above,  who  also  lived  at  Staplegrove.  The  coast  of 

Brazil  was  discovered  in  his  day  (1500).  And  in  1507  the  name  of  America  was  given  to  it,  the  name 
being  later  applied  to  the  whole  Western  Continent.  This  was  done,  it  is  said,  by  some  students  of  geog¬ 
raphy  at  St.  Die,  in  the  Vosges  Mountains,  in  Alsace. 


CHILDREN 

(per  Taunton  Manor  Records) 

1.  WILLIAM  b.  —  — ;  m. - 

His  name  appears  in  the  calenders,  Hull,  now  Bishop’s  Hull,  1554,  1566,  1571,  1576,  1578;  Poundisford,  1567, 
1573,  1575,  1576. 

2.  RICHARD  b. - ;  m.  Joanna - (see  below). 

3.  JOANNA  b.  She  was  of  Staplegrove  in  1542. 

4.  LUCY  b.  She  too  was  of  Staplegrove  in  1542. 

5.  ALICE  b. - ;  m.  June  26,  1552,  Edmond  Morcum 

They  were  married  at  Pitminster.  She  was  of  Staplegrove  in  1542. 

6.  JOHN  b. - ;  m.  Joanna - ;  he  d.  1584  she  d. 

Joanna  survived  her  husband.  He  died  probably  in  Bishop’s  Compton. 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


1510.  P  14  Do:  Richard  Trott  lived  at  Staple- 
grove  according  to  the  Taunton  Manor  Calendar. 
This  shows  also  that  he  had  property  in  1527  and 
1540  at  Otterford  and  in  1534  at  Poundisford. 
The  following  transaction  at  the  close  of  life  in¬ 
dicates  last  residence  at  Poundisford. 

1571.  P  15  Do:  “Poundisford.  Robert  Trotte 
for  1  Messuage  and  half  a  virgate  of  Bondland, 
1  Cottage  with  its  appurtenances,  and  four  acres 
of  Overland  in  the  Tything  of  South  Trendle,  late 
held  by  Hugh  Hollwell,  by  surrender  of  Richard  Trott,  to  be  held  on  the  condition  that  the  said  Robert 
shall  not  sell  or  surrender  the  aforsaid  premisses  nor  any  portion  of  the  same  to  any  alien  person  or  per¬ 
sons  except  to  one  of  the  surname  of  Trotte.” 

Richard’s  life  was  spent  in  the  culminating  period  of  the  Renaissance,  or  revival  of  the  classic  style  of 
art,  under  the  patronage  of  Italy’s  cultured  but  cruel  Medici.  “The  universal  homage  of  three  centuries 
and  the  common  consent  of  critics  have  honored  twelve  paintings  with  the  name  of  ‘The  World’s  Great 
Pictures.’  They  were  all  the  work  of  Italians  in  that  wonderful  epoch  known  as  the  Renaissance.  These 
pictures  are:  Leonardo  da  Vinci’s  ‘Last  Supper’,  Guido  Reni’s  ‘Aurora’  and  ‘Beatrice  Cenci’,  Titian’s 
‘Assumption  of  the  Virgin’,  Murillo’s  ‘Immaculate  Conception’,  Rubens’  ‘Descent  from  the  Cross’,  and 
the  same  subject  by  Volterra,  Corregio’s  ‘Holy  Night’,  Domenichino’s  ‘Last  Communion  of  St.  Jerome’, 
Michael  Angelo’s  ‘Last  judgment’  and  Raphael’s  ‘Sistine  Madonna’  and  ‘Transfiguration’.” 

CHILDREN 

(per  Taunton  Manor  Records) 

1.  JOHN  b. - ;  he  bur.  Oct.  16,  1544.  The  burial  was  at  Pitminster. 

2.  JOHN  b. - ;  m  (1)  Christiana - ;  he  d.  a  1595  she  d. 

He  m  (2)  Agnes - . 

3.  ROBERT  b. - ;  m.  Honor  or  Honora  (see  below) 

4.  WILLIAM  b. - ;  m.  Johane - ;  he  bur.  Mch.  19,  1596  she  d.  ^ 

5.  TAMSEN  b. - ;  m.  May  27,  1583,  Thomas  Parson.  They  were  married  at  Bradford. 

1571-3.  P  15  Do:  Robert  Trott  was,  in  these 
years,  at  Poundisford.  He  was  baptised  probably 
in  the  hamlet  of  Trendle,  now  Trull,  parish  of 
Pitminster,  Somerset,  Eng.,  which  is  about  five 
miles  south  of  Taunton.  He  w'as  communicant  of 
Pitminster  Church.  Trott  is  the  way  the  name  is 
spelled  in  England.  In  1571  the  celebrated  naval 
battle  of  Lepanto  between  the  Turks  and  the 
Papal  forces  was  fought,  1 2,000  Christian  slaves  be¬ 
ing  liberated  by  the  victory  of  the  latter.  This  was 
the  first  decisive  defeat  of  the  Turks  in  the  cam¬ 
paign  by  which  Turkey  in  Europe  was  established. 

1598/99.  P  15  Do:  His  will  was  dated  and 
proved  in  Taunton  fiTe'VII,  No.  105;  but  same  is 
now  lost  or  destroyed. 


ROBERT  TROTT  b. - 

HONOR -  m. - 

b.  -  bur.  Feb’y  16,  1599,  1600 

bur.  Sept.  17,  1627 

1599/1600,  March  4.  P26Do:  Poundisford.  In 
the  Taunton  Manor  Register:  Translation  from 
the  Latin:  “  Richard  Trotte  for  one  Messuage  and 
half  a  Virgate  of  Bondland,  one  Cottage  with  its 
Appurtanances,  and  four  acres  of  overland  in  the 
Tything  of  South  Trendle,  late  held  by  Hugh 
Holwell,  by  surrender  of  Robert  Trotte,  to  be  held 
by  him  under  condition  that  Honora  (Honour) 
relict  of  said  Robert  (Trotte)  have  sold  and  possess 
all  and  every  of  the  Premises  during  her  widow¬ 
hood,  &c.  Given  March  4th  in  the  42d  year  of 


RICHARD  TROTT  b. - 

JOANNA -  m. - 

b.  -  d.  a  1571 

bur.  Aug.  14,  1577 

1577,  Aug.  14.  P  10  Do:  “Joane  Tratt  widow 
buried.”  This  burial  of  Joanna  Trott  took  place 
at  Otterford,  Somerset  County,  England  as  shown 
by  the  St.  Leonard  Church  records. 
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THE  TREAT  FAMILY 

Queen  Elizabeth.  Bondsmen  John  Prist  and  Nich-  1599  1600,  Feb’y  16.  P  9  Do:  “Robard  Tratt 

olas  Dolling.”  This  is  the  same  land  that  was  once  was  bur  the  xvj  th  day  of  iTebruary.”  Such  is  the 
held  by  Robert’s  father  Richard  in  1571.  record  at  Pitminster  Church. 

1627,  Sept.  17.  P  9  Do:  “Honour  Tratt  VVidowe  was  bur  the  xvijth  day  of  September.”  This  record 
is  from  the  parish  register  of  the  Pitminster  Church. 


CHILDREN 

(all  bp.  at  Pitminster) 

1.  ALICE  bp.  Feb’y  4,  1564 

2.  JOHN  bp.  Sept.  10,  1570;  m.  Apl.  24,  1598,  Edith  Priest;  he  bur.  May  7,  1633,  a:  63  she  bur.  Jan'y  18 

1650,51 

3.  MARY  bp.  Feb’y  6,  1575;  m.  Oct.  8,  1597,  Robert  Babb,  widower 

4.  AGNES  bp.  Feb’y  18,  1577;  in.  .Aug.  27,  1598,  John  .Aplin 

In  1598  Richard  Aplin  gave  to  son  John  1  acre  in  “North  part  of  Close  called  Three  acres  in  Tything  of 
South  Fulford;  also  other  houses  and  lands. 

5.  TAMSEN  bp.  May  26,  1581.  This  name  is  short  possibly  for  Thoinasiiie. 

6.  RICHARD  bp.  Aug.  28,  1584;  m.  Apl.  27,  1615,  Alice  Gaylord  (see  below) 


RICHARD  TREAT 

ALICE  GAYLORD 
bp.  May  10,  1594 
d.  aft.  husband 


bp.  Aug.  28,  1584 

m.  Apl.  27,  1615 
d.  a  Feb’y,  1669,  70 
a;  86 


1594,  May  10.  P  26  Do;  The  record  of  baptism 
of  Alice  Gaylord  is  found  in  Pitminster  Church. 
According  to  this  record  she  was  forty  three  years 
old  when  the  family  decided  to  move  to  America. 
Ten  children  had  been  born,  one  had  died,  and  one 
was  a  baby  in  arms  if  they  actually  did  move  in 
the  summer  or  fall  of  1637.  She  was  a  mother  of 
vision  and  of  understanding,  and  probably  of 
abounding  health,  to  have  succeeded  so  well  in 
helping  to  conquer  the  wilderness  at  such  time  of 
life  and  with  so  many  young  children. 


“O  wondrous  power!  how  little  understood,  - 
Entrusted  to  the  mother’s  mind  alone. 

To  fashion  genius,  form  the  soul  for  good. 
Inspire  a  West,  or  train  a  Washington.” 


She  was  j'ust  such  a  mother,  as  proved  by  all  her 
children,  not  the  least  of  whom  was  son  Robert 
who  founded  a  great  city  and  who  served  his  St^e 
as  Governor  and  Deputy  Governor  for  thirty-two 
years  in  continuous  service. 

1658,  Aug.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  161  Stiles:  Alice  Treat 
is  among  the  1 1  church  members  who  with  38 
members  of  the  Society  petition  the  Gcn’l  Court 
for  the  ousting  of  Rev.  Mr.  Russell,  minister  at 


1584,  Aug.  28.  P  9  Do:  “Richard  trott  son  of 
Robart  trott  was  Bapt  the  xxviijth  Day  of  Aug.” 
This  baptism  took  place  in  the  Church  of  St. 
Andrew  &  St.  Mary  at  Pitminster,  in  the  hamlet 
of  So.  Trcndle,  Somerset,  Eng.  This  is  now  Trull 
parish. 

1615,  Apl.  27.  P  9  Do:  “Richard  Trett  was 
mar.  to  Alice  Gaylard  the  xxvij  day  of  April.” 
This  is  the  record  in  the  register  of  the  Church  at 
Pitminster.  Richard  is  now  31  and  .Alice  but  21, 
and  both  were  of  this  town. 

A  brass  tablet  in  the  Church  reads  as  follows: 
“In  memory  of  Richard  Treat,  alias  Trott,  bap^ 
tised  in  this  church  Aug.  23,  1584,  who  emigrated 
to  New  England  with  his  family  in  1637  and  was 
created  one  of  the  Patentees  of  the  Charter  of 
Connecticut  by  King  Charles  II  1662.  His  son 
Robert  Treat  was  baptised  Feb’y  25,  1624,  and 
was  Deputy  Governor  and  Governor  of  the  Colony 
for  30  yrs.  This  Brass  was  erected  in  1902  by  their 
descendant,  John  Harvey  Treat  of  America.”  The 
following  record  shows  Richard  Treat  to  have  been 
a  man  of  high  standing  and  influence  in  church, 
town  and  colony.  The  name  has  been  extinct  in 
Wethersfield  for  many  years  but  it  is  a  name  of 
standing  and  influence  elsewhere  in  America. 

1637.  Vol.  I,  p31  Stiles:  According  to  the  Brass 
Tablet  above,  which  is  in  harmony  with  Stiles, 
Richard  Treat  arrived  with  his  family  in  Wethers^ 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


Wethersfield,  Conn.,  for  cause.  Her  husband 
signed,  also,  but  not  as  church  member. 

166S;  9,  Feb’y  13.  Her  husband  in  his  will  says: 
"  I  give  to  my  wife  Alis  Treat  all  the  lands  of  what 
kind  soever  1  stand  possessed  of  within  ye  bounds 
of  Wethersfield,”  also  “ye  Dwelling  howse  that  I 
formerly  lived  in”  and  many  other  lands  and  items 
as  per  the  first  half  of  the  will.  He  died  just  a  year 
from  now,  but  she  lived  after  him,  yet  no  record 
exists  to  show  how  long. 


field,  Connecticut  as  early  as  this  year  of  1637.  If 
so  Richard  is  now  fifty  three  years  of  age  and  he 
has  with  him  his  wife  and  nine  children.  Savage 
says  there  is  no  trace  of  him  in  Massachusetts. 
One  report  says  he  made  a  short  stay  at  Milford. 
Conn.,  before  arriving  at  Wethersfield.  There 
seems  to  be  nothing,  however,  to  substantiate  this 
claim.  The  earliest  known  date  in  America,  in 
which  he  figures,  is  the  1641  land  date  below,  while 
the  Milford  claim  is  based  on  an  assumption  that 
his  son  Robert  was  in  Milford  as  early  as  1639,  he 
being  then  one  of  the  committee  to  divide  the  lands  to  the  first  settlers.  The  claim  becomes  absurd, 
since  Robert  was  only  fourteen  years  old  then,  and  no  one  would  think  of  placing  a  boy  of  that 
age  in  such  an  official  position.  Robert  did  in  fact  go  early  to  Milford  but  his  name  was  probably  not 
entered  till  later  -  when  he  was  of  age.  It  was  frequently  the  case  in  those  days  for  the  town  clerk  to 
start  a  list  of  proprietors  and  then  leave  a  space  for  the  addition  of  new  arrivals  over  the  next  few  years. 
The  fact  is  that  Robt  Treat  was  living  in  Wethersfield  as  late  as  Sept.  26,  1647  when  he  was  appointed 
on  a  committee  of  the  town  to  make  a  rate  to  raise  £25  to  cover  a  town  debt.  Though  the  first  known 
record  of  Richard  Treat  in  America  is  dated  1641,  he  must  have  been  here  earlier  if  our  belief  that  his 
daughter  Honor  married  John  Deming  in  Wethersfield  is  correct.  Allowing  that  Honor’s  son  John  Doming 
2^  was  born  in  1638  it  would  make  him  only  19  years  old  when  he  married  in  1657.  On  this  showing  we 
are  inclined  to  let  the  1637  date  of  arrival  stand. 


1641,  Sept.  6.  Vol.  1,  p  1 18  L  R,  Wethersfield:  “The  7'^  month  &  6''‘  Dale  1641.”  Here  w'e  find  recorded 
the  house  lot  and  homestead  which  Richard  Treat  bought  of  John  Whitmore,  who  sells  because  he  is 
moving  to  Stamford,  Ct.:  “One  peece  whereon  his  howse  &  barne  standeth  con:  twelve  acor  on  halfe 
more  or  lesse  the  ends  abutt  against  the  comon  or  landing  place  &  pte  against  the  house  lott  of  W"*  Butler 
late  Ro:  Bates  his  house  lott  west  &  the  mea:  of  flfran:  Norton  east  the  sid  against  the  lands  of  W"*  Butler 
Tho:  Curtice  North  &  the  lands  of  Tho:Whitmore  ffran:  Norton  M"  Denton  John  Jessop  d’  Tho:Colman 
South.” 

At  the  same  time  he  also  bought  of  John  Whitmore  eight  other  pieces  of  land  in  the  Beaver  Meadow, 
Wet  Swamp,  Dry  Swamp,  West  Field,  Pennywise  and  on  the  east  side  of  the  Connecticut  River,  all  in 
Wethersfield.  The  above  home  lot  was  recorded  to  Whitmore  on  the  5''*  of  April  1641,  only  five  months 
earlier  than  when  recorded  to  Richard  Treat  [Vol.  I,  p  213]. 

1641,  Nov.  28.  P  119  Do:  Richard  Treat  buys  from  Thurston  Rayner  the  latter’s  homestead  of  four 
acres  on  the  west  side  of  Broad  street  and  six  other  parcels  of  land,  aggregating  four  hundred  and  thirty 
nine  acres.  This  is  the  “farm  of  Magog”  property,  or  a  part  of  it,  as  referred  to  in  his  will.  It  was  long 
known  in  Weathersfield  as  the  Treat  Farm.  These  are  a  part  of  the  Naubuc  farms  which  consisted  of  lands 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Connecticut  River,  which  later  became  the  town  of  Glastonbury.  This  big  farm, 
together  with  the  previous  purchase,  and  the  purchase  below  of  1643  aggregate,  it  is  said,  as  much  as  900 
acres  and  they  rank  Richard  Treat  as  one  of  the  richest  men  in  the  Colony.  Real  Estate  transactions  of 
such  magnitude  were  rare  in  that  day.  He  was  greatly  respected  by  his  townspeople,  and  by  the  Colony. 
He  always  bore  the  title  “Mr.,”  while  in  this  early  period  there  were  but  four  in  Weathersfield  to  be  so 
honored.  Richard  Treat  was  busily  engaged  in  the  affairs  of  State  almost  up  to  the  close  of  life.  For 
twenty  one  years  he  was  either  a  deputy  or  an  assistant  at  the  General  Court,  while  town  and  church 
duties  as  well  were  carried  by  him  in  full  measure.  He  is  one  of  the  nineteen  men  to  be  named  in  the  famous 
King  Charles  charter  to  Connecticut. 

In  a  record  on  the  same  page,  without  date,  Richard  Treat  deeds  to  son  Richard,  who  would  be  21  in 
1644,  lands  at  Noyake,  now  a  part  of  Glastonbury.  The  tract  fronted  on  the  river  310  rods  or  nearly  a 
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mile.  Part  of  the  above  homestead  of  Thurston  Rayner  and  that  of  Samuel  Hubbard  had  been  transferred 
prior  to  Feb’y  28,  1656  to  Richard  Treat  Junior,  who  later  sold  them  to  Thomas  Colman. 

1642,  Sept.  29.  \  ol.  I,  p  4S  G  C  ;  The  General  Gourt  puts  Rich;Trotte  on  committee  of  seven,  he  being 
one  of  two  for  Wethersfield,  to  see  that  no  calves  are  killed  in  the  town  without  their  permission,  “that 
the  Country  may  be  better  enabled  to  kill  yearely  some  Beves  for  supply  of  Leather.” 

1642,  Oct.  14.  P  91  Do:  “In  the  ac.  of  Richard  Trott  and  Samuell  Smith  agt.  John  Plum  deft,  the 
Jury  find  for  the  pis.  Damages  15s.  Costs  viijs.  ijd.  E.xccution  Granted.” 

1642,  Dec.  1.  P  90  Do:  The  General  Court  puts  Mr.  Trott  on  committee  of  seven  headed  by  Gov. 
Willis  to  “take  the  accoumpt  of  what  the  severall  Townes  will  disburse  toward  the  building  of  a  Shippe”, 
and  if  they  “find  yt  phesable”,  to  go  ahead  with  the  work. 

1643,  June  15.  P  106  Do:  This  is  the  first  record  of  jury  service  by  “Mr.  Trotte.”  He  is  chosen  for 
the  jury  at  least  five  times  up  to  Dec.  28,  1648,  the  service  being  in  “the  Perticular  Court.” 

1643,  Sept.  15.  P  1 12  Do:  Mr.  Trott  sits  on  the  Grand  Jury  of  fifteen  men,  our  Nathaniel  Foote  being 
on  the  same  jury.  In  this  same  month  much  larger  political  events  than  jury  service  were  shaping;  Com' 
missioners  from  all  the  New  England  Colonies  were  holding  their  first  meeting  in  Boston  with  Gov.  John 
Winthrop  as  President  -  forerunner  ultimately  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

1643,  Oct.  27.  Vol.  1,  p  121  L  R:  Richard  Treat  buys  the  homestead  and  other  lands  of  Matthew 
Mitchell  of  Wethersfield,  comprising  two  hundred  and  thirty  acres  in  ten  different  pieces.  In  fact  he 
bought  two  homesteads  of  Mathew  Mitchell,  both  having  dwelling  houses  and  farms  attached;  one  on 
the  east  side  and  the  other  on  the  west  side  of  Broad  street. 

1644,  April.  Vol.  1,  p  140  G  C:  Mr.  Trott  is  now  elected  deputy  to  the  General  Court  from  Wethers- 
field;  and  for  fourteen  years  consecutively  he  was  re-elected  to  the  oflice  by  the  electorate.  During  this 
time  he  was  recorded  as  present  at  sixty  seven  sessions  of  the  Court.  He  hardly  missed  a  session  -  a 
splendid  testimonial  to  his  devotion  to  the  State  as  well  as  a  tribute  to  his  strength  of  body,  for  during 
this  period  he  ranged  from  sixty  to  seventy  four  years  of  age.  For  the  next  eight  years  (1658-1666)  he 
was  a  majistrate  or  assistant  (first  name  for  senator).  In  those  days  the  Majistrates  constituted  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  in  addition  to  being  a  part  of  the  legislature,  and  “only  the  leading  men  of 
their  times”  were  appointed  thereto. 

1644,  Oct.  25.  P  129  Do:  The  Court  names  committees  of  two  each  for  Hartford,  Wyndsor,  Wethers¬ 
field,  Stratford,  Uncowaue  and  Southampton.  Mr.  Trott  and  our  Mr.  Welles  were  the  Committee  for 
Wethersfield:  “to  demand  what  every  family  will  give”  to  send  “poor  scollers”  to  Harvard  College,  and 
this  to  continue  yearly  at  the  discretion  of  the  Commissioners  [of  the  United  Colonies]. 

1644,  Nov.  20.  P  461  Do:  Richard  Tratte  helps  to  appraise  the  estate  of  our  Nathaniel  Foote.  From 
this  time  up  to  Apl.  20,  1665  his  name  is  in  the  probate  records  as  appraiser,  administrator  or  aw'arder  in 
connection  with  at  least  7  estates. 

1644/5,  Mch.  5.  P  138  Do:  “In  the  action  of  Ed:Elmor  and  Nath: Willett,  plant’s,  against  Rich: 
Trott  defen‘,  the  Jury  find  for  the  pfi*  six  pounde,  eleaven  shillings  and  sixe  pence  damages  and  costs  of 
Court.”  (Record  does  not  state  the  cause  of  the  action.) 

1649,  Dec.  28.  Vol.  I,  p  35  T  V,  Wethersfield:  “Mr.  Trot  Sam:  Smith  senior  &  Nath.  Dickinson  were 
chosen  committee  to  assign  seats  in  the  meeting  house  to  the  members.” 

1649/50,  Mch.  7.  Vol.  II,  p  1  C  C:  At  this  opening  session  of  the  County  Court  Mr.  Trott  is  on  the 
Grand  Jury.  He  appears  again  on  May  15,  1650.  In  1658  when  elected  a  .Magistrate  Mr.  Treat  repeatedly 
sat  upon  the  bench  in  this  County  Court,  same  as  he  did  in  the  General  Court,  as  appears  later. 

1652/3,  Feb’y  23.  Vol.  1 1,  p  23  G  C:  “  Wethersfeild  having  presented  Rich:Trott  to  bee  chosen  Ensigne 
to  the  trained  band  in  that  town,  this  Courte  declares  that  they  approve  of  the  choyse  di  conferme  him  in 
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that  place.”  Some  writers  have  given  this  title  of  Ensign  to  the  elder  Richard  Treat;  but  if  this  is  based 
on  the  above  record  we  hardly  think  it  practical,  for  it  would  suit  the  30  year  old  Richard  Junior  much 
better  than  the  69  year  old  Richard  Senior.  Again  on  Mch.  1 1,  1657  8  Richard  Treat  is  made  ‘‘Corporall 
of  the  Troopers”,  an  office  very  suitable  to  one  of  35  years  rather  than  one  of  74. 

1653,  April.  Vol.  I,  p  41  T  V,  Wethersfield:  The  town  grants  to  Richard  Treat  as  an  addition  to  his 
farm  on  “ye  East  side  of  ye  great  River”  a  tract  of  pine  land,  the  full  width  of  his  farm  and  extending 
eastward  3  miles.  Hollister  says,  “Richard  Treat  daily  crossed  the  Connecticut  river  in  a  boat,  and  lent 
his  strong  muscles  to  the  task  of  breaking  up  the  fallow  land  of  Glastenbury.” 

1653/4,  Feb’y  17.  P  26  Do:  Both  on  this  date  and  on  Feb’y  24,  1654,  5  “Mr.  Trot  is  chosen  a  towns¬ 
man  to  order  the  towns  Occasions,  this  office  being  equivalent  to  selectman.  And  since  he  made  agree¬ 
ments  for  the  towne  before  this  it  is  likely  that  he  was  a  townsman  at  least  as  early  as  1647.  He°was 
chosen  again  in  1657  and  in  1660. 

1653/4,  Mch.  8.  P  35  Do:  “We  also  concluded  that  the  line  betwixt  Mattabeset  and  us  shalbe  Rund 
sometime  of  this  month;  and  the  Townsmen  and  Richard  Trot,  or  James,”  et  al,  “shall  attend  the 
worke”  .... 

1657/8,  Feb’y  26.  P  53  Do:  “The  Constables  for  this  yere  chosen  are  Richard  Trott  and  Gorge 
Wolcoote.”  Richard  Jr.  is  old  enough  for  this  job  now.  Was  it  Sen’r  or  Jun’r? 

1657/8,  Mch.  11.  Vol.  lI,p92GC:  Mr.  Treat  Senior  of  Weathersfeild  is  among  the  deputies  nominated 
to  be  majistrates  “in  this  Jurisdiction.”  He  was  elected  and  from  this  time  up  to  Oct.  12,  1665  he  was 
elected  assistant  or  Majistrate  eight  times,  attending  in  the  interval  no  less  than  twenty  six  sessions  of 
the  Court,  or  practically  all  of  them.  At  the  session  of  March  11,  1662/3,  the  Majistrates  are  first  called 
Assistants  and  the  General  Court  first  called  General  Assembly.  At  the  time  of  his  last  election  in  1665 
Richard  Treat  was  eighty  one  years  old. 

1658,  Apl.  16.  Vol.  I,  p  53  T  V:  At  a  town  meeting  it  “was  voated  that  sixe  men  should  be  chousen 
to  tret  with  M"  Russel  to  nowe  wether  he  doth  intend  to  remove  from  us  or  taray  with  us,  Mr.  Trat, 
M’’  Hollester,  John  Demon,  Tho:  Curtis,  Tho:  Standish,  Sam  Boreman  and  so  to  returne  ansuer  to  the 
toune.” 

1658,  Aug.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  161  Stiles:  Richard  Treat,  non  church  member,  with  wife  Alice  who  is  church 
member,  including  our  John  Deming  Sen.,  and  our  Thomas  and  Margaret  Wright  Sen.,  church  members, 
and  Thomas  Wright  Jr.  and  Michael  Griswold,  not  church  members,  (in  all  11  members  and  38  non 
members)  petition  the  General  Court  against  Rev.  Mr.  Russell  who  had  in  1656  privately  excommunicated 
Treat’s  son-in-law  Lt.  John  Hollister  for  severely  criticising  the  minister  for  his  testimony  in  a  law-suit. 

1658/9,  fvlarch  9.  Vol.  II,  p  108  G  C:  At  Court,  Mr.  Treat,  Mr.  Hollister  (his  son-in-law)  and  our  Jo: 
Demant  report  that  they  are  desirous  to  find  a  way  to  compose  their  differences  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Russell. 
The  Court  hopes  their  “sad  differences”  may  be  overcome.  It  is  evident  that  this  conciliatory  effort  did 
not  wholly  succeed  for  later  in  the  year  we  find  Mr.  Treat  purchasing  the  Rev.  Mr.  Russell’s  property 
on  the  latter’s  removal  to  Hadley,  Mass.  Moreover,  during  this  same  month  of  March,  the  town  takes 
action  as  below  looking  to  the  securing  of  a  new  minister. 

1658/9,  Mch.  24.  Vol.  I,  p  77  T  V:  “Mr.  Trott  was  appointed  on  Committee”  of  five  to  procure  “a 
setled  and  an  aproved  minister.”  He  was  chosen  again  for  similar  service  in  Sept.,  1663;  July,  1664  and 
Sept.,  1667. 

1659,  May  19.  Vol.  II,  p  1 14  G  C:  “Its  desired  by  this  Court,  That  ye  Gov'nor,  Mr.  Willis,  Mr.  Allyn, 
Mr.  Trot,  Mr.  Brewester,  doe  assist  each  other  in  keeping  Court  at  N:  London,  on  ye  first  day  of  June, 
to  transact  such  occasions  as  are  necessary  and  shalbe  p'^sented  unto  them.” 

1659,  May  20.  Vol.  I,  p  59  T  V:  It  was  voted  that  “whereby  the  towne  is  wholly  destitute  that  Mr. 
Treate  Jo  Deminge  &  Mr.  Sam  Welles  should  procure  if  they  can  a  mim’ster  to  preach  to  us  till  wee  can 
procure  one  of  our  owne.” 
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1659,  Sept.  17.  \oI.  2,  p  IS  L  R:  Richard  Treat  buys  of  the  Rev.  John  Russell,  on  the  latter’s  removal 
to  Hadley,  his  homestead  in  Wethersfield  with  three  acres  of  land,  the  south  side  beintr  “against  the  home 
lot  of  Mr  Rich  Treat.” 

1660,  Oct.  4.  Vol.  1 1,  p  131  G  C;  A  committee  made  up  of  a  Magistrate  and  Deputy  from  each  of  the 
three  towns,  Hartford,  Windsor  and  Wethersfield,  with  John  Hart  of  Farmington,  was  appointed  to  view 
and  dispose  of  the  lands  for  a  plantation  at  ”30  Miles  Island,”  now  Haddam,  “and  dispose  of  it  as  may  be 
most  sutable.”  Mr.  Treat  Sen’’  was  the  Magistrate  from  Wethersfield. 

1660/1,  Feb’y  26.  Vol.  1,  p  69  T  V;  “At  a  towne  meting  ther  was  chosen  a  commity  Mr.  Treat  sen'' 
and  John  Lattamore  and  William  Gudrich  and  John  Deming  senr  to  p’vid  a  house  sofisient  for  Mr. 
Cotton.” 

1660  1,  Mch.  14.  \^ol.  II,  p  138  G  C:  The  General  Court  prepares  a  petition  to  the  Crown  for  a  charter 
for  the  Connecticut  Colony,  the  motion  declaring:  “It  is  our  duty  and  very  necessary  to  make  a  speedv 
address  to  his  Sacred  iMaiesty,  our  Soveraigne  Lord  Charles  the  Second,  King  of  England,  Scotland, 
France  and  Ireland,  to  acknowledge  our  loyalty  and  allegiance  to  his  highness,  hereby  declareing  and 
professing  ourselves,  all  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  to  be  his  Highnes  loyall  and  faythful  su^ects. 
And  doe  further  conclude  it  necessary  that  we  should  humbly  petition  his  Maiesty  for  grace  and  favour, 
and  for  y'  continuance  and  confirmation  of  such  privilidges  and  liberties  as  are  necessary  for  the  com^ 
fortable  and  peaceable  settlement  of  this  Colony.”  This  resulted  in  the  Royal  charter  of  1662  in  which 
Richard  Treat  is  named. 

1661,  Dec.  5.  Vol.  II,  p  166  C  C:  The  Court  assigns  to  Richard  Treat  Sen’r,  one  Joseph  Gennings  to 
be  apprentice  for  ten  years.  “Then  the  Boy  is  to  be  paid  £10  and  well  apparrelled.” 

1661/2,  Mch.  6.  P  167  Do:  “Capt.  Pynchon  and  Richard  Treat  compound  the  Court  remits  whats 
due  to  ye  Countrey.” 

1662,  Apl.  23.  Vol.  II,  p  164  G  C:  Here  we  find  the  minutes  of  the  General  Court  referring  to  the 
King  Charles  Charter  as  having  been  “read  to  ye  Freemen  and  declared  to  belong  to  them  and  their 
successors.”  Richard  Treat  is  one  of  the  nineteen  citizens  named  as  trustees  in  this  Charter.  Among 
the  nineteen  also  are  two  of  his  sonsdivlaw,  our  John  Deming  and  Matthew  Campfield.  We  find  also 
our  Thomas  Welles  and  Anthony  Hawkins.  In  the  same  document  Richard  Treat  is  named  as  one  of  the 
first  Assistants  to  serve  thereunder.  This  is  the  famous  paper  which  the  royal  Governor  Andros  tried  to 
recall  in  1688  but  which  the  doughty  colonists  refused  to  deliver  and  instead,  for  safe  keeping,  hid  in  the 
Charter  Oak  tree. 

1662,  Oct.  15.  Vol.  II,  p  182  C  C:  Mr.  Treat  sat  as  Magistrate  at  the  trial  of  Nathanial  Greensmith 
and  his  wife  Rebecca  for  witchcraft;  and  our  Edward  Griswold  was  on  the  Jury  which  found  them  guilty 
and  worthy  of  death.  This  witchcraft  delusion  which  overspread  Europe  heavily,  and  to  a  much  lighter 
degree,  America,  is  more  fully  referred  to,  under  1650  data,  under  the  Welles  family. 

1663,  Sept.  12.  Vol.  I,  p  77  T  V:  Mr.  Richard  Treat  Senr  is  appointed  one  of  a  committee  of  two  to 
secure  a  minister  for  the  C.iurch  of  Wethersfield.  In  1658  he  is  recorded  as  a  non-church  member.  Prob¬ 
ably  he  is  still  such,  but  that  he  was  a  strong  supporter  is  shown  by  this  confidence  in  his  judgment. 

1663,  Dec.  17.  Vol.  II,  p71I  Stiles:  On  this  date  and  on  July  1,  1664  Mr.  Treat  appears  as  a  member 
of  Governor  Winthrop’s  council.  Savage  says  that  about  this  time  he  removed  to  Milford,  but  only,  as 
he  supposes,  to  establish  his  son  Robert  there.  Robert  had  in  fact  been  in  Milford  for  ten  or  fifteen  years 
by  this  time,  hence  there  was  another  reason,  if  he  went.  Moreover  there  is  no  break  in  the  Wethersfield 
record.  Probably  the  report  comes  from  the  other  unfounded  claim  that  Richard  w'as  in  Milford  first 
before  coming  to  Wethersfield. 

1664,  April  2.  Vol.  IX,  pp  59-61  M  H  S  C,  5th  Ser:  At  “a  Councill  consisting  of  the  Assistants  here 
on  the  river  ....  to  act  in  emerge  occasions  that  concerne  ye  welfare  of  this  colony,”  Richard  Treat 
was  one  of  the  Assistants  present. 
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1664,  May  30.  F  227  Goodwin  Gen  Notes  (1856):  “This  may  certify  whom  it  may  concern,  that 
Anthony  Elcock,  master  of  the  vessel  called  The  Beginning,  being  bound  for  New  Haven,  but  mis- 
carrying  in  the  matter,  doth  protest  against  tnc  seas  as  being  the  cause.  Richard  Treate.” 

1664,July  21.  Vol.  I,  p8i  TV:  Mr.  Treat  Sen’r  is  named  one  of  four  “to  provide  a  minister  untill  ther 
be  a  minister  seteled  amungst  us.” 

1664,  Sept.  28.  Vol.  II,  p  112  L  R:  Richard  Treat  Sen.,  “in  consideration  of  the  fatherly  love  and 
natarall  affection  which  1  have  and  bare  unto  my  beloved  Sonn  James  Treat  of  Wethersfield  ”  conveys 
to  said  James  seven  pieces  of  land  in  Wethersfield.  The  first  was  a  home  lot  of  three  acres  with  a  dwelling 
house  and  barn  thereon  on  Broad  St.,  S  E,  John  Riley  S  W,  Rose  Lane  N  and  Richard  Treat  N  E  The 
second  piece  was  a  home  lot  of  3i-  acres  bounded  N  W  on  Broad  St.  and  N  E  on  the  way  to  the  plain  The 
other  pieces  aggregating  214}  acres  were  located  at  “Fill  Barne”  and  “Send  Home”  in  the  Great  Meadow 
the  Long  Row  in  Dry  Swamp,  the  west  Field  and  Mile  Meadow.  The  title  was  not  to  take  effect  till  after 
the  death  of  grantor  and  his  wife.  This  was  witnessed  by  Hugh  Welles  and  Alee  Treat. 

1665,  April  20.  Vol.  Ill,  p  14  C  G:  Pvichard  Treat  is  an  appraiser  of  the  estate  of  his  son-in-law  Lieut. 
John  Hollister  of  Wethersfield,  whose  inventory  totalled  £1,642-02-06. 

1665,  April  20.  Vol.  II,  p  204  G  C:  This  is  the  last  day  on  which  Richard  Treat  appears  as  an  assistant. 
Now  at  the  age  of  eighty  one  he  could  well  leave  the  job  for  younger  shoulders.  This  happens  to  be  the 
same  day  as  that  of  the  appraised  job  above. 

1666,  May  17.  P  148  Treat  Gen:  This  is  the  date  when  the  city  of  Newark,  New  Jersey  was  founded 
by  Richards  son  Robert  who  headed  a  party  of  Connecticut  men  who  had  bought  the  Indian  rights. 
The  writer  was  there  in  1916  when  the  250th  anniversary  was  celebrated  by  the  city,  stopping  at  the  new 
Robert  Treat  hotel  so  named  in  the  son’s  honor.  The  celebration  lasted  all  summer.  Robert  Treat  did 
not  locate  in  Newark,  however,  permanently.  He  returned  to  his  native  town  and  was  signally  honored 
by  the  State  of  Connecticut  with  the  longest  continuous  term  of  governor  and  deputy  governor  in  its 
history.  He  held  these  two  offices  for  thirty  two  years  as  follows:  Deputy  Governor  1676-1683,  7  years; 
Governor  1683-1698,  15  years;  Deputy  Governor  1698-1708,  10  years.  His  tenn  was  historic  in  that  it 
covered  the  period  when  the  state  reported  to  the  Crown  Governor  Andros. 

1668/9,  Feb’y  13.  Vol.  I II,  p  72  C  C:  “The  last  Will  &  Testament  of  Richard  Treat,  Sen.  of  Wethers¬ 
field,  Collonie  of  Connecticutt.  Imprimis  I  being  week  and  infirme  of  body  but  of  sound  understanding 
and  of  competent  memory  doe  resigne  my  soull  to  the  lord  hoping  to  be  Justified  &.  saved  by  the  merrit 
of  Christ  and  my  body  to  be  buried. 

Item.  I  give  to  my  wife  Alis  Treat,  after  my  decease,  all  the  lands  of  what  kinde  soever  I  stand 
possessed  of,  within  ye  bounds  of  Wethersfield,  and  five  acres  of  land  lying  in  the  dry  swamp,  of  wch  1 
have  improved  and  prpared  for  use,  lying  next  my  son  James  his  land.  Item.  One  peece  of  meddow  lying 
in  the  great  meddow  comonly  called  by  the  name  of  send  home.  Item.  The  one  halfe  or  eight  acres  next 
home  of  that  peece  of  meddow  comonly  cald  Filbarne.  Item.  The  home  lotte  by  the  plaine  land  side. 
Item.  Ye  dwelling  howse  that  I  formerly  lived  in,  with  Convenient  yeard  room,  and  that  end  of  ye  barne 
on  ye  side  the  threshing  flowre  next  the  dwelling,  with  one  halfe  of  that  lotte  belonging  to  ye  said  dwelling 
house  lyeing  next  his  son  Richards  howse  &  lotte,  e.xcept  my  wife  &  son  James  shall  agree  otherwise. 
Item.  All  my  pasture  land  fenced  in,  beyond  my  Daughter  Hollisters  lotte.  Item.  The  use  of  two  of  my 
best  Cowes,  wch  shee  shall  chuse,  wch  if  they  shall  continue  &  Stand  longer  than  my  loveing  wife  liveth, 
they  shall  be  my  eldest  sone  Richard  Treats.  Item.  I  give  to  my  wife  the  Handing  bed,  bedding,  bedsted, 
wth  all  the  furniture  thereto  belonging,  with  the  use  of  so  much  of  the  household  goods  during  her  life 
time  as  shee  shall  judge  needfull  for  her  comfort,  of  what  sort  soever. 

Item.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  eldest  son,  Richard  Treat,  the  full  possession  &  Confermation  of 
the  farme  of  Magog,  wth  all  ye  Respective  priveledges  thereto  belonging,  with  three  of  my  youngest 
Heifers. 

“Item.  I  give  to  my  second  sonne,  Robert  Treat,  ten  pounds. 
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THE  TREAT  FAMILY 

”  Item.  1  give  to  my  youngest  son,  James  Treat,  besides  the  lands  already  made  over  to  him,  my  Mill 
&  grinding  stone,  fann  Timber  chaine,  Stilyeards,  and  my  litlc  bible. 

“Item.  I  give  to  my  sonn-imlaw,  Matthew  Canfield,  twentie  pounds  for  that  wch  is  remaining  of  his 
portion. 

“  Item.  I  give  to  my  daughter  Hollister  fourtie  shillings. 

“Item.  To  my  daughter  Johnson  ten  shillings. 

“Item.  My  debts  being  paid,  I  give  to  my  loveing  sons  John  Demon  and  Robert  Webster  equally,  all 
the  rest  of  my  goods  and  Chattells  whatsoever,  exceptt  .Mr.  Perkins  Book,  wch  I  give  to  my  sonn  John 
Demon,  and  my  great  bible  to  my  Daughter  Honor  Demon,  and  that  money  in  my  Cousen  Samuel  Welles 
his  hand  unto  my  Cousen  David  Demong,  son  of  John  Demon  senir. 

“And  my  desire  is  that  my  son-in-law  John  Demon,  Robert  Webster  and  Richard  Treat  would  be  my 
Overseers  for  their  mutual  helpfullness  to  my  wife,  &  endeavor  to  see  the  accomplishment  of  this  my  last 
Will  &  Testamt.  And  for  the  Ratification  hereof  I  have  this  I3th  of  ffebruary,  166S,  set  to  my  Hand  & 
Sv*all. 

No  witnesses  recorded.  Richard  Treat,  sen.” 

1668/9,  Mch.  3.  Vol.  2,  p  1 13  L  R;  Here  in  the  Land  records  of  Wethersfield,  we  find  a  deed  of  Richard 
Treat  Sen’r  to  son  James.  It  conveys  five  acres  at  the  upper  end  of  Mile  meadow. 

1669,  Oct.  12.  Vol.  II,  p  520  G  C,  Ptd:  Mr,  Richard  Tret  sen.,  with  sons  Richard  and  James,  are  in 
the  freeman’s  census  for  Wethersfield.  His  high  standing  and  influence  in  the  Colony  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  he  is  one  of  only  5  in  the  list  to  be  styled  “Mr.”  Mr.  was  equivalent  to  Master,  more  or  less, 
in  those  days.  A  Master,  then  as  now,  may  be  defined  to  be  “a  person  who  does  the  right  thing  at  the 
right  time,  in  the  right  place,  in  the  right  way  and  in  the  right  spirit,  habitually.” 

1669/70,  Mch.  3.  Vol.  Ill,  p  73  C  C:  “Will  endorsed  6l  e.xhibited  in  Court  and  with  the  Inventory 
approved.”  An  inventory  is  recorded  as  following.  No  land  is  included  though  he  bequeathed  a  lot  of  it 
in  his  will.  Such  cases  are  not  uncommon  in  the  old  probate  records.  The  proceedings  at  Court  were 
regular  probably,  but  the  registrar  may  have  failed  to  record  same  and  the  original  paper  becomes  lost 
through  decay  or  otherwise.  The  land  being  of  unusually  large  amount  was  probably  covered  in  a  separate 
list,  or  even  in  the  same  list,  but  not  copied  by  the  registrar.  There  is  no  transfer  of  this  land  by  Richard 
Treat  Senior,  so  that  it  was  in  fact  an  inventory  item.  Moreover  there  is  evidently  something  very  short 
in  the  movable  estate  as  given;  for  rich  men’s  houses,  such  as  his,  not  to  mention  most  poor  ones,  uni¬ 
formly  ran  much  higher  than  this: 

“An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Mr  Richard  Treat  Senio^  (of  Wethersfield)  Deceased: 


Imp:  Cattell  and  Swine  ............  £34-00-00 

Item  Several!  Goods  in  ye  house  ye  perticulers  have  been  Valued  which  are  these  that  follower 

In  the  chamber  next  the  bame  ..........  05-06-00 

In  the  other  chamber  ............  05-15-00 

More  in  the  same  chamber  ...........  02-16-00 

To  Severalls  in  the  Kitchin  wch  have  been  valued  at  ......  13-11-02 

In  the  parlour . 03-12-06 

oats  &  Indian  corn  &  salt  ...........  04-10-00 


prised  by  John  Demince,  John  Nott,  Robert  Webster  £69-10-08” 


CHILDREN 

(all  bp.  at  Pitminster,  England,  per  church  register) 

1.  HONOR  bp.  Mch.  19,  1615/16;  m.  a  1637,  John  Deming  (see  below) 

2.  JOANNA  bp.  May  24,  1618;  m.  1642,  Lt.  John  Hollister;  she  d.  Oct.,  1694,  x  76  he  d.  a  Apl.,  1665,  ae  53  8  ch 

They  lived  in  Wethersfield;  his  inventory  £1,642-02-06.  He  served  14  terms  as  deputy  in  the  General  Court. 

He  is  the  one  whom  the  Rev.  Mr.  Russell  excommunicated  privately  while  refusing  to  give  a  reason. 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


3. 


SARAH  bp.  Dec.  3,  Io20;  ni.  a  16-14,  Matthew  Campfield;  she  d. 
They  lived  in  New  Haven  and  Norwalk,  Ct.,  and  after  1669  at  Newa 
named  among  the  19  in  the  King  Charles  Charter  to  Connecticut, 
sessions. 


he  d.  1673 

rk,  N.  J.  Both  died  at  Newark.  He  was 
W'as  deputy  to  General  Court  several 


8  ch 


she  d.  Aug.  23.  4  ch 


4.  ENSIGN  RICHARD  bp.  Jan'y  9,  1622  3;  m.  a  1661,  Sarah  Coleman;  he  d.  a  1693  a-  a  70 
1734,  a*  95  ’ 

He  was  ^rporal  of  Wethersfield  Trainband,  the  first  body  of  Cavalry  in  Connecticut  (organ.  1658)  He  in¬ 
herited  the  great  farm  of  Magog  of  some  900  acres. 

^  ®  she  d.  Apl.  8,  8  ch 

1  i\Jjf  tC  I  J 

He  m.  (2)  Oct.  24.  1705,  Elizabeth  Powell  who  d.  July  12,  1706,  te  65.  Second  wife  was  widow  of  Richard 
Hollingsworth  and  Richard  Bryan.  He  was  Governor  and  Deputy  Governor  of  Conn,  for  32  years  con- 
^cut.vely  -  longest  on  record.  Was  founder  of  Newark,  N.  J.  (1666).  but  returned  to  Conn.  He  was  in  public 

life  for  about  65  years  -  a  rare  record  indeed.  They  lived  in  Milford,  Conn.,  where  gravestones  mark  their 
graves. 

6.  ELIZABETH  bp.  July  25,  1627;  m.  a  1649,  George  Wolcott;  she  d.  after  1662  he  d.  Feb’v  12  1662 
They  lived  in  Wethersfield.  ’ 


4  ch 


'  ^  ^  Webster;  she  d.  1705,  a-  76  •  he  d.  shortly  bef.  June  29,  10  ch 

They  lived  in  Middletown.  Ct..  till  1660.  He  was  1st  town  clerk  there.  Later  lived  in  Hartford.  He  was  son 
of  Gov.  John  Webster  and  ancestor  of  Noah  Webster,  LL.D. 

8.  ALICE  bp.  Feb’y  16,  1631  2;  she  bur.  Aug.  2,  1633,  a  2  yrs. 

Burial  was  at  Pitminster,  England. 

9.  LIEUT.  JAMES  bp.  July  30,  1634;  m.  Jan’y  26,  1664/5,  Rebecca  Lattimer;  he  d.  Feb’y  12,  1708  9  a  75  she  9  ch 

d.  Apl.  2,  1734,  a  88  ' 

They  were  of  Wethersfield;  inventory  £1,235-14-02.  He  was  deputy,  constable,  selectman,  &c. 

10.  CATHERINE  bp.  June  29,  1637;  m.  Nov.  19,  1655,  Rev.  William  Thompson.  Jr. 

He  was  of  New  Haven;  was  minister  at  Springfield,  Mass..  1654-6;  also  New  ’London,  Ct.  Became  missionary 
to  the  Pequot  Indians. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

John  Doming  b.  a  1615  m.  Honor  Treat  b.  1616 

Dca.  David  Deming  b.  1652  m.  Mary  Belden  (?)  b.  1652 

Rev.  David  Deming  b.  16S1  m.  Mercy  Bridgham  b.  1675 

Lt.  David  Deming  b.  1709  m.  Mehitable  Champion  b.  1720 

Ira  Buell  b.  1745  m.  Prudence  Deming  b.  1741 

Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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THE  TURNER  FAMILY 


\ 


ELDER  EDWARD  TURNER  b.  1633 

MARY  SANFORD  m.  Oct.  25,  1656 

b.  a  1636  d.  Apl.  4,  1717 

d.  bef.  husband  a?  84 

1636.  It  is  probable  that  Mary  Sanford  was 
born  about  this  time  somewhere  in  England  and 
made  the  trip  over  the  Atlantic  with  her  parents 
to  Boston,  when  only  three  or  four  years  of  age. 

1662,  Feb’y  16.  Vol.  13,  p  124  N  Y  B  &  G: 
Mrs.  Mary  Turner  is  admitted  to  church  member^ 
ship  at  Milford,  Conn.  Later  she  was  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  church  in  Middletown  from  the 
church  in  Milford,  per  Middletown  Hist.  (1853), 
p  148. 

1685.  6,  March  16.  Vol.  VI,  p  529  P  Ct,  Boston; 
Mrs.  Sarah  Sanford  of  Boston  wills  £10  to  daugh¬ 
ters  of  Brother  Robert  Sanford  and  to  “daughters 
of  my  sister  Mary  Turner.” 

1696/7,  Mch.  11.  Vol.  V,  p  148  C  C:  “Whereas, 
Joseph  Leonard  of  Springfield  did  at  the  Last 
Court  obtain  his  Quietas  Est.  from  his  adminis¬ 
tration  on  the  Estate  of  John  Thompson,  it  ap¬ 
pearing  that  he  sd  John  Thompson  died  non- 
solvent:  This  Court  grants  Administration  on  sd 
Estate  yet  remaining  to  John  Hamlin  Esq.,  and 
he  to  attend  the  Direction  of  this  Court:  1st,  that 
upon  Receipt  of  the  sd  Estate,  he  to  pay  to 
Edward  Turner  of  Middletown,  if  it  appear  to  be 
due,  in  Right  of  his  wife,  what  it  is,  and  the  rest 
to  be  distributed  according  to  Law.” 

1716/17,  Jan’y  17.  Her  husband  in  making  will 
does  not  mention  her;  hence  she  had  died  before 
this  date,  no  doubt  at  Middletown. 


1633.  GSR:  Edward  Turner  was  born  this 
year  according  to  the  record  on  his  tombstone  at 
Middletown,  Ct.  The  birth  was  in  England  some¬ 
where,  but  we  have  no  evidence  as  yet  as  to  where 
his  home  was.  He  came  over  to  America  as  a 
single  young  man,  not  over  18  years  of  age.  From 
researches  made  by  Dr.  T.  Larkin  Turner  of 
Boston,  it  appears  that  there  were  over  fourteen 
early  immigrants  of  the  name  of  Turner.  He  is  a 
descendant  of  Humphrey  Turner,  and  a  recog¬ 
nized  authority  on  matters  of  genealogy  pertain¬ 
ing  to  his  branch  of  the  Turner  family.  Edward 
Turner  seems  to  have  been  the  first  of  our  branch 
of  the  Turner  family  to  come  to  America. 

1651.  Vol.  IV,  p  344  Savage:  This  authority 
states  that  Edward  Turner  was  in  Milford,  Conn., 
this  year;  but  says  his  name  “is  not  found  in  the 
town  list,  having  later  removed  to  Middletown, 
Conn.”  He  was  an  Elder  of  the  Milford  Church 
says  one  record,  but  this  would  make  him  an 
Elder  of  the  Church  before  the  age  of  32,  at  which 
time  he  removed  from  Milford. 

1656,  Oct.  25.  Vol.  9,  p  57  Boston  Ser:  “Edward 
Turner  &  Mary  Sanford  daughter  of  Richard 
Sanford  were  married  25th-8th  mo.  by  John 
Endecott  Gov^”  How  the  courting  was  done  at 
so  long  a  range  in  those  difficult  days  of  travel 
would  make  a  pretty  story,  but  history  has  left 
no  trace  of  it. 

1658,  Sept.  15.  T  V,  .Milford,  per  Vol.  13,  p  124 
N  Y  B  &  G:  “Item,  Goodm"  Turner  hath  the 
grant  of  land  near  his  shop  for  to  build  on,  and 
make  a  garden,  so  much  as  may  be  spared  and  not 
annoy  the  cart  wayes  and  the  Court  appoynted 
John  Lane  and  Thomas  Samford  to  Judge  of  the 
same.” 


1659,  Sept.  9.  P  125  Do:  “Edward  Turner  hath  one  acre  of  land  given  to  him,  in  the  mill  neck  upon 
condition  that  he  watcheth  for  it,  and  that  it  be  laid  out  in  order  so  that  it  doth  not  hinder  any  other 
lots.” 

1660,  Feb’y  7.  P  125  Do:  “Edward  Turner  hath  liberty  granted  him  to  take  up  the  remainder  of  that 
poynt  of  woodland  that  is  in  the  northeast  end  of  Ensignes  lott,  on  the  other  side  calves  pond  meadow. 
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1665.  Vol.  IV,  p  344  Savage:  During  this  year,  sometime,  or  possibly  the  next  year,  the  family  moved 
to  Middletown,  Conn.  During  the  stay  in  Milford  the  first  three  children  were  baptised  there.  This  is 
the  year  of  the  Great  London  Plague  in  which  97,306  people  died  in  London  alone.  London’s  population 
then  was  about  500,000,  hence  nearly  one-fifth  of  them  perished.  The  next  item  shows  the  Middletown 
homestead  which,  with  the  five  items  following,  are  all  entered  on  one  page  in  the  Middletown  Land 
Records.  They  sliow  acquisition  of  560  acres  during  the  next  35  years. 

1666,  July  13.  Vol.  I,  p  48  L  R:  “The  Land  of  Edward  Turner  in  Middletown  in  the  Corporation  of 
Connecticut  Recorded  to  him  &  to  his  heirs  forever:  One  piece  of  land  where  on  his  house  standeth  Con¬ 
taining  five  Acres  more  or  less  which  hee  bought  of  thomas  milles  abuting  on  the  high  way  north,  and 
Yamechak  River  South,  the  land  of  William  Haris  east,  and  the  land  of  Thomas  milles  west. 

“One  parcell  of  Meadow  Land,  on  the  East  side  the  Great  River  containing  9  acres,  bought  Mch.  3, 

1670 . One  parcell  of  meadow  land  bought  of  William  Ward  being  fourty  foot  on  the  banke  as 

the  Hill  Runneth  and  thirty  foot  from  the  Edge  of  the  Edge  of  the  Hill  on  the  highway . One 

parcell  in  the  South  quarter  containing  1 10  acres;  one  parcell  westward  from  the  town  of  137  acres,  bought 

Aug.  1,  1673 . One  parcell  on  East  side  Great  River  of  189  acres,  2li  miles  long  &  38^  9  rods 

broad,  bought  May  27,  1680 . One  parcell  on  the  West  side  of  the  Great  River  Southward  from 

the  town  containing  about  10  acres,  bought  Fcb’y  15,  1700/1.” 


So  far  as  early  town  offices  in  Middletown  are  concerned  the  present  Volume  I  of  town  meeting  records 
does  not  show  them.  On  Dec.  27,  1731,  the  town  voted  “that  the  old  town  book  be  transcribed  in  all  the 
proper  and  needful  parts  thereof.”  Evidently  the  copyists  did  not  think  the  elections  “needful  parts.” 
Hence  we  cannot  know  what  offices  Edward  Turner  held,  but  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  he  had  his  share. 


1667,  May  9.  Vol.  II,  p  246  G  C:  Edward  Turner  was  one  of  30  who  “were  sworne”  at  the  Gen’l  Court 
held  at  Hartford.  David  Sage  was  another  and  also  Joseph  Wright.  Just  what  they  were  “sworne”  for 
does  not  appear;  but  since  most  of  them  were  young  men  in  the  twenties  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  they 
were  sworn  in  as  freemen. 


.  1667,  Oct.  10.  P  255  Do:  “This  Court  grants  liberty  to  Edward  Turner  to  assigne  over  his  right  in 

Franchway  Bolgway  his  French  boy,  to  any  such  person  in  this  Colony  as  two  Assistants  shall  approve  of, 
for  12  yeares  from  June  next.” 

1669,  Oct.  4.  Vol.  XXI,  p  192  CHS:  Edward  Turner  here  appears  among  the  38  freemen  of  Middle- 
town,  per  census  taken  of  all  Connecticut  freemen  this  month. 

1670,  March  22.  Vol.  1,  p  26  T  V:  Here  is  a  “List  of  Householders  and  Proprietors,”  52  being  listed, 
all  that  there  were  in  Middletown.  Edward  Turner  is  listed  at  £44:00.  The  largest  property  owner  was 
Nathiel  Collins  who  was  rated  at  £225-00,  the  total  being  £4,322-10-00. 

1671,  2,  Mch.  7.  Vol.  Ill,  p  119  C  C:  “John  Plumbe  plntf  Edward  Turner  defendt  in  an  action  of 
debt  with  damage  to  the  value  of  £8.”  The  Jury  awards  Plumb  £6-8-5  &  cost  of  court. 

1673,  Sept.  4.  P  133  Do:  “Edward  Turner  complaynes  of  Thomas  Cornwell  for  takeing  his  horcs 
without  his  leave  to  such  damage  as  the  court  shall  awarde.  7  he  Court  rejects  this  complaynt  because  it 
hath  been  heard  by  the  commissioners  allready.” 

1674,  Mch.  23.  Vol.  I,  p  1 12  L  R:  Edward  Turner  gives  mortgage  of  his  house  and  lot  to  Mr.  Richard 
Bryan,  merchant  of  Milford,  in  sum  of  £118-9-4. 

1674,  Oct.  10.  Vol.  Ill,  p  140  C  C:  William  Corby  dies  with  inventory  of  £150-13-07.  Thirty-two 
creditors  living  in  New  London,  Middletown,  Hartford  and  Farmington  are  named,  Edward  Turner  being 
one  from  Middletown. 

1675,  Apl.  27.  Vol.  I,  p  55  T  V:  “At  the  same  town  meeting  the  town  Granted  Edward  Turner  a 
piece  of  Ground  of  about  ten  foot  without  his  fence  into  the  highway  the  breadth  of  his  hous  which  he  is 
now  seting  up.” 
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1676,  Jan’y  19.  Vol.  VI,  Pt  I,  p  181  P  Ct,  Boston:  John  Sanford  of  Boston  makes  bequest  to  the 
children  of  Edward  Turner  of  Middletown  —  his  nephews  and  nieces. 

16/8,  Sept.  5.  Vol.  IV,  p  7  C  C:  A  negroe  of  Mr.  Giles  Hamline  Named  Jack  being  complayned  of  by 
Edward  Turner  for  attempting  a  rape  upon  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of  the  sayd  Turner  of  about  Ten 
years  of  age,  &  having  confessed  before  the  commissioners  at  Midletown  that  he  would  have  forced  the 
sayd  Girle  but  that  he  found  her  to  smale,  &  the  sayd  Negroe  owning  the  same  before  the  court,  this  Gourt 
doth  adjudg  that  the  sayd  Negroe  be  severely  whipt  on  his  naked  body  &  that  he  return  Home  to  Mr. 
1  lamlin  his  Master.” 

1680,  Mch.  30.  Vol.  I,  p  59  T  V:  Edward  Turner  has  13th  choice  among  21  to  "the  lots  of  200  Acres 
on  the  east  side  the  Great  River  beginning  on  the  hill  next  the  divided  Land.” 

1683,  Oct.  1 1.  Vol.  Ill,  p  145  G  C:  “Mr.  John  Plumbe  is  plntf.  by  way  of  appeale  from  the  iudgment 
of  the  Court  of  Assistants,  Oct.  5,  1682,  Edward  Turner  defendent,  for  unjust  molesting  of  him,  to  the 
damage  of  £10:  in  which  action  the  jury  found  for  the  defendent  confirmation  of  the  judgment  of  the 
Court  at  New  London,  which  was  15s  and  cost  of  court  allowed  4s/i.” 

1683/4,  Mch.  6,  Vol.  IV,  p  83  C  C:  ‘‘At  a  County  Court,  Thomas  Bacon  is  plntf.  Edward  Turner 
defendant.  In  an  action  of  debt  by  book  with  damage  to  the  value  of  39s.  In  this  action  the  court  fined 
for  the  plntf  £Lls  &  cost  of  court.  Execution,  Mch.  29,  1684.” 

1685,  Aug.  29.  P  1 1 1  Do;  ‘‘Edward  Turner  was  three  times  called  in  court  to  bring  James  Benit  to  the 
court  or  else  he  would  forfeit  his  recognizance.  He  appeared  &  declared  he  could  not  bring  in  James  Benit. 
The  Court  declared  he  had  forfeited  his  Bond  of  forty  pownds.” 

1692,  3,  Jan’y  11.  Vol.  V,  p  158  C  C:  James  Cockshott  of  Machamoodas  dies,  leaving  estate  which 
totals  only  £36'16'00.  The  estate  is  indebted  to  twenty  two  people  who  are  named.  Edward  Turner  of 
Middletown  is  one  of  them.  The  Court  ordered  one-third  to  the  widow  and  the  rest  proportionally  to 
the  creditors. 

1693,  Dec.  7.  P  60  Do:  ‘‘Edward  Turner  Sen'  is  plntf,  James  Bennit  of  Paquenage  defendnt  in  an  action 
of  debt  with  damag  for  keeping  two  of  his  children  the  one  thre  years  &  two  moneths  &  the  other  thre 
moneths  to  the  value  of  £45.  This  action  being  called  3  times  the  defendant  not  appearing  this  Court 
order  that  he  appear  by  a  speciall  warrant  at  the  next  Court.” 

1696/7,  Mch.  4.  P  126  Do:  ‘‘Edward  Turner  of  Middletown,  Plaintiff,  as  Administrator  to  the  Estate 
of  John  Blake;  Joseph  Leonard  of  Springfield,  as  Administrator  to  the  estate  of  John  Thompson  late  of 
Middletown  dec’d,  by  attachment  in  Action  of  Debt  to  the  value  of  44  Shillings  with  Damages.  The 
Jury  find  for  the  Defendent  the  Cost  of  Court,  and  this  Court  accepts  the  Verdict  and  refer  the  Issue  of 
the  Case  to  Capt.  Hamlin,  the  papers  to  be  delivered  to  him.” 

1716/'I7,  Jan’y  17.  Vol.  IX,  p  239  P  Ct,  Hartford:  ‘‘1  Edward  Turner  of  Midletown  on  the  17th  day 
of  January,  In  the  third  year  of  His  Majesties  Reign  Prince  George  King  of  great  Britain  &c  annoq  Dom. 
1716  7,  being  under  the  visitation  of  the  Lord  by  reason  of  weakness  and  pain  of  body  but  of  sound  dis¬ 
posing  mind  and  memory  thanks  be  unto  God  therefore  Calling  unto  mind  the  mortality  of  my  body  and 
Knowing  that  it  is  appointed  for  all  men  once  to  Dye,  doe  make  and  ordain  this  to  be  my  Last  Will  & 
Testament,  that  is  to  say  principally  and  first  of  all  I  give  and  recomend  my  soul  into  the  hands  of  Cod 
that  gave  it  and  for  my  body  1  recommend  it  to  the  Earth  to  be  buryed  in  a  Christian  like  and  decent 
manner  at  the  descresion  of  my  Executor  Nothing  doubting  but  at  the  General  reseurrection  I  shall 
receive  the  same  again  by  the  mighty  power  of  God  to  bless  me  in  this  Life.  I  give  devise  and  dispose  of 
the  same  in  the  following  manner  and  form. 

Imprimis  I  Give  unto  my  well  beloved  son  Richard  Turner,  whom  I  likewise  constitute  my  sole 
executor,  all  and  singular  my  lands,  messuages  and  tenements,  freely  to  be  possessed  and  enjoyed  by  him. 
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adJ  01  ,mid  lo  8nl»«^Vvii  f^uinii  yj^  .inaboabb  asmuT  biBwbS  .£8dl  .1^  .TaO  ,«faftial»A  V)  iukO  adi  lo 

urtJ  to  laarflQiMH  afb  to  noiJrrfnrwoa  imbriatab  ad;  lyt  brnmil  aill  no(la«  iteW-jr  irf  :0I3,  to  aguvicb 

^  **  ''.rtatk  bav/orta.  nooa  to  lioa  bns  I  atw  ibttfia  .nobrioJ  waH  i«  liuoD 

•  • 

taniuT  f.  fK*.'/b3  .tinlq  ei  noaaS  irumodT  .tiooD  fc  lA**  :D  D  C8  q  ,Vl  .teV  «d  jfoM  ,^C£df 

h^t  nuoa  arij  noirju  ^i^lt  nl  .aVC  to  wIbv  ad)  o)  ajrt.mBb  iltrar  :lood  yd  Jdab  to  fioita«  ns  nl  4nAbnatab 

".Nidi  ,9£  JbiA  ,aoinni99c3  .nooato  laoa  £  tJ*dl  tmlq-sdi  ’ut 

util  o;  liij'jQ  a*.»m&(.3phd  01  nuoa  ni  bads:)  s->mh  acndi  zstr  rnnuT  biawbH'*  :aCl  HIT  .W  .goA  ,2fidl 
.iiftafl  aantst  tif  gnhd  kMt  Uuoo  ad  baisbab  A  bynsqqc  aH  .aanfisins^tmai  *#d  Jbtmd  Uuow  ad  aab  io  Utioa 

?  2  “  bno8  aid  Uaibhol  bsd  ad  bnsbab  nuoD  adT 

liuitit/  oinha  ijjtiivnal  ,aaib  esbcomcrtanVi  to  DodcdaoO  arnniil.  ;D  D  IWI  q  ,V  .k)V  .11  y'ns\^  »C\S9dl 
to  tamuT  bis  j/h3  J>ani6.i  ate  oitw  uiqcnq  owi  ot  ba^lbbni  ai  aisraa  at(T  .00H)l>d€3t  yino  ilstoJ 

o)  yfIwK)}noqoiq  Izao  aiti  hns  •ttobiw  adl  ot  bridJ'joo  bnabao  tiuoD  adT  .twadi  to  aiw  li  nwotalbUM 

,^c  aiottbap  adl 

-*a  £  ■  ,  * 

noiiar.  ni;  ni  inbnatab  ayfijiaiipfi^to  tinnaa  aamsl.  .tlnkj  a  'na8  wnuT  biswb3’*  loO  Od  ^  .T  osQ  ,WdI 
'j»di  ia/!lo  adl  Z  iriianom  awt  Z  ntax  atdi  sno  adt  imWirb  ani  to  owl  jfiiiqaad  lot  ^urnsb  diiw  adabto 
JiuoD  aidi  gn'ncaqqs  Ida  tniJbtetab  aeW  r»ffdt  I  Indlsa  »iiad  ooiiao  tirfT  .iJ-U  V>  aulav  adJ  of  adtartom 

'^tTuo^  i)»an  -Jits  fn  ipfimut  Ibdasqa  s  yd  tsaqqs  ad  fadi  tabio 

'ajtja3  adt  ot  lotmiJdnifnbA  »  .WlnuilM  ,cm»Jaibt4M  to  lamwT  biov^bO**  :oCl  dTI  T  >  .rbM  .T^dWl 
to  aJol  no^^ctjftffT  nfW>t1o  adl  oJ  loisttwnhnbA  <s  .btod^niiqg  to  bosnockl  dqatot.  ;a]tcl8  ndo|.to 
•jHT  .aags/nsO  dJi^v  «5Htiind2  ^^  to  aolov  ad) -OJ  idaCl  to  #»oi-i^A  rd  jirantdasila  yd  J}'>ab  nvwqalbbiM 
to  au^4l  adt  tatai  Ijhb  ialbiaV  adt  aiqaoDS  ivirO  tWi  bns  jwjO  to  JeoD  a<li  MraMbbO  adJ  adl  bnft  yaot 

*\rfUd  OJ  baiavdab  ad  oJ  mi|Sq  arij  .nitmaH  JqsD  o)  omD  adJ 

ysb  dlYl  adl  no  fi'j/otidbiM  to  rjmuT  bis'^3  1  “  40  ®l  q  .XI  .Tl  y’osl,  .YINdlTI 

.naoa  poniio  oA  ntaJhfi  )saia to  jnlJi  jjiooO  aawh^  ngioH  caUntsM  «iH  to  isay  fcrrtdl  aril  nl  ,yisiJOs(,to 
'Bib  briuoa  to  lud  yb(«d  to  riisq  brio  naanjisayr  to  cuMsai  yd  bioJ  adl  to  noilsltdv  adJ  labou  snhd  .V\dlTI 
bns  ybod  ym  to  yiibnorn  adl  Uilm  oinu  ;|niHRD  aaotsiarii  boD  omu  ad  sdnsdl  yaorram  bns  bnim  jiniaoq 
t  IfiW  jftcj  ym  ad  o)  eldi  nlsbao  biiu  a^m  aob  .ayCI  oi  awio  nam  fls  icA  bainioqqc  •!  li  )sdJ  ^iwon^ 
boO  to  abnsd  adJ  omi  lo«  ym  bnamoaai  bno  avig  I  Its  to  iktft  bns  ytisqhnhq  yst  oJ  d  itdJ  4nams)«aT 
irmab  bns  add  iwbaiirO  a  nr  barnud  ad  oJ  dnsa  adl  oi  Ji  bnamnwrwi  1  ybod  ym  aol  bns  II  tv«l  Isdl 
llsrtc  !  noiiaaaatiaavf  IsianaO  art)  la  Arrl  gniiduob  tjnidmld  aoiuassH  ym  to  mitaanamh  ad)  is  tannsm 
to  aeoqrwb  bns  aaivab  avij  I  .:AU  ei(6  ni  am  Maid  oi  boO  to  ia\woq  yii{|)m  adl  yd  nisgs  amot  ad)  avtaoai 

.imo)  b<is  ntuiom  ittHmlld)  adl  n)  am«  adl 

alo8  ym  alutiimoa  asiwadil  i  modw  .aarnuT  baNdaiil  nos  bavobd  llaw  ym  olnu  sviO  I  aiiskaqiirt'* 
.mid  yd  bayoVta  bns  bMsasKiq  ad  oa  yiaail  .smarnanai  bus  tagsuMam  .tbnsi  ym  islugnka  bos  Us  ,ip)uaa«a 
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Ill’s  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  that  is  to  say,  all  my  lands  and  buildings  already  conveyed  by  deed,  and  also 
all  my  right,  title  and  interest  in  all  undivided  lands  and  commonages  within  the  bounds  of  the  Township 
of  Middletown,  and  also  every  part  and  particular  of  my  moveable  estate  that  1  am  the  rightfuil  owner  of, 
to  be  and  remain  the  lawful  propriety  and  possession  and  at  the  sole  dispose  of  my  said  son  Richard  Turner, 
and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever.  And  it  is  my  will  that  my  son  Richard  abovenamed  shall  pay  the 
several  legacies  or  sums  to  the  persons  after  named,  within  one  year  after  my  decease  if  demanded  by  the 
particular  persons  afternamed,  to  whom  I  do  give  the  same  in  this  my  last  will  as  followeth: 

“I  give  and  order  my  son  Richard  Turner  to  pay  to  my  son  John  Turner  Twenty  Shillings  in  pay,  or 
two'thirds  so  much  in  Current  money; 

“To  my  son  Stephen  Turner,  if  he  ever  come  to  demand  it,  5  shillings  in  pay  or  two  thirds  so  much  in 
current  money  and  to  my  grandson  Stephen  Turner  1  give  5  acres  of  land,  it  being  one  half  of  my  Ten 
acre  wood  Lott  so  called,  and  to  Abigail,  sister  to  the  sd  Stephen,  I  give  to  her  fourty  shillings  in  pay,  or 
two-thirds  so  much  in  money,  these  two  (Stephen  and  Abigail)  being  the  children  of  my  son  Edward 
Turner  deceased. 

“And  I  give  unto  Mary,  now  the  wife  of  Ebenerer  Eglestone,  daughter  and  only  heir  of  my  daughter 
Mercy  deceased,  5  shillings  in  pay,  or  2  3  so  much  in  money,  and  to  Thomas  and  Abigail  Miller,  the 
children  and  only  heirs  of  my  daughter  Elizabeth  deceased,  1  give  to  them  5  shillings  to  each  in  pay,  or 
2  3  so  much  in  money,  an  equall  part  to  each  of  them;  and  to  Mary,  my  daughter,  now  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Bow,  I  give  5  shillings  in  pay,  or  2  3  so  much  in  money;  and  to  my  daughter  Hannah,  now  the  wife  of 
John  Ranny,  1  give  five  shillings  in  pay,  or  two  thirds  so  much  in  money,  to  each,  or  two-thirds  so  much 
in  money. 

“  It  is  my  will  that  each  and  every  of  the  above  particular  sums  be  paid  at  or  before  one  twelve  months 
be  expired  after  my  decease,  if  demanded  to  be  paid,  by  my  son  Richard  Turner  or  his  heirs,  executors 
or  administrators. 

Witness:  James  Tappin,  Edward  X  Turner,  L  S.” 

Hezekiah  Sumner,  Joseph  Rockwell. 

1717,  April  4.  Vol.  I,  p  19  L  R:  Edward  Turner  Sen’r  dies  at  home  in  Middletown  and  is  buried  in  the 
old  Riverside  burying  ground  where  a  stone  marked  the  spot  until  about  1872.  It  bore  this  inscription; 

“Here  lieth  the  body  of  Mr.  Edward  Turner  Sen^  who  died  April  the  4,  1717,  in  the  84  year  of  his 
age. 

1717,June4.  Vol.  lX,p34PCt:  “The  last  Will  and  Testament  of  Edward  Turner  Late  of  Midletown, 
deceased,  was  Exhibited  to  this  Court  by  Richard  Turner  appointed  Executor  in  said  W'ill  who  accepted 
of  executorship  in  Court  and  James  Tappin  and  Hez.  Sumner  Two  of  the  Witnesses  of  sd  Will  were  sworne 
in  Court  in  manner  accustomed  the  said  will  being  proved  is  by  this  Court  approved  and  allowed  and 
ordered  to  be  recorded  and  kept  on  file.” 

1722/3,  Feb’y  5.  Vol.  X,  p  6  Do:  “Jeremiah  Learning,  who  married  Abigail  Turner,  and  John  Turner, 
heirs  of  Edward  Turner,  informing  this  Court  that  the  sd.  Edward  Turner  made  a  will  which  was  proven 
4  January,  1717,  and  disposed  of  part  of  his  estate  and  died  partly  intestate,  particularly  of  one  piece  of 
land  (about  137  acres)  lying  in  .Middletown,  this  Court  do  therefore  grant  letters  of  administration  unto 
Jeremiah  Learning  Cum  Testimento  annexo.  Also,  he  exhibits  inventory  of  intestate  estate.” 

1722/3,  Feb’y  28.  Vol.  X,  p  15  Do:  “The  Inventory  of  the  Intest  Estate  of  Edward  Turner  of 
Midletown  Late  Deceased  is  as  followeth  which  is  a  certain  Lottmt  of  Land  containing  137  Acres  by 
estimation  which  we  have  prised  at  10s  per  acre  which  is  in  or  as  many  which  amounts  to  £68-10-0.  We 
the  Subscribers  Hereafter  named  being  called  out  by  Jeremiah  Leming  of  Midletown  administrator  of 
the  above  Estate  to  Apprise  it  to  the  True  Value  and  Accordingly  we  have  Done  it  to  The  best  of  our 
Judgment. 

Thos  Stow  ) 

Zacheus  Cande  [■  Apprd  under  Oath.” 

Thomas  Ward  J 
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CHILDREN 

(first  three  baptised  at  Milford,  Conn.;  last  seven  born  at  Middletown,  Conn.) 

1.  MERCY  bp.  Feb’y  23,  1662;  m. - ;  she  d.  before  father  1  eh 

They  had  Mary,  only  heir,  who  married  Ebenezer  Egglestone. 

2.  EDWARD  bp.  Sept.  4,  1664;  ni.  Wid.  Sarah  Hall  Blake;  he  d.  a  Oct.,  1698,  .x  34;  she  d.  Dec.  16,  1726,  x  62  2  eh 

They  lived  in  Middletown  but  he  died  in  Guilford  where  inventory  was  taken  Nov.  28,  1698.  His  wife  Sarah 
was  widow  of  John  Blake.  Their  daughter  Abigail  m.  July  4,  1716,  Jeremiah  Learning  of  Durham,  to  whom 
was  born  in  1719  Rev.  Jeremiah  Learning  who  graduated  from  Yale  1745.  Was  Episcopal  minister  and  writer 
of  great  ability.  Was  minister  at  Newport,  R.  L,  8  years;  at  Norwalk,  Ct.,  21  years,  and  at  Stratford,  8  years. 

He  leaned  to  the  tory  side,  however;  but  as  fate  would  have  it,  the  British  burned  his  Church  at  Norwalk  and 
a  great  part  of  his  parish,  including  all  his  own  possessions,  equal  he  estimated  to  £1,300  sterling. 

3.  MARY  bp.  The  record  is  confused;  probably  died  in  few  months. 

4.  MARY  b.  Nov.  5,  1665;  m.  May  9,  1683,  Samuel  Bow;  she  d.  Apl.  25,  1747,  x  82  he  d.  Jan’y  15,  1741/2  9  ch 

They  resided  in  Middletown;  she  received  5  shillings  in  father's  will. 

5.  ELIZABETH  b.  Dec.  14,  1668;  m.  Mch.  28,  1688,  Thomas  Miller;  she  d.  Feb’y  9,  1695,  6,  x  27  he  d.  Sept.  24,  2  ch 

1729,  X  61 

They  lived  in  Middletown;  he  m  (2)  Dec.  25,  1696,  Mary  Rowell  and  had  seven  other  children.  7  ch 

6.  JOHN  b.  Aug.  8,  1669;  m.  a  1694,  Susannah  Merrill  (sec  below) 

7.  STEPHEN  b.  Nov.  27,  1671;  m.  Hannah - ;  he  d.  she  d.  Sept.  10,  1738 

He  was  living  Apl.  27,  1736,  in  Middletown.  In  father’s  will  he  receives  5  shillings. 

8.  ABIGAIL  b.  Sept.  10,  1673.  She  died  before  father. 

9.  HANNAH  b.  June  20,  1675;  m.  Dec.  28,  1693,  John  Ranney.  She  receives  5  shillings  in  father’s  will.  8  ch 

10.  RICHARD  b.  Mch.  4.  1677, '8;  m  (1)  July  18,  1717,  Hannah  Bidwcll;  he  d.  a  Feb’y,  1771,  x  92  she  d.  Aug. 

22,  1725 

He  m  (2)  July  2,  1735,  Sarah  Hubbard.  They  lived  in  Middletown;  he  was  executor  of  father’s  estate  and 
he  received  the  bulk  of  it.  He  made  will  Feb’y  20,  1767,  leaving  bulk  to  granddaughter  Hannah  Turner, 
only  child  of  his  son  Sanford  Turner. 


JOHN  TURNER  b.  Aug.  8,  1669 

SUSANNAH  MERRILL  m.  a  1694 

b.  May  20,  1677  d.  aft.  1745 

d.  aft.  1744 

1677,  May  20.  Vol.  I,  p  15  V  R:  Susannah 
Merrill  was  born  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  the  seventh 
among  ten  children  all  recorded  here  and  who  all 
grew  to  manhood  and  who  all  married  but  one. 
Susanna  was  but  a  few  months  over  seventeen  on 
her  wedding  day. 

1696,  Aug.  23.  P  296  2d  Ch  Hist  (1892); 
“Susannah  the  wife  of  John  Turner”  joins  the 
South  Church,  Hartford,  with  her  husband.  She 
bears  No  153. 

1704,  Apl.  20.  Vol.  I,  p  288  L  R:  John  Turner 
and  Susannah  his  wife,  in  consideration  of  £55 
current  pay,  give  quitclaim  deed  to  Dan’l  Merrill 
for  “all  that  our  Messuage  or  Tenement  and 
Home  lott  orchards  &c  which  we  lately  bought  of 


1669,  Aug.  8.  Vol.  IV,  p  345  Savage:  John 
Turner  was  born  at  Middletown,  Conn.,  in  its 
early  day,  the  Church  of  Middletown  having  been 
organized  only  nine  months  before. 

1675.  P  40  Hartford  Hist  (1842):  Porter,  the 
historian,  says  John  Turner  v%’as  admitted  to  be 
an  inhabitant  of  Hartford  in  the  year  1675  and 
that  he  had  “lot  45,  Elm.”  It  is  evident  that  if 
there  was  a  John  Turner  in  Hartford  then  it  could 
not  have  been  our  John  who  was  now  but  a  tender 
lad  of  six.  When  he  was  twenty  five  years  old  he 
bought  the  following  house  and  lot  on  Mill  River 
in  Hartford  and  this  is  the  first  Hartford  date  we 
can  find  concerning  him.  It  approximates  the  time 
of  his  marriage  to  the  daughter  of  Deacon  John 
Merrill  the  tanner,  whose  tan  yard  was  also  on 
Mill  River  not  far  away.  It  is  probable  that  John 
Turner  was  serving  an  apprenticeship  in  the 
Merrill  tannery  when  Susannah  attracted  his 
attention.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  1704  para' 
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Arthur  Smith”  and  "bounded  on  the  north  with 
the  Little  River.” 

1726/7,  Mch.  7.  Vol.  X,  p  324  P  Ct,  Hartford: 
“This  Court  appoints  Thomas  Seymour,  Richard 
Seymour  and  Thomas  Welles  to  distribute  the 
estate  of  Nathaniel  Mcrrells,  amounting  to  £190^ 
19'00:  To  John  Mcrrells,  to  Abram,  to  Daniel,  to 
Wiltcrton,  to  Isaac,  to  Abell  Mcrrells,  to  Susannah 
Turner,  to  the  children  of  Sarah  Kellogg  deceased, 
to  the  children  of  Jacob  Merrells  deed,  brothers 
and  sisters  of  the  sd  deceased.”  (Nathaniel 
Mcrrells  was  Susannah  Turner’s  brother.) 

1734,  Oct.  9.  In  the  conditional  deed  given  by 
her  husband  to  son  Caleb  today  it  is  provided, 
"that  if  it  shall  so  happen  that  the  said  John 
Turner  shall  dye  before  the  said  Susannah  Turner 
his  wife  then  the  use  and  Improvement  of  the 
aforesaid  estate  to  be  and  belong  to  the  said 
Susannah  Turner  during  her  widowhood  and  after 
the  decese  of  the  said  John  Turner  and  the  ex- 
piration  of  sd  widowhood,  if  it  so  happen  that  she 
be  a  widow  or  at  her  decease.” 

1737/'8,  Feb’y  28.  Susannah  Turner  joins  with 
her  husband  John  in  giving  quitclaim  "to  dutifull 
and  loving  son  John  Turner  Jr.,”  to  all  their  rights 
in  certain  lands  on  the  East  Side  of  Great  River 
"which  doth  accrue  to  us  by  Mr.  Gregory 
Wilterton  deceased.” 

1744,  Oct.  8.  John  &  Susannah  Turner  for 
natural  affection  for  son  Stephen  sell  to  him  all 
their  right  in  a  large  tract  on  the  East  side  of  the 
River,  called  the  five  mile  purchase,  and  "lying 
in  Joint  Tenancy  with  heirs  of  our  Honored  Father 
John  Merrills.”  Susanna  was  over  sixty-seven 
years  old  when  this  deed  was  executed.  We  find  no 
later  record  than  this  with  her  name  on  it;  and 
her  death  does  not  seem  to  be  recorded  in  Hartford. 


graph  calls  him  a  “glov’cr, ”  which  would  indicate 
that  to  his  tanning  achievements  he  had  added 
that  of  a  dealer  in  gloves  -  perhaps  leather  gloves. 

1694,  Apl.  9.  Vol.  I,  p  125  L  R:  “Land  in 
Hartford  on  Connecticut  belonging  to  John 
Turner  his  heirs  &  assigns  forever:  Onne  parcell 
of  Land  with  a  messuage  or  Tenement  standing 
thereon  Containing  by  estimation  about  one  acre 
&  one  rood  be  it  more  or  Less  &  abuts  -  south  on 
the  Highway  &.  east  on  Joseph  Bulls  Land  &  west 
on  Stephen  Hopkins  Land  &  north  on  Hartford 
Mill  River  as  appears  by  his  deed  dated  the  9th 
day  of  Aprill  1694  then  acknowledged  before 
Caleb  Stanly  assistant  &  recorded  Aprill  10th 
1694.” 

1694,  Dec.  27.  Vol.  1,  p  193  T  V:  At  town 
meeting  John  Turner  is  elected  chimney- viewer 
for  the  south  side  of  Hartford.  This  tallies  with 
the  deed  above,  which  shows  his  residence  on  the 
south  side  of  Mill  River.  This  river,  which  now 
flows  by  City  Hall,  was  the  dividing  line  between 
the  north  and  south  sides. 

1694/5,  Jan’y  1.  Vol.  V,  p  78  C  C:  "John 
Turner  &  Susanah  his  wife”  are  now  "fyned  forty 
shillings  to  the  publique  treasury.”  They  had 
broken  the  seventh  Commandment  before  mar¬ 
riage. 

1696,  Aug.  23.  P  296  2d  Ch  Hist:  John  Turner 
and  his  wife  Susannah  Turner  both  join  the 
Second  Church  in  Hartford.  He  is  numbered  151 
and  she  No.  153.  This  was  natural  since  the 
Second  Church  was  closer  than  the  First,  being 
on  the  south  side.  The  purchase  of  the  following 
house  may  mean  that  they  were  planning  a  move 
to  better  or  larger  quarters. 


1696,  Dec.  9.  Vol.  I,  p  125  L  R:  "One  Parcell  of 
Land  with  a  Messuage  or  Tenement  standing 
thereon  which  John  Turner  Bought  of  Samuel  Andrews  Jun*^  Containing  half  an  acre  bee  it  more  or 
less  &  is  abutted  on  the  Highway  on  the  South  &  on  the  Widdow  Sadd  her  Land  West  &  on  the  Mill 
River  North  &  on  John  Kelly  his  Land  East  as  pr  his  Deed  may  appear.  Dated  the  9th  day  of  Decem¬ 
ber  1696  &  then  acknowledged  Before  Nath"  Standly  Assist.  Recorded  Febry  22,  1696,  7.” 

1697/8,  Mch.  3.  Vol.  VI,  p  19  C  C:  “John  Turner  moveing  this  Court  to  grant  him  liberty  to  set  up 
the  trade  of  Tanning,  the  court  se  cause  to  grant  his  request  herein  provided  he  make  good  ware.”  Up 
to  this  time  John  had  worked  no  doubt  in  his  father-in-law’s  tannery.  Now  he  proposes  to  be  his  own 
proprietor  and  manager. 

1700,  July  10.  Vol.  I,  p  196  L  R:  John  Turner  of  Hartford  sells  for  £10  to  Samuel  Howard  “my  shopp 
which  standeth  on  the  south  side  of  Hartford  with  River  near  to  the  bridge  that  Crosseth  said  River.” 
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1704,  May  1 1-24.  Vol.  Ill,  p  459  G  C:  “This  Assembly  grant  libertie  and  full  power  to  Elizabeth  Clerk 
of  the  towne  of  Hartford,  widdow  and  relict  of  Thomas  Clerk  late  of  said  Hartford,  tanner,  dec'*,  to  sell 
to  John  Turner  of  the  same  Hartford,  glover,  the  moietie  or  one  full  halfe  part  of  a  tan  yard  and  the  houses 
and  appurtenances  thereof,  lying  and  being  in  Hartford  aforesaid,  which  the  said  Thomas  Clerk  purchased 
and  bought  of  the  said  John  Turner  a  little  before  his  decease  (the  other  moietie  whereof  now  belongs  to 
the  said  Turner)  and  to  make  and  give  a  good  and  sufTicient  deed  and  conveyance  of  the  same  to  the  said 
Turner  as  the  lawe  requires.” 

1706,  Apl.  20.  Vol.  I,  p  288  L  R:  John  Turner  and  Susannah  his  wife  give  q.  c.  deed  to  Danl  Merrels, 
“all  that  our  Messuage  or  Tenement  and  Home  lott  orchards  &c  which  we  Lately  bought  of  Arthur  Smith 
containing  one  acre  and  one  rood.” 

1706/7,  Jan  y  1.  P  442  Do:  John  Turner  and  Susannah  Turner  sell  to  Isaac  Cakebread  their  dwelling 
house  and  shop  with  of  the  tan  yard,  with  half  of  all  the  buildings.  Tan  fats,  pits,  water  ways,  trees 
fences,  &c.,  belonging  thereto. 

1712,  Dec.  1.  Vol.  VI  II,  p  143  P  Ct:  Eleven  heirs  of  Dea.  John  Merrills,  of  whom  John  Turner  is  one, 
sign  agreement  concerning  the  distribution  of  their  father’s  estate,  he  having  died  intestate,  at  Hartford. 
All  agree  to  share  and  share  alike  e.xcept  to  give  Nathaniel,  the  weak  minded  brother,  a  double  portion! 
One  third  likewise  is  reserved  to  the  mother  during  life. 

1714,  June  7.  Vol.  IX,  p  10  P  Ct:  At  the  distribution  of  the  Merrill  estate  the  total  is  found  to  be 
£613'18'04,  John  Turner’s  share  being  £52-06-06,  he  of  course  representing  his  wife  Susannah. 

1716,  Dec.  18.  Vol.  I,  p  243  T  V:  “Att  a  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Hartford,  there 
was  chosen.  Selectman  for  the  Year  Ensuing  Sergt  John  Merrill.”  Also,  “Voted  John  Turner  Sealer  of 
Leather.”  We  have  tried,  without  success,  to  find  out  what  wages  w-ere  paid  by  John  Turner  in  his  tan¬ 
nery,  assuming  of  course  that  they  would  be  comparable  with  other  wages  of  the  time.  We  have  found, 
however,  this  instructive  little  table  of  wages  paid  to  harvest  men  in  England.  They  were  not  so  very 
different  in  English  Colonies  like  America:  “In  1716  workmen  received  9  d.  (18  cents)  per  day;  in  1740 
they  had  reached  10  d.  (20  cents);  1760,  1  s.  (25  cents);  1788,  1  s.  4  d.  (33  cents);  1794,  1  s.  6  d.  (37  cents)- 
1800,  2  5.  (50  cents).” 

1716/17,  Jan’y  17.  His  father,  Edward  Turner,  in  will,  remembers  son  John  this  way:  “I  give  and  order 

my  son  Richard  Turner  to  pay  to  my  son  John  Turner  twenty  shillings  in  pay  or  two  thirds  so  much  in 
current  money.” 

1718,  March  10.  Vol.  4,  p  65  LR,  Middletown:  “Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I  John  Turner  of 
Hartford  -  son  to  Edward  1  urner.  Late  of  Middletown  Dec’d,  having  received  of  my  brother  Richard 
Turner  of  Middletown  Executor  of  my  aforesaid  father’s  last  will  the  full  sum  of  Ten  pounds  as  by  agree¬ 
ment  w'ith  my  said  brother;  I  hereby  forever  quitclaim  unto  my  said  brother  Richard  Sanford  all  claims 

&c  from  my  ffathers  estate  or  from  my  uncle  John  Stanford  of  Boston  deed,  by  his  w'ill  or  by  my  father’s 
will” . 

1722/3,  Feb  y  5.  Vol.  X,  p  6  P  Ct:  John  Turner  and  Jeremiah  Learning,  his  nephew,  appeal  to  the 
Probate  Court  stating  that  Edward  Turner  in  his  will  failed  to  dispose  of  137  acres  in  Middletown.  The 
Court  then  appoints  Learning  administrator  of  this  part  of  the  estate. 

1724,  Nov.  12.  Vol.  V,  p  52  L  R,  Middletown:  “Know  ye,  that  I  John  Turner  of  Hartford  in  con¬ 
sideration  of  ye  sum  of  £9  to  be  pd  by  Stephen  Turner  of  Middletown,  yeoman,  do  sell  to  him  a  tract  of 
land  in  Middletown  on  ye  west  side  of  Connecticut  River,  In  ye  Westernmost  Range  of  Lotts,  which 
was  originally  my  Hon’d  father  Edward  Turner’s  Deed  containing  137J<^  acres” 

1734,  Oct.  9.  Vol.  V,  p  630  L  R,  Hartford:  Deed  in  place  of  Will:  “Know  all  men  by  these  presents 
that  I  John  Turner  of  Hartford  for  and  in  Consideration  of  one  hundred  pounds  current  money  to  me  in 
hand  paid  before  the  executing  of  these  presents  by  my  son  Caleb  Turner  of  the  same  Hartford  aforsd, 
as  also  for  the  Love  and  good  will  I  bear  to  my  said  son  Caleb  Turner,  Have  therefore  and  by  these  presents 
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do  for  myself  and  my  heirs  acqiiitt  and  discharge  the  said  Caleb  Turner  his  heirs  and  assigns,  and  for¬ 
ever  by  diesc  presents  1  the  said  John  Turner  have  given  &  confirmed  to  him  the  said  Caleb  Turner  a 
certain  piece  or  parcell  of  Land  Lying  in  the  Township  of  Hartford  together  with  the  Mansion  or  dwelling 
house  and  Barn  and  Tan  House  on  sd  Land  standing,  said  Land  with  the  building  thereon  herein  Intended 
to  be  granted  Containing  by  Estimation  Twelve  acres  and  one  Rood  be  the  same  more  or  Less  and  is  butted 
and  bounded  as  followeth:  Northward  by  Wilterton  Merrells  Land,  southward  by  on  a  highway.  West¬ 
ward  on  the  aforesd  Merrell  in  part.  Northwardly  by  buttment  on  sd  Merrells,  Northwardly  part  on  a 
driftway.  Eastward  on  the  Lands  of  Thomas  Andrews  and  the  heirs  of  Samll  Church. 

“Excepting  only  it  is  to  be  understood  hereby  that  the  Grants  John  Turner  shall  have  the  following 
privileges  for  himself  and  his  wife  Susannah  Turner,  viz:  that  the  said  John  Turner  during  his  natural 
life  shall  have,  use,  possess  and  enjoy  the  above  granted  premises  freely  without  any  hindrance  from  the 
said  Caleb  Turner  -  and  further  it  is  to  be  understood  hereby  that  if  it  shall  so  happen  that  the  said  John 
Turner  shall  dye  before  the  said  Susannah  Turner  his  wife  then  the  use  and  Improvement  of  the  afore¬ 
said  estate  to  be  and  belong  to  the  said  Susannah  Turner  during  her  widowhood  and  after  the  decease 
of  the  said  John  Turner  and  the  expiration  of  sd  widowhood,  if  it  so  happen  she  be  a  widow  or  at  her 
decease.  Now  Know  yee  that  at  the  decease  of  the  said  John  and  Susannah  Turner  or  at  the  expiration 
of  the  said  Susannah  s  W  idowhood  the  aforesd  estate  to  be  Immediately  in  the  possession  and  Improve¬ 
ment  of  the  said  Caleb  Turner.  Signed  &c  the  ninth  day  of  October  In  the  eight  year  of  His  Majesties 
Reign  A  D  1734. 

Witnesses:  Eliz^  Wyllys  John  Turner  L  S” 

Meuitabell  Wyllys 

1737/8,  Feb’y  28.  Vol.  VI,  p  189  L  R:  “John  Turner  and  Susannah  Turner,  in  consideration  of  the 
Love  and  Aflection  which  wee  have  for  and  towards  our  dutifull  and  Loving  Son  John  Turner  Jun^” 
do  quit  claim  unto  him  all  rights  we  may  have  in  certain  Lands  on  the  East  Side  of  the  great  River  called 
the  three  mile  or  Long  Lotts  “which  doth  accrue  to  us  by  Mr.  Gregory  Wilterton  formerly  of  Hartford 
deceased.” 

1737/8,  Feb’y  28.  P  188  Do:  On  same  day  as  above,  Dea.  Thomas  Richards  gives  q.  c.  deed  to  John 
Turner  Jun’r  for  all  his  rights  in  the  Lands  on  the  East  Side  of  the  Great  River  called  the  three  mile  or 
Long  Lots.  Mr  Gregory  Wilterton  referred  to  above  died  in  1674,  which  was  sixty  four  years  prior  to 
these  deeds.  He  was  the  founder  of  the  tan  yard  which  he  willed  to  John  Merrills.  He  in  turn  willed  it 
to  two  of  his  sons  but  the  son-in-law  John  Turner  had  the  trade  so  well  in  hand  that  the  tan  yard  came 
in  the  natural  course  to  him.  From  above  deed  it  would  appear  that  other  rights  besides  the  tan  yard 
evidently  descended  through  John  Merrills  from  Wilterton. 

1744,  Oct.  8.  Vol.  VII,  p  102  L  R:  “Know  Yee  that  Wee  John  Turner  and  Susannah  Turner  his  wife 
of  Hartford  for  the  consideration  of  the  natural  affection  which  wee  have  and  do  bear  to  our  son  Stephen 
Turner  of  Hartford  do  give,  grant  ....  to  him  all  the  Right  or  Tittle  or  Interest  we  have  in  a  large 
Tract  of  land  in  Hartford  on  the  east  side  the  great  River  in  a  parcel  of  Land  called  by  the  Name  of  the 
five  Mile  purchase  and  lyes  in  joint  Tenancy  with  the  Heirs  to  the  estate  of  our  Honored  Father  John 
Merrills.” 

1744/5,  Jan’y  11.  P  1 14  Do:  “To  all  people  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come  Greeting:  Know  yee 
that  I  John  Turner  of  Hartford  for  the  Consideration  of  the  Sum  of  eight  hundred  Pounds  in  Bills  of  pub- 
lick  credit  of  this  old  Currency  of  said  Colony  by  Caleb  Turner  of  said  Hartford  to  me  in  hand  before  the 
ensealing  hereof  to  my  full  Satisfaction  Contented  and  paid  doGiv'e  Grant  Bargain  Sell  and  Confirm  unto 
the  said  Caleb  Turner  and  to  his  heirs  assigns  forever,  one  certain  Peice  or  Parcell  of  Land  in  said  Hartford 
in  quantity  by  estimation,  containing  about  Twelve  Acres  be  the  same  more  or  less  and  is  abutted  and 
bounded  as  followeth:  West  on  Wilterton  Merrill’s  Land,  northwardly  on  a  drift  Way,  eastwardly  on 
Land  of  Thomas  Andruss  in  part  and  partly  on  Land  of  the  said  Calebb  Turner  lately  purchased  of  one 
of  the  heirs  of  Samuel  Church  deceased  and  southerly  on  Highway  or  Common  Land  or  how  or  in  what 


YD0JA3H30  TT382-Aa  SdT  . 

.  \ 

'lol  bnti  ,2n9utcc  ba«  nbd  «irf  rjoiuT  d^IO  bius  srfJ  ^i6ib2U>  bnfi  DiupM  nbil  x®*  bnfiliarcfti  loVob* 
ft  I'jotmT  dolcD  blft?  9d)  mid  oi  boimftfioo  3&  navij  »ved  rjmuT^t  firio(,  blc«  adl  1  iJfracmi  Vesd) 
giiin-Awb  TO  iioUfiKM  v<)  d3r*f  lodJos/oi  hnolMaUlo  qlffenwoT  aril  ni  bnuJ'Jo  Ifcoieq  To^iq  nisma 
b^bntliil  nbrjd  iKoiwli  ^nibnud  adJ  liJiw  boftJ  bi«  .snibneJe  bneJ  b«  noMMH  noT  toe  fnftiQ  bns  d?uori 
bai  jud  li  briB  a2*>J  10  aiom  vhm  ^rlJ  ad  boo5l  aoo  bn*  Barac  'jyIo’^T  noiiamile^  jpiliiiBJnoO  bain^i^'^  at 
'itaW  .xri/djtH  o  tw)  xd  bic  «rfiu<«  ,baftJ  tUanaM  noJiaifiW  xd  tiB^ibiold  triaa'/niltol  babnuod  bns 
A  no  linq  xlbiftwdJToId  fa*  no  JnamJlod  xd  x^bicn/dtioH  ,Jicq  ni  llairjid  bcaiolB.ad)  no  biBW 

.riaioiO  IlmaS  \o  Biiad  artJ  bnu  r#/>ibnA  eunmrTr  lo  I'-bnftJ  adl  no  bi«:wi8ft3  ,x«wl'^hb 
Snri/oilol  adJ  av«ri  Uftd«  rwnoT  nrlul,  zineiO  adi  Jcdi  vdaiad  booier>6nu  ad  ot  ^  li  ylfio  jjnliqawS** 

/ftiuian  Bid  ^nniib  laniuT  ndot  bio*  adj  icdJ  :siv  ,T>»tiwT  rtftnnftBij?  athi/  lid  bon  llaBmW  icd  aajpOvhq 
adi  moil  aaninbniil  vne  looriii  jit  »awrnaiq  b^iimitg  •rmdA  adi  xoina  bnft  «'j«oq  .aeu  .avftd  ffexlB  alii 
ndo|.  fcioB  adl  ladi  naqqwl  ob  llofU  lili  Jwli  fdtirari  booiBnabmi  ad  ort  #i  ai  ladfiid  bn«  -  tamuT  daI*D  biftt 
»atoiift  adl  >o  Inafiiavoiqfnl  brtc  aeti  adl  nadi  aJiw  liri  lanioT  danuttulZ  bbe  adi  aiulad  axb  llatb  tamuT 
aftftwab  adl  tjHa  bni;  booriwobi«  lad  ^niiob  ncnuT  dsnne«i2  bifte  adl  <U  jwobd  bn«  ad  at  aiftl»  bisB 
lad  Ift  TO  wobiw  ft  ad  aik  fnqqitd  o«  li  li  .hoodwobfw  bs  lo  noilBitqxri  adf  bun  tamuT  mbi.  bica  adl  to 
flOiiBiiqaa  adl  1a  ao  lamnT  rtewiR6uS  bmi  ndoj.  blw  adl  a^caaab  adl  le  ledJ  aay  worOi  woJd  .atsaonb 
'avoiqml  UiB  noiataiMoq  adi  ni  *vd  oi  ainiaa  beanolft  aril  booflwoblW  t'rlftmrftttiS  bbtadl  V> 

eiH  lo  i»ax  idgb  adl  n!  wdoJ  jO  lo  x«d>  rbmo  adj  jA  bafigiZ  .nmuT  dak3  bus  aril  lo  inaoi 

>€TI  <3  A  nsbfl 

**2  J  ftawiyT  w<ot  bvjjyV/  *103  :es&onUW 

atOJYW  uaftATiHsM 

aril  lo  noiiinabunco  nt  iianuiT  dannwaii?  bint  TwnuT  ratel.**  -i  Q  -bV  .ft£  x’daH.  3N(TCT1 
tmiu/T  nrfoj,  iio2  i^ni/oJ  bn*  flulHub  uxr-tlnBwai  bor.  tc^  avAd  *aw  daidw  notiaafRA  tyift  avoJ 
bailiia  I9vi3  itrr^  adi  lo  abi2  JiaB  adi  oo  tbtutJ  (Uarw  ni  a’/«d  ymt  m  tuli/h  llii  rnid  olou  mUda  litip  ob 
LvdtiftH  lo  xHannol  noiiaiU*//  •'dd  yd  <w  oi  amaas  titob  daid'o*'  ciivJ  ^rtoJ  lo  alim  aairtJ  adJ 

-‘'Jmftaaob 

ndotoi  baab  ,9  .p  avlj  dmiWJI  aunocfr  .i»»Q  .avods  tm  yab  amw8  nO  :oQ  ®ftl  *1  .8£'X‘da3-,fi\VfTI 

10  alim  aatdl  aril  balloa  laulW  liwO  arh  ’K>  aids  »pa3  aril  no  ibntu.1  a«ti  ni  Birigh  aid  Ha  lol  i*ftu(.  lamiiT 
03  aohq  rusay  iwdl  yntU  utw  rk^tht  >Y3li  ni  Uatb  avo*JA  crt  bartalai  norailllV/  yiojtaiO  tM  »i3oJ  snoJ 

11  batlbr  mui  ni  aH  ^nalA  mbt  at  L'ttUw  art  OjkiM  bury  rtoi  adl  lu  adoiMd  ad)  ar#  ftH  .tbaab  aftadl 
anuo  bir^  iifti  adl  Iftdi  bmui  ni  Haw  ob  abvti  adi  bad  tamuT  ndoi^  wfif>nl<4iot  adl  lud  snot  dd  lo  owl  oS 
bifty  tmt  adl  Babbad  ultfjth  ndio  Jtjdl  iftaqqA  bUicrw  li  knob  avodA  irioiH  rnid  oi  acwoo  Lnuiftn  adl  nl 

.onmiUW  mod  dUtiaM  ndoL  cisuuirii  batoaotab  ylio^dva 

allw  dd  lamoT  rtawtutS  bnm  ■ntra/T  ndnf.  aaW  ludi  »Y  ^00)4**  ;>i  J  SOI  q  |IIV  JoV  .8  -HO  ,ffTI 

ni/rtqjtZ  noft  luo  oi  i»*#d  ob  bnc  av«d  aaw  dOtflw  nohfK^  Imulen  adl  lo  noilitiabi^noa  adl  lol  bioilSiBH  lo 

astfti  •  fti  avud  aw  iBaiatnl  m  aliiiT  lo  irtsl3  adl  lln  fi»id  oi  »  .  .  ,  ininsi  ,avlj|  ob  btolmH  lo  tamuT 

adl  lo  atmid  aril  yd  ballisa  bnftJ  lo  laawq  a  ni  ravLH  iftatji  adl  aLu  ie«a  adl  no  biolJtftH  nl  bnftl  lo  lafttT 

nrtol  tadJftH  bajonol*!  too  lo  ainlo  adl  of  niaM  aril  riliw  yaminaT  Jnk>i  ni  wyl  bna  asadatuq  aUM  avft 

".tUhtaM 

• 

aay  won^  :pitiyfiD  otnoo  llftda  rtnaaaifl.afftdi  windw  o)  alqoaq  Ha  oT**  :oQ  I  *f  .11  y’rtftl  ,l\WTI 
•dnqip  eilia  ni  kbriuoH  baibniid  idjiialo ^u2  adl  lo  ooafttabbnnD  adl  to)  bxrlltoH  lo  tamuT  ndot  I  >*dl 
adl  ywdad  bo«d  ni  am  ni  bwlriftld  biM  W  tamuT  datiO  yd  ynobD  bi«*  lo  yanomO  Wo  drtl  lo  iHma  iail 
oinu  imAnoD  boa  iia2  ntBstAa  ininO  avIQ^ob  biRq  bns  bamainoO  noi»idibft2  Uul  ym  oi  loaiad  griUftaBna 
brolmll  biu  ni  bnuJ  lo  llaatAn  xi  aatoH  niAma  nm  ,iathiioT«n)|UM  nbd  tlrl  oi  ban  tamoT  dabO  bliu  adl 
bnft  baiiudfi  cl  bna  ««al  to  atom  joum  adl  ad  sataA  avdawT  luodA  a^WAinoa  utoiiftmiia  yd  yiiinaup  nl 
no  ytbtftwicAa  iy«W  ^iitb  ft  no  '/IbtftwdJtoo  ,baftJ  t'llhial'A  noitaltiW  no  IftiW  uiiawoUW  tft  babnwod 
aoo  lo  baeftdjfiuq  ybid  tantuT  ddaUD  Wob  adi  lo  bnsJ  no  yllinq  bn*  itaq  nl  BBinbnA  ismoifT  lo  bnoJ 
ifidw  ni  ■»  wod  ao  bnnJ  rionunoD  to  yt wrlglH  no  yltadiuoi  bna  traaftaaob  datudD  launift2  lo  rdad  adl  lo 
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manner'Soevcr  the  said  Twelve  Acres  may  be  or  at  any  Time  heretofore  may  have  been  bounded  as 
described  together  with  my  Mansion  House  Barn  &  Tan  House  thereon  standing  with  all  the  appurte- 
nances  thereon  or  in  any  wise  thereunto  belonging.  To  Have  and  to  Hold  the  above  granted  Premises 
with  the  Appurtenences  thereof  unto  the  said  Caleb  Turner  ....  In  Witness  whereof  I  have  hcre^ 
unto  sett  my  hand  and  Seal  this  the  1 1th  Day  of  January  in  the  ISth  year  of  the  Reign  of  our  Sovereign 
.Lord  George  the  second  of  Great  Britain  dec  King  annoque  Domini  1744,  5.” 

1744/5,  Jan’y  11.  P  1 13  Do:  Caleb  Turner  gives  a  quit  claim  mortgage  deed  to  “my  Honoured  Father 
John  Turner”  especially  for  the  sum  of  £100.  on  above  property.  This  is  the  last  record  we  have  found 
concerning  John  Turner.  He  is  now  in  his  76th  year  and  it  is  probable  that  his  end  is  near.  The  vital 
records  report  neither  his  death  nor  that  of  his  wife. 

CHILDREN 

(all  born  at  Hartford,  Conn.) 

1.  MARY  bp.  June  28,  1695;  she  d.  Mch.  24,  1728,  a;  33 

Mary  Turner  joined  the  Second  Church  in  Hartford  on  June  25,  1721,  No.  234. 

2.  ABIGAIL  bp.  Oct.  27,  1695;  she  d.  young,  less  than  2  years  old 

In  South  Church  book  she  bears  baptismal  number  556,  while  the  next  Abigail  is  579. 

3.  ABIGAIL  bp.  Apl.  18,  1697;  m.  June  16,  1717,  Thomas  Richards  (sec  below) 

4.  SUSANNA  bp.  Dec.  10,  1699;  m  (1)  Nov.  20,  1716,  Samuel  Reynolds 

She  m  (2)  Nov.  19,  1723,  Lt.  Thos.  Richards  of  Waterbury;  his  inv'y  totalled  £2,034-1-8,  including  Jack,  9  ch 
a  slave.  They  were  parents  of  Rev.  John  Richards  of  N.  Guilford,  who  was  1st  minister  of  Piermont,  N.  H., 
where  our  John  Richards  settled  coextensivcly. 

5.  JOHN  b.  Aug.  5,  1703;  m.  Aug.  26,  1726,  Abigail  Richards  7  ch 

They  lived  in  Hartford.  His  baptismal  No.  in  Second  Church  is  779. 

6.  SARAH  bp.  Dec.  9,  1705;  she  d.  young 

Her  baptismal  number  is  846,  Second  Church,  Hartford. 

7.  CALEB  bp.  May  4,  1707;  he  d.  young.  He  was  baptised  No.  889. 

8.  CALEB  b.  Mch.  15,  1707/8 

He  was  baptised  No.  912.  Parents’  conditional  deed  was  in  his  favor. 

9.  SARAH  b.  Aug.  18,  1710.  She  was  baptised  No.  949. 

10.  STEPHEN  bp.  May  10,  1713;  d.  young.  His  baptismal  number  is  1(X)7. 

11.  ANN  bp.  May  29,  1715.  Her  baptismal  number  is  1042. 

12.  STEPHEN  bp.  Feb’y  2,  1717;'8;  m.  Jan’y  8,  1738/9,  Hannah  Carter 

She  was  from  Middletown.  His  baptismal  No.  is  1088,  twin  of  Sibil. 

13.  SIBIL  bp.  Feb’y  23,  1717/8.  Her  baptismal  No.,  as  twin  of  Stephen,  is  1090. 

14.  ELIZABETH  bp.  Mch.  11,  1721/22.  She  was  baptised  No.  1168. 

LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Thomas  Richards  b.  1694  m.  Abigail  Turner  b.  1697 

John  Richards  b.  1731  ni.  Mary  French  b. - 

Amos  Richards  b.  1759  m.  Lydia  Lewis  b.  1763 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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WILLIAM  VENTRIS 


b. 

d. 


m. 

d. 


We  have  no  inkling  of  the  name  of  the  wife  of 
William  Vcntris;  yet  as  Coleridge  says: 

“A  mother  is  a  mother  still, 

The  holiest  thing  alive.” 


1623,  Sept.  16.  P  36  Goodwin  Genealogy  (1891): 
Moses  Wall  of  Braintree,  Essex  Co.,  England, 
makes  will,  proved  Jan’y  23,  1623  4.  in  which  this 
paragraph  appears:  ”  I  give  to  these  my  workmen, 
John  Longe,  George  Billingalle,  Thomas  Wilkin¬ 
son,  John  Clarke  and  his  wife,  and  to  Robard 
Kellogg,  Vv  illiam  V^entris  and  John  Springe  ten 
shillings  apiece.”  Moses  Wall  had  married  (2)  in 
Widow  Anne  Skinner  Talcott  who  was  the 
,  .  D  .  ,  ^  ,  T  I  I  !  mother  of  the  emigrant,  John  Talcott  of  Hartford 

and  of  Rachael  Talcott,  the  wife  of  our  John  Steele.  An  abstract  of  Anne’s  will  is  printed  under  the 
Talcott  family,  wherein  she  makes  her  son  Moses  Wall  her  sole  executor.  The  Talcotts  and  the  Walls 
w'ere  quite  rich  and  being  people  of  Christian  culture  and  pilgrim  vision,  it  would  be  quite  natural  for 
one  of  their  employees  who  was,  in  addition  to  many  acts  of  good  will,  remembered  also  in  the  will  of 
Moses,  to  name  a  son  for  him  Thus  w^e  have  Moses  Ventris.  son  of  William  Ventris,  the  employee  of 
Moses  Wall.  These  facts,  combined  with  other  facts  and  circumstances  below,  make  us  reasonably  sure 
of  the  following  children  who  emigrated  to  America  probably  in  the  early  forties.  The  name  Ventris  is 
said  to  occur  in  Hertfordshire  and  Essex. 

Sergt.  William  below',  born  this  year  in  England,  shares  this  honor  with  Sir  William  Petty  political 
economist  and  statistician,  precursor  of  Adam  Smith.  He  wrote  “Political  Arithmetic”  (1691). 


CHILDREN 

(all  born  in  England,  probably  Braintree) 

1.  SERGT.  WILLIAM  b.  1623;  m  (1) - ;  he  d.  July  2,  1701,  a;  78  she  d 

He  was  an  early  settler  of  Farmington;  later  removed  to  East  Haddam,  Conn.  He  m  (2)  Elizabeth _ who 

fvns''  ;  £237-16-00.  He  had  son  Moses  who  m.  Mary - who  d.  Apl.  5, 

1708,  and  had  had  five  children.  ^ 

2.  MOSES  b.  circa.  1625;  m.  Jan’y  14,  1646,  7,  Grace - (see  below) 

3.  ELIZABETH  b.  circa.  1627;  m.  Apl.  2,  1651.  Marshall  George  Graves  Jr;  she  d. 

He  died  at  Hartford;  his  inventory,  £623-164)0. 


3  ch 


he  d.  Dec.  3,  1692 


6  ch 


MOSES  VENTRIS  b.  circa.  1625 

GRACE -  m.  Jan’y  14,  1646/7 

b.  -  d.  a  April,  1697 

d.  bef.  husband  se  a  72 

1646/7,  Jan’y  14.  Time  and  decay  are  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  obliteration  of  Grace’s  last  name  on 
the  Hartford  Town  Clerk’s  Record  Book.  It  makes 
an  unfortunate  break  for  us  in  her  w'edding  cele¬ 
bration. 


1625.  Vol.  47,  p  89  N  E  H  &  G:  The  birth  of 
Moses  Ventris  is  given  as  circumstantially  about 
this  year,  which  makes  him  to  be  twenty-one  at 
the  time  of  marriage.  He  was  born  in  all  probabil¬ 
ity  in  or  near  Braintree,  Essex  County,  England 
where  his  father  w’as  living  at  the  time.  His  birth 
in  1625  would  bring  him  right  into  the  presence 
of  death,  for  the  great  plague  of  this  year  was 
rampant  and  carried  off  as  many  as  35,000  in 
London  alone. 
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1646/7,  Jan  y  14.  Vol.  I,  p  23  L  R,  Hartford:  “Moses  Ventris  was  niarycd  to  Grace — ^Jenneuary  The 
fortenth  one  Thousand  Six  hundreth  forty  &  Six.’’  Savage  says  “Moses  Ventris  married  Mary  Graves, 
daughter  perhaps  of  Thomas  and  perhaps  of  George.”  He  was  in  error,  however,  as  per  this  original 
entry.  Moreover,  there  is  a  deed  given  by  Moses  and  Grace  \'entris  which  supports  the  Town  Glerk’s 
record.  1  his  is  the  first  notice  we  liave  of  Moses  Ventris  in  America.  It  is  probable  that  he  came  over 
in  1646  as  he  approached  his  majority;  and  it  was  natural  that  he  should  come  to  Hartford  where  his 
family  friends,  the  Talcotts  and  the  Steeles,  had  been  located  for  the  past  ten  years.  The  probabilities  are 
that  on  marriage  the  Ventrises  settled  at  once  in  Farmington. 


1650.  Vol.  I,  p  5  State  L  R,  Farmington  Sec:  “Land  belonging  to  Moses  Ventres  &  his  heires  for¬ 
ever.  Here  is  recorded  practiailly  the  same  land  as  appears  in  the  1665  record  below.  Forty-four  citi¬ 
zens  of  Farmington  have  land  recorded  here.  In  the  list  are  our  John  Andrews,  John  Bronson,  Steven 
Hart,  William  Lewis,  Thomas  Newell,  John  Steele,  Samuel  Steele  and  Thomas  Welles.  Porter  lis4  Moses 
Ventris  among  the  twenty-four  early  settlers  who  bought  land  from  one  of  the  37  original  purchasers 
Town  elections  in  Farmington  are  not  extant  up  to  about  16S0;  hence  we  cannot  tell  whether  he  was 
honored  with  any  of  the  Town  offices  before  that  time.  Broken  records  after  that  time  show  that  he  was 
chosen  to  the  various  offices  of  fence-viewer,  hayward  and  chimney-viewer. 

1651,  May  15.  Vol.  II,  p  14  G  G:  “Samuell  Fittch,  Jonathan  Rudd,  John  Strong,  Moses  Ventris 
made  free.”  This  is  a  short  but  trenchant  Court  entry. 

1653,  July  19.  Vol.  1,  p  I  C  R:  Moses  Ventris  joins  the  infant  church  at  Farmington,  being  24th  on 
the  list.  (  The  Church  was  organized  October  13,  1652.)  His  wife  Grace  does  not  appear  to  have  joined 
with  him,  but  ten  days  later  they  had  two  of  the  children  baptized  there.  “And  Moses  Ventruss  was 
joined  with  them  the  said  19th  July,  1653”  is  the  w'ay  the  entry  stands.  As  free  churches  were  thus 
being  established  in  America,  so  too  they  were  having  their  day  in  England.  It  was  in  December  of  this 
year  that  Oliver  Cromwell  was  declared  by  Parliament  Lord  Protector  for  life.  Free  churches  had  a  great 
new  lease  of  life  under  Cromwell. 


1653,  July  29.  P  1  Do:  And  Sarah  Ventruss,  aged  4  years  and  Grace  Ventruss,  aged  three  fourths 
of  a  year,  both  the  children  of  Moses  Ventruss,  was  baptized  July  29,  1653.” 

1663.  Vol.  I,  p  19  T  V:  “Att  the  same  meeting  there  w'as  grannted  to  Moosis  Ventruss,”  and  three 
others,  “fforty  acors  of  Meddow  land  lying  at  the  place  we  comonly  calle  Poland  which  w^as  given  on 
consideration  of  Thirty  acors  that  was  taken  out  of  their  farm  at  Paquabuck.”  Poland  was  the  first 
English  name  for  Bristol.  Other  land  holdings  follow. 

1665,  March  ye  12.  Vol.  I,  p  12  L  R:  “Land  in  Farmington  bellonging  to  Moyses  Ventrus  &  his  heirs 
forever,  viz.  One  p  ssell  of  Upland  on  which  his  Dwelling  house  now  standeth  with  a  barne  or  other  out 
houses  gardens  orchards  therein  being  contening  by  estimation  fiftene  Acers  butting  to  ye  west  upon  the 
River  &  to  ye  east  on  Coinmon  Land,  &  to  ye  North  on  John  Hart’s  Land  &  to  ye  South  on  Land  that 
was  Niclas  Masons  throw  which  Runs  the  high  way  from  ye  North  to  ye  South  end  of  the  Towne:  Whereof 
yt  he  bought  of  Nathaniell  Watson  &.  yt  of  John  North  &  yt  of  Mattew  Woodruff.”  Other  items  were 
in  brief.  One  p  sell  bought  of  John  Tallcott  Lying  in  Paquabuck  medow  of  15  acres  butting  to  ye  north 

on  the  River  and  to  ye  South  on  ye  River . one  p’sell  in  ye  ellbow  bought  allso  of  Mr.  Tallcott 

of  5  acres  abutting  on  ye  River  North  &  South  ....  one  p’sell  more  bought  of  Mr.  Tallcott  also  con¬ 
taining  5  acres  Abutting  on  the  River  North  6l  South  ....  one  p’sell  of  meadow  of  10  acres  abutting 

on  the  Common  on  the  south  and  on  ye  west . one  p’sell  called  Conge:  containing  thirty  cc  three 

acres  abutting  on  the  River.”  ....  On  next  page  13,  dated  March  28,  1695,  there  are  six  parcells  of 
land  recorded  in  name  of  Moses  Ventrus  Jun’r. 

1669,  Oct.  12.  Vol.  II,  p  520  G  C,  Ptd:  “Moses  Ventroos”  is  on  the  freemen’s  census  for  Farmington, 
42  men  total.  Our  Anthony  Hawkins,  Steven  Hart  Senior,  Lieut.  William  Lewis,  Thomas  Newell  Sen’r, 
John  Andrews,  Capt.  Thomas  Hart,  John  Brunson  Sen’r  and  Isaac  Moore  were  all  on  the  roll. 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


1670,  71,  Jan’y  IS.  Vol.  I,  p  15  T  V:  Here  is  given  a  land  distribution  “in  the  Swamp  lyinge  one  the 
branches  of  Mattebesit  River”  to  “severall  pertikaler  persons.”  One  of  them  is:  “Moyses  Ventrus,  18 
acres.” 

1673/4,  Jan’y  8.  Vol.  1 1 1,  p  366  L  R:  “The  list  of  the  estate  of  ffamiington  agreed  off  by  the  aforesd 
Town  which  ye  common  Lands  shall  be  devided  by.”  In  this  standard  list  of  84  proprietors  Moses  Vem 
trus  is  rated  at  £73  and  is  27th  in  order. 

1679/80,  Mch.  1.  Vol.  I,  p  16  C  R:  Moses  Ventrus  is  tenth  on  the  list  of  42  members  with  wives 
who  were  heads  of  families  and  who  were  members  in  full  communion  of  the  Farmington  Church.  To 
be  rated  tenth  on  this  list  shows  that  he  was  much  respected.  He  is  recorded  singly,  indicating  that  his 
wife  had  probably  died  before  this  time,  though  there  is  no  record  that  she  ever  joined  the  church. 

1683,  Dec.  6.  Vol.  IV,  p  76  C  C:  Mary  Ventross  is  brought  into  court  and  for  her  sin  “is  to  be  se- 
verely  whipped  when  authority  shall  call  her  forth;”  and  Moses  Ventross,  Sen’r  and  Jun’r,  give  bond 
of  £40  for  her  appearance.  The  next  April  she  appeals  to  the  Court  for  a  change  of  her  punishment  to  a 
fine,  and  the  Court  “on  the  ground  of  compassion”  docs  change  it  to  a  fine  of  £6.  Mary  was  now  26 
years  old. 

1684,  Feb’y  27.  P  265  Do:  Richard  Brunson  of  Farmington  wills  land  in  Pequabuck  meadow  border- 
ing  on  “Moses  Ventruss  &  Thomas  Barnes  his  Land.” 

1685,  Dec.  28.  Vol.  I,  p  29  T  V:  “Att  a  town  meeting  their  was  chosen  for  Fencevewers  John  Steele, 
Moysis  Ventrus,”  and  two  others. 

1688,  May  21.  P  41  Do:  “At  a  meting  of  the  inhabitans  of  ffamiington  thear  was  chosen  for  Haywards 
Moses  Ventrus  and  Thomas  Burd.” 

1689,  May  23.  P  41  Do:  “Att  a  towne  meeting  Samuel  Woodruff  was  chosen  for  Haward  at  the  North 
End,  Moses  Ventrus  at  the  South  End.” 

1693,  June  15.  Vol.  VI,  pp  10-11  C  C:  “The  last  Will  &  Testament  of  Moses  Ventrus  sen.  of  ffarm- 
ington:  I  being  weakc  in  body,  but  of  sound  memory  praise  be  given  to  God  for  the  Same,  first  &  prin¬ 
cipally  I  Give  my  Soul  to  God  that  Gave  it,  and  my  body  to  a  Christian  desiant  buriall  in  hopes  of  a 
Glorious  Resurrection,  1  having  now  for  a  long  time  been  wcake  and  infirm,  and  my  only  son  and  young¬ 
est  daughter  having  taken  special  Care  of  me,  I  acknowledge  the  Goodness  of  God  therein  and  think  it 
my  duty  and  in  some  measure  to  requite  them  according  to  my  ability. 

“Imprimis  I  give  to  my  daughter  Sarah,  the  wife  of  John  Brunson,  a  feather  pillow  &  a  pewter  Salt 
Cellar,  she  having  formerly  received  her  portion. 

“Item.  1  give  to  my  daughter  Grace,  the  wife  of  John  Blakeley,  a  feather  pillow,  a  little  pewter  dish 
and  a  little  pewter  Cup;  &  further  I  oblige  my  Executor  within  one  year  after  my  decease,  to  pay  her 
20  Shillings  and  a  Bible,  she  having  already  received  her  portion. 

“Item.  I  give  to  my  daughter  Mary  Ventrus  my  Bed  and  Bedding  on  which  I  used  to  lye,  and  one 
Cotton  Pillow  Beere,  and  1-2  of  all  the  Linen  in  the  House,  with  1-2  of  the  Bedds  &  Bedding  not  before 
mentioned,  with  all  my  Household  Goods  which  is  truly  mine,  except  what  is  before  or  shall  be  hereafter 
mentioned  in  this  will. 

"Item.  I  give  to  my  son  Moses  Ventrus  all  my  Right  &  Title,  and  all  the  Neat  (Catle),  Sheep  & 
Swine  that  is  or  was  to  be  mine,  with  Household  Goods,  he  paying  the  Legacies  aforesd.  I  appoint  him 
my  Executor,  and  desire  Samuel  Hooker  Jr.  and  John  Wadsworth  Overseers.” 

Witness:  William  Wadsworth,  Moses  X  Ventrus  sen. 

Nathaniel  Wadsworth,  John  Wadsworth  &  a  seale” 

1694,  Apl.  14.  Vol.  V,  p  185  C  C:  Moses  Ventruss  is  witness  to  an  agreement  signed  by  the  children 
and  heirs  of  Widow  Elizabeth  Brunson  of  Farmington. 
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1694,  Dec.  18.  Vol.  I,  p  64  T  V:  “Att  a  towne  meting,  their  was  chosen  for  Chimni  Vewers  Moses 
Ventrus  and  Samuel  Bird.” 

1697,  Apl.  12.  Vol.  VI,  p  1 1  C  C:  “An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Moses  Ventruss  Senr  Late  of  Farm" 


deceased : 

/m/).  In  Wearing  Cloaths  of  Woolen  and  Liniiing  att . £02-04-00 

In  One  BedJ  and  a  bagg  of  Feathers  att  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  02-05-00 

In  One  Old  Rugg  8s,  a  Giin  &  Sword  40s  .........  02-08-00 

In  Pewter  and  Earthen  Potts  and  dishes  att . 01-07-00 

Sundry  household  goods,  etc . 09-11-00 


Aprized  by  us:  John  Hart,  Totall  £17-15-00” 

Daniel  Andrews,  Sen. 


Note:  The  will  does  not  mention  nor  docs  the  inventory  list  any  land.  This  shows  that  he  had  given 
it  all  to  the  children  before  he  died. 

1697,  Apl.  14.  V'ol.  IV,  p  149  C  C:  “A  County  Court  held  at  Hartford  by  adjournmt.  The  last  Will 
&  Testament  of  moses  Ventrus  of  ffarmington  and  the  Inventory,  was  exhibited  in  Court,  proved  &  ap¬ 
proved  and  ordered  to  be  recorded,  oath  to  the  Inventory  being  made.” 

1722,  June  12.  P  389  S’th’n  Hist:  Moses  Ventrus  draws  Lot  51,  in  length  412  Rods,  in  breadth  52 
Rods,  in  Contents  132  acres,  in  the  South  Division,  Southington.  He  had  been  dead  25  years,  but  as 
one  of  the  84  Proprietors  of  Farmington  in  1672  w’hen  the  land  was  surveyed,  his  heirs  drew'  his  share. 

1728,  Dec.  15.  P  391  Do:  He  draws,  likew'ise,  his  share  in  the  Shuttle  Meadow  Division  distributed 
this  date  to  the  same  84  proprietors  of  1672.  Name  is  written  Moses  Veritras  this  time  and  he  draws 
lot  36  which  is  14  rods,  six  feet  broad  with  c’nt’s  of  55^2  acres. 

CHILDREN 

(as  per  baptismal  records  at  Farmington) 

1.  SARAH  b.  1649;  m.  John  Brunson  (see  below) 

2.  GRACE  b.  1652;  m  (1)  a  1675,  John  Blakeley;  she  d.  bef.  Nov.,  1721  he  d.  Mch.  12,  1712/13 

She  was  bp.  July  29,  1653,  x  %  yr.  John  Blakeley  was  of  New  Haven  where  she  was  admitted  to  church 
Sept.  23,  1685.  She  m  (2)  Jan’y  29,  1717,  John  Doolittle  who  was  of  Wallingford. 

3.  MOSES  bp.  Feb’y  18,  1654/5;  he  d.  soon 

4.  MARY  bp.  Feb’y  21,  1656,  7;  she  d.  Feb’y,  1718/9,  x  62 

She  was  unmarried,  yet  had  heir  Mchitable  Ventris.  She  lived  in  Farmington.  Her  inventory  totalled 
£31-00-09.  Administration  was  given  to  Jacob  Barnes. 

5.  ENSIGN  MOSES  bp.  Nov.  16,  1662;  he  d.  a  Nov.,  1721,  x  59 

He  lived  in  Farmington;  was  unmarried.  His  inventory  totalled  £113-05-06.  Willed  same  to  cousin  John 
Brunson,  cousin  Moses  Brunson,  son  of  William,  and  to  cousin  Mehitabell  Ventruss.  Court  distributes 
personal  estate  of  £13-03-06  to  the  heirs  of  Sarah  Brunson,  dcc’d;  heirs  of  Grace  Blackley,  dec’d;  and  to 
the  heirs  of  Mary  Vent,  us,  viz.,  Mehitabell  Ventrus.  John  Brunson  was  one  of  the  distributors. 

LINE  OF  DESCENT 

John  Bronson  b.  1643/4  m.  Sarah  Ventris  b.  1649 

John  Brunson  b.  1670  m,  Mary  Peck  b.  1672 

James  Bronson  b.  1713  m.  Hannah  Peck  b.  1717 

Corp’l  Adonijah  Lewis  b.  1722  m.  Mary  Bronson  b.  1743 

Amos  Richards  b.  1759  m.  Lydia  Lewis  b.  1763 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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RICHARD  VORE  b.  a  1600 

ANN -  m. - 

b.  -  d.  Aug.  22,  1683 

d.  Dec.  7,  1683  ae  a  83 

1676/7,  Fcb’y  6.  \'ol.  I,  p  872  Stiles:  Rev. 
Matthew  Grant  places  “Ric.  Vore’s  wife”  as  one 
of  his  church  members  ‘‘that  were  so  in  Dorches^ 
ter  and  came  up  here  with  Mr.  Wareham  and  are 
still  of  us.”  She  had  come  with  her  husband  and 
tw'o  children  to  the  new  world  in  1630  and  had 
lived  at  Dorchester,  Mass.,  for  some  six  years  be¬ 
fore  coming  to  Windsor. 

1677,  Dec.  21.  P  883  Do:  She  is  listed  as  “  Rich¬ 
ard  Vore’s  wife,”  with  her  husband  again,  by  Rev. 
Matthew  Grant,  under  the  following  heading: 
‘‘The  account  of  persons  taken  into  church  com¬ 
munion  and  years  when,  that  are  now  living  Dec. 
21,  1677,  only  yet  living  that  came  from  Dorches¬ 
ter  in  full  communion.” 

1683,  July  1.  ‘‘I  make  my  wife  Ann  Vore  to  be 
sole  executrix  of  my  estate,”  says  her  husband, 
thus  showing  that  she  had  all  the  powers  required 
for  the  task,  though  old  age  must  now  be  telling. 


1600.  From  the  fact  that  Richard  Vore  w-as 
freed  from  ‘‘traineing,  watching  and  wardeing”  in 
1660  we  may  conclude  that  he  was  60  years  of  age 
or  thereabout  and  therefore  w'as  born  with  the 
seventeenth  century.  We  judge  this  to  be  close  to 
the  fact.  No  one  has  discovered  as  yet  apparently 
just  where  the  event  was  celebrated  in  England. 

1629,  30,  .Mch.  20.  P  18  Dorchester  Hist  (1859): 
The  Rev.  John  Warham  Company  left  England 
this  date  in  the  Mary  and  John  -  a  company  of 
some  140  Pilgrims,  among  whom  were  our  Vore 
family  and  Gillett  brothers,  also  our  Buells  and 
Holcombs,  all  of  Windsor.  The  Mary  and  John 
was  the  second  of  17  ships  to  sail  for  America  in 
1629-30.  ‘‘So  we  came  by  the  good  hand  of  the 
Lord,  through  the  Deeps  comfortably,  having 
Preaching  or  Expounding  of  the  Word  of  God 
every  Day  for  Ten  weeks  together,  by  our  minis¬ 
ters.”  These  pilgrims  were  from  Devon,  Dorset 
and  Somerset  Counties  of  England.  Richard  Vore 
was  probably  a  brother  of  Robert  V'ore,  who  in 
1654  purchased  a  farm  of  176  acres  in  Dorchester, 
Mass.,  and  died  there  in  1683,  aged  84,  same  year 
as  his  brother  in  Windsor. 


1683,  Dec.  7.  Vol.  I,  p  52  B  M  D:  Three  months 
and  fifteen  days  after  her  husband’s  decease,  she 
too  crossed  the  last  river,  at  Windsor.  Our  esti¬ 
mate  for  her,  like  her  husband,  is  that  she  lived 
within  a  year  or  two  of  attaining  four-score.  The 
Windsor  record  reads:  ‘‘Ann  Voar  Dyed  Decem¬ 
ber  :7th:  1683.” 


1630,  May  30.  Do:  The  good  ship  Mary  <5?  John 
arrives  at  Nantasket  from  which  port  the  whole 
company  repair  at  once  to  Dorchester.  The  size 
of  family  brought  over  by  Richard  Vore  is  not 
knowm,  though  probably  two  children  were  in  the 
party.  If  only  two,  it  would  mean  that  the  third 
child  Sarah  was  born  at  Dorchester,  since  w'e  know 

- -  that  only  Abigail  was  born  in  Windsor,  Ct.  He 

and  wife  Ann  were  both  members  of  the  Church  in  full  communion  in  Dorchester,  as  shown  by  Revr 
Matthew  Grant’s  record  at  Windsor  in  1677.  They  were  destined  to  walk  together  for  over  half  a  cen¬ 
tury  in  the  new  world,  and  the  record,  though  scanty,  shows  a  w'alk  of  virtue  and  beauty. 


‘‘The  scathed  and  leafless  tree  may  seem 
Old  age’s  mournful  sign. 

Yet  on  its  bark  may  sunshine  gleam, 

And  moonlight  safely  shine.”  -  Barton, 


1635,  Oct.  15.  Vol.  I,  p  171  Winthrop:  A  company  of  settlers  from  Dorchester,  Mass.,  leave  the  bay 
today  to  settle  on  the  Connecticut  at  Windsor.  Stiles  thinks  that  Richard  Vore  was  probably  in  this 
party  which  included  ‘‘Men,  women  and  little  children.” 
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I  •’  ^>'  at  Windsor  was  on  the 

Island  Road  but  a  Hood  in  the  Spring  of  163S/9  caused  him  to  move  to  higher  ground.  This  doubtless 
was  the  following  plot  which  was  not  recorded  till  1640.  aouotiess 

1640,  Dec.  25.  Vol.  I  p  26  L  R:  ‘‘Richard  Voare  hath  graunted  from  the  plantation  for  his  homelott 
two  acr^  &  fifteene  rodd,  in  breadth  five  rodd,  in  length  si.Kty  foure,  bounded  by  Rodger  W-  South 
die  Mill  highway  north.  There  is  recorded  also  one  acre  of  meadow  .  .  .  “allso  42  acres  of  land 

bounded  by  Jonathan  Gillc^t  south  ....  allso  in  the  httle  necke  3  acres  boundedlrth^b^^^^^^^^^^ 

WeTt^hv  fh  •  •  •  •  woods  26  acres  bounded  east  by  the  Common  & 

»  ■  ■  i‘  bounded  South  by  the  com- 

IROI '1  t  bomelott  was  located  on  East  side  of  present  Broad  st.  (where  the  Academy  stood  in 
1893.)  It  extended  east  to  the  Island  Road  64  rods.  He  resided  here  in  16S2.  The  “little  necke”  item 

1651/2,  Feb’y  7.  P  71  of  Henry  Wolcott  Junr’s  Old  Account  Book: 

Debits;  “February  the  7  1651.  Richard  Vore  had  of  me  an  cll  of  holland 
It.  paid  to  William  Philly  of  the  ,12’  8i  in  the  6  -  7  . 

It.  one  bushell  of  wheatc  Sept  1652  .  .  ! 

Credits:  May  the  16  Richard  Vore  had  wrought  with  me  4  days 
It.  May  the  29,  1653  goodman  Vor  accounted  due  to  him  for  work 
It.  August  the  6,  1654  he  had  wrought  2  daves” 

amount  accounts  are  totalled.  As  an  account  is  liquidated  a  large  X  is  run  through  the 

bO,  Jan’y  9.  Vol.  I.  p  41  T  V:  “Also  Richard  Vore,”  and  others,  are  “to  alow  six  rodd  in  breadth 
for  the  cuntry  waye  to  pas  through  a  part  of  thire  home  lots” 

and^two  t"’-  ^  ^  Goodman  Stocking 

rrarheH  tb  ^  'hatching  and  w'ardeing.”  It  is  safe  to  say  that  Richard  Vore  has  now 

reached  the  age  of  60  years. 

who  doth  ^  *^obn  Branke  of  Windsor, 

who  doth  bestow  all  his  estate  of  £502-0-0  unto  his  wife  Abigail  Branke. 

Voltf  ’  i^u'  ^  Warham  to  Richard  Vore:  “Whereas  Richard 

Voare,  upon  Mr.  John  Wanng’s  request,  formerly  gave  him  Liberty  to  build  a  little  how'se  upon  his  land 
J  ming  the  N  end  of  his  (Yore’s)  then  and  now  dw-elling  house  for  the  use  of  his  kinsw-oman,  Mary  Jones 
to  dwell  in  dewering  hir  life,  and  at  hir  death  to  give  it  to  the  said  Richard;  and  the  said  Mary  Jones 
being  now  deceased,”  land  was  now  returned. 

P  119  G  C,  Ptd:  Richard  Vore  appears  in  the  Windsor  Census  of  freemen  of 
is  date,  there  being  113  listed  under  this  heading:  “A  list  taken  of  all  the  freemen  that  live  within 
the  limits  of  Windsor,  in  reference  to  the  order  of  the  General  Court,  May  13:  69,  requiring  ye  same.” 
Here  are  the  eight  direct  ancestors  appearing  in  this  list  of  freemen  of  Windsor:  “John  Bissell  Senr, 
Samiuel  Bisscll  Wilham  Buell,  James  Enno,  Jonathan  Gillet  Senr,  Jonathan  Gillet  Junr,  John  Loomys, 
Richard  Vore,  Luke  Hill  (Masaco).”  ^  j  j  > 

y  10-  ^'Ol.  I,  p  885  Stiles:  In  Deacon  Moore’s  account,  Richard  Vore  appears  as  having 
paid  a  church  levy  of  4s.  He  is  in  the  second  list  of ’75  also  at  4s. 

taxpayers  of  Windsor  for  the  rivulet  ferry  with  a 
lamily  only.  There  were  only  15  in  this  class,  the  highest  class  having  a  “family  a  horse  and  four 
ox6n« 

1676,  June  11.  P  230  Do:  He  is  in  the  Re^  Matthew  Grant’s  list  of  givers  to  the  poor  fund  for  other 
colonies  to  the  amount  of  Is  3d.  This  referred  to  sufferers  in  King  Philip’s  war  which  was  still  going  on. 
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1677,  Aug.  17.  P  883  Do:  Richard  Vore  is  on  Rev.  Matthew  Grant’s  list  as  having  had  one  child 
born  at  Windsor.  This  was  the  last  child  Abigail. 

This  {:>€aceful  year  under  Connecticut’s  free  charter  is  in  contrast  with  V^irginia  under  Royal  Governors. 
Sir  William  Berkeley,  of  whom  Charles  II  e.xclaimed,  “The  old  fool  has  taken  away  more  lives  in  that 
naked  country  than  1  have  for  the  murder  of  my  father,’’  was  recalled  in  1677.  Following  the  death  of 
Nathaniel  Bacon,  who  had  led  the  rebellion  against  him,  he  had  hanged  22  colonists,  the  news  of  which 
so  incensed  public  opinion  in  England  against  him,  that  he  died,  it  is  said,  of  a  broken  heart.  Lord  Cul¬ 
pepper  who  succeded  him,  appointed  for  life,  was  even  more  merciless  than  Berkeley.  It  was  in  this 
way  that  Royalty  at  one  time  or  another  planted  seeds  of  revolution  in  every  Colony  on  the  Atlantic 
Seaboard,  and  made  them  such  a  unit  one  hundred  years  hence. 

1677,  Dec.  21.  P  883  Do:  Rev.  Matthew  Grant  lists  Richard  Vore  with  his  wife  among  the  15  “only 
yet  living  that  came  from  Dorchester  in  full  Communion.’’  Our  “Widow  Gillet”  is  also  one  of  the  list. 

1681,  Mch.  4.  Vol.  I,  p  26  L  R:  “Richard  Voare  hath  by  purchase  of  Tahan  Grant  one  dwelling  house 
wth  a  small  parcell  of  Land  being  by  estimation  si.xty  two  rods  east  by  ye  highway”  .... 

1683,  July  1.  Vol.  IV,  pp  161-2  C  C:  “The  Last  Will  &  Testament  made  by  me  Richard  V'ore  of 
Windsor,  being  at  present  perfect  in  memory  not  knowing  how  soon  God  may  take  me  out  of  this  world 
doc  in  order  to  that  advice  which  God  hath  given  me  in  his  Word,  viz:  Set  thy  house  in  order,  doe  hereby 
declare  my  mind  &  will  respecting  that  small  portion  of  outward  estate  which  the  Lord  hath  blest  me 
with  as  followeth: 

“  I  doe  make  my  well  beloved  wife  Ann  Vore  to  be  my  sole  Executrix  to  my  Estate,  6l  my  Will  is  that 
during  her  natural  life  she  shall  possess  &  enjoy  my  Houseing  &  Lands  lying  «Sc  Cituate  in  the  Township 
of  Windsor,  as  also  my  Goods,  Household  Goods  &  other  Estate,  more  particularly  my  House  &  Home- 
lott  on  the  North  side  of  the  Rivulett,  with  Orchard,  Fences,  Yards,  or  what  else  belongs  thereto,  as 
also  my  Land  lying  in  a  place  called  the  neck,  counted  3  acres. 

“Secondly:  My  Will  is  that  after  the  Death  of  my  Wife  (If  she  shall  survive  me),  my  daughter  Abigail, 
now  wife  of  Timothy  Buckland,  if  she  be  living,  shall  enjoy  my  House  6i  Homelott,  yt  provided  my  V/ill 
is  that  neither  my  daughter,  nor  her  husband  shall  have  any  power  to  alienate  or  dispose  of  the  same 
or  any  part  thereof,  but  shall  keep  &  preserve  it  intire;  yet  they  may  enjoy  the  Benefitt  &  proffit  that 
may  be  raysed  thereof  so  long  as  my  daughter  shall  live,  6l  after  her  decease  it  shall  belong  to  her  Cliil- 
dren,  if  any  living;  if  not,  the  sd  Homested  shall  belong  to  my  other  daughters  or  their  Children. 

“Thirdly:  I  give  to  my  daughter  Cooke,  the  wife  of  Nathaniel  Cooke,  5  Shillings  in  addition  to  what 
I  have  already  given  her  with  her  husband,  also  my  Land  lying  in  the  Neck,  after  the  death  of  my 
wife. 

“Fourthly:  I  doe  give  to  Thomas  Alvard,  sonn  to  my  daughter  Mary  Alvard  deceased,  5  Shillings. 

“Fifthly:  I  give  to  the  eldest  child  of  my  daughter  Sarah  Persons,  Dec’d,  who  was  wife  to  Benjamin 
Persons  of  Springfield,  5  Shillings. 

“Sixthly:  My  Will  is  that  my  Household  Goods  &  Chatells  of  all  sorts  not  disposed  of  which  I  have 
by  Will  left  to  my  wife  for  her  Use,  she  hath  hereby  full  power  to  dispose  of  them,  as  she  shall  see  Cause, 
amongst  my  Children. 

“I  request  Capt.  Benjamin  Newbery,  John  Moore  &  John  Loomis  senr  to  be  Overseers,  and  that 
they  be  helpfull  to  my  wife  in  case  of  my  death. 

Witness;  Samuel  Mather  Richard  Vore” 

John  Loomis  Senr 

1683,  Aug.  22.  Vol.  I,  p  52  B  M  D:  Richard  Vore  dies  at  Windsor,  52  days  after  making  will.  Our 
estimate  is  that  he  lived  for  a  year  or  two  beyond  four  score  years.  “Richard  Voar  Dyed  Aug;  22d:1683” 
is  the  town  clerk’s  brief  entry. 

1683,  Dec.  10.  Vol.  IV,  p  81  C  C:  “At  a  special  Court  held  at  Windsor,  the  Last  Will  &  Testament 
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of  Richard  Vore  was  exhibited  in  Court  with  an  Inventory  of  his  estate  which  w-as  proved  by  the  Court 
and  ordered  recorded.” 


1683,  Dec.  11.  P  162  Do:  "The  Inventory  of  the  estate  of  Richard  Voare  deceased: 

It.  The  House  &  Homestead  ............ 

It.  Tlircc  acres  halfe  in  the  little  Meadow  .......... 

It.  Three  acres  in  the  Neck  or  Poynt  .......... 

It.  A  cowe  .............. 

It.  bedsted,  bedding  &  Lining  ........... 

It.  3  Cliairs  5s,  bookes  13s  ........... 

Eight  other  lines  of  personal  and  household  items  ....... 

By  us  John  Loomys  Senr  Toull  is 

John  Moore 


£30-00-00 

25-00-00 

10-00-00 

04-00-00 

04-01-00 

00-18-00 

07-16-00 


£81-15-00” 


CHILDREN 

(first  2  probably  born  in  England;  next  probably  born  in  Dorchester;  last  born  at  Windsor;  all  girls) 

1.  MARY  b. - ;  m.  Oct.  29,  1646,  Alex  Alvord;  she  d.  bef.  husband  he  d.  Oct.  3,  1683  10  ch 

He  received  “by  gift  from  Father  Richard  Vore  42  acres  in  the  woods.”  They  settled  in  Northampton, 

Mass.,  where  both  were  charter  members  of  first  church. 

2.  LYDIA  b. - ;  m.  June  29,  1649,  Nathaniel  Cook;  she  d.  June  18,  1698  he  d.  May  19,  1688  8  ch 

Her  father  gave  her  “  Voar's  Point”.  They  lived  in  Windsor  where  she  was  adm.  to  church  Aug.  29,  1652 
and  he  June  22,  1662.  He  was  one  of  the  first  grantees  of  SufTield;  his  inv’y,  £111-05-00. 

3.  SARAH  b. - ;  m.  Oct.  6,  1653,  Dea.  Benjamin  Parsons  (see  below) 

4.  ABIG.AIL  b. - ;  m.  Mch.  27,  1662,  Timothy  Buckland;  she  d.  Dec.  20,  1727  he  d.  May  31,  1689,  ac  50  8  ch 

They  resided  in  Windsor  where  she  was  adm.  to  church  Apl.,  1666,  and  he  June  16,  1665;  his  inv’y,  £167-08-00. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Dea.  Benjamin  Parsons  b. - m.  Sarah  Vore  b. - 

Dea.  Thomas  Richards  b.  1663  m.  Mary  Parsons  b.  1670 
Thomas  Richards  b.  1694  m.  Abigail  Turner  b.  1697 

Dea.  John  Richards  b.  1730  m.  Mary  French  b. - 

Amos  Richards  b.  1759  m.  Lydia  Lewis  b.  1763 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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ROBERT  WATSON  b. - 

ELIZABETH -  m. - 

b.  -  d.  1637 

d.  - 

1638,  July  17.  Vol.  1,  p  41  L  R,  Plymouth: 
“Memorand  the  xvij'*’  day  of  July,  1638  That 
Elizabeth  Watson  widdow  doth  acknowledg  that 
shee  hath  assigned  and  made  over  unto  Thomas 
Watson  all  her  Right  od  interrest  in  the  residue  of 
the  terme  of  yeares  that  Henry  Blage  by  his  In- 
denture  is  to  serve  her  wch  is  from  Easter  day  last 
1638  unto  thend  of  the  terme  of  foure  yeares 
next  ensuinge.  In  Considcracon  whereof  the  said 
Thomas  Watson  is  to  pay  the  said  Elizabeth 
eleaven  pounds  tenn  shillings  for  the  first  yeares 
service,  and  also  after  that  rate  for  the  residue  of 
the  terme  in  the  manner  viz.  viij''  p  an  to  the  said 
Elizabeth  &  thother  iij''  xs  p  an  to  the  said  Henry 
Blage  for  his  wages  according  to  his  covenant.” 

This  is  the  only  record  we  have  of  Elizabeth 
Watson  who  is  now  a  widow,  and  who,  following 
the  year  of  her  husband’s  death,  is  living  at 
Plymouth,  Mass. 


1632.  P  3  Watson  Earn.,  by  Maria  Watson 
Pinney:  It  was  about  the  year  1632  when  Robert 
Watson  landed  probably  at  Plymouth  with  wife 
and  seven  sons  and  probably  one  daughter  Frances. 
His  younger  brother  John  came  in  the  Lion  which 
left  England  June  22,  1632.  John  was  made  free¬ 
man  at  Roxbury  Nov.  5,  1633  and  m.  Apl.  3,  1634 
Alice,  widow  of  Valentine  Prentice,  and  he  died 
there  in  1672.  This  John  and  Robert’s  son  John 
have  been  confused  by  some.  Robert  Watson  was 
a  bell-founder  from  the  West  of  England.  One 
account  says  he  was  from  London. 

Emigration  to  America  was  now  getting  popular 
and  Kings  were  generous  in  making  grants  of 
whole  states  and  Kingdoms  to  the  favored  ones 
who  would  settle  them.  Maryland,  for  instance, 
was  in  1632  given  by  King  Charles  to  Lord  Balti¬ 
more.  Here  is  the  boundary  as  outlined  in  the 
Charter:  “The  fourtieth  degree  of  latitute  on  the 
North,  this  being  the  Southern  boundary  of  New 
England;  Atlantic  ocean  East;  the  meridian  of  the 
western  fountains  of  the  Potomac,  the  river  itself 
from  its  source  to  its  mouth,  West;  and  a  line 
drawn  due  East  from  Watkin’s  Point  to  the  ocean. 
South.” 


1636.  P  7  Do:  It  was  in  this  year  sometime,  that  Robert  Watson  set  out  for  Windsor,  Conn.,  taking 
with  him  sons  Robert,  Nathaniel  and  John.  The  way  had  been  opened  by  a  previous  migration  within 
a  year  which  had  Jonathan  Brewster  for  its  resident  agent.  The  three  boys  above  were  the  younger  ones. 
The  older  ones  no  doubt  had  become  settled  in  Massachusetts  and  did  not  care  to  help  conquer  a  new, 
wilderness.  They  left  behind  in  Plymouth  the  wife  and  mother  Elizabeth  and  sons  George,  Thomas, 
Samuel  and  Edward.  Edward  came  to  Windsor  later. 

1637.  P  7  Do:  Man  proposes  but  God  disposes  and  so  it  was  that  the  plans  for  the  new  household  at 
Windsor  were  badly  broken  up,  for  death  came  within  a  year  at  Windsor  before  even  Robert  Watson 
could  send  for  his  wife. 


CHILDREN 

(all  bom  in  England) 

1.  GEORGE  b.  1602;  m.  1635,  Phebe  Hicks;  he  d.  Jan’y  31,  168S,  9,  ae  87  she  d.  May  22,  1663 

He  was  a  man  of  large  estate  in  PljTnouth  and  held  many  olTices.  “Watson  Hill,  first  called  Strawberry 
Hill,  is  still  owned  by  his  descendants. 

2.  THOMAS  b. - ;  m.  1637,  Joan - ;  he  d.  Mch.  1,  1672  she  d.  Dec.  16,  1674 

He  was  made  freeman  of  Mass.  Bay  Colony  May  13,  1640.  His  will  mentions  no  children. 

3.  SAMUEL  b. - ;  d.  1649.  He  died  in  Plymouth;  we  know  nothing  more  of  him. 
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4.  ROBERT  b.  1608;  m.  Dec.  10,  1646,  Mary  Rockwell;  he  d.  July  19,  1689,  ;r  81  she  d.  Aug.  21,  1684 

They  were  residents  of  Windsor,  Ci.  His  son  Caleb  was  Harvard  graduate  and  was  schoolmaster  at  Hartford 
for  25  years. 

5.  EDWARD  b. - ;  m.  July  1,  1653,  Wid.  Grace  Walker;  he  d.  1660  she  d. 

He  came  to  Windsor,  but  when  is  not  certain.  I  fis  wife  was  widow  of  John  Walker.  He  died  at  New  Haven. 

6.  NATHANIEL  b.  He  moved  from  Windsor  to  Farmington,  Ct.,  and  later  to  New  Haven,  Conn. 

7.  JOHN  b.  a  1616;  m.  Margaret  Smith  (see  below) 

8.  FRANCES  b. - ;  m.  John  Rogers.  He  was  of  Plymouth  and  Duxbury  (1634)  and  Marshfield. 


JOHN  WATSON  b.  a  1616 

MARGARET  SMITH  m. - 

b.  -  d.  a  Mch.,  1650 

d.  Mch.,  1682/3  a?  a  34 

1632.  P  5  Vv^atson  Fam  (1865):  Tradition  among 
the  Watson  descendants  says  that  one  of  the  pas¬ 
sengers  on  the  same  vessel  with  John  Watson  was 
“Peggy”  Smith  a  young  lady  who  fell  overboard 
and  was  rescued  by  him.  In  due  time  after  reach¬ 
ing  shore  in  New  England  they  were  married. 

1650,  Mch.  26.  Her  husband  says  in  his  will: 
“My  dwelling  howse  and  all  my  moveable  goods 
I  give  unto  my  wife  ....  and  my  will  is  that 
shee  should  bring  up  my  Children.  And  if  my  wife 
should  change  her  estate  to  marry  againe  it  is  my 
will  she  should  give  securitie  to  my  overseers  for 
the  performance  of  my  will  for  my  children’s  por¬ 
tions.” 

1659,  Apl.  18.  P  19  Hadley  Hist  (1863):  “Widow 
Watson,  at  a  meeting  at  Goodman  Ward’s  house 
in  Hartford”  is  one  of  61  people  who  agree  to  re¬ 
move  to  found  the  new  town  of  Hadley,  Mass.  For 
some  reason  not  known,  however,  she  did  not  go. 

1659/60,  Feb’y  13.  Vol.  I,  p  546  L  R,  Hartford: 
“Wid  Watson”  is  listed  on  the  South  Side  to  pay 
the  mill  rates  as  recorded:  “  In  1655  £00-00-00;  in 
1656  £00-10-09;  in  1657  £00-10-02;  whole  sume 
£01-00-11.” 

1669/70,  Feb’y  22.  P  18  1st  Ch  Hist  (1885): 
Widow  Margaret  Watson  leaves  the  First  Church 
of  Hartford  to  join  with  the  Second  Church  organ¬ 
ized  this  day,  her  daughter  Sarah  Merrill  joining 
with  her.  Margaret  is  in  full  communion,  but 
Sarah  “owned  the  covenant”  only. 

On  Mch.  9,  1669/70,  “widdow  Watson”  had  on 
hand  ten  bushels  of  corn  and  tw'o  persons  in  her 
family.  The  children  were  all  married,  hence  the 


1616.  P  12  Watson  Fam  (.Mrs  Pinney):  This 
w’ritcr  figures  that  this  is  the  approximate  year  of 
birth  of  John  Watson.  It  was  somewhere  in  Eng¬ 
land  unknown  to  us  at  present.  John  was  about 
16  when  he  landed  in  America  with  his  parents  and 
six  brothers  and  one  sister.  He  lived  with  them  for 
about  four  years  at  Plymouth  and  then  moved 
with  father  and  two  brothers  to  Windsor,  Ct. 

1637.  P  7  Do:  When  he  was  21  years  old  his 
father  died  and  it  is  probable  that  John  soon  after 
this  event  moved  from  Windsor  to  Hartford. 
W.  S.  Porter’s  plan  of  Hartford  locates  his  house 
lot  at  No.  9  on  South  Main  street  about  this  time. 
Afterward  he  bought  land  in  the  West  Division 
near  West  Hartford.  As  will  appear  from  the  land 
record  following  he  bought  Thomas  Judd’s  original 
right  in  the  Undivided  lands  of  the  Hartford 
Plantation. 

This  year  of  1637  is  when  the  brilliant  Descartes 
promulgated  his  famous  philosophy  of  the  dualism 
of  spirit  and  matter  -  a  difference  so  great,  said  he, 
that  they  can  exert  no  influence  upon  one  another. 
Today,  however,  philosophy  shows  that  the  will 
which  is  spirit  sits  in  absolute  authority  over  in¬ 
tellect,  sensibilities  and  body;  this  power  of  choice 
differentiating  the  human  from  the  animal  which 
is  the  creature  only  of  its  afferent  nerves.  Des¬ 
cartes  was  yet  more  famous  in  mathematics.  He 
originated  exponents;  and  by  showing  how  to  ex¬ 
press  the  properties  of  every  curve  by  an  equa¬ 
tion  between  two  variable  co-ordinates,  he  origi¬ 
nated  analytical  geometry.  (Patron  Saint  of  West 
Point!) 

1644,  Dec.  Vol.  I,  p  130  G  C:  “At  a  P’rticuler 
Court  the  first  Thursday  in  Deceber”  the  last 
man  on  the  Jury  of  the  Court  is  Jo.  Watson.  Sev¬ 
eral  cases  of  “slaunder,  ”  etc.,  were  disposed  of. 

1645,  Apl.  8.  Vol.  I,  p  33  T  V:  The  “Eare 
markes  settled  this  date:  Jo  Wattson  a  little  slitt 
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second  person  must  have  been  either  a  ser\^ant  or 
a  boarder. 

1682/3,  March.  C  C:  Assuming  that  she  was  of 
the  same  age  as  her  husband  which  is  approxi^ 
mately  correct,  she  was  67  j'ears  old  this  month 
when  she  died  at  Hartford.  She  lived  for  33  years 
after  his  death. 

1682/3,  March.  Vol.  IV,  p  131  C  C,  Hartford: 
Will  as  dictated  to  her  daughter  Sarah  and  re- 
ported  by  her:  “The  Last  Will  &  Testiment  of 
Margarett  Wattson,  who  Deceased  March  last 
past,  1682/'3  did  declare  her  Mind  &  Will  as  fob 
ioweth  concerning  her  Estate,  &  how  she  would 
have  it  disposed  of,  as  she  did  declare  it  to  Sarah 
Watson  &  in  parte  to  John  Mcrrells  Sen: 

“  I  tern.  She  bequeathed  to  her  daughter  Sarrah 
Merrells  her  red  cloath  pitticoat. 

“Item.  She  gave  her  searge  peticoate  &  her 
penistonc  petticoat  to  her  daughter  Mary  Seamor. 

“Item.  She  gave  to  her  gr  child  Sarah  Mcrrcls 
1  Pillow  beere  &  one  sheet  &  a  white  apron. 

“Item.  She  gave  to  her  gr  child  Susannah 
Mcrrells  1  Sheet  &  1  Pillow  beere. 

“  Item.  She  gave  to  her  gr  child  Mary  Seamor 
1  Sheet  &  1  blankctt  &  her  green  apron. 

“Item.  She  gave  to  her  gr  Child  Margaret 
Seamor  1  Sheet  &  1  blankett  &  a  Neck  Handkcr- 
cheife. 

“  Item.  She  gave  to  her  gr  Child  John  Wattson 
1  great  pewter  Platter  &  a  parringer. 

“Item.  She  did  desire  that  her  daughters, 
Sarah  Merrells  &  Mary  Seamor  should  have  £5 
paid  to  each  of  them,  that  was  bequeathed  to  them 
by  their  Father’s  Will. 

“Also  she  did  desire  that  the  new  wife  of  her  son 
John  Watson  may  have  the  use  of  the  House  & 
Homested  if  it  should  please  God  that  my  Son 
should  die  before  her,  for  her  lifetime. 

Sarah  X  Watson” 

1683,  May  31.  Do:  “The  Inventory  of  the 
Estate  of  Margaret  Watson  taken  by  us  under¬ 
written  about  the  last  of  May,  1683: 


Item  by  the  house  &  Homes  teed 

.  £35-00-00 

It  by  a  great  brass  Kettle  . 

.  02-00-00 

It  by  a  little  brass  Kettle  . 

.  00-10-00 

It  by  an  Iron  pott 

.  00-08-00 

It  by  a  brass  skillet 

.  00-05-00 

It  by  a  feather  bed  &  bedding  . 

.  05-00-00 

of  the  side  of  the  ncarc  care  &  both  the  topps  cutt 
of  both  cares.” 

1646/7,  Fcb’y  8.  P  39  Do;  “Nicholas  Olmsted 
&  John  Wattsunn  arc  Chosen  Survayers  of  the 
hywayes  for  this  yeare.” 

1646/7,  Mch.  11.  Vol.  1,  p  464  Dist:  “Land  in 
Harttfford  upon  Conncckticutt  River  belonging 
to  John  Wattson  &  to  his  heirs  for  ever.  Viz:  One 
parsill  of  swamp  wich  he  bought  of  Thomas  Judd 
Contain  by  Estima  three  acres  abutting  on  the 
sayd  Thomas  juddes  land  on  the  East  &  on  John 
Willcock  his  land  on  the  west  &  on  James  Insines 
land  on  the  South  6l  on  Thomas  Bunces  land  on 
the  North;  one  parsell  lying  in  the  Greatt  Swamp 
in  the  South  Meadow  of  four  acres  bought  of 
Thomas  Judd;  ....  one  parsill  of  upland 
which  he  bought  of  Thomas  Judd  of  fiftene  acres 
on  the  Widow  Richardcs  heer  Land  on  the  South 
and  on  Common  Land  on  the  west;  ....  one 
parsill  bought  of  Thomas  Judd  &  was  p’sell  of  his 
house  Lott  Contain  one  Roade  abutting  on  Pond 
belonging  to  ye  sayd  John  Wattsunn  on  the 
South”  ....  These  five  entries  are  all  in  the 
handwriting  of  our  John  Steele,  town  clerk. 

1650,  Mch.  26.  Vol.  1 1,  pp  26-27  C C:  “I  John 
Wattson  being  very  weake  in  body  but  in  perfect 
memorye  doe  ordaine  this  to  bee  my  last  Will  & 
Testament  in  manner  and  forme  as  followeth: 
First  My  debts  being  discharged,  my  dwelling 
howse  and  all  my  moveable  goods,  I  give  and  be- 
queth  unto  my  wife,  and  the  use  of  my  meadow 
&  swampc  till  my  Sonne  John  Come  to  be  of 
Twenty  yeares  of  age  and  my  will  is  that  Shee 
should  bring  up  my  Children. 

“And  my  will  is  that  my  Sonne  John  shall  have 
my  meadowe  and  swampc  at  that  Age  above  men¬ 
tioned. 

“And  further  it  is  my  will  that  my  wife  should 
paye  to  my  Daughter  Sara  five  pound  when  she  is 
Eighteen  yeares  of  age,  and  to  my  Daughter  Mary 
allso  five  pound  at  Eighteen  years  of  age. 

“And  further  it  is  my  will  that  my  Sonne  John 
shall  paye  to  his  Mother  five  pound  when  he 
Comes  to  his  Lands. 

“And  it  is  my  will  allso  that  if  any  of  my  Chil¬ 
dren  departe  this  life  before  they  Come  to  the  age 
that  is  before  mentioned,  that  then  the  portion  of 
that  that  dy  shall  bee  equally  divided  between 
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It  by  wearing  cloathcs  &  a  Hatt 

£03-00-00 

1 1  by  2  chests  &  a  cubbord 

01-00-00 

It  by  3  old  chayres  .... 

00-10-00 

It  by  4  pay  re  of  sheets 

It  by  Napkins  Table  lining  &  other 

03-10-00 

lining . 

02-10-00 

It  by  a  warming  pane  &  frying  pan  . 

00-10-00 

John  Coale 

Stephen  Hasmore 

£54-13-00’ 

1683,  Sept.  6.  P  73  Do:  “The  Last  Will  & 
Testament  of  Margaret  Wattson  was  exhibited  in 
Court  and  approved  with  her  Inventory  &  ordered 
to  be  recorded  &  administration  granted  to  John 
Wattson  with  the  will  annexed.  John  Wattson  in 
Court  allowes  to  John  Seamor  &  his  heirs  for  ever 
the  land  he  possesseth  which  was  part  of  the  Home 
Lott  of  his  mothers  provided  the  sayd  Seamor  & 
his  heirs  &  assigns  for  ever  doe  maintain  the  fence 
round  their  land  which  he  affirms  to  be  the 
Tearmes  upon  which  it  was  granted  to  sd  Seamore 
by  his  mother  Watson.” 


them  that  are  livinge  or  if  two  should  departe  bc' 
fore  they  come  to  the  before  mentioned  Age,  then 
that  that  lives  should  have  the  portions  of  both 
the  others.  If  all  should  dye  then  that  it  should  re^ 
turne  to  my  wife.  And  if  my  wife  should  change 
her  estate  to  marry  againe  It  is  my  will  shee  should 
give  securitie  to  my  overseers  for  the  performance 
of  my  will  for  my  childrens  portions.  And  my  will 
is,  in  Case  that  my  Children  should  not  bee  well 
Educated  or  not  well  used,  then  my  overseers  dis¬ 
pose  of  them  so  they  may  be  brought  up  in  the 
feare  of  God,  and  my  wife  to  Allowe  what  shall  bee 
thought  meete  for  the  bringing  of  them  up. 

“And  I  doe  ordayne  my  beloved  friends  John 
White  &  Gregory  Wolterton  to  be  overseers  of 
this  my  will.  John  X  Watson” 

Witness;  John  Moodie 

Francis  Barnard 

Soon  after  this  will  was  made,  probably  within 
a  month,  John  Watson  at  the  young  age  of  only  34, 
died  at  his  home  in  Hartford. 


1650,  June  4.  Vol.  II,  p  27  C  C:  “An  Inventory  of  all  the  goods  and  Lands  of  John  Watson  Lately 
deceased : 


It.  In  the  parlour  an  old  feather  bed  &  3  slack  boulsters  &  a  Bed  filled  with  flaxe  tow  &  bed- 
stedes 

It.  3  pillows  &  3  pillow  beers  &  7  sheets . 

It.  3  Ruggs  and  2  Blankitts  ...•••••••■ 

It.  2  bibles  and  another  book  ....•••••• 

It.  one  muskiit  one  sword  &  belt  &  Band  a  leers  etc.  ....•• 

It.  his  wearing  cloths 

It.  one  Cowe  and  Calfe  and  two  stcares . 

It.  one  Mare  and  a  Colt 
It.  two  Shoats 

It.  The  house  and  the  Lott  ....••••••• 

It.  Land  in  the  Meadow  ....••••••• 

It.  Land  in  the  Woods 
It.  one  acre  &  half  of  wheat 

14  other  lines  of  household  and  farm  items . 

prised  by  John  White 

John  Bernard 

Shee  is  indebted  to  the  sume  of . 

Debts  owing  to  her  to  the  sume  of . 


£003-00'00 
004' 10-00 
003-10-00 
000-15-00 
002-00-00 
003-13-00 
022-00-00 
016-00-00 
002-00-00 
020-00-00 
025-00-00 
004-10-00 
001-05-00 
017-18-06 


£126-01-06 


007-06-00 

003-00-00” 


1650,  June  6.  P  9  Do:  “At  a  perticuler  Courte  There  is  exhibited  into  this  Courte  the  will  &  Inventory 
of  John  Wattson  deceased.” 

1671/2  Feb’y  Vol.  I,  p  581  L  R:  “The  proprietors  of  the  undivided  lands  in  Hartford  with  each  of 
theire  proportions  In  one  divission  as  followeth  according  to  which  proportions  they  payd  for  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  the  Sayd  lands:” 

Of  the  total  of  3,109  acres  John  Watson  owns  a  20  acre  share.  The  entry  reads:  “John  Wattson  for 
Tho  :  Jud  020.” 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


1672/3,  Jan’y  30.  P  582  Do:  In  the  drawing  for  “lotts  next  to  Windsor  &  so  successively  as  they  are 
numbered,”  John  Wattson  draws  lot  No.  46.  Seventy  two  participated  in  this  distribution. 

1674,  Nov.  Vol.  I,  p  590  Dist:  “A  Bill  of  the  Quantity  and  bredth  of  the  East  division  of  land  next 
Farmington  bounds  the  length  of  the  lotts  from  the  highway  leading  to  Farmington  to  Windsor  bounds 
being  Known  to  be  fowar  hundred  and  eighty  rods,  the  bredth  of  each  lott  is  set  down  in  the  first  column 
and  the  number  of  acres  in  the  second  as  they  were  layd  out  by  the  committee  November,  1674.  The 
order  of  the  lotts  is  in  the  Margent  beginning  at  Windsor  bounds.”  The  total  lots  here  distributed  are  67. 
John  Watson,  though  dead  now  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  is  listed  as  follows:  “45th  John  Wattson  10  30.  ” 

CHILDREN 

(all  born  in  Hartford,  Ct.) 

1.  SARAH  b.  a  1641;  m.  Sept.  23,  1663,  Dea.  John  Merrill  (see  below) 

2.  JOHN  b.  a  1646;  m  (1)  Anna  Nichols  Cprobably);  he  d.  a  May,  1725,  .t  a  79  she  d.  6  eh 

On  Feb’y  12,  1669,  70  he  owned  the  covenant  at  organization  of  2d  Church  in  Hartford.  They  lived  in  West 
Hartford.  He  m  (2)  a  1682,  Sarah.  His  estate,  distributed  July  2,  1730,  totalled  £1,106'16'10. 

3.  MARY  b.  a  1647;  m.  a  1664,  John  Seymour;  she  d.  after  husband  he  d.  1713  9  ch 

They  lived  in  Hartford.  His  estate  totalled  £1,158-14-01.  They  were  ancestors  of  Hon.  Horatio  Seymour  of 
N.  Y.;  Hon.  Origen  S.  Seymour  of  Litchfield;  and  Gov.  Thomas  H.  Seymour  of  Conn. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Dca.  John  Merrill  b.  a  1636  m.  Sarah  Watson  b.  a  1641 
John  Turner  b.  1669  m.  Susannah  Merrill  b.  1677 
Tliomas  Richards  b.  1694  m.  Abigail  Turner  b.  1697 
Dea.  John  Richards  b.  1731  m.  Mary  French  b. 

Amos  Richards  b.  1759  m.  Lydia  Lewis  b.  1763 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassettc  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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THE  WELLES  FAMILY 


GOV.  THOMAS  WELLES 

ELIZABETH  HUNT 

b.  - 

d.  a  1640 


J 


b.  a  1598 

m  (1)  a  1620 
Elizabeth  Hunt 
m  (2)  a  1646 


1598.  Thomas  Welles  was  born  somewhere  and 
sometime,  as  Booker  Washington  was  want  to  say 
of  himself  so  often;  but  no  one  seems  as  yet  to 
have  discovered  positive  proof  as  to  either  the 
time  or  place.  It  was  in  England  somewhere  and 
this  date  of  birth  is  simply  taken  as  reasonable, 
considering  the  ages  of  his  children. 

1620.  Considering  the  known  age  of  his  son 
John,  as  stated  by  him  in  a  deposition,  this  repre¬ 
sents  the  probable  year  of  Thomas  Welles’  mar¬ 
riage  to  Elizabeth  Hunt  or  some  other  fortunate 
girl  of  England;  but  we  are  not  sure  of  her  name, 
nor  have  we  any  assurance  of  the  place  in  England 
where  it  occured. 

1621,  Nov.  2.  “Alumni  Oxoniensis”  by  Joseph 
Foster,  Oxford  (1892):  On  this  date  a  Thomas 
Welles,  plebian,  of  Bedfordshire,  aged  18,  matri¬ 
culated  at  Hart  Hall,  Oxford,  England,  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  degree  of  B.A.  January  26,  1623  4. 
Gov.  Thomas  Welles  was  a  highly  educated  gen¬ 
tleman  as  evidenced  by  the  documents  he  wrote, 
his  penmanship,  his  sound  judgment  in  all  matters 
of  state  and  the  steadfast  confidence  of  the  elec¬ 
torate  which  he  commanded.  This  has  led  many 
to  believe  that  he  was  a  College  man  and  some  have 
taken  this  Oxford  student  as  a  probability.  The 
writer,  however,  would  hardly  think  that  our 
Thomas  would  enter  Oxford  a  married  man  and 

- — -  graduate.  This  would  be  the  case  if  son  John  was 

actually  born  in  1620.  There  have  been  many  earnest  efforts  made  to  find  the  English  antecedents  o  f 
Thomas  Welles,  but  none  have  succeeded  with  proof  so  far  as  we  know.  One  account  says  “he  left  Roth- 
well,  Northamptonshire,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  on  the  charge  of  nonconformity,  in  the  service  of  Lord 
Saye  and  Sele,  settling  rt  Saybrook.  He  was  secretary  to  Lord  Saye  and  the  families  w-ere  connected.  In 
this  same  year,  with  others  of  the  Saybrooke  settlers,  he  came  to  Hartford.  Little  of  his  early  life,  how¬ 
ever,  seems  to  be  known.”  Another  account  says  he  came  by  way  of  Boston  to  Hartford,  per  grant  in 
which  he  figures  (1626').  Another  says  he  came  to  Boston  as  a  stow-a-way  and  was  one  of  seven  sons. 
The  statements  as  to  the  English  ancestry  of  our  Governor  in  the  history  of  the  Welles  family  (1876)  are 
conflicting,  though  the  author,  A.  Welles,  seems  to  give  preference  finally  to  the  Thomas  Wells  of  Roth- 
well,  Northamptonshire  (pp.  132-3).  See  Matthew’s  American  Armory  and  Blue  Book  for  alleged  Coat 
of  Arms.  We  prefer  to  discard  all  of  these  prognostications  and  accept  the  belief  that  he  came  to  America 
from  source  not  yet  known,  by  way  of  Cambridge,  as  told  in  the  item  below. 

1629,  March  12.  Vol.  24,  p  264  N  E  H  &  G:  Here  we  find  a  patent,  granting  to  Edward  Hilton  of 
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Widow  Elizabeth  Deming  Foote 
he  d.  Jan’y  14,  1659/60 
a?  a  62 

1640.  P  102  Welles  Fam  (1876):  Some  writers 
have  estimated  this  year  as  the  probable  year  of 
Elizabeth  Hunt’s  death.  As  a  matter  of  fact  there 
is  no  known  record  of  her  in  America,  living  or 
dead.  In  Vol.  I,  p  54  of  the  General  Court 
Records  of  Connecticut  there  is  recorded  the  will 
of  Blaynche  Hunt,  who  makes  bequests  to  “my 
Cossen  Mary  Robins”  and  “my  cossen  Mary 
Baylding.”  She  appoints  “my  uncle  W^elles  my 
executor.”  The  will  bears  no  date,  but  the  inven¬ 
tory  of  her  estate  was  taken  September  20,  1644, 
by  Andrewe  Waird  and  Will  Gybbins.  It  is 
claimed  by  some  that  W'illiam  Gibbons  was  a 
friend  and  near  neighbor  of  Thomas  Welles  in 
Hartford;  and  that  Blanche  Hunt,  niece  of 
Thomas  Welles,  was  living  with  his  family  at  the 
time.  This  is  flimsy  evidence  on  which  to  base 
the  name  of  Thomas  Welles’  wife  as  Elizabeth 
Hunt.  No  source  of  the  first  name  Elizabeth  even 
has  been  discovered;  and  no  better  evidence  than 
the  above  that  her  name  was  Hunt. 
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Dover,  New  England,  a  tract  of  land  at  Hilton’s  Point  on  the  south  side  of  the  Pascataquack  River,  now 
in  the  state  of  New  Hampshire.  This  tract  was  soon  sold  to  some  merchants  in  Bristol,  England,  as  ap¬ 
pears  by  a  petition  to  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  November,  1654.  The  petitioners  John 
Allen,  Nicholas  Shapleigh  and  Thomas  Lake,  say  among  other  things,  that  “Mr.  Hilton  sold  the  land  to 
some  merchants  of  Bristol  [England]  who  had  it  in  possession  for  about  two  years,”  and  that  "The  Lord 
Say,  the  Lord  Brook,  Sir  Richard  Saltonstall,  Sir  Arthur  Haslerigg,  Mr.  Bosville,  Mr.  Wyllys,  Mr.  Whiting, 
Mr.  Hewett,”  and  others,  “bought  the  said  land  of  Bristol  merchants  and  they  have  paid  £2,150.”  Allen 
and  his  associates  wanted  the  Court  to  set  out  to  them  the  bounds  of  the  territory  which  is  now  in  their 
full  title.  The  Court  appointed  a  committee  to  do  this  work  and  their  report  made  in  May,  1656  shows 
that  the  interests  in  the  patent  comprised  twenty  four  and  three-quarters  shares.  Thereupon  the  Committee 
divided  the  lands  into  three  parts  of  eight  and  one-quarter  shares  each.  One  part  w'as  allotted  to  Nathaniel 
Gardener,  Thomas  Lake  and  partners;  a  second  to  Captain  Thomas  Wiggan  and  partners;  and  the  third 
to  “the  Shrewsbury  men.”  It  is  this  connection  in  the  patent  with  lords  Say  and  Brook,  I  take  it,  that  has 
led  to  the  assumption  by  some  that  Thomas  Welles  was  secretary  to  Lord  Saye.  That  Thomas  w-as  an 
owner  of  one  share,  purchased  probably  in  England  before  he  came  to  America,  and  that  he  with  Mr. 
William  Whiting  of  Hartford,  were  trustees  of  the  patent  in  America  for  the  Company  in  England,  is 
shown  by  his  letter  to  Gov.  Winthrop  of  Massachusetts  Bay  dated  April  16,  1639  as  appears  later. 

1635/6,  Feb.  8.  Vol.  I,  P  6  T  V,  Newtown,  Mass.:  “The  Names  of  Those  men  whoe  have  houses  in  the 
Towne  at  this  present  as  onely  are  to  be  accounted  as  houses  of  the  Towne.”  Under  this  heading  there  are 
listed  85  names  of  proprietors  of  Newtown,  which  was  the  first  name  for  Cambridge,  the  town  from  which 
the  exodus  was  engineered  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  under  the  lead  of  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  in  the  summer 
following.  The  twenty  third  name  in  this  list  is  “Tho  Wells”  and  since  his  name  is  absent  from  all  subse¬ 
quent  lists  we  assume  that  he  made  the  trip  to  Connecticut  in  the  Llooker  Party,  same  as  many  others 
whose  names  disappear  in  the  same  way  at  this  time  and  re-appear  at  Hartford.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  his 
name  does  not  seem  to  appear  in  any  other  capacity  in  Newtown,  hence  this  is  the  earliest  known  record 
in  America  of  our  Thomas  Welles. 

1636,  June  1.  Vol.  I,  p  35  Trumbull  (1886):  On  the  overland  Hooker  caravan  which  left  Cambridge  this 
date  Thomas  Welles  was  accompanied  by  wife  and  seven  children,  the  oldest  child  being  about  seventeen 

•  and  the  youngest  about  one  year  old.  The  difficulties  of  such  a  trip  of  two  weeks  through  an  untrod  wilder¬ 
ness,  over  bridgeless  streams  and  rivers,  can  only  be  imagined.  It  was  a  heavy  task  enough  for  grown  men 
alone,  but  w'hen  weak  w'omen  and  one  year  old  babies  were  also  to  be  cared  for,  it  became  a  task  which 
only  the  Pilgrim  Spirit  could  achieve.  The  party  arrived  practically  as  an  organized  Church  with  Rev. 
Thomas  Hooker  in  active  charge.  The  First  Church  of  Hartford,  in  its  roster  of  original  members,  places 
Thomas  Welles  fourth  from  the  top. 

1637,  Mch.  28.  Vol.  I,  p  4  G  C:  This  appears  to  be  the  earliest  specific  date  in  which  Thomas  Welles 
figures  at  Hartford,  it  being  the  date  when  he  becomes  a  member  of  the  Court  of  .Magistrates,  the  govern¬ 
ing  body  of  Connecticut,  of  which  he  remained  an  active  member  until  death  in  1660.  Here  is  the  record  of 
his  service  as  a  State  official  as  given  in  the  “Connecticut  State  Register  and  Manual :  ”  ‘  First  Treasurer  of 
the  State  1639-41,  2  years;  Treasurer  again  1648-52,  4  years;  second  Secretary  of  State  1641-48,  7  years; 
fifth  Dep.  Governor  of  the  State  1654,  56-58,  59,  4  years;  fourth  Governor  of  the  State  1655,  58,  2  years. 
He  died  in  office  as  Deputy  Governor,  an  office  comparable  with  the  present  Lieutenant  Governor.  Thomas 
Welles  was  thus  in  the  public  service  of  the  State  during  his  entire  life  of  at  least  23  years  in  Connecticut. 
He  holds  the  honor  of  being  the  only  man  in  the  history  of  Connecticut  who  has  held  the  four  offices  of  Gov¬ 
ernor,  Deputy  Governor,  Treasurer  and  Secretary  of  the  Commonw’ealth.  He  rose  rapidly  in  the  affairs  of 
State.  He  was  one  of  the  most  estimable  men  of  the  Colony  and  held  to  an  unlimited  extent  the  confidence 
of  the  people.  Many  of  the  early  and  most  important  papers  pertaining  to  the  founding  of  the  Colony  were 
drafted  by  him.  From  date  above,  March  28,  1637,  to  Nov.  9,  1659,  (the  session  of  the  General  Court  prior 
to  his  death)  there  were  held  1 82  sessions  of  “ The  Court,  ”  “The  General  Court,  a  Perticuler  Court,  or 
a  “General  Court  of  Election,  ”  Thomas  Wells  being  a  member  of  every  one  and  present  at  every  session  ex- 


YOOJA3WaO‘TT38  2"Aa 


STY  • 

i  ..  < 

won  ,»vi5I  >(>a<ipc}aDUin  9tiJ  )o  abi»  rt)uoe  ad)  no  )nk>^  e'noJliH  )s  basi  lo  }o«U  s  ^boRt^nH  wol<  .nvoC 
<l«  u  .bncf^nB  Jo)8nQ  ni  zJnndonm  amoe  o)  bloe  m>o<  ssvtr  rstnt  ^i^f^  .yuritqmfiH  waH  lo  s)s)«  ad)  ni 
ndo\.  nanoUUaq  arfT  .f^dl  ,TyitmviM  ni  (oQ  e))?2urbR<a&M  lo  )iixO  isianaO  ad)  a)  noiibaq  a  yd  runq 
a)  bnsi  ad)  bloft  nojtiH  .iM**  )fid)  .z^nid)  ndto  gnomjB  \af  .a^lsJ  c&morfT  bns  dshlqiidS  ftsfocbUd  .nallA 
btoJ  aifT**  SKiii  bfu  '* .ziitax  Juodfi  lol  notwawoq  ni  )i  bnd  odw  (bns^tnS]  ioithaio  unsdatam  amoz 
,5rri)lrfW  .iM  .zxMyW  .'tM  .alR  /zoS  .ifd  ,a5rr>l?iiH  lorlftA  tl^  .floenoltfiS  biMi^  ilB  .iloouQ  buxJ  ad)  ,y«2 
naflA  **.0{I,r3l  bUq  a/ui  ’<ad)  bna  zinfuimm  lo)enS  lo  bnal  biM  ad)  Jdauod*'  .«iad)o  boo  "^vvaH  .tM 
liad)  ni  won  si  daldw  'Cio)rm)  ad)  >o  sbnuod  ad)  tnad)  o)  luo  ru  o)  )iuo3  ad)  ba)nBW  2a)Bbosta  sid  bno 
s/n>d«  d^dl  ni  ab«m  )ioqyi  ibd)  bnc  ;liow  sid)  ob  o)  aa))imrnoa  a  ba)nioqqs  nuoD  adT  .abb  lltd 
aa))imrTKOar{)  noqiiaiadT  r/i&de  ^laMsup^aouHbno  lucd  y)naw)  basirqmoo  Jtoleq  ad)  ni  s)«aia)ni  ad)  )Bd) 
binaibfiVl  o)  ba))olta  saw  rusq  anO  .fbaa  »iMf|  laiiuiip^ano  bos  )rts<d  ^  Duq  aaid)  o)m  sbnci  ad)  babivib 
biid)  ad)  bns  ;«nnncq  bfts  ns^rXT  samodT  nkjqsD  o)  bno>M  a  ;r)aanoq  bns  adoJ  zsmodT  .tanabroO 
ofiil  JutJ  4i  xiifi)  1  ,>kKnO  boB  yeS  sbiol  d)iw  mafcq  sdl  oi  noi)>aanoo  sid)  si  )1  ** Jtam  yiudswaidS  ad)*‘<  o) 
nu  ssw  ssmodT  )8dT  ^ysS  bioJ  o)  viB»arr»e  suw  safTaW  >cmstdT  )«dt  amot  yd  ft<^)qrnu»  ad)  o)  bal 
.i)/  d)iw  ad  )sd)  bns  ^hamA.  o)  anuo  ad  atolad  bn6i;|n3  nj  yldadoiq  batsdTiiiq  .aicdi  anolo  tanwo 
d  .bnal^nB  ni  ynsq/noO  adJ  wl  sahamA  ni  )na)Bq  ad)  lo  oalmn  yxr^  .biolnsH  lo  gnWdW  msUnW 
.)a)8l  ZTsaqqs  ss  (fCdl  ^1  IhqA  baisb  yftS  z)r>>urb£SC&M  lo  q(nd)niW  .voO  o)  ta))a(  sid  yd  nwods 

ad)  ni  saeuod  avsri  aodw  nam  atorlTlo  sjoibU  adT*'  :.ss&M  .nwojwaH  ,V  T  d  q  J  .foV  .8  .daH  ,d\<LCdl 
ais  ai^)  gnlbfiad  siii)  nbaU  ".'anwoT  ad)  lo  saxiM>d  so  bajnuoaas  ad  oi  aia  ylano  so  irtasviq  sid)  )6  anwoT 
4  fbidw  rno'A  nwof  ad)  .ajibhdmsD  to!  anu^n  Jnd  ad)  sow  dairiw  ,nvK4waM  lo  no)aiiqoiq  lo  sanuin  ^8  ba)sii 
Tammus  ad)  ni  ,ia;iooH  icmodT  .va^  lo  bvai  -xit  lobnu  4t)o)]ud-(  o)  baiaanqioa  saw  suboosd) 

•asdus  Itsnxrd  inasdoti  amiwi  sui  aonis  bns  "slbV/  oifT**  si  )sli  sid)  nl  arnsn  biid)  yioaw)  adT  .^niwolkd 
noiUo  ynsm  ss  amss  ,yn«n  laiooH  ad)  ni  iualJaannQ3  o)  qH)  ad)  abnni  ad  )fid)  amuus  aw  sisil  inaup 
sid  4:»nl  ia})em  s  sA  .battliioH  is  -ir.uqqs'at  bnc  ann)  sUt)  )6  ysw  arnu  ad)  ni^teaqqssib  om&n  asodw 
biogoi  nwofii  is^iita  ail)  ti  sid)  aanati  ,Rwo)waV*  ni  '(Hafiqio  laHlo  yna  ni  imqqc  o)  maat  )on  saob  anian 

jtalbW  ssmuffT  mo  lo  sahartiA  ni 

s)d)  ajbixlrncp  ilai  ibid  w  novEMn laolooH  bnolta/o sib  nO  ‘4888!)  fludmuiT  8C  q  «1  .loV ..  I  am4.3Cdt 
naaxnavas  juodo  ^niad  br>da  laablo  ad)  naibiiib  na*/as  bfra  adw  yd  balitaqmooog  sow  saiiaW  siunodT  a)ob 
•laUiwboTJnnasdigiiarulJsdaawowalQqiilirbimlossiiiud^aifT  J»lo  loay  aoo  luods  itagnuoy  ad)  bns  > 
naoi  own:)  aol  liioona  ]i«E)  yvcaii  a  sow  Ji  .banikmni  ad  ylno  niia  ,stavh  bno  tnumts  ssalattMid lavo  .stan 
ibidw  isft)  •  amioad  Ji  ,)ui  tmto  ad  os  oalc  snow  oidod  bk>  laay  ano  bns  imnow  altaw  nadw  )ud  ,aaol8 
..vaA  dliw  daiufO  bonnsinp  ns  so  yilsabsiaq  bo/irui  ytroq  aHT  .avaiibo  bUioa  ihiqB  mhtli^  mU  ylno 
saoalq  jnadinam  Isrusho  lo  taisoi  »)i  ni  I  lo  ibiudO  ntR  adT  .^ada  avi)a«  ni  laiooH  ssmodT 

qo)  ad)  molt  dnud)  sailaW  ssmodT 

taJlaW  ssmorfT  ibidw  ni  alsb  adbaq*  JsailTEa  ad)  ad  oi  eoaoqqs  difT  ;D  D  q  ,1  .loV  .8£  .dsM  JCM 
'nTavoy  ad)  .ealotfti^sM  lo  JiuoD  adi>o  ndmam  s  samoaad  ad  nadw  aisb  ad)  gobd  Ji  .btoHnsH  )s  smiled 
lo  biooari  ad)  si  ataH  .Oildl  nl  rUoab  Ii)nu  aaslmani  ayi)as  na  bsnismai  ad  fbidw lo  ^u^iiaannoOlo ybod ^i 
lo  laiussaiT  min  ’*  '‘:loonoM  bno  )a)atS9>!  as«s2  tuobaanfKO'*  ad)  ni  navi^  as  labdlo  a)sj8  s  is  aohrntiM 
Ttisay  T  .8A-IN11  aisiS  lo  yissa'iaaS  bocnot  ^sacsy  ^  nisfa isiuisaiT  timsy  t  .tMCdl  aJsfSad) 

.nsay  C  ,8b  ,bbdf  S)b)2  ad)  lo  lonmoO  dividl  ;sis9ry  .Sb^b  .^bdl  a)s)d  ad)  lo  aomayoD  ^rXl  ibid 
tsnio^  .lomavoO  JnsoaiuaLl  Jnaraiq  ad)  d)tw  sidatsqmoa  aodlo  ns  .mmavoO  yjuqaG  asaoilb  ni  baibaH 
JinttMonoD  nl  sisay  tt  )tsal  )b  lo  alii  aibna  dd  )<thub  a)s)8  ad)  lo  salvTas  alidtiq  ad)  ni  sud)  saw  talbW 
•voOlo  ssafflo  mol  ad)  bbd  asd  odw  lusirawmiOlo  yioistd  ad)  ni  nsm  ylno  ad)  gnl^  lo  wood  ad)  sblod  aH 
lo  nislls  ad)  rd  ylbiqsi  asoi  aH  ^tilfcawnomwicO  ad)  lo  yssiana^  bos  laiussotT  ,au(r»voO  yfuqaG  ,>o(m 
aorrabftnoo  adi  matxa  faMimlUui  ns  o)  bbd  bus  ynokOaib  lonwialdsniitiataocnaibloanosswaH  jos)2 
row  ynokO  ari)  lo  ^nibnuoil  adi  of  sninbtmq  maqsq  imiioqiai  )aom  bns  ylisa  ad)  lo  ynsl/  .alqoaq  adt  lo 
lohq  mjoL>isnfiaOad)lonolssa«ad))  ,9bdl  ,C.v^ol,T(dl  ,B£ib)sM  ,avodo  usb  moiH  jnid  yd  boAsib 
10  ",)iuoD  rdinbia^  "s'*  ,riuoD  Issank)  adT"  "  .iwoD  adT"  lo  snolssaa  £81  bbd  nrw  rorii  (dfsab  sid  o) 

•za  nobsas  yiava  )b  )naeiq  bns  ano  yuvalo  ladnao)  s  (obd  dbW  asinodT  "  ,noi)aal31o  DikO  IsmnaO**  s 


THE  WELLES  FAMILY 


779 


cept  10,  in  the  capacity  of  Magistrate,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  Moderator,  Deputy  Governor  and  Governor. 
As  Deputy  Governor  and  Governor  he  attended  every  one  of  26  sessions  held  during  his  term,  except  one. 

1637,  May  1.  P  4  Do;  “Gcn’all  Corte  Att  Harteford:”  Both  our  Mr.  Thomas  Welles  and  our  Mr. 
John  Steele  were  members  of  this  Court  which,  for  its  first  item  of  business,  declared  war  on  the  Pequots, 
John  Steele,  Sec’y,  signing  the  order:  “  It  is  ordered  that  there  shalbe  an  offensive  warr  agt  the  Pequoitt, 
and  that  there  shalbe  90  men  levied  out  of  the  3  Plantacons,  Harteford,  Weathersfeild  (3c  Windsor  (vict) 
out  of  Harteford  42,  Windsor  30,  Wcathersfeild  18,  under  the  Comande  of  Captaine  Jo:  Mason  .... 
It  is  ordered  that  every  souldier  shall  carry  w“*  him  1  powder,  4  shott,  20  bulletts;  1  barell  of  Powder 
from  the  Rivers  mouth  (a  light)  Gunn  if  they  cann.” 

1638/9,  January  14.  P  216  Do:  The  free  planters  of  the  three  towns  named  above  met  in  convention  for 
the  purpose  of  adopting  a  constitution  —  “Fundamental  Orders”  they  are  called  in  the  minutes.  The 
result  was  “the  first  constitution  creating  a  government  ever  adopted.  ”  This  is  entered  on  the  record  in 
the  handwriting  of  Thomas  Welles,  though  he  did  not  become  secretary  until  1641.  Something  ailed  the 
Secretary  in  those  days  for  the  Colonial  Records  for  the  period  Apl.  5,  1638  to  Apl.  11,  1639  were  never 
entered  though  evidence  of  meetings  held  in  the  interim  are  extant.  Such  losses  of  public  records  make  an 
“aching  void”  never  to  be  made  good. 

1639,  Apl.  11.  P  23  Do:  The  first  election  held  under  the  new  constitution  takes  place  today  and  Thomas 
Welles  is  elected  as  the  first  Treasurer  of  the  infant  Colony  of  Connecticut.  This  office  he  holds  for  two 
years.  He  was  considered  one  of  the  best  writers  of  the  Colony  and  it  is  said  that  most  of  the  early  laws 
and  papers  were  produced  by  him. 

1639,  April  16.  Vol.  VI,  p  583,  4th  Scr,  M  H  S  C:  Here  we  find  the  letter  referred  to  above  written  by 
Thomas  Welles,  Hartford,  to  Governor  John  Winthrop  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  It  indicates  close 
acquaintance  with  the  other  patentee  owners  in  England,  to  be  appointed,  with  his  friend  William  Whiting 
of  Hartford,  their  Patentee  Agents  in  America: 

“To  the  Right  Worshipfull  Mr.  Wynthroppe  Governour  at  the  Bay  present  thesc:Right  Worshipfull, — 
I  cannot  but  condemne  my  selfc  of  great  ingratitude,  in  this  my  so  long  sylence,  after  the  receipte  of  many 
free  and  undesearved  favours  from  your  Worship,  for  all  which,  1  have  not  yet  any  opportunity  to  expresse 
my  thankefull  acknowledgement  thereof,  but  by  these  fewe  lynes,  wherein  I  desire  humbly  to  present  my 
harty  &  unfeinged  thanks  unto  you,  as  for  all  other  manifestations  of  your  love,  so  for  your  great  care  <3i: 
troble  in  restoreing  unto  me  my  searvaunt  out  of  the  paurs  of  those  desperat  deluded  cretures  at  the  Hand, 
wherein  he  was  fearefully  intangled  and  insnared;  a  deliverance  for  which  both  he,  and  all  his  frynds  are 
ever  bound  to  give  thanks  to  Almighty  God,  who  made  your  Worship  so  happy  a  instrument  as  to  accom- 
plishe  the  same.  W'hat  chardges  ether  your  selfe,  or  any  by  order  from  you  have  disbursed,  I  shall  most 
gladly  satisfie.  My  deare  fryend,  Mr.  Bellingham,  sent  me  word  that  he  paid  for  his  passage  by  water  the 
which  I  shall  thankefully  repay  at  his  comming  to  Conectecott,  which  he  hath  appoynted  before  his  re^ 
turne  to  the  Bay. 

“  I  am  sory  to  heare  you  have  such  ill  neighbours  at  Pyscataqua,  which  I  feare  will  prove  the  reseptacle 
of  such  persons  as  stand  disaffected  to  this  State.  I  should  gladly  be  advised  by  your  Worship  &  my 
worthy  ffryend  Mr.  Dudley  what  1  might  due  for  the  prevention  thereof:  haveing  the  disposeing  thereof 
committed  to  my  trust,  (from  the  Company)  with  Mr.  Whiting,  if  he  bring  no  other  directions  at  his  re- 
turne  from  Old  Ingland,  if  your  worships  advise  yt  may  rest,  as  yt  is  so  long  :  thus  craveing  pardon  for  my 
boldnes,  I  humbly  take  my  leave  &  rest, 

“At  your  Worships  searvice  to  be  commanded 

Thos  :  Welles.” 

1639,  Aug.  8.  Vol.  I,  p  25  G  C:  At  “A  Generali  Court  att  Hartford,  Mr.  Governor,  Mr.  Deputy  and  Mr. 
Wells,  or  any  two  of  them,  are  entreated  to  goe  to  the  Rivers  mouth  to  consult  with  Mr.  Fenwicke  about 
a  treaty  of  combinacon  wch  is  desired  againe  to  be  on  foott  with  the  Bay.”  At  this  time  the  Saybrook 
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Plantation  was  not  a  part  of  Connecticut  Colony.  It  was  owned  chiefiy  by  Mr.  Fenwick,  the  agent  of 
Lords  Saye  and  Brooke.  One  week  later  the  committee  reported  that  they  “had  repayred  to  Mr.  Fenwicke 
according  to  the  direction  of  the  Court,”  and  “he  is  willing  the  State  here  should  p’ceed  to  mutuall  agree¬ 
ment  for  an  offencive  and  defencive  warr  and  all  other  offices  of  love.”  It  was  not  until  May  19,  1643, 
however,  that  the  Confederation  was  accomplished. 

1639,  Oct.  10.  P  29  Do:  The  General  Court  appoints  “.Mr.  Geverno^  and  Mr.  Wells”  a  committee  to 
visit  the  region  beyond  Pequannocke  and  report  to  the  Court  at  its  next  session  whether  it  is  suitable  for  a 
Plantation.  Also  they  are  to  “conferr  with  the  planters  att  Pequannocke,  to  give  them  the  oath  of  fidelity.” 

1639/40,  Jan’y  3.  Vol.  I,  p  A  Dist;  In  the  list  of  121  original  proprietors  of  Hartford,  who  have  rights 
in  the  undivided  lands,  Thomas  Welles  is  fifth  in  order  and  is  recorded  as  owning  100  acres.  His  house  lot 
in  Hartford  was  on  the  east  side  of  the  present  Governor  Street,  near  its  junction  with  the  present  Wyllys 
street.  The  location  and  surroundings  may  be  seen  on  W™  S.  Porter’s  “Hartford  in  1640”  in  the  ‘  Mem¬ 
orial  History  of  Hartford  County.”  The  description  of  the  house  lot  as  well  as  a  summary  of  the  other 
lands  in  Hartford,  which  give  him  his  place  on  the  founders’  monument  back  of  the  First  Church  in  Hart¬ 
ford,  is  found  in  the  next  item. 

1639/40,  Feb’y.  P  10  Do:  “Severall  parsells  of  land  in  Hartford  on  the  river  of  Conecticot  belonging  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Wells,  «3c  to  his  heires  forever:  One  parsed  on  which  his  dwelling  house  now  standeth  with 
other  outhouses,  yards,  or  gardens  therein  being  containing  by  Estimation  Seven  akers,  &  two  roods, 
more  or  les,  viz:  two  akers  for  a  house  lott,  &  two  akers,  two  roods  of  upland,  &  three  akers  of  meadow, 
abutting  on  Mr.  Hopkinses  meadow,  on  the  north,  &  East,  <3c  on  Mr.  Whytings  land,  &  on  Thomas  Osmers 
land,  on  the  South,  &  on  the  high  way  leading  from  Will:  Hillses  to  the  ox  pasture,  on  the  West,  &  on  Mr. 
Websters  house  lott  on  the  North.” 

In  addition  the  following  pieces  are  recorded  at  length:  “One  parcel  of  90  acres  abutting  on  the  Indian  s 
land;  one  parcel  in  Hockanum  containing  about  12  acres;  one  parcel  of  swamp  by  the  Great  River,  3  acres; 
one  parcel  of  upland  of  23  Acres  bought  of  John  Blackleach;  one  parcel  of  3  A  including  a  tenement;  one 
parcel  on  East  side  of  Great  River  5  A  bought  of  Dea.  Edw.  Stebbins,”  et  al. 

1639/40,  Feb’y  20.  Vol.  1,  p  34  G  C:  Mr.  Wells,  Cnpt  Mason  and  George  Hubbard  are  added  to  the 
committee  “  for  the  viewing  of  Unxus  Sepos.  ”  This  was  the  beginnings  of  Farmington  which  however  did 
not  receive  this  name  till  1645.  Before  this  it  was  also  known  asTunxis.  Mr.  Welles  became  one  of  tne 
17  original  proprietors  along  with  Mr.  Haynes,  Mr.  Hopkins  and  .Mr.  W'ebster,  all  early  officers  of  the 
Colony,  and  other  prominent  men,  though  some  of  them  never  lived  there.  Mr.  Welles  never  did  though 
he  owned  in  Farmington  a  house-lot  of  six  acres  with  a  dwelling  house  thereon,  one  hundred  acres  of  plow¬ 
ing  land  and  thirty  acres  of  meadow.  Before  ten  years  were  gone  he  had  disposed  of  it  all,  the  house  and 
lot  going  to  his  daughter  Anne. 

1640,  Mch.  25.  Vol.  I,  p  47  T  V:  Thomas  W^elles  was  on  a  committee  with  the  Hartford  Townsmen,  and 
with  our  Mr.  Steele,  et  al,  to  put  a  new  porch  on  the  Meeting  House  and  make  a  rate  for  same. 

1640,  Apl.  9.  Vol.  I,  p  39  G  C:  Mr.  Haynes,  Mr.  Ludloe  &  Mr.  Welles  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  detennine  “the  bounds  betwixt  Paquanocke”  (now  Bridgeport)  “&  Uncowaye  (Fairfield)  .... 
"And  also  that  they  tender  the  Oath  of  Fidelity  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Townes  and  make  such  free 

as  they  shall  approve  of.” 

1640/1,  Jan’y  Vol.  I,  p  39  T  V:  “  Itt  is  ordered  y‘  y*  governer,  Mr.  Wells  &  i\F  Webster  shall  end  ye 
deferes  bettwixt  petticulare  men  in  ye  south  medow.” 

1640/1,  Feb’y  IS,  P  55  Do:  Thomas  Welles  is  on  committee  with  our  Mr.  Steele,  William  Lewis,  ef  a/,  to 
divide  the  land  on  the  east  side  of  the  great  river. 
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1641,  Apl.  9.  Vol.  I,  p74GC;  From  this  date  to  May  18, 1648,  for  these  seven  years,  Thomas  Welles  was 
chosen  secretary  of  the  Connecticut  Colony,  the  original  records  of  the  Court  for  this  period  being  in  his 
handwriting.  The  Colony  wanted  him  for  Treasurer  again  and  he  was  so  chosen  from  1648  to  1652,  four 
years. 

1642,  Sept.  27.  Vol.  II,  p  25  M  B  C:  “The  magistrates  in  &  neare  Boston  w"*  the  deputies  of  Boston, 
Charlestowne,  Cambridg,  Watertowne,  Roxberry,  Dorchester,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  are  appointed 
to  bee  a  comitte  to  treate  w'*’  any  comission  from  Plimoth,  Conectecot,  or  Newe  Haven,  about  the  union, 
&  concerning  avoyding,  any  danger  of  the  Indians,  &  to  have  power  to  do  hearin  what  they  shall  find  need' 
full  for  comon  safety  and  peace,  so  as  they  enter  not  into  an  offencive  warr  w“’  out  order  of  this  Courte.” 
In  May,  1643,  representatives  of  the  four  Colonies  met  and  agreed  upon  articles  of  confederation,  in  the 
interest  of  mutual  protection  and  peace.  They  agreed  “to  bee  called  by  the  name  of  the  United  Colonies 
of  New  England.  ”  A  few  years  later  Thomas  Welles  became  a  very  influential  member  of  this  united  as- 

sembly. 

1642,  Dec.  1.  Vol.  I,  p  77  C  C:  “The  Cov',  Mr.  Heynes,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Welles  &  Mr  Phelps  are 
dcsirred  to  consider  w'**  the  Elders  conserninge  the  synns  of  Curseing  father  or  mother,  Incorrigibleness, 
Ravishment,  Contempt  of  Ordinances,  Lying,  and  Brech  of  P^mise  and  to  make  some  lawes  ag^‘  them  & 
P'sent  them  to  the  next  General  Courte”. 

1643,  Apl.  13.  P  103  Do:  “  It  is  Ordered,  that  one  or  two  of  the  Magistrats  shall  be  sent  to  Stratford 
and  Uncoway  (Fairfield)  to  joyne  w‘'‘  Mr.  Ludlowe  for  the  execution  of  Justice,  twice  this  ycare,  vizt.  the 
last  Thursday  in  Aprell  and  the  last  in  September.  Capten  Mason  and  Xlr.  Welles  are  appoynted  for  the 
last  in  Aprell.” 

1644,  Oct.  25.  P  129  Do:  “  It  is  Ordered  that  two  men  shal  be  appoynted  in  every  Towne  w"*  in  this 
Jurisdiction,  who  shall  demaund  what  every  family  will  give  and  the  same  to  be  gathered  &  brought  into 
some  roome  in  March:  and  this  to  Continue  yearely  as  yt  shall  be  Considered  by  the  Comissio  The 
P'sons  to  demand  what  will  be  given  are  ffor  W  ethersfield,  M'  Trott,  i\F  Welles.”  This  action  was  taken 
in  respMDnse  to  a  recommendation  of  the  United  Commissioners  that  help  be  given  to  Hatvard  College. 
This  is  but  a  sample  of  how  in  every  age  and  generation  education  reaches  out  for  funds.  Education  is 
expensive,  but  it  has  made  good;  has  made  America  great  in  spite  of  heavy  odds,  and  stands  justified  in 
every  state  and  territory  of  the  Union,  as  typified  in  those  splendid  words  which  decorate  the  frieze  on  one 
entire  side  of  the  Boston  Public  Library:  “The  Commonwealth  Requires  the  Education  of  the  People 
as  a  Safeguard  to  the  Republic.” 

1644,  Dec.  14.  P  233  Do:  Will  of  George  Wyllys:  “  I  doe  give  unto  my  loveing  fryends  M^  ffenwicke, 
M'  Heynes,  M^  Hopkins,  M^  Welles,  M^  Webster,  NP  W^hiting,  Capten  Mason,  M^  Hooker,  M^  Stone  &  M^ 
Wareham  twenty  shillings  a  peece  as  a  token  of  my  love.”  These  legatees  were  all  officers  of  the  Colony  in 
the  early  days,  except  Capt.  Mason,  the  Pequot  warrior,  and  the  last  three  who  were  clergymen. 

1645,  Apl.  8.  Vol.  I,  p  32  T  V,  Hartford;  “Mr.  Tho.  Wells  his  marke  is  a  Cropp  on  ye  of  eare.  ”  This  is 
the  second  ear  mark  to  be  recorded  by  the  citizens  of  Hartford. 

1645,  May  13.  Vol.  I,  p  141  G  C;  “  It  is  desiered  that  the  Gov^  Mr  Deputy,  .Mr.  Fenwicke,  Mr  Whit- 
ing  and  Mr.  Welles  should  agitate  the  business  concerneing  the  enlardgement  of  the  libertyes  of  the  Patent 
for  this  Jurisdiction.”  The  reference  was  to  the  Saybrook  patent  which  had  been  bought  by  the  Connec- 
ticut  Colony  from  George  Fenwick,  the  Agent,  on  Dec.  5,  1644.  Thus  in  this  early  day  the  Colony  was 
busy  enlarging  its  borders. 

1646,  May  16.  Vol.  Ill,  p  138  L  R,  Farmington;  On  this  May  day  Thomas  W^elles  of  Hartford  conveyed 
to  his  daughter  Anne  and  her  husband  Thomas  Thomson  of  Hartford  one-half  of  his  real  estate  in  Farm¬ 
ington.  By  1650  he  had  conveyed  the  other  half  to  his  son  John.  Between  May  and  October  of  1646  the 
Welles  family  moved  from  Hartford  to  Wethersfield.  It  is  probable,  too,  that  the  move  was  prompted 
entirely  by  the  second  marriage  of  Thomas  Welles  and  widow  Elizabeth  Deming  Foote  which  in  all  prob¬ 
ability  took  place  during  the  summer  of  this  year.  Her  husband  Nathaniel  Foote,  a  leading  and  first  settler 
of  Wethersfield,  had  died  in  November,  1644,  leaving  a  large  landed  estate  —  large  enough  indeed  to  be  a 
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deciding  factor  in  the  move.  Five  of  the  Foote  children  were  unmarried  and  very  likely  at  home,  while 
seven  of  the  Welles  children  were  in  like  state;  hence  the  combination  made  a  large  and  important  house¬ 
hold.  Elizabeth  Foote  had  15  years  of  wedded  life  with  Governor  Welles  and  lived  for  25  years  after  he 
died,  she  dying  at  88  on  July  28,  1685.  See  her  will  under  Foote.  Hollister  says.  Governor  Webster  and 
Governor  Welles,  if  they  did  not  labor  with  their  own  hands,  taught  their  sons  to  toil.”  In  Vol.  I,  p  6  L  R, 
Wethersfield,  his  cattle  car  mark  is  given;  “The  Earmarke  of  Thomas  Wells  is  the  far  Ear  forkt  &  swallow 
Taild  wth  an  under  cut:  the  Near  ear  whole:  this  is  his  mark.” 

1646,  Oct.  10.  Vol.  I,  p  1 59  L  R,  Wethersfield :  This  is  the  day  on  which  our  Secretary  of  State  Thomas 
Welles,  now  of  Wethersfield,  conveys  his  interest  in  the  Foote  homestead,  only  this  past  summer  acquired 
through  marriage  to  V'idow  Foote,  to  “  Nath:  Foote  lately  Nath:  Foote’s  his  ffather.”  This  is  the  first  real 
estate  transaction  in  which  he  figures  in  Wethersfield.  On  the  same  day  as  above  transfer  this  additional 
entry  appears;  “The  lands  of  Wells  wh  he  bought  of  iVF  Plum  lying  in  Wethersfield  on  Conecticot 
River:  One  pcce  whereon  his  house  Standeth  con  Eyghteene  acr  more  or  lesse.  It  Abutts  against  the  Fort 
street  south  and  the  land  of  the  widow  Masons  North  and  the  house  lotts  of  Swain,  Rich:  Gildersleve 
and  George  Hubbard  east  and  penywise  west.”  This  property  became  his  homestead.  Later  it  became  a 
part  of  the  ground  bought  by  the  State  of  Connecticut  for  the  location  of  the  State  prison.  Ten  pieces  of 
land  arc  recorded  here  including  two  pieces  in  the  Great  Meadow,  of  eighteen  and  seven  acres  respectively; 
ninety  acres  in  the  west  Field,  thirty  four  acres  of  Wet  Swamp  and  four  acres  in  the  Beaver  Meadow. 

1648,  May  18.  Vol.  I,  p  176  G  C;  The  General  Court  appointed  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Governor 
as  Commissioners  of  the  United  Colonies,  “and  in  case  ether  of  them  shalbe  p^vented  bysicknessor  other¬ 
wise,  Mr.  Welles  is  desired  to  supply  the  place.”  In  .May,  1649,  when  he  was  State  Treasurer,  he  was 
chosen  to  fill  this  important  place,  as  also  in  1654  and  1659  when  he  was  Deputy  Governor.  These  “United 
Colonies”  meetings  were  important  indeed  for  they  were  the  first  attempts  in  America  at  united  effort  and 
they  pointed  the  way  to  the  later  Confederation  of  States  and  the  final  United  States. 

1648,  Dec.  6.  P  182  Do:  In  1644  the  Colony  had  agreed  to  buy  the  Fort  at  Seabrook  and  the  Patent 
rights  connected  therewith.  Payments  therefor  were  to  be  made  partly  in  corn  and  it  was  with  the  idea  of 
conserving  corn  for  this  purpose  that  the  Court  now  passed  the  following  order:  “It  is  ordered  that  the 
Treasurer  shall  send  out  warrants  seasonably  to  the  Constables  of  each  Towne  upon  the  River  within  this 
Jurisdiction,  for  the  gathering  or  otherwise  securing  of  the  aforesaid  come  for  Mr.  Fenwick,  by  the  first 
of  March;  that  it  may  bee  in  readiness,  when  called  for,  according  to  order  and  covenant,  by  Mr.  Fenwick 
or  his  assigne;  and  Mr.  Wells  for  Wethersfeild,  Mr.  Webster  for  Hartford,  and  Mr.  Woolcott  for  Wyndsor, 
are  desired  to  call  upon  the  constables  in  their  severall  Townes,  for  the  returne  of  their  warrants  by  the 
aforesaid  first  of  March.” 

1648/9,  Mch.  14.  P  189  Do:  “The  Court  desires  Mr.  Wells  and  Mr.  Cullick  to  draw  up  in  writing  the 
whole  agreement  with  Mr.  Fenwick,  and  Mr.  Hopkins,  about  Seabrooke,  and  that  the  counterpart  thereof 
under  Mr.  Hopkins  his  hand,  may  bee  kept  and  recorded  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Courte.” 

1649,  May  17.  P  193  Do:  “The  Deputy  Governor  and  Mr.  Wells  are  desired  to  execute  the  place  of 
Commissioners  for  this  Jurissdiction  with  the  United  Colonyes,  at  theire  .Meeting  in  July  next,  and  for 
the  yeare  ensuing.”  On  July  23d  the  Commissioners  met  in  Boston.  It  is  said  that  it  was  largely  due  to 
the  wise  counsel,  tact  and  good  judgment  of  Mr.  Welles,  that  an  Indian  outbreak  was  prevented  in  Connec¬ 
ticut  and  that  war  was  averted  with  the  Dutch. 

1649,  Sept.  13.  P  209  Do:  The  following  action  was  taken  by  the  Court  following  the  murder  of  John 
Whitmore  of  Stamford  and  others  by  the  Indians:  “This  Courte  taking  into  serious  consideration  what 

may  bee  done  according  to  God  in  way  of  revenge  of  the  bloude  of  John  Whittmore,  ....  doe  declare 

themselves  that  they  doe  judge  it  lawfull  and  according  to  God  to  make  warr  uponn  them.  In  the  same 
month  they  ordered  that  forty-five  soldiers  should  be  mobilized  for  the  expedition,  and  appointed  a  com¬ 
mittee,  one  of  whom  was  Mr.  Wells  “  for  the  ordering  of  the  setting  forth  of  theise  souldgers  for  ammuni¬ 
tion  and  provision.” 
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B  ameaad  d  laiaJ  .bcaiewmd  dd  afftKiad  y/nqmq  eirfT  ••.J2a«a  ad'^fynaq  bnc  Msa  budduH  a^ioaO  bna 
Yo  woaiq  'naT  .noihq  alaJE  adi  Yo  noi>R»l  adi  ziA  JirAtawmoO  Yo  sJfsJB  adY  yd  irf^ood  bnooia  adJ  Yo  Jiaq 
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daiwna3  .ild  yd  .Inanavoa  bnc  libin  Oi  j^ibanoa  %7dt  botin  nartw  .eeanibaai  nl  aad  yam  »i  larti  ;rtataM Yo 
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1650, Sept.  18.  Vol.  1,  p  126SC  D,  Boston:  “Whereas  I  Thomas  Wells  of  Wethersfield  uppon  Connect 
lent  stand  seized  &  possessed  of  one  twenty  foure  or  twenty  fifth  part  or  share  of  the  two  Patents  at  Pas- 
cataq,  commonly  knowne  by  the  names  of  Swamscot  Si  Dover,  together  w'*'  the  like  share  of  all  the  goods 
&  Chatties  thereunto  appertaineing.  Be  it  knowne  hereby  that  I  thesd.  Tho:  Wellsijor  good  dt  valuenble 
consideration  by  me  in  hand  received  doe  sell  assigne  &  confirme  unto  Christopher  Lawson  of  Boston  in 
the  Massachusetts  Corp,  all  my  said  Right  &  interest  in  the  sd  two  Patents,  together  w''‘  all  my  right  in 
the  goods  &  chatties  thereunto  appertaining,  only  the  Guns  &  debts  excepted,  to  have  &  to  hould  the 
said  share  to  him  &  his  heires  for  ever.  Witnes  my  hand  &  seale  August  the  29“’,  1648.  . 

Witness;  Ro:  Ludlowe  Thomas  Wells  &  a  seale 

Jo:  Haines 

It  is  believed  that  he  acquired  this  patent  while  living  in  England,  as  there  appears  to  be  no  evidence  in 
this  country  of  his  having  purchased  it  here. 

1650/1,  Feb’y,  20.  Vol.  11,  p  17  C  C:  Thomas  Welles  sits  in  the  Court  which,  with  jury,  judges  John 
Carrington  and  wife  Joanna  of  Wethersfield  to  be  guilty  of  the  charge  of  witchcraft.  Our  Edward  Griswold, 
William  Lewis  and  Steven  Hart  sat  on  the  jury.  In  the  same  year,  Obidiah  Holmes  was  whipped  in  Boston 
for  being  a  Baptist.  So  far  as  witchcraft  in  America  is  concerned,  there  were  not  over  30  cases  involving 
the  death  penalty,  all  told,  19  of  these  being  in  Salem,  Mass.  (169L92).  There  were  hundreds  of  cases  in 
England  and  Scotland,  the  last  trial  in  England  being  in  1701.  On  the  Continent  of  Europe,  following 
Pope  Innocent’s  bull,  witches  were  no  longer  burned  in  tw'os  and  threes  but  in  scores  and  hundreds. 
Even  the  Reformation  made  no  change  in  the  popular  view'.  Catholic  and  Protestant  theologians  alike 
defending  the  prosecutions.  The  hallucination  died  hard  after  reaching  its  height  in  this  17th  Century. 

1651,  May  15.  Vol.  11,  p  14  G  C:  “The  Governo’,  Mr  Cullick  and  Mr.  Clarke  are  desired  to  goe  down 
to  Stratford  to  keepe  Courte  uppon  the  tryall  of  Goody  Bassett  for  her  life  and  if  the  Gouveno''  cannott 
goe,  then  Mr.  Wells  is  to  goe  in  his  roome.’’  It  is  not  known  whether  Mr.  Welles  attended  this  court,  or 
whether  Goody  Bassett  was  convicted  or  freed,  since  the  records  of  the  trial  are  not  preserved. 

1651,  Oct.  6.  P  21  Do;  “Where  as  uppon  motion  of  Mr.  Wells,  Treasurer,  It  was  propounded  that  in 
regard  he  being  in  the  place  of  Majistrate,  doth  finde  the  execution  of  the  Treasurers  office  to  bee  some 
what  burdensome  for  both  together,  and  therefore  desired  to  bee  eased  of  the  Treasurers  place,  wch  this 
Courte  doth  desire  at  the  Courte  of  Election,  may  bee  attended,  and  that  they  would  thinke  of  some  body 
else  to  bee  Treasurer  in  his  roome.” 

1653,  May  21.  P  36  Do:  “The  Courte  having  received  order  from  the  Commissioners  that  their  are  to 
be  sixty  five  men  to  be  prepared  forthwith  to  be  at  a  days  warning,”  this  being  Connecticut’s  quota  of  the 
troops  to  be  sent  against  the  Dutch  Settlements,  a  committee  of  three  from  each  town  with  its  constables 
acting  together,  was  given  charge  of  “the  pressing  of  men  for  this  present  expedition.”  For  Wethersfield 
Mr.  Wells  was  one  of  the  committee. 

1653,  Oct.  P  42  Do:  “Mr  Welles,  Mr  Ludlow,”  and  two  others,  were  “desired  to  keepe  a  perticuler 
Courte’at  Fairfield,  before  winter  to  execute  justice  there  as  cause  shall  require.” 

1653/'4,  Feb’y  16.  P  45  Do;  “Att  an  Assembly  of  Freemen  in  Hartford  this  16th  Febu:  1653,  to  chuse  a 
Moderator,  Mr.  Thomas  Wells  was  chosen  Moderator  for  the  prsent  Generali  Courte  under  adiourmt:  & 
was  invested  with  full  power  by  them  to  call  the  next  Generali  Courte  of  electyon.”  Governor  John 
Haynes,  who  had  been  honored  with  the  Governorship  every  alternate  year  since  the  constitution  was 
adopted  in  1639,  died  on  March  1,  1653/4.  This  was  foreseen  when  the  Assembly  named  Thomas  Wells 
Moderator  or  Acting  Governor  in  his  place.  Deputy  Governor  Hopkins  was  absent  in  England. 

1654,  May  18.  Vol.  II,  P  49  G  G:  At  the  annual  Court  of  Election,  Mr.  Hopkins,  though  still  in  Eng¬ 
land,  was  elected  Governor  and  Mr.  Welles,  Deputy  Governor.  The  duties  fell  on  Mr.  Welles  entirely  for 
Hopkins  did  not  return,  and  the  office  was  so  well  filled,  Mr.  Welles  was  elected  next  year  to  the  overnor- 
ship.  The  constitution  having  provided  “that  noe  person  be  chosen  Governor  above  once  m  two  yeares, 
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in  1656  Mr.  Webster  was  made  Governor  and  Mr.  Welles,  Deputy  Governor.  In  1658  Mr.  Welles  was 
chosen  Governor  and  Mr.  Winthrop,  Deputy  Governor.  In  1659,  the  two  changed  places,  Welles  becom¬ 
ing  the  Deputy  Governor,  but  he  died  in  office  within  the  year. 

1654/5,  March  7.  P  64  Do:  In  the  previous  October  the  Gommissioners  of  the  United  Golonies  had 
decided  to  wage  war  against  the  Narragansett  Indians.  “Notwithstanding  former  provision  made  for 
conveyance  of  the  knowledge  of  God  to  the  natives  amongst  us,”  the  Indians  continued  their  depreda¬ 
tions.  War  was  thus  justified  in  the  mind  of  the  Colonies.  Connecticut’s  quota  was  forty  five  men  and  the 
General  Court  named  a  Committee,  “to  press  men  and  necessaryes  in  each  Towne,  for  this  expedition.” 
On  above  date  the  Court  fixed  the  pay  of  the  common  soldier  in  this  expedition  at  16d  a  day  while  that  of 
the  lieutenant  was  to  be  3s  a  day.  Again  war  bills  were  to  take  the  following  course:  “This  Courte  desires 
Mr.  Wells,  &  Nath:  Dickerson,  for  Wethersfield;  ....  to  receive,  allowe  &  signe  to  the  Treasurer, 
such  bills  of  debts  from  ye  Countrey  to  any  perticular  person  as  shall  bee  brought  in  to  them  in  theire 
severall  Townes.” 

1655,  Apl.  2.  Vol.  I,  p  45  T  V:  “The  Townesmen  hath  chosen  this  day  Luke  Hitchcoke  and  Tho:  Wells 
to  be  Surveiers  for  the  hie  wayes  for  this  yeare  insuing.”  In  Wethersfield  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
governor  held  more  than  this  one  local  office,  due  no  doubt  to  the  burden  of  weightier  matters  of  State  that 
he  was  continually  carrying. 

1655,  May  17.  Vol.  II,  p  65  G  C:  “Mr.  Thomas  Welles  chosen  Governor.”  In  these  few  words  are 
recorded  the  election  of  Connecticut’s  Governor.  He  is  the  fourth  to  hold  the  office  in  the  State  and  is  the 
last  one  of  the  governors  of  whom  the  State  has  no  picture.  As  governor  he  lived  on  Governor  street,  (now 
Washington  st.),  Hartford,  says  one;  but  it  is  more  probable  that  he  retained  residence  in  Wethersfield. 
On  May  20,  1658  he  was  again  elected,  the  interim  years  and  the  year  following  being  Deputy  Governor. 
These  offices  kept  him  busy  right  up  to  the  close  of  life. 

1656/7,  Mch.  12.  Vol.  1,  p52TV:  It  is  voted  that  Tho  Wells  and  Micall  Grysill,ef  a/,  "shall  have  some 
swamp  given  them  if  itt  be  there.” 

1658/9,  Mch.  24.  P  58  Do:  “It  was  voted  by  the  Towne  that  M^  Tratt,  John  deming,  Samuell  wells, 
M*^  Chester,  Samuell  Borman  should  be  a  comitte  to  procure  a  setted  and  an  aproved  minister.  It  was  alsoe 
voted  that  they  should  intreate  the  advise  of  M*^  Weis  Govr  and  M"^  Stone  of  Hartford  and  intreate  theire 
helpe  in  the  case.” 

1659,  Sept.  1.  Vol.  X,  p  213  P  C:  “Att  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  United  Collonies  of 
New  England  held  att  Hartford  September  the  first  1659:  A  like  order  of  the  Generali  Court  of  Conecti- 
cott  dated  May  19th  1659  was  p’sented  and  Read;  wherby  it  appeered  that  John  Winthorpe  Esq^  GoV^ 
and  Thomas  Wells  Esq"^  Deputie  Gov^  were  Chosen  Commissioners  for  that  Collonie  for  one  full  and  com- 
pleat  yeare;  and  were  Invested  with  full  power  and  authoritie  according  to  the  aforesaid  articles.” 

1659,  Sept.  1.  Vol.  I,  p  128  Acts  of  Commissioners  of  United  Colonics:  “Att  a  meeting  of  the  Com¬ 
missioners  for  the  United  Collonies  of  New  England  held  att  hartford,  ffor  the  Incurragement  of  the 
Indians  att  Wethersfeild  that  Attend  Mr.  Peirson  and  refraine  from  Pawanying  from  labour  on  the  lords 
day  Mr  Usher  was  ordered  to  deliver  to  Mr.  Wells  Deputie  GoV^  of  Conecticott;  six  yards  of  Trading  cloth 
to  bee  distributed  to  the  principall  Indians  amongst  them.” 

1659,  Nov.  7.  Vol.  II,  p  135  C  C:  “I  Tho.  Welles  of  Wethersfield,  being  in  health  of  body  but  fynding 
the  Symptoms  of  Mortality  uppon  me,  am  called  to  set  in  Order  that  little  Estate  committed  to  me.  As  I 
have  receaved  what  I  am  or  have  from  the  devine  hand  of  allmighty  God,  so  I  comitte  my  soull  to  him, 
resting  uppon  his  ffree  grace  and  favor  manifest  through  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  my  body  to  a  comely  buriall. 

“  My  will  is  that  my  wife  should  enjoy  the  on  halfe  of  my  houseing  &  Orchard  &  twelve  pound  pr  annum 
out  of  rny  Estate  during  her  life,  she  keeping  the  said  houseing  in  Repair,  and  that  the  land  wch  1  head  of 
hers  should  return  to  her  agayne;  also  I  give  her  the  bay  mare  and  two  kine,  to  be  sett  forth  by  my  Over- 
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seers,  and  that  howsehold  stuffe  wch  rcmaynes  that  was  formerly  Iicrs,  and  the  use  of  such  Implements  of 
household  during  the  tyme  she  remayncs  a  wyddowe  as  my  Overseers  shall  sett  forth. 

“Also  1  give  to  my  grandchild  Robert  Welles,  the  sonne  of  my  sonne  John  diceased,  the  House  &  Lott 
which  1  live  uppon,  wch  1  bought  of  Mr.  Plume,  &  Pennywise  to  the  cross  fence  on  the  south  side,  during 
his  life,  and  wn  he  shall  have  attayned  the  age  of  one  6:  twenty  years,  6:  after  his  Decease  to  his  heirs  for 
ever.  And  wheras  ther  yet  remayneth  a  little  household  stuff  wch  I  thought  to  have  divided  betwixt  my 
Children,  1  now  conceive  yt  more  convenient  that  it  rema>’ne  to  my  heire  Robert  Welles,  he  paying  in  con¬ 
venient  tyme,  as  my  overseers  shall  find  him  able.  Twenty  pound  apiece  to  my  Children,  vi:.,  Tho.  £20, 
Samuel  £20,  My  daughter  Mary’s  Children  £20,  Anne  £20,  &  Sarah  £20,  &  ten  pound  to  my  Cossen 
Robbins’  Children. 

“My  just  debts  being  first  paid,  I  give  my  ffarme  on  the  East  side  of  the  great  River  to  be  divided  be¬ 
twixt  my  sonne  Samuel  &  my  granchild  Tho.  Welles,  sonne  of  my  sonne  John  deceased. 

“And  I  give  to  my  sonne  Tho.  Welles  my  meadows  and  swamp  in  Pennywise  on  the  north  side  the  fence, 
and  also  that  fower  acres  of  Swamp  wch  1  bought  of  Nath.  Willett,  5c  my  upland  on  the  East  side  the  great 
River  by  Mr.  Hopkins  ffarme,  with  the  ffence,  having  sold  that  within  the  fence  to  Capten  Cullick  &  given 
Six  Rodde  in  breadth  &  the  whole  length  to  Ed.  Andrews. 

“And  I  desire  my  Loveing  ffrinnds  Mr.  John  Talcoat  &  Mr.  Cotton,  Techer  att  Wethersfield,  to  be 
overseers  of  this  my  will,  &  give  them  five  pound  apeece  out  of  my  Estate. 

“And  so  long  as  my  wife  remaynes  a  widdow  Shee  may  injoy  &  Improve  my  whole  Estate  if  my  overseers 
Findye  yt  meet,  they  (discharging)  out  of  it  my  just  debts  5c  takeing  in  the  debts  oweing  to  mee  &  mantein- 
ing  my  heirs,  in  Lewe  of  her  twelve  pounds, — and  that  shee  may  kcepe  the  better  (words  not  readable). 

“  In  witness  to  this  my  will  1  have  hereunto  sett  my  hand  the  day  &  yearc  above  written. 

No  Witnesses.  Tho.  Welles’’ 


1659/60,  Jan’y  14.  Vol.  I,  p  39  L  R;  “Mr.  Thomas  Welles,  the  Deputy  Govr  deceased  Jan’y  14th  1659.’’ 
The  exact  burial  place  is  in  controversy.  Hollister  says  it  is  in  the  old  burying  ground  in  Hartford,  but 
without  stone  to  mark  the  spot.  It  is  claimed  also  that  Governors  Haynes,  Webster  and  Leete  lie  here 
without  so  much  as  a  stone  to  mark  their  graves.  So  suddenly  and  silently  is  closed  the  life  of  one  who  was 
signally  honoured  by  the  electorate  in  everyone  of  twenty-three  annual  elections. 


1659/60,  Jan’y  30.  Vol.  II,  p  214  C  C:  “An  Inventory  of  the  lands,  goodes  and  chattells  of  Thomas 
Welles  Esquire  of  Wethersfield  upon  Connecticott  in  New  England  lately  deceased  taken  and  prized,  the 


of  January,  1659,  by  us  whose  names  are  here  subscribed: 

"IN  THE  PARLOR 

A  Bed  boulster  Pillows  and  other  furniture  for  beddinge 

£10-00-00 

It  A  linen  cubberd  .... 

01-05-00 

It  a  Drawing  table  .... 

01-10-00 

A  round  table  ..... 

00-15-00 

Two  Joynd  chaires  six  tumd  chaires  . 

01-00-00 

Six  Cushions  ..... 

00-18-00 

A  linsey  woolsey  Carpett  . 

00-10-00 

A  list  Carpet  ..... 

01-02-00 

Two  linsly  woolsey  Curtains 

00-03-00 

In  Books  English  and  Latine 

02-10-00 

A  Chest  ...... 

00-05-00 

In  Plate  one  silver  beere  boule  one  wine  cup  one  dram  cup  seven  silver  spoones 

06-00-00 

In  Apparel  ..... 

20-00-00 

In  Table  linen  &  towells 

04-00-00 

A  Sadie  and  Bridle  .... 

01-00-00 

A  fire  pan  tongs  a  paire  of  Andirons  . 

00-10-00 

In  wompom  peise  .... 

06-04-00 

In  a  beaver  skin  and  otter  skin  . 

00-10-00 

£58-02-00 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


"IN  THE  HALL 

One  Table  and  founne  ........ 

One  fire  lock  fowlinge  peice  ....... 

five  match  lock  Musquettes  ....... 

Two  swords  .......... 

"  IN  THE  PANTREE 

An  old  clocke  .......... 

An  hundred  pound  of  short  ....... 

A  paire  of  stilliards  ......... 

four  thousand  of  nailes  ........ 

Eight  pound  of  powder  ........ 

Twenty  pound  of  sugar  ........ 

Six  rub  stones  .......... 

In  the  Entry  one  Chest  ........ 

"IN  THE  KITCHEN  CHAMBER 
A  bed  and  other  furniture  ....... 


“  IN  THE  MENSERVANTS  CHAMBER 
A  bed  sheets  and  other  furniture  ....... 

"IN  ENGLISH  GOODS 

Penistons  Bages,  persies  &  other  goods . 

"IN  THE  KITCHEN 

In  pewter  brasse  &  other  household  stuffe . 

“IN  THE  backhouse' 

In  brasse  and  Iron  household  stuffe  and  other  necessaries 


"IN  THE  SELLAR 

In  porke  bacon  beere  barrells  &  other  things  .... 

"IN  THE  STAIRE  CASE 
In  wool  and  flax  .  .  .  .  ^  ■ 


two  chaires  a  litle  table 


“IN  THE  PORCH  CHAMBER 


£00-06-00 

01-00-00 

02-10-00 

00-08-00 

£01-00-00 

01-13-04 

00-16-00 

02-00-00 

01-00-00 

00-10-00 

00-02-00 

00-05-00 


£11-10-04 

05-00-00 

02-10-00 

44-16-10 

09-10-06 

07-06-00 

14-04-00 

01-02-00 

00-11-06 


"IN  THE  GARRET 

two  netts  .......••••••• 

In  Cattell  .......••••••• 

In  Carts  plowes  &  working  tooles  .  .  .  .  . 

In  housinge  and  land  at  Wethersfield 
In  a  farme  on  the  East  side  the  great  river 

In  meadow  at  pennywise  and  land  over  the  river  by  .Mf  Hopkins  farme  and  4  acres  of  swamp 
In  bills,  bonds  and  debts  due  from  several  persons 

A  canoe.  Part  of  a  Boate,  saw  and  measuring  chaine . 

In  Come 
John  Cotton 
John  Deminge 


00-13-00 

167-10-00 

04-00-00 

400-00-00 

80-00-00 

40-00-00 

150-00-00 

02-12-00 

70-00-00 


£1,069-08-02" 


1660,  Apl.  3.  Vol.  VIII,  p  58  M  H  S  C,  5th  Ser:  Here  is  given  a  letter  of  John  Winthrop  Junior, 
Governor  of  Connecticut,  to  his  son  Wait:  “Hartf:  Apr:  3  :  1660.  I  received  your  letter  by  Edward 
Messinger.  The  Lord  be  praised  who  hath  kept  you  there  and  us  heere  that  we  may  have  cause  [to]  re- 
joyce  in  his  goodnesse.  Your  mother  is  now  (God  be  praised)  comfortably  well,  but  was  very  ill  by  turnes 
divers  weekes,  since  we  heard  of  the  childs  death.  We  have  had  some  sad  providences  heere,  both  in  the 
death  of  Mr.  Wells  the  deputy  Gov^  who  died  about  1 1  weekes  since,  very  suddainly,  being  very  well  at 
supper  and  dead  before  midnight,  and  now  lately  in  the  death  of  Ml  Talcot,  one  of  our  magistrates,  who 
died  the  23  of  ye  former  month,  March.  Both  are  much  and  worthily  lamented.”  (The  calendar  shows 
that  the  death  of  Gov.  Welles  occured  on  Saturday  evening.) 

1660,  Apl.  11.  Vol.  II,  p  135  C  C:  “The  Will  of  Tho.  Welles  Esq.  within  speified  was  exhibited  and 
proved  and  ordered  to  be  recorded.  The  Court  doth  judge  yt  those  words  the  in  reference  to  ye  house 
should  have  relation  to  ye  orchard  likewise.  Will  Wadsworth  and  John  Deming  are  appointed  by  the 
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Court  to  Assist  Mr.  John  Cotton  as  Supervisors  of  ye  Will  and  Adms.  to  ye  Estate  of  Mr.  Thomas  Welles 
Esq.,  and  \vt  any  two  of  them  shall  doe  shall  be  accounted  Authentick  respecting  the  Execution  of  the  Will 
of  the  sd.  Esq.  deceased.  II  April  1660.” 

1661,  Mch.  14.  Vol.  II,  p  135  G  C:  The  Gen’l  Court  orders  that  “ye  Heires  of  Mr.  Welles  shal  set  that 
part  of  ye  houseing  that  Mrs.  Wells  is  to  occupy  in  prsent  repaire.  ” 

1662,  Apl.  23.  Vol.  II,  p  3  G  C,  Ptd;  One  of  the  nineteen  men  named  in  the  King  Charles  ll’s  Charter 
to  Connecticut  is  Thomas  Welles.  Even  though  the  date  of  the  Charter  is  over  two  years  after  the  death 
of  Governor  Welles,  historians  think  that  the  Governor  was  meant;  for  his  son  Thomas  of  Hartford  had  not 
been  a  member  of  the  General  Court  up  to  this  time.  Charles  II  and  his  ministers,  says  one  writer,  must 
have  been  in  an  amiable  mood  during  the  years  1662  &  1663  to  have  Conferred  on  Connecticut  &  Rhode 
Island  Charters  so  much  more  large  &  liberal  than  those  conferred  by  the  English  Crown  on  the  other 
American  Colonies.  The  vital  peculiarity  of  these  charters  in  distinction  from  those  of  other  American 
colonies,  appears  in  the  fact  that  no  veto  power  was  retained  in  England  to  thwart  the  free  action  of  the 
people  in  the  election  of  their  own  governors  and  the  transaction  of  all  governmental  business.  This  put 
ginger  into  the  Colonists  when  in  1688  the  Crown  Governor  Andros  tried  to  get  control  of  the  Charter  to 
recall  it,  whereupon  they  spirited  it  away  for  safe  keeping  “in  ye  old  Charter  Oak  tree.” 

1662/63,  Mch.  1 1.  Vol.  II,  p  175  CC:  “This  Court  hereby  declareth  their  approbation  and  confirmation 
of  the  purchase  of  the  Town  of  Farmington,  of  Fifteen  acres  of  meadow  of  Thomas  Weis,  Esqh  deceased, 
bounded  by  the  River  north,  Mr.  Newton  east,  Mr.  Howker  and  John  Root  Senr  south  west.” 

1662/63,  Mch.  11.  P  177  Do:  “  William  Wadsworth  and  John  Deming  Senr  are  allowed  pr  the  Court, 
five  pounds  a  peice  for  their  care  and  paines  in  oversight  of  Mr.  Weis  his  estate.” 

1665/6,  Feb’y  16.  Vol.  I,  p  62  L  R,  Hartford:  “It  was  testified  by  the  Committee  that  the  names  of  the 
persons  mentioned  and  the  number  of  acres  there  set  to  them  is  the  true  division  of  the  uppland  on  the 
east  side  the  great  river  ...  it  being  allso  testified  that  the  Length  of  the  said  Lotts  was  to  bee  three 
miles  and  that  thereby  the  number  of  acres  above  said  are  trebled.”  In  this  Mr.  Wells  is  credited  with 
"100”  same  as  in  1639/40.  Though  dead  now  for  over  five  years  his  rights  as  an  original  proprietor  of 
Hartford  are  still  intact. 

1671/2.  P  581  Do:  “The  Proprietors  of  the  Undivided  Lands  in  Hartford  with  each  their  proportions 
In  one  division  as  followeth  according  to  which  proportions  they  payd  for  the  purchase  of  Sayd  lands: 
Feb:  1671.”  In  this  list  totalling  3,109  acres,  Mr.  Thos.  Welles  is  again  listed  at  100. 

1676,  Sept.  7.  Vol.  Ill,  p  153  C  C:  “Mrs.  Welles  petitioning  this  Court  for  some  relief  respecting  what 
was  allowed  her  by  her  husband.  This  Court  order  that  Mr.  Robert  Welles  doe  set  her  part  of  her  house  in 
repayre  according  to  the  order  of  the  General  Court,  &  that  what  he  hath  damnyfyed  her  Barne  by  parting 
with  the  other  part  of  the  Barn  that  did  adjoyn  to  it,  he  shall  repayre,  &  make  up  the  annuity  of  Twelve 
pounds  Pr  annum  that  By  the  will  the  sayd  Mr.  Welles  is  to  pay  his  grandmother.  He  shall  pay  to  her  in 
wheat,  pease  &  Indian  Corn  by  equall  proportion  at  prise  Current.  And  the  orchard  Mr.  Welles  had  Layd 
out  to  her  by  Mr.  Wadsworth  &  Mr.  Demmon  as  her  part  of  the  orchard,  she  is  to  possesse  it  according  to 
his  will,  &  is  not  to  be  molested  in  it  by  Mr.  Robert  Welles;  &  in  case  of  blasting  of  wheat,  then  to  pay 
some  in  porck.  ” 

CHILDREN 

(first  seven  born  in  England;  last  born  at  Hartford) 

1.  JOHN  b.  a  1621;  m.  1647,  Elizabeth  Bourne;  he  d.  Aug.  7,  1659,  ae  38  she  d.  1682  6  ch 

He  went  to  Stratford  in  1640  carrying  Weathersfield  records  with  him  per  his  right,  as  he  said,  and  married  there. 

He  was  magistrate  and  deputy  to  Gen’l  Court.  Their  son  Robert  inherited  his  grandfather  Welles’  homestead. 

Wife  Elizabeth  m  (2)  Mch.  19,  1662/3,  John  Wilcoxson  of  Stratford  and  had  four  children.  He  died  1690.  4  ch 

2.  ANN  b.  a  1623;  m  (1)  Apl.  14,  1646,  Thomas  Thompson  (see  below) 

3.  ROBERT  b.  a  1625;  he  d.  1659,  ae  35  years,  a  few  months  before  his  father. 


Y8T 


YJiMAT  aajjaw  hht 


■r 


elbW  wmoHT  .iM  1o  5IU«3  ol  imbA  bnii  IliW  »<  Yo  noiivnqoa  »  noMoD  nJo^M  «  JiuoD 

mw  »),  Yo  noU«»3  :.^.nv<,uA  Mnuo».  *.  l«.^ 

mnadDfll  oluaOjniJtxUnibjmsninmnsMviinoHiloNiO  :«•!  ,30Cq,ll  .1^  ’.tS  ■j^*^**' 

ri)»b  Mh  JMl»  «iM<V»i  wvo  ti  wnaD  >H)  to  tonb  xb  ri)»JoHt  tnv3  «lhW  awrfT  d  bnlnannoO  M 
ion  bsd  biolJiiiHtodinKtoT  n<»  jW  to>  iinaam  atw  »ot>toOm)i  till  >lniitt  wtntbdi)  jalhW  iomywOto 

:«m  «>  «qs.  dd  bn.  1 1  oh..n  riH.  «  qu  n.KO  ^  ”*1^  ^ 

vbodfl  lb  judranmO  no  bonilnrt  »v«t  ot  Cn6l  A  tSdl  n»(  mb  »onub  boom^W.in-  no  nl 

.,rt»  3*  no  ir«iiD  ibil»03  «li  bonVtoTO  oonl)  nab  lm*JM  *  ^oI  worn 

„,;im«iA  ixbo  to  »«(b  moil  noii-.«bdb  n  a^naln  iiraib  to  -<)naUj»q 

«l(  to  noito.  xnl  .*  li.»rf'  w  bnsluna  ni  bonlam  »» lo-noq  ■»«  on 

lua  acfT  .mnteud  l»tn-,mnwo9  Itoto  nijftoi!»ii.»»<b  bn.  •immwj  irno 

o^itmorDoHl  to  lobtTO  13301  wfn  anbnA  wn>/oO  nwoO  ab  8»3I  ^ 

••.39«  lonwO  bki  3'<  nl"  Sftiqosd  nlse  »j1  </.».  ft  bolinqi  YodJ  noquswlw  ,ll  lion 

„oiir.noilnoo bni. nniiudoiqq. liitbiltoitiisl. nitovirt nu^ii-n-  :30?Tlq ,»  'j'' 
bw3Wb  'psa  .»bW  Miooirr  to  -.obraoi  to  aix  nontrl  to  ,nais(ilriti»3  to  imoT  3<b  to 

'•^W  ibooe  ima  loob  ntlo|.-bi.o  33**oH  .iM  .M«  noftoid  .iM  .dnon  nyiH  xO  qd  bsbniiod 

IiuoD  3tb  iq  bwillr.  n»  wnd  anifmCI  nifal  bitt  lbio««b»W  oildiriW"  :ofl  '*  •"  g 

••  .310.3  dll  tbV/  nM  to  iil|^kwo  nl  loiMq  bn.  no  itodi  idl  aoloq  .  tbniioq  w# 

3>IIto.3num3rtii»rii3niicnin»i)3ditdb«1iftprtO'»il"  ibwlmH  .«  J  K>  q  .I  toV 

3rti  no  bn»lqqu  31b  to  noidvib  3«w  3ib  d  mqdl  «i  m  ^b 

„irb  33d  01  lew  oioJ  bli«  3rti  to  iOiini.J  3ih  t«H  hoilboi  odi.  ^  «  .  •  ’ 

ibWi  bolibon  d  dtoW  .,M  drtl  nl  •.boldoTl  «.  b.«  oyod.  O’* 

to  iMihqnq  lonljim  n.  ..  nrtab  dd  noy  3«n)  mo  x»  won  bob  HsuorfT 

nobioqoiq i»ib  (loo  ibi.3  bidbidd  nl  .bnoJ  toWvIhnU  odi to 
idn^S  to  nndniiq  3dl  tol  b<«,  odl  awllinqoiq  Hold*  « 

00!i»b«dlnl.3.dolbW.odT.3lA,or»<»l,t*nllloM«llddinl  .IY»I  .iW 

lain  rib«qo’1.ib’0to«  ml  liuoDdrt.  *.Hn«ilb«  adbV/  "'iT  -Y  Jq^dj^ 

ni  3W  l3dto  l.«|  33d  in  30b  «ll3«  irtoofl  .lM  tall 

anbiai  Yd  301.8  lodbi  ilvnmnb  dittl  to  iwl »  i.di  *  .nuoD  1.1*30  nibto 
YvbwT  to  Yiltinnii  dll  qo  sitoni  *  .31Y*t5i  Hod.  3d  ,ii  ol  nqoUi.  bib  lab  mrfi  ijb  to  lnq 
i!  ntoton,bn.33  dd  YO  o.  d  rdbW  by* 

byal  b.H  olbW  .iM  tnodnc  oib  bnA  jrm,<0  >d,q  « 

M  snlbTons.  ll  3«30q  ot  d  3.1.  hudno  3di  to  niJi  i3d  w  ntmrr/J  .iM  lb  ittwwftaW  .^yd M  w 
w  .nr^od.  to  Vu.-*-  to  no  nl  « i»lbW  ntoofl  .IM  yd  1.  -I  booloo.  to  o.  ft»^  ^ 

V135K3JUD 

'*  *  UkAiuH  j*  niod  ml  ibnkl|n3  M  *n«d  *ni1j 

..  CMlAod*  W  '* 

.«d.  tahio.  bn.  Jto  -I  a  tolto  «l»ln»..ldw  'iJSTio  Ih 

.ouonart  •«..>»  33dl«bnoi  «n  UloolW  o«  ^  'rT^  STSI^^todSlB  toW 

>m<Ayd  9nrmmmtr  rnn-TT  .W  JqA  (0  ;««l  •  <f 

«Uf  ■<»"«>«»  ini  «  ,tnm(  U  m  .«dl  A  vt  ;t»l  t  ^  mumM 


X 

X 


788 


BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


4.  THOMAS  b.  1627;  m.  June  23,  1654,  Wid  Hannah  Tuttle  Pantry;  he  d.  Aug.,  1668,  a;  41  she  d.  Aug.  9,  1683, 

a;  a  51 

He  was  a  majistrate  in  Hartford;  and  the  tallest  man  there,  “grave  7  feet.”  He  was  killed  by  fall  from  cherry 
tree.  His  inventory  was  £1,297-1 1-00.  His  wife  was  widow  of  John  Pantry,  whom  she  m.  1649.  Her  inventory 
was  £495-02-09. 

5.  CAPT.  SAMUEL  b.  1630;  m  (1)  1659,  Elizabeth  Hollister;  he  d.  July  15,  1675,  x  45  she  d.  before  husband 

He  m  (2)  Hannah  l.amberton,  no  issue.  They  lived  in  Glastonbury  and  he  was  member  of  General  Court 
from  there.  Hon.  Gideon  Welles  of  Lincoln’s  Cabinet  descended  from  them.  His  inventory  was  £1,100-00-00. 
Wife  Hannah  m  (2)  Nov.  6,  1696,  Lt.  Col.  John  Allyn  of  Hartford. 

6.  SARAH  b.  1632;  m.  Feb’y,  1653,  4,  Capt.  John  Chester;  she  d.  Dec.  16,  1698,  a;  66  he  d.  Feb’y  23,  1697/8, 

a:  62  -t'i.  •  j  u 

They  resided  at  Wethersfield  where  he  was  deputy  1676.  His  inventory  was  £1,133-00-00.  Their  daughter 

Eunice  m.  May  17,  1694,  Rev.  Timothy  Stevens,  first  minister  of  Glastonbury. 

7.  MARY  b.  1634;  m. - ;  she  d.  before  father  he  d. 

Her  children  were  mentioned  in  Father's  will. 

8.  JOSEPH  b.  1637;  he  d.  before  father.  He  is  not  mentioned  in  father’s  will. 

■  LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Thomas  Thompson  b.  a  1617  m.  Ann  Welles  b.  a.  1623 

John  Thompson  b.  1649  m.  Mary  Steele  b.  1652 

Dea.  Thomas  Hart  b.  1680  m.  Mary  Thompson  b.  16S2 

Dca.  &  Lt.  Elijah  Hart  b.  171 1  m.  Abigail  Goodrich  b.  1714 

Capt.  Jonathan  Eno  b.  1739  m.  Mary  Hart  b.  1744 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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THE  WHEELER  FAMILY 


ABELL  W14EELER  b. - 

JANE  SHEPHERD  m.  jan’y  15,  15S8 

b.  -  d.  1614 

d.  1629 

1613,  Fcb’y  26.  Vol.  60,  p  290  N  E  H  &  G;  In 
her  husband’s  will,  wife  Jane  Wheeler  is  named 
sole  executrix  and  is  given  residue  of  goods. 

1629,  March  30.  Do:  Abstract  of  the  will  of 
Jane  Wheller  of  Thornbury,  filed  at  the  Consistory 
of  Glocester,  England:  “To  son  Giles  Wheller 
various  goods  that  are  in  his  possession.  To  son 
William  Wheller  10s.  To  William  Ogborne  son  of 
John  Ogborne  10s.  To  Thomas  Tayer  and  Ferdi' 
nando  Tayer,  sons  of  Thomas  Tayer,  her  son  in 
law  10s.  To  daughter  Elizabeth  Ogborn  12s.  To 
daughters  Elizabeth  Ogborn  and  Margery  Tayer 
all  wearing  apparel.  To  Thomas  Tayer  son  of 
Thomas  Tayer,  her  cosen,  all  residue  of  goods  and 
he  sole  Executor.  Overseers:  son  Giles  Wheller, 
son'iii'law  Thomas  Tayer, 

Witnesses:  Thom.\s  Tayer,  John  ChampneysJ 
Giles  Wheller.” 

1629.  Do:  Will  proved. 


158S,  Jan’y  15.  Vol.  LXIV,  p  185  N  E  H  &  G: 
Here  is  given  the  recorded  date  of  the  wedding  of 
Abell  Wheeler  and  Jane  Shepherd  at  Thornbury, 
Gloucester  County,  England,  right  in  the  period 
of  the  destruction  of  the  Spanish  Armada  -  a  de¬ 
feat  of  the  first  importance  in  the  history  of  Eng¬ 
lish  colonization.  With  this  great  achievement, 
says  the  historian  Channing,  the  period  of  dis¬ 
covery  and  exploration  closes  and  that  of  coloniza¬ 
tion  begins.  Abell  Wheeler  was  a  tiller  of  Thorn¬ 
bury  as  per  will  following.  The  two  lived  together 
just  long  enough  to  celebrate  their  silver  wedding 
when  he  made  his  will  and  within  a  year  was  dead. 

1613,  Feb’y  26.  Vol.  60,  p  290  N  E  H  &  G:  Ab¬ 
stract  of  the  Will  of  Abell  Wheler  of  Thornbury, 
tiller,  filed  at  the  Consistory  of  Glocester,  England : 
“To  son  W'illiam  Wheller  6d.  To  daughter  Eliza¬ 
beth  Wheller  a  brass  pot,  etc.  To  daughter  Mar¬ 
gery  Wheller  sheets,  etc.  To  son  Giles  Wheller  goods. 
To  daughters  sheep  and  lambs  to  be  divided  by 
John  Champneys  and  Thomas  Barton.  To  wife  Jane 
Wheller  residue  of  goods  and  she  sole  E.xecutrix. 
Overseers:  Thomas  Barton,  John  Champneys. 

Witnesses:  Tho.mas  Harborn, 

John  Champneys.” 

1614,  Jan’y  24.  Do:  Will  proved. 


CHILDREN 

>  (all  mentioned  in  both  father’s  and  mother's  wills) 

1.  wibLIAM  b. - ;  m.  Jan’y  19,  1625/6,  Mary  Kalloway 

2.  ELIZABETH  b. - ;  m. - William  Ogborne  o  ,0  A  z?  1 

He  was  a  baker  of  Thornbury.  Was  executor  and  received  residue  of  Giles  Wheeler’s  estate. 

3.  MARGERY  b. - ;  m.  Sept.  13,  1618,  Thomas  Thayer  (see  below) 

4.  GILES  b. - ;  m. - Susannah -  he  d.  a  Sept.,  1650  shed. 

He  was  of  Morton,  Thornbury,  a  husbandman.  His  will  was  proved  Oct.,  1650. 

LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Thomas  Thayer  b.  1 596  m.  Margery  Wheeler  b. - 

Ferdinando  Thayer  b.  1625  m.  Huldah  Hayward  b, - 

Ebenezer  Thayer  b.  a  1673  m.  Martha  Thompson  b.  a  1675 

Samuel  Fisher  b.  a  1704  m.  Hannah  Thayer  b.  1704 

William  Bassett  b.  1726  m.  Lydia  Fisher  b.  1730 

Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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THE  NICHOLAS  WHITE  FAMILY 


NICHOLAS  WHITE 
SUSANNAH  HUMPHREY 
d.  - 

d.  before  husband 


b. 


m.  a  1643 
d.  a  May,  1697 


1643,  May  10.  Vol.  II,  p  293  M  B  C,  Ptd: 
Nicho;  White  was  today  made  freeman  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  Bay  Colony  at  Dorchester,  our  Henry 
Bridgham  being  made  one  at  same  time.  One  report 
says  he  was  proprietor  at  Weymouth  this  year. 
He  seems  to  have  developed  into  an  all  round 
business  man  as  well  as  a  prosperous  farmer,  both 
at  Dorchester  and  at  Taunton.  It  is  not  known 
just  when  he  arrived  in  America  and  his  English 
ancestry  does  not  seem  to  be  revealed  as  yet,  the 
White  Genealogy  (1902)  throwing  no  light  upon 
it.  Since  Nicholas  is  now  old  enough  to  be  made 
free  he  is  old  enough  also  to  marry  and  he  chose 
about  this  time  Susannah  Humphrey,  daughter  of 
Dorchester’s  prosperous  tanner. 

1647.  P  5  Nicholas  White  Gen  (1902):  He 
bought  from  Henry  Wolcott  of  Windsor,  Ct.,  a 
tract  of  land  in  that  part  of  Dorchester  which  was 
then  called  Uncaty,  and  is  now'  the  town  of  Milton. 

_ _ _  He  cleared  a  part  of  it  and  built  a  house;  but  a  Mr. 

Hutchinson  claimed  prior  title  and  ousted  him.  White  then  sued  Wolcott  on  his  Warranty  and  obtained 
judgment,  Wolcott  giving  bills  to  satisfy  it;  but  then,  without  the  knowledge  of  White,  petitioned  the 
General  Court  for  a  stay  of  proceedings  and  the  annulment  of  the  bills.  This  petition  was  granted  w'here- 
upon  White  petitioned  the  Court  with  the  facts  and  w'ith  result  as  in  1655  item  below. 


1657.  P  68  Dorchester  Hist  (1893):  Since  the 
first  book  of  Dorchester’s  vital  records  was  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire  this  year,  we  are  deprived  of  any 
notice  of  Susannah’s  birth,  or  marriage,  and  later 
books  are  silent  in  regard  to  her  death.  We  figure 
that  she  was  about  13  when  she  came  to  America 
with  her  parents  in  1635  and  about  21  at  time  of 
marriage. 

1661/2,  Mch.  12.  Vol.  I,  p  383  P  Ct,  Boston: 
Her  father  in  making  will  says:  “Also  I  give  to  my 
daughter  Susanna  White  wife  to  Nicholas  White 
tenn  Shillings.”  While  we  find  no  reference  as  to 
how  much  longer  she  lived  the  chances  are  she 
lived  nearly  as  long  as  her  husband. 


1652,  Sept.  16.  Vol.  I,  p  228  S  C  D:  For  £20  Nich:  White  of  Dorchester  gives  mortgage  to  John  Gill 
on  a  6  A  meadow  bought  of  Goodman  Phillips  &  Goodman  Hews  on  Neponset  river  E;  20  A  near  Braintice 
line  and  10  A  toward  Braintree  line.  It  is  quite  possible  that  this  £20  loan  was  made  following  the  disaster 
referred  to  in  the  next  item  and  was  for  the  purpose  of  rebuilding.  If  so  the  building  was  under  construc¬ 
tion  at  the  very  time  when  the  first  mint  in  New  England  was  being  set  up.  Nicholas  possibly  paid  for 
some  of  the  work  on  his  house  with  the  mint’s  first  coinage  which  had  a  pine  tree  on  the  reverse  side. 
Before  this  time  and  after,  privately  made  tokens  took  the  place  of  coins  -  the  British  brass  farthing  being 
forbidden  by  early  law  in  New  England.  Between  1648  and  1672  it  is  estimated  that  there  were  over 

20,0(X)  different  kinds  of  tokens  in  use. 


1653-4.  P  618  Taunton  Hist  (1893) :  The  names  of  those  who  “hath  put  in  themselves  to  be  proprietors 
in  the  Bloomerie”  (Ancient  Iron  Works  of  Taunton)  are  here  listed.  Of  the  46  in  the  list  Nicholas  White 
Sent  is  one.  They  each  contribute  from  £20  to  £5  for  whole,  half  and  quarter  shares.  This  shows  resi¬ 
dence  now  in  Taunton  though  the  White  Genealogy  thinks  the  removal  was  not  actually  made  till  the 
Spring  of  1655.  The  tragic  reason  for  this  removal  is  revealed  in  his  petition  of  1656  to  the  General  Court 
which  stated  that  he  was  obliged  “to  seek  subsistence  far  remote”  because  he  was  “ousted  from  his  lawful 
purchase  by  Mr.  Hutchinson,  of  whom  he  was  forced  to  hire  his  own  again  and  with  it  compelled  to  rent 
his  farm,  the  which  being  so  great  an  undertaking  for  your  petitioner  occasioned  his  sudden  poverty,  and 
thereupon  forced  to  forsake  his  own  with  his  wife  and  five  small  children,  to  seek  subsistence  far  remote; 
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and  in  his  absence  the  house  burned,  fence  raced,  the  ground  broken  up,  is  grown  up  again  and  all  ruined 
and  brought  to  naught.”  It  is  probable  that  when  the  Whites  moved  to  Taunton  they  located  at  or  near 
Scaddings  pond,  for  we  find  in  the  will  of  John  Dean  of  Taunton,  made  in  1660,  mention  of  “a  parcoll  of 
land  between  Nicholas  White’s  house  and  Mistress  Gilbert’s  farm  at  Scaddings.” 

1655,  .May  23.  Vol.  3,  p  379  M  B  C,  Ptd:  Mr.  Henry  Wolcott  of  Windsor,  Ct.,  who  had  sold  Nicholas 
White  the  land  in  dispute  for  £30'7s  without  clear  title,  now  tries  to  stay  the  judgment  against  himself  in 
the  General  Gourt  at  Boston;  but  the  Court  says  nay  and  holds  all  proceedings  till  the  title  is  made  clear. 

1656,  May  21 .  P  401  Do:  The  Court  now  judges  that  “Nicholas  White  hath  had  much  wronge  &  damage 
in  beinge  outed  of  his  land”  and  ought  to  “seek  legal  reparation  at  the  hands  of  his  disturber’s,”  mean¬ 
while  ordering  that  action  “of  May  23,  1655  be  &  remayne  in  full  force.”  Further  proceedings  do  not 
appear  and  the  inference  is  that  White  regained  his  property,  for  on  Sept.  12,  1659  the  Selectmen  of 
Dorchester  “desired  William  Robinson  to  inquire  how  long  Thomas  Trott  hath  lived  at  Uncaty  in  Nicholas 
White’s  house;”  and  in  the  inventory  of  Thos  Gatlive  in  June,  1663,  is  this  item:  “Land  at  .Milton  bought 
of  Goodman  White  £140.”  This  is  presumed  to  be  the  land  in  question. 

1657,  Vol.  VIII,  p  27  P  C:  In  the  Colony  list  of  fifty  inhabitants  of  Taunton  in  1657  who  had  taken 
the  “oath  of  fidelity”,  Nicholas  White’s  name  is  the  45th  in  order. 

1658,  Oct.  19.  Vol.  IV,  pt  I,  p  358  M  B  C:  Nicho:White  is  one  of  the  28  purchasers  of  Falmouth  and 
Scarborrow  -  formerly  called  “Black  Point,  Blew  Point,  Spurwincke,  and  Casco  Bay.” 

1661,  April.  P  9  White  Gen  (1902):  Nicholas  White  is  one  of  the  16  purchasers  of  Block  Island,  then 
New  Shoreham,  and  was  one  of  the  15  purchasers  who  in  April,  1661,  boarded  a  shallop  sailing  from 
Braintree  for  Block  Island,  via  Taunton,  where  the  15  boarded  her  for  an  inspection  trip.  White  probably 
sold  his  right  soon  after  for  his  name  is  not  in  the  first  division  of  land  made  there  in  Sept.,  1661. 

1666,  Oct.  31.  Vol.  XII,  p  121  PC:  George  Watson,  Gyles  Gilbert,  et  al,  complained  at  the  Plymouth 
General  Court  against  Robert  Grossman,  Nicholas  White,  et  al,  for  £100  damage  “for  hindering  the  fisii 
for  having  a  convenient  passage  up  and  down  Mill  River  att  Taunton,  by  the  work  about  the  saw  mill.” 
Nicholas  White  owned  a  quarter  of  this  mill.  The  jury  found  against  them  and  they  then  restored  the 
passage  so  that  the  herrings  resumed  their  visits  to  the  ponds. 

1667,  Nov.  18.  Vol.  1 V,  p  171  PC:  Nicholas  White  was  on  the  jury  concerning  the  death  of  Timothy 
Poole  of  Taunton  on  whose  case  our  Esther  Bell  testified. 

1668,  June  6.  Vol.  Ill,  p  118  L  R,  Plymouth:  Nicholas  White,  Senior  and  Junior  both,  were  part  of  a 
Company  of  52  proprietors  who  bought  the  “Taunton  North  Purchase”  of  fifty  square  miles  for  £100. 
Part  of  this  tract  was  included  in  what  is  now  Norton.  This  deed  was  started  on  June  3,  1662  and  js  filed 
at  Plymouth.  Our  Robert  Grossman  was  also  of  the  Company. 

1670,  Dec.  6.  Lib.  VII,  p  250  S  C  D:  Nicholas  White  Senior  and  Nicholas  White  Junior  depose  and 
say  that  they  did  set  their  marks  as  witnesses  to  a  deed  to  some  land  in  Boston  and  to  a  power  of  attorney 
given  by  William  Brenton  of  Taunton  and  Martha  his  wife  on  Dec.  1,  1670. 

1672,  Nov.  26.  Vol.  IV,  p  232  P  R,  Taunton:  Here  is  a  deed  to  a  four  mile  tract  bought  from  King 
Philip.  This  is  the  “South  Purchase”  and  cost  £273  in  all.  Eighty  eight  proprietors  were  in  this  deal 
including  our  Nicholas  White  Sen’r,  Robert  Grossman  Sen’r  and  James  Bell. 

1672/3,  Mch.  4.  Vol.  V,  p  79  P  C:  “Nicholas  White  Seni,  of  Taunton,  stands  bound  unto  the  Court 
in  the  penall  sume  of  £20:  5d.”  This  is  marked  “Released”.  Jaell  Smith  had  charged  him  and  Thomas 
Jones  “to  have  comitted  uncleanes  with  her.”  She  was  fined  £10;  the  men’s  cases  being  adjourned  twice 
without  judgment  being  of  record  anymore  than  the  above  “released”  endorsement. 

1673,  Sept.  5.  Lib.  VIII,  p  386  S  C  D:  Nicholas  White  Sen’r  and  John  Winchcombe  testify  upon  oath 
that  they  saw  William  Brenton  sign  a  power  of  attorney  appointing  Mr.  William  Tailer  of  Boston  agent 
to  transfer  two  pieces  of  real  estate  in  Boston. 
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1675.  P  93  Taunton  Hist  (1S93):  Here  is  given  a  list  entitled  “The  names  of  the  heads  of  Families  in 
Taunton  antio  domini  1675  when  King  Philip’s  war  began.’’  Among  the  96  names  in  the  list  we  find  our 
Nicholas  White,  James  Bell,  Robert  Grosman  and  Daniel  Fisher. 

1677,  July  3.  Vol.  V,  p  162  P  C:  “Nicholas  W'hite,  of  Taunton,  for  selling  liquor  to  the  Indians  severall 
times  Contrary  to  the  law  of  this  govmient,  was  fined  the  sume  of  thirty  pounds,  to  the  collonies  use.” 

1677,  July  7.  Vol.  Vlll,  p  70  P  C;  “Nicholas  White,  of  Taunton,  fined  £030:00:  00;  if  payed  in 
silver  then  £15:00:00.”  This  item  and  the  one  above  may  belong  to  Nicholas  Junior  since  he  is  now 
of  age. 

1678,  May  14.  P  134  Taunton  Hist  (1893):  A  list  of  those  proprietors  who  are  entitled  to  town  lands 
“by  virtue  of  their  enjoying  purchase  rights.”  In  the  list  of  73  proprietors  of  this  “North  Purchase”  we 
find,  “Nicholas  White  Sent  on  the  rights  that  was  David  Curwither’s  and  on  the  right  that  was  Giles 
Slocum’s.” 

1685,  June.  P626Do:  Ancient  Iron  Works  order:  “Delivered  to  Nicholas  White  senr,  to  carry  (through 
the  wilderness  32  miles)  to  Major  E.  Tyng,  7  C  of  iron.”  This  was  a  dividend  to  shareholder  paid  in  iron 
-  common  way  of  paying  dividends  in  those  days. 

1697,  July  13.  Vol.  II,  pp  9-10  P  Ct,  Taunton:  Nicholas  White  Sen’r,  having  died  at  Taunton,  intes¬ 
tate,  the  personal  property  was  appraised  by  Thomas  Harvey  and  Ezra  Dean  and  amounted  to  £52-02-06. 
Two  years  later  the  land  was  appraised,  making  total  inventory  of  £295-01-06.  Son  Nicholas  White  Jun’r 
was  appointed  administrator  and  rendered  account  according  to  the  following  record.  Nicholas  White 
Sen’r  had  died  at  age  probably  somewhere  near  to  seventy  five. 

1698,  Oct.  28.  P  1 1  Do:  John  and  Joseph  make  agreement  with  Nicholas  their  brother,  administrator, 
to  take  £55- 15s  as  their  share  for  the  present  and  leave  the  balance  for  further  settlement.  Distribution 
was  made  accordingly. 

1698,  Oct.  29.  Do:  Elizabeth  Pratt  widow,  who  was  daughter  of  Nicholas  White,  signs  receipt  as  hav¬ 
ing  received  on  July  14,  1698  her  full  proportion  of  her  father's  estate.  She  had  £38-04-00. 

1699,  June  10.  Pp  9-10  Do:  “An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Nicholas  White  of  Taunton  Deceased  in 


Lands: 

It  To  the  home  lott  with  house  &  barn  &  2  acres  of  land  below  the  way  ....  £49-00-00 

It  To  120  acres  of  land  behind  Prospect  Hill  at  6s  per  acre  .......  36-00-00 

It  To  12  acres  of  land  at  Joseph  White’s  house  at  5s  p  acre  ......  3-00-00 

It  To  3  acres  of  land  at  the  Road  of  the  home  lott  at  18s  p  acre  .....  2-14-00 

It  To  6  acres  of  land  &  3  acres  of  swamp  near  to  Widow  Eddys  .....  1-15-00 

It  To  8  acres  of  land  on  East  side  hearts  Brook  at  3s  9d  p  acre  .....  1-10-00 

It  To  20  acres  of  land  at  hart’s  brook  at  6s  p  acre  ........  6-00-00 

It  To  20  acres  of  land  at  Rumford  at  5s  p  acre  ........  5-00-00 

It  To  10  acres  of  land  at  Joseph  White  8-00-00 

It  To  4  acres  of  meadow  at  Scadins  ..........  6-00-00 

It  To  one  share  of  South  Purchase  ..........  10-00-00 

It  To  3  acres  of  meadow  at  Broad  Cove  .........  7-10-00 

It  To  2  acres  of  meadow  at  Rumford  ..........  3-00-00 

It  To  6  acres  of  meadow  at  Hart’s  brook  .........  10-00-00 

It  To  8  acres  of  land  called  the  great  lott  .........  12-00-00 

It  To  20  acres  of  land  where  John  Whites  house  is  ........  6-00-00 

It  To  20  acres  of  land  at  Hart’s  brook  meadows  ........  6-00-00 

It  To  John  White’s  North  Purchase  ..........  9-00-00 

It  To  two  town  purchases  so  called  ..........  12-00-00 

It  To  14  acres  more  joining  to  the  home  lot  .........  12-00-00 

It  To  2  acres  of  meadows  at  Babbitt’s  Brooks  ........  1-10-00 

It  To  37  acres  of  land  at  the  North  Plain  .........  10-00-00 

It  To  One  share  in  the  old  Iron  Works  ..........  14-00-00 
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It  To  one  fourth  part  of  the  old  Saw  Mill  ..........  £2..00'00 

It  To  three  Quarters  of  a  North  Purchase  .........  9-00-00 

£242-19-00 

In  addition  the  movable  inventory  of  22  lines,  which  includes  one  horse,  one  cow,  one  yoke  of 

oxen  and  one  yoke  of  steers,  totalled  .........  52-02-06 

£295-01-06” 

Increase  Robinson,  Thomas  X  Harvey,  Ezra  Dean 

1699,  Oct.  14.  P  10  Do:  “Memorandum,  that  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  October,  1699,  then  in  Bristol 
appeared  Nicholas  White  of  Taunton,  in  the  County  of  Bristol  (before  John  Saffin  Esq.,  Judge  of  Probate 
of  Wills  &c.,  within  the  County  aforesaid)  being  administrator  to  the  estate  left  by  his  late  father  Nicholas 
White,  late  of  Taunton,  aforesaid,  deceased,  and  made  oath  to  the  inventorys,  both  of  lands  and  move¬ 
ables  above  and  within  written,  are  true  and  just  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  &  when  he  know-eth  of 
more  he  will  reveal  it  that  it  may  be  herewith  recorded.” 


CHILDREN 

(as  per  probate  and  court  record;  all  born  at  Dorchester,  Mass.) 

1.  ELIZABETH  b.  a  1645;  m  (1)  1664,  Samuel  Hall  10  ch 

They  resided  in  Taunton,  .Mass.,  and  lived  it  is  said  near  to  the  bloomerie.  He  was  an  original  church  member 
and  held  several  town  offices.  She  m  (2)  Mch.  3,  1689  90,  Jonathan  Pratt  who  died  about  1707. 

2.  ENS.  NICHOLAS  b.  a  1647;  m.  Dec.  9,  1673,  Ursula  Macomber;  he  d.  1702,  tc  a  55  she  d.  7  ch 

They  lived  in  Taunton.  She  was  from  Marshfield.  They  left  no  probate. 

3.  JOHN  b.  1649;  m.  Fcb’y  24,  1679  SO,  Hannah  Smith;  he  d.  Sept.  3,  1726,  a;  77  she  d.  10  ch 

He  was  of  Raynham,  adjacent  to  Taunton;  was  selectman,  surveyor,  &c.  His  inventory  was  approximately 
£650. 

4.  CHILD  b.  a  1651.  Five  children  are  reported  in  the  father’s  petition  of  1656. 

5.  SERG.  JOSEPH  b.  a  1653;  m.  a  16S0  Mary - (see  below) 


SERG.  JOSEPH  WHITE 

MARY - 

b.  - 

d.  a  June,  1725 


b.  a  1653 

m.  a  1680 
d.  a  Oct.,  1724 
ae  a  71 


1724,  Dec.  14.  Vol.  IV,  p  464  P  Ct,  Taunton; 
"To  the  Worshipful  Mr.  Nathl  Blagrove  Esq. 
Judge  of  the  probate  of  Wills,  Sir:  these  are  to 
Satisfy  you  that  the  Subscriber  Mary  White  of  sd 
Taunton  widdow  and  Relict  of  Joseph  White  of  sd 
Taunton  Deceased  do  by  these  presence  Refuse 
To  take  Letters  of  Administration  on  my  Said 
Husband’s  Estate  I  being  an  Ancient  Woman  and 
not  Capiable  I  pray  it  may  be  Granted  To  my 
Eldest  Son  Joseph  White.”  The  judge  acquiesced 
and  on  July  7'*',  1725  agreement  was  reached  by 
all  the  children;  but  in  this  the  mother  is  not  men¬ 
tioned  and  the  inference  is  that  she  had  died  in  the 
interim.  She  attained  an  age  of  from  65  to  70. 


doubtless  in  Taunton  where  all  vital  records  were 


1653.  Joseph  White  was  born  at  Dorchester 
about  this  time.  None  of  the  five  brethren  were 
recorded,  but  brother  John  stated  his  age  in  testi¬ 
mony  once  and  this  gives  us  a  good  base  tor  esti¬ 
mating. 

1675,  Dec.  29.  P  17  Nicholas  White  Earn  (1902): 
At  about  22,  and  some  5  years  before  his  marriage, 
Joseph  White  was  a  soldier  in  King  Philip’s  war, 
being  wounded  in  the  Narragansett  swamp  fight 
of  this  date  in  which  many  Taunton  soldiers  were 
killed.  In  this  fight  some  1,500  English  attacked 
some  3,000  Narragansetts,  men,  women  and  chil¬ 
dren,  gathered  together  for  the  winter  in  their 
swamp-pallisaded  fort,  totally  defeating  them.  At 
least  1,000  Indians  were  killed  and  wounded  and 
several  hundred  were  taken  prisoners. 

1680.  This  is  the  approximate  date  of  Joseph’s 
marriage,  he  being  now  about  27,  the  war  and  his 
wounds  perhaps  delaying  the  event.  It  took  place 
burned  in  . 1848.  The  bride’s  surname  was  no  doubt 
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lost  through  this  fire  and  has  apparently  up  to  the  present  not  been  discovered  through  other  sources. 
He  became  a  large  owner  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Scadding’s  and  Watson’s  ponds,  his  dwelling  being 
on  the  westerly  side  of  Scadding’s  pond.  He  did  not  amass  as  much  as  his  father,  and  though  an  induS' 
trious  farmer  and  a  sergeant,  he  left  less  notice  on  the  public  records  than  father,  too;  much  less,  too,  than 
brothers  Nicholas  and  John. 

1682,  Apl.  8.  P  354  Taunton  Hist  (1893):  “The  Military  Company  of  Taunton  are  here  divided  into 
four  Squadrons  in  order  to  their  Bringing  their  arms  to  meeting  on  every  Sabbath  day  untill  the  last  of 
October  according  to  Court  order.’’  There  arc  134  in  the  company,  our  Joseph  White  being  in  1st  squadron 
and  our  Daniel  Fis'ner  Sen’r  in  second  Squadron.  Bell,  Crossman,  Fisher  and  White  children  all  appear 
in  the  various  squadrons.  See  them  listed  under  Fisher.  The  next  day,  on  Apl.  9,  1682,  LaSalle  completes 
his  long  voyage  of  exploration  down  the  Mississippi  to  its  mouth.  There  he  raises  the  French  flag,  takes 
possession  of  the  country  and  calls  it  Louisiana. 

1689.  P  599  Do:  “Taunton  in  bristall  counti  in  1689.  1  rec’d  of  Joseph  White  liveing  in  Tanton  too 
woulfs  heads.  1  say  received  by  mce  John  Trasher’’ 


1691.  P  600  Do:  Credit  is  given  for  having  killed  two  more  wolves,  still  the  greatest  pest  of  the  Colony. 


1698,  Oct.  28.  Vol.  1 1,  p  1 1  P  Ct,  Taunton:  “Joseph  White’s  proportion  as  followeth  (portion  of  father’s 
estate  per  agreement  with  brothers  Nicholas  and  John): 


Imprimis  25  acres  of  land  behind  Prospect  Hill . 

22  Acres  of  land  at  Joseph  White’s  house  ........ 

22  Acres  of  land  and  meadow  at  Rumford  ........ 

Eight  pounds  in  moveables,  including  a  fifth  part  of  a  whole  share  in  the  Iron  Works  therein 
Two  acres  of  meadow  at  Babbitt’s  brook  ........ 

Thrcc'fourths  of  a  share  in  the  North  Purchase  ....... 

Half  a  share  of  a  town  purchase  right  ......... 

Four  acres  of  meadow  at  Scaddings  ......... 

Six  acres  of  land  and  three  acres  of  swamp  near  Widow  Eddy’s . 


£  7-10-00 
11-00-00 
&-00-00 
8-00-00 
1-10-00 
9-00-00 
3-00-00 
6-00-00 
1-15-00 


£55-15-00” 


1700,  May  30.  P  353  Taunton  Hist  (1893):  “Roster  of  the  First  Military  Company  of  Taunton  in 
1700.’’  There  are  about  245  names  in  the  list,  our  families  being  represented  as  follows:  “Joseph  White 
Sen,  Joseph  White  Jun,  Nicholas  White,  Mathew  White,  Ephraim  White,  John  White  Jr,  John  Crosman, 
Natl  Crosman,  Daniel  Fisher,  Israel  Fisher,  Nat’l  Fisher.’’ 

1710,  Jan’y  16.  P  357  Do:  “The  first  foot  military  company  of  Taunton’’  shows  only  John  White  Jr. 
of  above,  in  the  entire  list. 

1714,  Oct.  4.  P  69  Norton  Hist  (1859):  Thirteen  men  of  Norton,  including  Nicholas  White,  (Joseph’s 
brother),  and  Israel  Fisher,  sign  the  covenant  for  the  founding  of  the  Church  at  Norton,  which  adjoins 
Taunton  on  the  north, 

1724,  Aug.  7.  P  25  Nich.  White  Gen:  Joseph  White  of  Taunton  sells  to  his  son  Edward  today  35  acres 
in  the  East'precinct  of  Norton.  Father  Joseph  has  now  passed  the  age  of  70  and  his  work  is  nearly  done. 
Prior  to  the  next  date,  in  October  or  November,  he  passes  on  and  died  probably  suddenly  for  he  made 
no  will. 

1724,  Dec.  16.  Vol.  IV,  pp  456-464  P  Ct,  Taunton:  Administration  of  Joseph  White’s  estate  is  granted 
to  eldest  son  Joseph,  the  widow  Mary  having  two  days  before  refused  same,  “being  an  ancient  woman 
and  not  capable’’  and  praying  that  oldest  son  Joseph  may  have  the  office.  He  was  ordered  to  exhibit  an 
inventory  before  March  16“*  next  and  to  render  an  account  before  Dec.  16,  1725. 

1724/5,  Feb’y  4.  Vol.  V,  p  35  Do:  “A  true  Inventory  of  all  and  Singular  the  Goods  and  Estate  of 
Joseph  White  Late  of  Taunton  Deceased  Priced  the  fourth  Day  of  febuary  Annoqiie  Dorn  1724/5  as  fol¬ 
loweth  by  Nathaniel  Thayr,  Samuel  Sumner,  Joseph  Edde: 
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Item  To  his  Apparrell  .............  £03'04'00 

Item  To  eleveen  sheep,  a  yoke  of  oxen,  Two  Cows  and  hcaffcr  ......  06-4)3-00 

Item  To  a  mare  and  Colt  ............  01-05-00 

Item  To  sundry  items  including  Saddle  belle,  stone  hammer,  axes,  old  Iron,  old  howes,  steel 

Trappes,  Wedge,  bettle  Rings,  Draught  Chaines,  horse  traces.  Capes  and  pin.  Ring 
and  staple,  grindstone,  pare  of  Tuggs,  spade  &  Trowel,  Pitchfork,  Tackling,  Saws,  &c  04-29-09 
Item  To  thre  Quarter  of  a  Rite  in  the  Crate  Cedar  Swamp  in  Taunton  North  purchase  .  03-00-00 

Item  To  half  a  Purchase  Right  in  Taunton  old  Township  ......  03-00-00 

Item  To  half  a  Purchase  Right  in  Taunton  North  purchase  ......  16-00-00 

Item  To  foure  Acres  of  meadow  in  Scadins  meadow  .......  18-00-00 

Item  To  Ten  Acres  of  Land  in  Chestnut  thicket  in  Norton  ......  20-00-00 

Item  To  Ten  acres  of  Land  Joyning  to  the  homestead  bot  of  Samuel  Fisher  Late  of  Norton, 

Deceased  ..............  08-00-00 

Item  To  seven  Acres  of  Land  to  be  Taken  up  in  Taunton  old  Township  on  Division  .  .  03-10-00 

Item  To  one  Swine  .............  00-10-00 

To  sundry  household  and  farm  items  .........  20-10-06 


£108-12-03" 

1724/5,  Feb’y  16.  Do:  Joseph  White  administrator  submits  inventory  to  the  Court. 

1725,  July  7.  P  173  Do:  Here  is  a  long  agreement  between  the  children  of  Joseph  White  deceased,  viz: 
“Joseph  X  White,  Edward  White,  William  White,  Ebenezer  White,  Ephraim  White,  Lydiah  Fisher, 
widow  of  Samuel  Fisher,  Nathaniel  Withcrall  and  wife  Mary  X  Witherell  and  Elizabeth  White.”  At 
this  time  Joseph,  Edward,  Ephraim  and  Elizabeth  were  living  in  Taunton;  William  and  Ebenezer  in 
Norton,  as  were  also  Widow  Lydia  Fisher  and  Nathaniel  and  Mary  Withcrall.  The  agreement  confirmed 
all  the  deeds  or  gifts  made  by  the  father  in  his  lifetime;  specifics  certain  land  to  be  sold  by  brother  Joseph 
White,  executor,  in  order  to  pay  any  debts;  and  when  this  is  done  to  pay  the  balance  to  Lidiah  Fisher 
and  Elizabeth  White. 


CHILDREN 

(all  bom  in  Taunton,  Mass.) 

1.  LYDI.A  b.  Aug.  17,  1682;  m.  a  1702,  Samuel  Fisher  (see  below) 

2.  JOSEPH  b.  Feb’y  13,  1683/4;  m.  Elizabeth  Owen  9  ch 

They  resided  in  Taunton  near  Scaddings  Pond,  on  the  Medfield  road. 

3.  EDWARD  b.  Mch.  27,  1686;  m  (1)  May  3,  1710,  Rebecca  Withcrall;  he  d.  a  Aug.,  1753,  ae  67  shed.  5  ch 

They  were  of  the  East  Precinct  of  Norton  or  Easton,  Mass.  He  m  (2)  Hannah  Hewitt  (probably)  and  had 

4  children.  After  his  death  she  m  (2)  a  Mr.  Godfrey  of  Norton.  4  ch 

4.  MARY  b.  July  19,  1688;  m.  May  28,  1713,  Nathaniel  Withcrall;  she  d.  he  d.  1749  9  ch 

They  were  residents  of  Norton,  Mass. 

5.  SUSANNAH  b.  Aug.  8,  1690;  she  d.  probably  young 

6.  WILLIAM  b.  Oct.  28,  1692;  m. - Patience  Eddy;  he  d.  Oct.  15,  1756,  ae  64;  she  d.  Oct.  8,  1755,  a-  59  6  ch 

In  1726  f’atience,  wife  of  Wm  White,  was  admitted  to  the  Church  in  Norton.  They  resided  in  Norton;  in 
Preston,  Conn.;  and  Stafford,  Conn. 

7.  NATHANIEL  b.  Apl.  25,  1695;  he  d.  young 

8.  EBENEZER  b.  Sept.  13,  1697;  m  (1)  May  21,  1730,  Sarah  Caswell;  he  d.  bef.  May  30,  1784;  she  d.  14  ch 

He  m  (2)  June  25,  1766,  Sarah  Grover.  They  resided  in  the  North  Precinct  of  Norton. 

9.  EPHRAl.M  b. - ;  m. - Ruth  Grover;  he  d.  a  Feb’y,  1790  91;  she  d.  Nov.  22,  1772,  ae  72  8  ch 

He  resided  in  the  North  Precinct  of  Norton.  She  died  at  Mansfield,  Mass. 

10.  ELIZABETH  b. - ;  m.  Nov.  7,  1727,  Thomas  Storey  5  ch 

They  lived  in  Norton. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Samuel  Fisher  b.  1669  m.  Lydia  White  b.  1682 

Samuel  Fisher  b.  a  1704  m.  Hannah  Thayer  b.  1704 

William  Bassett  b.  1726  m.  Lydia  Fisher  b.  1730 

Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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THE  ROBERT  WHITE  FAMILY 


ROBERT  WHITE 

BRYDGE'ITE  ALEGAR 
bp.  Mch.  11,  1562 
d.  - 


b.  a  1561 

ni  (1) - 

m  (2)  June  24,  1585 
Bridget  Allgar 
bur.  June  17,  1617 
x  a  56 


1562,  Mch.  11.  Vol.  55,  p  28  N  E  H  &  G:  This 
baptismal  date  of  Brydgette  Allgar  is  clearly 
listed  with  those  of  two  sisters  and  two  brothers 
in  the  Parish  Register  at  Shalford,  England. 

1575,  Aug.  2.  P  29  Do:  When  she  was  thirteen 
years  old  her  father  William  Allgar  the  elder  was 
buried  at  Shalford. 

1617,  May  27.  Her  husband  Robert  White 
makes  will  remembering  his  wife  in  these  words: 
“Item  all  the  rest  of  my  goods  unbequeathed  I 
give  and  bequeath  unto  my  wife  Bridgett  White, 
and  to  my  sonne  Daniel  White  whomc  I  constitute 
and  ordayne  the  joynte  executors  of  this  my  last 
will  and  testament,  hopinge  they  will  faithfullye 
execute  this  my  last  will  accordinge  to  the  trust 
reposed  in  them.”  According  to  this  she  had  the 
use  of  the  dwelling  and  any  real  property  left  dur- 
ing  life. 


1561.  Vol.  55,  p  22  N  E  H  &  G:  Robert  White 
was  born  probably  at  Messing,  Essex  Co.,  Eng- 
land,  at  about  this  time.  The  fact  that  in  his  will 
he  leaves  40  shillings  to  the  poor  of  Messing  while 
nothing  to  the  poor  of  Shalford  where  he  lived 
most  of  his  life  suggests  Messing  as  the  place  of  his 
early  youth.  The  ‘‘  Elder  John  White  Memorial” 
and  the  “Loomis  Genealogy”  treat  further  of  this 
family.  The  will  below  for  instance  appears  on 
p  103  of  the  latter. 

1585,  June  24.  P  28  Do:  This  is  the  second 
wedding  day,  this  time  at  least,  at  Shalford,  Essex 
Co.,  England,  the  names  reading  in  the  register 
there  "Robert  Whighte  and  Brjdgette  Allgar.” 
Shalford  is  two  miles  south  of  Wethersfield.  Since 
son  Daniel  is  named,  in  Robert  White’s  will,  ex¬ 
ecutor  it  is  fair  to  assume  him  to  be  the  oldest  son. 
If  so,  he  must  have  been  the  child  of  a  former  mar¬ 
riage.  It  is  probable  that  Robert  White  first  set 
up  housekeeping  at  Messing  where  probably  the 
first  child  Daniel  was  born  and  the  first  wife  died; 
but  soon,  before  or  after  the  second  marriage,  the 
residence  was  at  Shalford,  where  the  rest  of  the 
children  were  born  and  baptized.  Even  as  late  as 
Nov.  7,  1616,  when  daughter  Elizabeth  and  Wil- 


1623,  June  9.  P  27  Do;  from  Vol.  1623-4,  p  158 
Commissory  Court  of  London  for  Essex  &  Herts: 
The  will  of  Nathaniel  White  of  Fering,  proved  31 
July,  1623,  mentions  his  mother  Bridget  White 
and  gives  her  an  annuity  of  ten  pounds.  Fering  is 
four  or  five  miles  from  Messing. 


liam  Goodwin  were  married  at  Shalford,  the  par- 
e:its  were  presumably  living  there.  Very  shortly 
after,  however,  before  May,  1617  in  fact,  when 
Robert’s  will  was  made,  they  were  again  in  Mes¬ 
sing.  Robert  White,  yeoman,  was  a  rich  man  for 
those  times,  as  the  will  shows.  He  had  vision,  too. 
His  bequest  of  40  shillings  “to  Mr.  Richard 


Rogers,  preacher  of  God’s  word  at  Weathersfield  in  Essex”  renders  it  probable  that  he  was  friendly  to 
non-conformists  and  that  he  had  often  listened  to  this  awakening  preacher;  while  a  like  bequest  to  Bar¬ 
tholomew  Scrivener,  minister  of  the  Church  of  God  in  Messing,  implies  his  continued  interest  in  the 
established  church.  See  .Matthew's’  American  Armory  and  Blue  Book  for  White  family  Coat  of  Arms. 
Robert  and  Bridget  were  married  in  the  heroic  age  of  England.  Bold  navigators  were  pushing  out  for  new 
worlds  to  conquer.  John  Davis,  English  Navigator,  was  one  of  these  and,  in  this  very  year  of  marriage 
(1585),  was  making  one  of  three  attempts  to  find  a  Northwest  passage  through  the  Arctic  to  the  Orient. 
Sailing  to  the  73rd  degree  of  latitude  he  discovered  the  strait  w'hich  bears  his  name. 

1617,  May  27.  P  29  Do;  from  Vol.  Weldon  40,  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury:  “In  the  name  of 
God  Amen.  May  the  seaven  and  twentyeth  in  the  fifteenth  yeare  of  the  raigne  of  our  Soveraigne  Lord 
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Tames  by  the  grace  of  god  Kinge  of  England  ffrance  and  Ireland  defender  of  the  faith,  etc.,  and  of  Scotland 
the  fiftyeth.  In  the  yeare  of  our  Lord  God  1617  I  Robert  White  of  Messinge  in  the  countyc  of  Essex 
yeoman,  beingc  of  good  and  pfect  remembrance,  doe  make  this  my  last  will  and  testament,  in  manner  and 
forme  followinge.  Imprimis.  I  commend  my  soule  unto  the  hands  of  god  almightey  my  most  faydiful 
creator  redemer  and  sanctifier  and  my  bodie  to  be  buried  in  the  parish  church  or  church  yeard  of  Messinge, 
at  the  discretion  of  mine  executors. 

“  Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  the  poore  people  of  Messinge  fortye  shillings  of  lawful  mony  of  England, 
to  be  distributed  amongst  them  at  ye  discretion  of  mine  executors  and  the  minister  of  Messinge,  within 
one  month  next  after  my  depture  from  this  naturall  life. 

“Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Mr.  Richard  Rogers,  preacher  of  gods  word  at  Withersfteld  in  Essex 
aforesaid;  and  to  Bartholomew  Scrivener  Minister  of  the  church  of  god  in  Messinge  aforenamed  to  each 
of  them  the  severall  summe  of  fortey  shillings  of  like  lawful  monie,  to  be  payd  unto  them  within  two 
monthes  after  my  departure. 

“  Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  mine  eldest  daughter  Sarah,  the  wife  of  James  Bowtell  of  little  Salinge, 
the  summe  of  fifteenc  pounds  of  lawful  mony  of  England,  to  be  paid  within  four  years  next  after  my  de^ 
parture.  Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Jeames  Bowtell  the  younger,  son  of  my  said  daughter  Sarah 
Bowtell,  the  summe  of  five  pounds  of  good  and  lawfull  mony  of  England,  to  be  paid  unto  him  w'hen  he 
shall  come  to  ye  sixteenth  yeare  of  his  age. 

“Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  daughter  Marie  the  wife  of  Joseph  Lummis  of  Branctree,  one 
pewter  platter. 

“  Item  1  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  daughter  Elizabeth  the  wife  of  Willm  Goodinge  of  Bockinge  the 
summe  of  fortye  markes  of  like  lawful  monye  within  one  yeare  next  after  my  dcp’ture,  to  be  paid  unto  her. 

“  Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  daughter  Bridgett  White  the  sum  of  one  hundred  marks  of  like 
lawfull  monye,  to  be  paid  unto  hir  upon  the  day  of  hir  marriage,  provided  that  she  my  said  daughter 
bridgett  shall  not  bestow  hir  selfe  in  marryage  without  the  approbation  and  consent  of  my  two  sonnes 
in  law  Joseph  Lymmys  and  Willim  Goodinge  formerly  mentioned,  and  my  wife  Bridget  White  or  the 
consent  of  two  of  them  whereof  my  wife  to  be  one  of  the  twaine.  But  yf  it  happen  that  shee  mariyc 
without  the  consent  aforesaid  then  I  give  hir  only  the  summe  of  thirtye  pounds  of  like  lawful  monie. 

“  Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  daughter  Anna  White  the  summe  of  one  hundredth  markes  of 
like  lawfull  mony:  to  be  paid  unto  hir  upon  ye  day  of  hir  marriage;  yt  soe  be  she  shall  bestow  hir  selfe  in 
marriage,  accordinge  to  the  likinge  and  consent  of  my  two  fornamed  sonnes  in  law,  and  my  wife  as  in 
aforesaid.  But  yt  it  soe  fall  out,  as  that  she  my  said  daughter  Anna  shall  marrye  without  the  consent 
and  approbation  formerly  mentioned,  then  I  give  and  bequeath  hir  only  the  sum  of  thirtey  poun  o  i  e 
and  lawful  monie. 

“Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  sonne  Nathaniel  White  the  sume  of  fortie  pounds  of  like  lawfu 
monye,  whereof  my  will  is  that  twenty  pounds  shalbe  paid  within  one  yeare  next  after  my  depture  and 
the  other  twentye  pounds  to  be  paid  unto  him  within  two  years  next  after  my  said  depture  oute  ot  this 

naturall  life.  j  <■  n 

“Item  1  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  sonne  John  White  the  summe  of  two  hundreth  pounds  of  like 

lawfull  monie  to  be  paid  to  him  when  he  shall  come  to  ye  years  of  one  and  twentye  of  his  age;  yett  pro¬ 
vided  that  my  said  sonne  John  shall  not  bestow  himselfe  in  marriage  without  the  approbation  and  con¬ 
sent  of  my  aforesaid  two  sonnes  in  law  Joseph  Lymmys  and  William  Goodinge,  and  my  wife  his  mot  ler 
And  yf  it  soe  fall  oute  that  this  my  son  John  shall  match  him  selfe  contrarye  to  the  good  likeinge  and 
consent  aforesaid,  then  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  him  onlye  as  his  full  portion  the  summe  of  one  hundred 

pounds  of  like  lawfull  monye. 

“Item  my  mind  and  will  is,  that  yf  any  of  my  foresaid  children  that  are  unmarried  shall  depte  this 
naturall  life  before  the  tymes  appointed  for  the  paymt  of  their  portions;  or  yf  any  of  them  shall  marrye 
contrarye  to  the  consent  and  approbation  mentioned,  then  such  summe  or  summes  of  monie  (as  shall 
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*idl  lo  aloo  ajujqab  bi**  vm  lall*  Jxan  no»y  ovn  niiliiw  mid  oJnu  bi*q  ad  ol  cbnuoq  ayinawl  wdJo  adl 

.alU  llmitan 
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remaine  and  accrew,  cyther  by  their  death  or  disobey dience),  shall  be  equally  devidedt  amongste  the 
rest  of  my  children  whether  marryed  or  unmarried,  pte  and  parte  like. 

“Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  son  John  White  the  ioyned  standinge  bedstead  wch  is  in  the  par- 
lour,  wth  the  featherbed,  flockbed,  bolster  coveringe  wth  other  furneyture  thereunto  belonginge;  alsoe 
the  presse  cupbourd  the  cupbourd  table  and  newest  chest,  all  wch  are  in  said  ploure  to  be  delivered  him 
after  the  death  of  my  wife  Bridgett  White,  or  instead  thereof  the  summe  of  twenty  marks  of  like  lawfull 
monye. 

“Item  1  constitute  and  ordaine  my  aforesaid  sonnes  in  law  Joseph  Lumys,  Willm  Goodinge  supulsors 
of  this  my  last  will  and  testament  and  doe  give  unto  each  of  them  the  severall  summes  of  fortey  shillings 
of  like  lawfulle  mony:  towards  their  charge  and  paines  in  seinge  this  my  will  executed  according  to  my 
minde. 

“Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Ralph  Bett  the  younger  my  kinsman  and  servant  the  summe  of  five 
pounds  of  like  lawfull  monye,  to  be  paid  unto  him  within  one  yeare  next  after  my  depture.  Item  I  give 
and  bequeath  unto  Joseph  Digbie  my  servant,  twentye  shillings  of  like  lawfull  monye,  to  be  paid  within 
one  yeare  next  after  my  depture. 

“Item  all  the  rest  of  my  goods  unbequeathed  1  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  wife  Bridgett  White,  and 
to  my  sonne  Daniel  White  whome  1  constitute  and  ordayne  the  joynte  executors  of  this  my  last  will  and 
testament,  hopinge  they  will  faithfullye  e.xecute  this  my  last  will  accordinge  to  the  trust  reposed  in  them. 

“In  witness  whereof  1  have  hereunto  sett  myne  hand  and  sealc  the  daye  and  year  first  mentioned. 

“  In  presence  of  us:  John  Christmas  ye  elder,  Willm  Levett  Robert  White. 

“  Probatu  juii  Testamentu  apud  Kelvedon  vicesimo  Die  Mensis  Junii  1617.” 

CHILDREN 

(all  born  at  Shalford,  England,  except  one  not  recorded;  first  child  by  first  wife;  all  others  by  second  wife) 

1.  DANIEL  b.  a  1583.  He  is  made  joint  executor  with  his  mother  of  the  father's  estate. 

2.  SARAH  bp.  Mch.  8,  1585/6;  m.  James  Bowtelle  (or  Boutell) 

He  was  of  Little  Sailinge  in  Essex  County  and  was  living  in  May,  1617,  when  Sarah’s  father  made  his  will. 

3.  NATHANIEL  bp.  Apl.  30,  1587;  he  d.  1623,  s  36 

He  was  of  Fering,  four  or  five  miles  from  Messing.  His  will  was  proved  July  31,  1623;  gives  to  mother  Bridgett 
White  £10  annuity. 

4.  MARY  bp.  Aug.  24,  1590;  m.  June  30,  1614,  Joseph  Loomis  (see  below) 

5.  ELIZABETH  bp.  Mch.  5,  1591  2;  m.  Nov.  7,  1616,  Elder  William  Goodwin;  she  d.  he  d.  Oct.  15,  1689,  ae  73  1  ch 

They  were  married  at  Shalford,  Eng.,  he  being  from  Booking,  Essex  Co.  They  emigrated  to  Cambridge, 

Mass.,  then  Hartford,  Conn.,  then  Hadley,  Mass.,  and  then  Farmington,  Conn.  He  m  (2)  Susannah  , . . '  ^  . .  -(ij,..., 

His  inventory,  £196'19'06. 

6.  BRIDGETT  bp.  Aug.  18,  1594;  m.  Sept.  28,  1618,  John  Christmas 

They  were  married  at  Messing,  Eng. 

7.  ELDER  JOITN  b.  1593;  m.  Dec.  26,  1622,  Mary  Levitt;  he  d.  Dec.,  1683,  ae  85  she  d.  before  Jan’y,  1684  6  ch 

They  were  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  Hartford,  Ct.,  Hadley  and  Hartford  again.  He  was  ruling  elder  of  Second 
Church  in  Hartford  Mch.,  1677.  Was  deputy  for  Hartford  and  Hadley.  His  inventory,  £190'09'00. 

8.  ANNA  bp.  July  13,  1600;  m.  Oct.  18,  1620,  John  Porter;  she  d.  1647,  x  47  he  d.  Apl.  21,  1648  12  ch 

Her  name  is  sometimes  written  Rosanna.  He  was  of  Felsted,  Warwickshire  and  Messing  in  Eng.  They  emL 
grated  to  Windsor,  Connecticut.  His  inventory  was  £470- 17-00.  Mr.  William  Goodwin  of  Hartford  and 
Goodman  White  of  Hartford  were  supervisors  of  his  estate. 


YOOJA3MaO  TT322Aa  1.  . 

*  ^  -  ■ 


niAwiMTiK  sbabiv^  vlliuipa  ad  Hud*  ,(af3fntbr<>dodb  io  rfJftab  liarb  yd  tvti^  bn«  aniwnai 

^**”*™*  ^?lil  ari*q  bnc  3)q  .bohismnij  lo  bs’O'fini  latijadw  (rubTub  y«*  Io  !«« 

;wnisnobd  oin.rmd.  Mur<4<rm>  latio  dto 

t^wihb  od  oJ  yiuola  bitt  ni  nu  rbw  (b  .twrfa  J«y<wi  bn*  atdga  bmodqio  *ciJ  bwodqio  a«*«q  aw 
31“  :31  x^«^*nmu.  ab  1<-»U  b»«n.  a.  ^irtW  .Hw  ymlo  ab^U 

nojluqil*  MnibooO  mlllW  r«mU  rtqMol  ni  ranoo*  bimtmU  x»>  >«^o  •»»  !,!^1  V, 

•miIIIMs  MnitiiK  Itenvsz aU  itraHi lo  rtj«» onio  »vi» sot. boo  MwiwMsI  boi. » «  •|'J] ^ 

„iH*w  bi«, ai  o.  .no-n  *=«••>«  •S'""**  »V"v..  .io.vsa  <0, 

Irtl  b^a  nua  ab  o)  osnioo™-  IB*  ’»'  •<">  •*'*’ 

JaooUoao  ««.  «ae  l>««  > X.b  ab  ,!.«  bn»  bnal  a,  <m  ««  oimomd  a/«l  1  W  *  er,^  9 

.«,.,w  Troaij  «^.w  .ssbb  r( 

••.\\d\  iiimV  riimU  -AQ  owkaoiN  i«b»Afc5l  Vwq*  tttttvmxvit 


IdSWGJlhD  •'I 

(aim  bnaim  vi  nOlio  !U  .Oim  md  <4  WWfo  wW»  ;t«bio!»i  ton  ^  ,bn»iv^  .lno»l««  !■  mod  lU) 

J,  MKO  t*M<b4A  ^  lo  Tirtwni  lid  HJiw  wiOl  »»<«>  •*  tH  ^  JaiVlAQ  .1 

(UsiimH  io\  aHiJiboll  iwnul  Jm  jdsleH  J  dftM  xjd  •* 

mm  Mtbmm  1-I1.I  t  nori-  .VWI  .vaM  «.  ioiyU  bo«  yJ^BoQ  «-3  «» dtr»l!U2  lo  -w  ^ 

ac  •  .«*!  b  «il  jTbH  JX  HA  ^  laiH/iHT^  .C 
ii^lbha  ttrtjom  Of  ;t»t  .1C  xUil  brrnmi  •**  Hw  HH  moilmOmmmA 


sH 

.<(liMlfi«  0I3L  oJlKW 


»w>  *»i»io«bJ  dqawl  .Hdl  j«  >rtiil  « :0^  f  >5  •I'*  ^ 


VP- I 


eomwhiOnitel  ./lldl  .if  •* 

.|^  I*  l»hiom  ram  t»«T 


cfc>  d 


lb  Cl 


M,  .11  M  J. x  W  -  .IW  J.  -b  ofcl  •“•' ^ 

^  -  .  »o  ■_iLtoTt--ha«iW  bAwb^  lo  tw*  »H  .tnnmoR  ntiwMi  mfmmrm «  wnoo 

»  »sD«».a  OH  .io..a»0,sal»rltfa  baai 

b.„  bWmJ^I  V,  a.bo.0  »0».w  .,M  •»»'-«22.,*^C~Xsoiu.««lnOltu«teaMW 


THE  ROBERT  WHITE  FAMILY 


799 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Joseph  Loomis  b.  1590  m.  Mary  White  bp.  1590 
Dea.  John  Loomis  b.  1622  m.  Elizabeth  Scott  b.  1625 

Dea.  John  Loomis  b.  1649  m.  Mary - b. - 

Dea.  John  Buell  b.  1671  m.  .Mary  Loomis  b.  1672/3 

Capt.  Solomon  Buell  b.  1715  m.  Eunice  Griswold  b.  1721 

Ira  Buell  b.  1745  m.  Prudence  Deming  b.  1741 

Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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BENJAMIN  WILMOT  b.  1589 

ANNE -  ni. _ 

b.  -  d.  Aug.  18,  1669 

d.  Oct.  7,  1668  jE  80 

1646/7,  Mch.  10.  Vol.  I,  p  180  G  C,  New  Haven: 
“G.  Wilmott”  is  assigned  to  pew  No.  5,  “in  the 
crosse  seats  at  tlie  end  of  the  meeting  house.”  G. 
stands  for  Goodwife. 

1651,  July  1.  P  56  Do:  “William  Willniot  was 
complained  of  for  neglecting  to  come  to  trayne  at 
least  3  times;  he  said  in  regarde  of  his  mother’s 
weaknes,  and  because  that  they  dwell  at  a  farme, 
he  thought  he  need  not  come;  he  was  told  that 
this  Gourt  cannot  excuse  him  from  trayning,  but 
in  regard  of  his  mothers  weaknes  they  so  farr  mit- 
tigate  ye  fine  as  that  he  paye  but  5s  for  all  that  is 
past,  but  that  he  attend  Traynings  for  time  to 
come,  unless  he  be  freed  from  it  by  the  Towne.” 
Son  William  was  nineteen  years  old  at  this  time, 
while  his  mother,  in  ill  health,  is  around  sixty. 

1655/6,  Feb’y  11.  Vol.  I,  p  188  T  V:  “Goodw. 
Wilmot  Sen.,”  is  now  assigned  to  pew  9,  “  In  the 
long  Seates  for  women,”  with  four  others,  of  whom 
G.  Willmot  Jun’r  is  one. 

1661/2,  Feb’y  10.  P  366  Do:  “Ben.  Wilmots 
wife”  is  again  put  in  seat  9,  “In  the  long  Seates 
for  weomen,”  with  4  others;  but  the  junior  Wilmot, 
does  not  appear  anywhere  in  the  list.  The  first 
junior  Wilmot  (widow,  1651)  had  married  again 
but  there  was  a  new  one  created  three  years  ago 
whom  we  would  expect  to  be  seated. 

1668,  Oct.  7.  Vol.  I,  p  37  B  M  D:  “Anne  wife 
of  old  Benjamin  Wilmot  died  in  New  haven  Octo- 
br  :  7th  68.”  She  reached  an  age  that  was  certainly 
close  to  four  score.  Anne  Wilmot  dies  less  than 
one  year  prior  to  her  husband. 


1589.  This  is  the  approximate  year  of  Benjamin 
Wilmot’s  birth  -  only  one  year  after  the  Spanish 
Armada,  the  “invincible”  fleet  sent  out  by  Spain  to 
over-throw  Protestantism  in  England  and  so  every 
where;  but  which  met  crushing  defeat  by  Drake 
and  Howard  and  the  elements,  while  Elizabeth’s 
Protestant  reign  continued  into  the  next  century. 
The  date  is  figured  from  the  will  which  gives  age 
as  “about  four  score.” 

The  first  item  we  find  concerning  Benjamin  Wil¬ 
mot  in  this  country  is  his  autograph  signature  to 
the  fundamental  agreement  signed  at  New  Haven, 
probably  somewhere  around  a  year  after  the  date 
of  the  document  (June  4,  1639).  The  writer’s  judg¬ 
ment  is  that  this  was  our  Benjamin  Wilmot’s  son 
Benjamin  who  was  at  this  time  just  about  reaching 
his  majority  and  was  in  America  ahead  of  his  pa¬ 
rents.  When  the  father  came  a  few  years  later  with 
the  rest  of  the  family,  the  records  do  not  begin  to 
use  Benjamin  Senior  and  Junior  to  distinguish 
father  and  son  as  is  ordinarily  the  case.  The  term 
Senior  is  used  only  once  and  that  was  some  ten 
years  after  the  son  had  died;  and  the  term  Junior 
is  never  used  to  designate  the  son.  Hence  there  is 
some  difficulty  in  always  differentiating  correctly 
between  father  and  son.  We  are  helped  often  by 
the  term  “Old  Goodman  Wilmot,”  or  simply 
“Goodman  Wilmot,”  but  these  are  not  used  stead¬ 
fastly.  Of  course  after  1651,  when  the  son  died, 
there  is  no  confusion.  If  the  next  item  chronicles 
the  approximate  time  when  the  old  folks  arrived 
they  were  about  56  years  old.  The  reference  is  in 
the  Massachusetts  Bay  Court,  but  we  take  it  that 
“grandfather”  refers  to  grandfather  Wilmot  who 
was  now  in  New  Haven  and  could  not  be  inter¬ 
viewed  about  it  right  away. 


1645,  Oct.  1.  Vol.  II,  p  110  MB  C:  “Mr.Spar- 
hauke  &  Leift  Mason  are  appointed  a  committee 
with  all  power  to  dispose  of  ye  children  of  Goodman  Bunnell,  if  their  grandfather  will  not  take  care  of 
>Tn.”  The  grandparents  were  the  only  family  help  available  evidently.  Probably  they  knew  of  the 
daughter’s  trouble  before  they  came.  It  certainly  took  Pilgrim  vision  in  the  face  of  this,  to  sustain  them 
in  the  venture  of  starting  anew  in  a  virgin  wilderness,  at  their  age.  They  had  no  intention  of  leaning  on 
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any  child  for,  as  the  following  item  shows,  they  proceeded  quickly  to  establish  their  own  home  way  back 
from  th.e  New  Haven  settlement  towards  West  Rock.  But  even  at  that  they  had  almost  a  generation 
of  life  before  them  in  the  New  World  and  the  record  shows  that  they  made  good  even  against  heavy  odds. 

1646,  July  7.  Vol.  I,  p  161  G  C:  The  Court  makes  several  charges  against  Thomas  Fugill,  who  was 
one  of  the  7  pillars  of  the  Church,  but  now  fallen  from  grace,  the  third  being  this;  “That  after  an  order 
left  with  you,  made  by  the  court  of  magistrates,  wherin  hee  was  ordred  to  sell  nothing  until  he  had  at¬ 
tended  the  court,  yet  he  had  gon  about  to  sell  somthing  since,  wch  he  acknowledged  true,  he  had  treated 
wth  old  Goodman  Wilmott  about  some  swyne.  ”  At  the  same  Court  appears  this  item  which  I  take  to 
refer  to  the  son:  “Benjamin  Wilmott  defective  sockett  &  bulletts,  fined  Is.” 

1646/7,  Mch.  10.  P  ISO  Do:  On  the  same  day  that  G.  Wilmott,  his  wife,  was  assigned  a  seat,  Benja: 
Wilmott  was  appointed  the  ninth  pew  in  “The  midle  seates,”  in  the  seating  of  the  first  meeting  house  in 
New  Haven.  Men  and  women  were  seated  separately.  In  pew  No.  9  five  men  were  seated. 

1647,  May  17.  P  185  Do:  “Goodman  Wilmott  propounded  to  the  Court  that  he  might  have  the  24 
acres  of  land  wch  was  Thom  Fugil’s,  at  the  foote  of  the  West  Rock,  granted  to  him  as  land  is  given  to 
other  planters  as  inheritance  and  he  will  give  to  the  towne  3£  a  year  till  the  20£  be  paid  for  the  fine 
due  from  Thom  Fugill;  and  the  said  Goodman  Wilmott  will  fence  it  at  his  charge.  After  much  debate 
about  it,  the  Court  saw  cause  to  grant  it  to  Goodman  Wilmott  upon  his  desire,  and  so  it  was  ordered 
....  And  further  it  was  ordred  that  the  said  24  acres  shalbe  soe  laid  out  as  Goodman  Willmott’s 
howse  shall  not  stand  upon  it,  but  neare  to  the  side  thereof,  for  the  more  conveynient  improvement  of 
the  said  land,  and  what  land  he  hath  broken  upp  without  the  24  acres,  he  is  to  have  the  use  of  it  for 
this  yeare.” 

164S,  May  2.  P  211  Do:  “A  Courte  the  V  of  Maye,  1648.  Old  Goodman  Willmotc  and  Samuall 
Marsh  tooke  the  oathe  of  fidellitie.”  Since  the  former  was  not  in  the  list  of  1644  this  is  fair  evidence 
that  he  was  not  on  the  ground  at  that  time. 

1651,  Apl.  8.  Vol.  I,  p  5  B  M  D:  Benjamin  Willmott  the  son  dies  at  New  Haven.  Between  this  event 
and  the  preceding  item  there  are  various  references  to  Benjamin  Willmot  in  the  records,  but  we  have 
eliminated  them  all  as  belonging  probably  to  the  son.  From  here  on  all  references  must  be  to  the  father. 

1651,  Oct.  7.  Vol.  I,  p  66  T  V:  The  case  of  the  Bunell  boy,  grandson  of  Benjamin  Willmot,  w'as  in 
Court:  “Nicholas  Elsy  said  that  the  Grandfather  of  the  boy  came  to  him,  and  desired  him  to  take  him, 
and  he  did.  Goodman  Willmot,  the  Grandfather  of  the  boy  was  asked  the  ground  thereof;  hee  said  his 
sonn  Bunill  was  in  the  Bay,  and  was  a  charge  to  the  country  there,  after  went  to  England,  left  his  wife 
and  children  but  no  meanes  to  maintayne  them;  after  hee  was  gone  shee  &  her  children  came  up  heither 
to  him,  but  hee  was  not  able  to  keepe  them;  therefore  they  did  advise  together,  and  agreed  to  put  forth 
the  children,  and  did  put  the  boy  to  Nic''  Elsy:” 

1652/3,  Feb’y  1.  P  118  Do:  “Old  Goodman  Willmot  was  complained  of  for  a  debt  of  nine  pounds, 
odd  money,  that  hee  owes  to  ye  Towne:  he  said  hee  is  not  able  yet  to  paye  it,  but  he  shall  W''’in  a  moneth 
paye  three  pound  to  ye  Treasurer  in  part,  and  ye  rest  he  will  ingage  some  of  his  cattell  for,  and  paye 
the  one  halfe  of  the  remainder  a  yeere  hence,  and  the  other  halfe  a  yeare  after  that;  w'^''  the  Court  ac¬ 
cepted:” 

1654,  May  1.  P  148  Do:  “Old  Goodman  Willmot  desired  the  court  that  his  sonn  may  be  freed  from 
Trayning,  wch  w'as  considered,  and  wth  refferenc  to  his  owne  age,  his  wives  weaknes  and  their  Living  at 
a  Farme  his  sonn  was  freed,  onely  is  to  attend  as  other  farmers  doe.”  This  referred  to  son  William 
Wilmot.  Foot  note  under  this  paragraph  says;  “Benjamin  Wilmot  was  probably  at  this  date  about  65 
years  old.” 

1654,  May  1.  P  147  Do:  “The  Townsmen  Acquainted  ye  Towne,  that  considering  the  great  damage 
comes  to  ye  Towne  for  want  of  a  convenient  place  for  an  ox-pasture,  they  have  some  of  them  viewed 
that  parte  of  the  ox-pasture  w*^^  is  unimproved,  and  the  plaine  by  the  pine  rocke,  w'^*’  they  conceiv'e  may 
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.balsas  arw  nam  avd  P  tM  waq  nl  .ybiinsqat  baJeat  aiaw  rttunoM  bns  naM  .navsH  MraH 
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aicdab  lai^A  agieda  jid  la  ii  ySfrfl  IM-v  iiomliV/  njUTrbooO  blw  adi  Uw  ;IUauH  modT  inofl  a^ 
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.amtJ  Huti  IK  bn^  adJ  no  loo  ww  ad  lidl 
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be  suitable  for  that  use,  which  will  be  fenced  w">  aboute  400  rod  of  fenceing,  whereof  old  Goodman  Will- 
mott  offers  to  doe  sixty,  upon  condition  that  he  may  have  Libbertie  to  put  in  at  most  foure  cowes  and 
two  oxen:  v/'**  Libbertie,  w‘*‘  refferrence  to  his  condition  was  granted.” 

Here  is  a  picture  of  the  state  of  Education  in  New  Haven  Colony  at  this  time.  Directly  under  the 
above  paragraph  is  this  order:  “A  complainte  was  made  that  the  scoolemaster  is  so  imployed  in  teaching 
chilldrcn  sent  to  him  to  Learne  their  Letters  and  to  spell  is  contrary  to  order)  that  others  for  whom 
the  Scoole  was  cheifely  intended  (as  Latin  scoollers)  are  neglected;  wherefore  two  of  the  Townsmen  were 
now  sent  to  send  all  such  chilldren  home,  and  Advised  the  scoolemaster  not  to  receive  any  more  such.” 

^  1655/6,  Feb’y  11.  Vol.  I,  p  188  T  V:  Benja  Willmott  with  three  other  men  are  assigned  pew  No.  5 
“in  ye  seats  on  ye  stile  on  both  sides  the  dore.” 

1661/2,  Feb’y  10.  P  366  Do:  Bcnj  Wilmot  now  is  assigned,  with  4  other  men,  pew  No.  2,  “in  the 
side  seates,  above  the  doore.  ”  Andrew  Low  is  in  same  seat. 

1661/2,  Feb’y  10.  P  365  Do:  “Benjamine  Wilmott  Seni’^  desired  that  his  land  neare  the  west  rock 
might  be  Alienated  to  him,  who  (for  the  spareing  of  fence)  propounded  for  a  small  peice  of  land  adioyning 
to  his,  but  it  not  being  well  understood.  It  was  referred  to  the  view  of  Sam.  Whitehead,  Timothy  Ford, 
Isaac  Beecher,  or  any  two  of  them,  of  w'^*'  view  they  are  to  make  their  report.” 

1662,  Apl.  28.  P  370  Do:  “A  small  peice  of  land  propounded  for  by  Bejamine  Wilmott  Feb’y  10,  1661 
(upon  a  returne  of  a  view  made  by  Sam.  Whitehead  &  Isaac  Beecher)  was  granted,  upon  Condition  that 
Towne  shall  hav’e  a  Cart  way  through  his  land  to  the  rock,  as  occasion  may  require.” 

1662,  May  6.  P  372  Do:  “Benjamine  Wilmott  haveing  paid  (as  he  said)  to  the  Treasurer  of  New 
Haven,  the  somme  of  £20  upon  the  account  of  Mr.  Fugill,  the  Court  now  settled  upon  him  for  ever  24 
acres  of  land  lying  neare  the  West  Rock,  with  the  house,  barne,  &  yard  thereunto  belonging,  the  aforesd 
Benjamine  Wilinot  now  engageing  to  make  it  appeare  that  all  accounts  concerning  yt  £20  be  cleared.” 

1663,  Aug.  4.  Vol.  II,  p  24  T  V:  At  a  Court  in  New  Haven,  re  some  horses  taken  without  leave  the 
question  now  being  what  date  it  was  done,  “young  goodwife  Wilmot  said  yt  she  was  cleare  yt  was  the 
3d  day  of  the  weeke,  y‘  is  this  day  was  five  weekes  yt  he  (Mr.  Tuttle)  fetched  the  Clapboards;  old  Good¬ 
man  Wilmot  apprehended  the  same.”  (Mr.  Tuttle  had  testified  he  could  not  tell  the  day  of  the  week  he 
fetched  the  clapboards.) 

1667/8,  Feb  y  7.  P  1 14  Do:  The  Committee  reported  to  the  town  the  proposed  seating  of  the  meeting 
house.  Benja:  Wilmot  was  placed  in  pew  1,  of  the  “Short  seates  above  ye  door.”  He  seems  to  be  the 
only  Wilmot  reported  in  this  seating  plan.  However  this  was  only  a  plan  for  the  men,  “there  beino  noe 
gallery  for  women,  they  was  not  now  seated.”  ° 

1669,  Aug.  7.  Vol.  I,  p  144  P  Ct,  New  Haven:  “The  Last  Will  &  Testament  of  Benjamin  Wilmott 
aged  about  fourscore.  Imprimis,  I  give  twenty  pounds  unto  ye  three  children  of  my  son  Beniamin  to  be 
equally  divided  between  them.  Item  twenty  shillings  to  each  of  the  foure  children  of  my  daughter  Anne 
Bunnell,  vizt  Benjamin  &  Nathan"  Bunnill  &  Lidia  ffrench  &  Mrry  Bunnill,  the  which  I  will  to  be  payd 
to  them  at  or  before  ye  terme  of  two  years  from  ye  Date  hereof.  And  for  ye  rest  I  give  it  all  to  my 
son  William  whom  I  appoint  my  sole  executor.  In  witness  whereof  I  have  sett  my  hand. 

Witness:  Ralph  Lines  B  y/  jq.  9. 

Jno  Harriman  Junior. 

“The  witneses  sworn  in  Court  &  the  executor  accepted  of  ye  trust.” 

1669,  Aug.  18.  Vol.  I,  p  47  B  M  D:  “Old  Benjamin  Wilmott  dyed  August  18th,  ’69;”  and  as  the 
probate  says,  “aged  about  four  score”  years.  He  had  buried  two  of  the  three  children  and  within  a  year 
the  wife  had  gone.  In  the  inventory,  note  the  “old  bible”.  E.  H.  Chapin  says:  “An  aged  Christian  with 

the  snow  of  time  on  his  head  may  remind  us  that  those  points  of  earth  are  whitest  that  are  nearest 
heaven.” 
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1669.  Vol.  I,  p  145  P  Ct:  “An  Inventory  of  the  estate  of  Benjamin  VVillmot,  senior,  Deceased  (date 
not  given) ; 


ImpT.  1  bed  &  txjlster  &  2  feather  pillows  £6'10s;  &  1  iron  skillet  6s;  spitt  ....  £06-19-00 

To  1  iron  pott  &  a  defective  brass  pott  1  lb;  To  a  little  old  skillet  &  sams  ....  01-03-00 

To  Soe  much  in  silver  2s  6<i;  To  1  wine  quart  5s  .......  .  00-07-06 

To  7  Ib  \2  of  old  pewter  7s  6d;  To  1  old  brass  kettle  24s  .......  01-1 1-06 

To  1  large  irish  rug  35s;  To  1  old  coverlid  12s;  To  soe  much  rec’d  of  7s  4d  .  .  .  .  02-14-04 

To  1  jackett  &  1  pr  breeches  &  old  coats  2£  5s;  1  gun  35s;  1  old  bible  6s  ....  04-06-00 

To  2  shirts  12s;  a  pr  of  stockings  5;  To  1  cow  4£ . 04-17-00 

To  1  old  chest  ;  12th  of  okir  at  6s .  00-09-00 

To  sundries .  03-05-10 


The  p’ticulars  above  apprized  by  us  whose  names  are  here  subscribed: 

Jon.N  Hodshon 
Ralph  Lines 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  this  inventory  docs  not  give  any  of  the  real  estate. 

CHILDREN 

(all  born  in  England) 

1.  ANN  b. - ;  m.  William  Bunnell  (see  below) 

2.  BENJAMIN  b. - ;  m.  a  1643,  Wid.  Elizabeth  Heaton;  he  d.  Apl.  8,  1651  she  d. 

Shem  (3)  Feb’y  8,  1659  60,  William  Judson.  In  1668  she  appeared  in  Court  as  "Widdow  Judson.”  She  had 
sons  Thomas  Heaton,  and  John  Eaton. 

3.  WILLIAM  b.  1632;  m.  Oct.  14,  1658,  Sarah  Thomas;  he  d.  1689,  se  57  she  d.  Dec.  29,  1711,  sc  72 

Ancient  stone  in  N.  H.  Cemetery  shows  his  age.  On  Apl.  26,  1693,  Widdow  Willmot  “was  forborn  for  the 
present  in  paying  ministers  rate  of  4s  4Hd.”  In  1704  Widdow  Willmot  had  but  2  persons  credited  to  her 
family  in  New  Haven. 


3  ch 

10  ch 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

William  Bunnell  b. - m.  Ann  Wilmot  b. - 

Eleazur  Peck  b.  1643  m.  Mary  Bunnell  b.  1650 

Eleazur  Peck  b.  1685  m.  Ann - b. - 

James  Bronson  b.  1713  m.  Hannah  Peck  b.  1717 
'  Adonijah  Lewis  b.  1722  m.  Mary  Bronson  b.  1742/3 
Amos  Richards  b.  1759  m.  Lydia  Lewis  b.  1763 
Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 
Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 
Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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TOE  WOLTERTON  FAMILY 


STEPHEN  WOLTERTON  b. - 

SUSANNAH -  m. - 

b.  1587  d. - 

d.  1662,  ££  75 

1587.  GSR:  Susannah  was  born  in  the  year 
before  the  Spanish  Armada  according  to  the  record 
on  her  tombstone  as  described  below.  We  find 

nothing  which  reveals  her  family  name,  nor  which 
discloses  her  birthplace  or  residence  in  England. 

1662.  GSR:  The  oldest  grave  marked  with  a 
stone  in  the  First  Church  burying  ground  at  Hart' 
ford,  Conn.,  is  probably  that  of  Susannah  W'olter- 
ton.  The  stone  is  inscribed  as  follows:  “Here  |  Lyes 
the  Body  1  ofSussana  ;  Woltertoun  |  who  Died  in  \ 
The  Year  1662  \  Aged  75.” 

Following  the  death  of  her  husband  in  Newbury, 
Mass.,  she  was  probably  living  or  visiting  in  Hart¬ 
ford  with  her  brother-in-law  Gregory  Wolterton 
when  death  overtook  her  in  1662,  Connecticut’s 
charter  year. 


1634.  P  1  Merrill  Gen  (1899):  The  marriage  of 
Stephen  Wolterton’s  daughter  Susannah  and  Na¬ 
thaniel  Merrill  at  Newbury,  Mass.,  is  the  earliest 
connection  we  have  with  the  father.  Stephen  Wol¬ 
terton  is  reported  to  have  lived  first  at  Ipswich, 
Mass.,  and  then  at  Newbury,  Mass.  Neither  town 
histor)’  of  these  places  speak  of  him  nor  does  he 
appear  in  the  Essex  County  Probate  reports  as 
published.  Investigation  of  original  records  there 
has  not  been  made  by  the  writer. 

1674,  July  17.  Vol.  Ill,  p  127  C  C,  Hartford: 
On  the  day  when  Isaac  Watts,  the  great  hymn 
writer,  was  born,  Gregory  Wolterton  of  Hartford 
made  his  will,  the  inventory  of  his  estate  (£535- 
16-00)  being  taken  on  Aug.  6,  same  year.  Since 
he  died  at  81,  his  birth  was  in  1593;  hence  it  is 
quite  probable  that  he  was  a  brother  of  Stephen, 
and  it  is  thought  that  he  was  sheltering  his  brother 
Stephen’s  wife  Susannah  at  the  time  of  her  death 
in  1662  at  Hartford.  The  will  of  Gregory  Wolter¬ 
ton  is  discussed  quite  fully  in  the  Hartford  Times, 
issue  of  April  15,  1915.  This  will  brings  in  our 


Brockway,  Stocking,  Stanley  and  Marvin  families,  as  well  as  a  wide  circle  of  relatives  and  friends.  Greg¬ 
ory  had  married  into  the  Stanley  family  by  taking  for  second  wife  Widow  Benedicta  Sheppard  Stanley 
who  died  in  1664,  when  he  m  (3)  Oct.  24,  1670  widow  Jane  Ward.  This  will,  furthermore,  indicates  what 
appears  to  be  the  home  or  the  neighborhood  of  their  home  in  England  in  these  words:  “I  doe  also  give 
unto  James  Wolterton,  the  son  of  Matthew  Wolterton,  that  live  in  Ipsago  (Ipswich)  in  Suffolk,  in  owld 
Ingland,  ten  pounds  if  he  be  living;  if  not,  to  his  Children,  eaquelly  devided.” 


AM  1  A  SOLDIER? 


(Two  stanzas  of  hymn  by  Isaac  Watts) 


Am  I  a  soldier  of  the  cross, 

A  follower  of  the  Lamb, 

And  shall  I  fear  to  own  His  cause. 
Or  blush  to  speak  His  name? 


Since  1  must  fight  if  I  would  reign, 
Increase  my  eourage  Lord; 

I’ll  bear  the  toil,  endure  the  pain, 
Supported  by  Thy  word. 


CHILDREN 

(all  bom  in  England) 

1.  SUSANNAH  b. - ;  m.  1634,  Nathaniel  Merrill  (sec  below) 

2.  MATTHEW  b. - 

He  remained  in  England. 

3.  A  DAUGHTER  b. - ;  m.  William  Waller 

William  Waller  was  of  New  London,  Conn. 
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THE  W  O  L  T  E  R  T  O  N  FAMILY 

LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Nathaniel  Merrill  b. - m.  Susannah  Wolterton  b. - 

Dea.  John  Merrill  b.  1635  m.  Sarah  Watson  b.  a  1641 
John  Turner  b.  1669  m.  Susannah  Merrill  b.  1677 
Thomas  Richards  b.  1694  m.  Abigail  Turner  b.  1697 

Dea.  John  Richards  b.  1731  m.  Mary  French  b. - 

Amos  Richards  b.  1759  m.  Lydia  Lewis  b.  1763 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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JOHN  WOODLAND  b. - 

MARTHA -  m  _ 

b.  -  d. - 

d.  - 

1700,  Sept.  2.  Vol.  I,  p  69  T  V,  Braintree:  The 
following  little  item  in  the  Braintree  Town  meet- 
ing  records  is  the  only  item  of  news,  aside  from  the 
children,  which  we  have  in  regard  to  this  faithful 
moLher,  It  shows  what  a  world  of  light  may  be 
revealed  by  a  single  apparently  insignificant  item 
of  public  business.  In  the  first  place  it  shows  that 
“Widow  Woodland”  is  still  living  at  an  age  which 
approaches  approximately  75  years  of  life.  It 
would  indicate,  also,  that  her  husband  had  died, 
lately  probably,  at  Braintree  without  leaving  an 
estate  of  size  enough  for  her  support  or  much  less 
for  probate.  So  far  as  1  know  it  is  the  only  source 
of  knowledge  that  their  daughter  married  our  John 
Thompson.  Indirectly  it  helps  to  confirm  Martha 
Thompson,  whose  birth  is  not  recorded,  and  who 
married  our  Ebenezer  Thayer,  as  the  grandchild 
of  Martha  Woodland  whose  son  was  “Tompson.” 
It  helps  to  confirm  the  fact  that  the  Woodlands, 
driven  out  of  Mendon  by  King  Philip’s  war,  had 
removed  to  Braintree  and  did  not  return  to  Men^ 
don  when  the  war  was  over;  at  the  same  time  re¬ 
vealing  that  she  did  finally  return  to  Mendon  to 
spend  her  last  days  with  daughter  and  son-in-law, 
though  the  record  does  not  reveal  positively  that 
the  daughter  was  living.  Incidentally,  the  high 
cost  of  travel  is  revealed  as  well  as  the  cheerful  co¬ 
operation  between  towns  in  caring  for  the  aged  or 
the  needy.  The  item  follows: 

1700,  Sept.  2.  Do:  “At  a  Publick  Town  meeting 
the  Inhabitants  of  said  Braintree  Lawfully  con¬ 
vened:  Then  voted  that  the  Town  would  be  at  the 
cost  and  charge  of  carrying  up  of  ye  widow  Wood¬ 
land  to  Mendum  to  her  son  Tompson  who  kindly 
offers  to  Receive  &  Keep  her  upon  their  so  doeing.” 


1646,  Aug.  9.  Vol.  I,  p  176  C  R,  Dorchester, 
Mass.:  This  seems  to  be  the  first  record  at  hand 
concerning  our  Woodland  family.  It  is  at  Dor¬ 
chester  where  Thankfull  Woodland  their  first  child 
was  baptised.  Two  other  children  were  baptised 
here  also  while  the  fourth  was  baptised  at  Brain¬ 
tree  to  which  town  they  moved  about  1651,  as 
Savage  says.  We  have  no  indication  as  to  when 
they  arrived  or  where  their  homes  were  in  Eng¬ 
land. 

1651,  March  25.  Vol.  I,  p  11  B  M  D,  Braintree: 
“John  Woodlande,  the  sone  of  John  Woodlande 
and  Martha  his  wiffe  was  born  the  (25)  (1)  1651,” 
at  Braintree,  Mass.  This  was  the  fourth  and  last 
child  so  far  as  we  know.  During  these  years  at 
Dorchester  and  Braintree  they  were  young  people 
and  apparently  did  not  succeed  in  impressing  the 
public  record  with  any  thing  besides  children.  The 
following  records  at  Mendon  show  him  to  be  an 
original  proprietor  there  and  a  man  of  vision  and 
independence  though  net  in  the  place  of  leadership 
occupied  by  our  Thayer  and  Thompson  families 
which  were  his  contemporaries.  The  following 
records  are  for  the  most  part  taken  from  the  “An¬ 
nals  of  Mendon”  which  does  not  give  reference 
to  the  original  volume  and  page  of  the  town  clerk’s 
books. 

1662,  Apl.  22.  P  5  A  of  M  (1880):  Moses  Paine 
and  Peter  Brackett  of  Braintree  for  £24  purchased 
of  Indians  Annawassanauk,  Anashhaammitt, 
Womsconont  and  Great  John  a  tract  8  miles 
square  situated  about  15  miles  from  Meadfield 
and  “bounded  one  miles  to  the  east  of  a  small 
River  which  lyeth  about  3  miles  East  of  Nepmugg 
great  Pond.”  They  with  other  associates  subse¬ 
quently  petitioned  that  this  tract  be  incorporated 
as  Mendon. 


1662,  July  22.  P  4  Do:  John  Woodland  was 
one  of  13  persons  from  Braintree  and  10  persons 


from  Weymouth  who  were  now  accepted  for  allot¬ 
ments  of  land  in  Mendon  “to  be  settled  before  the  end  of  7  mo.  1663.”  Our  Ferdinando  Thayre  was 
also  one  of  the  13  from  Braintree  and  our  Goodman  Thompson  was  among  those  from  Weymouth;  Their 
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nearest  place  for  supplies  was  Mcdficld,  and  in  passing  back  and  forth  from  Braintree  they  found  their 
Midway  where  Medway  Village  now  stands. 

While  ancestors  were  thus  hunting  new  wildernesses  to  conquer,  the  useful  sciences  and  arts  were  iun 

eginning  to  receive  the  impetus  of  organised  effort  in  Europe.  In  1662  the  English  Roval  Society 
wjich  oripnated  from  private  meetings  of  English  philosophers,  was  incorporated  by  Charles  II  and 
this  greatly  contributed  to  their  advancement.  The  French  Academy  of  Sciences  was  instituted  in  1666 

by  Louis  XI\  ,  and  most  of  the  countries  of  Europe  soon  followed  suit.  These  societies  did  much  for 
physics  and  chemistry. 

1663,  Sept.  P  8  Do:  The  “Annals  of  Mendon”  name  seven  pioneers  who  settled  there  before  the  date 
set  in  the  agreement,  John  Woodland  and  our  Ferdinando  Thayer  being  two  of  them  from  Braintree 
and  our  Goodman  Thompson”  from  Weymouth.  ’ 

1663.  Vol.  I,  p  6  P  R,  Mendon:  “The  names  of  the  first  proprietors  of  the  former  township  of  Men- 
don  and  the  number  of  acres  of  each  man’s  lot,  granted  and  taken  up  by  them,  which  is  the  foundation 
of  all  after  divisions  of  upland,  meadow  &  swamp  according  to  the  committee’s  rules  as  in  page  the  fir^t 
are  as  followeth.”  Among  44  names,  including  the  Ministry  and  the  School,  we  find,  “John  Woodland 
a  thirty  acre  lot;  John  1  hompson,  a  forty  acre  lot;  Ferdinando  Thayer,  a  forty  acre  lot.” 

1667,  June  8  P  17  A  of  M:  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Selectmen  of  Mendon  they  appointed  Good- 
man  John  Woodland  and  Joseph  Aldridge  as  Fence  V’iewers. 

1669,  Jan  y  1.  P  3/  A  of  M:  John  Woodland  Sen’r  was  chosen  one  of  two  Surveyors  of  Highways. 

1669,  May  19.  P  40  Do:  John  Woodland  Senior  and  John  Thompson  Jun’r  are  two  of  a  committee 
of  a  dozen  or  more  who  petition  the  General  Court  for  additional  meadow  land  and  also  for  the  delivery 
of  the  Indian  Title  by  Mr.  Brackett  of  Boston  and  Ensign  Paine  of  Braintree. 

1669,  Dec.  1.  P  46  Do:  John  Woodland  is  one  of  22  townsmen  of  .Mendon  who  sign  the  agreement 
for  the  settlement  of  Rev.  Joseph  Emerson  as  their  minister  at  £45  per  year  for  two  years.  Our  John 
I  hompson  Sen  r,  John  Thompson  Jun’r  and  Ferdinando  Thayre  are  signers  also. 

1671,  June  14.  P  50  Do:  The  division  of  the  plains  was  made  to  23  citizens  including  our  John  Thomp¬ 
son  and  Ferdinando  Thayer.  John  Woodland  and  others  had  land  allotted  at  the  same  time  in  other 
places. 

1671/2,  Jan  y  1.  P  49  Do:  John  Woodland  and  John  Thompson  were  among  the  active  opponents 
o  the  motion  secured  by  Colonel  Crowe  at  town  meeting  whereby  every  “35  Acor  lott  was  to  pay  '>5 
pullings  and  all  other  lotts  proportionable  and  soe  quitt  all  Damages  between  the  Towne  and  hee.” 
They  “did  oppose  it  as  a  very  unjust  thing  and  that  they  would  never  Yield  to  it” 

I  ^  ^  Generali  Towne  Mettinge,”  a  division  of  the  swamps  was  ordered. 

John  Woodland  stands  6th  in  the  list,  iTardin  Thayer  is  33^  and  John  Thompson  is  35'\  The  total 
was  40. 


1675,  July  14.  P  62  Do:  This  was  a  day  of  great  commotion  in  Mendon  for  the  Indians  attacked  the 
town  and  report  says  four  or  five  citizens  were  killed.  It  was  the  first  town  attacked  in  King  Philip’s 
war  -  natural  perhaps  since  it  was  the  farthest  removed  from  the  coast.  Following  the  attack  the  in¬ 
habitants  abandoned  the  town  completely  and  during  the  winter  following  it  was  burned  by  the  Indians 
The  following  item  shows  that  the  Woodlands  had  fled  to  their  former  town  of  Braintree. 

1678  Nov.  11.  Vol.  29,  p  173  Boston  Ser:  Under  the  heading,  “The  names  of  such  persons  in  Bran¬ 
dy  w'ho  have  taken  the  oath  of  Allegiance,”  Jno  Woodland’s  name  appears  among  the  137  subscribers. 
The  war  was  over  but  none  of  the  Mendon  families  had  returned  to  their  former  homes  as  yet,  and  it  is 
evident  that  the  Woodlands  did  not  return  at  ail  such  as  did  our  Thayer  and  Thompson  families.  In 
tact,  of  the  38  owners  of  lots  and  presumably  heads  of  families  in  Mendon  when  the  war  broke  out,  only 
20  returned.  The  war  experience  was  either  too  much  for  the  Woodlands  or  they  were  feeling  too  old 
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to  take  up  anew  the  conquering  of  the  wilds.  It  is  probable  that  John  Woodland  lived  on  with  his  wife 
at  Braintree  till  near  the  year  1700  when  his  widow  left  Braintree  for  Mendon  to  live  with  her  daughter 
Thompson’s  family.  Meanwhile  he  had  sold  his  original  thirty  acre  plot  as  per  deed  following,  while  the 
1718/ 19  eiury  is  given  to  show  how  persistently  the  names  of  the  original  proprietors  cling  to  their  first 
rights  in  the  successive  divisions  of  virgin  undivided  lands. 

1683,  Nov.  16.  Vol.  I,  p  35  P  R,  Mendon:  “John  Woodlands  Lott  Containing  thirty  Acres  more  or 
Les  with  all  Rights  and  priviliges  ther  unto  belonging  or  any  ways  Apertaining  thereunto  Now  Josiah 
Chapins  As  Appears  by  a  deed  of  Sale  baring  Date  16  November  1683  butted  and  bounded  as  foloweth: 
Northerly  partly  upon  the  house  Lott  of  John  More  And  partly  upon  pine  swamp,  Easterly  upon  A 
small  Run  of  water  that  parts  the  sd  Lott  and  Joseph  Juels  House  Lott,  Southerly  upon  the  house  Lott 
of  Walter  Cook  and  Westerly  Into  the  pine  swamp  to  make  the  sd  Lott  thirty  Acres  with  A  ten  Rodd 
highway  Crosing  sd  Lott  Laid  out  by  Mr.  John  flint.’’ 

1718/19,  Mch.  19.  P  339  Do:  “Mendon  March  ye  19''’,  1718  an  account  of  y'  number  of  Each  mans 
Rights  to  Lay  out  in  ye  Si.\t  Devision,  with  an  account  from  what  original  Lott  They  proceed  from” 
....  There  follows  a  list  of  231  names  with  property  owned  by  each  among  whom  we  find  ancestors 
as  follows  of  the  first  and  second  generations.  Relatives  of  the  third  generation  are  added :  “  P'  Generation, 
John  Woodland  s  30  acre  Lottj  John  Thompson  s  forty  acre  Lott;  Fardinand  Thayer’s  40  acre  Lott. 
2'*  Generation,  Ebenezer  Thayer  a  6:}4  acre  Lott.  O”  Generation,  Ebenezer  Thayer  a  0^  acre  Lott; 
Ensign  John  Thompson  a  Ten  acre  Lott.” 


CHILDREN 

(first  three  bp.  at  Dorcliester,  Mass.;  fourth  bom  at  Braintree,  Mass.) 

1.  THANKFUL  bp.  Aug.  9,  1646;  m.  a  1665,  John  Thompson  (see  below) 

2.  MARTHA  bp.  Sept.  3,  1648 

3.  JOHN  bp.  Aug.  12,  1649;  he  d.  soon 

4.  JOHN  b.  March  25,  1651 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

John  Thompson  b.  1642  m.  Thankful  Woodland  b.  1646 

Ebenezer  Thayer  b.  a  1673  m.  Martha  Thompson  b.  a  1675 

Samuel  Fisher  b.  a  1704  m.  Hannah  Thayer  b.  1704 

William  Bassett  b.  1726  m.  Lydia  Fisher  b.  1730 

Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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THE  THOMAS  WRIGHT  FAMILY 


1455-1485.  P  37  Wright  Fam  (1915);  fm  Vol.  I, 
p  233  Hist  Essex;  “Thomas  Whitebread’s  daugh¬ 
ter  Anna  married  Henry  Wright,  father  of  Jolin 
Wright.”  No  date  is  given  but  Henry  Wright  and 
his  wife  must  have  lived  through  the  30  years  War 
of  the  Roses -that  disastrous  dynastic  struggle 
which  desolated  England  from  the  first  battle  of 
St.  Albans  (1455)  to  that  of  Bosworth  (1485j.  The 
House  of  York  (White  Rose)  fought  at  least  14  battles  with  the  House  of  Lancaster  (Red  Rose),  with 
the  result  that  the  old  nobility  was  destroyed  and  the  great  check  on  the  power  of  the  King  removed. 
Henry  VII  united  the  roses  by  marrying  Elizabeth  the  Yorkist  heiress  and  became  an  almost  absolute 
King,  absolutism  being  continued  through  Henry  VIII  and  the  other  Tudor  sovereigns. 

Wright  is  name  derived  from  the  Anglo  Saxon  Wyrhta,  meaning  industrious,  strenuous,  skillful.  In 
England  the  Wrights  were  knights  and  baronets,  and  in  America  the  family  produced  many  governors, 
senators,  generals,  authors,  inventors,  aviators,  editors,  theologians,  fictionists,  judges,  etc.  The  name  is 
found  in  every  section  where  the  Anglo  Saxons  settled.  It  has  been  a  prominent  name  in  England  for 
centuries  especially  in  Suffolk,  Essex,  Kent,  Warwick  and  Durham.  Kelvedon  Hall,  Cranham  Hall, 
Wrightsbridge,  South  Weald,  Ropers,  in  Essex;  Bilham  House  in  Yorkshire;  and  Wright’s  Park  in  Scot¬ 
land  are  family  seats.  The  Irish  branch  was  established  by  one  who  went  with  Cromwell  to  that  king¬ 
dom.  Characteristics  of  the  family  are  truth  and  honor.  “  1  would  sooner  accept  the  word  of  a  Wright 
than  to  believe  most  men  on  their  oath.”  Mottoes  borne  by  some  branches  of  the  Wright  family  are 
“Theus  Sibi,”  "Conscia  Recti”  and  ”  Fort  iter  et  Recter.” 


HENRY  WRIGHT  b. _ 

ANNA  WHITEBREAD  m  _ 

b.  - 

d.  -  d. - 

Anna  Whitebread  was  daughter  of  Thomas 
Whitebread  of  Essex,  per  record  opposite. 


1.  REV.  JOHN  b. - ;  m.  Agnes 


CHILDREN 

(only  one  named) 
(see  below) 


REV.  JOHN  WRIGHT 

AGNES - 

b.  - 

d.  - 


d.  May  9,  1509 


1492,  Oct.  12.  Vol.  VII,  p  314  Standard  Ency 

m. -  (1912):  Columbus’ discovery  of  America  this  day 

about  2  hours  before  midnight,  must  have  given 
Rev.  John  Wright  thought  for  many  a  sermon. 
Morant’s  Esse.x,  p  121,  says:  “Before  Lord  Wil¬ 
liam  Vaux  died  he  sold  the  manor  of  White  Notley  to  John  Wright  of  Kelvedon  Hatch.  John  Wright, 
whose  v/ife  was  Agnes,  died  .May  9,  1509  possessed  of  White  Notley  and  the  advowson  of  Upminster 
Church,  holden  of  the  manor  of  Hoohall  in  County  Suffolk.  His  son  John  was  of  full  age.”  Upminster 
was  very  near  Wrightsbridge  and  Cranham  Hall,  Essex,  both  Wright  seats. 


1509,  May  9.  P  37  Wright  Fam:  The  death  of  John  Wright  is  recorded  at  Kelvedon  Hatch,  Essex, 
England,  the  yenv  in  which  the  famous  Henry  VIII  ascends  the  throne.  These  two  generations  above 
are  given  as  probable.  Sir  John  Wright  below  is  the  earliest  certain  Wright  ancestor.  All  available  evi¬ 
dence,  however,  would  indicate  that  the  minister’s  son  “John  of  full  age”  was  the  Sir  John  below. 
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CHILDREN 


(only  one  named) 

1.  SIR  JOHN  b.  a  148S;  m.  a  1509,  Olive  Hubbard  (sec  below) 


SIR  JOHN  WRIGHT 

OLIVE  HUBBARD 

b.  - 

d.  a  Oct.,  1560 


b.  a  1488 

m.  a  1509 
d.  Oct.  5,  1551 
a?  a  63 


1551,  Oct.  5.  P  37  Do:  On  the  death  of  her 
husband  he  leaves  “to  my  loving  wife  (not  named) 
40  marks  by  the  yere  to  be  paid  of  my  lands  by  my 
four  sons  equally,  £6'13'4  each.  And  the  best  end 
of  my  house  of  Kelvedon  Haule  at  her  choice.  Also 
to  her  my  household  stuff  and  £100,  20  Kyne  and 
a  gelding.”  The  name  Hubbard  is  given  only  as 
probable. 

1560,  June  22.  P  38  Do;  fm  Act  Book  I,  p  17 
Somerset  House,  London,  abstract  of  will,  original 
examined  by  William  Gilbert  on  January  17th, 
1910,  there  being  no  registered  copy:  “In  the 
Name  of  God,  Amen.  Olyve  Wryght  of  the  parish 
of  Kelvedon,  County  Essex,  sick  of  body  but  whole 
of  minde.  Soul  to  God.  To  be  buried  in  the  chan¬ 
cel  of  Kelvedon  Church.  To  the  reparation  of  that 
church  £4.  Ditto  South  Weald  Church  40s.  To 
poor  £5  at  burial  and  £5  at  the  mouths  mind.  30s 
a  year  for  twenty  years  after  my  decease  to  the 
poor  people  of  Kelvedon  and  South  Weald  equally. 

“To  Katryne  my  daughter  £5.  To  Richard, 
Thomas,  Reignold,  Parnell,  and  Elizabeth  Green 
40/  each.  To  Mary  Green  13/4.  To  Olyfl'c  her 
daughter  20/  and  to  every  other  one  of  Katrynes 
children  now  living  6  8.  To  Olive,  daughter  of 
my  son  Robert  Wright  20/.  To  Katherine,  Doro¬ 
thy  and  Thomas  Wright,  his  children,  20  each. 
To  Joan,  daughter  of  John  Wright  of  Kelvedon, 
40/  and  to  Thomas  his  son  20/  and  to  his  other 
two  children  (not  named)  6  '8  each.  To  Olive  and 
Dorothy,  daughters  of  John  Wright  of  the  Bridge, 
my  son  last  deceased,  20/  each,  and  to  John,  Rob¬ 
ert  and  Agnes  his  children  13,  4  each. 

“To  Katryne  Green  my  daughter  three  chests 
and  a  cupboard,  etc.  To  Alice  Perkyns  my  daugh¬ 
ter  £5,  and  to  each  of  her  children  20/.  To  Eliza¬ 
beth  Shepherd  my  daughter  £5.  To  William 
Owtred  20/  and  to  his  two  sons  now  living  20,' 
each. 


1488.  P  39  Wright  Earn  (1915):  Assuming  that 
John  Wright  was  21  at  the  time  of  marriage,  this 
would  be  his  birth  year;  and  this  is  in  hannony 
with  the  claim  that  “Rev.  John  Wright  had  a  son 
John  of  full  age  in  1509”  when  the  minister  died. 
Since  his  father  was  pastor  at  Upminster,  Essex, 
it  is  possible  that  son  John  was  born  there. 

•  1509,  May  9.  P  37  Do:  On  the  death  of  his 
father,  John  Wright  inherited  the  manor  of  White 
Notley  which  his  father  possessed.  Tradition  says 
that  he  was  the  son  of  an  eminent  divine  of  Da- 
genhams,  Essex.  Dagenhams,  as  well  as  Upmin- 
stcr,  were  located  about  five  miles  south  of  Kelve¬ 
don  Hatch.  His  marriage  took  place  probably 
very  shortly  after  this  inheritance. 

1509,  June  20.  P  10  Do:  Arms  were  granted  to 
him  on  this  date,  but  little  more  than  a  month 
after  his  father’s  death.  (Burke’s  General  Armory, 
p  1139).  This  would  give  him  a  rank  but  the 
proper  rank  does  not  appear  of  record  and  his  will 
simply  calls  him  a  yeoman,  though  yeoman  in 
that  day  carried  the  meaning  of  “land  owner, 
land  man,  or  lesser  baron”  and  did  not  mean 
simply  “a  tiller  of  the  soil.”  Morant  dominates 
him  “gentleman”  and  as  lord  of  the  manor  he 
possessed  the  right  to  hold  “courts  of  baron.” 
The  origin  or  beginning  of  a  manor  was  when  the 
King  gave  1,000  acres,  more  or  less,  to  one  of  his 
subjects  and  his  heirs,  which  tenure  is  Knights’ 
service  at  the  least.  In  English  law'  a  manor  is  an 
estate  to  which  is  incident  the  right  to  hold  cer¬ 
tain  courts,  called  courts  of  baron,  and  the  holder 
of  the  manor  is  called  in  relation  thereto,  the  lord. 
The  times  of  our  John  w'as  before  feudalism  was 
extinct,  when  knights  had  their  tenants  and  vil¬ 
lains,  made  their  own  local  laws,  and  held  their 
own  courts,  of  which  they  were  both  judge  and 
jury. 

1517.  P  20  Do:  The  estate  of  Henry  Roper, 
pursuivant  (herald)  to  Queen  Katherine  of  Ara¬ 
gon,  located  in  the  parish  of  South  Wealde,  Gounty 
Essex,  on  Brook  Street,  including  the  mansion 
(Moat  House)  with  the  place  and  the  mill,  was 
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THE  THOMAS  WRIGHT  FAMILY 


SII 


“To  Robert  Wright  my  son  a  chest.  To  John 
Wright  my  son  of  Wealdsydc  a  pot,  and  to  John, 
Omfrey  and  Mary  his  children  40  each  and  to 
Anthony  and  Dorothy  20/  cacli  and  to  his  two 
youngest  children  (not  named;  6  8  each.  To  John 
Wright  of  Kelvcdon  my  son  a  table  and  to  his  chil¬ 
dren  John,  Robert  and  Dorothy  20/  each.  To 
John  son  of  Robert  Wright  20 '.  To  daughter 
Katherine,  my  bed.  To  Olive  Combers  my  god¬ 
daughter  20  '.  To  John,  Omfrey  and  Mary  Wright 
two  silver  spoons  each.  To  Olive  Stace  widow, 
of  Weald  Church  Gate,  20  '.  Residue  of  goods 
to  be  distributed  amongst  the  poor  of  Kelvedon, 
Weald  and  Navestock. 

“Executors:  John  Wright  of  Wealdsyde,  and 
John  Green  of  Navestock,  20  '  to  each  of  them. 
Overseers:  John  Wright  of  Kelvedon  and  Robert 
Wright,  10/  to  each  of  them. 

“Witnesses:  Pauli  Spence  curate  of  Kelvedon, 
John  Chesson,  Thomas  Nevell.” 

1560,  Oct.  P  39  Do:  ‘‘Duodecimo  die  mensis 
prefati  (Oct.  1560)  probatum  fuit  testm  Olavi  Wright 
nuper  de  Kelydon  dej  jurum  to  Executor  Quibus 
commissa  fuit  administraco,  etc.  Jurat  ad  sea  dei 
evangelia.” 


Knights  and  ladies,  and  yet  further  back  to  the 
unwritten  history.” 


conveyed  by  Constance  Roper  to  William  Ipgrave. 
He  appears  to  have  sold  it  to  a  Mr.  Lawrence  who 
in  turn  sold  it  to  John  Wright  of  Kelvedon  Hatch, 
when  it  ceased  to  be  called  Ropers.  “  Brook  Hall  ” 
was  the  name  of  it  under  the  Wrights.  South 
Wealde  parish  contains  about  6,000  acres  divided 
into  six  manors  and  the  uplands.  Just  when  John 
Wright  bought  the  above  property  docs  not  ap¬ 
pear  but  it  is  probable  that  he  lived  here  prior  to 
his  purchase  of  Kelvedon  .Manor  and  earlier  (1509) 
in  Dagenhams.  “The  Moat  House  stood  a  little 
back  from  and  to  the  left  of  the  road  towards 
London;  having  been  much  repaired  and  partly 
rebuilt,  it  is  still  standing.  It  was  built  at  a  very 
early  date  -  time  unknown  -  as  evidenced  by  the 
Norman  style  of  the  interior  finish,  and  by  its 
having  been  surrounded  by  a  moat  filled  with 
water  for  protection  against  tribes  and  clans,  be¬ 
fore  stable  government.  Part  of  the  moat  still  re¬ 
mains  a  relic  and  landmark  of  feudal  or  earlier 
times.  It  is  now  (1914)  in  good  repair,  its  exterior 
having  been  modernized  by  brick  of  a  yellowish 
color,  tile  walks,  graveled  roadway,  spacious  lawn, 
shrubbery  and  flowers,  largely  roses,  conservatory, 
gardener’s  cottage  and  out-buildings;  yet  it  still 
retains  the  air  of  a  quaint  old,  old  place,  sugges¬ 
tive  of  the  pomp  and  grandeur  of  the  time  of 
age  of  marauders  -  of  attack  and  defense  -  to  almost 


This  property  remained  in  the  Wright  family  for  some  200  years,  it  being  sold  by  a  descendant  in  1721 
to  William  Wheatley  of  London.  Brook  street  was  a  small  hamlet  by  the  brook  at  the  foot  of  Brentwood 
hills  being  practically  a  suburb  of  Brentwood,  noted  as  the  scene  of  one  of  “Bloody  Mary’s”  tragedies 
in  1555,  when  she  caused  William  Brown  to  be  burned  there  at  the  stake.  St.  Peter’s  Church  is  a  hand¬ 
some  building  with  five  pillars  dividing  the  nave  from  the  chancel.  It  is  a  mile  north  of  Brook  street 
on  an  eminence;  here  a  rich  fund  of  Wright  vital  statistics  is  to  be  found. 

1524-1538.  P  19  Do:  Sir  John  Wright  purchases  Kelvedon  manor  and  erects  Kelvedon  Hall,  accord- 
ing  to  one  authority,  indicating  that  it  took  14  years  to  complete  the  work.  Kelvedon  Manor  is  in  Ongar 
Hundred,  parish  of  Kelvedon  Hatch,  County  Essex.  It  was  on  an  eminence  near  the  west  end  of  the  little 
Kelvedon  church  of  which  he  w  as  patron  (dedicated  to  the  Virgin  .Mary,  before  England  renounced  alle¬ 
giance  to  the  Church  of  Rome,  in  1531).  On  the  chancel  floor  is  a  large  slab,  with  a  brass  tablet  now  much 
defaced,  “To  the  body  of  John  Wright,  lord  of  the  manor  and  patron  of  the  church  (  )  had  (  ) 

sons,  and  four  daughters.”  The  word  Kelvedon  is  derived  from  the  Saxon  words  “celd”  or  “keld,  ”  mean¬ 
ing  spring,  and  “dun”  meaning  hill.  Kelvedon  therefore  means  Spring  Hill.  By  this  acquisition  he  be¬ 
comes  known  as  Lord  of  Kelvedon  Manor.  It  is  a  fine  large  brick  building  some  60  ft.  front  by  45  ft. 
back,  three  stories  high,  with  annex  buildings,  large  stables  and  gardener’s  cottage;  with  large  well  kept 
lawn  with  shrubbery,  and  a  pleasure  lake  in  the  foreground.  It  is  interesting  to  know  that  the  estate  is 
now  vested  in  the  Wright  family,  the  owner  (1914)  being  Edward  Carington  Wright. 

1535.  P  9  Do:  This  is  the  date  of  publication  of  the  first  complete  English  Bible,  the  King  James 
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Bible  not  coming  out  until  76  years  later.  Thus  the  first  complete  English  Bible  was  printed  but  sixteen 
years  before  John  Wright’s  death.  It  was  the  “rough  and  ready”  age  of  chivalry,  before  the  literary 
and  religious  awakening. 

1547.  P  11  Do:  Morant’s  “Hist  of  Essex”  (1776)  says:  “John  Wright,  gent.,  presented  in  1547.” 
In  other  words  “he  presented  the  benefice,  the  living  being  2,070  acres.”  It  was  two  years  later  that  the 
first  “Book  of  Common  Prayer”  was  given  to  the  church  of  England. 

1551,  Sept.  25.  P  3/  Do:  Abstract  of  the  will  of  John  Wright  of  Kelvedon  Arch.,  Essex;  Register 
Thomder  117  and  Register  Bastwick:  “In  the  name  of  God  Amen;  John  Wright  of  Kellydon,  Essex, 
Yoeman.  Beying  in  bode  feble  and  weak  yet  of  pfect  mynde  make  my  will,  etc.  Soul  to  God.  Body  to 
be  buried  within  the  Chancell  of  Kellydon  Church.  To  poor  mens  box  20/.  To  the  parish  of  Southweld 
40/,  and  to  the  ten  poorest  parishes  about  me  20  each.  To  my  loving  wife  (not  named)  40  marks  by 
the  yere  to  be  paid  of  my  lands  by  my  four  sons  equally  -  £6,  13,  4  each.  And  the  best  end  of  my  house 
of  Kelvedon  Haule  at  her  choice.  Also  to  her  my  household  stuff  and  100£  20  Kyne  and  a  gelding.  To 
each  daughter  (not  named)  £13,  6,  8.  To  every  godchild  6  8,  and  to  every  godchild  of  my  own  children 
20/.  To  Kelydon  Strete  towards  the  reparation  of  the  way  £3,  6,  8.  To  mending  the  way  to  the  Com- 
mon  £3,  6,  8.  To  the  reparation  of  Geedy  Hall  Lane  40  .  To  my  eldest  son  John  Wright  and  his  heirs 
Kelydon  Hall,  Weldsyde  Knights,  Hubbards  Land  with  the  two  houses  in  Brentwood  and  Layndon. 
J  o  Robert  Wright  and  his  heirs,  Ropers  in  Brook  Street,  and  house  meadow  and  orchard  in  Brook  Street, 
Smythes  land,  Powres  wherein  now  gladden  dwelleth  with  Fyners,  Barnecks  Land  and  Webbs.  To  my 
son  called  Myddle  John  1  give  all  the  land  I  have  in  Havering  and  houses  and  Millers  house  and  a  tene¬ 
ment  in  Childerditch  wherein  Gibbes  doth  dwell.  To  my  son  called  Young  John  I  give  Bishops  Hall, 
Wilchins  Pownde  Mead,  Welde  Lyes,  Bulffandes  and  Dichars  in  Ramsden  Bellhouse  and  Trays.  To 
John  Wright  son  to  my  son  John  the  j’ounger,  all  my  land  in  Navestock.  To  John  Wright  son  to  my 
son  John  the  elder,  a  tenement  called  Drywoods.  To  John  Wright  son  of  my  son  Robert,  a  tenement 
called  Argents.  To  every  child  (if  any)  of  my  childrens  children  20/  apiece.  To  each  servant  6/8. 

“Executors:  Sons  John  the  elder  and  Robert.  Overseers:  Sons,  middle  and  young  John  (middle  John 
is  here  styled  “John  Wright  of  Wrights  Bridge.”) 

“Witnesses:  Thomas  Wood,  clerk  (i.e.,  parson),  Robert  Sheparde,  John  Symonde,  and  Thomas  Lyt- 
man.” 

1551,  Oct.  5.  Do:  Sir  John  dies  and  is  buried  in  Kelvedon  Hatch  Church  (of  Virgin  Marj')  as  directed 
in  the  will. 

1551,  Nov,  21.  P  38  Do:  Will  proved  at  Stapleford  Abbots  by  the  two  executors  named  (Register 
Bostwick  states  it  was  proved  at  Brentwood  but  agrees  in  the  date). 

CHILDREN 

(per  records  of  St.  Peter’s  Church,  South  Wealde,  Eng;  notice  the  three  Johns  -  ‘‘a  circumstance  that  can 

hardly  be  duplicated  in  any  other  known  family”) 

1.  JOHN  b.  a  1510;  m.  Joane  Harris;  d.  Oct.  10,  1563,  ae  53  she  d.  1584  4  ch 

John  the  eldest  was  of  Kelv'edon  Hall;  owned  also  Wildesyde,  Knights,  Hubbards  Lands  and  two  houses  in 
Brentwood  &  London. 

2.  KATHERINE  b.  a  1513;  m.  John  Green  7  ch 

They  were  of  Navestock.  In  1560  she  received  £5  and  bed  chests,  &c.,  from  mother’s  estate;  he  was  joint 
executor  thereof. 

3.  ROBERT  b.  a  1516;  m.  Mary  Green  (see  below) 

4.  ALICE  b.  a  1519;  m. - Perkins 

In  1560  she  received  £5  and  each  child  20s  from  her  mother’s  estate. 
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5.  MYDDLE  JOHN  b.  a  1522;  m.  a  1545,  Wid.  Alice  Rucke  Wood;  he  d.  155S,  a:  36  she  d. 

He  was  of  Wrights  Bridge  and  was  the  owner  of  the  manor  of  Dagenhams.  John  Wright  of  Wrights  Bridge, 
his  son,  was  granted  a  peerage  June  20,  1590  with  seat  in  Parliament.  He  is  ancestor  of  Dea.  Samuel  Wright 
who  emigrated  to  Springfield,  Mass,  in  1638;  also  of  Nathaniel  Wright  of  the  .Mass.  Bay  Company,  but  who 
did  not  come  to  America.  Myddle  John  made  will  Aug.  16,  155S.  Alice  Rucke  was  widow  of — ^’wood. 

6.  YOUNG  JOHN  b.  a  1524;  m.  Joan  Page;  he  d.  a  Nov.,  1587,  as  63  she  d. 

He  was  of  Bishop’s  Hall,  Wealdside.  In  1560  he  was  joint  e.xecutor  of  mother’s  estate.  His  will  was  nroved 
Dec.  21,  1587. 

7.  ELIZABETH  b.  a  1526;  m. - Shepard 

Issue  unknown.  In  1560  she  received  five  pounds  from  mother’s  will. 


ROBERT  WRIGHT 
MARY  GREEN 

b.  - 

d.  - 


b.  1516 


m. 


bur.  Jan’y  25,  1587/8 
K  72 


1587/8,  Jan’y  25.  Mary  Green’s  husband  dies 
and  leaves  “To  Mary,  my  wife,  all  my  lands  and 
goods  for  her  natural  life,  and  after  her  decease 
my  son  John  Wrighte  shall  enter  in  and  upon  the 
same.” 

She  was  daughter  of  Robert  Green  of  Nave- 
stock,  County  Essex,  England. 


1516.  P  40  Wright  Earn  (1915) :  Robert  Wright’s 
birth  year  at  Kelvedon  was  coincident  with  the 
crowning  of  Charles  V  the  greatest  European  Po¬ 
tentate  of  the  century,  referred  to  below. 

1551,  Oct.  5.  P  37  Do;  On  the  death  of  his 
father,  he  came  into  possession  of  the  following 
properties  as  stated  in  the  will:  “To  Robert  Wright 
and  his  heirs,  Ropers  in  Brook  street,  and  house, 
meadow  and  orchard  in  Brook  street,  Smythes 
land,  Powres  wherein  now  gladden  dwelleth  with 
Fyners,  Barneck’s  Land  and  Webbs.”  He  was 
made  executor  of  the  will  with  his  brother  John 
the  elder.  “Ropers  in  Brook  street”  was  Brook  Hall,  the  Moate  House,  which  with  the  lands  made 
up  the  Manor  of  Great  and  Little  Ropers.  Hence  he  became  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Great  and  Little 
Ropers.  It  is  probable  that  Robert  was  living  here  at  the  time  if  not  indeed  since  1538  when  his  father 
bought  and  occupied  Kelvedon  Hall.  The  moat  house  was  on  Brook  street  in  South  Wealde  parish 
County  Essex. 

Great  events  were  taking  place  on  the  continent  of  Europe  during  these  days.  The  great  Charles  V 
(1500  -1558),  who  was  wearing  the  diadem  of  Charlemagne,  ruled  over  Spain,  including  Naples,  Sicily 
and  Sardinia;  Austria,  Germany,  Flanders  and  the  vast  possessions  of  Spain  beyond  the  Atlantic -a 
dominion  more  extensive  than  that  which  had  obeyed  the  sway  of  Alexander  or  Augustus.  In  1552  he 
was  defeated  by  the  Protestant  princes  of  Germany  and  signed  the  treaty  of  Passau  by  which  the  free 
exercise  of  their  religion  was  secured  to  the  Protestants.  In  1555  the  principles  of  mutual  toleration  were 
formally  sanctioned  by  the  Diet  of  Augsburg  and  thus  the  Reformation  gained  its  first  decisive  political 
triumph  in  Germany. 


1560,  June  22.  P  21  Wright  Fam  (1913):  Robert  Wright  was  named  by  his  mother  Olive  Wright  as 
overseer  of  her  will  with  his  brother  John  Wright  of  Kelvedon  and  to  each  of  them  was  left  10s.  Further¬ 
more  she  left  to  Robert  a  chest  and  to  John  of  Kelvedon  a  table  and  to  John  of  Wealdsyde  a  pot. 

1587/8,  January  17.  P  22  Do:  Abstract  of  will  of  Robert  Wright  of  Brook  Street  Arch:  Essex  Register, 
Draper,  Folio  149:  “  In  the  name  of  God  Amen:  17  January  1587.  I,  Robert  Wrighte,  of  Brooke  Streate 
in  the  parish  of  South  Wealde  in  the  County  of  Essex,  yoeman,  whole  of  Mynde,  etc.  Doe  make  my  last 
will,  etc.  Soul  to  God  and  body  to  be  buried  within  the  parish  church  of  South  Wealde.  To  Mary,  my 
wife,  all  my  lands  and  goods,  for  her  natural  life,  and  after  her  decease  my  son  John  Wrighte  shall  enter 
in  and  upon  the  same  and  I  appoint  my  said  son  to  be  Executor.” 


1587/8,  Jan’y  25.  Do:  No  witnesses  named.  He  is  buried,  as  per  the  will,  “within  the  parish  church 
of  South  Wealde.” 

1587/8,  February  22.  Do:  Per  Act  Book  3,  folio  64,  will  is  proved  by  John  Wrighte. 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


CHILDREN 

(per  St.  Peter’s  Church  Record,  So.  Wealde,  p  21  Wright  Fain  [1913]) 

1.  OLIVE  b. - ;  m.  Oct.  19,  1563,  Ricliard  Thrasher 

In  1560  she  received  20s  from  Olive  Wright,  her  gd. mother’s  estate. 

2.  ROBERT  bp.  June  30,  1542;  m. - ;  he  d.  1567,  a?  25  shed.  4 

He  had  son  Robert  Wright,  M.D.  of  Brooke  street  and  Parish  St.,  Edmond,  Lombard  St.,  London.  Will 
was  proved  1567 

3.  KATHERINE  bp.  Mch.  20,  1544;  m.  Edward  Barnes;  she  d.  lie  d.  1634 

In  1560  she  received  20s  from  grandmother  Olive  Wright’s  estate.  One  account  stiys  she  m.  Nov.  28,  1565, 
William  Kent.  She  had  daughter  Margaret  who  married  Sir  Edmund  Wright,  Lord  Mayor  of  London. 

4.  DOROTHY  b. - ;  m.  May  28,  1566,  John  Hatch 

In  1560  she  received  20s  from  Olive  W'right  her  gd.mother’s  estate. 

5.  THOMAS  b.  a  1546;  m.  a  1567,  Roberdyke  Pake  (see  below) 

6.  JOHN  b.  1547;  m.  July  13,  1577,  Mary  Fielde;  he  d.  1640,  tc  93  she  d. 

They  were  without  issue.  He  was  executor  of  his  father’s  estate  in  1588. 


1546.  P  21  Wright  Fam  (1913):  Thomas  Wright 
was  born  this  year  or  very  close  to  it.  He  is  pre- 
sumed  to  have  been  born  in  the  .Moat  House  or 
Brook  Hall  on  Brook  street.  South  Wealde,  Essex 
Co.,  England.  His  baptism  unfortunately  does  not 
appear  in  the  records  of  St.  Peter’s  Church  there. 

1560,  June  22.  Olive  Wright,  grandmother,  wills 
to  Thomas  Wright,  and  to  his  three  sisters  20s 
apiece. 

1567.  This  approximates  the  year  of  Thomas 
Wright’s  marriage  at  probably  twenty  or  twenty- 
one  years  of  age.  Coming  now  to  man’s  estate  he 
would  be  keenly  interested  in  the  courier  news  of 
the  day  connected  with  young  Queen  Elizabeth  at 
home  and  the  proud  young  Philip  II  of  Spain, 
ruler  now  of  the  dominating  Power  of  Europe.  But  great  as  Spain  was  she  was  yet  a  dying  nation. 
Philip  in  religion  relied  on  the  wicked  Inquisition,  and  in  commerce  he  strangled  production  by  putting 
up  a  ridiculously  high  tariff  on  raw  materials  and  a  most  absurd  prohibition  on  exports  of  goods.  In 
politics  he  was  continually  at  war,  so  that  from  every  angle  he  drew  the  life-blood  of  a  nation  which  ought 
to  have  been  strong  and  great.  In  this  year  1567  he  was  sending  a  Spanish  army  into  the  Netherlands 
under  the  infamous  Duke  of  Alva  to  suppress  a  revolt  of  a  people  who  were  resisting  the  Inquisition  by 
holding  enormous  field-meetings  of  protest.  The  Duke  established  the  “Bloody  Council”  and  before  1573 
when  he  retired  he  boasted  that  he  had  executed  18,600  Netherlanders  in  addition  to  the  horrible  massa¬ 
cres  by  which  he  had  half  depopulated  every  captured  town. 

1587/8,  Jan  y  17.  P  22  Wright  Fam  (1913):  His  father  Robert  Wright  makes  will  but  mentions  only 
wife  and  son  John  who  after  her  was  to  have  “all  lands  and  goods,”  which  included  Brook  Hall  and 
Manor.  Notwithstanding  this,  however,  Thomas  and  wife  Roberdyke  are  reported  to  have  lived  in  Brook 
Hall  or  the  Moat  House.  The  vital  records  would  so  indicate.  No  will  is  given  in  the  Wright  genealogies. 

1603,  Nov.  17.  P  22  Do:  Thomas  Wright  was  buried  today  in  St.  Peter’s  church  yard  at  South  Wealde, 
having  reached  the  age  of  about  57. 


THOMAS  WRIGHT  b.  a  1546 

ROBERDYKE  PAKE  m.  a  1567 

b.  -  bur.  Nov.  17,  1603 

bur.  Oct.  21,  1617  se  a  57 

1617,  Oct.  21.  P  22  Wright  Fam  (1913):  Rober¬ 
dyke  Pake  Wright  was  buried  presumably  in  the 
church  yard  of  St.  Peter’s  at  South  Wealde,  Essex. 
This  year  of  1617  marks  also  the  beginning  of  the 
end  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  the  typical  gallant  and 
hero  of  England’s  heroic  age.  Nevertheless,  as 
heroes  often  go,  he  was  sent  a  second  time  to  the 
Tower  of  London  and,  soon  after,  was  beheaded 
by  order  of  King  James. 
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CHILDREN 

(per  St.  Peter’s  Church  Register) 

1.  MARY  bp.  Mch.  20,  1568,9 

2.  OLIVE  bp.  Feb’y  28,  1569/70 

3.  DR.  ROBERT  bp.  July  18,  1571;  m.  Susan - ;  he  d.  1600  1,  a:  30  shed. 

Will  proved  Apl.  24,  1601.  Mentions  brothers  John  W’right  of  Kelvcdon  and  John  Wright  of  Wrightsbridge. 

4.  JOAN  bp.  Jan’y  1,  1571,  2 

5.  ,  KATHERINE  bp.  June  9,  1573,  twin;  she  bur.  June  3,  1576,  a;  3 

6.  THOMAZINE  bp.  June  9,  1573,  twin 

7.  ALICE  bp.  May  24,  1575 

8.  JOHN  bp.  Sept.  13,  1577;  m.  Grace  Glasscock  (see  below) 

9.  WILLIAM  bp.  Oct.  22,  1578 

He  was  a  merchant  in  London. 

10.  MATHEW  b. - 


JOHN  WRIGHT  bp.  Sept.  13,  1577 

GRACE  GLASSCOCK  in. - 

b.  -  bur.  May  30,  1640 

d.  1654  X  63 

1606.  P  24  Wright  Hist  (1913):  She  was  daugh- 
ter  of  Rev.  Henry  Glasscock  of  High  Easter  Par- 
sonage.  County  Essex,  who  left  her  in  1606,  £133- 
13-4. 

1640,  Nov.  26.  P  23  Do:  The  Court  appoints 
her  administrator  of  her  husband’s  estate. 

1652.  P  24  Do:  Ignatius  Glasscock  in  will  men¬ 
tions  his  sister  Grace  Wright,  widow. 

1653.  July  25.  P  24  Do:  Widow  Grace  Wright 
makes  will  naming  eldest  son  John  and  his  five 
children,  “my  second  son  Thomas,  my  grandson 
Thomas  Wright;  my  daughter  Anne,  wife  of  John 
Drayton  of  London;  my  brother  Ignatius  Glass¬ 
cock.” 

1654.  P  24  Do:  P  C  C  (193  Alehin) :  Will  proved. 


Having  died  intestate  the  administration  of  his 


1577,  Sept.  13.  P  22  Wright  Earn  (1913):  This 
baptismal  date  of  John  Wright  is  found  in  the  St. 
Peter’s  Church  Register  at  South  Wealde,  Essex. 
It  reads,  “John  Wright,  son  of  Thomas  Wright  of 
Brook  Hall.” 

1564-1642.  These  78  years  measure  the  span  of 
the  life  of  the  great  Galileo  and  the  life  of  John 
Wright  is  practically  co-incident  to  it.  Galileo 
discovered  by  means  of  spectacle  glasses  in  a  lead 
tube  the  satellites  of  Jupiter,  the  rings  of  Saturn 
and  the  moon  phases  of  V'enus.  He  was  twice 
carried  before  the  Court  of  Inquisition  to  renounce 
the  “heresies”  in  his  “System  of  the  World.  ”  He 
recanted  but  on  rising  is  said  to  have  exclaimed 
in  an  undertone:  “It  does  move  for  all  that.” 

John  Wright  and  wife  Grace  are  said  to  have 
lived  at  Brook  Hall,  the  Moat  House. 

1640,  May  30.  P  22  Do:  He  was  buried  at 
South  Weald,  probably  in  the  church  yard  of  St. 
Peter’s,  where  his  forefathers  sleep. 

1640,  Nov.  26.  P  23  Do:  Act  Book,  folio  268; 
estate  was  granted  to  his  widow  Grace  Wright. 


CHILDREN 

(per  St.  Peter’s  Church  Register) 

1.  JOHN  bp.  Aug.  13,  1602;  m.  Anne  Pigott;  he  d.  1682,  x  80  she  d.  6  ch 

He  was  of  the  Moat  House;  left  £200  in  trust  for  poor  of  Brook  street.  She  was  of  Devonshire. 

2.  GRACE  bp.  Aug.  26,  1604;  she  bur.  Aug.  26,  1605,  ae  1 

3.  ANNE  bp.  May  5,  1606;  m.  John  Drayton  2  ch 

They  were  of  London  where  he  was  a  merchant. 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


4.  MARTHA  bp.  Apl.  12,  1607;  m.  Robert  St.  Hill;  she  d.  1646,  a?  39  lie  d.  1646 

In  South  Wealdc  church  there  is  memorial  to  his  mother  who  d.  1637.  He  was  of  L'ndershaft,  London -a 
merchant.  They  had  no  issue.  Her  will  was  probated  1646,  in  which  she  remembered  “Sister  Anne,  wife 
of  John  Drayton.” 

5.  ANTHONY  bp.  Jan'y  23,  1608,  9;  she  bur.  Feb'y  5,  1608, '9,  .t  13  days 

6.  THOMAS  bp.  Nov.  19,  1610;  m. - Cranbroke  (see  below) 

7.  GRACE  bp.  Feb’y  15,  161 2,' 13;  she  d.  1648,  ac  35 

She  was  of  All-Halbows,  Bocking,  Tower  Hill,  London.  She  was  unmarried.  In  will  of  1643  she  mentioned 
Mother  Grace  Wright  and  Sister  Anne,  wife  of  John  Drayton. 

8.  THOMAZINE  bp.  Jan’y  30,  1613/14;  she  bur.  Aug.  26,  1616,  a:  2 

9.  ANTHONY  bp.  Feb’y  27,  1615/16;  m.  Mary  Smith;  he  d.  1679,  a:  63  she  d. 

Was  bp.  as  "ye  sonne  of  John  Wright  of  Brook  St.”  He  came  to  America  with  brother  Thomas  and  also 
settled  in  Wethersfield,  Ct.  He  outlived  brother  Thomas  by  nine  years;  issue,  if  any,  unknown.  Anthony’s 
wife  Mary  Smith  was  widow  of  Mathias  Treat  of  Wethersfield. 

10.  IGNATIUS  bp.  April  26,  1621;  he  bur.  April  18,  1623,  a;  2 


THOMAS  WRIGHT 

- CRANBROKE 

b. - 

d.  a  1640 


bp.  Nov.  19,  1610 

m  (1)  a  1628 
- Cranbroke 


m  (2)  May  2,  1647 
Wid.  Margaret  Hilliard  Elson 
he  d.  Apl.,  1670,  aj  60 


1640.  P  77  Wright  Earn  (1913):  Miss  Cran^ 
broke  was  daughter  of  Lt.  Wm.  Cranbroke  of 
Cranbroke,  Kent  Co.,  Eng.  She  came  to  America 
with  her  husband  and  some  three  children  and  died 
in  Boston  about  1640  before  the  emigration  of  the 
ftimily  to  Connecticut.  We  are  thankful  to  have 
this  much  knowledge  of  her,  but  regret  that  the 
original  source  of  it  is  not  revealed  and  that  the 
first  name  is  missing. 


1610,  Nov.  19.  P  42  Wright  Earn  (1913):  This 
was  the  baptismal  day  of  Thomas  Wright  who  was 
probably  born  within  a  week  in  the  famous  Moat 
House  or  Brook  Hall  on  Brook  street  in  South 
Weald,  Essex,  Eng.  The  record  as  found  on  St. 
Peter’s  Church  Register  reads:  “Thomas  Wryght 
ye  sonne  of  John  Wryght  of  Brook  street,  bapt. 
19  Day  of  Nov.,  1610.” 

1629.  Vol.  I,  p  463  Hist  of  Conn  (1857):  Hollis- 
ter,  the  author,  here  says  Thomas  Wright  appears 
first  at  Swamscott  (now  Exeter)  in  company  with 
Col.  John  Wheelwright  in  deed  given  by  the  Saga¬ 
mores.  He  makes  him  also  a  freeman  at  Exeter  in 
1640;  but  this  claim  hardly  harmonizes  with  what 
follows.  Some  student  will  have  to  find  the  har¬ 
mony,  if  any,  between  these  claims. 


1631.  P  77  Wright  Pam  (1913):  “In  the  ship  Susan  &  Ellen  Thomas  and  his  family  come  to  Amer¬ 
ica,”  says  the  author;  but  in  the  passenger  list  as  shown  by  Hotten  their  names  do  not  appear.  The 
family  at  this  time  consisted  of  himself,  wife  and  three  children,  the  youngest  being  probably  not  over 
one  year  old.  The  author  continues,  “In  the  same  ship  was  Hon.  Peter  Bulkeley,  who  was  related  in 
some  way  not  mentioned.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he  became  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Wethers¬ 
field,  Connecticut,  with  Bulkeley,  Boardman,  Griswold  and  Goodrich.” 


1640.  The  Boston  Transcript  of  Dec.  6,  1915  says  he  was  “in  Boston  till  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  by 
whom  he  had  ail  of  his  children.  His  brother  Anthony  had  accompanied  him  to  America  but  what  year 
they  came  is  not  known.”  Stiles  says  he  came  first  probably  to  Watertown,  Mass.,  and  that  he  was  of 
the  Massachusetts  Court  of  Assistants  before  the  Colonial  Government  was  established  in  Boston,  being 
recognized  as  a  man  of  influence  and  high  standing;  but  this  is  confused  probably  with  his  cousin  Na¬ 
thaniel  Wright  of  London  who  was  promotor  of  and  assistant  of  the  1st  Gen’l  Court  of  Massachusetts  Bay 
Company  before  government  was  removed  to  Boston.  This  Nathaniel  was  father  of  Dea.  Samuel  Wright 
of  Springfield  and  Northampton,  Mass.  Still  another  view  is  presented  by  the  “Genealogy  of  Judge 
John  Crafts  Wright”  (1911).  The  writer  says  that  about  this  time  “Thomas  Wright,  with  others,  took 
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the  Oath  of  Fidelity;  thereupon  they  were  recognized  by  the  Crown,  to  hold  property  bought  from  the 
Indians,  from  the  Church,  or  from  the  Earl  of  Warwick  who  had  induced  them  to  settle  in  America.” 

^  Assuming  that  the  wife  died  in  1640  it  was  probably  within  a  few  weeks  or  months  when  Thomas  and 
the  children  joined  some  party  making  a  caravan  or  ocean  trip  to  the  rich  valley  of  the  Connecticut  at 
Wethersfield.  He  at  once  secured  a  homestead  plot  of  3Li  acres  on  the  west  side  of  the  present  High  St. 

between  Robert  Abbott,  north,  and  Samuel  Clark,  south,”  and  erected  the  homestead.  His  extensive 
land  holdings  are  shown  in  the  following  condensed  statement  which  covers  eight  pages  of  the  town 
record.  In  the  first  20  years  in  Wethersfield  he  made  over  40  purchases  of  land  most  of  which  were  on 
the  Great  Island  in  the  Connecticut  River,  called  by  the  Indians  Mannahannock  (Great  Laughing  Place), 
since  known  as  Wright’s  Island.  He  bought  up  practically  the  whole  Island,  a  part  of  which  was  still' 
held  by  tlie  family  in  1900. 

1640/41,  Feb  )'  1 1.  Vol.  I,  pp  254-267  L  R:  “The  Lands  of  Tho  Wright:  One  piece  whereon  his  house 
standeth,  of  3  ac  2  roods,  the  end  against  High  st;  one  piece  in  Great  Meadow  of  66  ac;  2  ac  2  roods  in 
Pennywise;  7  rods  to  run  3  miles  on  east  side  the  River;  7  ac  3  rods  in  West  Field;  7  ac  3  roods  in  West 
Field;  5  ac  on  the  Island;  12  ac  more  on  the  Island;  Ij/^  ac  more  on  the  Island;  1  ac  in  great  Meadow; 
5  ac  in  the  Mile  Meadow';  6  ac  in  the  Dry  swamp;  9  ac  in  the  Dry  Sw'amp.”  On  pp  262-3  there  are  listed 
12  other  peices  of  land  bought  within  the  next  ten  years  on  the  Island;  and  on  p  265  there  are  5  other 
purchases  listed  on  the  Island  and  two  in  the  Great  Swamp;  page  267  records  six  other  Island  purchases. 
There  are  39  parcels  in  all. 

In  Vol.  I,  p  1  T  V  this  quaint  ear  mark  for  his  cattle  appears:  "The  Earmarke  of  Thomas  Wright  is 
a  slit  on  the  near  Ear,  and  under  guded  of  the  same  eare,  wh  is  cut  of  onslit  of  the  under  sid  of  the  eare 
all  most  as  far  as  the  bottome  of  the  slit,  and  whole  Eare  on  the  fur  Eare.” 

1643,  Sept.  4.  Vol.  I,  p  110  G  C:  Tho  Wright  is  on  the  jury  which  today  hears  and  disposes  of  six 
cases.  One  report  says  he  was  “deputy  to  the  General  Gourt  in  1643  and  clerk  of  the  same;”  but  prob¬ 
ably  this  was  confused  wdth  this  jury  service.  In  the  same  Gourt  he  w'as  again  on  jury  duty  in  March, 
1665/'6  and  in  Oct.,  1666. 

1646/7,  Mch.  4.  P  158  Do:  “  In  the  actio  of  Sa:  Smith  pi.  agt  John  Cuteridge,  Tho:  Rite  &  Sa:  Mar¬ 
tin  defts,  John  Guteridge  and  Sa:  Martin  are  to  pay  the  pi  X\'I  Bush:  Indian.” 

1647,  May  2.  V'ol.  I,  p  261  Man:  Thomas  Wright  is  now  thirty  seven  years  old.  His  first  wife  has 
been  dead  about  seven  years  and  he  concludes  to  marry  again.  This  time  he  takes  a  double  widow  - 
Margaret  who  was  first  the  widow  of  Hugh  Hilliard  of  Wethersfield  and  then  the  widow-  of  Gapt.  John 
Elson  who  had  been  killed  by  the  Indians  in  1637.  She  made  will  on  January  19,  1670.  1  and  inventory 
of  her  estate  was  taken  Apl.  4,  1671,  totalling  £82-19-06.  Thus  she  died  within  a  year  after  her  third 
husband.  In  her  will  she  mentions  the  Hilliard  grandchildren  and  the  wife  of  her  son  Thomas  Wright. 

1647,  May  21.  Vol.  I,  p  160  G  G:  “In  the  Ac.  of  Write  pi.  against  Norton,  the  pi.  is  to  have  the 
swyne  &  pay  the  chardges  for  the  keeping.” 

1648/9,  Mch.  1.  P  188  Do:  “In  perticular  Gourte  in  Hartford,  Thos.  Wright  binds  himself  to  the 
Gomonwealth  in  a  Recogniseance  of  £10  that  Benjamin  Hilliar  shall  pay  his  fine  of  £10  when  it  is  re¬ 
quired,  and  carry  good  behavior  for  the  space  of  one  whole  year.”  Benjamin  Hilliard  w-as  now  in  fact 
a  step-son  and  Thomas  was  standing  by  like  a  father  in  need. 

1651,  April.  Vol.  I,  p  625  Stiles:  Thomas  Wright,  John  Harrison,  John  Saddler,  John  Stoddard  and 
John  Goodrich  —  who  owned  lots  in  the  section  bounded  by  High  st..  Fort  (now  Prison)  st.,  and  Sandy 
Lane  —  executed  a  written  agreement  wherin  they  say  their  “house  lots  are  surrounded  every  winter  and 
spring  with ^water  so  they  “could  not  hav-e  any  profit  in  the  middle  of  their  lots.”  They  therefore 
agree  to  ditch  these  lots  and  share  expenses. 

1651,  May  14.  Vol.  II,  p  22  G  G:  “Richard  ffellow-s  pit  contra  Thomas  Rite  defendt  in  an  Action  of 
Debt  with  the  damage  of  £3-10s.  The  Jury  findes  for  the  pit  damage  of  £3-2s  and  Goste  of  Gourte.” 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


1654/5,  Feb  y  20.  Vol.  I,  p  223  L  R:  Thomas  Wright  now  buys  another  homestead  with  barn  and 
5  acres  of  land,  of  Samuel  Hale  on  Back  Lane,  later  called  Rose  Lane.  It  was  on  “lane  leading  to  Michael 
Griswold’s  south.  ’’ 

1655,  Apl.  2.  Vol.  I,  p  45  T  V:  The  Townsmen  appoint  Thomas  Wright  on  a  committee  of  three  “to 
run  the  line  betwixt  Hartford  and  Wethersfield  upon  the  2*^  of  the  next  weeke.” 

1657,  Oct.  7.  Vol.  I,  p  25  L  R:  He  gives  to  son  James  “thirtie-two  acts”  on  the  island,  and  in  1659 
to  son  Thomas  twenty  acres,  and  to  son  Samuel  9>->  acres.  “Ancient  Weathersfield  ”,  by  Stiles,  gives  a 
good  history  of  Wright’s  Island. 

1658,  Aug.  18.  Vol.  I,  p  161  Stiles:  Thomas  Wright  Sen’r  and  wife  Margaret  and  son  Thomas  Jun’r, 
with  our  John  Derning  Sen’r  and  Richard  Treat  and  others  (48  in  all),  petition  the  General  Court,  mak- 
ing  protest  that  they  cannot  regard  Rev.  Mr.  Russell  as  their  settled  and  approved  minister.  In  this 
petition  11  were  church  members  and  37  were  non-church  members.  Thomas  Wright  Sen’r  and  his 
wife  were  2  of  the  1 1  church  members.  The  Court  advises  Mr.  Russell  to  explain  and  retract  a  certain 
ambiguous  statement  and  that  they  then  walk  lovingly  together.”  This  did  not  end  the  matter,  but 
on  the  other  hand  it  was  kept  alive  and  it  finally  resulted  in  many  citizens  leaving  to  found  a  new  settle¬ 
ment  at  Hadley,  Massachusetts.  While  the  church  of  Wethersfield  was  thus  going  through  the  throes 
of  trials  and  troubles,  the  Quakers  of  iVlassachusetts,  who  first  arrived  there  in  1656,  were  undergoing 
punishment  for  many  outrages  committed  by  them  under  the  Quaker  creed  “that  the  inward  light  was 
the  only  infallible  guide  to  religious  truth  and  that  all  were  blind  beasts  and  liars  who  denied  it.” 

1658/9,  Feb’y  23.  Vol.  I,  p  57  T  V:  “The  Townesmen  for  this  yeare  are  Mr.  Hollister,  Mr.  Chester, 
Tho  Wright  senior,  Tho  Cortice,  John  Nott.” 

1659,  Sept.  5.  Vol.  II,  p  127  C  C:  Thomas  Wright  helps  to  take  inventory  of  estate  of  Thomas  Gil¬ 
bert  of  Wethersfield,  £189-7-6. 

1666,  Aug.  6.  Vol.  Ill,  p  29  C  C:  Thomas  Wright  Sen’r  is  witness  to  the  will  of  John  Harrison  of 
Wethers  field;  inv’y,  £929-06-09. 

1666,  Oct.  30.  P  56  Do:  Thomas  Wright  was  on  the  jury  of  a  special  County  Court  on  a  land  di¬ 
vision  at  Podunk  in  Windsor. 

1668,  March  6.  P  101  Do:^  Thomas  Wright  sells  to  son  Samuel  Wright  a  six  acre  meadow  lot,  but 
apparently  forgets  it  when  will  is  made  two  years  later,  and  wills  to  Joseph  one  half  of  it  which  the  Court 
disallows.  The  will  shows  that  he  had  already  given  all  of  his  extensive  land  holdings  to  the  children 
except  the  above  meadow  lot,  and  hence  the  inventory  shows  much  smaller. 

1669,  Oa.  11.  Vol.  II,  p  520  G  C,  Ptd:  “Tho:  Wright  Sen.,”  and  “Tho:  Wright  Jun.,”  are  both  on 
the  Colonial  census  list  of  freemen  for  Wethersfield.  There  were  only  58  freemen  in  town,  and  only  787 
in  Connecticut,  as  shown  by  this  roll. 

1669/  <0,  Mch.  9.  Vol.  XXI,  p  197  CHS:  Thomas  Wright  reports  tv.’o  persons  and  three  bushels 
of  wheat  in  his  house.  The  end  is  fast  approaching. 

1670,  prob.  Vol.  Ill,  p  77  C  C:  “The  last  Will  &  Testament  of  Thomas  Wright  sen’r  of  Wethers¬ 
field:  I  doe  give  unto  my  Dear  wife  Margaret,  after  my  Decease,  all  the  provisions  (that  are  for  Meat  or 
Drink)  now  in  my  possession,  &  also  the  use  of  such  Moveables  as  she  shall  think  needful  for  her  use 
during  her  life. 

My  Will  is  that  the  Division  that  I  have  formerly  made  of  my  Land  unto  my  sonns  shall  stand  firme 
forever,  onely  in  this  my  will  I  give  unto  my  sonn  Samuell  but  halfe  my  six  Acre  Lott  in  ye  meadow,  to¬ 
gether  wth  fower  acres  in  ye  Swamp,  w'hich  he  now  enjoyes,  all  which  is  in  consideration  of  five  acres  of 
Land  which  I  had  purposed  to  have  given  him  upon  the  Island. 

I  doe  give  unto  my  sonn  Joseph  halfe  my  six  Acre  Lott  in  ye  meadow,  that  is  to  say,  the  north  side 
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of  ye  sd  Lott.  My  will  is  that  after  all  my  debts  are  paid  out  of  my  estate,  there  shall  be  an  cquall  di¬ 
vision  made  of  the  remainder  amongst  my  children. 

I  doe  allsoe  make  my  sonn  Thomas  sole  Executor  of  this  my  will,  &  doe  desire  my  Lovin^  Freind 
Samuel  Hale  sen’r  to  be  helpfull  to  him  herein.  ^ 

I  doc  give  unto  my  dear  wife  Margaret  all  the  Linnen  that  I  have  in  my  possession  that  was  of  her 
owne  spining. 

Witness:  Samll  Tallcott  X  WnrcHT" 

John  Demi.nge,  S.^muel  Hale,  Josiah  Gilbert 


1670,  April.  This  approximates  the  date  of  Thomas  Wright’s  death  at  Wethersfield,  and  he  is  there 

buried;  but  the  grave  is  unmarked.  He  reached  the  age  of  60,  thirty  five  of  these  years  being  spent  in 
the  New  World. 


1670,  Apl.  29.  Vol.  Ill,  p  77  C  C:  “An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Thomas  Wright  taken  according 
to  Lawe  &  prized  Aprill  29,  1670:  ^ 


Imprimis  for  a  Bed  &  furniture  in  the  Lower  Roome 

It  for  wearing  parell  &  a  hatt 

It  for  Bibles  &  other  Bookes  •  .  .  .' 

Due  from  James  Wright  to  the  Estate 

For  two  cowes  ....... 

For  a  cow  &  a  yearling  ..... 

For  8  swine  ....... 

For  a  mare  &  coalt  ...... 

24  other  lines  of  household  and  fami  items  . 


£08-00-00 

07-14-00 

02-12-00 

25-00-00 

03-05-00 

04-15-00 

06-00-00 

04-00-00 

35-09-00 


James  Treat,  Samuel  Bore.man,  Jou.n  Ryly 


£101-15-00'’ 


1670,  Sept.  15.  P  101  Do:  “The  Last  Will  &  Testament  of  Thomas  Wright  Senr  of  Wethersfield  was 
exhibited  in  Couit  &  proved  by  Thomas  Wright  Jun’r  &  Samuel  Hale  &  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  re¬ 
corded,  only  it  is  ordered  that  the  clause  in  the  Will  wherein  mention  is  made  of  giving  to  Joseph  halfe 
his  six  acre  lot  in  the  meadow  (the  north  side  of  the  lot)  is  to  be  null  because  it  appeared  to  this  Court 
that  part  of  the  lot  was,  on  six  March,  1668  sold  by  the  said  Thomas  WTight  to  his  sonn  Samuel  Wright.” 

1857.  Vol.  I,  p  463  Hist  of  Conn  (1857):  Hollister,  the  author,  writing  this  year,  says  there  were 
now  living  among  his  descendants  of  the  name  of  Wright  2  senators,  3  members  of  Congress,  3  governors 
and  2  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court.  It  says  also  that  for  some  years  prior  to  his  death  he  was  a  Deacon, 
but  finding  no  other  evidence  I  do  not  claim  it. 


CHILDREN 

(first  2  born  probably  in  England;  last  4  bom  probably  in  Massachusetts;  ail  by  first  wife) 

1.  THOMAS  bp.  Aug.  13,  1630;  m.  June  16,  1657,  Elizabeth  Chittenden  fsee  below) 

2.  MARY  b. - ; 

She  is  named  by  the  Glastonbury  book  —  a  mistake  possibly. 

3.  LYDIA  b.  1634;  m.  a  1653,  Joseph  Smith;  she  d.  he  d.  a  July,  1673  4  ch 

They  lived  in  Rocky  Hill;  his  inv’y,  £441-07-06.  She  m  (2)  William  Harris. 

4.  ENS.  SAMUEL  b.  1636;  m.  Sept.  29,  1659,  Mary  Butler;  he  d.  Feb’y  13,  1689/90,  x  54  she  d.  Sept.  12,  7  ch 

X  54 

They  lived  in  Wethersfield  where  he  was  selectman  1670-1.  His  inv’y,  £1,082-09-00.  She  was  dau.  of  Dea. 
Richard  Butler  of  Hartford. 

5.  DEA.  JOSEPH  b.  1639;  m  (1)  Dec.  10,  1663,  Mary  Stoddard;  he  d.  Dec.  17,  1714,  x  75;  she  d.  Aug.  23,  1683,  9  ch 

X  39 

He  m  (2)  Mch.  10,  1685,  Mercy,  sister  of  first  wife.  They  lived  in  Wethersfield;  his  inv’y,  £499-18-09.  They 
too  are  in  our  direct  line. 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


6.  JAMES  b.  1640;  m  (1)  a  1659,  Mary - ;  he  d.  Dec.  24,  1728,  ae  S3  she  d.  Oct.  6,  1659 

She  d.  in  few  montlis  and  he  m  (2)  Nov.  20,  1660,  Dorcas  Weede  of  Stamford  who  d.  Dec.  24,  1692,  having  6  ch 

borne  6  children.  He  m  (3)  Mary - wlio  d.  Oct.  20,  I7407”ac  80.  He  owned  and  occupied  the  south  end 

of  the  Island.  Me  removed  to  Middletown  and  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  settler  of  Portland. 


THOMAS  WRIGHT  JUN’R  bp.  Aug.  13, 1630 
ELIZABETH  CHITTENDEN  m.  June  16,  1657 
b.  a  1637  d.  Aug.  23,  1683,  a?  53 

d.  Feb’y  17,  1675  6,  £E  38 

1637.  P  13  Chittenden  Earn  (1882):  Elizabeth 
Chittenden  was  fifth  among  ten  children  and  was 
the  last  probably  to  be  born  in  England  before  the 
family  moved  to  America  in  1639  and  settled  at 
Guilford,  Ct.  Thus  she  was  the  baby  of  the  ship. 
For  twenty  years  she  lived  in  this  ancient  town 
and  was  there  prepared  for  her  wedding  day,  from 
which  time  her  residence  was  at  Wethersfield,  Ct. 

1660/1,  Feb’y  21.  Vol.  A,  p  185  Guilford:  The 
Court  says  in  apportioning  the  estate  of  her  father 
who  died  intestate:  “A  Childes  pt  amounteth  unto 
£65'11'00  out  of  yt  estate  already  apprised.” 

1670/1,  Jan’y  18.  Vol.  II  I,  p  89  C  C:  Margaret 
Wright,  stepmother  to  Elizabeth’s  husband,  makes 
will  mentioning  Hillver  grandchildren  and  heirs, 
but  no  children  by  Elson  or  Wright.  She  gives  “  to 
the  wife  of  my  son  (stepson)  Thomas  Wright,  the 
Cowe  and  if  that  was  not  enough  for  her  labor  of 
love,”  her  executors  were  to  give  more. 

1675,  6,  Feb’y  17.  Vol.  I,  p  48  V  R:  “Elizabeth 
the  wife  of  Thomas  Wright  aged  38  years  or  there' 
about  Deceased  febuary  the  17th  1675.”  Sad  to 
relate  Elizabeth’s  death  was  on  the  same  day  that 
her  daughter  Elizabeth  was  born.  Nature  can 
give  no  more  intense  example  of  the  great  truth: 
“Except  a  corn  of  wheat  fall  into  the  ground  and 
die,  it  abideth  alone;  but  if  it  die,  it  bringeth  forth 
much  fruit”  -  John  xii,  v.  24. 


1630,  Aug.  13.  P  79  Wright  Gen  (1915):  Thomas 
W'right  was  the  oldest  of  six  children.  This  baptis¬ 
mal  record  comes  from  St.  Peter’s  Church  Regis¬ 
ter,  at  South  Weald,  Essex,  England,  which  means 
that  he  was  born  in  that  town  probably  during  the 
current  month.  He  was  but  a  one  year  old  baby 
if  his  parents  did  bring  him  to  America  in  the  sail¬ 
boat  Susan  &  Ellen  in  1631.  He  was  with  them  in 
or  near  Boston  for  some  nine  years,  when  he  was 
left  an  orphan  by  the  death  of  his  mother.  In  1640 
his  father  moved  to  Wethersfield,  Ct.  Thus  Thom¬ 
as  was  nine  years  old,  yet  Stiles  says  he  received 
this  year  from  his  father  a  household.  It  is  more 
likely  that  this  was  given  around  his  wedding  day 
and  we  have  so  treated  it. 

1654,  May  18.  Vol.  II,  p  49  G  C:  At  a  General 
Court  of  election  held  at  Hartford  Thomas  Wright 
was  at  age  24  “mayd  freeman”  from  Wethersfield. 
His  brother  James  was  made  free  at  same  time. 
While  real  freedom  was  thus  being  worked  out  in 
the  New  World,  this  picture  of  the  scandalous  con¬ 
ditions  in  England  is  shown  in  the  instructions 
given  to  a  commission  appointed  by  Cromwell,  the 
new  Lord  Protector,  to  rid  the  State  Church  of 
notoriously  corrupt  pastors.  They  were  enjoined 
to  “dismiss  all  who  should  be  found  guilty  of  pro¬ 
fane  cursing  and  swearing,  perjury,  adultery,  for¬ 
nication,  drunkenness,  common  haunting  of  tav¬ 
erns  or  alehouses,  frequent  quarreling  or  fight¬ 
ings,”  etc.  [D’Aubigne’s  Cromwell,  ch  IX.] 

1657,  June  16.  Vol.  I,  p  48  V  R,  Wet'nersfield: 
“Thomas  Wright  And  Elizabeth  his  wife  was  mar- 
ied  June  16,  1657.”  Elizabeth  Chittenden,  the 
bride,  was  living  in  Guilford,  Ct.,  her  father  Major  William  Chittenden  having  been  a  founder  of  that 
town.  She  was  born  in  England  and  had  made  the  ocean  trip  at  about  two  years  of  age.  Now  she  was 
twenty  and  Thomas  Wright  Jun’r,  twenty  seven,  arrives  from  Wethersfield,  probably  by  boat,  to  ring 
the  wedding  bells.  Probably  as  a  wedding  gift  his  father  gave  him  a  household  on  the  west  side  of  High 
street,  between  William  Gibbons’  heirs  north  and  John  Harrison’s  heirs  south:  also  30  acres  on  the  Island. 
Later  his  father  gave  to  him  and  to  his  brother  James  all  his  extensive  holdings  of  land  on  Wright’s 
Island.  There  was  a  Thomas’  part  at  the  north  end  and  James’  part  at  the  south  end.  There  was  a 
noted  fishing  place  on  this  Island  for  salmon  and  shad.  Years  later  the  Island  was  lost  in  the  river  - 
“a  $10,000  farm  gone  into  the  river.” 

1658,  Aug.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  160  Stiles:  Thomas  Wright  Jun’r  is  among  the  38  petitioners,  not  Church 
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mcnibers,  (but  probably  Society  members)  who  with  1 1  church  members  pray  the  General  Court  for  the 
ousting  of  Rev.  Mr.  Russell,  “he  having  given  so  great  a  scandal  to  the  Gospel.”  His  father’s  name  on 
this  petition  doubtless  helped  him  to  sign  it,  but  nevertheless  it  shows  independence  of  character  and  a 
desiie  for  real  integrity  in  the  pulpit,  qualities  in  fact  which  would  stand  him  in  good  stead  as  a  constable 
which  in  time  he  was  to  be. 


1662.  Vol.  I,  p  59  T  V:  “Thomas  Wright  Jur  chosen  constable.”  For  five  years  at  least  Thomas 
Wright  Jun’r  filled  this  office:  1662,  1667,  1668,  1669,  1679. 

1665,  Nov.  24.  Vol.  I,  2d  Ft,  p  20  F  Ct,  New  Haven:  Joane  Sheaffe  Chittenden  Cruttenden  of  Guil¬ 
ford  says  in  her  will:  “Lastly  my  Will  is  that  my  son  Thomas  Chittenden  &  my  son  Thomas  Wright 
shall  be  my  joint  e.\ecutors,  they  giving  securitic  to  the  Court.” 

1666,  Apl.  14.  Vol.  I,  p  93  T  V:  The  town  ratifies  the  agreement  of  the  Townesmen  with  Tho:  Wright 
Junior  whereby  he  is  “to  beat  the  drum  upon  the  Sabbath  days  for  the  calling  the  assemblie  together, 
and  as  occasion  is  for  town  meetings,  and  sweeping  the  meetting  house,  mending  the  doores,”  &c.,  and 
for  this  the  town  was  to  pay  three  pounds. 

1669,  Oct.  Vol.  11,  p  520  G  C,  Ftd:  Thomas  Wright  Jun’r,  his  father  and  his  three  brothers  all  ap¬ 
pear  on  the  freeman’s  census  for  Wethersfield  -  a  truly  substantial  family.  Thomas  Wright  Jun’r  was 
one  of  the  Constables  to  sign  this  census  return  of  58  men. 

1669/70,  Mch.  9.  Vol.  XXI,  p  197  C  H  S:  Thomas  Wright  reports  having  under  his  roof  12  bushels 
of  “wheat  &  indean”  and  five  persons.  With  two  children  now  in  the  house  and  their  parents,  this  leaves 
room  for  one  servant. 

1670,  Apl.  Vol.  Ill,  p  77  C  C:  At  the  age  of  40,  Thomas  Jun’r  assumes  the  administration  of  his 
fathers  estate  under  this  provision  of  his  will:  “I  doe  allsoe  make  my  sonne  Thomas  sole  Executor  of 
yt  my  Will,  and  doe  desire  my  Loving  ffriend  Samuel  Hale  sen’r  to  be  helpfull  to  him  herein.” 

1670/1,  Feb’y  23.  Vol.  I,  p  111  T  V:  “At  a  Towne  Meetting,  Tho  Wright  &  Sam:W'right,”  and  three 
others,  “were  chosen  townesmen  for  the  yeare  ensuing.” 

1670/1,  Feb’y  23.  F  112  Do:  At  a  town  meeting,  “the  land  next  Farmington  bounds”  was  divided 
equally  to  76  householders  of  Wethersfield  -  probably  all  the  families  there.  Each  lot  was  to  be  26  rods 
wide  and  contain  52  acres.  Tho.  Wright  drew  lot  No.  72  which  lot  in  Oct.,  1715  was  among  the  17  lots 
of  this  division  that  were  annexed  to  the  Great  Swamp  Society  of  Farmington. 

1670/1,  Mch.  2.  Vol.  I,  p  303  Stiles:  John  Strickland  of  Wethersfield  mortgages  his  loom  and  gun 
to  Thomas  Wright. 

1670/1,  Mch.  29.  Vol.  I,  p  105  T  V:  Tho:Wright  is  named  one  of  a  committee  of  five  to  “have  heare- 
by  full  power  to  bargan”  for  a  “towne  high  way  thurrow  the  short  lots  to  Middletown.” 

1672/3,  Feb’y  17.  P  136  Do:  “The  Fence  Verers  chosen  for  the  yeare  ensueing  are  Jonathan  Smith 
and  Thomas  Wright.” 

1673,  Nov.  25.  Vol.  Ill,  p  134  C  C:  The  Court  appoints  Thomas  Wright  and  Jonathan  Smith  Over¬ 
seers  of  the  estate  of  Joseph  Smith  of  Rocky  Hill  whose  inventory  totalled  £441-07-06.  This  was  Thomas’ 
brother-in-law. 

1673/4,  Jan’y  15.  Vol.  II,  p  912  Stiles:  In  a  vote  raised  “for  a  purchase  of  land  from  the  Indians, 
which  is  one  halfe  penny  upon  the  pound,”  Tho  Wright  paid  tax  of  6s-6d.  Distribution  of  this  purchase 
was  made  in  1701,  27  years  later. 

1674,  Dec.  22.  Vol.  Ill,  p  199  C  C:  Thomas  receives  payment  of  debt  from  the  estate  of  Margaret 
Wright,  his  stepmother -“Thomas  Wright  for  charges  £11-18-09.”  This  is  fair  proof  that  his  step¬ 
mother  spent  her  last  days  with  step-son  Thomas. 

1678,  Dec.  3.  Vol.  I,  p  156  T  V:  “Sargantt  Robins  &  Thomas  Wrightt  was  chosin  constabells.” 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


1679,  June  13.  P  158  Do;  “These  underwritten  were  chosen  Select  men  to  make  the  list  and  rates 
for  the  year.”  Thomas  &  Samuel  Wright  were  two  of  the  four. 

1680,  Aug.  11.  P  167  Do:  “At  a  meeting  of  the  Town  Ensign  Sam:  Wright,  Thomas  Wright,”  and 
two  others,  “were  chosen  to  take  the  List  of  ye  East  estates  of  ye  Towne.  ” 

1681,  Dec.  26.  P  176  Do:  “Thomas  Wright,”  and  two  others,  “were  chosen  for  selectmen  for  this 
yecre.”  Next  year  he  was  elected  again  and  he  died  in  office. 

1681  /2,  Feb’y  27.  Vol.  I V,  p  75  C  C:  He  help^'S  to  appraise  the  estate  of  John  Nott  of  Wethersfield, 
£533' 15' 10.  Between  now  and  Dec.  12,  1682  -  less  than  ten  months  -  Thomas  W'right  assists  on  the  hi' 
ventories  of  six  other  estates. 

1683,  Apl.  4.  Vol.  IV,  p  69  G  C:  “These  were  appoynted  for  the  Grand  Jury:  Capt.  Olmsteed,  Samll 
Bissell,  Jonathan  Gillett,  Steven  Heart,  Tho  Wright,”  &c. 

1683,  Aug.  23.  Vol.  1,  p  63  B  M  D:  “Thomas  Wright  aged  deceased  August  23:1683.”  He  was  53 
years  old  and  died  intestate  at  Wethersfield.  The  Court  record  following  gives  the  date  one  day  later. 
Death  was  probably  sudden  since  he  was  still  in  office  as  selectman  and  died  without  making  a  will.  He 
had  been  for  seven  years  without  his  wife  and  none  of  the  children  were  yet  married. 


No  date.  Vol.  IV,  pp  151-2  C  C:  “An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Thomas  Wright  whoe  deceased 
August  24,  1683: 

Impr’:  In  liis  purse  &  apparrell  ....... 

It  a  feather  bed,  bedstead  bedding  &  furniture  in  the  Great  chamber 

05-02-00 

It  4  payre  of  fine  Lining  sheets  ....... 

05-00-00 

It  Two  gunns  Two  swords  d:  ammunition  ..... 

03-00-00 

It  To  old  corn  meale  d  Mault  ....... 

05-15-00 

It  a  parcel!  of  Cyder  7£,  old  Barrells  in  the  Cellar  24s  . 

08-04-00 

It  plow’s  &  Irons  &  harrows  2£  5s.  Hay  40s,  Corn  in  the  bam  36s  . 

06-01-00 

It  2  Cowes  7£;  2  4'year  old  stears  9C;  1  4'ycarling  3£;  2  3'yeare  5£ 

24-00-00 

It  3  steers,  3  ycrl,  5£  10s,  1  2'yearl  45s,  2  Horses  5£  . 

12-15-00 

It  16  sheep  7£'4s,  14  swine  12£  ....... 

19-12-00 

It  his  House  Homestead  w^h  1  acre  halfe  at  the  W'est  end 

.  180-00-00 

It  7  acres  in  the  great  swamp  ....... 

49-00-00 

It  30  acres  of  Land  on  the  Island  ...... 

.  180-00-00 

It  22  acres  of  upland  in  the  west  feild  ..... 

27-00-00 

It  7  acres  of  upland  in  the  short  lotts  ..... 

10-00-00 

It  20  acres  of  upland  by  the  Two  stone  brooke  .... 

18-00-00 

It  50  acres  in  the  equall  Division,  4  grind  stone  8s  .  .  . 

10-08-00 

It  what  is  due  in  silver  Money  ....... 

13-10-00 

It  part  of  a  cyder  mill  &  press  ....... 

03-00-00 

It  what  is  due  from  Mr.  Hoadlcy  of  Brandford  .  .  .  •.. 

02-00-00 

It  an  Indian  Boy  servant  6  ....... 

06-00-00 

31  other  lines  of  household,  farm  and  personal  items 

Taken  by  us:  Samll  Tallcott 

Sume 

66-05-00 

£673-00-00 

James  Treat 

“THE  CHILDREN  ARE 

Thomas  Wright  aged  23  yeares 
Mary  Wright  aged  18  yeares 
Hanah  Wright  aged  13  yeares 
Lydia  Wright  aged  11  yeares” 

1683,  Dec.  6.  P  76  Do:  “An  Inventory  of  the  estate  of  Thomas  Wright  was  exhibited  in  Court  & 
approved  &  ordered  to  be  recorded  OL  the  Court  grant  administration  to  Thomas  Wright,  &  distribute 
the  estate  to  Thomas  a  double  portion,  to  the  three  sisters  equall  portion  &  If  either  of  the  children 
dye  before  they  be  of  age  there  portion  is  to  be  devided  among  the  survivors,  &.  Samll  Wright  &  Sam'* 
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Butler  aic  appoynted  to  be  overseers  to  assist  with  their  best  advice  the  administrators  In  the  manage- 
ment  of  his  affayrcs.” 

1701,  Apl.  2S.  Vol.  IV,  p  116  T  V:  In  the  Five  Mile  distribution  the  114  purchasers  of  1674  partici¬ 
pated,  both  living  and  dead.  Though  Thomas  WTight  had  been  dead  for  18  years  his  claim  is  respected 
and  his  heirs  draw  for  him  Lot  No.  26,  for  216  acres,  lOS  rods. 


CHILDREN 

(all  bom  at  WcthcrsfielJ,  Ct.) 

1.  THOMAS  b.  Mch  I.  1650  1;  he  .1  April.  1711.  .-e  50 

He  lived  at  Wethersfield  and  did  not  marry  Estate  was  va!  jeJ  at  £300-16-00  and  was  distriojteJ  .o  jro.hers 
and  sisters  and  to  the  children  of  our  Col  David  Goodrich  below. 

-2.  MARY  b.  Mch.  4,  1664;  m.  Dec.  10,  16S5,  Dea.  Jonathan  Belding;  she  d.  Sept.  8,  1741,  x  77  he  d.  July  6  ch 
6,  1734,  X  74 

She  inherited  May,  1711,  house  and  lot  from  her  brother  Thomas.  They  lived  in  Wethersfield  where  he  was 
selectman  1695.  They  have  stones  in  the  cemetery.  She  left  two  wills. 

3.  HANNAH  b.  Mch.  10,  1670,  71;  m.  Mch.  7,  16S5,  Col.  David  Goodrich  (see  below) 

4.  LYDIA  b.  Mch.  12,  1672/73;  m.  Sept.  13,  1695,  Israel  Crane;  she  d.  a  June,  1731,  as  53  he  d.  AdI  28  4  ch 

1707,  36  ’ 

They  lived  in  Wethersfield  where  he  was  collector  in  1700.  His  estate  inventoried  at  £444-13-10.  In  May, 

1711,  she  inherited  from  brother  Thomas’  estate  a  great  Bible,  corn  and  swine. 

5.  ELIZABETH  b.  Feb’y  17,  1675  6;  she  d.  before  Dec.  6,  1633,  age  not  over  7. 

Her  mother  died  on  the  day  she  was  born.  Elicabeth  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Court  settlement  of  her  father’s 
estate. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Col.  David  Goodrich  b.  1667  m.  Hannah  Wright  b.  1670/1 

Allen  Goodrich  b.  1690  m.  Elizabeth  Goodrich  b.  1691 

Elijah  Hart  b.  1711  m.  Abigail  Goodrich  b.  1714 

Capt.  Jonathan  Eno  b.  1739  m.  Mary  Hart  b.  1744 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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THE  JOSEPH  WRIGHT  FAMILY 


THOMAS  WRIGHT  bp.  Nov.  19,  1610 

- CRANBROKE  m  (1) - Cranbroke 

b.  -  m  (2)  May  2,  1647 

d.  a  1639  Wid.  Margaret - Hilliard  Elson 

he  d.  Apl.,  1670,  ae  60  • 


See  other  Wright  line  containing  story  of  this 
Thomas  Wright  and  his  family,  including  his 
English  ancestors.  Our  direct  lines  run  both 
through  his  son  Dea.  Joseph  below  and  his  first 
born  son  Thomas. 


DEA.  JOSEPH  WRIGHT  b.  1639 


MARY  STODDARD 
b.  Mch.  12,  1643/4 
d.  Aug.  23,  1683 
ae  39 


m  (1)  Dec.  10,  1663 
Mary  Stoddard 
m  (2)  Mch.  10,  1685/6 
Mercy  Stoddard 
he  d.  Dec.  17,  1714 
ae  75 


1639.  GSR:  Joseph  Wright  was  born  in  or 
near  Boston,  Massachusetts,  and  was  probably  a 
baby  in  anus  of  less  than  a  year  old  and  without  a 
mother  when  his  father  with  five  young  children 
made  the  trip  to  the  Connecticut  River  at  Weth¬ 
ersfield.  His  age  of  75  engraved  on  his  gravestone 
gives  us  his  year  of  birth. 


1643/4,  Mch.  12.  Vol.  I,  p  10  L  R:  “Mary  the 
daughter  of  John  Stoder  and  of  Mary  his  wife  was 
borne  the  12th  of  .March  1643.”  Such  is  the  his¬ 
toric  announcement  of  Mary’s  birth.  She  was 
named  for  her  mother  Mary  Foote.  Mary  was  the 
first  of  seven  children,  all  born  at  Wethersfield. 
She  was  almost  twenty  when  she  married,  but  not 
quite. 

1683,  Aug.  23.  Vol.  I,  p  63  B  M  D:  “Mary  the 
wife  of  Joseph  Wright  aged  about  38  years  Dyed 
augst  23:  1683:”  On  the  same  page  and  the  same 
date  is  recorded  the  death  of  her  brother-in-law 
Thomas  Wright.  She  was  in  fact  39,  yet  was  the 
mother  of  seven  children  all  of  whom  lived  to 
raise  families  that  did  her  honor.  In  “Highland 
Mary”  we  read: 


1660,  Nov.  15.  Vol.  I,  p  148  L  R:  “The  Lands 
of  Joseph  Wright  which  was  given  him  by  his 
father  Tho  Wright  senr :  ”  Two  pieces  are  recorded. 
Then  follow  two  pieces  “  had  by  purchase  of  his 
father  Tho  Wright  senr”  (Apl.  22,  1663;.  One  of 
the  latter  included  a  house  on  the  east  side  of 
High  street  next  to  the  burying  ground  and  the 
parsonage.  He  was  getting  ready  doubtless  for  his 
wedding  day.  Before  the  year  was  over  the  knot 
was  tied  but  they  moved  twice  within  three  years, 
as  seen  by  what  follows.  By  trade  Joseph  was  a 
cooper  and  became  a  “man  of  character  and  in¬ 
fluence  -  a  born  leader.”  He  was  a  man  of  much 
ability,  pleasant  and  honorable  in  all  his  dealings, 
and  much  trusted  by  his  townsmen  who  contin¬ 
ually  chose  him  to  officiate  in  town  and  church 
affairs. 


“But,  oh,  fell  Death’s  untimely  frost. 

That  nipt  my  flower  sae  early.”  1663,  Dec.  10.  Vol.  I,  p  3  B  M  D:  “Joseph 

Wright  and  Mary  his  Wife  was  maryed  Decembr 
10th  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  :  1663.”  Seven  children  are  recorded  directly  underneath.  The  great 
North  American  earthquake  scared  many  this  year;  but  there  was  no  disturbance  of  this  wedding  day. 


1663/'4,  Jan’y  30.  Vol.  I,  P  78  T  V:  It  was  voted  to  call  Mr.  Joseph  Haynes  (son  of  Gov.  Haynes)  to  be 
their  minister,  offering  him  the  house  which  the  committee  secured  from  “Tho  Wright  Sen’r  and  Joseph 
Wright,  according  to  the  bargaine  made  betwene  them.”  By  the  “bargaine”  the  Wrights  secured  the 
"town-lot”  which  included  the  old  Town  School  house  and  a  dwelling. 

1665/6,  Jan’y  29.  Vol.  II,  p  114  L  R:  Joseph  W’right  now  sells  the  house  and  school  house  and  the 
“town-lot”  above  to  Hugh  Welles  and  received  in  exchange  a  house  on  the  East  side  of  High  St.  next  to 
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Gregory  VVilterton;  and  with  his  family,  now  increased  to  three,  goes  there  to  live.  Eight  separate  parcels 
of  land  are  recorded  in  Joseph  Wright’s  name  at  this  reference. 

1665/6,  Mch.  20.  Vol.  I,  p  89  T  V;  “Joseph  Wright  and  Tho  Couch  were  chosen  to  warne  all  towne 
meettings,  for  all  toune  occasions  for  this  ensuing  yeare.” 

1666,  May  10.  Vol.  II,  p  227  G  C:  “Joseph  Wright  and  Alexander  Keny  are  p'pounded  to  this  Assem- 
bly  for  freedome.  ” 

1667,  May  9.  P  246  Do:  Jos.  Wright  is  one  of  30  men  who  “were  sworne.”  Our  Edward  Turner  and 
David  Sage  were  of  the  number.  Just  what  “were  sworne”  means  does  not  appear;  but  with  little  doubt 
it  means  that  they  “were  sworne  freemen,”  since  most  of  the  thirty  are  young  men  of  such  age. 

1668,  June  7.  Vol.  II,  p  183  L  R:  By  this  time  Joseph  has  five  acres  on  Wright’s  Island  next  to  Thomas 
Wright  on  the  north.  He  owned  land  also  across  the  river  in  the  present  town  of  Glastonbury.  Five  parcels 
are  recorded  at  this  reference. 

1668,  Oct.  29.  \'ol.  I,  p  682  Stiles:  Joseph  Wright  figures  in  the  trial  for  witchcraft  of  Kate  Harrison, 
having  furnished  to  the  witness,  as  a  cooper,  a  barrel  which,  with  beer  in  it,  burst  with  a  great  report.  Of 
course  this  was  Kate’s  fault! 

1669,  Oct.  Vol.  II,  p  520  G  C,  Ptd:  Joseph  Wright  is  on  the  census  roll  of  freemen  of  Wethersfield,  his 
three  brothers  and  his  father  being  listed  also.  These  five  made  more  than  one-twelfth  of  the  entire  roll  of 
58  men.  Tho:  Wright,  one  of  the  brothers,  signed  the  report  to  the  General  Court  as  constable. 

1669/70,  Mch.  9.  Vol.  XXI,  p  197  CHS:  Joseph  Wright  had  ten  bushels  of  wheat  and  six  persons 
under  his  roof  today.  With  three  children  and  parents  this  accounts  probably  for  one  servant. 

1670,  Sept.  1.  Vol.  Ill,  p  101  C  C:  The  Court  declares  the  clause  in  his  father’s  will  giving  “untto  my 
sonn  Joseph  halfe  my  six  Acre  Lott  in  ye  meadow,  that  is  to  say,  ye  North  side  of  ye  sd  Lott,”  to  be  null 
because  the  father  had  sold  it  on  Jan’y  19,  1668  to  his  son  Samuel.  In  addition  to  the  above  bequest,  his 
father  made  this  provision:  “My  will  is  that  after  all  my  debts  are  paid  out  of  my  estate,  there  shall  be  an 
equall  division  made  of  ye  remainder  amongst  my  children.  ” 

1670/1,  Feb’y  23.  Vol.  I,  p  99  T  V:  Seventy  six  householders  of  Wethersfield  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Great  River  vote  in  town  meeting  to  divide  among  themselves  the  “land  next  Farmington  bounds.” 
Each  lot  was  26  rods  wide  and  contained  52  acres.  Joseph  Wright,  like  his  brother  Thomas  and  Samuel, 
and  uncle  Anthony,  participated  in  this  division,  drawing  lot  No.  28.  See  plan  in  Vol.  I,  p  741  of  Dr.  Stiles’ 
History. 

1672/3,  Feb’y  17.  P  136  Do:  “The  Constables  chosen  for  this  yeere  are  Leonard  Dix  and  Joseph 
Wright.”  The  office  of  Constable  was  not  always  popular.  In  Wethersfield  for  instance,  in  1691,  seven 
men  were  elected  constable,  but  one  after  another  declined  the  office,  paying  the  fine  of  40  shillings  each 
for  declining. 

1673/4,Jan’y  15.  Vol.  II,  p  912  Stiles:  In  a  rate  raised  “for  the  discharge  of  a  purchase  of  land  from  the 
Indians,  which  is  one  halfe  penny  upon  the  pound,  ”  Joseph  Wright  pays  tax  of  3s  lOd;  but  the  distribution 
of  this  purchase  was  not  made  till  27  years  later. 

1679/80,  Mch.  11.  Vol.  I,  p  3  rear,  B  M  D:  “The  ear  mark  of  Joseph  Wright  is  a  slit  in  the  of  ear  and 
the  foer  part  of  the  said  slitt  cut  of  like  a  Half  crop  and  this  marke  he  intends  to  continue  to  all  his  crea¬ 
tures.  ” 

1680,  Dec.  27.  Vol.  I,  p  172  T  V:  “Joseph  Wright  &  Leonard  Dix  are  chosen  Fence  Viewers.” 
Joseph  Wright  served  also  the  next  year. 

1681,  Oct.  10.  Vol.  II,  p  42  L  R:  “Joseph  Wright  sold  unto  John  Wekes  two  Mares  one  about  8  yrs  old 
a  bay  Mare  with  a  slitt  in  one  ear  with  a  star  in  ye  forhead  .  .  .  alsoe  the  other  a  bay  Mare  1  year  and 
vantage  old  with  a  white  between  the  nigh  wills  and  the  near  foot  whit”  .... 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


1683,  Oct.  11.  Vol.  Ill,  p  144  G  C:  “Mrs.  Abygail  Olcott  and  Mr.  Tho.  Olcott,  e.xccutors  to  the  last 
will  and  testament  of  .Mr.  Thomas  Olcott  decased,  plaintifes,  by  way  of  appcale  from  the  judgment  of  the 
Court  of  Assistants,  the  4th  instant,  contra  Thomas  Wright,  James  Wright,  Joseph  Wright  and  Jonathan 
Smith,  defendants;  which  action  was  an  action  of  the  case  for  that  the  sd  Wright’s  and  Smith  did  illegally 
possosse  and  detaine  certcin  parcells  of  land  lying  upon  the  Island  commonly  called  the  great  Island  which 
land  belongs  to  the  estate  of  Mr.  Thomas  Olcott,  deceased;  to  the  surrender  of  the  lands  with  a  hundred 
pownds  damage:  In  w  hich  action  the  jury  fownd  that  the  sd  Olcotts  should  pay  to  the  sd  Wrights  and 
Smith  costs  of  courts.  In  this  action  the  Generali  Court  find  for  the  defendants  cost  of  Court.” 

1685/6,  Mch.  10.  Vol.  I,  p  63  V  R:  It  is  now'  two  years  and  seven  months  since  the  death  of  Mary,  the 
first  w'ife  of  Joseph.  Her  younger  sister  Mercy  Stoddard  had  probably  been  a  faithful  and  efficient  mother 
to  the  seven  children  during  the  interval  and  now  Joseph  takes  her  for  his  second  consort.  She  is  now 
32  w'hile  he  is  46.  Says  the  record,  “Joseph  Wright  and  Mercy  his  wife  was  maried  March  10th  1685.” 

1689,  Dec.  26.  Vol.  I,  p  213  T  V:  “At  ye  same  meeting  Joseph  Wright  was  chosen  packer  for  ye  Toune 
for  ye  yeer  cnsucing.”  The  duties  were  to  inspect  and  supervise  the  packing  of  all  meat  for  shipment. 

1689/90,  Jan’y  17.  Vol.  V,  p  50  C  C:  Ensign  Samuel  Wright,  brother  of  Joseph,  says  in  his  will:  “I 
desire  my  Brother  Joseph  Wright  and  my  Brother-in-Law  Samuel  Butler  to  be  Overseers  of  this  my  will.” 
The  estate  totalled  £l,082'09'00. 

1690,  Dec.  23.  Vol.  I,  p  214  T  V:  “Att  this  meeting  Joseph  Wright,”  and  two  others,  “were  chosen 
haywards.  ”  A  later  name  for  this  office  was  Pounder. 

1691,  Dec.  23.  P  219  Do:  “At  a  Towne  Meeting  there  w'ere  chosen  for  Tounsmen  for  the  year  ensueing: 
Joseph  Wright  Sent,”  and  four  others. 

1692,  Dec.  30.  Vol.  V,  p  156  C  C:  Joseph  Wright  is  witness  to  the  will  of  Ensign  Samuel  Butler,  brother- 
in-law,  of  Wethersfield,  whose  estate  amounted  to  £579-07-00. 

1692  /3,  Mch.  16.  P  157  Do:  Joseph  Wright  is  appraiser  of  the  estate  of  Nathaniel  Scranton  of  Wethers¬ 
field,  £36-17-00. 

1693/4,  Feb’y  23.  Vol.  I,  p  235  T  V:  The  town  voted  to  distribute  lands  in  the  West  Division  (now 
Newington  &  Rocky  Hill).  The  basis  was  >2  acte  to  pound  of  tax  in  the  list  of  1693.  Distribution  was  ac¬ 
complished  on  Apl.  15,  1695.  Joseph  Wright  Sen'r  and  the  two  older  boys  all  drew  in  Tier  No.  2  which  was 
bounded  east  by  the  Middletown  road  as  follows:  “No.  56  Joseph  Wright  Sent;  No.  43  Joseph  Wright 
Junr;  No.  68  Thomas  Wright.” 

1694,  Apl.  4.  Vol.  V,  p  68  C  C:  Joseph  Wright  is  named  on  the  Grand  jury  of  Hartford  County  and  on 
the  same  day  he  sits  on  the  jury  of  the  County  Court.  He  served  also  in  April,  1697;  Sept.,  1703;  and  Nov., 
1704. 

1696,  Dec.  28.  Vol.  I,  p  245  T  V :  “Also  Joseph  Talcott  &  Joseph  Wright  were  chosen  fence  viewers  for 
that  part  of  the  meadow  fence  that  Ij'eth  between  the  Great  River  &  the  brook  att  or  near  Rocky  Hill 
called  Golf’s  brook.” 

1697/8,  Jan’y  28.  P  259  Do:  Joseph  Wright  Sen’r  and  Joseph  Wright  Jun’r  and  Jacob  Griswold  are 
among  27  to  protest  against  “the  voating  away  of  town  lands  in  small  town  meetings”  .... 

1700,  Vol.  I,  p  9  C  R:  The  records  of  the  First  Church  of  which  he  was  Deacon  say  speaking  of  him: 
“yt  Bro"^  Wright,  Joseph  Wright  Senr  should  be  helpful  in  preparing  matters  for  the  Ld’s  Supper.” 

1701,  Apl.  28.  Vol.  I\/  p  1 16  T  V:  In  the  Five  Mile  distribution  of  land  Joseph  Wright  drew  Lot  No.  96 
containing  138  acres,  69  rods.  This  is  the  Indian  purchase  of  1674  above,  by  1 14  inhabitants  of  Wethersfield. 

1702,  Dec.  23.  Vol.  I,  p  263  T  V:  “Joseph  Wrig’nt  &  John  Coleman  chosen  Constables  for  the  year 
ensuing.  Joseph  Wright  refuses  to  take  the  oath  of  a  Constable.  Afterward,  both  of  the  Constables 
sworn,  die  ditto.” 
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1705/'6,  Mch.  5.  Vol.  VI,  p  278  CC:  Joseph  Wright  and  David  Goodrich  are  chosen  from  W’ethersfield 
to  sit  on  the  Grand  Jury  for  the  year  ensuing.  Both  were  on  the  regular  jury  of  this  date  also. 

1706.  Vol.  I,  p  317  Stiles:  Joseph  gave  to  his  son  Thomas  his  High  St.  house,  next  north  of  the  Wilterton 
place,  which  had  become  the  parsonage  lot. 

1707,  June  26.  Vol.  I,  p  278  T  V:  “Att  this  metting  were  chosen  Deacon  Joseph  Wright,  Deacon  Wm 
Warner,”  and  two  others,  “a  comitte  to  seat  the  galleries  in  the  meeting  liouse;  also  the  body  of  the  meet' 
ing,  or  below.” 

1711/12,  Feb’y  14,  Vol.  IX,  p  21  P  Ct,  Hartford:  “  In  the  Name  and  fear  of  God  Amen.  I  Joseph  Wright 
of  Wethersfield  in  perfect  health  and  of  sound  memory,  in  contemplation  of  my  death  do  make  and  ordain 
this  to  be  my  Last  Will  &  Testament  in  manner  and  form  following: 

“Item  To  my  beloved  wife  Mercy  I  give  twenty  pounds  in  Currant  pay  of  this  Colony,  and  the  use  of 
what  part  of  my  dwelling  house  she  shall  think  needful  for  her  and  that  during  her  widowhood. 

“1  give  to  Joseph  Wright,  now  of  Colchester,  my  eldest  son,  to  him  and  liis  heirs  forever,  2  acres  in 
Wethersfield  Great  Meadow  which  I  purchased  of  Mr.  Blackleach;  also,  five  acres  of  land  on  the  Great 
Island  in  Connecticut  Great  River,  within  the  Township  of  Wethersfield,  bounded  east  and  west  on  the 
said  Great  River,  on  land  of  David  Goodrich  of  Wethersfield  north,  and  on  land  of  Jonathan  Smith  of 
Glastonbury  south. 

“To  my  son  Thomas  Wright  I  give  2J^  acres  of  land  in  Wethersfield  Great  Meadow,  bounded  east  on 
the  Great  River,  west  on  a  highway,  north  on  my  son  Joseph’s  land,  and  south  on  land  of  John  Deming 
Senr.  of  Wethersfield;  3  acres  in  the  Dry  Swamp,  bounded  (in  part)  on  land  of  Deacon  Warner  and 
Nathaniel  Churchill;  also  half  my  pasture,  bounded  (in  part)  on  land  of  John  Curtis  Jr.,  Samuel  Butler, 
and  my  son  John  Wright’s  land  which  sometime  since  1  gave  him  -  to  him  the  said  Thomas  Wright  and 
his  heirs  forever. 

“I  have  given  my  son  John  Wright,  by  deed  of  gift  formerly,  the  whole  which  I  designed  as  his 
portion. 

“I  give  to  my  son  Jonathan  Wright  50  acres  of  land  in  the  Township  of  Wethersfield,  butting  on  the 
Township  of  Farmington  west,  on  a  highway  east,  north  on  land  of  Robert  Welles,  Jr.,  and  south  on  land 
of  Major  John  Chester. 

“To  my  two  sons  Benjamin  Wright  and  Nathaniel  Wright,  I  give  that  tract  of  land  which  fell  to  me  in 
the  last  general  division  of  lands  in  Wethersfield,  to  be  equally  divided  between  them. 

“To  Benjamin  Wright  1  give  three  acres  in  the  Great  Swamp  in  Wethersfield,  bounded  (in  part)  on 
land  of  my  son  Thomas  Wright  and  (in  part)  on  land  belonging  to  heirs  of  Stephen  Chester  Jr.,  dec'd; 
also  five  and  a  half  acres  in  the  said  swamp  bounded  (in  part)  on  land  of  Deacon  William  Warner,  on  my 
own  land,  and  upon  land  of  heirs  of  Stephen  Chester. 

“I  give  to  my  youngest  son  Nathaniel  Wright  3}/^  acres  of  land  bounded  (in  part)  on  land  of  heirs  of 
Stephen  Chester,  on  land  of  my  son  Benjamin  Wright  and  on  land  of  Nathaniel  Boreman;  also  three  acres 
bounded  (in  part)  on  land  of  Jacob  Williams  of  Wethersfield,  on  land  of  Thomas  Bunce  of  Hartford,  and 
oh  land  of  Jonathan  Smith  of  Wethersfield. 

“  I  give  the  whole  of  what  shall  remain  of  my  movable  estate  to  my  eldest  daughter  Mary  Griswold,  to 
my  second  daughter  Elizabeth  Curtis,  and  to  the  children  of  my  youngest  daughter  Sarah  Hand  of  East 
Guilford  deceased  -  one-third  part  to  each:  to  Mary  Griswold,  to  Elizabeth  Curtis,  and  to  the  children  of 
Sarah  Hand  deed. 

“I  appoint  my  two  eldest  sons,  Joseph  Wright  and  Thomas  Wright,  executors. 

Witness:  John  Nott,  Joseph  Wright,  L.  S.” 

John  Goodrich  Jr. 

1714,  Dec.  9.  A  codicil  bequeaths  to  beloved  son  Thomas  Wright  three  acres  of  land  in  wet  swamp 
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commonly  called  tearful  Swamp,  he  having  already  "payd  to  my  son  Joseph  £6  on  account  of  said  land 
which  I  should  otherwise  have  given  to  said  Joseph.”  This  is  land  not  mentioned  in  will. 

Witness:  George  Kilbourn,  Joseph  Wright,  L.  S. 

John  Goodrich,  Jr. 

1714,  Dec.  17.  GSR:  Eight  days  after  making  the  codicil  he  died,  and  is  buried  in  the  old  cemetery 
in  Wethersfield  where  a  stone  marks  his  grave  inscribed  as  follows:  ‘‘Here  ]  lyeth  the  |  body  of  Decon  | 
Joseph  Wright  ]  who  departed  1  this  life  the  17“'  1  day  of  December,  |  Anno  Dorn.  1714,1  aged  75  years.” 

1714/15,  Feb’y  5.  Vol.  IX,  p  22  P  Ct,  Hartford:  "Inventory  of  Deacon  Joseph  Wright’s  Estate: 


"/niprs  his  wearing  apparrell  £8-1 1-6;  mony  £10'3'8;  beds  &  bedding  £17  ....  £35-15-02 

Linnen  &  woolen  cloth  &  a  deer  skin  59s;  Chests,  books  &  cupboard  59s;  arms,  ammunition, 

saddle  &  old  iron  5s-10  ............  8-12-10 

long  table,  belt,  glass  bottles,  &  small  things  22s;  warming  pan,  stillairds,  &c  24s;  brass  &  pewter 

■f9'5-5 . 11-11-5 

household  Iron  ware  65S'3d;  wooden  ware  4£;  more  wooden  ware  13s-lld  ....  8-19-2 

Cart  boxes,  bands  &c  34s-10tf;  cart  wheels,  crosscutt  saw,  &c  45s-10d;  barley  &  flax  33s-9d  .  5-14-5 

Matheglin,  Molasses,  &c  29s-ld;  dry  casks.  Sacks  malt,  &c  33s-4d;  bees  wax,  Linnen  &  woolen 

yearn  14s-8d . 3-17-01 

Chain,  wheele,  &c  44s-ld;  Carpenters  &  Coopers  tools  55s;  2  plow  irons,  2  draught  Chains  & 

other  tackling  3s-4d  ............  8-18-5 

4  Swine  &c  68s-6d;  Cattle,  &c  1 1  £-2s-6d;  73  buslil  Indean  Corn  9£-2s-6d;  69  bush*  Oats  @  19d  pr  29-2-9 

4  bush*  wheat,  V/2  bush*  Pease  32s-6d;  Sundry  small  things  25s;  his  Lands  not  disposed  of  by 

deed  385£-10s  .............  387-7-6 


W*"  Burnham,  Tho.mas  Standish,  Samll  Wright  £499-18-9” 


1714/15,  Feb’y,  7.  Vol.  VIII,  p  234  P  Ct:  "Joseph  Wright  of  Colchester  and  Thomas  Wright  at 
Wethersfield  exhibit  the  will  of  their  late  father  Joseph  Wright  of  Wethersfield  deceased.  The  will  and 
codicil  approved.  ” 

CHILDREN 

(all  born  at  Wethersfield,  Conn.;  first  seven  by  1st  wife;  last  two  2d  wife) 

1.  MARY  b.  Apl.  15,  1665;  m.  Dec.  10,  1685,  Jacob  Griswold  (see  below) 

2.  ELIZABETH  b.  Nov.  18,  1667;  m.  Apl.  3,  1690,  John  Curtis  Jun’r;  she  d.  he  d.  Nov.  7,  1712,  a:  35  8  ch 

They  lived  in  Wethersfield  where  he  was  collector  1692  and  on  school  committee  1702.  He  left  inventory  of 
£1,004-15-09  including  negro  servant  Jacob. 

3.  CAPT.  JOSEPH  b.  Feb’y  14,  1669/70;  m.  May  21,  1701,  Mary  Dudley;  he  d.  Sept.  10,  1756,  ae  86  she  d.  6  ch 

Nov.  25,  1755,  ac  75 

They  lived  in  Wethersfield  where  he  was  collector  1698;  but  in  1706  they  were  in  Colchester,  Connecticut, 
owning  large  farm  in  the  latter  place.  Mary  Dudley  was  from  Guilford. 

4.  SARAH  b.  May  16,  1674;  m. - Hand.  They  were  of  Guilford,  Conn. 

5.  DEA.  THOMAS  b.  Jan’y  18,  1676/7;  m  (1)  Oct.  4,  1705,  Prudence  Deming  he  d.  Oct.,  1760,  ae  83  she  d.  1  ch 

Oct.  24,  1706,  ae  a  20 

He  m  (2)  Nov.  3,  1715,  Abigail  Churchill.  They  were  of  Wethersfield,  his  inventory  totalling  £1,765-05-00. 

“He  was  an  ideal  Citizen  of  the  time.” 

6.  JOHN  b.  May  19,  1679;  m.  July  4,  1706,  Mercy  Boardman;  he  d.  March  8,  1713/14,  ae  35  she  d.  4  ch 

He  was  a  collector  1706;  lister  1712  and  a  cordwainer  of  Rocky  Hill,  a  part  of  Wethersfield.  His  inventory  was 
£227-03-03.  She  m  (2) - Heacox. 

7.  JONATHAN  b.  June  18,  1681;  m.  Mch.  26,  1706,  Hannah  Rand;  he  d.  a  July,  1740,  ae  59  she  d.  aft  1724  9  ch 

They  were  residents  of  West  Farms,  Newington,  a  part  of  Wethersfield.  She  was  from  E.  Guilford.  He  m  (2) 

Anne - .  His  inventory,  £296-01-05. 

8.  DEA.  BENJAMIN  b.  Dec.  6,  1686;  m.  June  IS,  1719,  Hannah  Holmes  9  ch 

They  were  residents  of  Guilford  and  Rocky  Hill  where  he  was  hayward  1711  and  fence-viewer  1716. 

9.  NATHANIEL  b.  Oct.  16,  1688  m.  Mch.  20,  1712,  Ann  Deming;  he  d.  1775,  ae  87  she  d.  6  ch 

Talcott  calls  the  last  two  twins,  bom  Oct.,  1688.  Nathaniel  was  an  appraiser  of  impounded  cattle,  Jan’y,  1718/19 
at  Wethersfield. 
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LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Jacob  Griswold  b.  1660  m.  Mary  Wright  b.  1665 

Jacob  Griswold  b.  1690  m.  Comfort  Buck  b.  1692 

Capt.  Solomon  Buell  b.  1715  m.  Eunice  Griswold  b.  1721 

Ira  Buell  b.  1745  m.  Prudence  Deming  b.  1741 

Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 

Ozias  Buell  Bassettc  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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THE  WROTHAM  FAMILY 


SIMON  WROTHAM  b. _ 

SARAH -  m. _ 

b.  -  d.  Oct.,  16S9 

d.  Nov.  13,  1684 

1653,  Oct.  9.  Sarah  Wrotham  does  not  appear 
with  her  husband  as  he  joins  the  Church  in  Farm' 
ington  today.  It  is  possible,  however,  that  she 
was  not  married  at  this  time;  yet  we  do  not  find 
her  in  tiic  list  of  members  at  any  later  date,  and 
from  the  fact  that  she  is  not  listed  as  a  member  on 
the  church  list  of  Mch.  1,  1679.  80,  though  living, 
and  though  her  husband  is  listed,  we  conclude 
that  she  never  did  join  the  Church. 

1684,  Nov.  13.  Vol.  I,  p  2  rear,  L  R,  Farming- 
ton:  “Sarah  Wrotham  ye  wife  of  Mr.  Simon 
Wrotham  departed  her  Naturall  Life  on  ye  thir¬ 
teenth  of  Novembr  In  ye  yeare  one  thousand  si.xe 
hundred  aighty  &  foucr.”  This  is  five  years  before 
her  husband’s  demise.  Only  three  children  are 
named  in  her  husband’s  will  and  any  record  of 
their  births  was  burned  in  the  fire  of  1666.  So  also 
was  probably  lost  forever  any  record  of  Sarah’s 
wedding.  We  estimate  that  she  was  not  far  from 
fifty  years  of  age  when  death  overtook  her. 


1645-53.  P  59  Farmington  Hist  (1841):  The 
author  here  prints  a  list  of  forty-four  first  settlers 
of  the  town.  Following  this  is  a  list  of  thirty  other 
early  settlers  among  whom  Mr.  Simon  Wrotham 
is  listed.  It  is  probable  that  he  was  a  young  man 
just  reaching  manhood  at  this  time,  and  it  is  prob¬ 
able  that  he  had  just  come  from  England  without 
parents  or  kin.  There  appears  to  be  no  reference 
to  him  elsewhere.  Neither  have  we  any  idea  from 
where  he  came  in  England.  Perhaps  he  had 
brought  with  him  a  loome  or  at  least  the  trade  of 
a  weaver  for  his  will  and  inventory  and  the  ref¬ 
erence  in  the  will  to  his  “prentice’’  would  indicate 
that  he  plied  the  trade  of  weaving  as  well  as  that 
of  farming.  He  was  furthennore  a  gentleman  for 
the  term  “Mr.”  is  consistently  accorded  to  him 
among  the  very  few  bearing  this  title  in  Farming- 

ton.  1  hat  with  it  all  he  was  a  man  of  independent 
thought  is  evidenced  by  the  spirit  with  which  he 
disagreed  with  the  Church  at  Farmington  and 
then  carried  his  case  to  the  General  Court.  W'e  do 
not  know  when  he  married  Sarah,  but  concede 
that  circumstances  warrant  the  belief  that  he 
found  and  married  her  in  Farmington.  We  are, 

too,  deprived  of  the  knowledge  of  knowing  what,  if 


any,  town  offices  he  held  for  the  records  of  town 
elections  up  to  about  1680  have  been  lost.  Following  is  the  rambling,  but  effective,  style  in  which  the 
pastor  Roger  Newton,  or  John  Steele  the  registrar,  recorded  the  early  accessions  to  the  Church. 


1653,  Oct.  9.  Vol.  XI,  p  323  N  E  H  &  G:  “Joseph  Kellogg  and  his  wife,  and  Simon  Wrotham,  and  the 
wife  of  John  Hart,  and  the  wife  of  John  Wyatt,  was  joined  to  the  Church,  October  the  9^'',  1653.” 

1654,  May  18.  Vol.  II,  p  49  G  C:  At  the  General  Court  sitting  in  Hartford,  Simon  Wrotham  is  “mayd 
free,  among  seven  from  Farmington  so  made  today.  Under  the  Connecticut  Colony  Constitution  all 
fieemen  had  to  be  passed  upon  by  the  General  Court,  but  there  was  no  religious  qualification  attached 
to  the  franchise,  as  was  the  case  in  Massachusetts. 


1669,  Oct.  12.  Vol.  II,  p  512  G  C,  Ptd:  Simon  Wrotham’s  name  does  not  appear  on  the  census  roll  of 
freeman  of  Farmington  certified  to  this  date.  We  had  nine  other  ancestors  among  the  43  who  were  en¬ 
rolled.  Perhaps  he  was  away  on  a  long  visit,  perhaps  to  England.  This  would  seem  to  be  the  case  from 
the  proviso  in  the  land  record  of  1673  which  follows. 

1673,  Jan’y  5.  Vol.  I,  p  24  T  V:  “Att  the  same  Meeting  their  was  graunted  to  Simon  Wrotham,  the 

and  that  was  dew  to  Thomas  Hosmer,  according  to  the  Grand  levy  ’72  provided  the  said  Simon  settleth 
hear.” 

In  England  this  year  Parliament  passed  a  law  forbidding  any  one  speaking  ill  of  state  or  government. 
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In  the  Colonies  some  planters  may  have  grumbled  over  their  ratings  and  their  taxes  and  even  their  gov- 
ernors;  but  as  between  taxes  and  speech  under  Colony  freedom,  and  taxes  and  speech  under  Stuart  autoc' 
racy,  there  was  always  but  one  majority  choice  in  America. 

1673,  Nov.  18.  Vol.  I,  p  208  TV:  “A  Town  meeting  held  in  Ffarmington:  there  was  allso  granted  to 
Mr.  Simon  Wrotham  at  ye  same  time  that  proportion  of  land  at  the  Great  Swamp  fomierly  granted  to 
Thomas  Osmer  upon  ye  same  terms  that  the  Swamp  was  given  to  others  in  ye  town.” 

1673,  Nov.  18.  Vol.  I,  p  59  L  R:  “Land  in  farmington  bellonging  to  .Mr.  Simon  Wrotham  viz:  one  p’sell 
given  him  by  the  town  for  a  howse  Loot  contayning  by  estimation  twenty  acres  butting  to  ye  west  on 
the  high  waye,  and  south  allso  to  ye  mountayne  East,  to  a  highway  north. 

“One  p’sell  allso  given  him  at  the  Great  Swamp  of  18  acres . one  p’sell  given  him  by  the  towne 

of  thre  or  fowr  acers  called  bogy  meadow  ....  one  Jenuary  ye  first  1673  there  was  then  granted  to 
Mr.  Simon  Wrotham  To  come  down  with  his  twenty  acre  Loot  ....  one  Jenuary  ye  fifth  1673  there 
was  then  granted  to  Mr.  Simon  Wrotham  the  Land  that  was  due  to  thorn’  hosmer  according  to  ye  grand 
Lcavy  in  ye  year  1672  provided  he  settled  In  ye  towne.  All  these  p’ticulers  Taken  out  of  the  ould  towne 
booke  february  26,  1680  being  compared  with  the  same  by  me  William  Lewis  Register.” 

1673/4,  Jan’y  8.  Vol.  Ill,  p  366  L  R:  "The  list  of  estate  of  ffarmington  agreed  off  by  the  aforcsd 
Town  which  ye  common  Lands  shall  be  devided  by.”  Here  follow  the  84  proprietors  who  make  up  the 
standard  list  which  lasts  for  many  years.  The  36th  name  is  “Simon  Wrotham  on  Thomas  Osmer’s  acet. 
£068-00.”  This  means  that  Simon  Wrotham  had  bought  the  original  right  of  Thos.  Osmer. 

1674,  Oct.  19.  Vol.  I,  p  24  T  V:  “Att  the  same  meeting  it  was  graunted  to  Mr.  Simon  Wrotham  the 
sied  of  the  Mountain  on  the  East  sied  of  his  lott.” 

1675,  Oct.  3.  \oI.  XII,  p  329  N  E  H  &  G:  “Capt.  Lewis  and  Left  Steele  having  twice  forsaken  the 
Assembly;  and  turned  away  from  the  Church,  when  celebrating  the  Lord’s  Supper,  and  Mr.  Wrotham 
once,  -  the  Pastor  commended  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  Church,  what  was  duty  in  the  case.”  The 
same  day  it  was  voted,  “that  in  case  a  member  in  full  communion  shall  turn  away  from  the  supper,  and 
the  Church  in  the  celebrat  o  i  of  it  that  such  a  member  be  accountable,  or  shall  be  held  bound,  when 
called  on,  to  give  the  reason  of  his  so  doing.” 

1676,  May  1.  Vol.  1 1,  p  439  G  C,  Ptd:  The  Court  here  orders  as  many  volunteers  as  possible  in  Farm¬ 
ington  to  march  to  Hadley,  Mass.,  in  the  war  against  King  Philip.  In  his  “  Farmington  Soldiers  in  Colonial 
Wars”  Julius  Gay  makes  Mr.  Simon  Wrotham  a  soldier  in  this  war.  He  was  at  the  least  35  years  old  at 
this  time  while  son  Simon  was  probably  from  15  to  20.  From  this  alone  it  might  appear  that  son  Simon 
should  be  the  soldier,  but  since  Simon  Sen’r  was  granted  a  “soldier  lot”  and  willed  a  “soldier  lot”  to  his 
daughter  it  is  clear  that  the  honor  does  in  fact  belong  to  Simon  Sen’r. 

1679/80,  March  1.  Vol.  I,  p  16  C  R:  “Mr.  Wrotham”  is  seventeenth  on  the  Farmington  Church  list 
of  42  heads  of  families  who  were  members  in  full  communion.  In  this  connection  he  is  the  only  one  re¬ 
corded  with  the  title  of  “Air.”  The  minister  and  wife,  even,  in  this  list,  appear  as  plain  “Samuel  Hooker 
and  his  wife.” 

1682,  May  11.  Vol.  Ill,  p  134  G  C:  “Upon  the  motion  of  Air.  Simon  Rothom,  this  Court  doe  recom¬ 
mend  it  to  the  towne  of  Farmington  to  appraise  the  land  they  have  granted  to  sayd  Rutham,  one  acre, 
or  two  at  the  most,  as  house  lott,  -  the  other,  to  goe  at  the  price  of  other  upland  feilds  when  he 
improves  it.” 

1682,  Dec.  27.  Vol.  I,  p  18  T  V:  “At  ye  saem  meeting  their  was  given  to  Simon  Wrotham  a  fouer  acor 
lott  provided  he  do  within  fouer  years  paye  raets  for  it  at  term  shillings  ye  acor  or  els  its  to  return  to  ye 
Towne  again.” 

1684,  May  8.  Vol.  Ill,  p  154  G  C:  “Simon  Rotham  presenting  a  writeing  to  this  Court  which  he  calls 
a  motion,  which  he  as  he  hath  aledged  intended  to  procure  a  heareing  of  the  matter  between  him  and  the 
Church  of  Farmington,  the  Court  haveing  considered  the  writeing  find  it  so  unsuitable  to  the  end  pro- 
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pounded,  that  they  rejected  and  give  no  answer  to  it.”  Referring  to  this  action  and  that  following  the 
editor  of  the  General  Court  printed  record  points  to  the  action  of  1675  above,  dealing  with  absence  from 
communion,  as  the  cause  of  this  trouble  with  the  Church.  If  so  it  was  of  long  standing.  It  is  to  be  rc' 
gretted  that  the  final  outcome  is  not  of  record  so  far  as  we  can  find;  but  it  is  quite  probable  that  the 
Church  reinstated  him  and  so  ended  the  controv'ersy. 

1685,  Oct.  18.  P  171  Do:  ‘‘Simon  Wrothum  havcing  presented  to  this  Court  a  motion  wherein  he 
desired  that  this  Court  would  be  pleased  to  grant  that  the  Church  of  Farmington,  and  the  members  of 
the  councill  held  there,  might  appeare  before  this  Court  and  shew  the  reason  why  they  did  cast  him  out 
of  the  church,  the  one,  and  the  other  why  they  did  advise  to  it,  the  Court  haveing  considered  the  same 
doe  return  in  way  of  answer,  that  the  sayd  Wrothum  hath  presented  to  this  Court  a  paper  signed  by  the 
Honoured  Councill,  wherein  they  render  such  acco'  of  their  actions  as  at  p’sent  sattisfyes  the  Court.  The 
said  Rothum  haveing  made  no  charg  against  the  church  or  councill  for  male  administration,  they  doe 
see  no  cause  to  give  the  church  or  councill  any  trouble  to  appeare  before  them,  upon  such  a  motion  as 
Mr.  Wrothum  hath  made;  but  advise  sayd  Wrotham  to  a  serious  consideration  of  his  former  wayes,  and 
to  meet  the  church  with  suitable  sattisfaction,  and  doubt  not  but  the  Church  will  be  ready  to  heare 
whatsoever  shall  be  so  presented  to  them  according  to  law.” 

1686,  Nov.  23.  Vol.  V,  pp  14-15  C  C:  The  Last  will  cc  Testament  of  Simon  Wrotham  of  farmington, 
1689.  I  me  Simon  Wrotham  of  farmington  being  stricken  in  years  &  week  in  body  but  of  competent 
understanding  for  this  work  thinke  meete  to  state  that  Little  which  God  hath  given  mee  in  this  world 
at  a  stay:  I  doe  humbly  commit  my  spirit  into  the  hands  of  the  lord  Jesus  having  firm  confidence  that 
what  I  have  committed  to  him  shall  never  perish  in  this  world  nor  in  the  world  to  come  &  my  body  to 
a  Christian  Buriall. 

“Imprimis  I  give  to  my  daughter  Hofe’s  Children,  William  Hofe  &  Susannah  Hofe  &  Samuel  Hofe, 
my  Swamp  in  the  Great  Swamp  and  the  Upland  belonging  to  it  containing  in  all  40  acres  or  there  abouts 
together  with  my  22  acre  Lott  in  that  Division  that  abutts  upon  Wethersfield  Bounds,  Lyeing  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Highway  that  leads  to  Hartford,  which  parcell  is  specified  to  be  equally  divided  to  them. 

I  give  to  Susannah  Houfe  my  Brass  Kettle,  at  the  age  of  IS  years,  and  the  above  said  Susana  and  my 
daughter  Newell  to  have  the  Use  of  it  till  she  comes  to  that  age;  and  if  it  should  want  mending,  my 
daughter  to  get  it  well  mended  for  her.  And  I  leave  my  son  Samuel  Houfe  a  feolfee  in  Trust  to  see  my 
Will  performed  in  reference  unto  the  abovesd  Lands,  given  to  his  Children. 

Item.  I  give  to  my  daughter  Newell  the  north  end  of  my  Houselott,  together  with  my  House  namely 
from  the  north  corner  ne.\t  to  the  highway  &  so  fourty  rods  a  long  by  the  highway  southward  di  so  east¬ 
ward  up  to  the  top  of  the  mountaine  to  remayn  to  her  &  her  heirs  forever  not  hindering  convenient 
watring  he  being  inoffencive  to  her. 

‘‘Item  I  give  to  my  son  Simon  the  remaining  part  of  my  Houselott  lyeing  Sowthward  together  with 
the  side  of  the  mountaine  Lyeing  eastward  of  it  together  with  an  acre  &  a  halfe  or  thereabouts  lyeing  at 
the  sowthwest  corner  of  my  house  lott  to  remayn  to  him  &  his  heirs  forever. 

Item  I  give  to  my  son  Simon  a  4'acre  Lott  which  I  bought  of  Thomas  Richeson,  also  a  4-acre  Lott 
I  bought  of  Goodman  William  Higgenson. 

‘‘Item  I  bequeath  unto  my  daughter  Newall  a  soldier’s  Lott  containing  six  acres,  and  a  4'acre  Lott 
I  bought  of  Daniel  Warner. 

Item  I  give  to  my  son  Simon  all  the  Lands  belonging  to  me  lying  in  farmington  Bownds  granted  to 
me  in  the  deviseable  Lands  except  what  I  have  allready  disposed  of  to  him  &  his  heirs  forever  provided 
never  the  less  that  if  he  should  die  without  Issue  the  lands  given  to  him  should  fall  to  his  sister  Houfe  & 
his  sister  Newells  children  those  that  survive  of  them  to  be  equally  divided  amongst  them. 

”  Item  I  give  to  my  son  Simond  my  Loome  w'**  wire  reeds  together  with  other  teakling  belongs  to  them. 

I  give  to  my  son  Simon  my  young  Sow  &  young  Shoate  Itm  I  give  to  my  daughter  Newell  my  horse  & 
my  cowe.  Item  I  give  to  my  daughter  Newell  my  best  Bed  &  boulster  &  my  rugg  &  coverled  with  a 
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pewter  platter  with  SAW  a  milk  pan  Tuton  &  Butter  pott.  Item  I  give  to  my  son  Simond  my  other  Bed 
&  another  bed  with  what  belongs  to  them  &.  cotten  yarn  &  two  great  chescs  &  my  Iron  pot. 

“Item  1  give  to  my  daugliter  Newell  Two  Tubs  a  churn  a  barill  &  Two  truncks  dc  a  little  chayre  &  a 
payer  of  stilliards  Two  wheels  a  wollen  wheele  «Sc  a  lining  wheele.  Item  I  give  to  my  son  Simond  a  Barill 
all  ready  in  his  keep,  hods  &  chaise  Barill  Tubb  di  a  pewter  platter  a  great  milk  pan  &  a  little  pan  &  a 
Butter  pot  &  a  frying  pan  and  a  smale  kectle  &  thre  old  payles  oc  a  bctle  dc  two  small  wedges  &  a  halfe 
Bushel  &  a  Gun  dt  the  Bareli  of  a  Gun  &  old  Lock  of  a  Gun  d:  a  sword  already  in  his  custody  with  ammu¬ 
nition  Two  howes  a  thick  How  &  a  Thin  How  &  fire  shovel  d:  pot  Hookes  &  Tranch  dc  bill  Hooke  Two  axes 
a  broad  ax  &  smale  axe  a  pick  axe  a  chasons  chissell  a  marking  lorn.  Item  I  give  to  my  daughter  Newell 
Two  howes  a  thick  how  and  a  thin  how  an  axe  a  new  broad  axe  besides  d:  what  other  moveables  remayne 
not  mentioned  to  be  equally  divided  between  Simond  &  my  daughter  Newell  e.xcepting  a  grubbing  howe 
marke  with  R,  I  give  to  my  daughter  Newell,  dt  my  will  is  that  my  son  &  daughter  Newell  shall  dis¬ 
charge  all  my  debts  nambling  sen  Simond  Wrotham.  I  make  my  Trusty  dt  well  beloved  friends  Samuel 
Cowles  dt  John  Tompson  over  seers  of  this  my  last  will  dt  Testament. 

“Item  I  give  to  my  son  Simond  my  Cloake.  I  will  that  the  rest  of  my  wearing  cloathes  to  be  made 
suitable  for  my  prentice  to  weare,  and  I  give  to  my  Prentice  boy  my  Hanger  or  short  Sword.  I  give  my 
prentice  to  my  son  Simon,  in  case  he  use  him  as  an  apprentice  ought  to  be  used,  all  his  time  e.xcept  three 
first  sumers  I  give  him  to  my  daughter  Newell  -  from  the  1“'  of  April  to  the  1st  of  November,  annually, 
for  3  years;  &  in  case  Simon  doe  not  use  him  well,  1  assigne  him  wholly  to  my  daughter  Newell  &  her 
Children. 

“Now  I  make  my  son  Simond,  &  my  son  Newell,  &  my  daughter  &  their  Children,  Thomas  &  Simon 
Newell,  Executors. 

Witness:  Tho.mas  X  Newell  Senr,  Simo.n  Wrotham,  LS.” 

Samuel  Cowles,  John  To.mpson. 

1689,  May  20.  Vol.  V,  p  1  C  C:  “Mr.  Rutham  complayning  of  Towenquachen  for  breaking  into  his 
house  &  takeing  a  pott  of  cyder  which  was  owned  by  him  is  fyned  15  shillings.’’ 

1689,  Oct.  Simon  Wrotham’s  death,  like  many  others  in  the  early  days,  was  not  recorded  at  Farming- 
ton.  If  we  assume  that  he  was  21,  at  the  time  of  being  made  a  freeman,  he  would  now  be  fifty  six  years 
old.  Probably  this  is  close  to  the  fact. 

1689,  Nov.  5.  Vol.  V,  p  15  C  C:  “An  Inventory  of  the  estate  of  m^  Wrotham  deceased: 


House  &  Homsteed  forty  pownds  ...........  £40-00-00 

Beding  &  bedsteed  .............  00-11-02 

Wooden  ware  Truncks  chests  &  oyr  things  .........  03-01-00 

Iron  ware  plow  &  lorns  &  oy  tools  ..........  03-06-06 

Brass  puter  &  other  houshold  things  ..........  04-02-00 

Boards  &  shingles  1  cow  &  calfe  swine  ..........  09-10-00 

arms  &  amunition  .............  03-00-00 

Looms  &  reeds  02-10-00 

Land  at  the  great  swamp  &  divission  against  Weathersfield  ......  30-00-00 

Other  lands  as  4  acre  Lots  &  outwood  lands  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  29-00-00 

Books  &  wearing  Cloath  ............  06-10-00 

Sheep  stilliards  rug  &  chaire  03-17-06 

debts  due  to  the  estate  08-00-00 


Apprized  by  us:  John  Tompson  £143-08-02” 

Daniel  Porter 


1689,  Nov.  6.  P  4  Do:  “At  a  County  Court  held  at  Hartford  by  adjournmt  from  Sept.  5,  1689:  The 
Last  will  &  Testament  of  Simon  Wrotham  with  an  Inventory  of  his  Estate  was  e.xhibited  in  Court  proved 
&  approved  by  the  Court  &  ordered  to  be  recorded.” 

1694,  Nov.  14.  P  76  Do:  “Arthur  Scovell  plntf:  Simon  Rothum  of  farmington  as  executor  to  the  last 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


will  &  Testament  of  Simon  Rothum  his  father  deceased  defendant  in  an  action  of  the  case  for  non  perform¬ 
ance  of  an  Indenture  according  to  the  Tenure  of  the  Indenture  to  the  damage  of  fifty  pownds  w'^'drawn.” 

1722,  Ju^  12.  P  3S9  S’th’n  Hist:  On  this  date,  thirty  three  years  after  his  death,  the  distriburion  of 
the  South  Division  in  Southington,  as  ordered  surveyed  in  1672,  is  now  made  to  the  84  proprietors  of 
Farmington  then  living.  .Most  of  these  were  now  represented  by  their  heirs.  Each  lot  is  412  Rods  in 
length  east  and  west.  “Mr  Wrethum”  drew  Lot  12,  which  was4S-J  rods  in  breadth,  containing  126}  acres. 

1728,  Dec.  15.  P  391  Do:  The  Shuttle  Meadow  Division  was  laid  out  by  the  Proprietors  Committee 
at  this  time  to  the  same  84  proprietors.  Lot  42  went  to  “S.  Wrothum  on  Osmer’s  right.  ”  It  was  13  rods 
6  feet  broad  and  contained  51f  acres. 


1741,  July  1.  Vol.  XllI,  p  93  P  Ct,  Hartford:  “Whereas,  Simon  Wrotham  of  Farmington,  decca‘:ed 
did  in  and  by  his  last  Will  &  Testament  give  to  his  son  Simon  Wrotham  several  peices  or  parcels  of  Land 
in  sd  Farmington,  and  ordered  that  if  his  sd  son  Simon  died  without  issue  that  then  the  sd  Lands  so  given 
should  descend  to  his  sister  Hough’s  &  his  sister  Newell’s  Children,  some  of  the  Executors  named  hi  sd 
Will  now  being  deceased  and  the  others  refuseing  to  Dist.  &  divide  sd  Lands  to  sd  Heirs  according  to  sd 
Will,  Whereupon  Jonathan  Lewis  of  sd  Farmingtown,  being  married  to  Elizabeth  Newell,  one  of  the 
heirs  to  sd  Simon  in  Right  of  his  wife,  moves  to  this  Court  that  Freeholders  may  be  appointed  to  Dist. 
or  divide  sd  Lands  to  &  among  the  heirs  of  his  sd  sister  Hough’s  and  his  sister  Newell’s  Children,  to  be 
equally  divided  among  them,  whereupon  this  Court  do  appoint  &  impower  Capt.  Thomas  Curtiss,  Deacon 
Anthony  Judd  &  Mr.  Joseph  Smith  of  sd  Farmington,  or  any  2  of  them,  to  divide  sd  Lands  accordingly, 
being  first  sworn  as  the  law  directs,  &  make  return  of  their  doings  to  this  Court.” 


1. 

2. 


3. 


CHILDREN 

(all  born  in  Farmington  but  not  recorded) 
m.  Nov.  5,  1679,  Thomas  Newell  (see  below) 


m.  Nov.  25,  1679.  Samuel  Hough;  she  d.  Sept.  5,  16S4  he  d.  Mch.  14.  1714,  se  61  3  ch 


ELIZABETH  b. 

SUSAN.NAH  b.  - 

1  hey  lived  at  Norwich  &  Wallingford,  where  as  a  millwright  he  went  to  assist  in  constructing  the  first  mill 
there.  Note  that  the  two  sisters  married  in  the  same  month.  He  was  born  at  New  London  Mch.  9,  4652/  3. 

He  m  (2)  at  Saybrook  Aug.  18,  1635,  Mary  Bates  of  HadJam  and  had  2  children  there.  2  ch 

SIMON  b. - ;  he  d.  Jan’y  1694/5,  ae  a  35  to  40 

He  lived  in  Farmington,  but  he  never  married  and  with  him  the  name  became  extinct. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Thomas  Newell  b.  1650  m.  Elizabeth  Wrotham  b. - 

Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis  b.  1697  m.  Elizabeth  Newell  b.  1694 

Adonijah  Lewis  b.  1722  m.  Mary  Bronson  b.  1743 

Amos  Richards  b.  1759  m.  Lydia  Lewis  b.  1763 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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Maria  30,  39. 

Maria  E.  30. 

Martha  10,  14,  17,  22,  23. 

Mary  1,  6,  9-11,  14-20,  22,  23,  29, 
219-221. 


Mary  A.  32,  53. 

Mary  C.  30. 

Mary  E.  31, 32,  34,  35,  39,  43,  53,  55, 
57-59,61,63,180. 

Mary  H  43,  53. 

Mary  J.  30. 

Massa  23. 


,  Mehitablc  23-25,  32,  44,  49,  180,  161, 
241. 

Mercy  22. 

Merritt  G.  30. 

Milton  H.  32,  35,  43,  45,  47,  48,  51, 
53,  54.  57-59,  61-  63,  275. 

Naomi  19. 

Narcena  29. 


--  Nathan  15,  16,  19,  20,  22-30,  32,  34, 
35,  44,  49,  55,  ISO,  181,  241. 
Nathaniel  6,  7,  10,  12,  633. 

Nelson  B.  37,  43,  48,  51,  53. 

Old  587. 


Ozias  Bueil  23,  24,  27.  28,  30-53,  55, 
56,  60,  63,  6-1,  270,  274,  281. 

Ozias  Burdett  35,  53. 

Paul  D.  30. 

Penelope  17,  18. 

Peter  1. 

Philip  30. 

Phoebe  23. 


Prudence  35,  43,  51,  53. 

Ralph  (Lord)  1. 

Robert  585. 

Rosie  A.  53. 

Roy  D.  43,  60,  62,  63,  65,  66. 

Ruth  7,  14,  16,  17,  19,  53. 

Ruth  C.  43,  66. 

Sadie  43,  53. 

Samuel  19,  22-24. 

Samuel  B.  43,  53. 

Samuel  F.  25,  28,  30,  55. 

‘  Samuel  M.  23. 

Sarah  6,  14,  15-17,  19,  22,  704,  705. 
Screno  B.  29. 

Seth  17. 

Solomon  17,  19. 

Sophia  30. 

Thankful  17,  18. 

Thomas  i. 

Thomas  (Sir)  1. 

Thursiine  de  i. 

Thurston  53. 


Bassett  -  CouhnueJ 
William  1-11,  13-25,  27-30,  32,  39, 
53.  55,  219,  221,  295,  315,  574-577, 
629-631,  704. 


William  B.  37,  43,  48,  51,  53. 
William  D.  30. 

William  H.  30. 

William  N.  30. 

William  R.  1. 


Bate,  Joseph  198. 

Bates,  George  634. 

James  638. 

Mary  834. 

Robert  748. 

Batle,  Jane  358. 

Battell,  Barnabe  675,  709,  710. 
Battey,  H.  P.  262. 

Beacham,  Robert  553. 

Beal,  Mary  14. 

Samuel  14. 

Beamand,  John  334. 

Susan  334. 

Beatty,  Ambrose  46. 

Beauchamp,  John  259. 

Bechous,  William  186. 

Beckley,  Ann  228,  231. 

Benjamin  404. 

Catherine  495. 

Hannah  228,  229. 

John  229. 

Martha  402. 

Richard  369. 

Beckwith,  Abigail  148. 

Benjamin  243. 

George  240. 

Flannah  195. 

James  148. 

Matthew  195,  531,  532. 

Nathaniel  132. 

Sarah  132. 

Bedle  (Mr)  709. 

Robert  304. 

Beebe,  Bridget  132. 

Capt.  440. 

John  471. 

Jonathan  132. 

Mary  156. 

William  198. 

Beecher,  Isaac  802. 

Lyman  (  Rev)  25. 

Widow  667. 

Behrends,  A.  J.  (Rev)  VI. 

Belcher,  Andrew  232. 

Jonathan  399. 

Beldcn  )  Daniel  463. 

Belding  >Eidwin501. 

Baylding  I  Hiram  40,  43,  45. 

Horace  270. 

John^l52,  340,  346,  349,  374,  375, 
377. 

Jonathan  350,  376,  504,  622,  823. 
Josiah  155. 

Katherine  B.  30. 

Keziah  377. 

Mabel  377. 

Martha  23. 

Mary  230,  344,  777,  823. 

Patience  377. 

Richard  226. 


Bclden  1 

I3e!ding  {-Continued 
Baylding  j 
Sarah  377. 

William  225,  230. 

Bell,  Abraham  90. 

Elizabeth  93,  217,  218. 

Esther  90,  93,  522,  791. 

Hannah  93. 

James  90-93,  215,  289,  290,  522,  587, 
667,  791,  792. 

Jane  93. 

John  92,  93. 

Joseph  92,  93. 

Mary  93. 

Nathaniel  93,  290. 

Sarah  93. 

Thomas  74,  687. 

Bellingham  (Mr)  779. 

Richard  (Gov)  117,  427,  522. 

Bement,  James  439,  478. 

Martha  433. 

Thomas  588. 

Widow  430. 

Bemis,  James  364. 

Mary  364,  367. 

Rebecca  364. 

Sarah  360,  364. 

Benedict,  James  88. 

Sarah  88. 

Bcnham,  John  589. 

Beimctt  )  (Goodman)  129. 

Bennet  /Henry  189,  190. 

James  757. 

Johanne  711. 

John  414. 

Sarah  189,  190. 

Benton,  Andrew  545,  694,  696,  697. 
Anne  697. 

Dorothy  695. 

Ebencrer  614. 

Hannah  694,  696,  697. 

John  695. 

Joseph  695. 

Mary  695. 

Samuel  695,  696. 

Berkeley,  William  (Sir)  770. 

Berncrd  —  see  Barnard. 

Berry,  Thomas  302. 

Beryffe,  Thomas  529. 

Besbccch,  Thomas  5,  577,  630. 

Bethonie,  Thomas  302. 

Betryche,  Als  526. 

Bett,  Ralph  798. 

Betts  1  John  141. 

Bettes  /  Peter  454,  456. 

Bewley,  John  334. 

Bidwell  \  Anna  248,  249. 

Bidwall  Hannah  249,  759. 

Henry  L.  57. 

John  544. 

Richard  249. 

Bienville,  Jean  Baptiste  720. 

Bigelow,  Jonathan  343,  355,  374. 

Bigge,  Sniallhope  665. 

Biggs,  Jeremy  708. 

Margaret  708. 

Billingalle,  George  764. 
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Billings,  Daniel  163. 

Hcpribah  163. 

Martha  22. 

Bills,  Nabby  273. 

Bines,  Mary  53. 

Birch,  Francis  664. 

Katherine  66^. 

Bird  ]  James  146,  397,  6B4. 

Burd  Monathan  412. 

Byrd  j  Joseph  415,  456,  742. 

Lydia  6S4. 

Mehitable  412,  569. 

Samuel  767. 

Thomas  146,  766. 

Birge,  Daniel  256,  438. 

Deborah  438. 

Henry  W.  (Col)  57. 

Joseph  176. 

Bishop,  Anna  696. 

Annis  26. 

Ebenezer  503. 

Hannah  591. 

James  591,  592. 

John  204,  206,  528,  667. 

Mr.  591. 

Zachary  528. 

Bissell  \  Abigail  100-104,  253,  438." 
By.ssyll  }  Bcnajah  104. 

Daniel  614. 

Deborah  103,  104. 

Dorothy  100. 

Elizabeth  94,  103,  104. 

Hannah  103,  104. 

Isaac  3S0,  381. 

Isabel  100. 

Jacob  103,  104,  256,  328,  330,  658. 
John  94-104,  159,  161,  253,  254.  437, 
470,  481,  510,  511,  518,  519,  609, 
648,  686.  736,  769. 

Joshua  103,  104,  256. 

Joyce  98,  100. 

Mary  98,  lOO,  102-104,  163,  253,  254, 
256,  32&-330. 

Mindwell  ICO. 

Nathaniel  96-102,  519,  657. 

Samuel  25,  97.  98,  100-104.  253,  254, 
256,  323,  32S,  438,  481,  519,  769, 
822. 

Sarah  518. 

Thomas  94,  97-102,  252. 

Blacke,  John  316. 

Blacklcach,  John  742,  780. 

Mr.  827. 

Blacksoll,  Mary  539. 

Blackwell,  John  316. 

Blage,  Henry  772. 

Blaarovc,  Elizabeth  72,  77. 

N.  72.  77. 

Nathaniel  793. 

Blake,  Abigail  759. 

Buell  27. 

Elder  59. 

Hubert  (Mr  &  Mrs)  618. 

T  John  757,  759. 

Sarah  759. 

William  426. 

Blakeley,  Grace  766,  767. 

John  766,  767, 

Blaktman  )  Adam  (Rev)  440. 

B'akman  ?  Doiothy  550,  555. 
Blackman  J  Eber.ezer  556. 


Blakeman ) 

Blakman  j-- Continued 
Blackman  J 
John  556. 

Joseph  556. 

Mr.  305. 

BIas.se,  Robert  526. 

Blatchley,  Aaron  308. 

Sarah  303. 

Blaxston,  W'illiam  724. 

Blinn,  Charles  D.  57. 

Bliss,  Mary  438,  579. 

Nathaniel  582. 

Samuel  584. 

Thomas  579. 

Blossom,  Ann  629,  630. 

Peter  315,  630,  631. 

Thomas  629,  630. 

Boardman  1  Daniel  172,  376-378. 
Bordman  /  Hepzibah  355. 

Isaac  354. 

Israel  375. 

Malxtl  376. 

Mehitable  244. 

Mercy  828. 

Moses  232. 

Samuel  691. 

Sarah  341,  344,  691. 

Thomas  344,  346. 

Bole>Ti,  Anne  (Queen)  297,  298,  663. 
Boigway,  Francliway  756. 

Bolten,  William  541. 

Boltwood,  Samuel  487. 

Sarah  484-487,  518,  520. 

Bompass,  Edward  575. 

Bond  (Mrs)  590. 

Nicholas  542. 

Sarah  542. 

Bonner,  John  232,  303. 

Susan  302,  303. 

Bontccou,  Mary  356. 

Peter  356. 

Boosey,  Alice  106-109,685,  689. 

Esther  111. 

Hannah  110,  111. 

James  106-111,  152,  369,  372,  647, 
679,  685,  688. 

Joseph  107-111. 

Mary  110,  111,  682,  684-636. 

Sarah  110,  111. 

Booth,  Anna  495. 

Elisha  500. 

Nathan  273,  499. 

Nelson  30. 

Robert  399,  420,  495. 

Salome  270,  505. 

Samuel  34,  273. 

Sophia  30. 

Thankful  502. 

Thomas  503. 

Walter  H.  30. 

Borden,  John  186,  192. 

William  197. 

Bording,  Abigail  544. 

Nathaniel  544. 

Bordish,  Robert  676. 

Boreman,  Daniel  155. 

Nathaniel  827. 

Richard  155. 


Boreman  -  Continued 
Samuel  225,  226,  338,  750,  784,  619 
William  699. 

Borflete,  Ann  525. 

Robert  525. 

Borrougs  (Mr)  463. 

Borrowes,  Samuel  106. 

Boseman,  William  205. 

Boston,  Samuel  668. 

Bosvillc  (Mr)  778. 

Bosworth,  Ann  466. 

Bottell  —  sec  Battell. 

Bourne,  ElizaJjeth  359,  787. 

Henry  631. 

Bouton  1  Abigail  53’5,  536. 

Bowton  /  Alice  539,  531. 

John  5il,  535,  536. 

Mary  536.  " 

Ruth  534. 

Bow,  Mary  758,  759. 

Samuel  758,  759. 

Bowcher,  John  390,  420. 

Bower,  Nathaniel  671. 

Bowers,  Henry  C.  (Mrs)  60. 

Morgan  186. 

William  36. 

Bowles,  Sarah  709. 

Bowtellc,  James  797,  798. 

Sarah  797,  798. 

Boxer,  Salmon  202. 

Brace,  Daniel  612,  613. 

Joel  (Rev)  272. 

Brackett,  Elizabeth  644. 

Mary  644. 

Mr.  716,  730,  807. 

Peter644,  806. 

Bracy,  John  139. 

Braden,  Mary  488. 

Bradford  (Mr)  315. 

(Rev  Mr)  59. 

Thomas  190. 

William  (Gov)  2,  4,  6,  576,  577,  629, 
725. 

Bradley,  Abigail  370. 

Abraham  178,  180. 

Anne  370. 

Hester  370,  372. 

James  149. 

Mary  370. 

Mr.  62,  372. 

Bradstreet,  Anne  245. 

Mr.  427. 

Simon  (Gov)  245. 

Brainard  \  Abner  201. 

Braner  j  Daniel  197,  200,  638. 
Deborah  200. 

Elizabeth  199,  201. 

Joshua  639. 

Noadiah  198. 

Sarah  200. 

Brandegee,  Jacob  S.  37. 

Branke,  Abigail  769. 

John  769. 

Brankerton,  John  249. 

Bratcher,  Austen  182. 

Brattle  )  (Capt)  227. 

Bra  tell  /Thomas  120,  227. 

William  (Rev)  232. 
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Jud  /  Amzi  626. 
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475,  480,  490,  498,  687,  690,  742. 
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Mary  392,  421,  483,  485-487,  512, 
683,  685. 
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Anna  691. 
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Esther  466. 
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Juel,  Joseph  808. 
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Kaly  (Goodman)  362. 
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Kay  (Capt)  78. 
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John  760. 
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Josiah  410,  411,  627. 
Mary  360,  381. 

Naomi  139. 

Sarah  138,  139,  344. 
Kilby,  Tom  273. 

Kilcup,  Abigail  488. 
Kimberly  Abraham  338. 
Kimberlye  I  (Brother)  5S7. 
Elearer  108,  109,  370. 
Ruth  356. 

Samuel  355. 

Thomas  354-356. 


Kimbould,  Richard  508. 
King,  Daniel  73. 
Edward  465. 

John  21,  22,  294,  295. 
Margaret  715. 
Mindwell  548. 
Nehcmiah  18. 

Sarah  597,  598. 
Widow  526. 


Kingman,  Henry  424. 

Kingsbury,  Abraham  454-456. 
Agnes  453,  454. 

Alice  451,  456,  457. 

Alys  451,  452. 

Anne  455-457. 

Bridget  456. 

Cicely  453. 

Crysiyan  451,  452. 
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Elizabeth  455,  456,  466. 
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Henry  454-457,  461. 
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Rachel  454,  455. 
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Thomas  454-457. 

Widow  454,  455,  463. 

Kingsley,  Charles  241. 

^  Kinney,  Joanna  542. 

Kipling,  Rudyard  (poet)  483. 
Kirby,  John  153. 

Joseph  153. 

Mary  151. 

Sarah  230. 

William  643. 

Kirkham,  John  H.  38,  49. 

Kitchell,  Margaret  665,  666. 

Robert  204-207,  665,  666. 

Knachebull,  Anne  661,  662. 

Joan  661,  662. 

Richard  661,  662. 

Kncwstuble,  Joanna  708. 

Mr.  708. 


Knight,  John  541. 

Richard  542. 

Labouisse,  Edith  246,  281. 

Lackland,  Bertha  W.  53. 

Edgar  C.  53. 

Ladd  (Mr)  361. 

Lafayette  (Marquis  de)  263. 

Lake,  Thomas  75,  778. 

Lambe,  Richard  706,  707. 

Lambert,  John  704. 

Lamberton,  Desire  €68. 

George  669. 

Hannah  668,  788. 
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Landers,  George  M.  47. 

Landon,  Daniel  380. 

Lydia  175. 

Lane,  Anne  22. 

Cornelia  281. 

Ephraim  22. 

John  168,  755. 

Langdon  )  Abigail  619. 

Lank  ton  /  (Deacon)  489. 

John  261-263,  739. 

Martha  348. 

Mary  489. 

Mercy  33,  261. 

Samuel  406. 

Sarah  261,  413. 

Thomas  619. 

Timothy  (Rev)  261. 

Lange,  Thomas  (Dr)  661. 

Langham,  Mary  644. 

Lantersee,  Anne  300. 

Lanion,  John  135. 

Lapham,  Elizabeth  6. 

Lydia  6. 

Mary  1,  6,  10,  11. 

Thomas  6. 

Lark,  John  334,  335. 

Susan  334,  335. 

La  Salle  (Sieur  de)  327,  794. 

Latham,  Robert  11. 

Lathrop  )  Barnabas  318. 

Laythrop  i  (Capt)  326. 

John  319,  630. 

Joseph  317. 

Hannah  319,  744. 

Lattimore  1  John  374,  751. 
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Lattin,  Abigail  370,  372. 

Ann  370. 

Mr.  372. 

Laud  (Archbishop)  94,  382,  435,  558. 
Law,  Richard  243. 

Lawrence,  Elizabeth  409. 

J.  504. 

Mr.  811. 

Lawson,  Christopher  783. 

Lawton,  William  C.  66. 

Lay,  Edward  129,  242,  243. 

John  187,  189,  194,  243. 

Joseph  241. 

Mercy  239,  241. 


Lea,  Robert  530. 

Learning,  Abigail  758,  759. 

Jeremiah  758,  759,  761. 

Lear,  Maud  Marguerite  81-83. 
Lechford,  Thomas  643. 

Lecky,  William  E.  18,  704. 

Lee,  Abigail  347. 

Betty  532. 

Elizabeth  494. 

Harriet  S.  37,  43,  53. 

Isaac  347,  486. 

Isaac  (Col)  273,  280,  347,  408,  411, 
494,  497-500. 

Isaac  S.  43,  45,  53,  394,  411. 

Jane  599. 

John  129,  193,  391,  394,  407,  500. 
Jonathan  407. 

Josiah  411,  412,  498,  499,  621,  622, 
624. 

Julia  E.  35,  41,  43,  45,  47,  48,  51,  53, 
94,  158,  394. 

Lorenzo  P.  33. 

Louise  43,  53. 

Mary  43,  389-391,  393,  569. 

Mary  E.  53. 

Polly  273. 

Rhoda  599. 

Robert  E  (Gen’l)  61. 

Samuel  192. 

Stephen  403-406,  494,  495,  622. 
Tabitha  347,  408. 

Thomas  187,  269,  274. 

Leete  \  Andrew  204. 

Lect  J  (Gov)  207,  785. 

John  204,  207. 

Mary  207. 

Mr.  339. 

William  204-207. 

LefTingwell  (Sergt)  417. 

Thomas  390,  420. 

Legatt,  Thomas  (Sir)  451. 

Leight,  Cecelia  1,  2.  _ 

Leisler,  Jacob  218. 

Leman,  Alice  300. 

Leonard,  Elijah  221. 

George  291. 

Jacob  294. 

James  90,  91. 

Joanna  221. 

John  581. 

Joseph  755,  757. 

Samuel  12,  220. 

Sarah  293,  579,  581. 

Thomas  14,  211,  216-218. 

Le  Roy,  Abigail  D.  282. 

James  282. 

Jane  282. 

John  282. 

Newbold  282. 

Leslie,  Rose  1. 

Lester,  John  652. 

Leveral,  John  (Gen’l)  117. 

Leverett,  John  (Gov)  119. 

Leverich,  William  4. 

Levett,  Mary  798. 
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JedcJiah  130,  391. 

John  273,  430,  645,  765. 
Lois  171,  175. 
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Mary  391,  493. 

Mercy  163,  330. 
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Stephen  175. 
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Stuart  John  43,  53. 

John  L.  43,  53. 

Julia  M.  53. 
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Ruth  McEnnery  55. 
Studson  (Cornet)  315. 
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Sumner,  Ilezekiah  758. 
Samuel  794. 

William  287,  443. 
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John  311. 
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John  15,  16,  703,  704. 
Jonathan  15,  16. 

Joseph  15,  16,  20,  703-705. 
Mercy  704,  705. 

Peter  15,  16,  703,  704. 
Rebecca  704. 

Sarah  14,  15,  20,  704. 
William  15,  16,  703-705. 

Swett,  Hannah  540. 

Stephen  540. 

Swift,  Ada  De  W.  30. 
Barbara  30. 

Beatrice  30. 

Bertha  H.  30. 

Clarissa  30. 

Eunice  25,  181. 
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Grace  30. 

Helen  26,  30. 

Helen  T.  24. 
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Katherine  B.  30. 

Morton  30. 

Orlando  26,  30. 

Philo  25,  181. 
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Swift  -  Continued 
Talmadge  30. 

Wilkie  30. 

Swinock,  Mary  666. 

Swinton,  William  300,  455. 
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Taft,  Daniel  719. 

Rachel  722. 

William  H  (Pres)  65,  722. 

Tailer,  William  791. 

Tainter,  Joanna  326. 

Michael  103. 

Talcott  )  Anna  385. 

Taylcott  v  Anne  684,  708-711,  764. 
Talcoat  j  (Colonel)  481. 

Dorothy  711. 

Elizur  (Maj)  502. 

Erne  708. 

Grace  707,  708,  710-712. 
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Joanna  708. 

John  107,  108,  134,  209,  416,  468- 
470,  645,  648,  675,  678,  680,  681, 
685,  687,  706-712,  764,  765,  785, 
786. 

Joseph  615,  826. 

Joseph  (Gov)  353,  617. 

J.  (Judge)  255. 

Margaret  708. 

Marie  706,  708,  710,  711. 

Mary  709,  711. 

Rachael  675,  709-711,  764. 

Robert  706-709,  711. 

Samuel  109,  227-230,  307,  341,  351, 
370,  371,  373,  6S6,  688-690,  736, 
819,  822. 

Sarah  675,  709,  710,  712. 

Thomas  (Rev)  707,  708. 

Talmadge,  Clarissa  26,  30. 

Frances  30. 

George  P.  26,  27,  30. 

Helen  30. 

Laura  30. 

Thomas  397. 

Tannack,  Thomas  571. 

Tanner,  John  190.-- 
Rachael  190. 

Sarah  74.  ' 

William  74. 

Tapp,  Jane  754. 

Tappen,  James  758. 

John  416. 

Tapping,  Richard  115. 

Taps  (Mr)  474. 

Taylor,  Elizabeth  664,  665. 

Franklin  B.  28. 

Isaac  242. 

James  (Rev)  499. 

Mercy  156. 

Temple,  Mary  521. 

Thomas  74. 

Tendring,  Thomas  708. 
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Terrey  /  Joseph  160. 

Lieut.  481. 

Phoebe  23. 

Samuel  582. 

Sarah  433. 

Timothy  266. 


Thatcher,  Peter  (Rev)  15,  666,  704,  719. 
Thomas  666. 


Thayer  Abigail  294,  721,  722. 

Thaire  I  Anne  714. 

Thare  ’  Benjamin  718-720. 

Tayer  Christina  A.  79. 

Daniel  719-722. 

David  718,  719. 

Deborah  294,  721,  722. 

Deliverence  714. 

Ebenezer  294,  719-722,  733,  806,  808. 
Elizabeth  718. 

Esther  722. 

Ferdinando  424,  713-720,  728-731, 
789,  806-808. 

Hannah  293,  294,  424,  715,  719,  721, 
722. 

Huldah  424,  714,  715,  718. 


Isaac  719-722. 

Jerusha  722. 

Joanna  217. 

Jonathan  718,  720. 

Josiah  718-720. 

Lemuel  294,  718. 

Margery  713-715,  789. 

Martha  294,  719-722,  733. 

Mary  714,  718,  719,  722,  733 
Mercy  719. 

Naomi  718. 

Nathaniel  794. 

Oliver  294,  718. 
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Rachel  722. 

Richard  713. 

Samuel  717,  718,  720. 

Sarah  424,  715,  718,  719. 

Susan  60. 

Sydrach  714. 

Thomas  713,  714,  716,  718,  720,  789 


Uriah  720-722. 
William  424,  571,  715. 


Thom  (Rev  Mr)  68. 

Thomas  (Capt)  7. 

Ephraim  617. 

John  407. 

Mr.  10. 

Nathaniel  314. 

Ruth  10. 

Sarah  603. 

Thompson  1  Abigail  722. 

Thomson  /  Amyes  724. 

Anne  414,  415,  734-738,  781,  787. 
Beatrice  737-739. 

Benjamin  732,  733. 

^therine  754. 

Charity  733. 

Daniel  742. 

David  724-726,  732,  733. 

Dorothy  733. 

Ebenezer  733,  744. 

Elizabeth  94,  389,  495,  739,  743. 
Esther  419,  735,  739. 

Hannah  732,  733,  744. 

Isaac  178. 

James  740,  744. 

John  183,  393,  395,  396,  402,  403, 
418,  426,  481,  484,  556,  568,  691, 
715-717,  722,  725-733,  726.737, 
739-744,  755,  757,  806-808,  833. 
Joseph  594,  740,  744. 
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Thompson  \  QnWhmcd 
Thomson  ' 

Mchitable  424,  730. 

Nathaniel  744. 

Ruth  743. 

Samuel  568,  714,  733,  738,  740,  743, 
744. 


Sarah  726,  729,  730,  732,  733. 
Susannah  733. 

Thankful  730.  608. 

Thomas  136,  386,  387,  389,  393,  414, 
415,  418,  550,  J34-743,  781,  787. 
William  (Rev)  754. 

Woodland  731-733. 


Thornton,  Robert  290,  292. 
Thorpe,  Alice  575. 

John  575. 

Thrall  \  Amy  616. 

Trail  /  Timothy  163,  362. 

William  159,  162,  165. 
Thrasher,  John  216,  217,  794. 
Mercy  216-218. 

Olive  814. 

Richard  814. 

Thurston,  Daniel  542. 

Mr  (Magician)  61. 

Tibbet  (Mrs)  303. 

William  303. 


Todd,  Joshua  76. 
Tiffany,  Elizabeth  132. 
Tildcn,  Frances  425. 
Joseph  6. 

Lydia  6. 

Mary  1,  6. 

Nathaniel  6. 


Tileston,  Thomas  427. 

Timothy  427. 

Till,  James  589. 

Tilley,  Mary  123. 
William  123. 


Tillicot,  John  342. 

Tillotson,  Mary  344. 

Tilton,  Peter  250,  414,  476,  581. 
Sarah  581. 

Tinker,  Samuel  130,  193. 

Sergt.  130. 

Titian  (Artist)  746. 

Tod,  Bailie  68. 

John  590. 

Tomkins  (Goodman)  10. 
Tomlinson,  J.  L.  (Rev)  278,  280. 
Tory  (Mr)  715. 

Townsend,  Henry  441. 

Tracy  \  (Lieut)  308. 

Trace  /  Mary  336,  366,  699,  700. 
Stephen  575,  576. 

Thomas  111,  336,  699,  700. 
Trasher  -  see  Thrasher. 


Treadway  (Mr)  704. 

Sarah  704. 

Treat  Agnes  746,  747. 

Trott  ■  Alice  745,  747,  748,  750,  752, 
754. 

Catherine  754. 

Christiana  746. 

Edith  747. 

Elizabeth  754. 

Hannah  691. 


Trott  1  -  Co'dmucd 


Honor  223,  224,  746,  747,  753. 
James  152,  307,  371,  750,  752-754, 


819,  822. 


Jane  754. 

Jerusha  341. 

Joanna  745,  746,  753. 

Johane  746. 

John  745-747. 

John  Harvey  747. 

Lucy  745. 

Mary  747,  816. 

Mathias  816. 

Ret>ccca  754. 

Richard  136,  223-227,  230,  254,  307, 
320,  338,  343,  362,  416,  736,  745- 
754,781,784,  818. 

Robert  746,  747. 

Robert  (Gov)  254,  394,  396,  419,  747, 
748,  751,  752,  754. 

Sarah  341,  754. 

Susannah  754. 

Tamsen  746,  747. 

Thomas  791. 

William  745,  746. 


Trevour,  William  724. 
Trowbridge,  James  288. 
Margaret  288. 
Thomas  181. 


Trumbull,  Benjamin  446,  677. 
Dr.  439. 

Jonathan  (Gov)  625. 

Try,  Michael  652,  653,  655,  694. 
Tryon,  W'illiam  374. 

Tucker,  Albert  S.  293. 

Joshua  238. 

Mary  295. 

Tudor,  Mary  512. 

Owen  512,  515,  519. 

Samuel  519. 


Tufts,  Peter  72. 

Tuller,  Elijah  266. 
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Jeanette  E.  35,  37,  275. 
Polly  266. 

Ruth  281. 


Turnbull,  Andrew  49. 

Turner,  Abigail  611,  616,  758,  759,  763. 
Ann  763. 

Caleb  760-763. 

Edward  644,  740,  755-759,  761,  825. 
-  Elizabeth  757-759,  763. 

Hannah  758,  759,  763. 

Humphrey  755. 

John  548,  549,  616,  758-763. 

Mary  644,  755,  758,  759,  763. 

Mercy  758,  759. 

Rebecca  182. 

Richard  757-759,  761. 

Robert  571. 

Sanford  759. 

Sarah  759,  763. 

Sibil  763. 

Stephen  758-763. 

Susannah  549,  759-763. 

T.  Larkin  (Dr)  755. 

Tuttle  \  (Capt)  180. 

Tuttill  j  Hannah  788. 

Joseph  591. 

Mr.  183,  802. 

WUliam  25. 


Twist,  Benjamin  406. 

Desire  406. 

Twitchel,  Charity  733. 

Sheldon  W.  37. 

Tyler,  Roger  595. 

Tyndale,  William  310,  663. 

Tyng,  E  (Maj)  792. 

UlTord,  Thomas  337. 

Upson  \  Arthur  W.  412. 

Upsun  /  Thomas  85,  387,  560. 

Upton  (Rev  Mr)  59. 

Usher,  Hezekiah  74. 

Mr.  784. 

Van  Buren,  Martin  (Pres)  34. 

Vane,  Henry  (Sir)  133. 

Vaughan,  William  526. 

Vaux,  William  (Lord)  809. 

Veasy,  William  423. 

Velasquez,  Diego  de  570. 

Veley,  A.  C.  703. 

Ventris,  Elizabeth  764. 

Grace  140,  764-767. 

Mary  76A,  766,  767. 

Mehitable  146,  767. 

Moses  85. 140. 144, 146, 149,  764-767. 
Sarah  139,  140,  146,  765-767. 
William  634,  764. 

Veren,  Hilliard  703. 

Verendr>’e,  M.  173. 

Vespucci,  Amerigo  358. 

Victoria  (Queen)  68. 

Viets  \  Abigail  266. 

Veits  J  Imley  B.  40. 

John  266. 

'Mr  (Rev)  260. 

Villa,  Pancho  66. 

Vinent  (Mr)  615. 

Vinci,  Leonardo  da  746. 

Vincon,  John  588. 

Vinet,  Mary  83. 

Voltaire,  Francois  17. 

Vol  terra,  Daniele  da  746. 

Vore,  Abigail  768,  770,  771. 

Ann  768,  770. 

Lydia  652,  771. 

Mary  771. 

Richard  161,  437,  516,  579,  652,  694, 
768-771. 

Robert  768. 

Sarah  579,  580,  768,  771. 

Waddoms,  John  346. 

Wade,  Barbara  527. 
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Hannah  131,  190,  191,  197. 

John  189-191,  527. 

Wadsworth,  Abigail  488. 

Benjamin  236. 

Christopher  4,  5. 

Daniel  (Rev)  598,  614,  616. 

Elijah  178,  179. 

Elizabeth  712. 

James  352,  354. 

John  141,  144,  154,  389,  392,  393, 
395,  397,  414,  419,  480,  481,  486, 
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